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PREFACE. 


I  can  assure  the  profession  that  it  is  with  no  small  degree 
of  trepidation  that  I  submit  this  work  to  their  criticism.  But, 
whatever  may  be  the  reception  with  which  it  meets  at  their 
hands,  I  have  the  consciousness  that  I  have  labored  earnestly, 
faithfully  and  honestly  to  make  it  a  work  worthy  their  patronage 
and  favor.  That  it  is  not  free  from  faults,  I  am  fully  aware, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  I  was  a  pioneer  in  this  "  wilder- 
ness "  of  law,  with  no  compass  to  guide  me,  but  left  to  find  my 
way  through  the  entangled  mass,  as  best  I  might.  'No  work 
upon  the  subject  has  previously  been  written,  and,  while  there 
are  numerous  works  in  which  a  single  chapter  is  devoted  to  the 
subject,  yet,  in  every  instance,  I  have  found  those  chapters  worse 
than  useless,  as  affording  any  light  upon  the  subject.  They 
are  necessarily  superficial  views  of  the  subject,  and  calculated 
to  mislead,  rather  than  to  serve  as  a  guide. 

I  have  examined  most  of  the  decided  cases  bearing  upon  the 
various  branches  of  the  subject  in  the  reports  of  the  courts,  both 
of  this  country  and  England,  that  were  within  my  reach.  I 
believe  that  none  of  any  importance  have  escaped  my  attention. 
If  so,  it  has  been  through  inadvertence,  and  not  design. 

That  the  work  may  be  found  useful,  both  to  the  student  and 
practicing  lawyer,  is  my  earnest  wish,  and,  if  I  have  failed  to 
grasp  the  subject  with  that  vigor,  or  to  set  it  forth  with  the 
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clearness  desirable,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  I 
have  at  least  cleared  the  way  for  some  abler  and  more  vigorous 
writer,  who  may  hereafter  take  up  the  subject. 

Albany,  JST.  Y.,  April  12,  1875. 

H.  G.  WOOD. 


Note.  —  Since  this  work  went  to  press,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois, 
in  the  case  of  Stone  v.  The  F.  P.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Co.  (Am.  Law  Times,  vol. 
2,  p.  54),  have  held  that  a  railroad  company  which,  in  the  operation  of  its 
road,  casts  smoke,  dust  or  cinders  over  or  upon  the  estate  of  one  whose 
lands  have  not  been  taken  for  the  construction  of  its  road,  is  liable  for  all 
damages  resulting  therefrom,  whether  to  the  property  itself  or  its  comforta- 
ble enjoyment.  This  doctrine  conflicts  with  Brand  v.  Hammersmith  B.  R. 
Go.^  4  H.  L.  Cas.  451,  but  it  is  sustained  by  substantial  justice,  and  rests 
upon  sound  principles.  See,  also,  Eaton  v.  Boston^  Concord  &  Maine  B.  R. 
Co.,  51  N.  H.  504,  where,  in  ejQ[ect,  a  similar  doctrine  is  held. 

H.   G.  W. 
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NUISANCES. 


CHAPTEE  FIRST. 

NTJISANCES   DEFINED    AND   CLASSIFIED. 

Sec.  1.  Nuisances  defined. 

2.  Injury  and  damage,  not  the  test. 

3.  Diminution  of  the  value  of  property  not  enough ;  injury  must  be  tan- 

gible, or  such  as  impairs  its  enjoyment. 

4.  Act  must  not  only  violate  another's  right,  but,  generally,  must  aflfect 

them  prejudicially. 

5.  When  a  right  is  violated,  the  law  presumes  damage.     Ashby  v.  White; 

Barker  v.  Green  ;   Strong  v.  Campbell. 

6.  The  motives  of  a  party  have  no  bearing  in  determining  the  question  of 

nuisance.   Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.;  Huckenstine's  Appeal; 
Toyhale's  Case  ;   Rex  v.  White  ;  Attorney-General  v.  Steward. 

7.  Fanciful  notions  not  regarded ;  injury  must  be  to  a  substantial  right. 

Pickard  v.  Collins  ;   Mahan  v.  Brown. 
8    Wilde  V.  Minstrelsy ;   Slingsley  v.  Barnard  ;   Aldred's  Case. 
9.  Rule  in  Walter  v.  Selfe. 

10.  Rule  in  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co. ;   Ross  v.  Butler. 

11.  Nuisances  arise  from  violation  of  common-law  rights.     Bulbrooke  v. 

Goodere. 

12.  Statutory  provisions  as  to  nuisances  do  not  take  away  common-law 

remedy,  unless  so  provided.     Renwick  v.  Morris. 

13.  Nuisances  most  commonly  arise  from  misuse  of  real  property. 

14.  Nuisances  are  public,  private  and  mixed.    Public  nuisance  defined. 

15.  Private  nuisance  defined. 

16.  Mixed  nuisance  defined. 

Section  1.  A  nuisance,  in  the  ordinary  sense  in  "which  the  word 
is  used,  is  any  thing  that  produces  an  annoyance,  any  thing  that 
disturbs  one  or  is  offensive ;  but  in  legal  phraseology  it  is  applied 
to  that  class  of  wrongs  that  arise  from  the  unreasonable,  unwar- 
rantable or  unlawful'  use  by  a  person  of  his  own  property,  real 

'  Smith's  Manual  of  Common  Law,  7 ;     9  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  350  ;  Plant  v. 
1  Billiard  on  Torts,  680 ;  4  Jacob's  Law     Long  Island  Railroad  Co.,  10  id.  26. 
Dictionary,  414;  Harris  v.  Thompson, 
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2  NUISANCES   DEFINED   AND   CLASSIFIED. 

or  personal,'  or  from  his  own  improper,  indecent  or  unlawful  per- 
sonal conduct,^  working  an  obstruction  of  or  injury  to  a  right  of 
another  or  of  the  public,  and  producing  such  material'  annoyance, 
inconvenience,  discomfort  or  hurt,  that  the  law  will  presume  a 
consequent  damage.*  Indeed  it  may  be  stated,  as  a  general  propo- 
sition, that  every  enjoyment  by  one  of  his  own  property,  which 
violates  the  rights  of  another  in  an  essential  degree,  is  a  nuisance, 
and  actionable  as  such  at  the  suit  of  the  party  injured  thereby. 
While  it  is  true  that  every  person  has  and  may  exercise  exclu- 
sive dominion  over  his  own  property  of  every  description,  and  has 
a  right  to  enjoy  it  in  all  the  ways  and  for  all  the  purposes  in  which 
such  property  is  usually  enjoyed,^  yet,  this  is  subject  to  the  quali- 
fication that  his  use  and  enjoyment  of  it  must  be  reasonable,  and 
such  as  will  not  prejudicially  affect  the  rights  of  others.  It  is  a 
part  of  the  great  social  compact  to  which  every  person  is  a  party, 
a  fundamental  and  essential  principle  in  every  civilized  commu- 
nity, that  every  person  yields  a  portion  of  his  right  of  absolute 
dominion  and  use  of  his  own  property,  in  recognition  of,  and 
obedience  to  the  rights  of  others,  so  that  others  may  also  enjoy 
their  property  without  unreasonable  hurt  or  hindrance."  This  is 
an  essential  rule,  a  wise  provision  of  the  law,  and  one  that  is  for 
the  mutual  protection  and  benefit  of  every  member  of  society. 

'  Michael   v.  Alestree,  2   Lev.  172  ;  an  act  that  it  is  competent  for  it  to  en- 

Dixon  «.  Bell,  1  Starkie,  287  ;  2  Star-  act,  authorizes  an  act  to  be  done,  which 

kie's  Ev.  532  ;  Jones  v.  Perry.  2  Esp.  would  otherwise  be  a  nuisance,  the  act 

482,     A  use  of  property,  that  at  com-  is  made  lawful  and  is  not  a  nuisance, 

mon  law  is  held  to  be  a  nuisance,  does  unless  the  power  given  by  the  legisla- 

not  cease  to  be  so  because  the  same  act  ture  is  exceeded.    Leigh  v.  Westervelt, 

is  made  an  offense  by  statute  and  a  dif-  2  Duer  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.),  618  ;  Williams 

ferent  punishment  provided ;  the  party  v.  Railroad  Co.,  18  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.) 

creating  the  nuisance  may  be  pursued  222 ;  Renwick  v.  Morris,  7  Hill  (N.  Y.), 

under  either  the  common-law  or  stat-  575. 

utory  remedy.    Wetmore  v.  Tracey,  14  ^  Smith's  Manual  of  Common  Law, 

Wend.  (N.  Y.)  250 ;  Renwick -y.  Morris,  8;  Addison  on  Torts,  74;   2  Selwyn's 

7  Hill  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.),  575 ;  People  v.  N.  P.  1129  ;  Crump  v.  Lambert,  L.  R. 
Sands,  1  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  78.  Eq.   Gas.    409 ;    Tipping  v.  St.  Helen 

5  Regina  v.  Gray,  4  Fost.  &  Fin.  73 ;  Smelting  Co.,  4  B.  &  S.  608 ;   Cavey  v. 

State   V.   Jones,   9   Ired.    (N.  C.)   174 ;  Ledbitter,  13  C.  B.  470. 

Nolin  V.  Mayor,  etc.,  4  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  *  Ashby  v.  White,  2  Ld.  Raym.-  938; 

163 ;  Dixon's  Case,  3  M.  &  S.  11 ;  Booth  Lansing  v.  Smith,  8  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  152 ; 

V.  Wilson,  1  B.  &  A.  59 ;  State  v.  Taylor,  Butler  v.  Kent,  19  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  223  ; 

29  Ind.  517 ;  Commonwealth  ■».  Temple,  Coke's  Inst.  56«;   Robert  Mary's  Case, 

8  Am.    Law.    Reg.    (Mass.) ;    Rex    v.  9  Coke,  112. 

Smith,  2  Stra.  704.     Nuisances  always  ^  Radcliffe's  Executors  v.  Brooklyn, 

arise  from  unlawful  acts.   That  which  4  N.  Y.  195. 

is  lawful   can  never  be   a   nuisance.  '  Barnes  v.  Hathorn,  7  Am.  Law  Reg. 

Therefore,  where  the  legislature,  by  811 ;  54  Me.  124. 
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Sec.  2.  It  is  not  every  use  of  one's  property  that  works  an  in- 
jury to  the  property  of  another  that  creates  a  nuisance.  Injury 
and  damage  are  essential  elements  of  a  nuisance,  but  they  may 
both  exist  as  the  result  of  an  act  or  thing,  and  yet  the  act  or 
thing  producing  them  not  be  a  nuisance ;  for,  as  has  been  before 
stated,  every  person  has  a  right  to  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of 
his  property,  and  so  long  as  the  use  to  which  he  devotes  it 
violates  no  rights  of  another,  however  much  damage  others  may 
sustain  therefrom,  his  use  is  lawful,  and  it  is  "  damnum  absque 
injuria^  * 

As  to  what  is  a  reasonable  use  of  one's  property  must  necessa- 
rily depend  upon  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  for  a  use  for  a 
particular  purpose  and  in  a  particular  way,  in  one  locality  that 
would  be  lawful  and  reasonable,  might  be  unlawful  and  a  nui- 
sance in  another." 

A  slaughter-house  may  be  erected  so  far  away  from  a  city  or  town, 
or  from  dwelling-houses,  as  to  produce  no  offensive  results,  and 
the  business  of  slaughtering  cattle  may  be  lawfully  carried  on  there, 
even  though  by  reason  thereof  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  are  ren- 
dered less  saleable,  and  in  that  respect  less  valuable ;  in  fact,  even 
though  the  owners  should  be  unable  to  sell  them  at  all  by  reason 
of  the  existence  of  the  slaughter-house.  But,  when  the  city  or 
to-^n  extends  so  far  in  that  direction,  or  the  lands  in  the  vicinity 
are  occupied  for  dwellings,  so  that  the  business  becomes  so  offen- 
sive as  to  interfere  with  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of  the  surround- 

'  In  Thurston  v.  Hancock,  13  Mass.  ing  that  he  was  about  to  erect,  began  to 
230,  the  plaintiff  erected  a  valuable  excavate  to  the  depth  of  several  feet 
residence  upon  Beacon  street,  in  the  below  the  walls  of  the  church,  which 
city  of  Boston,  on  a  lot  adjoining  the  endangered  the  safety  of  the  church, 
defendant's.  He  took  the  precaution  to  On  hearing,  the  court  dissolved  the 
lay  his  foundation  wall  sixteen  feet  injunction,  on  the  ground  that  the  de- 
below  the  surface.  After  his  building  fendant  had  a  right  to  make  the  exca- 
was  completed,  the  defendant  entered  vation,  and  the  plaintiffs  had  no  redress, 
upon  his  lot  and  made  an  excavation  ^  Weeks  v.  Brady,  3  Barb.  157  ;  Peck 
thirty-two  feet  deep,  cracking  the  foun-  v.  Elder,  3  Sandf.  (N.  T.)  186;  Walter 
dation  walls  of  the  plaintiff's  house,  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  L.  Eq.  20 ;  Bam  ford  «. 
and  rendering  them  so  insecure  that  he  Turnley,  3  B.  &  S.  62  ;  Tipping  v.  St. 
was  compelled  to  take  his  house  down.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  4  id.  608  ;  Barnes 
The  court  held  that  there  could  be  no  ■».  Hathorn,  7  Am.  Law  Reg.  84 ;  54  Me. 
recovery.  So  in  La  Sala  v.  Holbrook,  124  ;  Addison  on  Torts,  74 ;  Dargan  v. 
4  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  169,  the  plaintiffs  Waddell,  9  Ired.  244  ;  Rhodes  v.  Dun- 
had  erected  a  large  and  costly  church  bar,  7  P.  F.  Smith  (Penn.  St.),  84 ;  58 
upon  a  lot  in  New  York  city  adjoining  Penn.  184;  Weir  v.  Kirk,  1  Am.  Law 
the  defendant's,  and  the  defendant,  to  Times,  38. 
lay  the  foundation  walls  of  a  new  build- 
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ing  premises,  for  the  purposes  of  habitation  or  other  purposes,  the 
business  becomes  unlawful  and  a  nuisance,  and  must  yield  to  the 
superior  rights  of  others,  even  though  the  loss  thus  entailed  upon 
the  owner  is  ruinous.' 

In  Brady  v.  Weeks^  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  159,  which  was  an  action 
to  restrain  the  continuance  of  a  slaughter-house  in  a  certain  locality, 
Paige,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said :  "  When 
the  slaughter-house  was  erected,  it  incommoded  no  one ;  but  now 
it  interferes  with  the  enjoyment  of  life  and  property,  and  tends 
to  deprive  the  plaintiflFs  of  the  use  and  benefit  of  their  dwellings. 
As  the  city  extends,  such  nuisances  should  be  removed  to  the 
vacant  ground  beyond  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  resi- 
dences of  the  citizens.  This,  public  policy,  as  well  as  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  population  of  the  city,  demands." 

Sec.  3.  In  order  to  create  a  nuisance  from  the  use  of  property, 
the  use  must  be  such  as  to  work  a  tangible  injury  to  the  person 
or  property  of  another,  or  as  renders  the  enjoyment  of  property 
essentially  uncomfortable.  It  is  not  enough  that  it  diminishes 
the  value  of  surrounding  property.  It  is  not  enough  that  it  ren- 
ders other  property  less  saleable,  or  that  it  prevents  one  from 
letting  his  premises  for  as  large  a  rent  as  before,  or  to  as  responsi- 
ble or  respectable  tenants.  It  must  be  such  a  use  as  produces  a 
tangible  or  appreciable  injury  to  the  property,  or  as  renders  its 
enjoyment  essentially  uncomfortable  or  inconvenient." 

Thus,  a  business  that,  by  reason  of  the  fumes  or  vapors  that 
arise  from  it,  produces  a  visibly  injurious  effect  upon  vegetation 
by  preventing  its  growth,  or  seriously  injuring  or  destroying  it, 
or  that  produces  a  visible  damage  to  buildings  or  other  property, 
may  be  a  nuisance  even  though  it  does  not  render  the  enjoyment  of 
life  less  comfortable,  or  produce  any  ill  effects  to  the  occupants  of 

'  Rhodes  ■».  Dunbar,  7  P.  F.  Smith  creased    danger,   or  as    substantially 

(Penn.   St.),  275 ;   Brady  r>.  Weeks,   3  impairs  their  value.    In  Tipping  v.  St. 

Barb.  159;  Catling.  Valentine, 9 Paige's  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  11  Jur.  785,  the 

Ch.  (N.  Y.)  575;  Weir  -y.  Kirk,  1  Am.  court  says:  "  In  an  action  for  an  injury 

Law  Times,  38.  to  property  from  noxious  vapors  arising 

**  Ryan  v.  Copes,  11  Rich.  L.  217.     It  upon  the  lands  of  another,  the  injury 

was  held  that  the  effect  must  be  such  must  be  such  as  visibly  to  diminish  its 

that  the  property  cannot  be  enjoyed  as  value,  comfort  and  enjoyment."     Lan- 

fully  and  amply  as  before,  or  as  ren-  sing  ■».  Smith,  8  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  IV 
ders  them  unfit  for  habitation  by  in- 
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Burrounding  premises.*  So,  too,  a  use  of  premises  that,  by  reason 
of  its  peculiar  results,  renders  the  enjoyment  of  life  uncomforta- 
ble, is  a  nuisance,  although  it  produces  no  visibly  injurious  effect 
upon  property  of  any  kind :  Such  as  noise,  so  continuous  and 
excessive  as  to  produce  serious  annoyance,'  or  vapors,  or  noxious 
smells  that  render  the  enjoyment  of  life  uncomfortable,'  or  that 
by  reason  of  its  extremely  hazardous  character  creates  a  reason- 
able apprehension  of  injury  therefrom,  either  to  the  lives  or 
property  of  those  in  its  vicinity  —  such  as  powder  mills  or  maga- 
zines in  a  town  or  city,  or  near  dwellings  or  public  roads,* 

Sec.  4.  ISTot  only  must  a  right  be  violated,  but  in  order  to  con- 
stitute a  nuisance  the  violation  of  the  right  must  work  material 
inconvenience,  annoyance,  discomfort,  injury  and  damage.^ 

It  is  not  necessary  that  all  these  elements  should  concur  as  the 
results  of  an  act  in  order  to  constitute  a  nuisance,  but  it  is  essen- 


'  Tipping  V.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co., 
11  Jur.  785  ;  also  116  Eng.  Com.  Law, 
608.  In  Lilly's  Register,  vol.  2,  p.  309, 
it  is  said :  "  Case  lies  for  melting  lead 
so  near  to  the  plaintiflF's  close  that  it 
spoiled  his  grass  and  wood  there  grow- 
ing, though  this  was  a  lawful  trade 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  ;"  and 
he  cites  Jones  v.  Powell,  Hutt.  136, 
and  Palmer,  536.  In  Huckenstine's 
Appeal,  70  Penn.  St.  102,  the  point  was 
raised,  but  the  facts  not  showing  that 
the  injury  to  vegetation  resulted  from 
the  vapors,  the  question  was  not  direct- 
ly decided.  Bankhart  v.  Houghton,  27 
Beav.  327. 

5  Brill  V.  Flagler,  23  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
354 ;  Elliott  v.  Feetham,  2  Bing.  (N.  C.) 
134 ;  Street  v.  Tugwell,  2  Selw.  299 ; 
Carrington  v.  Taylor,  11  East,  571 ; 
Keeble  v.  Heckeringill,  id.  371 ;  Rex  v. 
Smith,  1  Stra.  704 ;  Fish  v.  Dodge,  4 
Denio,  311;  Dennis  v.  Eckhart,  Am. 
Law  Reg.  166 ;  Allen  v.  Lloyd,  4  Esp. 
200. 

*  Catlin  V.  Valentine,  9  Paige,  575 ; 
Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  L.  Eq.  20. 

■*  Weir  V.  Kirk,  1  Am.  Law  Times, 
38  ;  Anonymous,  12  Mod.  342  ;  Rhodes 
V.  Dunbar,  58  Penn.  St.  275  ;  Cheatham 
V.  Shearon,  1  Swan.  (Tenn.)213;  Rex  t. 
Tavlor,2  Stra.  1167;  Williams  v.  Camp, 
3  East,  192 ;  Mvers  v.  Malcolm,  6  Hill 
;N.  Y.),  292. 

=  In  Sparhawk  v.  Union  Railroad  Co., 


54  Penn.  St.  401,  it  was  said :  "  That  in 
order  to  make  out  a  case  of  special  in- 
jury to  property  by  a  nuisance,  some- 
thing materially  affecting  its  capacity 
for  ordinary  use  and  enjoyment  must 
be  shown."  In  Casebeer  v.  Mowry,  55 
Penn.  St.  419,  it  was  held,  that  "  a  man 
may  not  with  impunity  invade  anoth- 
er's premises  with  any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  a  nuisance,  simply  because  the 
damages  are  not  appreciable,  for  the 
law  will  presume  damages,  if  there  is  a 
clear  violation  of  the  plaintiff's  rights, 
as  evidence  of  the  right."  In  McKeon 
V.  Lee,  4  Rob.  (N.  Y.)  449,  it  was  held, 
that  attaching  steam-power  in  a  build- 
ing, that  causes  such  a  vibration  and 
jarring  to  adjoining  premises  as  to 
materially  affect  their  value  for  rent, 
is  a  nuisance,  however  lawful  or  use- 
ful the  business  to  which  the  power 
is  devoted.  In  Begein  v.  Anderson,  28 
Ind.  79,  it  was  held,  that  the  mere  alle- 
gation that  a  certain  thing  exists  in  a 
locality  and  is  a  nuisance — as  in  this 
case,  a  cemetery — is  not  sufficient,  but 
that  facts  must  be  alleged,  showing 
that  it  materially  violates  the  rights  of 
individuals  or  the  public.  In  Chatfield 
V.  Wilson,  28  Vt.  49,  it  was  held,  that 
the  law  only  gives  damages  for  injuries 
to  legal  rights,  and  that  in  order  to  re- 
cover for  an  injury  the  party  must  es- 
tablish the  violation  of  a  legal  right 
by  the  party  sought  to  be  charged. 
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tial  that  some  one  of  those  results  should  ensue,  and  that  the  act 
or  thing  producing  them  should  be  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
another  or  of  the  public,  and  that  the  violation  of  the  right  should 
prejudicially  affect  another.  "A  nuisance,"  says  Smith  in  his 
Manual  of  the  Common  Law,  "  is  something  done  which  has  the 
effect  of  prejudicially  and  unwarrantably  affecting  the  enjoyment 
of  the  rights  of  another  person."  If  he  had  also  added,  or 
something  omitted  to  be  done,  his  definition  would  have  been 
sufficiently  comprehensive  to  cover  the  subject,  and  would  be 
complete,  for  a  nuisance  may  arise  from  an  omission  to  do  an  act 
which  one's  duty  to  others  requires  him  to  perform,  as  well  as 
from  the  doing  of  a  positive  act.  As,  if  one  suffers  his  buildings 
to  remain  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  whereby  the  property  of 
another  is  endangered,  it  is  a  nuisance  as  to  the  person  whose 
property  is  so  endangered,  and  may  be  abated  as  such  by  the  ad- 
joining owner.* 

So,  too,  if  one  allows  his  buildings  to  remain  in  an  unsafe 
condition  upon  a  public  street,  so  that  they  endanger  the  safety 
of  people  lawfully  passing  along  the  same,  they  are  a  common 
nuisance,  and  the  person  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  the  repairs 
is  indictable  for  allowing  them  to  remain  in  that  condition, 
or  is  liable  at  the  suit  of  a  private  party  for  all  injuries  sustained 
therefrom." 

'  In  Tread  well  v.  Davis,  39  Ga.  84,  it  house,  so  that  it  may  not  be  an  annoy- 

was  held,  that  neglect  by  the  owner  to  ance  to  his  neighbors." 

keep  any  thing  in  repair,  which  from  ^  In  State  v.  Purse,  4  McCord  (S.  C), 

want  of  repair  is  per  se  a  nuisance,  473,  it  was  held,  that  a  house,  which  for 

makes  the  party  liable  for  a  nuisance,  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  used,  or 

In  Booth  v.  Wilson,  1  B.  &  A.  59,  it  was  the  situation  in  which  it  is  placed,  may 

held,  that  leaving  a  fence  out  of  repair,  not  be  a  nuisance,  may  become  so  by 

which  one  is  bound  to  repair,  is  a  nui-  negligence  in  keeping  it,  and  that  when 

sance,  and  makes  the   person  who  is  this  is  the  ground  of  the  prosecution, 

bound  to  repair  liable  to  those  sus-  it  must  be  so  alleged  in  the  indictment, 

taining  damage  thereby.     See  Tenant  So,  too,  the  neglect  to  repair  a  bridge 

V.  Goldwin,  3  Ld.  Raym.  1093,  where  or  highway  renders  the  persons  or  cor- 

it  was  held,  that  "  if  one  have  a  house  poration,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  the 

near  the  house  of  another,  and  he  suf-  repairs,  liable  to  indictment  as  for  a 

fers  his  house  to  be  so  ruinous  as  to  nuisance.     Bacon's  Abr.,  vol.  7,  p.  332, 

be  likely  to  fall  upon  the  house  of  the  tit.  Nui.,  B  ;  Shepley  v.  Fifty  Associ- 

other,  it  is  a  nuisance."  In  Anonymous,  ates,  101  Mass.  251.   So  permitting  "the 

11  Mod.  8,  it  is  said  :  "  If  a  man  build  walls  of  a  burned  building  to  stand  on 

a  new  house  under  the  roof  of  an  old  public  street  in  dangerous  condition. 

one  that  is  ready  to  fall  down,  he  shall  Church  of  the  Ascension  v.  Buckhout, 

have  a  writ  to  prostrate  the  old  house."  8  Hill  (N.  T.),  193.     So  permitting  a 

Lord  Holt  said :  "  Every  man  of  his  house  to  remain  in  a  ruinous  condition 

own  right  ought  to  support  his  own  near  a  highway.     1  Stra.  357. 
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Sec.  5.  Injury  and  damage  must  concur  as  results  of  an  act  or 
thing  in  order  to  make  it  a  nuisance;*  but  where  there  is  a  mate- 
rial injury,  damage  is  always  implied  when  it  results  from  the 
violation  of  a  right.* 

In  Ashby  v.  White,  Lord  Hall,  in  delivering  a  dissenting  opin- 
ion, said :  "  Every  injury  to  a  right  imports  a  damage  in  the 
nature  of  it,  though  there  be  no  pecuniary  loss." 

In  1  Smith's  Leading  Cases,  364,  the  learned  annotators  say : 
"  The  mode  of  determining  whether  damage  has  been  done  by 
what  the  law  esteems  an  injury,  is  to  consider  whether  any  right 
existing  in  the  party  damnified  has  been  infringed  upon ;  for  if 
the  party  have  no  right  in  the  matter,  the  fact  that  he  is  injured 
will  not  help  him." 

In  Barker  v.  Green,  2  Bing.  (N.  C.)  317,  the  court  says:  "Where 
a  right  exists  in  the  parties  damnified,  the  infringement  thereof  is 
an  injury;  and  if  an  injury  be  shown,  the  law  will  presume  some 
damage."  But  the  right  must  be  clear,  unequivocal  and  vested.' 
Thus  in  Strong  v.  Campbell,  11  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  138,  which 
was  an  action  against  the  defendant  who  was  a  postmaster,  whose 
duty  it  was  by  statute  to  advertise  letters  in  newspapers  of  a  cer- 
tain class,  it  was  held,  that  this  being  a  matter  intended  to  benefit 
the  receivers  of  letters,  and  not  the  publisher  of  the  paper,  though 
they  might  derive  some  incidental  and  contingent  benefit  there- 
from, yet,  that  they  had  no  such  vested  right  in  the  matter,  that 
they  could  maintain  an  action  against  the  postmaster  for  not  select- 
ing their  paper  as  within  the  class.  The  court  said :  "  While  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  officer  to  perform  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by 

'  Campbell  v.  Scott,  11  Sim.  39  ;  Scott  nuisance  and  an  infringement  of  the 
V.  Firth,  4  Fost.&  Fin.  349.  In  Anony-  plaintiflf's  rights,  and  that  although  it 
mous,  1  Mod.  55,  it  was  said,  that  to  was  not  proved  that  any  rain  had  fallen 
maintain  an  action  for  a  nuisance,  there  whereby  the  plaintiff  had  been  injured, 
must  be  some  damage  proved,  for  an  yet  the  court  would  take  judicial  no- 
act  occasioning  inconvenience  merely  tice  of  the  fact  that  rain  falls,  and  after 
is  not  actionable.  Lansing  v.  Smith,  8  the  lapse  of  a  reasonable  time  will 
Cow.  (N.  T.)  163.  presume  that  there  has  been  rain  un- 

^  There  are  a  class  of  injuries  to  less  the  contrary  is  proved,  and  there- 
incorporeal  hereditaments  where  the  fore  will  presume  damage, 
court  will  presume  damage,  even  ^  Lord  Holt's  opinion  in  Ashby  v. 
though  none  exists  in  fact.  Thus  in  White,  2  Ld.  Raym.  938 ;  Martin  v. 
Fry  v.  Prentice,  14  L.  J.  (N.  S.)  298,  Brooklyn,  1  Hill  (N.  Y.),  545  ;  Bank  of 
which  was  an  action  to  recover  dam-  Rome  v.  Mott,  17  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  556 ; 
age  for  building  a  house  so  that  the  Foster  v.  McKibben,  Am.  Law  J.  (N.  S.) 
eaves  projected  over  the  plaintiff's  vol.  1,  p.  411;  19  Viner's  Abr.  518-520; 
laud,  the  court  held  that  this  was  a  Pantam  v.  Isham,  1  Salk.  19. 
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law,  it  does  not  follow  that  for  every  violation  of  his  duties  some- 
one can  recover  private  damages."  Injury  and  damage  are  the 
very  gist  of  a  nuisance,*  and,  except  in  cases  of  that  class  of  acts 
or  things  that  have  been  declared  by  the  courts  to  be  nuisances 
jper  se,  the  very  first  inquiry  should  be,  whether  injury  and  dam- 
age have  resulted  from  the  act  or  thing,  or  are  reasonably  likely 
to  result  therefrom  to  the  individual  complaining,  for  in  their 
absence  no  right  can  be  said  to  be  violated,  and,  consequently,  no 
nuisance  exists." 


Sec.  6.  JSTuisances  arising  out  of  the  use  to  which  property  is 
devoted,  either  by  the  owner  or  one  who  is  lawfully  in  possession, 
are  declared  so  by  the  courts  with  extreme  caution  ;'  for  upon  the 
v^ery  threshold  of  inquiry  they  are  met  by  conflicting  rights  of 
the  parties,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  with  a  use  of  the  prop- 
erty which  is  lawful  in  itself,  and  in  its  use  in  the  manner  com- 
plained of  is  attended  with  no  wrongful  intent  or  improper 
purpose.     It  is  merely  a  question  of  rights.*    The  motives  of  the 


'  In  the  case  of  the  Farmers  of 
Hempstead,  12  Mod.  519,  Holt,  J.,  said : 
"  The  gist  of  the  action  of  nuisance  is 
damage,  and  so  long  as  there  are  dam- 
ages, there  are  grounds  for  an  action." 
In  Thayer  v.  Brooks,  17  Ohio,  489,  it 
was  held,  that  the  rule  of  damages  in 
an  action  for  a  nuisance  was  the  dam- 
age actually  sustained,  and  that  no  re- 
covery could  be  had  for  the  prospective 
or  permanent  injury  to  the  realty. 
Cleaveland  v.  Gas  Co.,  20  N.  J.  209. 
In  Scott  V.  Firth,  4  Fost.  &  Fin.  349,  it 
was  held,  that  "to  constitute  a  nui- 
sance there  must  be  real  and  sensible 
damages,  having  regard  to  the  situa- 
tion  and  use  of  the  property  injured." 
The  same  rule  was  adopted  in  Pinck- 
ney  v.  Ewens,  4  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  741,  where 
the  court  said  that  it  was  a  question 
for  the  jury  to  say  whether  damage 
had  been  proved.  In  Tipping  v.  St. 
Helen  Smelting  Co.,  11  Jur.(N.  S.)  785, 
referred  to  infra,  the  same  doctrine 
was  held,  also,  as  to  the  materiality  of 
showing  actual  damage.  See  Bamford 
V.  Turnley,  3  B.  &  S.  66 ;  Stockport 
Water  Works  v.  Porter,  7  Hurlst.  &  N. 
160  ;  Pinckney  v.  Ewens,  4  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 
741. 

*  As  to  apprehended  danger,  see 
People  V.  Sands,  1  Johns.  78;  Cheatham 


V.  Shearon,  1  Swan.  (Tenn.)  318 ;  State 
V.  Purse,  4  McCord,  472 ;  Meeker  v. 
Van  Rensselaer,  15  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  377 ; 
Wolcott  V.  Mellick,  3  Stockt.  (N.  J.) 
208. 

2  In  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting 
Co.,  11  Jur.  (N.  S.)  785,  it  was  said  by 
the  court :  "  Where  great  works  are 
carried  on,  which  are  the  means  of  de- 
veloping the  national  wealth,  persons 
must  not  stand  on  extreme  rights,  and 
bring  actions  for  every  petty  annoy- 
ance." 

*  In  Attorney-General  v.  Sheffield 
Gas  Co.,  19  Eng.  L.  Eq.  644-646,  the 
court  says  :  "  The  question  for  the  court 
to  determine  is,  whether  the  eflfect  of 
the  act  (claimed  to  be  a  nuisance)  is 
such  as  the  party  has  no  right  to  pro- 
duce." In  Holsman  v.  Boiling  Spring 
Co.,  1  McCarter  (N.  J.),  335,  it  was  held, 
that  "no  one  has  a  right  to  pollute  or 
corrupt  the  water  of  a  stream,  or,  if 
they  are  already  polluted,  to  render 
them  more  so,  because  all  whose  lands 
border  on  a  stream  have  a  right  to  have 
its  waters  come  to  them  pure  and  un- 
polluted ; "  and  thus,  while  the  court 
will  not  balance  conveniences,  it  must 
balance  and  measure  rights  in  deter- 
mining what  is  a  nuisance. 
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parties  have  no  connection  with  the  inquiry,  or  bearing  upon  the 
result.  An  act,  however  malicious,  however  wrongful  in  its 
intent,  or  however  serious  in  its  consequences,  may  be  so  far 
within  the  scope  of  the  party's  right  as  not  to  be  a  nuisance  or 
produce  an  actionable  injury ; '  while  upon  the  other  hand,  a 
party  who  devotes  his  premises  to  a  use  that  is  strictly  lawful  in 
itself,  that  is  fruitful  of  great  benefits  to  the  community,  that 
adds  materially  to  its  wealth,  and  enhances  its  commercial  import- 
ance and  prosperity,  and  whose  motives  are  good,  and  intentions 
laudable  even,  may  find  that  by  reason  of  the  violation  of  the 
rights  of  those  in  the  vicinity  of  his  works,  from  results  that  are 
incident  to  his  business,  and  that  cannot  be  so  far  corrected  as  to 
prevent  the  injury  complained  of,  his  works  are  declared  a  nui- 
sance, his  business  stopped,  and  himself  involved  in  financial  ruin. 
Therefore,  it  is  proper  and  highly  important  that  courts  should 
proceed  with  extreme  caution,  and  weigh  the  relative  riglits  of 
parties  with  exceeding  care,  and  never  declare  a  business  a  nui- 
sance, except  there  be  such  essential  injury  and  damage  that  the 
act  or  thing  cannot  be  justly  tolerated  without  doing  great  vio- 
lence to  the  rights  of  individuals  and  the  public.  People  living 
in  cities  and  large  towns  must  submit  to  some  inconvenience,  to 
some  annoyance,  to  some  discomforts,  to  some  injury  and  damage ; 
must  even  yield  a  portion  of  their  rights  to  the  necessities  of 
business,  which,  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  must  often  be  car- 
ried on  in  populous  localities  and  in  compact  communities,  where 
facilities  alone  exist  upon  which  it  can  be  kept  up  and  prosecuted. 

'  In  Chatfield  v.  Wilson,  28  Vt.  49,  cane   to    ward   off  the   blow,   and   in 

the  court  says,  that  the  motive  with  doing  so  unintentionally  hit  another 

which  the  act  is  done   can   have  no  person,  yet  he  is  liable  for  the  injury, 

bearing  upon  the  question  ;  that  the  In  Weaver  v.  Ward,  Hobart,  134,  it  was 

maxim  "  sic  utere,"  etc.,  applies  only  held,  that  trespass  lies  for  a  mere  mis- 

to  legal  rights  and  injuries.     Also,  see  chance,  and  that  even  a  lunatic  will  be 

Ashby  V.  White,  1  Smith's  Lead.  Cas.  liable  civiliter  for  his  wrongful  acts 

342,  and  notes  thereto  ;  also,  Radcliffe's  whereby  another  is  injured.     In  Flet- 

Executors  v.  Brooklyn,  4  N.  T.  195  ;  cher  v.  Rylands,  L.  R.  Exch.  263,  Lord 

Pickard  v.  Collins,  23  Barb.  (N.  T.  Sup.  Cranworth  said :  "  When  one  is  man- 

Ct.)  444  ;  Ellis  v.  Duncan,  21  id.  230.    In  aging  his  own  affairs  and  causes  injury 

Scott «.  Shepard,  2  W.  Black.  894,  it  was  to  another,  however  innocently,  it  is 

held  that  an  action  would  lie  sometimes  obviously  only  just  that  he  should  be 

for  the  consequences  of  a  lawful  act ;  the  party  to  suffer."   See,  also.  Gibbon 

that  the  motive  with  which  an  act  was  v.  Pepper,  1  Salk.  637 ;  Underwood  v. 

done  was  not  the  test  of  liability.     In  Hewson,  1  Stra.  596  ;  Leame  v.  Bray, 

Lambert  v.  Bessey,  Ld.  Raym.  423,  it  3  East,  595 ;  Vandenburgh  v.  Truax,  4 

was  held,  that  if  a  man  assault  another,  Denio  (N.  Y.),  464 ;  Guille  -b.  Swan,  19 

and  the  person  assaulted  lift  up  his  Johns.  (N.  T.)  881. 
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There  is  not  a  city  of  any  considerable  size  in  the  world  where 
there  are  not  thousands  of  things  tolerated  that  the  law,  following 
out  the  ordinary  rules  applied  to  such  cases,  would  feel  compelled 
to  abate,  but  they  are  tolerated  from  necessity,  and  for  the  reason 
that  even  though  they  do  produce  some  inconvenience,  annoyance 
and  discomfort,  injury  and  damage  even  to  a  class,  yet  they  can- 
not be  dispensed  with,  and  the  necessity  for  their  existence  is 
allowed  to  outweigh  the  ill  results.  It  was  well  said  by  Lord 
Chancellor  Westbuey  in  the  case  of  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelt- 
ing Co.,  116  Eng.  Com.  Law,  608,  "  If  a  man  live  in  a  town,  he 
must  of  necessity  submit  to  the  consequences  of  the  obligations 
of  trade  which  may  be  carried  on  in  his  immediate  neighborhood 
which  are  actually  necessary  for  trade  and  commerce,  also  for  the 
enjoyment  of  property,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town.  If  a  man  live  in  a  street  where  there  are  numerous 
shops,  and  a  shop  is  opened  next  door  to  him,  which  is  carried  on 
in  a  fair  and  reasonable  way,  he  has  no  ground  of  complaint, 
because  to  him,  individually,  there  may  arise  much  discomfort 
from  the  trade  carried  on  in  that  shop.''  In  Huckenstein) s  Appeal, 
70  Penn.  St.  106,  which  was  an  action  brought  to  restrain  the 
defendant  from  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  brick,  because  of 
the  injury  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  to  his  grape-vines,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  dwelling-house  from  the  vapors  that  were  pro- 
duced in  the  process  of  manufacture ;  Agnew,  J.,  in  delivering 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  said :  "  Brick-making  is  a  useful  and 
necessary  employment,  and  is  not  a  nuisance  per  se.  Attorney- 
General  V.  Cleaver,  18  Ves.  219.  It  may,  as  many  other  useful 
employments  do,  produce  some  discomforts,  some  injury  even  to 
those  near  by,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  business  should  be 
enjoined  therefor.  The  heat,  smoke  and  vapor  of  a  brick-kiln 
cannot  compare  with  those  of  many  manufactories  carried  on  in 
the  very  heart  of  such  cities  as  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny.  A 
court  exercising  the  power  of  chancellor,  whose  arm  may  fall  with 
crushing  weight  upon  the  every  day  business  of  men,  destroying 
lawful  means  of  support  and  diverting  property  from  legitimate 
uses,  cannot  approach  such  cases  as  this  with  too  much  caution." 
In  Passmore  v.  Commonwealth,  1  Serg.  &  Rawle,  219,  the  court 
says:  "Some  actions,  which  would  otherwise  be  nuisances,  may 
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be  justified  by  necessity.  Thus  a  person  may  throw  wood  into 
the  street  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  carried  into  his  house ;  so 
a  merchant  may  have  his  goods  placed  in  the  street  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  them  to  his  store  in  a  reasonable  time,  but  he 
has  no  right  to  keep  them  in  the  street  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
them  there.  So,  because  building  is  necessary,  stones,  brick,  sand 
and  other  materials  may  be  placed  in  the  street,  provided  it  be 
done  in  the  most  convenient  place."  In  Burns'  Justice,  vol.  3, 
p.  320,  the  learned  author  says :  "  It  hath  been  holden  that  it 
is  no  common  nuisance  to  make  candles  in  a  town,  because  the 
needfulness  of  them  shall  dispense  with  the  noisomeuess  of  the 
smell."  But  he  adds :  "  The  reasonableness  of  this  is  justly  ques- 
tionable, because  whatever  necessity  there  may  be  that  candles  be 
made,  it  cannot  be  pretended  to  be  necessary  to  make  them  in 
town ;  and,  surely,  the  trade  of  a  brewer  is  as  necessary  as  that 
of  a  chandler,  and  yet  it  seems  to  be  agreed  that  a  brew-house 
erected  in  such  an  inconvenient  place,  wherein  the  business  can- 
not be  carried  on  without  greatly  incommoding  the  neighborhood, 
may  be  indicted  as  a  common  nuisance.  And  so  in  the  case  of  a 
glass-house  or  swine-yard."  There  might  be  some  disagreement 
with  the  learned  author  at  the  present  day  as  to  the  equal  neces- 
sity of  a  chandler  and  brewer,  but  he  gives  expression  to  the 
inconsistencies  that  have  often  been  indulged  in  by  courts  when 
dealing  with  this  class  of  wrongs.  The  rule  in  England  was,  in 
early  times,  extremely  vascillating,  the  courts  at  times  hold- 
ing, as  in  Jones  v.  Powell^  Palm.  198,  199,  that  hurtfulness 
was  the  gist  of  a  nuisance,  and  at  other  times,  as  in  Toy- 
holes'  Case,  cited  in  Cro.  Car.  510,  that  "hurtfulness  was  not 
the  question,  but  that  if  it  rendered  the  property  of  others 
uncomfortable  and  incommodious,  it  is  sufficient;"  but  the 
rule  was  definitely  settled  by  Lord  Mansfield  in  Rex  v. 
White,  1  Burr.  33Y,  where  he  held  that  "  it  was  not  necessary 
that  the  smell  be  unwholesome,  but  that  it  was  enough  if  it  ren- 
dered the  enjoyment  of  life  uncomfortable."  The  rule,  as  thus 
announced  by  Lord  Mansfield,  has  been  followed  by  the  courts 
of  England  and  this  country  with  hardly  an  exception  ever  since 
it  was  promulgated.  And  as  applied  to  that  class  of  nuisances 
created  by  their  effect  upon  the  atmosphere,  it  would  seem  to  be 
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the  only  true  rule.  But  there  has  been  much  difference  in  the 
application  of  it  as  to  the  degree  of  discomfort  that  is  necessary 
in  order  to  warrant  the  court  in  applying  it  in  given  cases.  But 
the  rule,  as  announced  by  Knight  Bruce,  V.  C,  in  Walter  v.  Selfe, 
which  is  given  infra  in  this  chapter,  has  been  quoted  with  ap- 
proval by  many  of  the  courts  of  this  country,  and  is  probably  as 
nearly  the  correct  test  as  can  be  adopted. 

In  Attorney- General  v.  Steward^  4  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  415,  the 
court  says :  "  Any  trade  or  business  lawful  in  itself,  which  from 
the  place  or  manner  of  carrying  it  on  materially  injures  the  prop- 
erty of  others,  or  affects  their  health,  or  renders  the  enjoyment 
of  life  physically  uncomfortable,  is  a  nuisance."  In  this  case,  the 
aid  of  the  court  by  injunction  was  invoked  to  prevent  the  erec- 
tion of  a  slaughter-house  and  pork-packing  house  in  the  city  of 
Trenton,  but  over  700  feet  remote  from  any  dwelling-house.  The 
court  add  :  "  There  are  certain  things  and  certain  trades  which  are 
considered  as  nuisances  of  themselves,  as  a  slaughter-house  in  a 
thickly  settled  town,  a  pig-sty  near  a  dwelling-house ;  and,  per- 
haps, to  these  may  be  added,  a  fat-melting  or  rendering  house, 
when  carried  on  extensively  in  a  populous  neighborhood  or  near 
inhabited  dwellings.  But  these  are  not  nuisances  simply  lecatise 
they  are  erected  loithin  the  limits  of  an  incorporated  city,  and  the 
question,  whether  they  will  be  a  nuisance,  depends  upon  the  ex- 
tent of  business  carried  on  there,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
conducted."  In  Boss  v.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294,  the  court  were  asked 
to  restrain  the  carrying  on  of  the  business  of  burning  pottery- ware 
in  a  certain  building  in  the  city  of  New  Brunswick,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  prosecution  of  the  business  there  would  fill  the 
air  with  smoke  and  cinders,  and  produce  great  discomfort  to  those 
dwelling  in  the  vicinity.  The  court,  among  other  things,  said : 
"  The  business  is  a  lawful  one ;  there  can  be  no  pretense  that  it  is 
injurious  to  health,  and  it  is  a  question  of  great  practical  import- 
ance in  this  State,  where  manufacturers  flourish  and  are  on  the 
increase,  whether  such  business  can  be  permitted  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  dwelling-houses,  where  the  smoke  and  cindei's  render  the 
dwellings  uncomfortable  to  the  inhabitants.  It  is  not  necessary, 
to  constitute  a  nuisance,  that  the  matter  complained  of  should 
affect   the  health,    or   do   injury   to   material   property.     It   is 
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sufficient,  in  the  language  of  Sir  Knight  Bkfce,  if  it  is  "  an 
inconvenience  interfering  materially  with  the  ordinary  comfort, 
physically,  of  human  existence."  The  cases  cited  below  adopt 
the  rule  as  laid  down  by  Lord  Mansfield  in  Rex  v.  Whiter 
It  may  be  stated,  generally^  that  neither  the  necessities  of  a  trade 
nor  its  usefulness  are  permitted  to  prevent  a  party  from  obtaining 
proper  redress  for  injuries  arising  therefrom,  if  the  business  is 
really  a  nuisance,  either  at  law  or  in  equity.  But,  however  much 
the  courts  may  ignore  the  idea  in  language,  yet,  in  their  applica- 
tion of  the  rules  of  law  or  equity  to  this  class  of  wrongs,  the 
importance,  usefulness  and  necessities  of  a  lawful  business  are 
allowed  much  weight.  This  is  necessarily  so  when  the  nuisance 
is  not  clear  and  unmistakable.  The  courts  of  Pennsylvania  have 
gone  farther  in  this  direction  than  those  of  England,  or  any  other 
State  of  this  country.  They  have  felt  compelled  to  do  this  in 
oi'der  to  protect  their  large  manufacturing  interests  from  destruc- 
tion. In  other  words,  the  necessities  of  a  leading  business  in  the 
State  have  brought  the  courts  up  to  the  position  of  refusing  to 
interfere,  except  in  cases  where  the  nuisance  is  so  clear  and  un- 
mistakable, as  to  furnish  no  reasonable  excuse  to  a  court  for  with- 
holding its  remedial  aid.  Particularly  is  this  the  case  upon  the 
equity  side  of  their  courts.  The  cases  referred  to  will  be  cited 
hereafter,  as  well  as  those  of  other  States. 

Sec.  7.  The  law  should  not  and  does  not  deal  with  trifles.' 
The  maxim  '•'■  de  minimis  non  curat  lex''"'  is  as  old  as  the  law 
itself.  Therefore,  the  law  will  not  declare  a  thing  a  nuisance 
because  it  is  unpleasant  to  the  eye,  because  all  the  rules  of  pro- 
priety and  good  taste  have  been  violated  in  its  construction,  nor 
because  the  property  of  another  is  rendered  less  valuable,  nor 
because  its  existence  is  a  constant  source  of  irritation  and  annoy- 
ance to  others.  ISTo  fanciful  notions  are  recognized.  It  does  not 
pander  to  men's  tastes,  nor  consult  their  mere  convenience.     It 

»  Fish  v.  Dodge,  4  Denio  (N.  T.),311;  St.  275  ;   Davidson  v.  Isham,  1  Stockt. 

Crump  10.  Lambert,  3  Eq.  Cas.  409 ;  Peck  (N.  J.)  189  ;  Bamford  ».  Turnlv,  3  B.  & 

V.  Elder,  3  Sandf.  (N.Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  126;  S.  81 ;  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.L.  &  Eq. 

Howard  v.  Lee,  id.  281 ;  Washburne  n.  20 ;    Simpson  «.  Savage,  1  C.  B.  (X.  S.^ 

Wesson   Iron   Manufacturing   Co.,  13  347 ;  Rex  v.  Hill,  2  C.  &  P.  488,  and 

Allen  (Mass.),  94 ;  Barnes  «.  Hathorn,  numerous   other    cases    that   will    be 

i4  Me.  154 ;  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  58  Penn.  hereafter  referred  to. 
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simply  guards  and  upholds  their  material  rights,  and  shields  them 
from  unwarrantable  invasion.  It  recognizes  no  distinction  in 
classes,  ranks  or  conditions  of  life,  but  measures  out  the  same 
even  and  exact  justice  to  all.  While  it  enforces  with  rigid  exact- 
ness the  principles  of  that  time-honored  maxim  of  the  law,  bor- 
rowed from  the  gospel  rule,  "  sic  utere  tioo  alienum  non  Icedas^'' 
yet  it  gives  it  a  reasonable  application,  and  applies  it  only  to  those 
instances  where  the  damage  resulting,  arises  from  a  use  of  prop- 
erty in  such  a  manner  as  violates  a  legal  right  of  another.'  In 
Pichard  v.  Collins,  23  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  458,  Strong,  J., 
says  :  "  It  is  the  general  rule  that  the  owner  of  land  may  use  it  at 
his  own  pleasure.  The  rule  is,  however,  subject  to  this  qualifica- 
tion, that  he  is  not  allowed  so  to  use  it  as  to  infringe  the  rights  of 
others  The  maxim  of  law,  '  so  use  your  own  that  yon  injure  not 
another's  property,'  is  supported  by  the  soundest  wisdom.  But 
the  injury  intended  is  a  legal  injury,  an  invasion  of  some  legal 
right." 

In  Mahan  v.  Brown,  13  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  261,  Savage,  Ch.  J., 
says :  "  The  defendant  has  not  so  used  his  own  property  as  to 
injure  another.  Xo  one,  legally  speaking,  is  injured  or  damnified 
unless  some  right  is  infringed." 

Sec.  8.  Blackstone  says,  in  vol.  3,  p.  213  of  his  Commentaries, 
that  '•  a  nuisance  is  any  thing  that  worketh  hurt,  inconvenience  or 
damage,"  and  we  find  this  definition  frequently  referred  to  and 
adopted  by  writers  who  have  treated  upon  this  subject,  as  well  as 
by  courts,  but  it  must  be  evident  to  every  one  who  has  investigated 
the  subject,  that  the  definition  as  conveying  the  legal  import  of  the 
word,  is  not  only  erroneous,  but  that  it  is  absolutely  absurd,  and  is 
not  supported  by  a  single  authority,  either  in  Blackstone's  time 
or  since.  It  is  true  that  "  hurt,  inconvenience  and  damage  "  are 
essential  elements  of  a  nuisance ;  that  they  are  among  the  results 
that  arise  therefrom,  but  it  is  not  true  that  every  thing  that  pro- 
duces those  results  is  a  nuisance.  Nor  is  it  ever  true  that  the 
thing  producing  those  results  is  a  nuisance,  unless  it  is  done  or 
exists  in  violation  of  a  right.     For  illustration,  A  and  B  are  the 

*  In  Citizens'  Gas-light  Co.  ■o.  Cleave-    no  remedy  at  law,  and,  consequently, 
land,  20  N.  J.  209,   the   court   says:     none  in  equity. 
"  Where  the  injury  is  trifling  there  is 
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owners  of  adjoining  lands,  and  A  builds  a  house  upon  the  extreme 
border  of  his  land,  next  to  that  of  B's.  B,  shortly  afterward, 
excavates  upon  his  own  land,  near  to  A's,  and  A's  house,  being 
deprived  of  the  support  of  B's  soil,  falls  into  the  pit  which  B  has 
dug.  ^Now  A  has  sustained  great  hurt  from  B's  act  in  digging 
the  pit  upon  his  land,  in  the  destruction  of  his  house;  he  has  sus- 
tained great  inconvenience  in  being  deprived  of  its  use,  and  in 
being  compelled  to  take  it  out  of  B's  pit  in  pieces ;  he  certainly 
has  sustained  great  damage  in  the  loss  of  all  that  he  has  expended 
for  labor  in  the  construction  of  his  house,  and  much  that  was  ex- 
pended for  materials.  Here  we  have  the  three  elements,  "  hurt, 
inconvenience  and  damage  "  concm-ring,  and  yet  even  in  Black- 
stone's  time,  and  long  before,  it  was  held,  that  unless  A  had 
acquired  a  prescriptive  right  to  the  lateral  support  of  B's  land  for 
his  house,  or  had  the  right  by  grant,  express  or  implied,  B's  act 
did  not  create  a  nuisance,  and  that  A  was  remediless.  Wilde  v. 
Miiisterly,  2  Rolle's  Abr.,  tit.  PI.  1,  564;  Slingsly  v.  Barnard^ 
1  Kolle,  430.  It  is  also  laid  down  in  Kolle,  107,  1.  20,  that  an 
action  on  the  ease  does  not  lie  upon  a  thing  done  to  the  incon- 
venience of  another :  as  if  a  man  erects  a  mill  near  to  the  mill  of 
another,  whereby  the  other  loses  a  part  of  his  profit,  unless  the 
first  mill  had  acquired  an  exclusive  right  by  lapse  of  time.  It  is 
also  laid  down  by  Wkat,  J.,  in  Aldred^s  Case,  9  Coke,  58,  that  a 
house  built  so  as  to  hide  the  prospect  of  another  is  not  a  nui- 
sance. 

So  in  Comyn's  Dig.,  vol.  1,  p.  429,  it  is  said  that  a  "  reasonable 
use  of  a  right  is  not  a  nuisance,  though  it  be  to  the  annoyance  of 
another :  as  if  a  butcher  or  brewer  use  his  trade  in  a  convenient 
place,  though  it  be  to  the  annoyance  of  his  neighbor. 

So  in  Smart  v.  Stisted,  \>e:  St.  John,  at  Suffolk  Assizes  in 
1657,  it  was  held,  that  if  a  man  use  water  in  his  o^vn  land  out  of 
a  water-coui*se  running  through  his  land  to  the  pond  of  B, 
whereby  B's  pond  is  not  so  full,  he  was  not  liable  for  a  nuisance 
if  he  did  not  divert  the  water-course. 

So  in  1  Rolle,  558,  1.  46,  it  is  said  that,  in  London,  a  house 
erected  upon  an  ancient  foundation,  which  obstructs  the  ancient 
lights  of  the  adjoining  house,  is  not  a  nuisance.  And  thus  I 
might  go  on  multiplying  authorities  existing  in  Blackstone's  time, 
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to  show  that  hurt,  inconvenience  and  damage  must  result  from 
the  violation  of  some  right,  or  no  nuisance  exists. 

Sec.  9.  It  may  be  said,  then,  that  a  nuisance  is  an  obstruction 
of  or  injury  to  a  right,  working  essential  inconvenience,  annoy- 
ance, discomfort,  injury  or  damage,  and  that  unless  an  act  or  thing 
is  in  violation  of  a  right,  however  much  inconvenience,  annoy- 
ance, discomfort,  injury  or  damage  may  result  therefrom,  the  act 
or  thing  is  not  a  nuisance,  and  the  party  injured  thereby  is  reme- 
diless. It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  order  to  constitute  a 
nuisance,  there  must  not  only  be  a  violation  of  a  right,  but  that 
an  essential  inconvenience,  annoyance,  discomfort  or  injury  must 
result  therefrom.  In  Walter  v.  Selfe^  4  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  20,  J.  F. 
Knight  Bruce,  Y.  C,  expresses  the  rule  thus :  "  Ought  this  in- 
convenience to  be  considered  in  fact  as  more  than  tanciful,  or  as 
one  of  mere  delicacy  and  fastidiousness  ?  As  an  inconvenience, 
materially  interfering  with  the  ordinary  physical  comfort  of  human 
existence,  not  merely  according  to  elegant  or  dainty  modes  and 
habits  of  living,  but  according  to  plain,  sober  and  simple  notions 
among  the  English  people."  The  rule,  as  adopted  in  this  case, 
has  been  cited  with  approbation  by  nearly  all  the  courts  of  this 
country.  But  a  little  reflection  will  show  that,  really,  the  rule  is 
extremely  indefinite,  when  taken  literally  and  as  a  whole,  that 
the  inconvenience  should  be  such  as  materially  to  interfere  with 
the  ordinary  physical  comfort  of  those  affected  thereby,  and  that 
mere  delicacy  and  fastidiousness  should  not  be  allowed  to  furnish 
the  standard  by  which  the  injury  is  to  be  measured,  is  of  itself  a 
rule  that  will  usually  be  sufficient  in  any  case ;  but  when  he  adds 
that  the  degree  of  physical  discomfort  should  be  such  as  is  sug- 
gested by  plain,  sober  and  simple  notions  among  the  English 
people,  the  rule  loses  its  uniformity  of  application,  and  becomes 
subject  to  many  fluctuations.  As  a  measure  of  the  degree  of 
discomfort  requisite  to  be  produced  in  a  given  case,  it  would  be 
dependent  upon  the  peculiar  notions  of  the  people  in  the  locality 
where  the  nuisance  existed.  But  it  was  undoubtedly  intended 
by  the  learned  Chancellor  to  convey,  by  this  language,  the  idea 
that  the  test  of  nuisance  from  such  causes  must  be  controlled  by 
the  circumstances  of  each  case,  and  the  habits,  notions  and  ordin- 
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ary  tastes  and  requirements  of  the  people  in  the  locality  affected 
thereby,  taking  the  simple  and  ordinary  notions  of  ordinary 
classes  as  the  test,  rather  than  intending  it  as  a  fixed  rule,  that 
could  be  uniformly  appKed.  In  Ross  v.  Butler ,  above  referred 
to.  Chancellor  Zabriskie,  in  referring  to  this  rule,  says:  "The 
word  '  uncomfortable '  is  not  precise,  nor  does  the  phrase  of  Vice- 
Chancellor  Bruce,  "according  to  plain  and  sober  and  simple 
notions  among  the  English  people,"  add  much  to  making  it 
definite :  "  In  fact,  no  jpreoise  dejmition  can  be  given,  and  each 
case  has  to  be  judged  of  by  itself."  The  locality,  the  condition 
of  property,  and  the  habits  and  tastes  of  those  residing  there, 
divested  of  any  fanciful  notions,  or  such  as  are  dictated  by 
"  dainty  modes  and  habits  of  living,"  is  the  test  to  apply  in  a 
given  case.  In  the  very  nature  of  things,  there  can  be  no  definite 
or  fixed  standard  to  control  every  case  in  any  locality.  The 
question  is  one  of  reasonableness  or  unreasonableness  in  the  use 
of  property,  and  this  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  locality  and 
its  surroundings. 

Sec.  10.  In  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  4  B.  &  S.  608, 
at  the  Assizes,  Justice  Millor  instructed  the  jury,  that  "every 
man  is  bound  to  use  his  property  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to 
injure  the  rights  of  his  neighbor.  But  the  law  does  not  regard 
trifling  inconvenience.  Every  thing  must  be  looked  at  reasona- 
bly, and,  therefore,  where  the  injury  complained  of  as  a  nuisance 
consists  of  noxious  vapors  arising  in  the  lands  of  another,  in  order 
to  be  actionable,  it  must  be  such  as  sensibly  to  diminish  the  value 
of  the  property,  and  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  it."  The 
case  was  afterward  heard  in  Exchequer  and  also  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  the  ruling  of  Justice  Millor  was  unanimously  sus- 
tained. 116  Eng.  Com.  Law,  608.  In  Barnes  v.  Hatharn,  Am. 
Law  Keg.,  vol.  7,  p.  82 ;  54  Me.  124,  Htnsrx,  J.,  in  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  says :  "  What  is  a  nuisance  ?  In  considering 
this  question,  when  the  complaint  is  based  upon  the  use  by 
another  of  his  own  property,  we  are  first  met  by  the  general  doc- 
trine of  the  right  of  every  man  to  regulate,  improve  and  control 
his  own  property ;  to  make  such  erections  as  his  own  judgment, 
taste  or  interest  may  suggest ;  to  be  master  of  his  own  without 
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dictation  or  interference  by  his  neighbor.  On  the  other  hand, 
we  meet  that  equally  well-established,  and  exceedingly  compre- 
hensive, rule  of  the  common  law,  "  sic  utere  tuo  ut  alienum  non 
IcBdas,^^  which  is  the  legal  application  of  the  gospel  rule  of  doing 
unto  others  as  we  would  that  they  should  do  unto  us. 

The  difficulty  is  in  drawing  the  line  in  particular  cases,  so 
as  to  recognize  and  enforce  boih  rules  within  reasonable  limita- 
tions. It  is  quite  clear  that  the  law  does  not  recognize  a  legal 
right  in  any  one  to  compel  his  neighbor  to  follow  his  tastes, 
wishes  or  preferences,  or  to  consult  his  mere  convenience.  He 
cannot  dictate  the  style  of  architecture,  or,  generally,  the  location 
of  the  buildings ;  or  maintain  that  an  unsightly,  ill-proportioned 
edifice  is  a  nuisance,  because  it  offends  the  eye  or  his  cultivated 
tastes.  Nor  can  he  interfere,  because  he  has  idle  and  unfounded 
fears  of  ill  efiects  from  the  use  of  the  adjoining  lot.  There  may 
be  many  acts  which  to  the  eye  of  others  appear  unneighborly,  and 
even  unkind,  and  entirely  unnecessary  to  the  full  enjoyment  of 
the  property,  vexatious  and  irritating,  and  the  source  of  constant 
mental  annoyance,  and  yet  they  may  be  but  the  legal  exercise  of 
dominion,  and,  therefore,  cannot  be  deemed  nuisances. 

The  diminution  of  the  market  value  of  adjacent  buildings  by 
such  use  will  not  of  itself  make  it  a  nuisance ;  but  there  is  a  limit 
to  such  right.  No  man  is  at  liberty  to  use  his  own  without  any 
reference  to  the  health,  comfort  or  reasonable  enjoyment  of  like 
pubhc  or  private  rights  by  others.  Every  man  gives  up  something 
of  this  absolute  right  of  dominion  and  use  of  his  own,  to  be  regu- 
lated or  restrained  by  law,  so  that  others  may  not  be  hurt  or  hin- 
dered unreasonably  in  the  use  or  enjoyment  of  their  property. 
This  is  the  fundamental  principle  of  all  regulated  civil  communi- 
ties, and  without  it  society  could  hardly  exist,  except  by  the  law 
of  the  strongest.  This  illegal,  unreasonable  and  unjustifiable  use 
to  the  injury  of  another,  or  of  the  public,  the  law  denominates  a 
nuisance."  The  rule  is  well  expressed  in  this  opinion,  and  is  a 
clear  and  correct  statement  of  the  principles  which  control  this 
class  of  wrongs. 

In  Ross  V.  Butler,  4  C  E.  Green  (N".  J.),  294,  it  was  held,  that 
"  matters  that  are  merely  an  annoyance,  by  being  merely  disagree- 
able or  unsightly,  as  a  well-kept  butcher's  shop,  or  a  green  grocery 
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near  a  costly  dwelling-house,  or  any  other  business  that  attracts 
crowds  of  orderly  persons,  or  numbers  of  carts  and  carriages,  are 
not  nuisances,  even  should  they  affect  seriously  the  value  of  the 
property  by  driving  away  tenants,  and  prevent  its  being  let  to 
any  one  who  pays  high  rent." 

Sec.  11.  Nuisances  arise  from  a  violation  of  the  common  law, 
and  not  from  the  violation  of  public  statutes.  "Where  a  statute 
creates  rights,  and  imposes  certain  penalties  for  their  violation, 
the  violation  of  the  right  so  created  is  not  a  nuisance,  and  redress 
can  only  be  had  in  the  manner  provided  by  statute.'  Thus  in 
Bullrooke  v.  Goodere,  3  Burr.  1770,  by  statute  of  1  Eliz.,  ch.  17, 
the  taking  of  fish  in  the  river  Thames,  except  with  certain  nets 
and  trammels  named,  was  prohibited,  and  a  penalty  therefor  was 
provided.  The  defendants,  who  were  water  bailiffs,  found  the 
plaintiff's  bucks  set  in  the  river  contrary  to  the  statute,  and  de- 
stroyed them.  The  plaintiff  brought  this  suit  to  recover  the 
damage  for  the  injury  to  his  nets.  The  defendants  justified,  on 
the  ground,  first,  that  they  were  water  bailiffs,  and  had  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  part  of  the  river  in  which  the  plaintiffs'  nets  were 
set,  and  second,  upon  the  ground  that  the  nets  Avere  set  there 
contrary  to  the  statute.  Lord  Mansfield  said  :  "An  offense  was 
created  by  an  act  of  parliament.  If  you  take  advantage  of  this 
act,  you  must  follow  the  remedy  prescribed  by  it.  This  was  the 
defendant's  own  fishery,  and  he  might  have  done  what  he  would 
with  it  before  the  act."  Wilmot,  J.,  said:  "This  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  a  nuisance,  either  public  or  private.  The  violation 
of  a  public  law  is  not  within  the  idea  of  a  nuisance."  Mr.  Justice 
Gates  said :  "  The  defendants  are  not  to  be  their  own  judges ; 
they  should  have  followed  the  method  prescribed  by  the  act." 

Sec.  12.  But  when  a  certain  act  or  thing  is  a  nuisance  at  com- 
mon law,  and  the  statute  law  also  provides  a  remedy  or  imposes 
a  penalty  for  the  act,  unless  the  statute,  in  express  terms,  takes 
away  the  common-law  remedy,  the  party  injured  may  pursue 

'  Dudley  v.  Mayhew,  3   N.  T.  15 ;  33  Me.  553 ;  Andover  Turnpike  Co.  « 

Behan  v.  The  People,  17  id.  517  ;  Smith  Gould,  6  Mass.  43 ;  Franklin  Glass  Co 

V.  Lockwood,  13  Barb.  217 ;  Renwick  v.  v.  White,  14  id.  286. 
Morris,  7  Hill,  62  ;  Bassett  v.  Carleton, 
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either  at  liis  election.  Thus  in  Renwick  v.  Morris,  7  Hill,  575, 
which  was  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  the  destruction  of  the 
plaintiflfs'  dam  by  the  defendants,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiffs 
were  authorized  by  the  legislature  to  construct  a  dam  across  a 
navigable  river,  and  that  they  constructed  their  dam  under  this 
act  in  such  a  way  as  to  obstruct  navigation,  and  the  defendants 
abated  the  obstruction  of  their  own  motion.  Walworth,  Chan- 
cellor, in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said:  "Where  a 
new  offense  is  created  by  statute,  and  a  penalty  is  given  for  its 
violation,  the  penalty  or  remedy  is  confined  to  that  given  by  stat- 
ute ;  but  giving  a  superadded  penalty  for  the  erection  or  con- 
tinuance of  a  nuisance  does  not  take  away  the  common-law  right 
of  the  public  to  have  it  indicted  and  removed  as  such.  Nor  does 
it  prevent  its  being  abated  in  the  usual  way  by  individuals,  at  the 
peril  of  showing  that'  it  was  a  nuisance,  and  that  they  did  no 
unnecessary  damage  in  removing  it." 

But  when  the  statute  creates  a  right,  and  provides  no  remedy 
for  its  violation,  the  violation  of  the  right  thus  created  will  be 
regarded  as  a  nuisance,  and  the  party  injured  may  have  a  remedy 
therefor  as  for  a  nuisance,  either  by  action  or  otherwise. 

Sec.  13.  Nuisances  arise,  as  has  been  before  stated,  from  a 
misuse  of  property,  real  or  personal,  or  from  a  person's  own 
improper  conduct.  But  the  idea  of  a  nuisance,  generally,  is  asso- 
ciated with,  and  more  commonly  arises  from,  the  wrongful  use  of 
real  property.  It  is  only  in  special  and  infrequent  instances  that 
it  arises  otherwise,  which  will  be  referred  to  and  fully  explained 
infra.  They  are  always  injuries  that  result  as  a  consequence  of 
an  act  done  outside  of  the  property  injured,  and  are  the  indirect 
and  remote  eff'ects  of  an  act,  rather  than  a  direct  and  immediate 
consequence.  It  is  a  species  of  invasion  of  another's  property  by 
agencies  operating  entirely  outside  of  the  property  itself,  and  im- 
perceptible and  invisible,  except  in  the  results  produced,  which 
are  often  even  themselves  not  visible,  and  whose  presence  at  times 
is  only  appreciable  by  one  of  the  senses,  and  that,  generally,  not 
by  the  sense  of  seeing. 

A  trespass  is  a  direct  and  forcible  invasion  of  one's  property, 
producing  a  direct  and  immediate  result,  and  consisting  usually 
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of  a  single  act ;  but  injuries  of  this  class  are  indirect,  and  a  con- 
Bequence  of  a  wrongful  act,  and  continuous,  and  the  fact  of  their 
continuousness  is  one  of  the  main  reasons  that  make  them  a  nui- 
sance. The  rules  of  law,  as  applied  to  these  wrongs,  had  their 
origin  from,  and  are  predicated  upon,  the  maxim  "  sic  utere  tuo 
alienum  non  IxBdas^''  and  the  inconsistencies  that  sometimes  have 
appeared  in  the  judgments  of  courts  when  dealing  with  this 
branch  of  the  law,  have  merely  arisen  from  a  difference  in  the 
construction  of  the  true  force  and  meaning  of  the  rule.  From  a 
failure  at  all  times  to  keep  in  view  this  fact,  that  there  can  be  no 
legal  injury  except  from  the  violation  of  a  legal  right.  Lord 
Holt,  in  Ashhy  v.  White^  2  Ld.  Rajm.  938,  gave  expression  to 
the  true  construction  of  this  rule  of  the  law  when  he  said,  "  A 
damage  is  not  merely  pecuniary,  but  an  injury  imports  a  damage, 
when  a  man  is  thereby  hindered  of  his  rights."  But  when  no 
right  has  been  violated,  it  cannot,  by  any  process  of  reasoning,  be 
established  that  there  is  a  legal  injury  or  damage.  The  instances 
of  "  damnum  absque  injuria^^ '  are  very  numerous,  and  are  always 
injuries  that  result  from  a  lawful  act,  for  the  law  never  recognizes 
an  injury  resulting  from  a  lawful  act  as  importing  damages. 

The  maxim  "  ubijus,  ibi  remedium, "  is  as  old  as  "  sic  utere^''  etc., 
and  is  the  necessary  adjunct  of  it,  and  yet  no  one  ever  supposed 
for  a  moment  that  it  authorized  a  remedy,  except  to  enforce  a 
legal  right.  In  giving  force  and  effect  to  the  maxim  "  sic  utere^^ 
etc.,  the  courts  are  always  met  by  the  right  of  parties  to  use  their 
own  property  in  every  reasonable  way,  and  neither  justice  nor 
public  policy  would  tolerate  the  idea  that  a  person  should  be  made 
liable  for  damages  resulting  from  a  reasonable  use  of  property. 
Therefore,  in  determining  whether  or  not  an  injury  has  been 
done  amounting  to  a  nuisance,  it  is  necessary  to  balance  the  rights 
of  the  parties  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  say  whether 
or  not  the  use  of  the  property  in  the  manner  complained  of  is 
reasonable,  and  in  accordance  with  the  relative  rights  of  the 
parties. 

>  Wilde  w.  Minsterly,  2  RoUe,  tit.  1,  PL  169  ;  Radcliffe's  Executors  v.  Brooklyn, 

1,  564 ;  Wyatt «. Harrison,  3  B.  &  A.871 ;  4  K  T.  169  ;   Pryce  v.  Belcher,  4  C.  B. 

Panton «.  Holland,  17  Johns.  (N.T.)  92;  866;  Gibhs  v.  Pisse,  9  M.  &  W.  351; 

Thurston  v.  Hancock,  12  Mass.  220  ;  La  Davies  v.  Jenkins,  11  id.  145  ;  Roret  v. 

Sala  V.  Holbrook,  4  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  T.)  Lewis,  17  L.  J.  99. 
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Sec.  14.  Nuisances  are  either  public,  private  or  mixed.  Public 
nuisances,  strictly,  are  such  as  result  from  the  violation  of  public 
rights,  and  producing  no  special  injury  to  one  more  than  another 
of  the  people,  may  be  said  to  have  a  common  effect,  and  to  pro- 
duce a  common  damage.  Of  this  class  are  those  intangible  in- 
juries that  result  from  the  immoral,  indecent  and  unlawful  acts 
of  parties  that  become  nuisances  by  reason  of  their  deleterious 
influences  upon  the  morals  or  well-being  of  society.  \"  uisances 
that  arise  from  the  acts  of  men,  that  for  the  time  being  make 
the  property  devoted  to  their  purposes  a  nuisance,  but  which 
ceases  to  be  so  when  the  use  is  stopped :  Such  as  disorderly  houses, 
gaming-houses  and  cock-pits,  that  are  "  malwm  in  se "  and  com- 
mon nuisances  purely,  and  only  punishable  by  indictment.  Of 
this  class,  also,  are  most  purprestures,  which  are  a  class  of  public 
nuisances  that  result  from  the  appropriation  by  one  person  to  him- 
self and  to  his  own  use  of  pubKc  property  that  should  be  common 
to  all." 

Sec.  15.  Private  nuisances  are  injuries  that  result  from  the 
violation  of  private  rights,  and  produce  damages  to  but  one  or  a 
few  persons,  so  that  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  public :  As  belonging 
to  this  class  is  the  building  of  a  house  with  the  eaves  projecting 
over  the  lands  of  another ; '  or  the  erection  of  a  building  so  as  to 
hide  the  ancient  lights  of  several  persons;*  or  a  tinsmith's  shop, 
the  noise  from  which  annoys  the  occupants  of  but  three  or  four 
tenements.' 

Sec.  16.  Mixed  nuisances  are  those  nuisances  that  are  both 
public  and  private  in  their  effects :  Public,  in  that  they  produce 
injury  to  many  persons  or  all  the  public ;  and  private,  because  at 
the  same  time  they  produce  a  special  and  particular  injury  to  pri- 
vate rights,  which  subjects  the  wrong-doer  to  indictment  by  the 
public,  and  to  damages  at  the  suit  of  persons  injured.  Of  this 
class  are  obstructions  placed  in  a  highway,  which  produce  a  spe- 

'  Ely  «.  Supervisors,  etc.,  36  N.  Y.  297;  see  Waterman's  Eden  on  Injunctions, 

Brown  v.  Perkins,  12  Gray  (Mass.),  89;  vol.  2,  p.  259;  2  Coke's  Inst.  38  ;  Har- 

Grey«.  Ayres,7  Dana  (Ky.),  375;  Moodv  grave's  L.  T.  84. 

V.  Supervisors,  etc.,  46  Barb.  (N.  T.  S.  C")  «  Pendrudock's  Case,  5  Coke,  100. 

659  ;  Hopkins  v.  Crombie,  4  N.  H.  52iJ ;  •»  Wheaton's  Selwyn,  vol.  2,  p.  350  • 

Graves  v.  Shattuck,  35  id.  257 ;  State  Soltau  v.  De  Held,  2  Sim.  N.  S.  143. 

V.  Paul,  5  R.  1. 185.    As  to  purprestures,  *  Rex  v.  Lloyd,  4  Esp.  200. 
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cial  injury  to  one  person,  by  injuring  his  horse,  carriage  or  him- 
self, while  others  of  the  public  are  only  hindered,  inconvenienced 
or  delayed.^  Also  establishments  which,  by  reason  of  the  nature 
of  the  business  carried  on,  produce  such  noxious  smells  and  vapors 
as  to  annov  the  whole  communitv,  and  at  the  same  time  are  a 
special  injury  to  those  residing  or  doing  business  in  their  imme- 
diate vicinity,  by  rendering  their  houses  untenantable,  or  their 
enjoyment  so  uncomfortable  that  they  sustain  a  special  and  par- 
ticular damage  apart  from  and  beyond  the  rest  of  the  public' 
These  various  classes  will  be  treated  fully  in  other  chapters. 

'  Rose  -c.  Millr^,  4  M.  i  S.  101 ;  Barr  ^  Bamford  r.  Turnlev,  3  B.  &  S.  66 ; 
0.  Stevens,  1  Bibb.  (Ky.)  293  ;  Hughes  Tipping  r.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  4 
p.  Heiser,  1  Binn.  (Penn.)  463.  id.  60S ;   Wesson   v.  Washbume  Iron 

Works,  13  Allen  (Mass.),  95. 
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Sec.  17.  Nuisances  defined.     Hawkins,  vol.  1,  p.  360. 

18.  Uses  of  property  that  create  public  nuisance. 

19.  Prescription  for  public  nuisance  not  gained  by  time  or  usefulness  of 

business ;  violation  of  individual  rights  not  a  public  nuisance. 

20.  Public  character  and  effects  of  public  nuisance  must  be  established. 

21.  Distinctions  of  the  law  in  determining  public  nuisances  in  panicular 

localities  ;  rule  adopted  by  the  courts. 

22.  What  constitutes  a  nuisance,  question  for  the  court ;  proof  of  facts 

sufficient,  question  for  the  jury. 

23.  Injuries  affecting  public  morals  ;  nuisances  per  se. 

24.  Wrongs  malum  in  se. 

25.  House  wherein  offenses   punishable   by  fine  are  committed ;   public 

nuisance ;  house  in  filthy  condition ;   fast  driving  through  jtublic 
streets  ;  publication  of  obscene  literature. 

26.  Screening  coal  in  public  place  ;  public  exhibition  of  stud-horse,  public 

nuisance. 

27.  AMiether  an  act  comes  within  the  idea  of  a  nuisance,  care  not  an 

element. 

28.  Question  one  of  results. 

29.  House  of  ill-fame,  public  nuisance  ;  reputation  not  sutficient  proof. 

30.  Owner  indictable  ;  evidence  of  his  knowledge  of  its  use  being  estab 

Hshed. 
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Sec.  31.  Landlord  jointly  liable  with  tenant,  civilly  and  criminally. 

32.  Nuisances  affecting  public  morals  abatable  only  by  the  courts. 

33.  Necessary  abatement  of  nuisance  not  permitted. 

34.  Married  woman  liable  as  femme  sole,  though  acting  under  her  hus- 

band's orders. 

35.  Husband  and  wife  jointly  liable. 

36.  Persons  chargeable  with  keeping  bawdy  houses. 

37.  Disorderly  houses,  other  than  bawdy  houses,  common  nuisances. 

38.  What  create  disorderly  houses. 

39.  Noise  and  violence  not  necessary  elements  to. 

40.  Owner  not  liable  without  proof  of  approbation  and  consent, 

41.  House  of  assignation,  public  nuisance. 

42.  Tippling  house,  where  disorderly  people  congregate,  common  nui- 

sance. 

43.  Doctrine  of  Tanner  v.  Trustees  commented  on  and  doubted;  Jacob 

Hall's  Case. 

44.  Jacob  Hall's  Case,  continued. 

45.  Jacob  Hall's  Case,  as  reported  in  Modern  Reports. 

46.  Jacob  Hall's  Case,  as  reported  in  Ventris. 

47.  Bowling  alley,  properly  conducted,  not  a  nuisance. 

48.  Billiard  rooms  not  nuisances. 

49.  Gaming  houses,  common  nuisances  ;  legal  meaning  of  the  term. 

50.  Husband  and  wife  may  be  jointly  indicted  for  keeping  gaming  house. 

51.  Innkeeper  indictable,  if  his  house  is  disorderly. 

52.  Any  business  or  act  calling  together  disorderly  crowds  in  public  places, 

a  nuisance. 

53.  Person  setting  up  a  lottery,  punishable  for  common  nuisance. 

54.  Fire- works,  and  their  manufacture  in  public  place,  common  nuisances 

55.  Monopolies  and  schemes  for  deceiving  the  public,  nuisances. 
-     56.  Theaters  used  for  low  and  vicious  plays,  nuisances. 

57.  Common  scold,  common  nuisance  ;  offense  confined  to  women. 

58.  Anger  not  an  element  of  offense ;  practice  must  be  habitual. 

59.  Eavesdroppers,  common  nuisances,  punishable  by  fine. 

60.  Law  regarding  eavesdroppers  salutary  and  just. 

61.  Indecent  exposure  of  one's  person  in  public  place,  a  public  nuisance. 

62.  Distinction  between  statutory  and  common-law  offense. 

63.  Decision  in  North  Carolina. 

64.  Cases  cited,  showing  extent  of  offense  committed  sufficient  for  indict- 

ment. 

65.  Doctrine  of  Rex  v.  Gallard  considered. 

66.  Intent,  question  for  the  jury. 

67.  Act  not  committed  in  public  place,  evil  intent  must  be  shown  ;  in  what 

the  offense  consists ;  accidental  exposure  excusable ;  cases  cited, 
showing  when  and  where  indecent  exposure  becomes  a  public  nui- 
sance. 

68.  Offenses  regulated  by  legislation. 

69.  Selling  of  obscene  pictures,  books,  etc.,  common  nuisance. 


PUBLIC   NUISANCES.  26 

Sec.  70.  Contagious  diseases :  exposure  of  persons  affected  with. 

71.  Selling  diseased  meat,  adulterated  of  persons  affected  with. 

72.  Public  exhibitions  that  corrupt  morals,  disturb  the  peace,  etc. 

73.  Keeping  of  combustible  or  explosive  materials  in  public  place ;  negli- 

gent keeping  not  regarded  an  element. 

74.  Circulation  of  false  reports,  calculated  to  create  false  alarms,  a  public 

nuisance. 

75.  General  principles  by  which  to  determine  public  nuisances  arising 

from  uses  of  property. 

76.  Noxious  trades  of  a  generally  offensive  character  ;  persons  liable  for. 

77.  Liabilities  of  landlord  and  tenant,  master  and  servant. 

78.  Municipal  corporations  indictable  same  as  individuals. 

79.  Use  of  property  :  within  the  legal  idea  of  a  nuisance? 

80.  Length  of  time,  or  convenience  of  place,  no  defense. 

Sec.  17.  Hawkins  says,  in  vol.  1,  p.  360,  of  his  Pleas  of  the 
Crown :  "  Offenses  less  than  capital,  more  immediately  against 
the  subject  and  not  amounting  to  a  disturbance  of  the  peace, 
which  may  be  committed  by  private  persons  without  any  imme- 
diate relation  to  an  office,  and  which  are  of  an  inferior  nature  to 
other  offenses,  being  neither  infamous  nor  grossly  scandalous,  seem 
to  be  reducible  to  the  following  heads :  First,  such  as  more  imme- 
diately affect  the  public ;  secondly,  such  as  more  particularly  affect 
the  interests  of  particular  persons.  Common  nuisances  may  be  de- 
fined to  be  doing  something  to  the  annoyance  of  all  the  king's  sub- 
jects, or  by  neglecting  to  do  that  which  the  common  good  requires. 
But  annoyances  to  the  interest  of  particular  persons  are  not  pun- 
ishable by  indictment  as  common  nuisances  are,  but  are  left  to  be 
redressed  by  the  private  action  of  the  party  aggrieved  by  them."  ' 

'  Bacon's  Abr.,  vol.  7,  p.  323 ;  Burn's  that  which  the  public  good  requires. 

Justice,  vol.  3,  p.  418.    "A  public  nui-  Russell  on  Crimes,  vol.  1,  p.  294 ;  4  Bl. 

sance  is  such  an  inconvenient  or  trou-  Com.  166.     Whatever  is  injurious  to  a 

blesome  offense  as  annoys  the  whole  large  class  of  the  community,  or  annoys 

community  in  general,  and  not  some  that  portion  of  the  public  tliat  necessa- 

particular  person."     4   Bl.  Com.    167.  rily  comes  in  contact  with  it,  is  a  pub- 

Whether  a  nuisance  is  public  or  not  lie  nuisance  at  common  law.     Lansing 

depends  upon  the  number  of  persons  v.  Smith,  8  Cow.  146.     Any  thing  of- 

annoyed  by  it,  and  is  a  question  for  the  fensive  to  the  sight,  smell  or  hearing, 

jury.     Rex  v.  White,  1  Burr.  337  ;  Ros-  erected  or  carried  on  in  a  public  place, 

coe's  Crim.  Ev.  788 ;  Jacob's  Law  Die,  where   the   people  dwell  or  pass,  or 

tit.  Nui. ;  Lilly's  Register,  vol.  2,  A  307.  have  a  right  to  pass,  to  their  annoy- 

An  injury  to  several  commoners  only  ance,  is  a  public  nuisance  at  common 

is  a  private  nuisance.     9  Coke,  113  a.  law.     Hackney  v.  State,   8   Ind.  494. 

A  public  nuisance  may  be  considered  In  Attorney-General  v.  Sheffield   Gas 

as  an  offense  against  the  economical  Co.,  3  De  Gex,  M.  &  G.  304,  it  was  held, 

regimen  of  the  State,  either  by  doing  that  the  digging  of  trenches  in  the 

a  thing  to  the  annoyance  of  all  the  publicstreet  for  the  laying  of  gas-pipes 

king's   subjects,  or   neglecting  to  do  created  a  public  nuisance,  even  though 
4 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  a  public  nuisance  is  a  violation  of  a 
public  ri^ht,  either  by  a  direct  encroachment  upon  public  rights 
or  property,  or  by  doing  some  act  which  tends  to  a  common 
injury,  or  by  omitting  to  do  some  act  which  the  common  good 
requires,  and  which  it  is  the  duty  of  a  person  to  do,  and  the  omis- 
sion to  do  which  results  injuriously  to  the  public.^  Every  person 
owes  certain  duties  to  the  public,  and  the  failure  to  discharge 
them,  whereby  the  public  is  injured,  is  regarded  at  common  law 
as  a  quasi  crime.  Among  these  duties  is  that  of  so  using  his 
own  property  as  not  to  injure  the  public,  being  only  an  enlarged 
application  of  the  maxim  "szc  utere  tuo  alienum  non  Imdas,'^  and 
only  differing  in  its  violation  in  this  respect  in  the  fact  that  it  is 
treated  as  a  public  oifense,  and  is  punishable  by  fine  or  imprison- 
ment, according  to  the  circumstances  and  nature  of  the  ofifense, 
besides  rendering  the  property  producing  the  injury  to  the  extent 
necessary  to  prevent  the  injurious  consequences,  liable  to  removal 
either  by  judgment  of  the  courts  or  at  the  mere  motion  of  any 
individual  suffering  special  damages  therefrom.' 


but  small  portions  of  tlie  street  were 
opened  at  one  time,  and  those  allowed 
to  remain  open  in  one  place  but  a 
short  time,  for  all  had  a  right  to  pass, 
and  all  who  came  to  the  obstruction 
were  injured  thereby.  In  Saltau  v.  De 
Held,  2  Sim.,  N.  S.,  142,  Kindersly, 
V.  C,  said,  that  to  constitute  a  public 
nuisance,  the  thing  complained  of  must 
be  such  as  in  its  nature  or  its  conse- 
quences is  a  nuisance,  an  injury  or  a 
damage  to  all  persons  who  come  within 
the  sphere  of  its  operations,  though  it 
may  be  so  in  a  greater  degree  to  some 
than  to  others.  See,  also.  Imperial 
Gaslight  &  Coke  Co.  v.  Broadbent,  7 
H.  L.  Ca.  600 ;  Crowder  v.  Tinkler, 
19  Ves.  617 ;  Thorne  v.  Taw  Vale  Rail- 
road Co.,  10  Beav.  10,  21  ;  Regina  v. 
Train,  2  B.  &  S.  640 ;  Bostock  v.  North 
Staffordshire  Railroad  Co.,  5  De  G.  &  S. 
584.  In  order  to  constitute  a  public 
nuisance,  it  must  be  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  injure  or  annoy  all  who  come 
within  its  sphere.  Commonwealth  v. 
Smith,  6  Cush.  (Mass.)  80 ;  Common- 
wealth V.  Ferris,  5  Rand.  691 ;  Rex  v. 
Medley,  6  C.  &  P.  292;  Rex  v.  Webb, 
2  C.  &  K.  933.  Some  trades  may  be  a 
nuisance  in  a  populous  or  public  place 
and  not  so   in   a   retired   place,  even 


though  many  choose  to  go  there.  Ellis 
V.  State,  7  Blackf .  (Ind.)  534  ;  Beatty  v. 
Qilmore,  4  Harr.  (Penn.)  463 ;  Rex  v. 
Pierce,  2  Shawer,  327  ;  Ray  «.  Lynes, 
10  Ala.  63;  Rex  v.  Cross,  2  C.  &  P.  483  ; 
Rex  V.  Watts,  M.  &  M.  281 ;  Rex  v.  Car- 
lisle, C.  &  P.  636 ;  Regina  v.  Wing,  3 
Salk.  460  ;  Rex  v.  Neville,  Peake,  91. 

'  4  Bl.  Com.  166  ;  2  Rolle's  Abr.  83 ; 
Lansing  v.  Smith,  8  Cow.  146  ;  1  Russel 
on  Crimes,  295.  See  chapter  on  Pur- 
prestures,  infra. 

^  Rex  V.  Rosewell,  2  Salk.  459  ;  Jamea 
V.  Hay  ward,  Jones  222,  223 ;  Penrud- 
dock's  Case,  5  Coke,  100 ;  Baten's  Case, 
9  id.  53 ;  Mayor  of  New  York  v.  Board 
of  Health,  31  How.  Pr.  385.  A  public 
nuisance  can  only  be  abated  by  the 
party  injured.  Griffith  v.  McCullum, 
46  Barb.  561.  In  Dimes  v.  Petley,  15 
Q.  B.  276,  it  was  held,  that  an  Individ 
ual  cannot  justify  damaging  the  prop- 
erty of  another,  on  the  ground  that  it 
is  a  nuisance  to  a  public  right,  unless 
it  does  him  a  special  injury.  Brown  «. 
Perkins,  12  Gray  (Mass.),  89 ;  Harrower 
V.  Ritsou,  37  Barb.  (Sup-.  Ct.  N.  Y.)  301; 
Browning  v.  New  Orleans  Canal  Co., 
12  La.  541 ;  Bateman  v.  Bench,  18  Q.  B. 
870  ;  Wales  v.  Stetson,  2  Mass.  143 ; 
Arundel  v.  McCulloch,  10  id.  70. 
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Sec.  18.  In  order  to  make  the  nse  of  property  in  a  particular 
manner  a  public  nuisance,  it  must  be  to  the  common  annoyance 
of  the  public  —  that  is,  it  must  be  so  extensive  in  its  consequences 
that  they  cannot  be  said  to  be  confined  to  a  few  persons ; " '  or  it 
must  be  in  a  public  place,  as  on  a  public  road  or  street,'  so  as  to 
seriously  ofi'end  and  annoy  those  who  lawfully  pass.  For  even 
works  that  are  a  nuisance  per  se  may  be  lawfully  carried  on  in  a 
convenient  place :  °  As  in  a  place  so  far  removed  from  habitations 
and  public  roads,  or  navigable  streams,  as  to  produce  no  injurious 
or  offensive  results  to  any  except  such  as  pass  them  casually  or 
from  curiosity. 

But  when  any  such  trade  or  business  is  thus  established  in 
a  convenient  place,  removed  from  dwellings  and  public  ways, 
even  though  it  has  been  carried  on  there  for  many  years,  yet 
when  the  place  becomes  inconvenient,  by  reason  of  public  roads 
being  laid  so  near  it  that  it  becomes  materially  ofiensive  to 
those  passing  npon  them,  or  when  other  business  is  established 
in  its  vicinity  which  is  not  a  nuisance,  and  which  is  injuri- 
ously affected  thereby,  by  being  offensive  to  those  who  work 
there  or  come  there  to  trade,  or  when  numerous  dwellings  are 
erected  in  its  vicinity,  to  which  it  is  a  serious  annoyance,  it  be- 
comes a  public  nuisance,  and  must  yield  to  the  public  necessity 
and  to  the  demands  of  the  public  interest,  notwithstanding  that 
it  has  been  carried  on  there  for  more  than  a  century,  for  no 
amount  of  time  works  a  prescription  for  a  public  nuisance  or 
other  public  offense." 

'  Rex  V.  White,  1  Burr.  333.     In  Rex  would   prescribe   for  a  nuisance.     In 

v.  Lloyd,  4  Esp.  200,  Lord  Ellenbor-  Weld     v.  '  Hornby,  7  East,  199,  it  was 

OUGH  held,  that  where  the  business  of  held,  that  it  was  no  defense,  in  a  prose- 

a  tinman  annoyed  but  a  few  persons,  cution  for  a  nuisance,  that  it  had  been 

occupying  chambers  in  Clifford's  Inn,  acquiesced  in  for  more  than  twenty 

it  was  not  so  common  in  its  effects  years.     In  Rex  v.  Cross,  3  Camp.  237, 

as  to  make  the   shop-keeper   indicta-  Lord  Elle:?>bokough  said :"  No  length 

ble.  of  time  will  render  a  nuisance  legal." 

^  Lansing    v.   Smith,    8    Cow.   146 ;  See,  also,  State  v.  Phipps,  9  Ind.  515; 

Hacknv  v.  State,  8  Ind.  494  ;  People  x.  Elliotson  v.  Feetham,  2  Bing.(N.C.)  288; 

Cunningham,   1   Denio,    524;    Rex   v.  Mills  y.  Hall  et  al.,  9  Wend.  (N.Y.)  315; 

Pappineau,  1  Stra.  686.  Commonwealth  v.  Tucker,  2  Pick.  44; 

3  Tipping  n.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  Elkins  v.  State,  2  Humph.  543;  Com- 

116  Eng.  Com.  Law,  608;  2  Rolle's  Abr.  monwealth  v.  Alberger,  1  Wheat.  469; 

140;   Hutt.  136;   Palm.  536 ;   2  Lilly's  People  v.  Cunningham,  1  Denio,  524; 

Register,  309,  F.  Lynch's  Case,  6  City  Hall   Recorder, 

■*  In  Fowler  v.  Sanders,  Cro.  Jac.  446,  61. 
it  was  held,  that  no  length  of  time 
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Sec.  19.  Therefore,  it  is  no  defense  to  an  indictment  for  erect- 
ing or  maintaining  a  nuisance,  that  the  business,  trade  or  occupa- 
tion has  for  a  long  time  been  carried  on  in  the  locality  designated 
without  complaint  from  any  one,  although  it  might  be  a  good 
defense  to  a  private  suit  for  the  recovery  of  damages.^  Neither 
is  it  a  defense  in  any  measure  that  the  business  is  a  useful  one, 
that  it  is  necessary,  or  that  in  its  products  and  operations  it  is  a 
public  benefit,  and  contributes  largely  to  the  enhancement  of  the 
wealth,  prosperity  and  commercial  importance  of  the  community," 
for  if  it  is  really  a  nuisance,  or  operates  as  such  upon  the  public, 
no  measure  of  necessity,  usefulness  or  public  benefit  will  protect 
it  from  the  unflinching  condemnation  of  the  law ;  although,  unless 
the  business  is  a  nuisance  jper  se,  these  facts  have  weight,  both 
with  the  com't  and  with  the  jurors,  in  determining  the  degree  of 
injury  thereby  produced,  and  whether  the  efiects  are  so  annoying, 
so  productive  of  general  inconvenience  and  discomfort,  that  it  can 
be  said  to  be  really  so  prejudicial  to  the  public  as  to  be  a  nui- 
sance. To  constitute  a  public  nuisance  from  the  use  of  real  prop- 
erty, the  same  degree  of  injury  must  be  established  as  to  sustain 
a  recovery  at  the  suit  of  an  individual,  the  only  difierence  being, 

'  Weld  V.  Hornby,  7  East,  199 ;  Com-  Powell,  Hutt.  136  ;  Palm.  536  ;  "Rhodes 

monwealth  ».  Vansickle,  Brightly  R.  69.  v.  Dunbar,  4  P.  F.  Smith  (Penn.),  84; 

5  la  Queen  v.  Train,  2  B.  &  S.  640,  it  Ward's  Case,  4  A.  &  E.  384 ;  31  Eng. 

was  held,  that  where  a  railroad  track  Com.  Law,  92 ;  Morris'  Case,  1  B.  &  A. 

was  laid  in  a  highway,  so  that  horses,  441 ;  20  Eng.  Com.  Law,  421 ;  St.  Helen 

in  stepping  upon  it,  slipped  and  were  Smelting  Co.  v.  Tipping,  4  B.  &  S.  616. 

frightened,    it    was    a    nuisance.     In  In  Rex  v.  Russell,  6  B.  &  C.  566,  it  was 

Works  V.  Junction  Railroad  Co.,  5  Mc-  held,  that,  in  some  cases,  where  the 

Lean,  425,  it  was  held,  that  a  nuisance  public   health   is   not   concerned,    the 

could  not  be  tolerated,  on  the  ground  public  good  it  does  may  be  taken  into 

that   the    community  derived   benefit  consideration,  to  ascertain  if  the  pub- 

from  it      In  Respublica  v.  Caldwell,  1  lie  benefit  outweighs  the  public  annoy- 

Dall.  (U.  S.)  150,  it  was  held,  that  it  ance,  but  the  doctrine  of  this  case  was 

is  no  defense  to  an  indictment  for  a  directly  overruled  by  the  court  in  Res 

nuisance  that  it  is  of  great  public  bene-  v.  Ward,  4  Ad.  &  El.  384,  and  it  wag 

fit.     Regina  v.  Barry,  9  Law  R.  122  ;  said  that  public  benefits  were  not  to  be 

Roscoe's  Crim.  Ev.  738 ;  Hart  et  al.  v.  considered ;  and  still  later,  in  Rex  v. 

Mayor,  etc.,  9  Wend.  (N.  T.)  571,  582.  Tindall,  6  Ad.  &  El.  143.  the  doctrine 

In  2  Lilly's  Register,  309,  it  is  said,  of  Rex  v.  Ward  was  adopted.     Also, 

"Melting   lead   so   near  to  plaintifE's  see  Rex  v.  Morris,  1  B.  &  A.   441,  in 

land  that  it  spoiled  his  grass  and  wood  which  the  doctrine  was  repudiated  by 

there  growing,  and  whereby  he  lost  Lord  Tenterden  ;  and  in  Beardmore 

two  horses  and  a  cow  pasturing  there,  v.  Treadwell,  31  L.  J.  N.  S.,  Q.  B.,  286, 

is  a  nuisance,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  a  in  1862,  it  was  held,  that  the  fact  that 

lawful  trade,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  a  brick-kiln  was   established  for  the 

nation  and  necessary,  does  not  excuse  manufacture  of  bricks  for  government 

the  action."     2  Rolle's  Abr.  140,  141;  fortifications  was  no  defense. 
Ross  V.  Butter,  19  N.  J.  296 ;  Jones  v. 
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that  the  injury  and  damage  must  be  shown  to  be  common  to 
many,  instead  of  only  applying  to  one  or  a  few  individuals.' 
Indeed,  in  all  instances  of  a  tangible  kind — that  is,  in  all  nui- 
sances, except  those  whose  efifect  is  of  a  moral  character  rather 
than  a  positive  injury  to  property  —  there  must  be  the  same  de- 
gree of  injury  and  damage  that  would  be  necessary  to  maintain 
a  suit  for  damages,  with  this  addition :  that  the  injury  and  damage 
resulting  therefrom  must  be  so  extensive  as  to  affect  many  per- 
sons at  one  and  the  same  time,  so  that  the  injury  can  fairly  be 
said  to  result  to  citizens  as  a  part  of  the  public,  rather  than  to 
them  individually.  The  grant  of  a  franchise  to  operate  a  rail- 
road does  not  confer  power  upon  it  to  use  locomotives  so  con- 
structed as  to  throw  out  burning  coals  that  may  set  fire  to  buildings 
along  the  line  ;  but  the  road  must  be  so  operated  as  to  cause  the 
least  danger.  This  is  not  a  public  nuisance,  although  it  may  in- 
jure many  persons.  A  nuisance  is  only  public  when  it  afi"ects  the 
rights  of  citizens  injured  as  a  part  of  the  public.  The  reason 
why  this  is  not  a  public  nuisance  is,  because  the  effect  of  the 
cause  is  not  common,  nor  caused  by  one  and  the  same  act.  The 
defective  machine  may  cause  injury  to  many  persons,  but  the 
injury  is  occasioned  by  distinct  acts,  and  at  different  periods  of 
time,  so  that  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  common  cause  or  a  com- 
mon injury.  As  a  further  illustration,  if  a  railroad  company,  in 
the  absence  of  a  contract  with  the  laud-owners,  is  bound  to 
fence  its  road,  a  neglect  to  do  so  is  a  nuisance,  and  subjects  the 
company  to  liability  to  land-owners  for  all  damages  sustained 
from  such  neglect,  but  this  does  not  subject  the  company  to  indict- 
ment, for  it  can  in  no  sense  be  said  to  be  a  common  injury  to  the 
rights  of  individuals  as  a  part  of  the  public,  but  is  a  violation  of 
individual  rights,  which  may  or  may  not  result  injuriously,  accord- 
ing to  the  diverse  circumstances  that  control  the  use  of  each  in- 
dividual's land.  The  injury  cannot  by  any  possibility  become 
common.  All  may  sustain  damages  therefrom,  may  be  injured 
thereby,  but  the  injury  cannot  happen  from  the  same  act  or  at 
the  same  time  to  all.     One  may  be  injured  and  damaged  there- 

'  Commonwealth  d.  Smith,  6  Cush.  293  ;  Soltau  v.  De  Held,  9  E.  L.  &Eq.  20; 

(Mass.)  80;  Regina  v.  Webb,  2  C.  &  K.  People  v.  Jackson,  7  Mich.  432;   State 

030-,  Commonwealth  v.  Farris,  5  Rand.  v.  Rve,  35  X.  H.  368;  State  v.  Strong, 

(Va.)  691 ;   Rex  v.  Medley,  C.  C.  &  P.  25  Me.  297. 
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from  to-day  and  another  to-morrow,  or  possibly  never.'  But  if 
the  company  neglect  to  provide  suitable  cattle-guards  and  fences 
at  road-crossings  or  at  the  side  of  a  public  highway,  this  is  clearly 
a  common  nuisance,'  for  which  it  may  be  indicted,  for  every  citi- 
zen has  a  right  to  have  his  cattle  and  property  pass  along  a  high- 
way secure  trom  such  danger  as  is  incident  to  the  operation  of  a 
railroad.  The  distinction  arises  from  tlie  fact  that  every  person 
has  a  right  to  pass  over  a  highway  with  his  property  at  any  time, 
and  any  tmreasonable  act  or  thing  that  endangers  his  own  safety 
or  that  of  his  property  is  a  common  nuisance.' 

Sec.  20.  It  is  not  necessary  to  establish  the  fact  that  the  ill 
effects  are  applicable  to  an  entire  community,  or  that  they  are  the 
same  in  their  effects  upon  all  who  come  within  their  induence,  or 
that  the  same  amount  or  degree  of  damage  is  done  to  each  person 
affected  bv  it,  for  in  the  verv  nature  of  thins^s  this  would  be  im- 
possible.^  Those  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  erection  or 
thing  complained  of  might  sustain  a  special  injury  and  damage 
for  which  they  could  maintain  a  private  suit,  while  others  might 
sustain  no  special  injury  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  community, 
and  thus  would  have  no  redress  except  through  the  intervention 
of  a  public  prosecution.  It  is  sufficient  to  show  that  it  has  a 
'common  effect  upon  manv  as  distinguished  from  a  few.  Where 
the  thing  complained  of  is  in  a  city  or  town,  or  upon  a  public 
highway  or  street,  little  difficulty  can  be  experienced  in  establish- 
ing its  public  character  and  effects,  for  any  thing  which  can  pro- 
duce a  nuisance  that  extends  over  a  highway,  street  or  other 
public  place,  where  people  pass  and  repass,  and  have  a  lawful 
right  to  be  or  congregate,  and  produces  material  annoyance,  in- 
convenience, discomfort  and  injury  to  those  exercising  those  rights, 
is  a  public  nuisance,  and  punishable  as  such.* 

'-  Soltau  V.  De  Held,  9  E.  L.  &  Eq.  20;  Fargo,  id.  264 ;  Murpliv  v.  Dean,  101  id. 

King  r.  Morris  &  Essex  Railroad  Co.,  -3  455  ;   Sheplev  r.  Fifty  Associates,  id. 

C.  E.  Green  (X.  J.  >,  377.  251 ;  Commonwealth  v.  Blaisdell,  107 

-  Pease's  Case,  4  B.&  Ai.30;  Morris'  id.  234  :  United  States  v.  Hart,  Peters' 

Case.  1  id.  441 :  Commonwealth  v.  Low-  C.  C.  CU.  S.)  890. 

eU  &  Nashua  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Grrav  (Mass.),        *  Soltau  v.  De  Held,  9  Eng.  Law  & 

54:  Weld  r.  Gaslight  Co.,  1  Stark.  211.  Eq.  20. 

^  Weir  r.  Kirk,  1  Law  Times,  (50 ;        '  Rex    v.  Pappineau,   1   Stra.   686 ; 

Bex  r.  Pappineau,  1  Str.  6S6  ;   Dewej  Michael  v.  Alestree,  2  Lev.  172  ;  Dixon 

c.  WTiite,  Moodv  &  M.  56 ;   Jones  v.  v.  Bell,  5  M.  &  S.  193 ;   Hammond  v. 

Railroad  Co.,  107  Mass.  261 ;   Judd  t.  Pearson,  3  Camp.  396. 
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Sec.  21.  But  manv  kinds  of  busineco  that  would  be  r^rarded 
as  a  nuisance  upon  a  street  that  is  densely  populated  and  much 
traveled,  or  that  is  occupied  for  business  purposes  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  naturally  make  it  what  is  called  a  thoroughfare,  would 
not  be  such  upon  a  less  populous  street,  or  one  that  is  not  so  much 
used  by  the  public ;  and  the  same  is  also  the  case  with  business 
upon  ordinary  country  roads,  the  same  distinction  existing  be- 
tween those  which  are  much  traveled  and  those  which  are  but 
little  used  by  the  public.^  It  would  be  an  arbitrary  and  rmwar- 
rantable  rule  that  would  make  no  distinction  between  a  street  or 
highway  but  little  used  by  the  public,  and  one  that  is  a  leading 
thoroughfare,  over  which  large  numbers  of  people  are  daily  pass- 
ing ;  or  between  a  street  that  is  built  up  with  elegant  residences 
and  stores,  or  business  places,  and  the  presence  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  a  certain  kind  of  business  would  be  a  serious  annoyance 
and  damage,  and  one  that  is  occupied  with  cheap  buildings,  and 
for  purposes  such  that  the  presence  of  the  same  business  would 
be  of  little  or  no  annoyance,  and  would  operate  to  produc-e  no 
special  damage.  The  law  does,  from  the  necessity  of  things, 
make  this  distinction  in  determining  whether  a  particular  busi- 
ness is  carried  on  in  a  convenient  place.'  Thus,  a  blacksmith 
shop  would  not  for  a  moment  be  tolerated  upon  a  principal  street 
of  a  city  in  the  vicinity  of  costly  buildings  and  fashionable  busi- 
ness places,  except  it  was  kept  up  and  maintained  in  a  way  so  as 
to  produce  no  possible  annoyance  or  injury  ;*  but,  from  the  need- 
fulness of  the  business,  it  is  tolerated  upon  streets  in  less  import- 
ant parts  of  the  city,  and  the  smoke  and  cinders  arising  therefrom, 
as  well  as  the  noisy  reverberations  from  the  heavy  strokes  of  the 
sledge-hammers  on  its  numerous  anvils  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
business,  is  permitted,  even  without  the  aid  of  special  ordinances. 
And  so  it  is  with  a  thousand  occupations  of  a  similar  character 

'  Ellis  r.  S:a:e.  T  Blaoki.  Ind.    -534 ;  Law  Bee.  3S7 :  Sparliawk  c  Railroad 

Rex  r.  Pierce.  '2  Shower,  oi: :  Rex  r.  Co.,  4  P.  F.   SmiA   .  Penn.  St.     401 ; 

Crv355.  ?  C.  i  P.  453  :  Rex  r.  Wans,  M.  Huckeastine's   Appeal.   70   Penn.    Si. 

&  M.  231 :  Regina  r.  Wicrg-.  2  Sals.  4*);  102  :  Rhodes  r.  Danbar,  7  P.  F.  Saaiih 

BeatiT  c.  Giimore,  4  Harr.  Pa.)  463;  i^Penn.  St-\3*7;  Tipping  c.  Si.  Helen 

Queen  r.  Avres.  10  Ala.  "Jo  :  Rex  r.  Car-  Smelrins  Co..  4  B.  i'S.  60S. 
lisle.  6  C.  4  P.  636 ;  Rex  r.  :N^eville,        *  Tipping  r.  Si.  Helen  Smelnng  Co. 

Peake.  91.  116  En^.  Cohl  Law.  60S  :  Boss  r.  But 

•  ^^  alker  r.  Brewsier,  5  L.  B.  Eq.  Cas.  ter.  19  X.  J.  ^i^i :  Wolcoii  c.  Mellick,  3 

84-27 ;  Aunr^Jen'l  t.  Sxeward,  9  Am,  Stockt.  (X.  J.)  207. 
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which  we  have  not  the  space  to  enumerate.  The  rule  adopted  by 
the  courts  with  reference  to  every  business,  except  such  as  are 
nuisances  jper  se  or  prima  facie,  in  determining  whether  it  is  a 
public  nuisance  in  a  particular  locality,  in  other  words,  in  deter- 
mining whether  it  is  prosecuted  in  a  convenient  place,  is  to 
inquire  whether  it  produces  a  common  damage  to  the  property  in 
the  vicinity,  or  is  reasonably  likely  to  do  so,  or  whether  it  is  in 
fact  a  public  annoyance  and  inconvenience  to  such  an  unwarrant- 
able extent  as  to  require  the  intervention  of  a  fine  and  the  abate- 
ment of  the  business,' 

Sec.  22.  As  to  what  constitutes  a  nuisance,  as  well  as  the  ques- 
tion of  convenience,  are  questions  to  be  determined  by  the  court, 
not  by  the  jury;"  also,  whether  the  facts,  if  proved  in  a  given 
case  under  all  the  circumstances,  produce  such  results  as  amount 
to  a  nuisance ;  but  whether  the  results  are  so  common  as  to 
amount  to  a  public  nuisance,  is  a  question  for  the  jury. 

Sec.  23.  There  are  classes  or  kinds  of  business  which  are  nui- 
sances jper  se,  and  the  very  fact  that  they  are  carried  on  in  a  public 
place  is  prima  facie  sufficient  to  establish  the  offense.^  But  in 
such  cases,  if  the  respondent  questions  that  the  use  of  his  prop- 
erty in  the  manner  charged  in  the  indictment  produces  the  effects 
set  forth  therein,  and  introduces  evidence  to  sustain  his  position, 
it  then  becomes  necessary  to  prove  that  the  efiects  are  such  as  are 
charged.  But  there  are  a  class  of  nuisances  arising  from  the  use 
of  real  property  and  from  one's  personal  conduct  that  are  nui- 
sances per  se,  irrespective  of  their  results  and  location,  and  the 
existence  of  which  only  need  to  be  proved  in  any  locality,  whether 
near  to  or  far  removed  from  cities,  towns  or  human  habitations, 
to  bring  them  within  the  purview  of  public  nuisances.  This  lat- 
ter class  are  those  intangible  injuries  which  affect  the  morality 
of  mankind,  and  are  in  derogation  of  public  morals  and  public 
decency.  .    . 

»  Tipping  V.  St,  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  v.  Elder,  3  Sandf .  Sup.  Ct.  (N.  Y.)  126 ; 

4  B  &  S.  608.  Howard  v.  Lee,  3  Sandf.  281 ;  Catlin  v. 

2  Tipping  V.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  Valentine,  9  Paige  (N.  Y.),  375 ;  Attor 
4  B.  &  S.  608 ;  State  v.  Atkinson,  23  ney-General  v.  Steward,  4  C.  E.  Green 
Vt.  92.  (N.  J.),  415. 

3  State  v.  Atkinson,  23  Vt.  92 ;  Peck 
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Sec.  24.  This  class  of  nuisances  are  of  that  aggravated  class  of 
wrongs  that,  being  malum  in  se^  the  courts  need  no  proof  of 
their  bad  results,  and  require  none.  The  experience  of  all  man- 
kind condemns  any  occupation  that  tampers  with  the  public 
morals,  tends  to  idleness  and  the  promotion  of  evil  manners,  and 
any  thing  that  produces  that  result  finds  no  encouragement  from 
the  law,  but  is  universally  regarded  and  condemned  by  it  as  a 
public  nuisance.'  In  the  following  pages  I  shall  enumerate  a 
large  number  of  occupations  and  practices  that  have  been  declared 
nuisances,  together  with  the  penalties  that  have  been  applied  to 
them  by  the  common  law.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  I  can  give 
a  list  of  every  possible  public  nuisance,  for  it  must  be  understood 
that  whether  a  particular  occupation,  act  or  thing  has  been  de- 
clared a  nuisance  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  small  importance.  If  it 
comes  within  the  rules  that  have  been  established  by  the  courts, 
and  such  as  have  been  dictated  by  the  highest  wisdom  and  sound- 
est public  policy,  and  is  productive  of  the  ill  results  that  character- 
ize these  wrongs,  it  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  will  be  punished  as 
such,  although  the  oflense  is  new  and  has  never  before  been 
specifically  classified  as  such. 

Sec.  25.  In  Smith  v.  Commonwealth,  6  B.  Monr.  (Ky.)  21, 
it  was  held,  that  a  person  who  keeps  a  house,  wherein  offenses 
punishable  by  fine  are  committed,  is  a  nuisance,  because  such 
places  are  in  derogation  of  public  morality,  and  draw  together 
dissolute  people.  In  State  v.  Purse,  4  McCord,  472,  it  was 
held,  that  a  house  kept  in  a  filthy  and  negligent  condition  is 
a  pubhc  nuisance,  because  it  endangers  the  pubhc  health  and 
safety.  In  United  States  v.  Hart,  Pet.  C.  C.  (U.  S.)  390,  it 
was  held,  that  a  person  who  drives  his  horses  through  the 
public  streets,  so  as  to  endanger  the  lives  of  those  who  are 
passing,  is  guilty  of  a  public  nuisance,  because  the  public  safety 
is  paramount  law,  and  any  act  which  endangers  it  is  within 
the  idea  of  a  nuisance.  In  State  v.  Harrison,  23  Tex.  232,  it 
was  held,  that  the  publication  of  an  obscene  newspaper  is  a 
public  nuisance,  because  in  derogation  of  public  morals  and 
decency. 

I  Ely  V.  Supervisors,  36  N.  T.  297. 
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Sec.  26.  In  Commonwealth  v.  Mann,  4  Gray  (Mass.),  213,  it 
was  held,  that  the  defendant  was  subject  to  indictment  for  a 
common  nuisance,  for  screening  coal  in  a  public  place  so  that  it 
annoyed  the  neighborhood.  In  Mayor  \.  JVolin,  4  Yeig.  (Tenn.) 
117,  it  was  held,  that  exhibition  of  a  stud-horse  in  a  public  street 
is  a  nuisance,  and  indictable  as  such,  because  in  violation  of  public 
decency. 

Sec.  27.  In  State  v.  Taylor,  29  Ind.  517,  it  was  held,  that 
urinating  in  a  spring  at  which  the  public  are  accustomed  to  drink 
is  a  public  nuisance.  And  thus  I  might  enumerate  hundreds  of 
instances  where  certain  acts  have  been  held  to  constitute  a  public 
nuisance  that  had  never  been  directly  held  so  before  by  the  courts. 
The  question  is  not  whether  an  act  has  been  declared  to  be, 
but  does  it  come  within  the  idea  of  a  nuisance  %  If  so,  it  is  a 
nuisance,  though  never  before  held  so  ;  if  not,  it  is  not  a  nuisance, 
though  held  so  in  a  thousand  instances  before  ;  and  whether 
the  facts  essential  to  constitute  the  offense  are  established  in  a 
given  case,  is  always  a  question  for  the  jury.*  But  where  the  act 
is  a  public  nuisance  j?(3/'  se,  as  an  encroachment  upon  public  prop- 
erty, or  the  doing  of  an  act  in  derogation  of  public  morals,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  know  the  act,  and  the  question  of  effect  will 
not  be  submitted  to  the  jury.'  It  is  no  defense,  in  a  prosecution 
for  a  nuisance,  to  show  that  the  business  is  carried  on  in  the  most 
prudent  and  carefal  manner  possible ;  that  the  most  approved 
appliances  known  to  science  have  been  adopted  to  prevent  injury 
(except  where  the  legislature  or  other  competent  authority  has 
authorized  a  certain  act).*  The  question  of  care  is  not  an  element 
in  this  class  of  wrongs ;  it  is  merely  a  question  of  results,  and 
the  facts  that  injurious  results  proceed  from  the  business  under 
such  circumstances  would  have  a  tendency  to  show  the  business 
a  nuisance  fer  se,  rather  than  to  operate  as  an  excuse  or  defense, 
and  the  courts  would  feel  compelled  to  say  that,  under  such  cir- 

'  Pitcher  v.  Hart,  1  Humph.  (Tenn.)  lands  dedicated  to  public  use,  it  was  a 

524;  Gates  v.  Blancoe,  3  Dana,  ioS.  nuisance  per  se,  for  which  there  could 

*  In   State  v.   Atkinson,  23  Vt.  92,  be  no  justification,  and  refused  to  leave 

which  was  an  indictment  for  making  the  question  to  the  jury,  whether  the 

an  erection  on  a  public  common,  the  act  amounted  to  a  nuisance. 

court  held,  that  where  the  act  consti-  ^  Fletcher  v.  Ryland,  1  Law  R.  265 ; 

tuting  the  nuisance  consisted  in  taking  Smith  v.  Fletcher,  Exch.,  June,  1872. 
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cumstanceo.  the  bnsiness  is  intolerable,  except  so  far  removed 
from  residences  and  places  of  business  as  to  be  bevond  the 
power  of  visiting  its  ill  results  upon  individuals  or  the  pub- 
lic/ 

Sec.  28.  In  Tremain  v.  Cohoes  Co.,  2  X.  Y.  163,  which  was 
an  action  against  the  defendant,  a  corporation  established  by 
the  legislature,  and  authorized  bv  the  terms  of  their  charter  to 
dior  a  canal  to  convev  the  water  from  the  river  to  their  mills.  In 
excavating  the  canal  they  blasted  rocks,  pieces  of  which  were 
thrown  upon  the  plaintiff's  dwelling,  breaking  the  stoop  and  the 
doors  and  windows  of  his  house.  In  that  case  tbe  defendants 
offered  to  show  that  they  proceeded  with  the  highest  degree  of 
care  and  skill,  but  the  court  held  that  the  evidence  was  not  ad- 
missible ;  the  court  said,  ''  the  actual  damage  would  be  the  same, 
whatever  miorht  be  the  motive  for  the  act  which  caused  it ;  how 
thev  did  their  work  is  of  no  consequence ;  what  they  did  to  the 
plaintiff's  injury  is  the  sole  question."  In  a  suit  for  private 
damages,  where  exemplary  damages  or  damages  beyond  the  actual 
damages  are  claimed,  the  evidence  would  be  admissible;  but  in  a 
prosecution  for  such  injuries,  the  question  is  one  of  results,  and 
not  of  motives.  The  injuiry  is  confined  wholly  to  what  was 
done,  and  what  its  effect  was  upon  the  community,  and  whether 
the  effect  is  such  as  to  constitute  the  business  or  use  of  the  prop- 
erty in  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  indictment,  a  common  nuisance 
within  the  provisions  of  the  law.* 

'  Tremain  v.  Cohoes  Co.,  2  N.  T.  162;  nev.     But  the  jurr  found  otherwise, 

Hav  X.  Cohoes  Co.,  id.  159 ;   Cahill  r.  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  disturb 

Eastman,  18  Minn.  324;  10  Am.  R.  184.  the  verdict,  on  the  ground  that  the  de- 

In  Retcher  v.  Rvland,  1  Law  R.  285,  fendants  had  taken  all  the  precautions 

Blackbcrx,  J.,  says  :  Some  years  ago  that  prudence  and  skill  could  suggest 

actions  were  brought  against  the  own-  to  keep  the  fumes  in,  and  that  they 

ers  of  some  alkaU'works  in  Liverpool  were  not  liable,  unless  negligence  was 

for  the  damage  alleged  to  have  been  shown.    If  they  had,  the  answer  would 

occasioned  by  the  chlorine  fumes  from  have  been,  that  he  whose  stuff  it  is 

their  works."   The  defendants  proved  must  keep  it  in  at  his  peril     Tenant 

that  they,  at  great   expense,  erected  v.  Golding,  2  Ld.  Raym.  1089 ;   Sutton 

contrivances  by  which  the  fumes  of  v.  Clark,  6  Taunt.  4-4;   1  Hale's  P.  C. 

chlorine  were  condensed  and  sold  as  480;   Cos  c.  Burbridge,  32  L.  J.  C.  P. 

muriatic  acid,  and  they  called  a  great  89  ;   Comyn's  Dig.,  Droit,  M,  2  ;   Fitz 

body  of  scientific  evidence  that  this  herbert's  Xat.  Brevium,  128. 
apparatus  was  so  perfect,  that  no  fumes        *  Hay  i.  Cohoes  Co.,  2  X.  T.  159. 
could  possibly  escape  from  their  chim- 
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BAWDY    HOUSES. 

Sec.  29.  A  house  of  ill-fame  or  bawdy  house,  as  it  is  more 
commonly  called  iu  the  law,  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  the  keeper 
thereof  may  be  indicted  therefor  whether  the  house  is  located  in 
a  city  or  a  forest.  It  is  "  mala  in  S6,"  and  the  court  does  not 
need  to  be  informed  of  its  effects  upon  society,  for  the  common 
experience  of  mankind  shows  that  the  probable  and  natural  conse- 
quences of  such  an  establishment  will  be  detrimental  to  the  moral 
and  social  weKare  of  the  public*  It  is  not  necessary  in  order  to 
establish  this  ofi'ense  to  show  that  the  house  has  actually  been 
resorted  to  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution ;  it  is  sufficient  to 
show  that  it  is  ostensibly  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  held  out  as 
such  by  the  person  keeping  it.^  But  if  this  cannot  be  shown  it 
must  be  proved  such  by  actual  acts  of  prostitution,^  or  of  such 
habitual  lascivious  acts  of  the  lodgers  there,  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  keeper,  and  of  a  public  character,  that  no  doubt  can  exist 
as  to  the  real  character  of  the  house  and  purpose  of  the  keeper.* 
Mere  reputation  is  not  sufficient,  for  that  is  often  wholly  unre- 
liable and  unworthy  of  credence,"  but  when  accompanied  with 
evidence  showing  the  dissolute  character  of  the  inmates,  and  of 
the  persons  visiting  there,  it  is  admissible  as  tending  to  establish 
the  offense.*  But  mere  reputation  that  a  person  charged  with 
being  the  keeper  is  such,  is  not  admissible  to  show  that  she  was 
such.'' 

Sec.  30.  Not  only  is  the  person  keeping  the  house  liable  to 
indictment,  but  the  person  letting  it  knowing  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  to  be  kept  is  also  chargeable,  and  punishable  therefor 

>  1  Hawkins'  P.   C.   362  ;   1  Rolle'a  ^  State  «.  Hand,  7  Clarke  (Iowa),  411. 

Abr.  109  ;  Queen  v.  Williams,  1  Salk.  "  Mary  Rathbone's  Case,  1  City  Hall 

384 ;  People  v.  Rowland,  Criminal  Re-  Recorder  (N.  Y.),  26  ;  Commonwealth 

corder  (N.  Y.),  286 ;  People  «.  Clark,  id.  -o.  Howe,  13  Gray  (Mass.),  26-;   United 

288  ;  State  «.  Munroe,  7  Clarke  (Iowa),  States  «.  Stearijs,  4  Cranch  C.  C.  341 ; 

406  ;  Commonwealth  o.  Howe,  13  Gray  Harwood  «.  People,  26  N.  Y.  190. 

(Mass.),  26 ;  Commonwealth  «.  Hart,  9  ^  U.   S.  «.  Jourdine,  4  Cranch  C.  C. 

id.  465  ;  Commonwealth  ■».  Davis,  11  id.  338  ;  State  ®.  Hand,  7  Iowa,  411  j  Peo- 

48  ;  Commonwealth  v.  Floyd,  11  id.  52  ;  pie  «.   Maunch,  24  How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.') 

Hackney  ■».  State,  8  Ired.  494  ;  Hunter  276. 

«.  Commonwealth,   2  S.  &  R.  (Penn.)  ^  Com.  «.  Howe,  13  Gray,  26 ;   Com- 

888  ;    Clementine  «.   State,  14    Mass.  mon wealth  -y.  Hart,  9  id.  465 ;  United 

112.  States  i).  Gray,  2  Cranch  C.  C.  675. 

«  Tanner  n.  Trustees,  5  Hill  (N.  Y.),  ''  State  «.  Hand,  7  Iowa,  411. 
121.     Opinion  of  COWRN,  J. 
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the  same  as  the  actual  keeper  thereof.'  But  in  order  to  charge 
the  owner  for  permitting  his  house  to  be  used  for  that  purpose,  it 
must  be  proved  by  positive  acts  or  declarations  that  he  assents 
thereto  after  learning  the  purpose  to  which  the  premises  are 
devoted."  Mere  neglect  to  take  measures  to  stop  the  business  by 
prosecution  or  otherwise  is  not  sufficient.  Neither  is  a  failure  to 
eject  the  party  from  the  premises  when  he  might  do  so.  It  is 
necessary  to  show  that  he  actually  consents  to  the  use  of  the  prem- 
ises for  the  purpose,  or  aids,  advises  and  assists  therein.^  But 
it  would  seem  that  a  renewal  of  the  lease  after  the  term  has 
expired,  or  permitting  the  party  to  remain  after  the  expiration  of 
the  term,  knowing  the  uses  to  which  the  premises  have  been 
devoted,  would  be  sufficient  to  involve  him  in  the. common-law 
offense.*  In  an  indictment  against  the  landlord  for  this  offense, 
he  may  be  charged  directly  as  the  keeper  of  the  house,^  or  he 
may  be  charged  with  the  offense  according  to  the  facts,  to  wit : 
with  letting  the  premises  to  be  used  as  a  bawdy  house,  knowing 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  to  be  used.'  In  the  case  of  the 
People  V.  Erwin,  4  Denio,  129,  it  was  proved  that  the  respond- 
ent rented  the  house  to  one  Clark  to  be  used  as  a  bawdy  house, 
and  that  as  a  consideration  for  such  unlawful  use  he  received 
double  the  rent  for  which  the  premises  could  otherwise  be  rented. 
He  was  indicted  as  keeper  of  the  house,  and  although  it  was 
shown  that  he  had  no  management  of  or  control  over  the  house, 
and  never  aided  or  assisted  in  the  keeping  of  the  same  in  any 
other  way  than  to  receive  his  rent  therefor,  he  was  convicted, 
and  the  supreme  court  held  that  the  conviction  was  right,  and 
the  doctrine  of  this  case  was  favorably  commented  upon  in  the 
case  of  State  v.  Williams,  30  N.  J.  102,  and  is  abundantly 
sustained  in  principle  by  authorities,  although  it  seems  somewhat 
anomalous.  In  a  recent  English  case,  Regina  v.  Stanna.rd,  3 
Leigh  C.  C.  349,  a  different  view  was  entertained  and  a  contrary 

»  People  V.  Erwin,  4  Denio  (N.  Y.),  "  State    -y.   Wiliams,  38  N.   J.   103; 

139  ;  Commonwealtli  v.  Harrington,  3  People  v.  Erwin,  4  Denio  (N.  T.),  139  ; 

Pick.  36.                                         '  1  Bishop   on   Crimes,   1095;   Pedley's 

*  State  u.   Abraham,   6   Iowa,   118 ;  Case,  1  Ad.  &  E.  833 ;   38  Eng.  Com. 
State  V.  Williams,  1  Vroom.  (N.  J.)  103 ;  Law,  330. 

Lowenstin  v.  People,  54  Barb.  (N.  T.  ^  People  v.  Erwin,  4  Denio  (N.  Y.), 

Sup.  a.)  399.  139. 

*  State  V.  Williams,  1  Vroom.  (N,  J.)  *  Bishop  on  Crimes,  1095. 
113. 
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doctrine  held.  In  that  case  the  respondent  was  indicted  for  keeping 
a  bawdj  house.  It  appeared  that  he  was  the  owner  of  a  tenement 
house,  and  let  the  rooms  therein  to  prostitutes  for  the  purposes 
of  bawdry.  He  did  not  reside  in  the  house,  or  have  the  keys  to 
any  part  of  it ;  he  collected  the  weekly  rents,  and  had  the  power 
to  eject  them,  but  neglected  and  refused  to  do  so.  He  had  no 
part  of  their  earnings,  and  no  interest  in  or  control  over  their 
business,  except  to  take  his  rent  as  it  became  due.  Some  times 
when  complaints  were  made  to  him  by  the  residents  in  the 
neighborhood  that  the  tenants  disturbed  the  neighborhood  by 
their  noise,  he  would  attempt  to  dissuade  them.  On  this  evidence 
the  defendant  was  convicted,  but  upon  a  hearing  by  the  judges 
on  a  case  made,  the  conviction  was  set  aside,  Pollock,  C.  B., 
remarking :  "  There  was  no  keeping  of  the  house  by  the  defend- 
ant ;  he  was  only  the  owner  of  the  house,  letting  it  to  another, 
who  used  it  for  improper  purposes,  with  which  the  defendant  had 
nothing  to  do."  It  is  true  that,  strictly,  the  defendant  was  not 
the  actual  keeper  of  the  house,  but  if  he  rented  the  house  know- 
ing that  it  was  to  be  used  as  a  bawdy  house,  or,  if  knowing  the 
purposes  to  which  the  house  was  devoted,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  term,  he  renewed  the  lease,  he  was  clearly  liable,  and  the 
statement  of  Pollock,  J.,  that  he  was  in  no  sense  liable  as  keeper 
of  the  house  is  contrary  to  all  the  authorities,  and  clearly  wrong 
in  principle.  The  learned  judge  forgot,  evidently,  that  the  de- 
fendant was  simply  charged  with  a  misdemeanor,  and  that  whether 
present  or  absent,  if  he  promoted  the  principal  act  in  any  measure, 
he  was  liable  as  a  principal,  there  being  no  accessories  to  a  mis- 
demeanor.' Following  the  rule  adopted  by  the  court,  there  could 
never  be  an  indictment  against  a  landlord  for  a  nuisance  main- 
tained by  a  tenant  upon  demised  premises,  even  though  done  by 
his  express  consent.  But  a  contrary  doctrine  has  uniformly  been 
held  by  the  courts  of  both  this  country  and  England  ever  since 

1  Sanders  v.  The  State,  18  Ark.  198 ;  Wheeling  v.  Commonwealth,  6  Grat. 

People  v.  Erwin,  4  Denio  (N.  T.),  139  ;  (Va.)  706  ;   Regina  v.  Tracy,  6  Mod.-  R. 

Rex  V.  Douglass,  7  C.  &  P.  744 ;  United  30  ;  State  v.  Westfield,  1  Bail.  (S.  C.) 

States  V.  Mills,  7  Pet.  178 :   Common-  132 ;   Floyd  -c.  The  State,  7  Eng.  43  ; 

wealth -y.  Gillespie,  7  S.&R.(Penn.)  467;  Regina  v.  Greenwood,  9  Eng.  L.  &  Eq. 

State  V.  Cheek,  7  Ired.  (N.  C.)  114;  Wil-  535;  Commonwealth  v.  McAtee,  8  Dana 

liams  V.  The  State,  7  Sm.  &  M.  (Miss.)  (Ky.),28 ;  Rex  v.  Dixon.  Maule  &  Selw. 

58  ;  Caslin  v.  State,  4  Yerg.  (N.  C.)  143  ;  11. 
State  0.  Symbarn,  1  Breese  (111.),  397; 
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sourts  were  established.  The  learned  judges  must  have  lost 
sight  entirely  of  the  principles  controlling  this  class  of  wrongs. 
If  any  servant  in  the  course  of  my  employment,  but  without  my 
knowledge,  and  even  contrary  to  my  orders,  creates  a  public  nui- 
sance, as  by  obstructing  a  public  highway,  or  polluting  the  waters 
of  a  stream,  I  am  liable  therefor  civilly  and  criminally,  even 
though  in  the  view  of  the  learned  judge  I  could  in  no  sense  be 
said  to  have  done  the  act.'  In  Rex  v.  Medley^  6  C.  &  P.  292,  the 
directors  of  a  gas  company  were  held  liable  upon  an  indictment 
for  acts  done  by  their  superintendent  and  engineer  under  a  gen- 
eral authority  to  manage  the  works,  although  they  were  person- 
ally ignorant  of  the  particular  plan  adopted,  and  which  was  a 
departure  in  fact  from  the  one  originally  agreed  upon,  and  when 
they  supposed  that  the  original  design  was  being  carried  out. 
Denman,  C.  J.,  said :  "  It  seems  to  me  both  common  sense  and 
law,  that  if  persons,  for  their  own  advantage,  employ  servants  to 
conduct  works,  they  must  be  answerable  for  what  is  done  by  those 
servants." 

Sec.  31.  Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  not  necessary,  in  order 
to  charge  a  person  with  criminal  liability  for  a  nuisance,  that  he 
should  commit  the  particular  act  that  creates  the  nuisance ;  it  is 
enough  if  he  contributes  thereto  either  by  his  act  or  neglect, 
directly  or  remotely.  If  a  landlord  lets  his  premises  to  another 
in  a  populous  neighborhood,  to  be  used  for  a  slaughter-house  or 
other  noxious  trade,  he  is  jointly  liable  with  the  tenant,  both 
civilly  and  criminally,  for  the  consequences  thereof!  Why  then 
is  he  not  equally  liable  as  a  keeper  of  a  bawdy  house,  when  he 
lets  his  premises  for  that  purpose,  and  thereby  creates  a  nuisance  ? 
He  clearly  is,  both  upon  principle  and  authority.* 

Sec.  32.  It  has  sometimes  been  thought  by  people  in  some  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  that  nuisances  of  this  character  can  be  abated 
by  the  acts  of  persons  living  in  their  vicinity,  and  offended  thereby 
as  much  as  any  other.  But  this  is  a  serious  mistake.  JSTo  nui- 
sance, whose  effect  is  merely  moral,  can  be  abated  except  by  the 

•  Commonwealtli  -o.  Gillespie,  7  S.  &  =  Pedley's  Case,  1  Ad.  &  E.  822 ;  28 

R.  (Penn.)  469  ;  Rex  v.  Dixon,  3  M.  &  S.  Eng.  Com.  Law,  230 ;   Commonwealth 

11;   Rex  'Q.  Medley,  6  Car.  &  P.  292;  ■«.  Park,  1  Gray  (Mass.),  553 ;  Common- 

Regina  v.  Same,  6  C.  &  P.  298.  wealth  «.  Mayor,  6  Dana  (Ky.),  293. 
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courts,  and  by  the  courts  only,  by  the  administration  of  such  pun- 
ishment as  will  be  likely  to  cause  the  parties  to  desist.  It  is  very 
laudable  on  the  part  of  the  people,  in  any  community,  to  desire 
to  be  rid  of  these  moral  pests,  and  the  indignation  experienced  by 
them  at  the  presence  of  such  institutions  in  their  midst  is  just ; 
but  they  will  not  be  justified  in  attempting  to  check  the  evil  by 
any  riotous  or  unlawful  means.  The  courts  are  always  ready  to 
punish  the  offense,  and  individuals  will  not  be  justified  either 
in  tearing  down,  assaulting,  or  in  any  manner  injuring  the  house 
01"  demolishing  the  furniture,  or  assaulting  the  inmates  thereof,  or 
doing  any  other  unlawful  acts. 

In  the  case  of  Ely  v.  The  Supermsors  of  Niagara  Co.^  36 
N.  Y.  297,  the  court  of  appeals  considered  this  very  question. 
In  that  case,  the  houses  of  the  plaintiff's  assignee  (one  Maria 
Moody)  were  destroyed  by  fire  set  by  a  mob,  and,  upon  the 
trial  of  the  suit,  which  was  against  the  supervisors  of  the 
county  for  not  protecting  the  property,  the  defendants  offei'ed 
to  show  that  the  assignor  kept  the  houses  in  question  as  bawdy 
houses,  and  resorts  for  thieves  and  murderers,  and  that  she, 
by  her  own  acts  in  keeping  said  houses,  excited  the  hostility 
that  resulted  in  their  destruction.  The  court  excluded  the 
evidence,  and  the  defendants  took  the  case  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals  upon  that  question,  and  Sceugham,  J.,  in  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  said :  "  To  keep  a  bawdy  house  and  place 
of  rendezvous  for  thieves  and  murderers  is  criminal  wickedness; 
but  considered  only  in  reference  to  the  safety  of  the  house  and 
furniture,  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  carelessness  and  negligence. 
A  house  kept  as  a  house  of  ill-fame,  and  as  a  resort  for  thieves 
and  other  disreputable  persons,  is  a  public  and  common  nuisance, 
but  the  destruction  of  the  building  and  its  furniture  is  not  neces- 
Bary  to  its  abatement,  and  is  unlawful.  The  property  of  the 
plaintiff  was  not  put  beyond  the  pale  of  the  law's  protection  by 
her  detestable  and  criminal  conduct.  She  still  had  a  right  to 
expect  and  to  rely  implicitly  upon  the  zeal  and  ability  of  the 
proper  ofiicers,  to  defend  her  house  and  furniture  against  the  un- 
lawful effects  of  any  public  indignation  her  evil  practices  might 
provoke." 
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Sec.  33.  The  reason  for  this  rule  is  apparent.  The  law  will 
only  permit  the  abatement  of  so  much  of  a  nuisance  as  is  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  injury.  In  all  instances  of  tangible  injury, 
there  is  usually  no  difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  cause  and  re- 
moving it.  But  with  intangible  injuries,  such  as  are  dependent 
upon,  and  arise  from  the  acts  of  persons,  solely,  a  legal  tribunal 
alone  can  correct  the  wrong.  The  buildings  in  which  these 
practices  are  perpetrated  are  only  temporarily  devoted  to  such 
purposes ;  they  need  only  to  be  rid  of  the  persons  who  use  them, 
and  cease  to  operate  injuriously  to  the  public  when  this  is  accom- 
plished ;  and  as  the  courts  have  ample  power  to  correct  the  evil, 
individuals  have  no  right,  under  any  circumstances,  to  interfere 
to  abate  the  evils,  except  by  a  resort  to  the  courts.  This  is  also 
the  rule  with  every  nuisance  that  is  merely  immoral  in  its  eft'ects.' 

Sec.  34.  The  reason  why  houses  of  ill-fame  are  regarded  as 
public  nuisances  is  thus  given  by  Hawkins  :  "  First,  because  they 
draw  together  crowds  of  dissolute  and  debauched  persons,  thereby 
endangering  the  public  peace ;  and,  second,  because  of  their 
tendency  to  corrupt  the  manners  of  both  sexes  by  such  an  open 
profession  of  lewdness."  A  married  woman  is  as  liable  for  this 
offense  as  ^ifemme  sole,  for  the  offense  is  only  for  the  keeping  of 
the  house,  and  the  wife  is  generally  regarded  as  having  control 
of  the  internal  affairs  and  government  of  the  household.  She  is 
liable,  even  though  she  keeps  the  house  by  the  express  command 
of  her  husband. 

Sec.  35.  In  Rex  v.  Williams,  tried  at  the  M.  T.,  1710,  K.  B., 
1  Salk.  384,  which  was  an  indictment  against  Williams  and  his 

'  In  Brown  C.Perkins,  12  Gray  (Mass.)  659.  In  Welch  ij.  Stowell,  2  Douglas 
89,  which  was  an  action  for  damages  (Mich.)  332,  it  was  held,  that  individ- 
sustained  by  reason  of  the  defendants  uals  have  not  a  right  to  abate  a  nuis- 
entering  the  store  of  the  plain tiflf" where  ance  resulting  from  the  keeping  of  a 
liquors  were  kept  for  sale,  and  destroy-  bawdy  house  by  demolishing  the  build- 
ing the  liquors.  The  defendants  jus-  ing  or  otherwise  interfering  therewith; 
tilied,  upon  the  ground  that  the  shop  that  the  remedy  is  by  indictment.  In 
and  the  liquors  were  a  common  nuis-  Barclay  v.  Commonwealth,  25  Penn.  St. 
ance,  but  the  court  held  that  nuisances  503,  it  was  held,  that  where  the  nuis- 
of  this  kind,  whose  effects  are  intangi-  ance  arises  from  the  wrongful  use  of  a 
ble,  cannot  be  abated  by  the  acts  of  building,  the  remedy  is  to  stop  the  use, 
parties,  even  when  aggrieved  thereby,  not  to  tear  down  or  demolish  the  baild- 
Grayi;.  Ayres,7Dana(Ky.)375;  Moody  ing. 
V.  Supervisors,  46  Barb.  (N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.) 
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wife  for  keeping  a  house  of  ill-fame,  the  respondents  moved  to 
quash  the  indictment,  upon  the  ground  that  the  •wife  living  with 
her  husband  could  not  be  said  to  keep  the  house  any  more  than  a 
servant  employed  therein  could  be.  But  the  court  overruled  the 
motion,  and  held  "  that  the  wife  may  be  guilty  of  and  commit  a 
crime  with  the  husband,  and  that  the  crime  is  joint  and  several. 
A  husband  and  wife  may  commit  a  crime  jointly,  and  be  jointly 
and  severally  punished  therefor,  as  murder,  treason,  etc.  Keep- 
ing a  bawdy  house  is  a  common  nuisance,  and  the  indictment  for 
keeping  is  a  charge  against  them,  for  this  nuisance.  The  keeping 
is  not  to  be  understood  of  having  or  renting  in  point  of  property, 
for  in  that  sense  the  wife  cannot  keep  it ;  but  the  keeping  is  in 
the  government  and  manao^ement  of  the  house  in  such  a  disor- 
derly  manner  as  to  be  a  nuisance ;  and  the  wife  may  have  a 
share  in  the  management  of  a  disorderly  house  as  well  as  the 
husband." 

Sec.  36.  It  has  also  been  held,  that  a  woman  occupying  a  single 
room  in  a  house  as  lodger,  who  allows  her  room  to  be  occupied 
by  others  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution,  may  be  chargeable  with 
keeping  a  bawdy  house,  as  much  as  though  she  used  the  whole 
house  for  that  purpose.  But  it  would  seem  that  mere  solicitation 
of  chastity  is  not  indictable.  jSTeither  can  a  woman  be  indicted 
for  keeping  a  bawdy  house,  merely  because  she  is  unchaste,  and 
admits  one  or  many  persons  to  her  room  to  have  illicit  intercourse 
with  herself.  Thus,  in  Regina  v.  Pierson,  1  Salk.  382;  2  Ld. 
Raym.  1192,  it  was  held,  "  that  an  indictment  will  lie  against  a 
lodger  in  a  house  occupying  but  one  room  for  keeping  a  bawdy 
house,  if  she  there  accommodates  and  entertains  people  in  the 
way  of  a  bawdy  hoase.  It  would  be  keeping  a  bawdy  house  as 
much  as  though  she  had  the  whole  house ;  but  a  base  solicitation 
of  chastity  is  not  indictable."  A  female  boarder  in  a  house  of 
that  character  cannot  be  held  chargeable  for  keeping  a  house,  even 
though  she  has  a  separate  room  allotted  to  her  where  she  plies 
her  vocation.  The  keeper  of  a  house  of  this  character  is  the 
person  who  has  the  direction  and  control  of  its  government  and 
affairs.  A  person  occupying  a  single  room  in  a  house  over  which 
they  have  control,  and  of  which  they  have  the  management, 
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withont  being  aaswerable  to,  or  under  the  control  of  any  other 
person,  is  just  as  much  the  keeper  of  a  house  as  though  their 
authority  extended  to  the  whole  building ;  for  as  to  them  the 
room  is  just  as  much  their  "  castle,''  in  the  legal  sense,  as  though 
it  was  a  whole  house,  and  they  have  the  same  rights  therein. 
An  officer,  entering  the  house  to  levy  execution,  would  have  no 
more  right  to  break  open  the  door  of  the  room  than  he  would  to 
break  the  outer  door  of  the  house. 

DISOEDERLT    HOUSES. 

Sec.  37.  So,  too,  a  disorderly  house  is  a  common  nuisance,  and 
while  bawdv  houses  les'itimately  come  under  this  head,  vet  it 
embraces  a  large  class  of  other  houses,  kept  for  entirely  different 
purposes,  and  to  constitute  which  prostitution  need  not  be  an 
element. 

Sec.  38.  A  disorderly  house  is  any  place  of  public  resort  in 
which  unlawful  practices  are  habitually  carried  on,  or  which 
becomes  a  rendezvous  or  place  of  resort  for  thieves,  drunkards, 
prostitutes,  or  other  idle,  vicious  and  disorderly  persons,  who 
gather  there  to  gratify  their  depraved  appetites,  or  for  any  pur- 
pose ;  *  for  such  persons  are  regarded  as  dangerous  to  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  community,  and  their  presence  at  any  place  in 
considerable  numbers  is  always  a  just  cause  of  alarm  and  appre- 
hension." A  place  where  intoxicating  liquors  is  sold  contrary  to 
law  is  a  disorderly  hou^,  or  where  any  acts  punishable  by  fine 
are  habitually  carried  on ;  *  and  a  place  where  Hquor  is  sold  under 
a  license  in  excessive  quantities,  whereby  persons  become  intoxi- 
cated, and  where  frequent  brawls  result  therefrom,  is  a  disorderly 
house,  and  indictable  as  a  nuisance ;  for  no  person  has  a  right  to 
carry  on  upon  his  own  premises  or  elsewhere,  for  his  own  gain  or 
amusement,  any  public  business  clearly  calculated  to  injure  and 

1  State   p.  VS^iUiams,  30   N.  J.  102  ;  343  ;  Commonwealtli  b.  Ashlev,  3  Gray 

James  Butler's  Case,  1  City  Hall  Re-  (^Ma5s.).356;  United  States  c.  Columbos, 

corder  (X.  T.),  66 ;   Marv  Ratlibone's  5  Cranch  C.  C.  304 :    United  States  t>. 

Case.  id.  -28.  Prout,  1  id.  203  :  United  States  t.  Coul- 

^  State  r.  Hand,  7  Clark  (Io\ra),  411 ;  ton,  id.  206  ;  United  States  r.  Lindsay, 

Commonwealth     r.     Howe,    13    Grav  id.  245 ;   United  States  r.  Gray,  2  id. 

(Mass.V  26;  Commonwealtli  v.  Hart,  9  341:  but  see  United  States  r.  Nailer,  4 

id.  465.  id.  372 ;  United  States  c.  Squagh,  1  id, 

^  Commonwealth,  r.  Stewart.  1  S.  i  R.  174. 
.Pa.)  342 ;  State  c.  BaUev,  1  Fost.  vN.  H.) 
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destroy  public  morals,  or  to  disturb  the  public  peace.  And  while 
a  license  to  sell  liquors  will  protect  a  person  from  prosecution  for 
such  sales,  it  will  not  protect  him  from  prosecution  for  an  abuse 
of  the  authority  given  him,  whereby  he  creates  a  nuisance. 

Sec.  39.  Noise  and  violence  are  not  necessary  elements  to  con- 
stitute a  disorderly  house.  It  is  sufficient  to  show  a  place  illy 
governed  and  regulated  in  the  sense  before  stated.  It  is  enough 
to  show  that  the  practices  indulged  in  are  unlawful,  and  destruc- 
tive of  public  morals  or  of  the  public  peace,  or  dangerous  to  the 
lives  or  property  of  a  community.' 

Sec.  40.  Not  only  is  the  person  keeping  the  house  liable  to 
indictment  therefor,  but  the  owner  thereof,  if  he  rents  it  knowing 


^  People  v.  Wood,  9  Parker's  Crim. 
Rep.  144.  In  United  States  v.  Colum- 
bus, 5  Cranch  C.  C.  805,  Cranch,  C.  J., 
charged  the  jury  thus :  "  If  you  believe 
from  the  evidence  that  the  respondent 
kept  a  public  and  open  shop  in  this 
city,  in  which  he  sold  liquors  to  per- 
sons not  lodgers  or  boarders  at  his 
house,  at  times  to  persons  who  were 
drunk,  at  times  to  persons  who  came 
in  drunk,  and  drank  there  and  went  out 
drunk,  to  persons  who  came  out  and 
went  away  from  his  house  in  a  noisy 
manner,  and  went  sky-larking  in  the 
streets,  and  that  he  had  no  license 
for  keeping  a  public  house,  then  you 
will  find  him  guilty  of  keeping  a  dis- 
orderly house,  as  charged  in  the  indict- 
ment." In  People  v.  Baldwin  and  wife, 
1  Crim.  Rec.  (N.  T.)  279,  the  respondent 
Baldwin  was  the  proprietor  and  man- 
ager of  the  City  Theater  in  New  York 
city  ;  his  wife  assisted  in  the  manage- 
ment thereof.  It  appeared  on  the  trial 
that  great  noise  proceeded  therefrom, 
annoying  the  neighborhood,  and  that 
young  lads  assembled  about  the  doors, 
using  profane  language  and  making  a 
great  noise ;  that  the  applause  inside 
the  theater  was  very  boisterous,  dis- 
turbing the  rest  of  those  living  in  the 
vicinity.  The  husband  was  convicted 
of  keeping  a  disorderly  house  and  the 
wife  was  discharged.  In  The  People 
«.  Rowland,  1  Crim.  Rec.  (N.  Y.)  286,  it 
was  held  the  house  need  not  be  noisy  to 
constitute  a  disorderly  house;  the  court 
Baid :  "  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  pub- 
lic peace  of  the  neighborhood  should 


be  disturbed ;  it  is  enough  if  it  is  re- 
sorted to  for  any  immoral  purpose." 
In  this  case,  it  was  proved  that  men 
and  boys  and  young  girls  assembled 
there  to  drink  and  tipple.  In  The  Peo- 
ple V.  Clark,  1  Crim.  Rec.  (N.  Y.)  288, 
the  respondent  kept  a  place  resorted 
to  by  young  boys,  thieves  and  rogues: 
held,  a  disorderly  house.  In  State  v. 
Buckley,  5  Harr.  (Del.)  508,  respondent 
kept  a  store  and  sold  liquor  under  li- 
cense, and  permitted  persons  to  collect 
there  in  crowds  on  sidewalk  and  in 
front  of  the  store,  who,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  liquor  obtained  there,  were 
noisy  and  riotous,  and  disturbed  the 
public  by  profane  cursing  and  swear- 
ing, and  other  offenses.  See  State  v. 
Hackney,  8  Ired.  494 ;  State  v.  Smith, 
6  Gill.  425.  A  concert  saloon,  where 
men  and  women  are  allowed  to  come 
together  for  improper  purposes,  is  a 
disorderly  house.  So  any  place  where 
there  is  public  music  and  dancing  that 
annoys  and  disturbs  the  neighborhood 
is  a  disorderly  house.  Gregory  v.  Tafts, 
6  C.  &  P.  271 ;  15  Eng.  Com.  Law,  393- 
397;  Gregory  v.  Taverner,  6  C.  &  P. 
280.  In  Bloomhuff  v.  State,  8  Blackf. 
(Ind.)  205,  it  was  held,  that  any  illy- 
governed  and  disorderly  room,  wherein 
disorderly  persons  were  suffered  to 
meet  and  remain  by  day  and  night 
drinking,  tippling,  cursing,  swearing, 
or  quarreling  or  making  great  noises, 
is  a  disorderly  house,  and  indictable  as 
such.  In  this  case,  the  nuisance  com 
plained  of  was  a  bowling  alley. 
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the  purpose  for  •which  it  is  to  be  kept,  is  equally  liable.'  So,  also, 
if  after  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  business  carried  on  there, 
and  having  the  power  to  prevent  it,  as  by  refusing  to  extend  the 
lease,  or  if  he  actively  advises  the  keeping  or  assists  therein,  or 
gives  his  consent  thereto,  he  is  liable.*  But  his  approbation  or 
consent  are  not  to  be  inferred.  They  must  be  proved  by  positive 
acts  or  declarations,  that  show  that  he  knew  the  improper  uses  to 
which  the  premises  are  devoted,  and  approved  thereof.  The  fact 
that  he  has  the  power  to  eject,  and  fails  to  exercise  it,  is  not  suffi- 
cient, and  would  not  warrant  a  conviction.'  But  a  renewal  of 
the  lease,  knowing  what  purposes  the  premises  had  been  devoted 
to,  would  be  sufficient  to  charge  him.* 

HOUSE   OF   ASSIGNATION. 

Sec.  41.  A  house  of  assignation,  where  parties  meet  for  the 
purpose  of  prostitution,  is  a  disorderly  house,  although  no  pros- 
titutes are  kept  there.  It  is  as  much  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  decency  and  morality,  and  is  as  disastrous  in  its  consequences 
to  society  as  a  bawdy  house,  and  tends  as  essentially  to  the 
destruction  of  public  moi'als  and  the  promotion  of  dissolute 
habits.  This  was  held  in  People  v.  Rowlands,  1  Wheeler's 
Grim.  Gas.  (N.  Y.)  286;  and,  also,  see  Regina  v.  Pierson,  1 
Salk.  282. 

In  State  v.  Bailey,  1  Fost.  (N.  H.)  343,  it  was  held,  that  in 
an  indictment  for  keeping  a  disorderly  house,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  allege  that  it  is  kept  for  lucre  or  gain.  But  in  Jen- 
nings V.  Commonwealth,  17  Pick.  (26  Mass.)  177,  a  different 
doctrine  is  held.  But  being  per  se  a  common  nuisance,  if  it  is 
laid  in  the  indictment  to  the  comm^mon  nuisance  of  the  public, 
it  would  stem  to  be  immaterial  whether  it  is  kept  for  profit  and 
gain  or  not,  and  it  is  so  held  in  Commonwealth  v.  Ashley, 
2  Gray  (Mass.),  256.  The  effects  upon  the  community  are  the 
same  in  the  one  case  as  the  other,  and  the  offense  exists,  and 

I  People  V.  Townsend.S  Hill  (N.  T.),  ^  State   v.  Williams,  30  N.  J.   103; 

479  ;  People  «.  Erwin,  4  Denio  (N.  Y.),  Regina  v.  Stannard,  Leigh  &  C.  349. 

137;  Commonwealth®.  Moore,  11  Cush.  ■*  State   ®.    Williams,  30  N.  J.   103; 

'Mass.)  400 ;   Brooks  ®.  State,  2  Yerg.  Commonwealth  y.  Harrington,  3  Pick. 

482.  (Mass.)  26  ;  Smith  v.  State,  6  Gill.  425 ; 

■^  State  V.  Abrahams,  6  Iowa,  118.  United  States  v.  Grav,  2  Cranch  C.  C. 

788. 
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it  is  so  held  in  Hunter  v.   Commonwealth^  2  Serg.  &  Rawle 
(Penn.),  298.' 

TIPPLING-    HOUSE. 

Sec.  42.  A  common  tippling  house  is  a  disorderly  house  where 
people  are  allowed  to  congr(igate  and  drink  liquors,  and  to  remain 
upon  the  premises  behaving  in  a  disorderly  manner  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  neighborhood."  But  proof  of  a  single  instance  of 
disorderly  conduct  or  disturbance  is  not  suflacient.  It  must  be 
habitual.'  So,  too,  a  house  at  which  the  keeper  allows  people  of 
ill-fame  and  name  to  congregate  and  remain,  drinking,  tippling 
and  misbehaving  themselves  to  the  annoyance  of  the  public,  is  a 
disorderly  house  and  punishable  as  such  at  common  law,  and  when 
laid  in  the  indictment  as  being  a  common  nuisance,  it  is  not  nec- 
essary to  allege  that  it  was  kept  for  profit  or  gain.* 

PLACES   OF   AMUSEMENT   KEPT   FOR   GAIN. 

Sec.  43.  In  Tanner  v.  Trustees^  5  Hill,  121,  the  court  held 
that  a  bowling  alley  or  any  place  of  amusement  kept  for  hire 
that  serves  no  useful  end  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  as  this  is  a 
leading  case,  and  one  that  is  often  referred  to  and  relied  upon  by- 
courts  when  dealing  with  nuisances  of  that  character,  I  have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  give  the  opinion  of  Judge  Cowen  in  full. 
The  action  was  brought  by  the  trustees  of  the  village  of  Batavia 
to  recover  a  penalty  of  five  dollars  imposed  by  the  terms  of  a  by- 
law of  the  village.  The  village  charter  contained  a  section 
authorizing  the  village  to  pass   by-laws,  among   other   things, 

1  In  Regina  «.  Rice  et  al.,  Weekly        »  State  v.  Boyce,  10  Ired.  (N.  C.)  536 ; 

Notes  (Eng.),  1866,  p.  38,  the  defend-  United  States  v.  Columbus,  5  Cranch 

ants  kept  a  house  to  which  prostitutes  C.  C.  (U.  S.)  304 ;    Commonwealth  «. 

resorted  with  men  for  the  purposes  of  Hunter,  2  S.  &  R.  (Penn.)  398 ;  People 

prostitution,  and  rented  rooms  for  that  v.  Rowlands,  Crim.  Rec.  (N.  Y.)  386  ; 

purpose.     It   was  held,   that   the   re-  People  «.  Clark,  2  N.  Y.  385 ;  State  «. 

spondents  were  properly  convicted  of  Buckley,  5  Harring.  (Del.)  508 ;   State 

keeping  a  disorderly  house,  although  'o.  Hackney,  8  Ired.  (N.  C.)  494. 
no  disorderly  conduct  other  than  that,         •*  Commonwealth  v.  Stewart,  1  S.  & 

and  no  noise  or  violence  were  shown  R.   (Penn.)   843  ;    Smith    n.    Common- 

to  have  transpired  there.  wealth,  6  B.  Monr.  (Ky.)  33  ;   Bloom- 

"  State  v.  Bailey,  1  Foster,  supra  ;  huff  u.  State,  8  Blackf.  (Ind.)  475  ; 
Clementine  v.  State,  14  Miss.  113  ;  State  People  v  Baldwin,  Criminal  Recorder 
».  Stevens,  40  Me.  559 ;  State  z).  Hack-  (N.  Y.),  386  ;  State  «.  Brickley,  5  Har- 
ney, 8  Ind.  494 ;  Dunnaway  v.  State,  9  ring.  (Del.)  508 ;  People  v.  Rowlands, 
Yerg.  (N.  C.)  350.  Criminal  Recorder  (N.  Y.),  286. 
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relative  to  nuisances  within  the  village  limits.  The  village,  by  a 
by-law,  provided  that  if  any  person  should  keep  or  maintain  a 
ball-alley,  the  person  so  offending  should  be  punished  by  a  fine 
of  five  dollars.  The  defendant  insisted  that  a  bowling  alley  was 
not  a  nuisance  when  kept  in  a  proper  manner,  and  that  his  alley 
was  kept  in  a  proper  manner.  There  was  no  evidence  in  the 
case  to  show  that  gaming  was  ever  practiced  there,  or  that  dis- 
orderly or  vicious  persons  congregated  there,  or  that  the  noise  of 
the  alley  disturbed  the  neighborhood.  The  question  was  decided 
upon  the  single  point,  whether  such  places  of  amusement,  serving 
no  useful  end,  v^ eve  per  se  common  nuisances. 

CowEN,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said : 
"  This  case  has  been  argued  mainly  on  the  general  words  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  village  charter.  So  far  as  the  arguments 
go,  on  these  they  need  not  be  considered,  for  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  offense  prohibited  is  within  the  more  particular  words. 
Among  other  things,  the  trustees  are  authorized  by  that  section 
to  make  by-laws  relative  to  slaughter-houses  and  nuisances  gen- 
erally. The  by-law  in  question  provides  that  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  person  to  keep  or  maintain  any  ball-alley  or 
apparatus,  alleys,  machine,  building  or  inclosure,  constructed  for 
the  purpose  of  playing  thereon  or  therewith  at  the  game  called 
or  known  by  the  name  of  nine-pins  or  ten-pins,  for  gain,  hu-e, 
reward  or  emolument  of  any  kind,  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever. 
Establishments  of  this  kind  in  populous  communities  are  at  best, 
and  even  when  used  without  hire,  very  noisy,  and  have  a  tendency 
to  collect  idle  people  together  and  detain  them  from  their  business. 
When  built  and  kept  on  foot  for  gain,  the  owner  is  interested  to 
invite  and  procure  as  full  an  attendance  as  possible  day  after  day  ; 
and  for  this  purpose  temptations  beyond  mere  amusement  are 
often  resorted  to,  such  as  drinking  and  gaming.  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  discover  erections  of  every  kind  adapted  to  sports 
and  amusements  having  no  useful  end,  and  notoriously  fitted  up 
and  continued  with  a  view  to  make  a  profit  for  the  owner  are 
regarded  in  the  books  as  nuisances.  ]^ot  that  the  law  discoun- 
tenances innocent  relaxation,  but  because  it  has  become  matter 
of  general  observation,  that  when  gainful  establishments  are 
allowed  for  their  promotion,  such  establishments  are  usually  per- 
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verted  into  nurseries  of  vice  and  crime.  Common  stages  for 
rope  dancers  have  been  adjudged  nuisances  at  the  common  law. 
"  Not  onlj,"  says  Hawkins,  "  because  they  are  great  temptations 
to  idleness,  but  because  they  are  apt  to  draw  together  great  num- 
bers of  disorderly  persons  which  can  but  be  an  inconvenience  to 
the  neighborhood."  In  the  next  section  he  distinguishes  between 
places  kept  for  such  useless  sports,  and  play-houses  that  were 
originally  introduced  for  the  laudable  design  of  recommending 
virtue  to  the  imitation  of  the  people'  and  exposing  vice  and  folly. 
These,  he  says,  are  not  nuisances  in  their  own  nature,  but  may 
only  become  such  by  accident ;  whereas  the  others  cannot  but  be 
nuisances.  I  mention  common  stages  for  rope  dancing  because 
bowling  alleys  were  long  since  held  to  stand  on  the  same  footing. 
Jacob  HalVs  Case,  1  Mod.  76.  Hall,  a  rope  dancer,  had  erected 
a  stage,  or  was  about  erecting  one,  at  Charing  Cross,  which  the 
court  of  king's  bench  pronounced  to  be  a  nuisance.  Hale,  Ch.  J., 
mentioned  as  a  precedent :  "  That  in  the  eighth  year  of  Charles 
the  First,  Noy  came  into  court  and  prayed  a  writ  to  prohibit  a 
bowling  alley  erected  near  St.  Dunstan's  church  and  had  it." 
In  the  report  of  this  case  in  2  K.  &  C.  846,  Ch.  J.  Hale  is 
represented  as  saying  that  "Noy  prayed  a  writ  to  prohibit  a 
bowling  alley  and  had  it  without  any  presentment  at  all."  Thus 
we  see  that  Hawkins  is  sustained  by  the  highest  authority  in 
saying  that  such  places  cannot  but  be  nuisances.  The  tendency 
of  the  alley  being  well  known  it  was  adjudged  to  be  a  nuisance 
of  itself,  and  a  writ  accordingly  issued  to  remove  it  without  any 
trial.  Now  this  is  not  because  rope  dancing  or  playing  at  nine- 
pins or  any  other  game  with  bowls  is  a  mischief;  nor  that  being 
a  spectator  at  a  rope  dance  is  censurable  in  the  least.  Such  acts 
are  not  nuisances.  In  themselves  they  are  entirely  innocent. 
The  nuisance  consists  in  the  commoli  and  gainful  establishment 
for  the  purpose  of  sports,  having  the  aptitude  and  tendency  of 
which  Hawkins  speaks.  Not  that  this  always  produces  the  con- 
sequences of  which  he  complains,  but  because  there  is  imminent 
danger  of  its  doing  so.  A  deposit  of  gunpowder,  a  useful 
article,  among  a  block  of  houses  might  be  very  harmless,  yet  it 
is  a  public  nuisance  from  the  danger  of  explosion.  Anon.,  12 
Modern  Eep.  342.     The  case  of  the  People  v.  Sergeant,  8  Cow. 
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139,  is  relied  on,  which  held  that  a  room  kept  for  the  playing  of 
billiards  was  not  a  public  nuisance,  though  a  profit  was  made  of 
it.  But  the  court  disavows  the  intent  to  interfere  with  the 
principle  laid  down  by  Hawkins.  On  the  contrary,  they  refer 
to  it  with  approbation,  and  admit  that  the  keeping  of  a  gaming 
house  was  an  indictable  oflense  at  common  law.  This  was  held 
expressly  in  Rex  v.  Dixon^  10  Mod.  335.  Yet  the  act  of  gaming 
was  no  more  criminal  than  dancing  on  a  rope  or  playing  at 
cricket.  It  may  be  somewhat  difficult  to  reconcile  the  People 
V.  Sergeant,  with  the  general  principle  which  seems  perfectly 
well  settled ;  but  the  case  claims  no  more  than  that  a  billiard 
room  kept  in  a  particular  way  forms  an  exception.  In  general 
the  law  is  not  scrupulous  about  actual  results.  It  sees  that  a 
building  has  been  rented  for  an  idle  purpose,  the  probable  con- 
sequences of  which  will  be  pernicious.  It  does  not  stop,  there- 
fore, and  call  witnesses  to  prove  that  it  is  so  in  fact.  When 
Hall,  the  rope  dancer,  was  brought  up,  Lord  Hale  held  that  it 
was  enough  that  the  stage  had  been  or  was  about  to  be  erected. 
He  told  him  he  understood  it  was  a  nuisance  to  the  parish.  It 
is  true  that  some  of  the  inhabitants,  being  present,  said  it  occa- 
sioned broils  and  fightings,  and  drew  so  many  rogues  to  the  place 
that  they  lost  things  out -of  their  shops  every  afternoon.  Rut 
this  information  was  not  received  as  from  witnesses.  No  one 
could,  on  his  oath,  connect  the  cause  with  the  effects,  and  no  one 
appears  to  have  been  sworn.  All  the  evils  complained  of  might 
have  existed  without  the  stage.  Had  the  erection  been  for  the 
purpose  of  some  useful  business  or  object,  actual  consequences 
would  have  been  inquired  of.  But  it  was  the  simple  case  of  one 
man  squandering  his  time  for  money,  in  order  to  induce  others 
to  waste  both  their  time  and  money.  No  one  is  so  blind  as  not 
to  see  that  such  places,  on  their  becoming  known,  bring  together 
the  most  profligate  mixtures ;  brawlers,  drunkards,  gamblers, 
blacklegs,  pickpockets,  petty  thieves.  Lord  Hale  did  not  want 
witnesses  of  this.  All  he  wanted  was  of  the  notoriety  of  the 
fact  —  the  testimony  of  experience.  According  to  the  report 
of  HalVs  Case,  2  Keb.,  there  were  mere  affidavits  that  Hall  was 
going  on  to  build  his  booth,  which  was  not  yet  done.  The 
reporter  adds  that,  after  the  court  was  informed  of  the  working, 
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they  sent  for  Hall  and  the  workmen  by  a  tip-staff,  "  and  because 
he  would  not  enter  into  a  recognizance  not  to  build  on,  they 
committed  him  and  then  he  ceast."  Yentbis  gives  the  same 
account  of  the  matter.  (Vent.  169.)  He  says  that  the  complaint 
was  that  the  booth  was  erecting,  and  that  Hall  intended  to  show 
his  feats  of  activity  to  the  annoyance  of  the  complainai ts,  ''by 
reason  of  the  crowd  of  idle  and  naughty  people  that  would  Tdo 
drawn  thither,  and  their  apprentices  inveigled  from  their  shops." 
The  court  ordered  him  to  stop ;  to  which  he  replied,  with  great 
impudence,  "  that  he  had  the  king's  warrant  for  it  and  promise 
to  bear  him  harmless."  After  committing  him,  the  court  ordered 
a  record  to  be  made  of  the  nuisance,  as  upon  their  own  view,  and 
awarded  a  writ  to  the  sheriff  to  prostrate  it.  All  this  is  only 
following  out  the  rule  of  law  that  a  man  shall  be  answerable  tor 
all  the  probable  consequences  of  his  acts ;  the  obvious  ground  on 
which  the  court  proceeded  a  few  years  before  in  the  case  of  a 
bowling  alley,  without  even  waiting  for  a  presentment.  In  Rex 
V.  Moore^  3  B.  &  A.  184,  the  defendant  was  convicted  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  collected  a  crowd  in  his  own  field  for  pigeon 
shooting,  by  which  the  neighborhood  was  annoyed ;  and  he  was 
held  guilty  of  a  nuisance.  LirrLEOALE,  J.,  said :  "  No  doubt  it 
was  not  his  object  to  create  a  nuisance,  but  if  it  be  the  probable 
consequence  of  his  act,  he  is  answerable  as  if  it  were  his  actual 
object.  If  the  experience  of  mankind  will  lead  any  one  to 
expect  the  result,  he  is  answerable  for  it."  In  Rex  v.  Howell,  3 
Keb.  465,  the  court  thought  an  indictment  for  a  nuisance  in 
keeping  a  cock-pit  valid  at  common  law ;  and  this  again  on  the 
authority  of  the  bowling  alley  case,  which  they  mentioned,  and 
said  that  it  was  pulled  down  as  a  common  nuisance.  In  Rex  v. 
Dixon,  the  indictment  was  simply  for  keeping  a  common  gaming 
house.  No  consequences  were  mentioned,  and  it  did  not  con- 
clude, '■'■ad  commune  noGumentumr  It  was  therefore  insisted 
that  it  could  not  be  good  at  common  law.  The  court  answered 
that  it  was  not  necessary,  because  the  offense  was  a  nuisance  in 
its  own  nature. 

In  the  case  before  us,  the  rules  of  playing  in  Tanner's  ball 
alley  are  stated,  with  an  instance  of  play  by  a  person  who  hired 
the  alley,  and  proceeded  under  the  inspection  and  reckoning  of 
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Tanner,  I  have  gone  into  a  consideration  of  the  cases,  that  a 
building  which  the  law  considers  a  nuisance  in  its  own  nature, 
when  kept  in  a  particular  way  and  for  a  particular  purpose,  is  not 
to  be  tested  by  appearances.  It  cannot  be  modified  by  printed 
rules  against  the  practice  of  gambling,  and  by  the  surveillance  of 
the  owner  as  if  to  see  that  they  are  not  violated.  The  law  knows 
that  appearances  are  often  simulated.  Vicious  houses  often  make 
loud  pretensions  to  such  superior  regularity,  that,  however  others 
may  behave,  they  would  be  thought  an  exception.  In  the  case 
of  the  hall  alley  mentioned  by  Lord  Hale,  the  court  did  not  send 
and  inquire  what  appearances  of  regularity  and  decency  might  be 
affected  by  the  owner.  Information  that  it  was  a  bowling  alley 
satisfied  them,  and  they  issued  a  writ  to  abate  it  without  waiting 
for  a  trial.  Their  own  sagacity  spoke  as  to  the  ultimate  effects. 
If  the  building  had  been  so  far  well  conducted,  so  much  the  bet- 
ter for  the  community.  The  court  determined  that  it  should  not 
afterward  be  conducted  at  all,  on  account  of  the  consequences  that 
would  probably  ensue.  Suppose  a  woman  to  hold  out  her  house 
as  one  of  ill-fame,  does  it  take  from  it  the  character  of  a  nuisance 
that  there  has  been  no  instance  of  actual  prostitution?  Or,  on 
trying  it  under  indictment,  would  it  be  necessary  to  show  a  case 
of  prostitution  ?  The  law  applies  as  we  have  seen  the  ^^presump- 
tis  juris  et  de  jureP  A  man  who  should  erect  a  pig-sty  under 
his  neighbor's  window  could  hardly  excuse  himself  by  showing 
that  he  intended  to  keep  it  clean  and  inoffensive,  although  the 
thing  is  useful  in  itself.  House  in  a  populous  town,  divided  for 
poor  people  to  inhabit  during  the  prevalence  of  an  infectious  dis- 
ease, is  a  nuisance.  1  Rolle's  Abr.  139.  The  law  does  not  wait 
for  the  disease  to  spread.  It  exercises  a  wise  forecast,  and  arrests 
the  evil  at  the  threshold.  It  does  the  same  thing  in  favor  of 
public  morals  and  economy.  A  useless  establishment,  wasting 
the  time  of  the  owner,  tending  to  fasten  his  own  idle  habits  on 
his  family,  and  to  draw  the  men  and  boys  of  the  neighborhood 
into  a  bad  moral  atmosphere,  a  place  which  in  despite  of  every 
care  will  be  attended  by  profligates  with  evil  communication,  and 
at  best  with  a  waste  of  time  and  money,  followed  by  a  multipli 
cation  of  paupers  and  rogues,  has  always  been  considered  an  ob- 
vious nuisance.     The  only  argument  I  have  heard  urged  in  excuse 
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for  a  bowling  alley  is,  that  the  exercise  of  the  players  is  conducive 
to  health.  In  this  respect  such  alleys  have  been  compared  to 
bath-houses.  The  answer  is,  that  there  are  various  other  kinds  of 
exercise  entirely  equivalent;  and  if  not,  the  means  of  playing 
with  bowls  are  easily  accessible  without  those  public  establish- 
ments carried  on  for  hire,  which  the  law  has  denounced  as  of  evil 
tendency.  The  playing  with  cards  and  dice  have  been  recognized 
by  grave  authority  as  useful  in  recreating  and  fitting  a  person  for 
business.  Bacon's  Abr.,  Gaming,  A.  Yet  it  would  scarcely  be 
contended  that  a  card-room  kept  for  reward,  under  the  strongest 
protestations  that  it  was  intended  solely  for  recreation,  should  be 
tolerated  by  law.  The  pernicious  consequence  of  allowing  men 
to  have  a  pecuniary  interest  in  that  sort  of  play  is  too  well  known." 

Sec.  44.  The  doctrine  of  this  case  is  predicated  upon  a  false 
basis,  and  is  highly  erroneous  in  principle.  I  doubt  if  a  case  can 
be  found,  ancient  or  modern,  that  goes  to  the  extreme  and  un- 
warranted length  that  it  does.  The  learned  judge  proceeded 
upon  the  ground  that  bowling  alleys,  and  all  other  places  of 
amusement  kept  for  gain  or  hire,"  are  "  malum  in  se,"  and  that 
no  proof  of  their  effects  is  necessary.  That  the  court  of  its  own 
mere  motion  may,  by  one  sweeping  exercise  of  power,  declare  the 
whole  catalogue  of  amusements  indulged  in  by  mankind,  and  for 
the  exercise  of  which  a  compensation  is  paid  to  the  proprietor, 
public  nuisances.  This  is  carrying  the  power  of  courts  to  more 
extreme  lengths  than  they  went,  even  in  the  period  of  the  world's 
history,  when  the  most  extreme  despotism  and  bigotry  prevailed. 
According  to  the  learned  judge's  own  showing.  Lord  Hale  would 
not  declare  Jacob  Hall's  rope-dancing  booth  a  nuisance  upon  the 
mere  complaint  of  the  persons  living  in  the  vicinity ;  but,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  only  the  day  before  he  had  erected  his 
booth  at  Lincoln's  Inn  Field,  and  had  been  prevented  from  show- 
ing his  feats  there  by  a  writ  of  inhibition  from  "Whitehall,  he 
sent  for  Hall,  and,  on  his  appearing  in  court,  did  not  tell  him 
that  his  business  was  a  nuisance,  but  that  he  understood  it  was  a 
nuisance  to  the  parish.  Nor  was  he  content  with  this,  but  took 
the  evidence  of  people  doing  business  and  keeping  shops  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  booth,  who  stated  that  it  called  large  crowds  of 
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thieves  and  rogues  to  the  vicinity,  and  that  they  had  that  day  lost 
many  things  from  their  shops  (1  Mod,  76 ;  2  Keble,  846),  and  it 
was  upon  this  evidence,  and  not  upon  the  mere  motion  of  the 
court,  that  he  declared  the  booth  a  nuisance,  and  ordered  its  pros- 
.  tration.  I  say  it  was  upon  this  evidence,  I  mean  according  to  the 
report  of  the  cases  in  Keble  and  Modern,  relied  upon  by  the  court. 
Now,  so  far  as  the  authority  of  those  two  cases  goes,  there  is  no 
intimation  that  the  court  declared  the  booth  a  nuisance,  or  did 
any  thing  in  reference  to  it,  notwithstanding  the  evidence  before 
it  that  it  drew  thieves  and  rogues  to  the  place,  and  occasioned 
broils  and  fighting,  and  that  frequent  thefts  had  been  committed 
in  the  vicinity.  The  report  of  the  case  is  utterly  silent  as  to  the 
disposition  of  the  case,  so  far  as  Hall  or  his  booth  is  concerned ; 
but  they  close  by  putting  into  the  mouth  of  the  learned  judge  a 
mass  of  senseless  words,  having  no  connection  with  or  applica- 
bility to  the  case,  to  wit :  Lord  Hale  said,  that  "  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I,  ISToy  came  into  court  and  applied  for  a  writ  to  prohibit 
a  bowling  alley  near  St. Dunstan's  church,  and  had  it;"  and  this 
is  all  that  was  said  or  done  by  the  court,  according  to  those  reports 
in  reference  to  the  matter.  It  does  not  appear  that  Hall's  booth 
was  declared  a  nuisance,  or  that  a  writ  of  prohibition  was  issued. 
Now,  upon  this  senseless  statement  put  into  the  mouth  of  the 
court  by  these  two  worthless  reports,  the  learned  judge  felt  war- 
ranted in  holding  that  a  bowling  alley  is  a  common  nuisance  at 
common  law,  and  malum  in  se.  Now,  it  is  a  matter  well  under- 
stood, that  in  the  English  courts  the  Modern  reports  have  always 
been  regarded  as  very  doubtful  authority,  and  that  Keble' s  reports 
were  in  such  bad  repute,  that  for  a  long  time  they  were  not 
allowed  to  be  used  or  referred  to ;  and  when  we  remember  this, 
and  find  this  same  case  of  Hall's  reported  in  Yentris,  169,  in  a 
sensible  way,  and  in  a  manner  so  different  from  the  reports  in 
Modern  and  Kehle,  that,  except  for  the  name,  we  should  not 
recognize  them  as  the  same  case  at  all ;  and  when  we  still  further 
remember  that  Yentris^  reports  have  always  been  in  good  repute, 
and  that  they  were  published  in  Lord  Hale's  time,  and  bear  his 
unqualified  indorsement  and  approval  published  therein,  it  must 
require  a  high  degree  of  credulity  on  the  part  of  a  court  to 
predicate  an  important  principle  upon  the  mass  of  senseless  trash 
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in  Modem  and  Keble,  when  no  such  statements  appear  in  a  report 
of  the  same  case  by  a  reporter  who  is  known  to  have  been  correct, 
whose  reports  are  indorsed  by  the  court  whose  opinions  he  re- 
ports, and  the  cases  reported  by  whom  bear  intrinsic  evidence  of 
their  genuineness.     If  Lord  Hale  ever  made  the  statement  in 
reference  to  bowhng  alleys,  attributed  to  him  in  Modern  and 
Keble,  it  is  certainly  singular  that  we  find  no  account  of  it  any- 
where else.     Lord  Hale  himself  afterward  wrote  his  "  Hisioria 
Placitorum,^^  and  not  a  word  is  said  by  him  there  in  reference  to 
the  case,  or  in  reference  to  bowling  alleys  being  common  nui- 
sances.    Noy,  who  was  attorney-general  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I, 
was  himself  a  reporter,  and  not  a  word  about  the  circumstances 
of  the  prohibition  of  the  bowling  alley  near  St.  Dunstan's  church 
on  his  motion  is  to  be  found  in  his  reports.     Hawkins,  who  was 
an  industrious  author,  and  who  is  regarded  as  high  authority, 
although  he  has  an  exhaustive  chapter  on  nuisances  in  volume  1 
of  his  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  fails  to  enumerate  bowling  alleys  as  in 
the  interdicted  list  of  amusements.     In  Viner's  Abr.,  Bacon's 
Abr.,  Petersdorffs  Abr.,   Russell  on  Crimes,  Gibbons  on  Nui- 
sances, or  any  of  the  English  works,  we  search  in  vain  for  any 
intimation  that  any  court  at  any  time,  or  under  any  circumstances, 
ever  held,  that  bowling  alleys  were  common  nuisances ;  and  the 
inference  is  irresistible,  that  they  were  never  so  regarded  or  held. 
But  admit,  for  the  purposes  of  the  argument,  that  the  court  did 
say  what  it  is  reported  as  saying  in  Modern  and  Keble,  what  does  it 
prove  ?     Does  it  establish  the  doctrine  of  Cowen,  J.,  that  bowl- 
ing alleys  are  public  nuisances  and  malum  in  se,  so  that  a  court 
needs  no  evidence  of  their  ill  effects  to  declare  them  such  ?    By 
no  means ;  on  the  contrary,  it  simply  establishes  the  fact  that  a 
bowling  alley  may  be  declared  a  nuisance  when  it  is  near  a  church, 
or  when  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted  brings  it  within  the 
rule.     The  reasonable  presumption  is,  that  if  Noy  had  the  writ 
to  prostrate  the  bowling  alley  near  St.  Dunstan's  church,  he  had 
it  because  it  was  near  the  church,  and  disturbed  by  its  noise  the 
worship  there;   and  if  Lord  Hale  used  the  words  put  in  his 
mouth  in  Modern  and  by  Keble,  he  doubtless  referred  to  that  as 
a  precedent,  to  show  that  if  the  court  regarded  a  bowling  alley 
near  a  church  as  a -nuisance,  he  would  be  justified  in  holding  a 
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rope-dancer's  booth  near  the  king's  palace,  and  which  actually 
obstructed  the  highway,  as  a  nuisance ;  and  not  because  a  bowling 
alley  was  regarded  as  of  the  same  class  with  rope-dancers'  booths. 
For  a  better  understanding  of  the  matter,  and  as  illustrative  of 
the  utter  baselessness  of  the  foundation  upon  which  Judge  Cowen 
predicates  his  doctrine,  I  will  give  the  cases  as  reported  in  the 
Modern  reports  and  in  Kehle,  and  also  by  Ventris. 

Sec.  45.  Jacob  EalVs  Case,  1  Mod.  R.  76 ;  2  Keble,  846  : 
"  One  Jacob  Hall,  a  rope-dancer,  had  erected  a  stage  in  Lincoln's 
Inn  Fields,  but,  upon  petition  of  the  inhabitants,  there  was  a  writ 
of  inhibition  from  Whitehall.  Now,  upon  complaint  to  the 
judges  that  he  had  erected  one  at  Charing  Cross,  he  was  sent  for 
into  court,  and  the  chief  justice  told  him  that  he  had  heard  it  was 
a  nuisance  to  the  parish,  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  being  pres- 
ent said  it  did  occasion  broils  and  fighting  there,  and  drew  rogues 
and  thieves  to  the  place,  and  that  they  lost  things  out  of  their 
shops  every  afternoon.  And  Hale  said,  in  Car.  I,  "Noy  came 
into  court  and  prayed  a  writ  to  prohibit  a  bowling  alley  near  St. 
Dunstan's  church,  and  had  it." 

This  is  all  there  is  of  the  case  in  the  two  reports.  It  must  be 
confessed  that  this  report  is  rather  poor  authority  upon  which  to 
predicate  a  doctrine  so  sweeping  and  extensive  in  its  consequences 
as  that  laid  down  in  Tanner  v.  Trustees,  etc.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  case,  as  it  appears  in  Yentris. 

Sec.  46.  Jacoh  SalVs  Case,  Yentris,  169 :  "  Complaint  was 
made  to  the  lokd  chief  justice  by  divers  of  the  inhabitants  about 
Charing  Cross,  that  Jacob  Hall  was  erecting  a  great  booth  in  the 
street  there,  intending  to  show  the  feats  of  activity  and  dancing 
upon  the  ropes  there,  to  their  great  annoyance,  by  reason  of  the 
crowd  of  idle  and  naughty  people  that  would  be  drawn  thither, 
and  their  apprentices  would  be  inveigled  from  their  shops.  Upon 
this  the  chief  justice  appointed  him  to  be  sent  for  in  the  court, 
and  that  an  indictment  should  be  presented  to  the  grand  jury  of 
this  matter,  and  withal  the  court  warned  him  that  he  should  pro- 
ceed no  further.  ^  But,  he  being  dismissed,  they  were  presently 
after  informed  that  he  caused  his  w^orkmen  to  go  on,  whereupon 
they  commanded  the  marshal  to  fetch  him  into  court ;  and  being 
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brought  in  and  demanded  how  he  durst  go  on  in  contempt  of  the 
court,  he,  with  great  impudence,  affirmed  that '  he  had  the  king's 
warrant  for  it,  and  promise  to  bear  him  harmless.'  Then  they 
required  of  him  a  recognizance  of  £300  that  he  should  cease  fur- 
ther building,  which  he  obstinately  refused,  and  was  committed. 
And  the  court  caused  a  record  to  be  made  of  this  nuisance  as 
upon  their  own  view  (it  being  on  their  way  to  Westminster),  and 
awarded  a  writ  thereupon  to  the  sheriff  of  Middlesex,  command- 
ing him  to  prostrate  the  building ;  and  the  court  said :  '  Things 
of  this  nature  ought  not  to  be  placed  among  peoples'  habitations, 
and  that  it  was  a  nuisance  to  the  king's  royal  palace ;  besides,  that 
it  straitened  the  way  and  was  insufferable  in  that  respect.'  " 

Sec.  4:7.  Now,  which  of  these  reports  seems  to  bear  intrinsic- 
ally the  best  evidence  of  being  a  true  and  faithful  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  in  this  case  ?  In  the  report  of  the  case 
from  the  Modern  reports  and  Keble,  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
thing  was  done  by  the  court  in  reference  to  the  complaint  of  the 
people,  except  to  induce  Lord  Hale  to  utter  a  senseless  and 
meaningless  expression,  without  any  sort  of  force  or  application 
to  the  case  in  hand.  In  the  report  from  Yentris,  we  have  a  full 
and  complete  history  of  the  case  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
and  evincing  the  best  evidence  of  its  genuineness  from  the  fact 
that  every  movement  in  the  case  was  characterized  by  that  pru- 
dence and  cautious  regard  for  men's  rights,  and  that  degree  of 
temperate  mercy  that  was  always  exhibited  by  that  eminent 
judge  (Lord  Hale),  as  well  as  the  unflinching  firmness  with  which 
he  administered  the  law  to  wrong-doers  when  they  exhibited 
no  disposition  to  refrain.  From  the  latter  report  of  the  case,  it 
appears  that  the  court  had  abundant  reasons  for  declaring  the 
booth  a  nuisance :  First,  because  it  collected  a  crowd  of  idle  and 
naughty  people  to  the  vicinity,  and  called  apprentices  from  their 
work ;  and,  second,  because  it  was  so  near  the  king's  palace  as  to 
be  a  nuisance  to  that,  and  because  it  was  erected  in  the  street  and 
straitened  the  way.  The  court  did  not,  upon  the  evidence  before 
it,  order  the  prostration  of  the  building,  but  ordered  the  grand 
jury  to  find  an  indictment,  in  order  that  the  question  might  be 
tried  by  jury,  and  dismissed  Hall  from  the  court  with  a  warning 
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not  to  go  on  with  his  show ;  but,  he  disregarding  their  caution, 
the  court  viewed  the  nuisance,  and  upon  their  own  view  ordered 
its  removal.  It  is  evident  from  either  of  the  reports,  that  Lord 
Hale  had  abundant  evidence  before  him  of  the  deleterious  and 
annoying  character  of  Hall's  avocation  to  justify  him  in  directing 
the  destruction  of  his  booth,  and  declaring,  as  he  afterward  did 
in  Rex  v.  Batterson^  5  Mod.  142,  that  the  business  of  a  rope- 
dancer  is  a  nuisance  in  se.  But  I  cannot  concur  with  Judge 
CowEN,  in  Tomner  v.  Trustees^  ante,  that  any  of  the  cases  cited 
oy  him  in  any  measure  justified  the  court  in  holding  that  a  bowl- 
ing alley  is  per  se  a  public  nuisance,  or  has  been  so  regarded  at 
common  law ;  nor  can  I,  without  doing  violence  to  the  plain  and 
palpable  rules  that  have  been  established  by  the  courts  in  all 
periods  of  the  world's  history,  agree  that  the  facts  in  the  case  jus- 
tified the  court  in  declaring  the  bowling  alley  in  question  a  nui- 
sance. There  was  an  entire  absence  of  every  element  necessary 
to  bring  it  within  the  rule.  There  was  no  proof  that  it  disturbed 
the  neighborhood  by  its  noise ;  that  crowds  of  idle  and  vicious 
people  congregated  there ;  that  gaming  was  ever  allowed,  or  that 
any  of  the  elements  existed  that  were  requisite  to  constitute  it  a 
nuisance,  or  that  such  a  condition  of  things  had  ever  resulted 
from  a  bowling  alley  in  any  place  or  at  any  time ;  and  I  feel 
compelled  to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  was  an  unwarrantable 
exercise  of  power,  and  such  as  is  not  in  any  measure  sustained  by 
authority,  or  as  should  commend  itself  to  other  courts  as  a  prece- 
dent. The  doctrine  of  this  case  was  seriously  questioned  in  the 
case  of  Updike  Y.  Camplell,  4  E.  D.  Smith's  C.  P.  (N.  T.)  570,  by 
WooDKiJEF,  J.,  and  is  ably  reviewed  and  controverted  by  Beasley, 
Ch.  J.,  in  8tate  v.  Hall,  32  N.  J.  162,  and  was  not  so  far  regarded 
as  good  authority  in  State  v.  Haines,  30  Me.  65,  that  the  court 
felt  justified  in  holding  a  bowling  alley  a  nuisance  without  some 
of  the  concomitants  that  have  usually  been  regarded  as  the  essen- 
tial elements  of  a  nuisance. 

Sec.  48.  In  People  v.  Sargeant,  8  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  169,  the  court 

held,  that  a  billiard  room  not  being  a  nuisance  at  common  law,  is  not 

nuisance  when  conducted  in  an  orderly  manner,  without  noise  or 

gaming.     It  is  said  by  the  court  that  the  game  is  one  that  requires 
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the  exercise  of  the  highest  skill,  and  from  this  fact  I  presume  the 
court  inferred  that  it  would  not  be  likely  to  attract  the  idle  and 
vicious,  and  produce  those  ill  results  upon  society  that  are  essen- 
tial in  order  to  constitute  such  places  public  nuisances.  It  cannot 
be  denied  that,  notwithstanding  the  comments  of  Judge  Cowen 
upon  the  doctrine  of  this  case,  in  Tanner  v.  Trustees,  etc.,  the 
court  pm'sued  the  usual  course  in  such  cases,  and  literally  followed 
the  precedent  estabhshed  by  the  English  courts.  Billiard  rooms 
never  having  been  declared  nuisances,  it  would  have  been  an 
exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  court,  that  would  have  been 
wholly  unwarranted  by  any  precedent,  to  have  declared  the  room 
a  nuisance,  without  proof  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  con- 
ducted, and  some  reliable  idea  of  the  probable  results  of  its 
existence. 

GAMING   HOUSES. 

Sec.  49.  Gaming  houses  are  common  nuisances,  and  punish- 
able criminally  at  common  law,  and  the  reason  therefor,  as  given 
by  Hawkins,  is,  that  they  are  detrimental  to  the  public,  in  that 
they  promote  cheating  and  other  corrupt  practices,  and  incite  to 
idleness  and  avaricious  ways  of  gaining  property.  Hex  v.  Dixo7i, 
10  Mod.  336 ;  1  Hawkins'  P.  C.  1586 ;  Bacon's  Abr.,  vol.  7,  Nui- 
sances, a  /  Russell  on  Crimes,  vol.  2,  p.  277.  In  Bex  v.  Regina, 
1  B.  &  C.  272,  it  was  held,  that  the  keeping  of  a  common  gaming 
house  for  lucre  and  gain,  and  unlawfully  causing  idle  and  evil- 
disposed  persons  to  frequent  the  place  to  play  together  for  large 
sums  at  a  game  called  "  rouge  et  noir,^^  is  an  indictable  offense  at 
common  law,  and  Holroyd,  J.,  said,  that  "  in  his  opinion  it  would 
be  merely  sufficient  to  allege  in  the  indictment  that  the  defendant 
kept  a  common  gaming  house,  without  setting  forth  particularly 
the  nature  or  kind  of  game  played;"  and  the  same  was  also  held 
in  Rex  v.  Taylor,  3  B.  &  C.  502,  but  the  better  practice,  as  well 
as  the  most  safe  one,  would  be  to  set  forth  the  kind  of  games 
played  there.  As  to  what  constitutes  a  gaming  house,  within  the 
legal  meaning  of  the  term,  the  rule  was  laid  down  in  Blewett  v. 
State,  34  Miss.  606,  thus :  "  Gaming  implies  loss  or  gain  by  bet- 
ting between  parties,  such  as  excites  a  spirit  of  cupidity ; "  and 
in  L6wis'  U.  S.  Crim.  Law,  341,  343,  344,  and  in  Waterman's 
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Archbold,  609,  610,  611,  the  same  rule  is  given.  It  was  also  held, 
in  the  same  case,  that  playing  the  "  rub,"  as  it  is  called,  to  see  who 
shall  pay  the  expenses  of  a  game  of  bilhards,  is  not  gaming  within 
the  rule.  The  same  was  also  held  in  People  v,  Sargent,  8  Cow. 
169.  But  if  a  pai'ty  plays  at  any  game  for  stakes  of  money  or 
other  property  directly,  it  is  gaming.' 

Sec.  50.  It  is  also  held  that  a  married  woman  may  be  in- 
dicted for  the  offense.  Rex  v.  Dixon,  10  Mod.  335 ;  1  Hawkins' 
P.  C.  92,  §  30 ;  1  Hawkins'  Abr.,  vol.  1,  tit.  Xni.,  A.  Indeed,  it 
is  held  that,  in  cases  of  all  inferior  misdemeanors,  the  wife 
may  be  indicted  jointly  with  her  husband ;  particularly  where 
the  oliense  is  one  that  can  be  essentially  aided  by  her  intrigues, 
and  where  it  does  not  appear  that  she  was  acting  under  the 
coercion  of  her  husband.  In  Rex  v.  Dixon,  10  Mod.  335,  the 
husband  and  wife  were  jointly  indicted  for  keeping  a  common 
gaming  house,  and  in  Rex  v.  Williams,  10  Mod.  63,  the  hus- 
band and  ^vife  were  joined  in  an  indictment  for  keeping  a 
bawdv  house,  and  in  both  cases  the  court  held  that  the  offense 
was  well  laid.  In  EusseU  on  Crimes,  16,  the  learned  author  lays 
down  the  same  rule  as  well  established. 

cxKiK-prrs. 

A  cock-pit  is  a  common  nuisance,  and  not  only  indictable  at 
common  law,  but  it  is  considered  as  a  gaming  house  within  the 
Stat.  33  Hen.  8,  c.  9,  311,  which  imposes  a  penalty  of  forty  shil- 
lings a  day  upon  such  houses ;  and  in  Rex  v.  Howell,  3  Keble, 
510,  it  was  held,  that  upon  conviction  of  the  offense  at  common 

'  In  Estes  t?.  State,  it  was  held,  that  setting  forth  that  the  defendant  kept 

a  single  act  of  gaming,  unaccompanied  a  common  gaming  house,  without  set- 

with  circumstances  of  aggravation,  is  ting  forth  what  was  done  there,  would 

not  such  a  misdemeanor  as  will  author-  not  be  sufficient.     In  Vanderwerker  c. 

ize  a  coun  to  require  sureties  for  good  State,  13  Ark.  TOO ;   United   States  "o. 

behavior.    In  State  t.  Doom,  Charlt.  1,  Ringgold,  5  Cranch  C.  C.  37S.  and  in 

it  was  held,  that  a  house  in  which  a  United  States  r.  Milburn,  5  Cranch  C.  C. 

faro  table  is  kept,  for  the  purposes  of  390,  it  was  held  not  necessarv  to  set 

common  gambling, is  j5er  .*f  a  nuisance,  forth  the  kind  of  game  played ;  but  it 

and  that  evidence  of  frequent  affrays  will  always  be  the  better  practice  to  do 

and  disturbances  committed  there  is  so.    In  James  Butler's  Case,  1  City  Hall 

not  necessary.    Also,  see  Rex  r.  Dixon,  Recorder  iX.  Y.),  66,  it  was  held,  that 

10  Mod.  336 :  1  Bacon's  Abr.,  tit.  Nui-  an  inn,  at  which  people  were  allowed 

sances ;    1  Hawkins'  P.  C.  (S.  C.)  76.  to  play  for  money,  is  punishable  as  a 

In  People  r.  Jackson,  3  Denio  (X.  T.),  disorderly  house. 
101,  it  was  held,  that  an  indictment 
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law,  the  court  would  adopt  this  as  the  measure  of  the  punish- 
ment. 

INNS. 

Sec.  51.  Everyone  at  common  law  is  entitled  to  keep  an  inn, 
and  may  be  indicted  and  fined  for  keeping  a  public  nuisance  if  he 
usually  harbors  thieves  or  suffers  frequent  disorders  in  his  house. 
So,  too,  if  he  takes  exorbitant  prices,  or  if  he  refuses  to  receive 
a  traveler  as  a  guest  into  his  house,  or  to  find  him  food  upon  the 
tender  of  a  reasonable  price.  1  Hawkins'  F.  C.  78,  §§  1,  2.  It 
has  also  been  held,  that  the  setting  up  of  a  new  inn  where  there 
is  no  necessity  for  it,  as  when  there  are  already  a  sufficient  num- 
ber, renders  the  inn  so  set  up  liable  to  indictment  as  a  public  nui- 
sance.    1  Russell  on  Crimes ;  3  Bacon's  Abr.,  tit.  Inns. 

COLLECTING    CROWDS. 

Sec.  52.  So,  too,  at  common  law  the  calling  together  of  a  large 
crowd  for  pigeon  shooting,  to  the  disturbance  and  endangering 
of  the  peace  of  the  neighborhood,  was  regarded  as  a  nuisance  and 
punished  as  such.  In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Moore,  3  B.  &  Ad.  184, 
the  defendant  kept  an  inclosed  lot  near  a  highway  for  the  purpose 
of  allowing  persons  to  practice  at  rifle  shooting,  by  shooting  at 
marks  and  at  pigeons ;  and  as  a  consequence  large  numbers  of 
people  frequented  the  place  for  those  purposes,  many  of  whom 
were  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  armed  with  fire-arms,  and  by 
their  noise  and  conduct  disturbed  the  king's  subjects,  and  put 
them  in  peril.  It  was  held  that  he  was  chargeable  for  a  nui- 
sance.'    In  fact  it  may  be  said  that  any  business  or  act  which 

1  In  Bostock  -y.  North  Staffordshire  has  excluded  all  improper  characters 

R.  R.  Co.  the  court  restrained  the  de-  from  the  grounds,  and  the  amusements 

f endants  from  holding  a  regatta  near  within  the  ground  have  been  conducted 

the  plaintiffs  premises,  on  the  ground  in  an  orderly  manner.     The  collection 

that  the  calling  together  of  a  crowd  in  of   such  a   crowd   in   the  vicinity  of 

the  vicinity  of  her  house  and  grounds  dwellings  or  places  of  business  for  no 

was  a  serious  annoyance  to  the  inmates  useful  end,  being  a  nuisance  'per  se. 

of  the  house,  and  exposed  her  prop-  Inchbald  v.  Robinson,  4  L.  R.  Ch.  Ap. 

erty  to  damage.     In  Walker  v.  Brew-  388 ;  Cramp  v.  Lambert,  3  L.  R.  Eq. 

Bter,  5  L.  R.  Eq.  25,  it  was  held,  that  409.    In  Morristown  v.  Mayer,  67  Penn. 

the  collection  of  a  crowd  of  noisy  and  St.  471,  it  was  held,  that  loungers  in 

disorderly  people,  to  the  annoyance  of  the  street  are  nuisances,  and  may  be 

the  neighborhood,  outside  the  grounds  indicted  as  such.     Russell  on  Crimes, 

in  which  entertainments  with  music  p.  303 ;  2  Burn's  Justice,  Gaming  III ; 

and  fire-works  are  given,  is  a  nuisance,  1  Hawkins'  P.  C.  364. 
and  that  it  makes  no  difference  that  he 
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calls  together  a  large  crowd  of  disorderly  people  in  a  public  place 
to  the  disturbance  of  the  neighborhood,  and  where  people  are 
put  in  peril  either  of  their  persons  or  property,  or  whereby  the 
public  are  seriously  annoyed  is  a  nuisance.*  In  Commonwealth 
V.  Millman,  13  Serg.  &  Kawle  (Penn.),  403,  it  was  held  that  a 
constable  who  obstructed  a  highway  by  the  collection  of  a  crowd 
in  the  sale  of  goods  taken  in  execution  is  indictable  for  a 
nuisance,  and  the  same  was  also  held  in  Commonwealth  v. 
Passmore^  1  Serg.  &  Rawle  (Penn.),  40. 

In  Bex  V.  Carlisle,  6  C.  &  P.  324,  it  was  held,  that  the  exhi- 
bition of  effigies  or  any  thing  else  in  a  shop  window,  calculated 
to  collect  a  crowd  upon  the  streets  in  front  of  the  shop,  is  an  in- 
dictable nuisance. 

LOTTERIES. 

Sec.  53.  Lotteries,  being  regarded  as  mischievous  games,  are 
common  nuisances,  and  any  person  setting  up  a  lottery,  or  selling 
tickets  therein,  is  punishable  as  for  a  common  nuisance  at  com- 
mon law,  and  also  by  statute  9  and  10  William  3,  ch.  17. 

FIKE- WORKS. 

Sec.  54.  Establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  fire-works  are 
common  nuisances,  and  the  fire-works  themselves  are  so  regarded, 
and  any  person  firing  them  in  any  public  street  or  place  is  pun- 
ishable as  for  a  common  nuisance.  This  was  also  made  an  offense 
by  statute  10  and  11  William  3,  ch.  T. 

monopolies. 

Sec.  55.  So,  also,  all  monopolies  were  regarded  as  nuisances  at 
common  law,  and  also  all  schemes  for  "  bubbling  "  the  public,  by 
raising  money  by  subscription  for  commercial  purposes,  and 
assuming  to  act  as  a  body  corporate  without  a  charter,  or  having 
a  charter  by  assuming  and  exercising  powers  that  were  not 
thereby  granted,  and  all  persons  engaged  therein  were  punish- 
able as  for  a  common  nuisance,  and  by  statute  6  Geo.,  ch.  18,  sec. 

'  Hawkins'  P.  C.   311.     So,   too,  in  of  a  dangerous  and  combustible  nature 

Williams   v.  East   India  Company,  3  is  a"  criminal  act,  and  punishable  as 

East,   193-201,   the   court  said,  "that  for  a  nuisance."     Roscoe's  Crim.  Ev. 

the  placing  on  board  a  vessel  an  article  645. 
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19,  to  the  further  pains  of  premunire  ;  that  is,  of  being  by  legal 
process,  put  outside  the  protection  of  the  law.  A  statute  which 
was  much  dreaded  and  regarded  as  execrable  by  the  English 
people.' 

THEATRES. 

Seo.  58.  Play-houses  or  theatres  were  not  regarded  as  nuisances 
per  86  at  common  law,  but  were  regarded  as  such  when  they 
drew  together  such  large  numbers  of  people  and  coaches  as  to  be 
generally  inconvenient  to  the  places  adjacent,  and  Hawkins  says 
(vol.  1,  p.  362,  sec.  7,  of  his  Pleas  of  the  Crown) :  There  seems 
to  be  a  proper  distinction  between  play-houses  and  other  nuisances, 
for  they,  having  been  originally  instituted  with  a  laudable  design 
of  recommending  virtue  to  the  imitation  of  the  people,  and 
exposing  vice  and  folly,  are  not  nuisances  in  their  own  nature, 
but  may  only  become  such  by  accident,  while  the  others  cannot 
but  be  nuisances.  Theatres,  conducted  properly,  and  so  located 
as  not  to  operate  as  a  serious  annoyance  to  the  neighborhood,  are 
not  regarded  as  a  nuisance.  But  when  they  are  used  for  the 
exhibition  of  low  and  vicious  plays  that  pander  to  the  base 
passions  of  men,  or  when  they  call  together  disorderly  and 
vicious  people,  they  are  nuisances,  and  that  too  of  the  worst 
type.' 

COMMON    SCOLD. 

Sec.  57.  A  common  scold  is  a  common  nuisance,  and  for  the 
first  offense  was  formerly  punished  by  being  put  into  the  ducking 
stool,  and  for  the  second  offense  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  In 
the  early  cases  a  common  scold  was  held  not  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  counsel,  but  in  Regina  v.  Foxby,  6  Mod.  213,  Lord 
Hale  granted  that  privilege,  and  also  suspended  sentence  to  give 
the  respondent  an  opportunity  to  reform;  or,  as  the  reporter  says, 
"  to  see  how  she  would  behave  herself,"  "  for,"  said  Lord  Hale, 
"  if  we  duck  her  now  she  will  go  on  scolding  to  the  end  of  her 
life."  A  common  scold  may  be  said  to  be  a  woman  (for  the 
offense  is  confined  to  the  female  portion  of  society)  who,  by  loud 

'  Hawkins'  P.  C.  364,  sec.  11 ;  Penni-        '  People  v.  Baldwin,  1  Criminal  Re- 
man v.  New  York  Balance  Co.,  13  How.     corder  (N.  Y.),  286. 
Prac.  Rep.  (N.  Y.)  40. 
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and  offensive  talk,  by  railing  and  brawling,  annoys  and  disturbs 
the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  neighborhood.' 

Sec.  58.  It  is  an  indictable  offense  in  this  country,  and  although 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  the  case  of  Commonwealth  v.  Hutchinsoiu 
3  Am.  Law  Reg.  113,  in  the  common  pleas  court,  the  judge 
thought  it  was  one  of  the  relics  of  the  dark  ages,  and  not  con- 
sistent with  the  "high  tone"  of  the  19th  century  to  treat  it 
as  an  offense.  His  doctrine  does  not  seem  to  be  accepted  even 
in  his  own  State,  and  courts  go  on  regarding  it  as  an  indictable 
offense  precisely  as  though  he  had  not  struck  this  heavy  blow  at 
the  law  which  had  grown  hoary  and  wrinkled  from  its  extreme 
age.  I  think  the  court  must  have  been  of  a  highly  progressive 
order  to  take  such  a  sudden  departure  from  the  landmarks  that 
had  been  so  often  and  so  firmly  established  by  Pennsylvania 
courts,  and  if  the  learned  judge  had  really  become  so  advanced  in 
physical  refinement  that  the  brawling  tongue  of  a  common  scold 
would  produce  no  annoyance  to  his  senses,  he  should  still  have 
remembered  that  there  are  over  30,000,000  of  people  in  this 
country  who  have  not  attained  that  desirable  condition.  As  to 
the  precise  extent  of  annoyance  necessary  to  constitute  this  offense, 
the  cases  give  us  but  little  information,  or  as  to  how  extensively 
the  habit  must  be  fixed  upon  a  person  ;  but  the  rule,  in  this  re- 
spect, undoubtedly  is,  that  the  practice  must  be  so  habitual  as 
that  it  may  fairly  be  said  to  be  common.  Anger  is  not  an  element 
of  the  offense."  On  the  contrary,  anger  excited  by  just  provoca- 
tion would  be  a  full  defense  to  a  prosecution  therefor.'  On  the 
trial  of  an  indictment  for  being  a  common  scold,  particular  in- 
stances of  scolding  may  be  given  in  evidence,  and,  after  convic- 
tion, the  court  will  order  the  defendant  to  give  security  for  her 

'  4  Bl.  Com.  168  ;  Commonwealth  v.  sufficient  to  prove  that  she  is  always 

Harris,  107  Mass.  108 ;  Rex  v.  Foxby,  scolding.   Roscoe's  Grim.  Ev.  745  ;  Rex 

6  Mod.  11  ;  United  States  v.  Royall,  3  «.  Cooper,  2  Strange  R.  1246 ;  1  Russell 

Cranch  C.  C.  620 ;  James  v.  Common-  on    Crimes,    303  ;    Commonwealth   v. 

wealth,  12  S.  &  R.  (Penn.)  220 ;  1  Haw-  Foley,  97  Mass.  497.     But  in  Massa- 

kins'  P.  C.  365,  ch.  75,  sec.  14;  Rolle's  chusetts  it  is  a  statutory  oflPense,  and 

Abr.  84  ;  3  Leff.  Cases,39;Greenwault's  applies  to  both  sexes,  and   they  are 

Case,  4  City  Hall  Recorder  (N.  Y.),  174  ;  called  "  common  railers  and  brawlers." 

Field's  Case,  6  id.  90  ;  in  J.  Anson  o.  ^  United  States  v.  Royall,  3  Cranch 

Stewart,  1  L.  R.  754,  it  was  held,  that  (U.  S.),  C.  C.  620. 

it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  the  words  ^  Green wault's  Case,  4  City  Hall  Re. 

used  by  the  respondent,  but  that  it  is  corder  (N.  Y.)  384. 
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appearance  in  court,  from  day  to  day,  to  hear  judgment,  and  for 
her  good  behavior  in  the  meantime.  The  indictment  must  charge 
her  with  being  a  common  scold ;  an  indictment  charging  her  with 
being  a  common  slanderer  or  common  brawler  will  be  bad/ 

Sec.  59.  Eavesdroppers,  or  persons  who  go  about  secretly  lis- 
tening at  doors  or  windows,  or  elsewhere,  to  the  discourse  of 
others  for  the  purpose  of  framing  tattle,  are  common  nuisances 
at  common  law  and  punishable  by  fine,  and  were  generally  held 
to  bail  for  good  behavior.''  A  person  listening  at  the  door  of  a 
jury  room,  to  hear  the  discussions  of  the  jurors  upon  a  case,  or  at 
any  public  building,  ofiice  or  room,  comes  fairly  within  the  defi- 
nition of  the  offense.* 

Sec.  60.  Bishop,  in  vol.  1,  p.  1124,  of  his  work  on  Criminal 
Law,  refers  to  this  offense  as  "  one  of  the  dark  spots  of  the  past 
fast  receding  from  our  view,"  and  this  is  so  not  only  of  this  par- 
ticular offense,  but  also  of  many  other  common  law  offenses. 
No  doubt  at  the  time  when  these  offenses  were  generally  recog- 
nized as  being  of  a  serious  character,  the  offense  was  much 
more  serious  than  now,  and  in  that  period  of  the  world's  his- 
tory, it  may  have  been  a  wise  and  salutary  provision,  and  one 
rendered  necessary  not  only  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of 
families,  but  often  for  the  preservation  of  the  government  itself. 
But  in  this  nineteenth  century,  when  the  light  of  civilization 
extends  over  nearly  the  whole  earth,  and  when  the  peace  of  fam- 
ilies, the  reputations  of  men,  and  the  stability  of  governments 
depend  upon  ,surer  and  more  solid  foundations,  than  during  that 
period  when  the  courts  found  it  necessary  to  establish  penalties 
for  this  offense,  it  is  safe  to  leave  the  interests  of  society  in  the 
hands  of  our  legislatures,  and  the  practitioner  will  seldom  find 
it  necessary  to  resort  to  the  common  law,  to  secure  the  redress  of 
any  criminal  grievance.     But  however  that  may  be  at  the  pres- 

'  United  States  v.  Koyall,  3  Cranch  »  State  v.  Williams,  2  Tenn.   101 ; 

(U.  S.)  C.  C.  618.  State  v.  Pennington,  3  Head.  (Tenn.) 

2  4  Bl.  Com.  168 ;  1  Hawkins'  P.C.  361 ;  299  ;  1  Russell  on  Crimes,  301 ;  1  Burns' 

State  V.  Pennington,  3  Head.  (Tenn.)  Justice,  tit.  Eavesdroppers. 
299;  State  v.  Williams,  2  Tenn.  108. 
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ent  time,  we  cannot  question  the  wisdom  of  the  courts  in  those 
"  ancient  times "  in  making  provision  for  the  punishment  of 
offenses  not  otherwise  provided  for.  In  the  dark  days  of  the 
world's  history,  the  courts  stood  like  a  wall  of  adamant  between 
the  people  and  unjust  and  tyranical  rulers.  In  all  periods  they 
have  preserved  the  peace,  protected  the  morals,  and  upheld  both 
individual  and  public  rights,  and  the  multiplicity  of  common 
law  remedies  for  various  offenses,  shows  the  jealous  care  which 
they  have  al  svays  had  for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  and  the  vig- 
ilance with  which  they  have  guarded  and  upheld  their  rights. 
But  with  however  much  admiration  we  may  regard  this  fidelity 
to  the  interests  of  society,  we  cannot  forget  that  society  changes, 
and  that  every  year,  almost,  renders  changes  in  the  law  necessary 
to  a  proper  adaptation  to  our  social  and  political  progress. 

NUISANCES   AFFECTING   PUBLIC   M0EAL8. 

Sec.  61.  As  has  previously  been  stated,  any  thing  that  is  offen- 
sive to  the  morals  of  society,  or  that  is  indecent,  is  a  public 
nuisance.  Therefore,  any  indecent  exposure  of  one's  person  in  a 
public  place,  in  the  presence  of  several  persons,  is  a  public  nui- 
sance, and  indictable  and  punishable  as  such  at  common  law.*  It 
is  a  nuisance  because  it  shocks  the  moral  sensibilities,  outrages 
decency,  and  is  offensive  to  those  feelings  of  chastity  that  people 
of  ordinary  respectability  entertain.  But  in  order  to  constitute 
the  offense,  the  exposure  must  be  in  a  public  place,  and  in  the 
presence  of  more  than  one  individual.  The  offense  is  committed 
even  if  done  under  the  pressure  of  necessity,  if  it  is  in  an 
improper  and  exposed  place."  There  has  been  some  conflict  of 
doctrine  upon  this  branch  of  the  law,  and  it  may  be  well  to 
notice  it  briefly,  so  that  there  may  be  no  opportunity  for  mistake- 
And  here  it  may  be  well  in  the  first  place  to  note  the  distinction 
between  the  statutory  offense  and  the  offense  at  common  law.  In 
most  of  the  States  there  is  an  express  statute  providing  that,  "  if 
any  person  shall  be  guilty  of  open  and  gross  lewdness,"  etc.,  they 
shall  be  punished,  etc.     This  statute  does  not  affect  or  take  away 

'  Boom  V.  The  City  of  Utica,  3  Barb.  ^  But  see  Miller  v.  People,  5  Barb, 
(N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.)  104.  (N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.)  203. 
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the  common-law  offense,  unless  in  express  terms  it  is  so  provided, 
therefore  where,  under  an  indictment  for  the  statutory  offense,  the 
act  is  not  so  open  and  gross  as  to  bring  the  party  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  statute,  the  respondent  may,  nevertheless,  be  con- 
victed of  the  common-law  offense,  if  the  act  charged  brings  him 
within  the  rule.' 

Sec.  62.  In  order  to  make  out  an  offense  under  the  statute,  the 
exposure  must  be  intentional,  or  so  open  and  gross  as  to  warrant 
a  presumption  of  criminal  intent ;  but  at  common  law  it  is  only 
necessary  that  the  act  be  committed  in  a  public  place,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  more  than  one  person,"  or  in  such  a  place  that  several 
persons  are  liable  to  witness  it.'  I  speak  of  this  here  so  that  there 
may  no  confusion  arise  in  the  examination  of  authorities,  where 
the  offense  is  laid  under  a  statute,  and  where  it  is  laid  at  common 
law. 

Sec.  63.  In  North  Carolina,  in  the  case  of  State  v.  Roper ^  1 
Dev.  &  Bat.  (N.  C.)  208,  it  was  held  that  in  order  to  constitute  the 
offense,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  act  should  be  actually  seen  by 
the  public ;  that  if  it  was  committed  in  such  a  public  place,  and 
under  such  circumstances,  as  to  render  it  probable  that  it  would 
be  seen,  whereby  there  was  danger  that  the  moral  sensibilities  of 
people  might  be  shocked,  that  the  offense  was  committed  within 
the  meaning  of  the  law." 

Sec.  64.  In  State  v.  Millard^  18  Yt.  574,  under  a  statute  pro- 
viding that,  if  any  person  shall  be  guilty  of  open  and  gross  lewd- 
ness," etc.,  it  was  held  that  where  a  man  was  guilty  of  indecently 
exposing  his  person  to  a  woman  whom  he  solicits  to  acts  of  sexual 
intercourse,  persisting  therein  in  spite  of  her  remonstrances,  he 

>  Knowles    v.     The    State,   3     Day  C.  326.     In  Regina  ■».  Elliott,  Leigh's 

(Conn.),  103  ;  State  «.  Rose,  32  Mo.  560  ;  Cas.  103,  the  respondents   committed 

1   Russ.   on   Crimes,    301 ;    Hawkins'  fornication  on  a  public  common  near 

P.  C,  ch.  5,  §  5;  4  Bl.  Com.  65  n.;  3  a  foot-path,   where   any   one   passing 

Burns'  Justice,  tit.  Lewdness ;  Rex  v.  along  could  see  them,  but  they  were 

Sedley,  1  Sid.  168  ;  Rex  v.  Crunden,  2  actually    seen    by    only    one    person. 

Camp.  89.  The   court   were   unable   to  agree  as 

'  State  ■».  Rose,  32   Mo.   560 ;   State  to  whether    this   was    an    indictable 

«.    Millard,    18    Vt.    574;    Regina    v.  nuisance,   and   the   respondents  were 

Orchard,  20  Eng,  Law  &  Eq.  598 ;  Re-  discharged   without  judgment   being 

gina  «.  Holmes,  20  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  passed. 
597  ;  Regina  v.  Thallmun,  1  Leigh  &        ^  Rex  'o.  Crunden,  2  Camp.  89. 
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was  guilty  of  the  offense,  and  "Williams,  Judge,  says  :  '•'  I  am 
not  satisfied  that  the  conduct  of  the  respondent  would  not  be 
indictable  at  common  law,  notwithstanding  the  intimation  to  the 
contrary  in  Fowler  v.  The  State,  5  Day's  Conn.  81 ;"  and  he  refers 
to  a  precedent  of  an  indictment  in  the  2d  of  Chitty,  41,  on  which 
one  Bennett  was  convicted,  which  would  have  been  sustained 
upon  the  same  evidence  as  that  given  in  the  case  under  considera- 
tion. In  Rex  V.  Crunden^  2  Campbell,  89,  it  was  proved  that  the 
defendant  undressed  himself  upon  the  beach  to  bathe  in  the  sea, 
near  inhabited  houses,  from  which  he  could  be  seen  ;  although 
the  houses  had  been  recently  erected,  and  previous  to  their  erec- 
tion the  place  had  been  commonly  used  as  a  bathing  place,  he 
was  convicted,  although  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  respond- 
ent was  actually  seen  by  any  of  the  occupants  of  the  house. 
So  in  the  case  of  The  Commonwealth  v.  Sharpless,  2  S.  &  R. 
(Penn.)  91,  it  was  held  that  the  exposure  of  an  obscene  print  need 
not  be  public  to  make  the  oflfense  indictable,  holding  "  that  an 
offense  may  be  indictable,  if,  in  its  nature,  and  by  its  example,  it 
tends  to  the  corruption  of  morals,  although  it  be  not  committed 
in -public." 

Sec.  65.  In  Rex  v.  Gallard,  W.  Kel.  163,  it  was  held,  that  in 
order  to  constitute  the  offense,  there  must  be  an  exposure  of  the 
private  members  of  the  body ;  that  it  is  no  offense  for  a  woman  to» 
go  through  the  public  streets  stripped  to  the  waist.  But  the  doc- 
trine of  this  case  may  fairly  be  questioned  as  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  that  underlie  the  doctrine  upon  which  this  class  of 
nuisances  are  predicated ;  that  is,  that  any  thing  offensive  to  the 
moral  sensibilities,  or  calculated  to  shock  the  ordinary  feelings  of 
chastity  or  decency  of  mankind,  is  a  nuisance.  It  is  true  the 
court  say  that  "nothing  appears  immodest  or  unlawful,"  but  the 
judgment  of  the  court  upon  the  latter  point  will  hardly  commend 
itself  to  the  tastes  of  the  people  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and 
Bishop,  in  vol.  1,  p.  1131  of  his  work  on  Criminal  Law,  in  com- 

>  In  Rex  v.  Webb,  3  Car.  &  K.  933,  it  M.  A.,  the  wife  of  B.,  and  other  the 
was  held,  that  whether  an  indictment  liege  subjects  there,"  is  good,  is  ques- 
which  charges  the  respondent  with  tionable  ;  but  if  it  appear  in  evidence 
having,  "  in  a  certain  public  place  that  the  exposure  was  in  the  presence 
within  a  certain  victualling  ale-house,  of  M.  A.,  the  wife  of  B.,  only,  a  con- 
indecently  exposed  his  person  to  one  viction  cannot  be  sustained. 
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mennni:  upon  this  case,  expresses  the  opinion  that  its  doctrine  is 
not  well  sustained  npon  principle. 

Sec.  66.  In  MiUer  \.  The  People,  5  Barb.  (X.  Y.  Snp.  Ct.)  203, 
it  vras  held,  that  in  order  to  make  out  the  offense,  the  evil  intent 
must  be  made  out  and  be  passed  upon  bv  the  jury.  This  is  true 
where  the  indictment  is  for  the  statutory  offense  of  open  and  gross 
lewdness,  but  it  is  not  true  as  appKed  to  the  comjnon-law  offense. 
If  a  person,  upon  a  principal  street  of  a  city,  where  people  are 
passing  at  all  times,  does  an  indecent  act,  whether  with  an  evil 
intent  or  under  the  pressure  of  an  actual  necessity,  the  offense  is 
committed,  and  he  is  as  much  subject  to  indictment  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other.  If  a  person  bathes  in  a  public  river,  within 
view  of  those  passing  along  a  highway,  or  within  sight  of  dwell- 
ing-houses that  are  actually  inhabited,  although  he  does  so  with 
no  improper  motive,  and  with  the  sole  view  of  making  himself 
clean,  yet  he  is  liable  to  indictment  and  punishment  as  for  a  com- 
mon nuisance ;  and  the  fact  that  he  has  so  far  violated  the  rules 
of  propriety  and  ordinary  decency,  as  to  expose  his  person  in  such 
a  pubKc  place,  is  sufficient  of  itself  to  raise  all  the  necessary  pre- 
sumption of  wrongful  intent.  In  the  case  of  Sex  v.  Sir  Charles 
Sedl-ey,  1  Sid.  16S,  the  defendant  was  indicted  for  showing  him- 
self naked  from  a  balconv  in  Convent  Grarden  to  a  large  mul- 
titude  of  people  there  assembled.  He  exposed  hmiself  thus  with 
no  evil  intent  or  purpose ;  yet  he  was  convicted  on  his  own  plea 
and  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  2,000  marks,  to  be  imprisoned  for 
one  week,  and  srive  sureties  for  his  future  good  behavior.  So  far 
as  the  nuisance  is  concerned,  it  is  not  a  question  of  intent  at  alL 
It  is  a  question  of  results.  If  one  does  an  act,  the  reasonable  and 
probable  consequences  of  which  wiU  be  to  shock  the  moral  sensi- 
bilities of  mankind,  and  offend  the  ordinary  proprieties  and 
decencies  of  society,  he  is  presumed  to  intend  all  the  conse- 
quences of  his  act,  and  he  has  committed  the  offense,  let  his 
intent  be  what  it  mav.  In  the  case  of  Sir  Charles  Sedlev,  he  was 
convicted,  even  when  in  fact  there  was  no  evil  intent ;  but  when 
\h&  act  was  done  because  of  his  idea  that  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so ; 
and  the  reason  whv  he  was  convicted  was,  because  the  act  was 
done  in  a  public  place,  to  the  common  scandal  of  society,  and  in 
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yard  with  no  clothing  on  except  their  shirts.  Thej  were  there  in 
that  plight  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  heat.  The  neighbor 
watched  them  and  made  complaint.  They  were  convicted  on 
trial  and  fined  $200  each,  but  the  supreme  court  set  the  verdict 
aside.  The  conviction  was  evidently  wrong,  because  the  expos- 
ure complained  of  was  not  in  a  public  place,  and  was  not  com- 
mitted under  such  circumstances  as  to  be  in  violation  of  public 
decency.  The  court  were  warranted  in  holding  that  an  evil 
intent  must  be  shown  in  order  to  constitute  the  offense,  when  not 
committed  in  a  public  place ;  but  when  the  act  is  committed  in  a 
public  place  it  is  Tnalum  m  se,  and  whether  the  intent  was  wrong- 
ful or  not,  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence,  and  no  authority  can 
be  found  that  so  holds.  The  offense  consists  in  doing  that  which 
is  in  violation  of  public  decency  and  offensive  to  morality  in  a 
public  place,  or  in  the  presence  of  divers  persons,  and  the  intent 
with  which  the  act  is  done,  has  no  influence  either  in  creating  or 
excusing  the  offense.  It  stands  precisely  upon  the  same  ground 
in  this  respect  with  any  other  nuisance.  If  the  act  is  accidental 
it  is  excusable,  otherwise  it  is  not.  In  the  English  cases  the 
offense  is  made  to  depend  upon  the  fact,  whether  the  act  is  done 
in  a  public  place  or  not.  In  Regina  v.  Holmes,  20  Eng.  Law  & 
Eq.  596,  it  is  said  that  "  an  exposure  in  a  private  place  or  for  the 
purpose  of  private  annoyance  is  not  an  offense  cognizable  at  com- 
mon law."  Martin,  B.,  says :  "  It  must  be  to  the  public  injury." 
The  same  doctrine  was  held  in  Rex  v.  Grunden,  2  Camp.  89, 
also  in  Regina  v.  Orchard,  3  Cox's  C.  C.  248.  In  this  case  the 
indctment  was  for  an  unlawful  exposure  in  Farrington  Market. 
It  was  an  inclosure  formed  of  Portland  stone,  with  divisions  or 
boxes  like  the  urinals  at  railway  stations.  It  was  open  to  the 
public  for  certain  lawful  purposes,  but  otherwise  inclosed.  There 
was  a  hole  in  the  stone  work  to  enable  persons  to  look  through 
and  watch  the  proceeding  inside.  It  was  held  by  all  the  court 
that  this  was  not  a  public  place  within  the  meaning  of  the  law 
for  the  purposes  of  indictment.  The  case  of  Regina  v.  Watson^ 
2  Cox's  C.  C.  376,  turned  upon  the  same  point.  The  defendant 
was  convicted  upon  an  indictment  charging  him  with  indecently 
exposing  his  person  in  a  certain  open  and  public  place  in  the 
presence  of  one  Lydia  Crickmore.     The  second  count  charged 
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him  with  the  same  offense  as  committed  in  the  presence  of  divers 
persons.  The  proof  showed  that  it  was  in  the  presence  of  Lydia 
Crickmore  alone.  He  was  convicted  on  the  first  count,  but  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  the  conviction  was  set  aside.  In  Regina  v.  Wehh, 
1  Den.  C.  0.  -538,  the  exposure  was  to  one  person  in  a  public 
house,  and  this  was  held  not  a  public  place  within  the  rule.  In 
State  V.  Ropei\  1  Dev.  &  Bat.  C.  C.  208,  it  was  held  that  an  indict- 
ment charging  an  indecent  and  scandalous  exposure  to  public 
view  in  a  public  place,  is  sufficient,  even  though  it  is  not  alleged 
that  it  was  in  the  presence  of  any  person.  So  in  Grisham  v. 
The  State,  2  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  589,  it  was  held  that  it  need  not  be 
alleged  that  the  act  was  committed  in  the  public  streets,  or  under 
the  immediate  view  of  divers  persons.  In  Britain  v.  The  State, 
3  Humph.  (Tenn.)  203,  it  was  held  that  where  a  master  permitted 
his  slave  to  pass  in  the  public  streets  indecently  naked  he  was  lia- 
ble as  for  a  public  nuisance,  and  in  Nolin  v.  The  Mayor,  4  Yerg. 
(Tenn.)  163,  it  was  held  a  public  nuisance  to  exhibit  a  stud  horse 
in  the  streets  of  a  town,  and  the  same  has  been  held  in  other 
States.  So,  too,  it  is  equally  a  nuisance  to  expose  the  persons  of 
others  publicly,  or  to  exhibit  any  monstrosity.' 

Sec.  68.  It  is  an  offense  at  common  law  for  a  man  and  woman 
to  live  together  in  adulterous  intercourse,  and  persons  thus  offend- 
ing may  be  indicted  as  for  a  common  nuisance,  on  account  of  the 
open  and  notorious  lewdness  of  the  act."  But  adultery  or  forni- 
cation, committed  in  a  private  manner,  are  not  punishable  crimin- 
ally at  common  law.  Such  acts  must  be  so  open  as  to  be  a  public 
scandal  to  be  a  nuisance.  It  is  held  that  in  order  to  excuse  the 
offense  it  is  not  competent  for  the  parties  to  prove  that  they  have 
verbally  contracted  marriage  and  live  together  as  husband  and 
wife  in  pursuance  thereof.'     But  if  the  indictment  is  for  the  com- 

»  Britain   ».   The   State,   3    Humph.  Iredell  (N.   C),  378;    State  v.  Potet, 

(Tenn.)  203  ;  State  «.  Roper,  1  Dev.  &  8  Iredell  (X.  C),  23;  Anderson  c.  Com- 

Bat.  (N.  C.)  208  ;  State  «.  Rose,  32  Mo.  mon wealth,  5  Rand.    (Va.)  627;   Gri- 

560;  Miller  «.  People,  o  Barb.  (N.  T.  sham  v.  State,  2  Yerg.   (Tenn.)  589; 

S.  C.)  203.  Res  ».  Johnson,  Comb,  377  ;  Clayton's 

2  Hawkins'  P.  C.  (vol.  105),  §  4 ;  State  Case,  12  Mod.  566  ;  State  v.  Coyle,  3 

V.  Moore,  1   Swan  (Tenn.),  136  ;  State  Humph.  (Tenn.)  414;  Rex  ».  Talbot,  11 

V.  Bailev,  2  Humph.  (Tenn.)  414;  State  Mod.  415. 

«.   Gooch,  7  Blackf.  (Ind.)  468;  Dam-  ^  Grisham  «.  State,  2  Terg.  (Tenn.) 

ron   •».    State,  8  Mo.  494;  Lawson  -y.  589. 
State,  20  Ala.    65;    State  «.   Fore,  1 
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mon-law  ofiense,  it  would  seem  that  this  would  be  regarded  as  a 
defense,  where  the  parties  are  competent  to  contract  marriage,  for 
at  common  law  such  cohabitation  would  create  the  relation  of 
husband  and  wife.  But  this  could  not  be  held  where  the  par- 
ties, or  either  of  them,  are  incompetent  to  marry.  However, 
these  offenses  are  regulated  by  legislation,  and  resort  to  an  indict- 
ment for  the  common-law  offense  will  seldom  be  had. 

Sec.  69.  So,  too,  all  obscene  pictures,  prints,  books  or  devices 
are  common  nuisances,  and  any  person  having  them  in  his  or  her 
possession  for  the  purposes  of  exhibition  or  sale  may  be  indicted 
therefor  at  common  law,  because  they  are  clearly  in  derogation  of 
public  morals  and  common  decency.' 

ACTS   AFFECTING   HEALTH. 

Sec.  70.  It  is  a  public  nuisance,  for  a  person  afflicted  with  an 
infectious  or  contagious  disease,  to  expose  himself  in  a  public 
place,  whereby  the  health  of  others  is  jeopardized.'  So,  too,  it  is 
an  offense  of  the  same  character  for  a  person  to  expose  one 
afflicted  with  such  a  disease  in  a  public  place.*  So,  too,  a  hospital 
for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  patients  with  contagious  dis- 
eases, established  in  a  public  place,  is  a  public  nuisance,  and 
indictable  as  such.*  So  a  depot  for  the  landing  of  emigrants  in  a 
public  place,  near  to  places  of  business  or  private  residences,  is  a 
public  nuisance.'  So,  too,  it  is  a  public  nuisance  for  a  person  to 
take  a  horse  afflicted  with  glanders  or  other  infectious  diseases 
into  a  public  place,  particularly  to  water  it  at  a  public  watering 
place.*  But  a  person  sick  in  his  own  house,  or  in  a  room  in  a 
hotel,  is  not  a  nuisance."  Nor  is  it  a  nuisance  for  a  person  to  use 
his  own  premises  for  a  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  horses  or 
cattle  affected  with  contagious  diseases,  or  to  pasture  sheep  upon 
his  own  premises  affected  with  foot  rot.*     But  it  would  be  an 

'  Commonwealth  v.  Holmes,  17  Mass.  ^  Brower  v.  New  York,  3  Barb.  (N. 

336  ;  Commonwealth  v.  Sharpless,  2  S.  Y.)  234. 

&  R.  (Penn.)  91.  *  Mills  v.  Railroad  Co., 2  Rob.(N.-Y.) 

«  ilex  v.  Vantadillo,  4  M.  &  S.  73.  326  ;  Barnum  v.  Van  Dusen,  16  Conn. 

»  Rex  V.  Burnett,  4  M.  &  S.  472  ;  Rex  200  (sheep  afflicted  with  foot  rot). 

v.  Sutton,  4  Burr.   2116;  1  Russ.  on  '  Mills -y.  Railroad  Co.,  2  Rob.  (N   Y. 

Crimes,  113.  Sup.  Ct.)  326. 

*  Rex  V.  Vantadillo,  4  M.  &  S.  73 ;  » Fisher «.  Clark,  41  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup. 

Wolcott  1).  Mellick,  3  Stockt.  (N.  J.)  a.)  329. 
309. 
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indictable  offense  for  a  person  to  take  sheep  affected  with  foot  rot 
to  a  public  fair  or  other  public  place  where  the  disease  would  be 
likely  to  be  communicated,  to  the  sheep  of  many  persons. 

Seo.  71.  So  it  is  a  public  nuisance  for  a  person  to  sell  diseased 
or  corrupted  meat,  or  unwholesome  or  adulterated  foods  or  drinks 
of  any  kind  deleterious  to  health.'  In  order  to  constitute  the 
offense,  the  meat,  food,  or  drink  must  be  of  such  a  noxious, 
unwholesome  and  deleterious  quality  as  to  be  injurious  to  health 
if  eaten."  But  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  set 
forth  in  the  indictment  that  the  articles  were  sold  to  be  eaten.' 
In  order  to  make  out  the  offense  it  is  necessary  to  show  that 
the  person  knew  that  the  provisions  were  diseased  or  adulterated, 
although  the  taint  or  adulteration  is  imperceptible  to  the  senses, 
and  produces  no  perceptible  injury  to  the  health  of  those  con- 
suming it.*  Knowledge  of  the  diseased  condition  of  meat,  or  of 
the  noxious  and  unwholesome  quality  of  food,  may  be  inferred 
from  circumstances. 

Thus  in  Goodrich  v.  PeopU,  5  E.  D.  Smith  (N.  T.),  549, 
it  was  held  that  the  jury  might  infer  guilty  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  the  respondent,  from  the  fact  that  he  knew  that  the 
abscess  or  the  sore  in  the  head  of  the  cow  (for  the  selling  of  the 
meat  of  which  he  was  indicted)  had  existed  and  been  increasing 
several  months,  and  that  he  was  liable,  even  though  the  taint  was 
imperceptible  to  the  senses,  and  produced  no  apparently  injurious 
consequences  to  those  who  ate  it.  In  Rex  v.  Dixon,  3  Maule  & 
Selwyn,  11,  the  respondent  was  convicted  on  an  indictment  for 
selling  bread  in  which  alum  was  mixed,  and  it  was  held  that  he 
was  chargeable,  even  though  the  bread  was  mixed  by  his  servants, 
as  it  would  be  presumed  that  the  adulteration  was  made  with  his 
knowledge  and  by  his  directions. 

Sec.  72.  A   public  exhibition  of   any  kind  that  tends  to  the 
corruption  of  morals,  to  a  disturbance  of  the  peace,  or  of  the 

'  State  V.  Smith,  3  Hawks.  376  ;  State  *  State  v.  Norton,  2   Iredell  (N.  C), 

V.  Norton,  2  Iredell  (N.  C),  40  ;  Good-  40 ;  State  v.  Smith,  3  Hawkins  (N.  C), 

rich  ■».  People,  2  Parker's   Grim  Eep.  378. 

(N.  Y.)  622 ;  Goodrich  v.  People,  5  E.  »  Goodrich    'o.    People,  8    Parker's 

P.  Smith  (N.  Y.),  549  ;  Rex  v.  Dixon,  3  Crim.  Rep.  (N.  Y.)  622. 

M.  «&  S.  11  ;  Daly  v.  Webb,  4  Irish  R.  *  Goodrich  -».  People,  5  E.  D.  Smith 

(C.  L.)  309.  (N.  Y.  C.  P.),  549. 
10 
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general  good  order  and  welfare  of  society,  is  a  public  nuisance.* 
Under  this  head  are  included  all  puppet  shows,  legerdemain,  ob- 
scene pictures,  and  any  and  all  exhibitions,  the  natural  tendency 
of  which  is  to  pander  to  vicious  tastes,  and  to  draw  together  the 
vicious  and  disorderly  members  of  society.^ 

COMBUSTIBLE   ARTICLES. 

Sec.  73.  The  keeping  of  gunpowder,  nitro-glycerine,  or  any 
other  combustible  or  dangerous  material  in  a  public  place,  or  a 
public  street,  or  on  a  highway  over  which  people  have  a  lawful 
right  to  pass,  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  indictable  and  punishable 
as  such.'  In  the  case  of  People  v.  Sands,  1  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  78,  it 
was  held,  that  the  keeping  of  gunpowder  in  large  quantities  in  a 
public  place  did  not  constitute  an  indictable  offense,  unless  it  was 
negligently  kept ;  but  this  does  not  appear  to  be  the  doctrine  of 
the  more  recent  cases.  In  Weir'  v.  Kirk  (decided  October,  1873), 
Shaeswood,  J.,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  court,  referred 
to  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  Rhodes  v,  Dunhar,  7  P.  F,  Smith 
(57  Penn.  St.),  274,  and  adopted^dts  language  and  doctrine  as  the 
doctrine  of  this  case.  "  These  observations  give  no  just  ground 
for  the  inference  that  a  '•powder  magazine^  or  depot  of '  nitro- 
glycerine,'' or  other  like  explosive  materials,  might  not  possibly 
be  enjoined,  even  if  not  prohibited,  as  they  usually  are,  by  ordi- 
nance or  law.  It  is  not  alone  on  the  ground  of  their  liability  to 
lire,  primarily  or  even  secondarily,  that  they  may  possibly  be 
dealt  with  as  nuisances,  but  on  account  of  their  liability  to  ex- 
plosion by  contact  with  the  smallest  spark  of  fire,  and  the  utter 
impossibility  to  guard  against  the  consequences  or  set  bounds 

'  Rex  v.  Bradford,  Comb.  304  ;  Hall's  East,  193  ;  Trueman  v.  Casks  of  Gun- 
Case,  1  Ventris,  169 ;  Knowles  v.  The  powder,  Thaclier's  Crim.  Cases,  14 ; 
State,  3  Day  (Conn.),  103  ;  Jacko  «.  The  Anonymous,  13  Mod.  R.  343;  Rex  v. 
State,  23  Ala.  73  ;  Pike  v.  Common-  Taylor,  3  Stra.  1167  ;  Biggs  v.  Mitchell, 
wealth,  3  Duvall  (Ky.),   89.  31  L.  J.  M.  C.  163 ;  Weir  v.  Kirk  (Penn.), 

2  Thurber  v.  Sharp,  13  Barb.  (N.  Y.  reported  in  Law  Times  (N.  S.),  No.  1 ; 

Sup.  Ct.)  627;   Rex  v.  Carlisle,  6  C.  &  Rhodes  «.  Dunbar,7  P.  P.  Smith  (Penn.), 

P.  636  ;  Walker  -y.  Brewster,  Law  Rep.,  374.     In  Hepburn  v.  Lordon,  3  Hem.  & 

5  Eq.  38 ;   Willis  v.  Warren,  1  Hilt.  Mill.  Ch.  345,  the  defendant  was"  re- 

(N.  Y.  C.  P.)  590.  strained  from  storing  or  keeping  damp 

*  Malcolm  v.  Myers,  6  Hill  (N.  Y.),  jute,  a  highly  combustible  article,  on 

293  ;  Fillo  v.  Jones,  3  Abb.  (N.  Y.)  121;  his  premises,  near  the  premises  of  the 

Bradley  v.  People,  56  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  73  ;  plaintiff.     Regina  t>.  Lister,  3  Jurist, 

Cheatham  v.  Shearon,  1  Swan.  (Tenn.)  570 ;  Crowder  v.  Tinkler,  19  Ves.  .Jr. 

213;    Williams  v.   East   India  Co.,  3  617. 
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to  the  injury,  which,  being  instantaneous,  extends  alike  to  prop- 
erty and  persons  within  its  reach.  The  destructiveness  of  these 
agents  results  from  the  ii'repressible  gases,  once  set  in  motion,  in- 
finitely more  than  from  fires  which  might  ensue  as  a  consequence. 
Persons  and  property  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  burning  building, 
let  it  burn  ever  so  fiercely,  in  most  cases  have  a  chance  of  escap- 
ing injury.  Not  so  when  explosive  forces  instantly  prostrate 
every  thing  near  them,  as  in  the  instances  of  powder,  nitro-glycer- 
ine,  and  other  chemicals  of  an  explosive  or  instantly  inflammable 
nature."  And  in  this  case  (  Weir  v.  Kirk),  the  erection  of  a 
powder  magazine,  intended  for  the  reception  of  large  quantities 
of  powder,  on  the  line  of  a  public  highway  over  a  half  mile  dis- 
tant from  the  plaintiffs  residence,  was  enjoined.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  fact  of  negligent  keeping  is  not  regarded  as  an  ele- 
ment. The  fact  of  its  presence  in  a  locality  where  it  may  result 
disastrously  is  sufficient. 

Sec.  74.  Any  thing  that  creates  unnecessary  alarm  or  anxiety 
in  the  public  mind,  such  as  the  publication  of  false  reports  of  an 
intended  invasion,  or  of  the  reported  presence  in  a  community  of 
a  child-stealer,  which  is  calculated  to  disturb  the  public  mind  and 
create  false  terror  or  anxiety,  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  was  so  held 
in  Commonwealth  v.  Cassidy,  6  Phila.  E,.  (Penn.)  82.  In  that 
case  a  false  hand-bill  was  circulated,  cautioning  the  public  to  look 
out  for  a  child-stealer,  who  was  represented  to  be  a  black  woman, 
and  then  in  the  city,  and  fully  descnbing  her.  The  statement 
was  wholly  false,  but  naturally  created  great  alarm  in  the  city. 
The  person  circulating  the  bills  was  indicted  therefor  as  for  a 
public  nuisance,  and  the  court  held  that  the  indictment  would 
He,  "  that  mental  anxiety,  induced  from  any  cause,  is  a  fruitful 
source  of  bodily  disease,  as  well  as  of  death  itself,  and  any  false 
publication,  calculated  unnecessarily  to  excite  it,  is  a  pubKc  nui- 
sance." 

Sec.  75.  There  are,  in  addition  to  the  matters  previously  named 
in  this  chapter,  a  multitude  of  uses  of  property  that  are  indict- 
able as  public  nuisances ;  but,  as  these  matters  will  be  specifically 
treated  in  other  chapters  of  this  work,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to 
treat  of  them  in  extenso  here.     All  obstructions  of  a  highway,  or 
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encroachments  thereon,*  as  well  as  all  obstructions  of  navigable 
streams,  or  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the  public  therein,' 
are  indictable  offenses.  For  particular  instances,  see  chapters  on 
Highways  and  on  Navigable  Rivers.  Any  use  of  property  in  a 
public  place,  which  endangers  the  safety  of  the  people,  as  tlie 
keeping  of  gunpowder,  nitro-glycerine  or  any  explosive  material ; 
or  the  keeping  of  dangerous  and  ferocious  animals ; '  or  the  health 
or  comfort  of  the  people,  as  the  carrying  on  of  noxious  or  offen- 
sive trades  in  public  places  or  on  public  thoroughfares ;  *  or  the 
penning  back  of  the  water  of  a  stream,  so  as  to  render  it  stagnant 
or  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  neighborhood ;  *  or  the  taking 
of  horses  affected  with  the  glanders,  or  other  contagious  diseases, 
into  public  places ;  *  the  making  of  loud  noises  with  instruments 
or  otherwise  in  the  night-time,  to  the  disturbance  of  a  neighbor- 
hood;^ the  placing  of  any  thing  near  a  highway  calculated  to 
frighten  horses;*  to  erect  pig-styes  and  keep  hogs  therein  in 
a  public  place ;°  or  the  carrying  on  of  the  business  of  slaugh- 
tering animals  in  a  public  place  or  near  a  public  highway." 
Indeed  it  may  be  stated  as  a  general  proposition  that  any  use 
of  property  that  produces  a  nuisance  to  an  individual,  may  be 
the  subject  of  indictment,  if  it  is  also  in  any  wise  injurious  to 
the  public.  In  order  to  constitute  a  public  nuisance,  the  injuri- 
ous results  to  the  public  must  always  be  of  such  a  character  and 
extent,  that,  if  affecting  the  rights  of  an  individual  only,  they 
would  form  the  basis  of  a  private  action.     The  only  distinction 

'  Eegina    v.    Un.    King.    Telegraph,  and  permitting  them  to  run  at  large, 

Co.,  31  Law  J.  (M.  C.)  167;   Turner  ■«.  Anowmg' their  ferocious  propensities,  is 

Ringwood   Highway   Board,   L.  R.,  9  an  indictable  oflFense.   4  Burns'  Justice, 

Eq.  Gas.  418  ;  Rex  -b.  Wright,  3  B.  &  Ad.  578  ;  Roscoe's  Grim.  Ev.  745 ;  Kelly  «. 

683.  Tilton,  8  Keyes  (N.  Y.),  263. 

2  Rex  «.  Russell,  6  B.  &  G.  572 ;  The  *  Rex  «.  Pappineau,  1  Stra.  686 ;  Rex 
People  «.  Vanderbilt,  26  N.  Y.  287.  v.  Niel,  2  G.  &  P.  483  ;  Rex  v.  White,  1 

3  The  People  u  Sands,  1  Johns.  74 ;  Burr.  333 ;  Rex  v.  Wigg,  2  Ld.  Raym. 
Rex  ■».  Taylor,  2  Stra.  1167 ;   Biggs  v.  1163. 

Mitchell,  31  Law  J.  (M.  C.)  163.     In  2        ^  Munaon  ■«.  The  People,  5  Parker's 

Rolle's  Abr.  139,  PI.  3,  it  is  said  that  Grim.  R.  (N.  Y.)  16 ;  Commonwealth  «. 

the  overcrowding  of  houses  with  poor  Webb,  6  Rand.  (Va.)  726. 

people  in  time  of  infection  of  plague,        *  Regina  «.  Henson,  1  Dearl,  (C.  C.) 

and  thereby  endangering  the  health  of  24. 

a  neighborhood,  is  an  indictable  offense,        '  Rex  «.  Higginson,  2  Burr.  1233. 

and  this  principle  has  been  recognized        *  Judd  v.  Fargo,  107  Mass.  294. 

by  numerous   cases   in   this   country.        '  Rex  v.  Wigg,  3  Ld.  Raym.  1163. 

See  Meeker-B.Van  Rensselaer,  15  Wend.        '"  Taylor  «.  The  People,  6  Parker's 

(N.  Y.)  377 ;  State  ■«.  Purse,  4  McGord,  Crim.  Law  (N.  Y.),  347. 

472.   The  keeping  of  ferocious  animals, 
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between  a  public  and  private  nuisance  arises  from  the  diflfereuce 
in  effect.  In  the  one  case,  it  is  confined  to  a  single  individual  or 
to  an  injury  to  individual  rights,  while  in  the  other,  it  affects  the 
rights  of  individuals  only  &.s  members  of  the  public/  It  is  not 
80  much  a  question  whether  a  large  number  of  persons  happened 
to  be  annoyed  by  the  act,  as,  whether  the  act  itself  was  such,  and 
in  such  a  place  as  that  the  natural  effect  thereof  would  be  to 
annoy  or  offend  all  who  came  within  its  sphere."  In  the  case 
of  State  v.  Baldwin^  1  Dev.  &  Batt.  (N.  C),  195,  it  is  not  quite 
easy  to  understand  the  position  of  the  court,  and  it  is  quite  evi- 
dent that  it  had  no  clear  or  definite  notion  of  the  principles 
controlling  this  class  of  wrongs.  In  that  case  a  large  number  of 
individuals  assembled  in  a  public  place,  and  profanely  and 
with  loud  voices,  cursed,  swore  and  quarreled  in  the  hearing  of 
divers  persons,  and  by  their  boisterous  and  offensive  conduct 
caused  a  singing  school  in  the  vicinity  to  be  broken  up,  but  the 
court  held  that  this  did  not  constitute  a  public  nuisance.  The 
court  say :  "  In  order  to  make  an  act  indictable  as  a  nuisance,  it 
should  be  an  offense  so  inconvenient  and  troublesome  as  to  annoy 
the  whole  community."  The  utter  absurdity  of  this  position  is 
evident.  Carrying  out  the  principle  to  its  legitimate  sequences, 
there  never  could  be  an  indictment  sustained  for  such  offenses, 
except  in  small  communities.  An  obstruction  of  a  highway 
would  not  be  indictable  unless  every  member  of  the  community 
was  annoyed  thereby  ;  the  obstruction  of  a  navigable  stream  could 
never  be  an  indictable  offense  unless  every  person  turned  sailor 
and  ran  his  boat  in  the  vicinity  of  the  obstruction  so  as  to  be 
subjected  to  its  annoyance.  The  exposure  of  a  person  infected 
with  a  contagions  disease  in  a  public  place,  would  be  no  offense, 
unless  the  whole  community  came  in  contact  with  him,  and  so 
with  the  whole  catalogue  of  offenses  of  this  character.  The  rule 
is,  not  that  a  whole  community  must  be  offended  by  the  act  or 
thing,  but  that  the  act  or  thing  must  be  of  such  a  character,  and 
in  such  a  place,  as  is  calculated  to  make  it  offensive  to  all  persons 
of  ordinary  sensibilities,  who,  in  the  exercise  of  a  legal  right,  come 
in  contact  with  it.  *     Indecent  language  in  a  public  place,  or 

»  Soltau  V.  De  Held,  3  Sim.  (N.  S.)        «  Soltau  v.  De  Held,  id. 
133  ;  9  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  104.  »  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  15. 
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profane  cursing  and  swearing  in  a  loud  voice  and  boisterous 
manner,  are  offenses  calculated  to  shock  the  moral  sensibilities  of 
every  person  who  is  fit  to  be  regarded  as  a  member  of  any  com- 
munity, and  come  clearly  within  the  idea  of  a  public  nuisance. 
The  erection  of  a  slaughter-house  upon  a  public  highway,  but 
so  far  removed  from  human  habitations  as  to  produce  no  annoy- 
ance to  them,  is  nevertheless  a  public  nuisance  if  the  smells  issu- 
ing therefrom  are  offensive  to  those  who  pass  upon  the  highway, 
though  the  members  of  the  community  are  benefited,  and  in  no 
measure  offended  thereby/  In  Reo^  v.  Niel^  2  C.  &  P.  483,  the 
defendant  was  indicted  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  varnish 
maker  near  a  highway,  which  proved  to  be  offensive  to  those  pass- 
ing thereon.  Lord  Abbott,  in  submitting  the  case  to  the  jury, 
said :  "  The  only  question  for  you  to  determine  is,  is  the  business 
as  carried  on  by  the  defendant,  productive  of  smells  offensive  to 
persons  passing  along  the  public  highway."  And  the  rule  thus 
laid  down  is  in  accordance  with  the  settled  doctrine  of  the  courts. 
The  test  is,  not  whether  a  whole  community  is  annoyed  by  the 
act  or  thing,  but  is  it  in  a  public  place,  and  of  such  a  character 
as  is  likely  to  be  offensive  and  an  annoyance  to  those  who  come 
within  its  sphere.' 

Seo.  76.  In  order  to  render  a  person  liable  for  a  public  nui- 
sance, by  carrying  on  a  noxious  trade,  or  maintaining  any  thing  that 
produces  noxious  smells,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  smells  should 
be  injurious  to  health.  It  is  sufficient  if  they  are  of  such  an 
offensive  character  as  to  be  materially  offensive  to  the  senses,  and 
such  as  impair  the  physical  comfort  of  those  who  come  within 
their  sphere.' 

AGAINST   WHOM   AN    INDICTMENT   WILL    LIE. 

Sec.  77.  The  person  erecting,  as  well  as  the  person  maintain- 
ing a  pubic  nuisance,  are  liable  to  indictment  therefor,  jointly  or 
jidividually,  at  the  election  of  the  prosecuting  officer.*  A  land- 
lord who  rents  premises  for  a  purpose  which  in  the  very  nature 

'  Taylor  t).  The  People,  6  Parker's  (N.  T.)  576 ;  Rex  ■».  Wliite,  1  Burr.  333; 

Crim.  Law  (N.  T.),  347.  Brady  v.  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.) 

«  Soltau  V.  De  Held,  9  Eng.  Law  &  157 ;  Walter  -o.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Bq. 

Eq.  104.  15. 

2  Catlin  '0.  Valentine,  9  Paige's  Ch.  *  Pendrudock's  Case,  5  Coke,  100. 
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of  things  would  become  a  public  nuisance,  is  equally  liable  with 
the  tenant,  to  indictment  therefor.  So  too  when  one  erects  a 
nuisance,  and  lets  the  premises  to  another,  with  the  nuisance  still 
existing,  he  is  liable  to  indictment,  precisely  the  same  as  though 
he  had  not  demised  the  premises,'  and  even  though  he  cannot 
lawfully  enter  to  abate  it."  Where  a  tenant  goes  into  the  posses- 
sion of  premises  knowing  that  a  nuisance  exists  thereon,  and  main- 
tains it,  he  is  liable  to  indictment  therefor.  But  in  order  to  render 
him  liable  he  must  maintain  the  nuisance  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word.  That  is,  he  must  be  so  situated  in  reference  thereto,  and 
must  so  conduct  himself,  that  he  would  be  liable  to  a  civil  action 
for  individual  damages  resulting  therefrom.  In  order  to  charge 
the  tenant  he  must  be  aware  of  its  existence  and  promote  or  con- 
tinue the  nuisance  after  he  comes  into  possession.*  A  landlord 
who  lets  premises  for  a  particular  purpose,  which  may  or  may 
not  become  a  nuisance,  according  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
tenant  conducts  the  business,  is  not  liable  either  to  an  action  or 
to  indictment  therefor,  unless  he  had  reasonable  grounds  to 
believe  that  the  nuisance  would  be  created  from  such  use.* 
Neither  is  the  landlord  liable  for  a  nuisance  created  by  the  tenant, 
when  the  nuisance  arises  from  a  use  of  the  premises  which  was 
not  contemplated  by  the  lease.*     But  if  a  tenant  creates  a  nui- 

*  Roswell  «.  Prior,  12  Mod.  639.     In  Hoane  d.  Dickenson,  2  Ld.  Raym.  1568; 

this  case,  Lord  Holt  says  :    "  It  is  a  Lord  Egremont  v.  Pulman,  M.  &  M. 

fundamental  principle  in  law  and  rea-  404 ;  Brown  «.  Russell,  L.  R.  (3  Q.  B.) 

son,  that  he  who  does  the  first  wrong  251.    See  authorities  cited  on  this  point 

shall  answer  for  all  consequential  dam-  in  chapter  on  Private  Nuisances, 

ages;  and  here  the  original  erection  •*  Fish  ®.  Dodge,  4  Denio  (N.  Y.),  311; 

does  not  influence  the  continuance,  and  Pickard  v.  Collins,  23  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup. 

it  remains  a  continuance  from  the  very  Ct.)  444;  Rich  v.  Basterfield,  4  C.  B.  805 ; 

erection,  and  by  the  erection  until  it  Brown  v.  Russell,  L.  R.  (3  Q.  B.)  251. 

be  abated."     Leslie  v.  Pound,  4  Taunt.  ^  Rich  v.  Basterfield,  4  C.  B.  805.    In 

649  :  Bishop  «.  Trustees,  etc.,  28  L.  J.  this  case  the  landlord  erected  a  coffee- 

(Q.  B.)  215.  house,  with  a  low  chimney  under  the 

"  Thompson  v.  Gibson,  7  M.  &  W.  plaintiff's  windows,  and  let  it.     The 

(Exch.)  455.     In  this  case,  Parke,  B.,  tenant  lighted  a  fire  in  the  chimney 

lays  down  the  rule  thus :  "  It  is  said  and  created  a  great  smoke,  which  was 

that  the  defendants  cannot  now  remove  a  nuisance  to  the  plaintiff's  house.     It 

the  nuisance  without  being  guilty  of  a  was  held,  that  the  landlord  was  not 

trespass,  and  that  it  would  be  hard  to  liable  as  if  the  tenant  had  used  coke 

make  them  liable  ;  but  that  is  a  conse-  or  charcoal  in  the  chimney,  or  had  ab- 

quence  of  their  own  original  wrong,  stained  from  the  use  of  the  chimney 

and  they  cannot  be  excused  by  show-  when  the  wind  blew  in  the  direction 

ing  their  inability  to  remove  it."   This  of  the  plaintiflF's  house,  the  nuisance 

is  the  universal  rule.  would  not  have  been  created,  and  that 

^  People  V.  Erwin,  4  Denio  (N.  Y.),  the  presumptions  were  all  in  favor  of 

129;  Tenant  v.  Gold  win,  1  Salk.  21 ;  the  landlord. 
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sance  before  the  expiration  of  his  term,  and  the  landlord  renews 
the  lease  knowing  of  the  existence  of  the  nuisance,  he  becomes 
liable  to  the  same  extent  thereafter  as  though  he  had  erected  the 
nuisance  himself/  A  person  who  erects  a  structure  that  is  a 
nuisance,  and  then  parts  with  his  title  to  the  premises,  and  cove- 
nants with  his  grantee  for  quiet  enjoyment  and  a  right  to  maintain 
the  erection,  is  liable  both  civilly  and  criminally  for  its  continuance, 
upon  the  ground  that  by  his  relations  with  the  occupier  he  affirms 
the  nuisance,  and  he  is  regarded  in  law  as  continuing  it.  But 
when  such  an  erection  is  made  by  the  owner  of  the  fee,  and  he 
parts  with  the  title  and  possession,  he  is  liable  for  erecting  and 
upholding  the  nuisance,  during  the  period  he  held  the  title,  but 
he  is  not  liable  for  a  continuance  of  the  nuisance,  unless  from  the 
terms  of  his  conveyance,  he  can  fairly  be  said  to  affirm  and  uphold 
it,  and  action  or  indictment  must  be  brought  within  the  period 
designated  by  the  statute  of  limitations.'  The  person  in  posses- 
sion who  continues  the  nuisance,  or  upholds  it,  is  always  liable 
therefor,  but  in  order  to  fix  his  liability  he  must  have  done  some 
act  to  continue  it.  If  one  diverts  water  from  the  land  of  another 
and  turns  it  upon  his  own,  his  heir  is  not  liable  merely  for  using 
the  water  so  diverted,  if  he  has  done  no  act  to  continue  the 
nuisance.^  The  ground  upon  which  the  alienor  is  held  liable  for 
a  nuisance  erected  by  him,  is  that  he  is  the  author  of  the  original 
wrong,  and  transferring  the  premises  with  the  original  wrong 
still  existing,  is  treated  as  affirming  the  continuance  of  it.  The 
indictment  can  be  sustained  against  either  or  both  of  them. 
But  in  order  to  make  the  alienee  liable  for  a  continuance  of 
the  nuisance  he  must  have  done  some  act  to  uphold  the  original 
wrong.  This  may  be  established  by  proof  of  user,  either  by 
himself  or  by  others  by  his  permission,  or  that  he  has  let  the  prem- 
ises and  receives  rent  therefor.*  In  all  cases  where  it  is  sought 
to  fix  the  liability  of  the  tenant  or  alienee  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  nuisance  existing  when  he  went  into  possession,  except 
where  he  has  actually  used  the  nuisance,  or  done  some  act  that 

•  The  People  v.  Townsend,  3  Hill        ^  Hughes  t>.  Murry,  3  Har.  &  McHen. 
(N.  T.),  479  ;  Vedder  ®.  Vedder,  1  Denio    441. 

(N.  Y.),  257.  •*  Wheaton's  Selwyn,  vol.  2,  p.  356  ; 

*  Waggoner    v.  Jermaine,  3  Denio    Cro.  Jac.  373. 
(N.  T.),  306. 
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amounts  to  a  continuance  of  it,  he  should  be  notified  to  abate  it, 
and  if,  after  the  lapse  of  a  reasonable  time  thereafter,  he  fails  to 
abate  it,  he  is  liable  for  its  continuance.*  A  corporation  is  liable 
for  a  nuisance  created  by  its  servants  or  agents,  even  though  the 
officers  thereof  had  no  knowledge  of  its  creation,  and  even  though 
tne  nuisance  arose  from  the  doing  of  an  act  in  a  manner  different 
from  that  in  which  it  had  been  directed  to  be  done."  So  too  a 
master  is  liable  to  indictment  for  a  public  nuisance  created  bj  his 
servant  while  in  the  course  of  his  employment,  but  the  act  by 
which  the  nuisance  was  created  must  have  been  done  strictly 
within  the  course  of  his  employment,  and  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  pertaining  thereto,  and  must  be  of  such  a  character 
as  to  be  fairly  deemed  to  be  in  execution  of  his  master's  will,  for, 
when  a  servant,  even  in  the  course  of  his  employment,  so  far 
ignores  his  master's  will  as  to  set  up  and  execute  his  own,  wan- 
tonly and  maliciously,  he  cannot  be  treated  as  doing  his  master's 
will,  and  the  master  will  not  be  liable  therefor.  But  when  an 
act  within  the  scope  of  his  employment  is  done  by  a  servant  in 
disobedience  of  his  master's  orders,  or  contrary  thereto,  the  mas- 
ter will  be  liable  therefor  if  the  servant  merely  acted  injudi- 
ciously, and  not  wantonly  or  maliciously.'  So  too  when  one  em- 
ploys another  to  perform  a  certain  kind  of  work  under  a  contract, 
if  the  nature  of  the  work  is  such  as  necessarily  will  create  a  nui- 
sance, the  employer  is  liable  therefor,  both  civilly  and  criminally, 
but  when  the  nuisance  is  not  a  necessary  incident  of  the  work  to 
be  done,  but  results  from  the  improper  execution  of  it,  the  con- 
tractor alone  is  liable.*  It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that 
whenever  a  nuisance  is  created  by  a  servant,  agent  or  other  per- 
son, for  which  the  principal  or  employer  is  liable,  the  servant, 
agent   or   Dther  person  or  persons  through  whose  agency  it  was 

'  Pendrudock's  Case,  5  Coke,  100 ;  Eng.  Com.  Law,  324 ;  Cosgrove  v.  Og- 

Winsmore  v.  Greenbank,  Willes,  586 ;  den,  49  N.  T.  255  ;  McManus  v.  Crickett, 

Salmon  v.  Bensley,  R.  &  M.  189.  1  East,  106 ;  Bowcher  v.  Naidstrom,  1 

^  Res  V.  Medley,  6  C.  &  P.  292.     In  Taunt.  368. 
this  case  it  was  held,  that  the  directors  *  Chicago  v.  Robbins,  2  Black  (U.  S.), 

of  a  gas  company  are  liable  for  the  acts  204  ;  Ellis  v.  Sheffield  Gas  Co.,  2  Ell.  & 

of  their  agents,  though  they  are  per-  Bl.  757 ;   Hole  v.  Sittingboume  R.  R. 

Bonally  ignorant  of  the  plan  adopted,  Co.,  6  H.  &  N.  500  ;  Brownlaw  «.  Metro- 

and  it  is  an  actual  departure  from  the  politan   Board  of   Works,  33  Law  J. 

original  plan  which  they  had  supposed  (C.  P.)  233  ;  Blake  t.  Thirst,  32  Law  J. 

was  being  pursued.  (Exch.)  188. 

3  Laugher  v.  Pointer,  5  B.  &  C.  576; 

11 
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created,  are  equally  liable,  and  may  be  jointly  sued  or  indicted 
therefor  with  him.'  An  infant  is  liable  for  a  nuisance  created 
upon  premises  belonging  to  him,  by  his  direction,  but  it  seems 
that  an  infant  of  tender  years,  who  Has  not  the  control  or  man- 
agement of  his  property,  and  has  not  attained  that  age  when  he 
can  be  regarded  as  having  discretion,  is  not  liable  for  a  nuisance 
erected  or  maintained  thereon  by  others.' 

Sec.  78.  A  municipal  corporation  is  liable  to  indictment  where 
it  has  the  power  and  neglects  to  do  that  which  the  common  good 
requires.  As  for  non-repair  of  streets  or  bridges,  or  allowing  its 
streets  to  remain  in  a  filthy  condition,  or  for  neglecting  to  cleanse 
a  basin  which  it  has  the  power  to  excavate,  deepen  and  cleanse, 
after  such  basin,  by  the  aggregation  of  mud  and  other  substances, 
becomes  foul  and  emits  noisesome  and  unwholesoms  stenches  to 
the  detriment  of  the  public'  Indeed  a  municipal  corporation 
has  no  more  immunity  from  indictment  for  nuisances  created  by 
it  than  an  individual,  and  any  use  of  its  property  that  creates  a 
nuisance  either  to  public  or  individual  rights  is  indictable  or 
actionable  precisely  the  same  as  though  done  by  an  individual. 
See  chap,  on  Municipal  Corporations,  infra. 

Sec.  79.  As  to  whether  the  exercise  of  a  particular  trade,  or  a 
particular  use  of  property  constitutes  a  public  nuisance,  depends, 
as  has  before  been  stated,  upon  the  place  and  the  character  and 
eifects  of  the  nuisance.  The  fact  that  a  butcher-shop,  a  green- 
grocery, a  brewery  or  any  other  lawful  business  renders  the  use 
of  property  in  its  vicinity  less  agreeable  or  less  valuable,  does  not 
make  the  business  a  nuisance.  In  order  to  create  a  nuisance, 
the  business  must  be  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  oflFen- 
sive  to  men  of  ordinary  sensibilities,  judged  by  the  simple  habits 
and  notions  ordinarily  prevailing  among  the  people,  and  as  to 
render  the  enjoyment  of  the  property  within  the  sphere  of  its 
effects  physically  uncomfortable."  It  is  not  trifling  annoyances 
with  which  the  law  deals,  but  real,  substantial  injuries  that  are 

>  Wilson  V.  Peto,  6  Moore  (Eng.).  47 ;        »  People  v.  Townsend,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.), 
Gandy  v.  Jubber,  31  Law  J.  (Q.  B.)  151 ;    479. 

Saxby  v.  Manchester  Railroad  Co.,  38  '  People  v.  Mayor  of  Albany,  11 
Law  J.  (C.  P.)  154.  Wend.  (N.  T.)  539. 

*  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  15. 
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calculated  to  offend  the  senses  of  men  of  simple  tastes  and  habits, 
and  that  render  the  enjoyment  of  rights  in  its  vicinity  physically 
uncomfortable.  Conveniences  are  not  balanced.  The  use  of 
property  that  produces  the  nuisance  may  be  very  convenient  to 
the  owner,  and  even  convenient  and  useful  to  the  public,  but 
if  the  effects  are  such  as  to  bring  it  vsdthin  the  legal  idea  of  a 
nuisance,  this  furnishes  no  defense  whatever. ' 

Sec.  80.  Neither  is  the  fact  that  the  business  has  been  carried 
on,  or  the  use  of  property  indulged  in  for  a  great  length  of  time, 
any  defense  to  an  indictment  for  a  nuisance.  The  law  is,  that 
no  length  of  time  can  prescribe  for  a  public  nuisance  of  any 
description."  JSTeither  is  it  any  defense  that  when  the  nuisance 
was  established  it  was  in  a  convenient  place,  and  that  the  public 
have  come  to  the  nuisance,  either  by  the  extension  of  the  town 
or  the  opening  of  highways  and  streets.  This  was  held  to  be  a 
defense  by  some  of  the  early  cases,  and  by  one  case  in  Indiana, 
but  the  doctrine  was  long  since  exploded,  and  it  is  now  held  by 
all  the  courts  both  in  this  country  and  England  that  the  fact  that 
the  nuisance  was  originally  established  in  a  convenient  place,  but 
that  the  public  has  come  to  it,  is  no  defense.'  In  the  language 
of  Paige,  J.,  in  Brady  v.  Weeks^  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.),  159, 
"  as  the  city  extends,  such  nuisances  (a  slaughter-house)  should 
be  removed  to  the  vacant  ground  beyond  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  the  residences  of  citizens.  This,  public  policy  as  well 
as  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  population  of  the  city  demand." 
In  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  1  Law  R.  (Eq.  Gas.)  QQ, 
it  appeared  that,  in  1861,  a  company  was  projected  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  certain  copper  works  near  St.  Helenas,  upon 
property  which  had  been  purchased  for  that  pui-pose  in  1859,  and 
upon  which  the  copper  works  were  erected  as  early  as  March,  1860. 
In  July,  1860,  the  plaintiff  purchased  lands  in  the  immediate 

1  Cavey  v.  Ledbitter,  31  Law  J.  (Q.  B.)  Dygert  v.  Schenck,  23  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 

290;  Bamford  v.  Turnley,  id.  286;  Jones  446  ;  Mills  v.  Hall,  9  id.  315. 

n.  Powell,  Palm.  536 ;  St.  Helen  Smelt-  ^  gmith  v.  Phillips,  8  PMla.  (Penn.) 

ing:  Co.  D.  Tipping,  35  Law  J.  (Q.  B.)  10;  EUiotsou  ®.  Feetliam,2  Bing.(N.  C.) 

66 ;  Stockport  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Pot-  134 ;  Bliss  v.  Hall,  5  Scott,  500  ;  Brady 

ter,  7  H.  &  N.  (Exch.)  160 ;  31  Law  J.  v.  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  167 ; 

(Exch.)  9.  Taylor  -w.  The  People,  6  Parker's  Crim. 

»  Weld  «.  Hornby,  7  East,  199  ;  Peo-  R.  (N.  Y.)  347. 
pie  V.  Cunningham,  1  Denio  (N. Y.),  524 ; 
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neighborhood,  knowing  of  the  existence  of  the  copper  works. 
It  also  appeared  that  there  were  also  many  chemical  works  in  the 
neighborhood,  that  emitted  large  quantities  of  deleterious  vapors. 
In  July,  1863,  the  plaintiff  brought  his  action  against  the  defend- 
ants, and  recovered  a  verdict  of  £360.  The  defendants  not  stop- 
ping the  business,  the  plaintiff  brought  his  bill  in  equity  for  an 
injunction.  The  defendants  resisted  the  granting  of  the  injunc- 
tion, upon  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff,  when  he  bought  his 
property,  knew  of  the  existence  of  the  nuisance,  and  that  he  had 
come  to  it  of  his  own  accord  and  with  full  knowledge.  Yice- 
Chancellor  "Wood  held,  that  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  had  come  to 
the  nuisance  did  not  disentitle  him  to  equitable  relief,  and  upon 
appeal  his  judgment  was  unanimously  sustained,  and  this  may  be 
regarded  as  a  well- settled  rule  of  law  upon  this  question.  See 
chapter  on  Private  ISTuisances.  As  to  indictments  and  the  neces- 
sary allegations  therein,  see  chapter  on  Pleadings. 


CHAPTEK  THIRD. 

PUKPBESTUKES. 

Sec.  81.  Purprestures  defined. 
83.  Remedies  for. 

83.  No  necessity  for  naming  relator. 

84.  Purpresture  may  be  abated  or  arrested  at  the  option  of  the  State. 

85.  Encroachments  upon  highways. 

86.  State  v.  Woodward. 

87.  Burnham  v.  Hotchkiss,  and  other  cases. 

88.  Purprestures  not  indictable. 

89.  Reasons  why  not  indictable. 

90.  People  v.  Vanderbilt. 

91.  92,  93,  94.  Advantages  of   distinction  between  purprestures  and  nui- 

sances. 

95.  Rex  V.  Russell., 

96,  97.  Right  of  conservation  in  the  State.    Various  American  casee. 

Seo.  81.  A  purpresture  is  any  encroachment  upon  real  prop- 
erty or  rights  and  easements  incident  thereto  belonging  to  the 
public,  by  an  inclosure  or  erection  thereon,  which,  if  made  upon 
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the  property  of  an  indiyidual,  would  be  a  trespass.  Lord  Coke 
says :  ''A  purpresture  signifies  a  close  or  inclosure,  that  is,  when 
one  encroacheth,  and  makes  that  several  to  himself  which  ought 
to  be  common  to  many.'"  By  the  early  legal  writers  the  term 
was  used  to  designate  encroachments  upon  the  rights  of  individ- 
uals as  well  as  upon  the  king ;  but  it  is  now  applied  only  to 
encroachments  upon  lands,  or  rights  and  easements  therein  belong- 
ing to  the  public,  and  to  which  the  public  have  a  right  of  access, 
or  of  enjoyment,  and  encroachments  upon  navigable  streams ;'  or 
the  building  of  a  house  upon  a  public  common,'  or  inclosing  a 
part  of  a  highway  with  a  fence,  or  erecting  a  crib  or  pier  in  a 
navigable  stream,  or  building  a  bridge,  or  making  any  unauthor- 
ized erection  over  a  highway.*  It  was  formerly  held  to  be  an 
iujury  to  public  rights  of  the  character  above  described  which 
might  be  committed  against  and  redressed  at  the  suit  of  the  pub- 
lic, the  owner  of  the  fee,  or  of  individuals  specially  injured.'  But 
as  has  previously  been  stated,  the  term  as  now  used,  is  applied 
exclusively  to  encroachments  upon  public  rights  in  highways, 
commons  or  other  lands  owned  or  used  by  the  government  or  the 
public,  and  in  navigable  streams.' 

Sec.  82.  The  remedies  for  this  species  of  injury  were  formerly 
by  information  of  intrusion  at  common  law,  or  by  information 
at  the  suit  of  the  attorney -general  in  equity,''  In  Attorney- Gen- 
eral  v.  Richards  (3  Anstruther),  603,  which  was  an  information 
for  the  erection  of  a  wharf  or  key,  docks  and  other  buildings 
between  high  and  low- water  mark  in  Portsmouth  harbor,  it  was 

'  2  Inst.  38,  372  ;  Harg.  Law  Tracts,  ^  People  v.  Vanderbilt,  28  N.  T.  396 ; 

84  ;  Beame's  note  to  Grlanville,  Book  9,  Dimmett  «.  Eskridge,  6  Munf.  308. 

p.  239  ;  Spellman's  GrlossarT,  tit.  Pour-  ■*  Knox  v.  Mayor,  etc.,  55  Barb.  (N. 

presture  ;    Skene,   tit.    Pourpresture  ;  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  404. 

Termes  De  La  Ley,  tit.  Pourpresture  ;  ^  Skene,  title  Pourpresture ;  Beame's 
Bouvier's  Inst.  In  Attorney-General  note  to  Grlanyille,  Book  9,  c.  11,  p.  239. 
t.  Cliamberlain,  4  K.  &  J.  292,  it  is  said  «  3  Inst.  38,  273  ;  Spelm.  Gloss.  Pour- 
that  any  inyasion  of,  or  encroachment  prestvi.re ;  Harg.  Law  Tr.  84;  3  Kent, 
on,  the  soil  of  the  sea  shore  or  bed  of  432  ;  Trustees  v.  Cowen,  4  Paige  (N. 
an  estuary  or  navigable  tidal  river  T.),  510 ;  Attorney-General  v.  Forbes,  3 
between  high  and  low- water  mark,  M.  &  C.  123;  Commonwealth  v. 
while  the  same  remains  in  the  crown,  Wright,  3  Am.  Jur.  185  ;  NO  n.  United 
is  a  pourpresture.  States,  10  Pet.  (TJ.  S.)  623  ;   Attorney- 

2  Storj-'s  Eq.  Juris.  109,  §  931  ;  Wat-  General  v.  Cohoes  Co. ,  6  Paige's   Ch. 

erman's  Eden  on  Injunctions,  259  ;  2  (N.  T.)  183  ;  Mohawk  B.  &  Co.  v.  R.  R. 

Inst.   38,  273  ;  Woolrych  on   Waters,  Co.,  6  Paige's  Ch.  (X.  T.)  554. 

Law  Lib.  fol.  53,  p.  193-195  ;  Hart  v.  '  Eden  on  Injunctions,  259. 
The  Mayor,  etc.,  9  Wend.  (N.  T.)  571. 
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held,  upon  the  authority  of  numerous  cases,  that  an  information 
in  equity,  at  the  suit  of  the  attorney-general,  would  lie  to  abate 
it,  the  crown  having  title  to  all  ports  and  avenues  of  the  sea,  and 
to  the  soil  thereof.  And  it  was  said  in  that  case  that  informa- 
tions of  this  character  had  often  been  brought  and  sustained,  and 
the  court  cited  as  instances  where  this  remedy  had  been  adopted 
several  unreported  cases.* 

Sec.  83.  Cooper  says,  on  page  102  of  his  work  on  Equity 
Pleading,  that  although  informations  in  these  cases  may  be  and 
often  are  filed  without  naming  a  relator,  yet  that  there  is  great 
propriety  in  naming  a  relator  in  all  cases,  and  that  this  practice 
is  far  more  equitable,  as  in  cases  where  no  relator  is  named,  no 
costs  can  be  recovered  by  the  defendant  if  he  prevails,  no  matter 
how  improperly  or  wantonly  even  th§  suit  may  have  been  brought.* 
But  the  practice  of  naming  a  relator  in  informations  of  this  char- 
acter does  not  seem  to  have  been  generally  adopted  in  the  English 
courts.  And  in  cases  of  purprestures,  there  would  seem  to  be 
evident  impropriety  in  so  doing,  as  the  right  violated  is  purely 
public,  and  affects  the  rights  of  the  government,  municipal  or 
otherwise,  and  not  in  any  sense  the  rights  of  individuals.'  But 
where  the  act  complained  of  is  of  a  mixed  character  —  that  is, 
both  a  purpresture  and  a  nuisance  —  the  practice  would  be  proper. 

Sec.  84.  Formerly,  if  the  encroachment  was  regarded  as  a 
purpresture  merely,  and  did  not  come  within  the  idea  of  what, 
was  then  regarded  as  within  the  idea  of  a  nuisance,  it  was  the 
practice  to  direct  an  inquiry  to  be  made,  whether  it  would  be 
most  beneficial  to  have  the  purpresture  abated  or  to  allow  it  to 
remain  and  be  arrented.*     But  where  the  encroachment  was  re- 

'  Story's  Eq.  Juris.,  vol.  3,  p.    122,  v.  Baker,  Ambler,  158;   Attorney-Gen- 

§  922.  era!  v.  Cleaver,  18  Ves.  211 ;  Spencer  v. 

*  Attorney-General  v.  Philpot,  in  Ex-  Railroad  Co.,  18  Sim.  193  ;  Attorney- 

cliequer,  8  Car.  1 ;  Cliurcliman  v.  Tun-  General  v.  Forbes,  2  M.  &  C.  123  ;  San- 

stal,  and  City  of    Bristol  v.  Morgan,  born  v.  Smith,  18  Sim.  272.     Birch  v. 

cited  in  Hale's  Treatise,  81.     See,  also,  Halt,  3  Atk.  726. 

Anonymous,  3  Atk.  750  ;  id.  21  ;  Ryder        *  Waterman's  Eden  on  Injunctions, 

V.  Bencham,  1  Ves.  543;  Anonymous,  260;  Rede's  Tracts,  117;  Mitford's  Eq, 

3  id.  193  ;  1  Harg.  Jurid.  Tr.  471.  PI.  145  ;  Attorney-General  v.  Richards, 

^  Attorney-General  v.  Fox,  Redf.  Tr.  2  Anst.  603;  Attorney-General  v.  John- 

Ch.   PI.   23  n.     It   is   only   when   the  son,  2  Williams'  Ch.  101 ;   Rex  v.  Earl 

rights  of  persons  are  also  aflFected  that  Grosveuor,  Starkie's  N.  P.  187;  Gann 

they  can   be   made   parties  with  the  v.  The  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable,  11 

attorney-general  in  such  cases.   Barnes  H.  L.  192. 
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garded  as  a  public  nuisance,  it  was  abated,  for  the  reason  that  even 
the  crown  could  not  sustain  a  public  nuisance.'  Therefore,  a 
purpresture,  strictly,  is  an  encroachment  upon  a  public  right  in 
lands  or  navigable  streams,  that  does  not  operate  as  an  obstruc- 
tion or  injury  to  individual  members  of  the  public,  but  only  to 
some  right  incident  and  peculiar  to  it  in  its  aggregate  capacity  as 
si.?h.  The  distinction  between  nuisances  and  purprestures  is 
really  broad,  although  at  first  thought  there  may  appear  to  be  no 
material  difference,  and  courts  have  very  often  fallen  into  grave 
errors  from  a  failure  to  observe  the  real  boundaries  between  the 
two. 

Sec.  85.  As  an  illustration  of  the  true  distinction,  we  will  state 
the  case  of  an  encroachment  upon  a  highway.  Now,  so  far  as  the 
public,  in  its  aggregate  capacity,  is  concerned,  it  has  a  right  to  the 
free  and  unobstructed  use  of  all  the  land  embraced  within  the 
limits  of  the  highway  in  its  entire  length  and  breadth,  and  has  a 
rio-ht  to  have  the  same  at  all  times,  and  to  its  entire  extent,  kept 
free  from  all  encroachments  or  obstructions,  but  it  is  not  every 
encroachment  upon  a  highway  that  amounts  to  a  nuisance.* 
Strictly  speaking,  no  interference  with  a  highway,  that  does 
not  operate  as  an  obstruction  to  public  travel,  comes  within  the 
idea  of  a  nuisance,  or  is  so  regarded,  and  as  to  what  in  fact  does 
constitute  a  nuisance  thereto  is  to  be  judged  of  and  passed  upon 
by  a  jury.'  If  a  man  dig  the  turf  within  the  actual  limits  of  a 
hio-hway,  but  does  not  thereby  in  any  measure  obstruct  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  passage  over  the  highway  by  individuals,  it  is 
not  in  law  or  in  fact  a  nuisance,  because  it  does  not  injuriously 
affect  the  rights  of  individual  members  of  the  public ;  but  as  to 
the  public  itself,  in  its  aggregate  capacity,  it  is  an  invasion  of  its 
right,  it  is  a  trespass  upon  its  lands  —  in  other  words,  it  is  a  pur- 
presture, and  may  be  redressed  in  an  action  both  by  the  public 
and  the  owner  of  the  fee.  The  public  acquires  no  more  than  an 
easement  in  its  highways,  a  right  of  way  over  the  same,  with  all 
the  powers  and  privileges  incident  thereto,  which  includes  the 

1  rbid.     M.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ward,  ridge,  id.  350 ;  Regina  v.  Randall,  1 
2  Black  (U.  S.),  485.  Car.  &  M.  496. 

2  Attorney-General  v.  Parmeter,  10  ^  Burnham   v.   Hotchkiss,   14  Cona. 
Price,  378;   Attorney-General   v.  Bur-  167. 
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right  of  digging  the  soil,  cutting  and  using  the  timber  within  the 
limits  of  the  highway  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  its  roads  and 
bridges,  exercising  that  right  in  a  reasonable  way.  The  public 
does  not  take  the  fee  of  the  land,  nor  extinguish  the  title  of  the 
original  owner.  Nothing  but  an  easement,  with  its  legitimate 
incidents,  passes  to  the  public.  The  original  owner  or  his  grantee 
retains  the  exclusive  right  to  all  mines,  timber  and  the  soil,  so  far 
as  the  same  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  right  of  waj,  and  keep- 
ing the  way  in  proper  repair  and  condition.  The  owner  of  the 
fee  may  maintain  ejectment,  trespass  or  waste  for  an  injury  to  his 
reversionary  interest.'  Therefore,  the  public,  in  its  aggregate 
capacity  as  a  town,  city,  county  or  State,  may  and  does  acquire 
rights  over  the  lands  embraced  within  the  limits  of  its  highways 
that  are  peculiar  to  itself,  and  that  may  not  lawfully  be  exercised 
by  individual  members  of  the  public.  It  is  encroachments  upon 
or  injuries  to  those  peculiar  rights  that  are  regarded  as  purpres- 
tures.  It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  draw  the  line  of  distinction 
between  purprestures  and  nuisances,  and  for  this  reason  courts 
have  always  recognized  purprestures  as  comprising  two  classes, 
those  that  are  purprestures  strictly,  and  those  that  amount  to  a 
nuisance.  The  equity  and  reasonableness  of  this  is  evident,  and 
the  practice  adopted  by  the  courts  at  an  early  period,  of  directing 
an  inquiry  as  to  whether  an  encroachment  was  in  fact  a  nuisance 
or  only  a  purpresture,  and  retaining  the  suit  and  entering  judg- 
ment therein  in  either  event,  is  consistent  with  the  high  apprecia- 
tion in  which  the  courts  then  held  the  rights  of  parties  seeking 
its  judicial  aid.  Whether  an  encroachment  upon  a  public  right 
is  a  nuisance  or  only  a  purpresture,  it  is  the  right  of  the  public 
to  have  it  abated  if  it  so  elects ;  but  if  it  is  not  a  nuisance,  but 
simply  an  infringement  upon  a  right,  it  may  if  it  so  elects,  or,  if 
in  the  judgment  of  the  court  the  public  interest  requires  it,  per- 
mit the  encroachment  to  remain,  subject  to  such  conditions  as  the 
public  may  impose.  But  if  it  is  regarded  as  a  nuisance,  there  is 
no  power,  except  that  of  the  legislature,  that  can  lawfully  author- 
ize its  continuance.  Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  distinction 
between  this  class  of  injuries  was  created  by  the  courts,  out  of 

»  Adams  v.  Rivers,  11   Barb.  (N.  T.     Johns.  (N.  T.)  447. 
S.  C.)  396 ;  Jackson  ©.   Hathaway,  15 
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that  careful  regard  that  they  entertained  for  both  the  rights  of 
the  sovereign  and  the  public.  The  true  grounds  for  the  distinc- 
tion are  well  expressed  in  De  Jure  Maris,  Hargrave's  Law  Tracts, 
85,  thus:  "It  is  not  every  building  below  the  high-water  mark, 
nor  every  building  below  the  low-water  mark,  that  is  ipso  facto 
in  law  a  nuisance ;  for  that  would  destroy  all  the  quays  that  there 
are  in  all  the  ports  in  England,  for  they  are  all  built  below  high- 
water  mark,  for  otherwise  vessels  could  not  come  at  them  to 
unlade ;  and  some  are  built  below  low- water  mark,  and  it  would 
be  impossible  for  the  king  to  license  the  building  of  a  new  wharf 
or  quay,  whereof  there  are  a  thousand  instances,  if  ipso  facto  it 
were  a  common  nuisance  because  it  straitens  the  port,  for  the 
king  cannot  license  a  common  nuisance.  Indeed,  where  the 
soil  is  the  king's,  the  building  below  the  high-water  mark  is  a 
purpresture,  an  encroachment  and  intrusion  upon  the  king's  soil, 
which  he  may  either  demolish,  or  seize,  or  arrent  at  his  pleas- 
ure ;  but  it  is  not  ipso  facto  a  common  nuisance,  unless  indeed  it 
be  a  damage  to  the  port  and  navigation."  With  reference  to  the 
sea,  and  the  arms  thereof  and  navigable  streams  generally,  the 
rule  is,  that  the  land  between  high  and  low-water  mark  belongs 
to  the  State,  and  that  an  occupancy  or  appropriation  of  the  land 
between  those  points  is  not  ipso  facto  a  nuisance,  but  is  a  pur- 
presture, purely,  which  the  State  may  abate,  or  seize  and  arrent 
at  its  election.  Thus,  in  BhmdeU  v.  Catterall  (5  Barn.  &  Adol. 
268 ;  7  Eng.  Com.  Law,  21),  which  was  an  action  of  trespass  for 
entering  upon  premises  over  which  the  plaintiff  claimed  title  as 
lord  of  the  manor  called  the  Sea-Shore,  within  the  manor  of 
Great  Crossly,  and  between  high  and  low-water  mark  of  the 
river  Mersey,  with  horses,  carts  and  other  carriages  doing  damage 
to  the  soil  thereof,  the  defendant  set  up  in  defense  that  the  pub- 
lic had  a  right  of  way  over  the  premises  between  high  and  low- 
water  mark  of  the  stream  in  question,  and  also  a  custom  under 
which  those  rights  had  been  exercised  by  the  public.  The  plain- 
tiff took  issue.  It  appeared  tliat  the  defendant  was  a  servant  at 
a  hotel  erected  in  1815  upon  land  in  Great  Crosly,  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  hotel  kept  bathing  machines  for  the  use  of  persons 
resorting  there,  and  the  defendant  had  charge  of  the  same,  and 
that  the  alleged  trespasses  were  committed  while  passing  over  the 
12 
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premises  with  the  machines  and  guests  of  the  hotel  to  reach  the 
sea  for  the  purpose  of  bathing.  The  defendant  insisted  that  any 
person  had  a  right,  not  only  to  bathe  in  the  sea,  but  also  to  pass 
over  the  soil  of  a  navigable  stream,  between  high  and  low-water 
mark,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  it  for  that  purpose.  The  case 
was  tried  at  the  Lancaster  Assizes  before  Baylet,  J.,  and  there 
was  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  and  it  was  heard  in  King's  Bench, 
at  the  Easter  term,  on  exceptions,  when  the  judgment  below  was 
affirmed,  and,  among  other  things,  Holroyd,  J.,  said :  "  The 
king's  subjects  have  not  a  right  of  using  and  appropriating  the 
soil  of  the  sea-shore,  or  of  the  sea  itself,  as  they  please,  even 
where  the  soil  remains  the  king's,  clothed  with  \X\q  jus  piibUcuniy 
and  where  that  use  or  appropriation  is  effected  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  be  a  nuisance  to  the  public  rights  of  others."  And 
Bayley,  J.,  says :  "  When  an  erection  is  made  on  the  sea-shore 
without  authority,  the  crown  may  treat  it  as  a  purpresture,  and 
prosecute  it  accordingly ;  but  it  has  never  yet  been  held  abatable 
or  indictable,  because  it  happens  to  interfere  with  the  supposed 
common-law  right  of  bathing."  In  this  country,  purprestures 
have  usually  been  treated  as  public  nuisances,  and  no  distinction 
made  between  encroachments  upon  public  rights,  amounting  sim- 
ply to  purprestures,  and  those  which  are  nuisances,  particularly 
so  far  as  highways,  navigable  streams  and  public  commons  are 
concerned.  In  the  case  of  Burnham  v.  Hotchkiss  (14  Conn.  318), 
which  was  an  action  of  trespass  for  removing  a  fence  standing 
within  the  actual  limits  of  a  highway,  but  not  so  as  in  any  wise 
to  obstruct  public  travel,  Williams,  J.,  says:  "The  jury  were 
told  that  if  the  wall  was  in  the  highway,  and  the  public  travel 
was  thereby  actually  obstructed,  hindered  or  endangered,  the 
defendants  were  justified.  The  case  has  been  argued  before  us  as 
if  the  judge  had  told  the  jury  that  the  obstruction  must  be  in  the 
traveled  path ;  and  to  show  the  law  to  be  otherwise,  the  case  of 
the  Commonwealth  v.  Wilkinson  (16  Pick.  175)  is  cited.  Lord 
Coke  also  tells  us,  that  a  purpresture  or  unlawful  inclosure  is 
properly  where  there  is  a  house  builded  on  or  an  inclosure  made 
of  any  part  of  the  king's  domain,  or  of  a  highway  or  a  common 
street.  Co.  Lit.  88-272.  And  when  the  court  in  this  case  spoke 
of  the  public  highway  being  obstructed,  it  did  not  speak  of  the 
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traveled  path,  but  of  an  obstruction  on  any  part  of  the  land  de- 
voted to  the  public  for  a  highway.  It  is  said  that  the  court 
should  have  instructed  the  jury,  as  a  matter  of  law,  that  if  they 
found  this  wall  and  these  boards  were  over  the  line  of  the  high- 
way, whether  one  foot  or  one  inch,  it  was  a  nuisance,  without 
reference  to  any  other  facts  tending  to  qualify  the  act.  But  sup- 
posing this  wall  was  built  upon  the  edge  of  a  precipice  on  the 
side  of  the  road,  securing  the  traveler  from  imminent  danger, 
but  in  some  slight  degree  encroaching  upon  the  highway,  were 
the  court  bound,  as  a  matter  of  law,  to  declare  it  a  nuisance  ?  A 
tree  or  a  post  in  a  highway  is  jprima  facie  a  nuisance ;  but  upon 
the  principle  before  adverted  to,  the  question  of  nuisance  in  the 
particular  case  is  for  the  jury,  and  we  see  no  solid  ground  for  dis- 
tinction in  this  case."  In  this  case,  the  com't  adverted  to  the 
doctrine  of  purprestures,  as  laid  down  by  Lord  Coke,  and  recog- 
nized its  force,  and  while  it  did  not  in  terms  apply  it  to  the  case 
in  hand,  yet  it  did  so  in  effect.  Clearly,  the  jury  having  found 
that  the  fence  was  not  a  nuisance,  it  being  within  the  limits  of  a 
highway,  and  inclosing  a  part  of  it,  it  was  simply  a  purpresture, 
which  the  public,  in  its  municipal  capacity,  could  alone  cause  to 
be  abated.  So  in  the  case  referred  to  by  the  learned  judge  in 
reference  to  the  wall  along  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  but  within  the 
limits  of  a  highway,  if  it  is  not  a  nuisance  jper  se,  it  would  be  a 
purpresture  simply,  which  the  public  could  tolerate  and  permit 
to  remain ;  but  if  a  nuisance,  even  the  public  would  not  be  at 
liberty  to  tolerate  it. 

Sec.  86.  But  in  the  case  of  State  v.  Woodard,  23  Yt.  92,  which 
was  an  indictment  for  an  erection  upon  lands  devoted  to  public 
use,  the  court  say :  "  "When  the  act  complained  of  is  the  taking  of 
property  devoted  to  public  use,  and  applying  it  to  his  own  use, 
the  respondent  is  not  entitled  to  have  the  question,  as  to  whether 
the  erection  is  a  nuisance,  submitted  to  the  jury.  Such  an  act  is 
a  nuisance  in  law,  for  the  commission  of  which  there  can  be  no 
justification."  Also  in  a  later  case  in  Vermont,  that  of  State  v. 
Atkinson,  28  Vt.  448,  the  court  held  a  similar  view,  thus  ignor- 
ing the  distinction  between  nuisances  and  purprestures,  and 
holding  that  all  encroachments  upon  a  highway  are  j?er  se  a  pub- 
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lie  nuisance.     In  the  case  of  Commonwealth  v.  Wilkinson,   16 
Pick.  Mass.  175,  a  similar  doctrine  is  held. 

Sec.  87.  In  the  dissenting  opinion  of  Waite,  J.,  in  the  case  of 
JSurnham  v.  Hotchkiss,  that  learned  judge  says :  "  All  sach  erec- 
tions in  a  highway,  whether  in  the  place  used  for  travel  or  not, 
are  nuisances."  This,  clearly  in  principle,  is  supported  by  many 
of  the  cases.  Thus,  in  Comm^onwealih  v.  Church,  1  Burr.  Penn. 
105,  it  was  held,  that  the  erection  of  a  dam  in  a  stream  which  is 
a  highway,  is  jprima  facie  an  indictable  offense  at  common  law, 
whether  an  actual  obstruction  or  not.  In  Brownlow  v.  Tomlin- 
son,  1  M.  &  G.  484,  it  was  held,  that  any  narrowing  of  a  public 
highway  is  a  nuisance,  but  that  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  deter- 
mining sometimes  how  far  the  highway  extends,  as  where  it  runs 
across  a  common,  or  where  there  is  a  hedge  on  only  one  side  of 
the  way,  or  where  there  are  hedges  on  both  sides,  the  space  is 
much  larger  than  what  is  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  public,  in 
these  cases  it  would  be  for  the  jury  to  say  how  far  the  way 
extends. 

Sec.  88.  In  Rex  v.  Wright,  3  Barn.  &  Adol.  681,  Lord  Ten- 
TERDEN  said :  "  I  am  strongly  of  opinion,  that  when  I  see  a  space 
of  fifty  or  sixty  feet  through  which  a  road  passes  between  in- 
closures  set  out  by  an  act  of  parliament,  that,  unless  the  contrary 
appear,  the  public  are  entitled  to  the  whole  of  that  space,  although, 
perhaps  from  economy,  the  whole  may  not  have  been  kept  in  re- 
pair. If  it  were  once  held  that  only  the  middle  part  which  car- 
riages ordinarily  run  upon  was  the  road,  you  might  by  degrees 
inclose  up  to  it,  so  that  there  would  not  be  room  left  for  two  car- 
riages to  pass.  The  space  at  the  sides  is  also  necessary  to  afford 
the  benefit  of  the  air  and  sun.  If  trees  and  hedges  might  be 
brought  close  up  to  the  part  actually  used  as  the  road,  it  could 
not  be  kept  sound."  For  a  full  review  of  authorities,  so  far  as 
highways  are  concerned,  see  the  chapter  on  Highways,  infra. 
But  it  is  an  error  to  hold  one  criminally  chargeable  for  a  mere 
trespass  upon  public  property,  which  produces  no  annoyance, 
hindrance  or  obstruction  to  the  exercise  of  such  rights  as  it  is 
devoted  to  by  the  public.  Take,  for  example,  the  instance  of  a 
lot  purchased  and  owned  by  a  town  or  city,  for  the  purpose  of 
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erecting  public  buildings  thereon,  and  upon  which  public  build- 
ings are  erected  to  which  each  individual  member  of  the  public 
is  entitled  to  access.  If  a  person  owning  an  adjoining  lot  should 
extend  his  fence  so  as  to  embrace  and  inclose  two  feet  of  this  land, 
would  it  be  a  public  nuisance  and  indictable  as  such,  or  would  it 
come  at  all  within  the  idea  of  a  nuisance  ?  Most  certainly  not, 
because  it  does  not  hinder  or  obstruct  the  exercise  of  those  rights 
to  which  individual  members  of  the  public  are  entitled,  and  does 
not  arise  from  the  improper  use  of  the  offendei-'s  own  property. 
It  is  a  mere  encroachment,  a  trespass,  that  comes  clearly  within 
the  idea  of  a  purpresture,  and  is  not  indictable  at  common  law.* 
A  purpresture,  purely,  is  not  indictable ;  but  when  an  encroach- 
ment is  both  a  purpresture  and  a  nuisance,  it  is  indictable, 
abatable  and  punishable  as  for  a  nuisance."  The  remedy  for  a 
purpresture,  simply,  is  by  information  in  equity  at  the  suit  of 
the  attorney-general  or  other  proper  officer.' 

Sec.  89.  The  reason  why  a  purpresture  is  not  indictable  unless 
it  is  also  a  nuisance  is  because  it  does  not  operate  as  an  obstruc- 
tion to  the  exercise  of  individual,  but  only  to  those  rights  that 
are  incident  to  the  public  in  its  aggregate  or  municipal  capacity. 
The  idea  cannot  be  better  expressed  than  was  done  by  Park,  J., 
in  Rex  v.  Carlisle,  6  Carr.  &  Payne,  636,  he  says  :  "  ISo  doubt 
if  a  man  does  an  act  which  injures  a  particular  neighbor,  he  is 
not  liable  to  be  indicted  if  no  one  else  but  that  neighbor  is 
injured  ;  but  if  a  place  is  situated  near  a  highway,  and  the  defend- 
ant does  that  which  causes  the  person  passing  to  be  prevented 
from  passing  as  they  ought  to  do,  and  besides  this,  people  are 
annoyed  in  the  occupation  of  their  houses,  this  is  a  nuisance  for 
which  the  party  is  indictable.     There  is  no  doubt  but  that  a 

'  People  ®.  Vanderbilt,  28  N.  Y.  376;  »  People  v.  Vanderbilt,  28  N.  T.  376; 

Davis  x.  Mayor,  14  id.  526 ;   Attorney-  Watertown   i^.  Cowen,  4  Paige's  Ch. 

General  t.  Richards,  2  Anstruther,  603.  (N.  T.)  510 ;  Commonwealth  v.  Wright, 

^  People  -».  Cunningham,  1  Denio,  3  Am.  Jurist,  185 ;  New  Orieans  ■». 
524 ;  Rex  «.  Cariisle,  6  C.  &  P.  636 ;  United  States,  10  Pet.  662 ;  Attorney- 
Rex  V.  Jones,  3  Camp.  230  ;  The  King  General  v.  Forbes,  2  Mylne  &  C.  123 ; 
C.Russell,  6  East,  427;  Hoffmann  v.  Ripon  v.  Hobart,  3  id.  169;  Mohawk 
Schultz,  31  How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  385  ;  Weil  Bridge  Co.  -».  Railroad  Co.,  6  Paige's 
0.  Schultz,  33  id.  7  ;  Peckham  v.  Hen-  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  554 ;  Attorney-General  v. 
derson,  27  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  207;  Cohoes  Co.,  6  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  135. 
Harrower  ti.  Ritson,  37  id.  301 ;  Walker 
c.  Caywood,  31  N.  Y.  64. 


94  PUKPRESTURES. 

tradesman  may  expose  his  wares  for  sale  ;  but  he  must  do  it  in 
3uch  a  way  as  not,  by  so  doing,  to  cause  obstruction  in  the  public 
street." 

Sec.  90.  In  the  case  of  The  People  v.  Vanderhilt,  28  N.  Y.  396, 
which  was  an  action  brought  by  the  attorney-general  to  restrain 
the  defendant  from  enlarging  a  crib  or  pier  known  as  pier  ]^o.  1  in 
the  North  river  adjoining  the  battery  in  New  York  city,  the 
defendant  claimed  that  he  was  authorized  to  construct  the  pier 
by  the  proper  authority  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  this  author- 
ity was  proved  upon  the  trial.  But  the  court  say  "  the  mayor 
and  common  council  of  the  city  of  New  York  had  no  authority 
to  grant  the  defendant  such  permission.  It  has  been  held  in 
England  that  a  legal  grant  from  the  crown  cannot  make  an 
erection  in  a  public  river  for  private  purposes  legitimate,  and  that 
the  right  of  the  public  to  the  unobstructed  use  of  navigable 
waters  is  paramount  to  any  right  of  property  in  the  crown.  * 
*  *  The  defendant  sunk  the  crib  and  was  constructing  the 
proposed  pier  further  into  the  waters  of  the  bay  and  North  river 
than  any  one  could  erect  one  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  1857.  The 
defendant  cannot  avoid  liability  for  what  he  did,  and  intended  to 
do,  on  the  ground  that  the  proof  does  not  show  that  the  people 
sustained,  or  would  sustain  any  actual  damages  by  the  crib  or  pro- 
posed pier.  *  *  *  The  crib  sunk  by  the  defendant  and  the 
proposed  pier  are  a  purpresture  and  per  se  a  public  nuisance. 
Therefore  the  offer  of  the  defendant's  counsel  to  prove  that  they 
were  not,  and  would  not  be  an  actual  nuisance,  and  would  not 
interfere  with  or  effect  the  navigation  of  the  river  or  bay,  was 
properly  denied.  The  remedy  to  prevent  the  erection  of  a  pur- 
presture and  nuisance  in  a  bay  or  navigable  river  is  by  injunc- 
tion at  the  suit  of  the  attorney-general."  The  court,  also,  upon 
authority  of  the  case  of  Attorney- General  v.  Richards,  2  Anstr. 
603,  rendered  judgment  that  the  defendant  be  restrained  from 
erecting  the  proposed  pier  and  other  erections,  and  that  he 
remove  the  crib  within  thirty  days  after  service  upon  him  of  a 
copy  of  the  judgment.* 

'  See  the  following  cases:  Attorney-  eon's  Ch.  101 ;  Wynsterly  v.  Lee,  2 
General  v.  Forbes,  2  M.  &  C.  129;  Swans,  335  ;  Railroad  Co.  «.  Artclier,  6 
Attorney -General  v.  Johnson,  2  Wil-    Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  83;  Attorney-Gen- 
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Sec.  91.  The  advantage  of  this  distinction  between  purpres- 
tures  simply,  and  purprestiires  amounting  to  a  nuisance,  arises 
from  the  fact  that  the  public  cannot  permit  or  maintain  a 
nuisance  any  more  than  an  individual,  even  though  it  is  really  a 
matter  of  public  benefit ; '  but  if  it  is  merely  a  purpresture,  the 
courts  have  power  to  direct  that  the  erection  be  permitted  to 
remain  and  be  arrented  by  the  public."  In  England,  the  title  to 
the  shores  of  the  sea,  as  well  as  arms  of  the  sea,  is  in  the  king  ; 
and  in  this  country  the  title  is  in  the  State,'  and,  consequently, 
every  intrusion  thereon,  whether  it  affects  navigation  or  not,  is  a 
purpresture,  and  may  be  abated  by  the  king  or  the  State.* 
Therefore  the  king  or  the  State  may  permit  any  erections  that 
do  not  interfere  with  navigation,  and  the  license  thus  given  will 
be  a  complete  protection,  so  long  as  navigation  is  not  interfered 
with ;  but  if  navigation  is  in  any  wise  impeded,  or  the  erections 
made  go  beyond  low- water  mark,  the  license  is  no  protection,  for 
neither  the  crown  nor  the  State  can  license  a  public  nuisance.' 
If  a  person  takes  possession  of,  and  makes  an  ensction  of  any 
kind  between  high  and  low-water  mark  on  the  sea-shore,  this 
erection  is  not  fer  se  a  nuisance ;  but  it  is  a  purpresture,  which 
the  State  may  seize  and  demolish,  or  arrent  at  its  pleasure.* 

Sec.  92  This  distinction  between  nuisances  and  purprestures  is 
indispensable  to  the  healthy  growth  of  commerce,  and  the  con- 
venience and  protection  of  public  interests.     Lord  Hale  weU 

eraXv.  Philpot,  8  Car.,  cited  3  Anstr.  Co.,   12   Pet.   (U.    S.)  91;    Corning  v. 

603  ;  Citv  of  Bristol  v.  Morgan,  cited  Lowerre,  2  Johns.  (N.  T.  Ch.)  439. 

Harg.  Law.  Tr.  81  ;  Town  of  Newcas-  '  Republic  v.  Caldwell,  1  Dall.  167 ; 

tie   V.   Johnson,   id.  ;    Bristol   Harbor  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable, 

Case,  18  Ves.  214  ;  Attorney-General  v.  11  H.  L.  192. 

Forbes,  2  Myl.  &  Cr.  123  ;  Rex  v.  Gros-  -  Attornev-General  v.  Richards,  3 
venor,  2  Stark.  N.  P.  C.  511  ;  Jacob  Anst.  606  ;  Reede's  Tr.  117 ;  2  Water- 
Hall's  Case,  1  Vent.  169  ;  Res  «.  Bas-  man's  Eden  on  Injunctions,  260- 
terton,  6  Mod.  143  ;  but  see  Rex  v.  ^  Angell  on  Tide  Waters,  200  ;  Houck 
Justices  of  Dorset,  15  East,  574 ;  Attor-  on  Navigable  Rivers,  198. 
ney-General  v.  Parmenter,  10  Price  ■*  Coke's  Inst.  38  ;  Angell  on  Tide 
(Exchq.),  378 ;  Attorney-General  v.  Bur-  Waters,  198. 

ridge,  10  id.  350  ;  Attorney-General  v.  ^  Coke's  Inst.  38 ;  Gann  v.  Free  Fish- 
Cleaver,  18  Ves.  217;  Earl  of  Ripon  ers,  11  H.  L.  192  ;  Kerr  on  Injunctions, 
V.  Hobart,  3  M.  &  C.  169 ;  Crowder  ®.  396. 

Tinkler,  19  Ves  620  ;  Barnes  v.  Baker,  «   De    Jure    Maris,    84 ;    Attorney- 

Amb.   158;    Mowhawk   Bridge  Co.   v.  General    v.   Richards,  2    Anstr.    603; 

R.  R.  Co.,  6  Paige  (N.  Y.  Ch.),  554  ;  At-  Attorney-General   v.  Johnson,  2  Wil- 

torney-General  v.  Cohoes  Co.,  id.  133  ;  son's  Ch.  101 ;  Angell  on  Tide  Waters, 

Trustees  of  Watertown  v.  Cowen,  4  id.  301. 
510  ;  Georgetown  v.  Alexandria  Bridge 
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says  iu  his  "  De  Jure  Maris^\'  "  It  is  not  every  building  below 
the  high-water  mark,  nor  every  building  below  the  low-water 
mark  that  is  ipso  facto  in  law  a  nuisance ;  for  that  would  destroy 
all  the  keys  that  are  in  all  the  ports  in  England  /  for  they  are 
all  huilt  helow  the  low-water  mark.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that 
even  in  Lord  Hale's  time,  when  the  commerce  of  England  was 
in  its  infancy,  comparatively,  the  distinction  between  encroach- 
ments upon  navigable  streams  and  actual  obstructions  of  naviga- 
tion was  rendered  indispensable  to  save  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  country  from  positive  destruction.  So,  too,  in  this  coun- 
try, a  rigid  application  of  the  law  of  nuisances  to  encroachments 
upon  navigable  waters,  would  result  in  involving  nearly  every 
seaport  town  in  the  country  in  the  most  serious  disaster.  Accord- 
ing to  the  strict  rules  of  the  common  law,  all  waters  in  which  the 
tide-  ebbs  and  flows  are  navigable  and  public,  but  which  are  really 
of  no  value  for  the  purposes  of  navigation  without  the  expendi- 
ture of  vast  sums  of  money,  and  often  the  exercise  of  the  highest 
skill  and  most  persistent  industry.  The  waters  of  the  sea  under 
the  throes  of  the  tides  are  often  sent  for  considerable  distances 
over  the  low,  marshy  lands  that  are  upon  its  borders,  but  recede 
again  With  the  tide,  and  practically,  can  be  said  to  form  no  part  of 
the  sea  itself,  and  are  of  no  value  to,  but  generally,  are  really  a  detri- 
ment to  navigation.  These  lands  by  the  common  law  are  regarded 
as  a  part  of  the  sea  itself,  and  navigable,  so  that  their  appropriation 
for  any  purpose  that  in  any  measure,  even  slightly,  interfered 
with  the  flow  of  water  there,  would  be  regarded  as  a  public  nui- 
sance. But,  practically,  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  the 
reclaiming  of  these  lands  by  individuals,  and  their  appropriation 
for  private  purposes  by  the  erection  of  embankments  that  confine 
the  waters  within  proper  limits,  are  really  an  advantage  to  the 
public,  and  greatly  enhance  the  interests  and  convenience  of  navi- 
gation by  providing  suitable  and  safe  landing  places  and  wharves 
for  the  loading  and  unloading  of  vessels,  and  the  laying  out  of 
new  streets  and  thoroughfares  for  the  accommodation  and  advan- 
tage of  commerce. 

Sec.  93.  A  very  large  portion  of  many  of  our  seaport  towns  is 
built  upon  land  thus  reclaimed  from  the  sea.     Many  of  our  best 
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harbors  have  been  made  so  by  the  enterprise  of  individuals  in  the 
construction  of  strong  embankments  in  the  very  heart  of  these 
^^  wastes,''^  and  rendering  them  strong  and  secure  by  tilling  the 
void  behind  them  with  acres  of  firm,  hard  soil,  upon  which  busy 
streets  lined  with  warehouses,  and  thousands  of  avenues  for  trade 
and  commerce  are  erected,  and  thus  not  only  really  enhancing 
the  advantages  of    navigation  by  providing    suitable    channels 
therefor,  but  also  by  providing  wharves  and  easy  access  to  the 
vessels  that  seek  the  port.     In  Pollard's  Lesees  v.  Hagan,   3 
How.  U.  S.  212,  Catron,  J.,  in  commenting   upon    this  subject, 
says :  "  It  is  a  practical  truth  that  the  mud  flats  in  the  delta  of 
the  Mississippi  and  around  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  formed  of  rich 
deposits,  have  no  connection  with  navigation,  but  obstruct  it,  and 
must  be  reclaimed  for  the  furtherance  of  navigation.     This  is 
well  illustrated  by  the  recent  history  of  Mobile.  When  the  act  of 
1824:  was  passed,  giving  to  the  corporation  the  front  of  the  city, 
it  was  excluded  from  the  navigable  channel  of  the  river  by  a  mud 
flat,  slightly  covered  with  water  at  high  tide,  of  perhaps  a  thou- 
sand feet  wide.     This  had  to  be  filled  up  before  the  city  could 
prosper,  and,  of  course,  by  individual  enterprise,  as  the  vacant 
space,  as  was  apparent,  must  become  city  property  ;  and  it  is  now 
formed  into  squares  and  streets,  having  wharves  and  warehouses. 
The  squares  are  built  up,  and  the  fact  that  that  part  of  the  city 
stands  on  land  once  subject  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide  ,will 
soon  be  a  matter  of  history.   At  New  Orleans  and  most  other  places 
fronting  rivers  where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows,  as  well  as  on  the 
ocean  and  great  lakes,  navigation  is  facilitated  by  similar  means. 
Without  their  employment  few  city  fronts  could  be  formed  at 
all  adapted  to  navigation  and  trade."     So,  too,  in  Boston,  many 
of  its  most  important  commercial  streets  are  built  upon  lands 
thus  made,  and  its  railroads  are  constructed  and  run  in  various 
directions  over  lands  washed  by  the  waters  of   the  sea,   until 
reclaimed  by  the  enterprise  of  individuals  and  corporations. 

Sec,  94.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  law  has  been  compelled 
to  yield  somewhat  to  the  stern  necessities  of  communities,  and  to 
provide  an  avenue  of  escape  from  positive  destruction  of  those 
ports  which  have  encroached  upon  the  sea,  but  ha^e  not  actually 

13 
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obstructed  the  navigation  thereof.  This  avenue  of  escape  has 
been  furnished  by  classing  such  encroachments  under  the  head  of 
jpurpresUtres,  and  recognizing  a  broad  distinction  between  them 
and  actual  obstructions  to  navigation.  The  same  distinction  is 
recognized  by  the  civil  law/  and  any  person  is  allowed  to  improve, 
repair  and  strengthen  the  banks  of  the  sea,  provided  navigation 
is  not  thereby  impeded.  If  a  person  tills  in  upon  the  borders  of 
the  sea  and  makes  land  there,  any  one  who  is  thereby  injured^ 
may  have  the  interdictum  utile  i  but  if  no  injury  is  inflicted,  he 
who  builds  upon  the  sea  shore,  or  converts  its  waste  marshes  into 
te7'ra  Ji/rma,  is  protected  and  upheld  in  his  enterprise.  By  the 
common  law  the  title  to  the  soil  of  the  sea  in  England  is  in 
the  king,  and,  in  this  country,  in  the  State,  so  that  all  persons 
who  reclaim  tide-waters  do  so  as  intruders,  and  are  at  the  peril 
of  being  dispossessed  by  writs  of  intrusion.  But  in  this  age 
of  enlightenment  citizens  can  safely  rely  on  the  forbearance  of 
the  government  against  molestation  when,  by  their  industry  and 
enterprise,  they  have  done  that  which  redounds  to  the  public 
good,  even  though  they  have  technically  trespassed  upon  public 
rights.  But  if  these  acts  result  in  obstructing  navigation  even 
slio:htly,  it  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  liable  to  indictment  and 
abatement  as  such.  But  as  to  whether  such  an  encroachment  is 
a  nuisance,  is  always  a  question  of  fact  to  be  determined  by  the 
jury,  and  not  a  question  of  law."  Where  there  is  an  actual 
obstruction  of  navigation,  it  is  no  defense  that  the  encroachment 
complained  of  is  really  a  public  benefit,  or  that  it  serves  a  useful 
end  in  furthering  the  interests  of  navigation.  But  a  slight, 
uncertain  injury  to  navigation,  depending  upon  contingencies 
which  may  or  may  not  occur,  is  not  regarded  as  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain an  indictment.' 

Sec.  95.  In  Rex  v.  Russell,  6  B.  &  C.  566,  the  defendant  was 
indicted  for  erecting  coal  staiths  in  the  river  Medina.  The  staiths 
were  erected  under  a  license  from  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of 
Newcastle,  in  whom  the  crown  had  vested  the  right  of  conser- 
vation.     The  defendant  set  up  this  license  in  defense  of  the 

1  Digest,  L.  43,  t.  15,  §  1.  »  Rex  v.  Ward,  4  Ad.  &  El  384. 

"  Hale's  Be  Jure  Maris,  Harg.  Tracts, 
85. 
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indictment.      But  the  court   held  that  the   license   aiforded  no 
protection  when  the  act  done  under  it  amounted  to  a  nuisance. 

Sec.  96  While  the  crown  has  the  right  of  property,  and  of 
conservation  of  a  navigable  stream,  and  may  transfer  and  separ- 
ate them,  and  confer  the  right  of  conservation  on  a  city  within 
the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  yet  this  does  not  confer  upon  the  city 
the  title  to  the  soil  of  the  river,  and  even  if  it  did,  neither  the 
ownership  of  the  soil  nor  the  license  of  conservation  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  legalize  an  erection  that  in  any  measure  impedes  navi- 
gation.' ^Neither  would  the  fact  that  the  erection  complained  of 
really  benefited  navigation  by  providing  a  deeper  and  better 
channel,  so  that  vessels  of  heavier  draft  could  come  into  the  har- 
bor be  of  any  avail  by  way  of  defense.' 

Sec.  97.  This  doctrine,  as  to  the  division  of  public  rights  in 
navigable  streams  and  the  right  of  conservation,  has  been  fre- 
quently recognized  by  the  courts  of  this  country,  and  is  of  the 
highest  practical  advantage  and  importance  to  the  people  and  its 
business  interests.  Most  of  the  great  public  improvements  made 
in  our  seaport  towns  and  upon  the  banks  of  our  navigable  lakes 
and  streams,  are  the  result  of  individual  effort  and  enterprise. 
Il'  such  improvements  were  dependent  upon  the  action  of  the 
government,  great  delay  and  embarrassment  would  result,  and 
the  growth  and  development  of  towns  and  cities  would  be 
greatly  retarded.  But,  with  the  power  in  the  State  to  permit 
individuals  and  corporations  to  make  these  improvements,  this 
difficulty  is  obviated,  and  individual  effort  and  enterprise  accom- 
plishes in  a  brief  time  that  which  might  otherwise  be  delayed 
for  indefinite  periods,  to  the  serious  loss  not  only  of  communi- 
ties, but  the  entire  country. 

In  United  States  v.  Fanning,^  Morris,  348,  it  was  held  that 
the  State  might  grant  an  individual  a  right  of  ferry  over  the 

'  Rex  V.  Russell,  4  Ad.  &  El.   384 ;  395 ;   2   Wall.  (U.   S.)   403  ;  Works  v. 

Regina  v.  Randall,  1  C.  &  M.  496.  Junction  Railroad,  5  McL.  (U.  S.)  425  ; 

'  Rex  V.  Russell,  6    Ad.  &  El.  143  ;  Jolly  c.  Terra  Haute  Br.  Co.,  6  id.  237 ; 

Rex  V.  Lord  Grovernor,  2  Starkie,  511 ;  Atkinson  v.    Philadelphia   and   Tren- 

Folkes  V.   Chad,   3    Doug.   340;    Res-  ton   R.   R.   Co.,  14   Haz.   10;    Colum- 

pablicac.  Caldwell,  1  Dallas  (U.S.),  150  bus  Insurance  Co.  ■o  Curtinas,  6  McL. 

*  See  also  U.  S.   v.   Bedford  Bridge  (U.  S.)  209  ;  Avery  v.  Fox,  1  Abb.  (C. 

Co.,  1  W.  &  M.  (U.  S.)  412  ;  Silliman  v.  C.    U.    S.j   246  ;  Northwestern   Union 

Hudson  River  B.  Co.,  4  Bl.  (U.  S.  C.  C.)  Packet  Co.  v.  Allen,  7  Am.  L.  R.  752. 
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Mississippi  river,  but  that  it  could  not  grant  a  right  that  would 
result  in  the  ol)struction  of  navigation. 

In  Woodman  v.  Kilhurn  Manufacturing  Co.,  1  Abb.  (U.  S.  C. 
C.)  158,  it  was  held  that  a  State  might  authorize  an  individual  or 
corporation  to  divert  a  portion  of  the  waters  of  a  navigable 
stream,  but  not  when  such  diversion  would  impede  or  injure  the 
navigability  of  the  stream. 

In  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  v.  Peoria  Bridge  Assroiation,  6  McL. 
(U.  S.)  YO,  it  was  held  that  the  State  might  authorize  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  a  navigable  stream,  but  that  the  State  has 
the  power  to  revoke  the  authority  if  it  operates  as  an  obstruction 
to  navigation,  and  when  the  obstruction  created  by  the  bridge 
overbalances  the  benefits  derived  therefrom  by  the  public,  the 
United  States  courts  will  restrain  its  maintenance.' 

A  State  has  no  right  to  grant  authority  that  will  obstruct 
and  impede  navigation  to  an  essential  degree,  even  though  it  be 
only  of  a  tributary  merely  to  a  great  navigable  river.' 

While,  at  the  close  of  the  revolution,  the  people  of  each 
State,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  acquired  the  absolute  right 
to  all  navigable  waters  and  the  soil  under  them,*  yet  where  the 
State  has  permitted  a  use  of  navigable  waters  connecting  two 
States  that  interferes  with  navigation,  the  general  government, 
under  the  power  given  it  by  the  Constitution  to  regulate  com- 
merce between  the  States,  may  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the 
waters,  and  procure  an  abatement  of  such  obstructions.*  But  in 
order  to  warrant  the  intervention  of  the  government,  the  obstruc- 
tion must  be  of  such  a  character  that  the  injury  resulting  from  it 
overrides  the  benefits  accruing  to  the  public  therefrom.*  Thus 
it  will  be  seen  that,  while  the  State  may  tolerate  purprestures,  it 
cannot  license  or  protect  an  actual  public  nuisance  upon  its  navi- 
gable streams. 

Wharves   and    piers   may   be   erected  even  below  low- water 

'  Devoe  B.Penrose  Ferry  Bridge  Co.,  *  The    Daniel   Ball,    10    Wall.    (U. 

3  Am.  L.  R.  19.  S.)   557  ;    The   Montello,   11   id.   411 ; 

«  Jolly  V.  Terra  Haute  Br.  Co.,  6  McL.  Avery  v.  Fox.  1  Abb.  (U.  S.  C.  C.)  246  ; 

(U.  S.)  237  ;  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  v.  Cur-  Jolly  v.  Terra  Haute  Br.  Co.,  6  McL. 

tinas,  6  McL.  207.  (U.  S.)  237  ;  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  «.  Cur- 

3  Martm  v.  Waddell,  16  Pet.  (U.  S.)  tinas,  id.  207. 

30  ;  Russell  ®.  Jersey  Co.,  15  How.  (U.  '  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  v.  Peoria  Bridge 

S . )  426  ;  Bennett «.  Baggs,  Baldwin  (U.  Co. ,  id .  370 . 
S.),  60. 
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mark  where  thej  do  not  obstruct  navigation,  but  they  are  pur- 
prestures,  and  may  be  taken  by  the  State  or  enjoined,  in  its 
discretion,  or  the  builder  may  be  permitted  to  use  it.*  In 
Massachusetts,  by  the  ordinance  1641,  the  common  law  was 
altered  as  to  that  colony  so  that  all  proprietors  adjoining 
the  sea  were  vested  with  the  title  to  the  soil  to  low-water 
mark,  where  the  tide  did  not  ebb  and  flow  to  a  distance  of 
more  than  one  hundred  rods  from  high- water  mark,  but  not  beyond 
that  distance,  where  the  tide  ebbed  beyond  that  point."  This  ordi- 
nance was  afterward  annulled,  but  the  courts  have  ever  since 
upheld  the  right  as  a  usage  having  all  the  force  of  a  local  common 
law.'  And  this  ordinance  has  been  assumed  and  acted  upon  as  a 
settled  rule  in  Maine  as  well  as  in  Massachusetts.''  So,  too,  in 
these  States,  under  this  ordinance  and  the  usage  that  has  grown 
up  under  it,  it  is  the  ebb  of  4:he  tide,  where,  from  natural  causes, 
it  ebbs  the  lowest,  and  not  the  average  or  common  tide,  which  is 
to  be  taken  as  low-water  mark.*  I  have  referred  to  this  local 
custom,  or  rather  common  law,  in  these  States,  in  this  place,  not 
so  much  because  it  is  germain  to  this  subject,  but  in  order  that 
the  reader,  in  examining  authorities  upon  these  questions  in  those 
States,  might  do  it  understandingly.  In  Connecticut,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhode  Island  and  New  Jersey  similar  local  customs  exist^ 
under  which  the  courts  have  upheld  the  rights  of  riparian  owners 
to  wharf  out  to  low-water  mark,'  and  it  seems  that  in  Rhode 
Island  this  right  existed  by  virtue  of  an  act  passed  in  1707  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  which  is  among  the  State  records,  and  the 
existence  of  which  was  not  generally  known.  Augell,  in  his 
work  on  Tide  Waters,  p.  237,  gives  the  act  in  full.  But  the  rights 
of  riparian  owners  to  build  wharves  and  otherwise  intermeddle 
with  navigable  streams,  is  fully  discussed  in  the  chapter  on  Navi- 
gable Streams,  and  we  will  pursue  the  matter  no  farther  here. 

'Eden   on   Inj  unctions,  260  ;    Com-  Lapish  ■c.  Bangor  Bank,  8  Greenl.  (Me.) 

monwealth  «.  Crowningsliield,  3  Dane's  85  ;  Emerson  «.  Taylor,  9  id.  43. 
Abr.  697.  ^  Stover  r.  Freeman,  1  Mass.   331 ; 

*  Gray  ®.  Bartlett,  30  Pick.  (Mass.)  Sparhawk  o.  Bullard,  1  Mete.  (Mass.) 
186  ;  Storer  v.  Freeman,  6  Mass.  435.  95  ;  Angell  on  Tide  Waters,  326,  337. 

2  Sale  t).  Pratt,  19  Pick.  (Mass.)  191s;  *  Chapman  b.  Kimball,  9  Conn.  168 : 

Austin  «.  Carter,  1  Mass.  331  ;  Barker  East  Haven  v.  Hemingway,  7  id.  186 ; 

e  Bates  19  Pick.  (Mass.)  355  ;  Common-  Hart   'o.    Hill,   1   "^Vliart.  (Penn.)  131  ; 

wealth    t)     Cliarlestown,    1    id.    186;  Ball  ?;.  Slack,  3  id.  539 ;  Commonwealth 

Angell  on  Tide  Waters,  335,  336.  v.  Shaw,  14  Tr.  R.  (Penn.)  13  ;  Martin 

*  Moore  «.  Griflan,  9  Shep.  (Me.)  350 ;  «.  Waddell. 
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CHAPTER  FOUETH. 

PEIVATE  NUISANCES. 

Sec.    98,  99.  Right  of  dominion  in  owner  of  the  soil. 

100.  Overhanging  another's  land,  a  nuisance. 

101.  No  actual  dam.age  necessary  to  sustain  an  action. 

102.  Ejectment  will  not  lie  against  person  making  the  erection. 

103.  Such  nuisance  may  be  abated  before  damage  is  done,  but  see  distinc- 

tion in  Norrice  v.  Baker. 

104.  Generally  nuisance  cannot  be  abated  until  it  actually  exists.    Ex- 

ceptions to  the  rule. 

105.  Trespass  will  not  lie.     Reynolds  v.  Clark. 

106.  Such  erections  are  injuries  to  the  right  of  another. 

107.  108.  A  person  making  erection  on  the  line  of  his  land  is  bound  to 

keep  the  water,  snow  and  ice  from  falling  on  another's  land. 

109.  Rule  in  Thomas  v.  Kenyon. 

110.  Kind  of  projections  that  create  nuisances. 

111.  Rule  in  Lonsdale  v.  Nelson. 

112.  Trees  whose  branches  project  over  another's  land,  nuisances,  when. 

113.  Insecure  building  a  nuisance. 

114.  Duty  of  owners  as  to  gutters,  etc. 

115.  Duty  as  to  dangerous  uses  of  property. 

116.  Liability  for  escape  of  water  brought  upon  one's  premises. 

117.  Liability  for  insufficient  drains. 

118.  Rule  as  to  cesspools,  sewers,  etc.     Alston  v.  Grant. 

119.  Distinction  between  natural  and  artificial  causes  of  injury. 

120.  Liability  for  setting  back  water  by  dam  or  otherwise. 

121.  Person  not  bound  to  drain  his  land. 

122.  House  owner  is  bound  to  prevent  inj  ury  to  his  neighbor  by  reason  of 

his  erection. 

123.  Rule  in  Wilson  v.  City  of  New  Bedford. 

124.  Rule  in  Fletcher  v.  Rylands. 

125.  Rule  as  to  occupants  of  different  floors  of  the  same  building.    Ross 

V.  Fedden. 

126.  Liability  of  landlord  to  tenant  for  nuisances. 

127.  Vis  major.     Carstairs  v.  Taylor. 

128.  129.  Distinction  between  acts  which  may  and  those  which  mu8t  pro 

duce  injury  to  others. 

130.  Rule  in  Rockwood  v.  Wilson. 

131.  Rule  in  Cahill  v.  Eastman. 

132.  When  question  of  negligence  is  material. 

133.  Rule  in  Phinzey  v.  The  City  of  Augusta. 

134.  Liability  of  mine  owner.  '    - 

135.  Restrictions  upon  one's  use  of  his  premises. 
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Sec.  136.  Spring  guns  in  dwellings  or  stores. 

137.  Liabiliy  as  to  walks  or  paths  on  one's  premises. 

138.  Liabilitv  for  non-repair  of  fences. 

139.  Liability  of  landlord  to  tenant  when  no  covenant  to  repair. 

140.  141.  Who  liable  for  maintaining  ruinous  house. 

142.  Dangerous  occupations,  and  keeping  explosive  or  highly  combustible 

articles,  when  a  nuisance. 

143.  Nuisances  arising  from  force  or  fraud. 

144.  Rule  in  Grady  v.  Walsner. 

145.  Negligent  acts  creating  nuisances. 

146.  Same  continued. 

147.  Negligence  in  suffering  dangerous  animals  to  go  at  large. 

148.  Diseased  animals,  when  nuisances. 

149.  150.  Negligence  as  to  fire. 

151.  Rule  in  League  v.  Journey. 

152,  153.  Ancient  lights  and  private  ways. 

Sec.  98.  The  right  of  every  person  to  exercise  full  dominion 
over  his  own  land,  to  the  exclusion  of  every  one  else,  is  among 
the  earliest  rights  recognized  by  the  courts.  This  is  understood, 
of  course,  subject  to  the  qualification  that  the  exercise  of  this 
right  does  not  conflict  with  the  exercise  of  a  similar  right  by  his 
neighbors,  and  is  not  of  such  a  character  as  to  produce  an  injury 
to  the  legal  rights  of  others.*  This  dominion  extends  not  merely 
over  the  surface  of  the  soil,  but  to  every  thing  beneath  it  and 
every  thiug  above  it.  "  Cujus  est  solum,  ejus  est  usque  ad 
coelwm  "  is  the  maxim  that  expresses  the  right  in  its  full  length 
and  breadth. 

Sec.  99.  Therefore  it  has  been  held  that  the  owner  of  the  soil 
owns  all  minerals  beneath  it,'  all  the  water  with  which  the  soil 
is  charged,'  and  has  the  sole  and  exclusive  property  in  every  thing 
beneath  the  surface  of  the  soil  covered  by  his  title.  And,  while 
he  has  no  exclusive  property  in  the  air,  yet  he  has  the  right  to 
have  it  diffused  over  his  land  free  and  pure  and  uncontaminated 
by  any  foreign  substance,  gases  or  vapors,  that  tend  either  to  the 
destruction  of  property,  health  or   comfort.*     In   other  words, 

1  Barnes  t).  Hathom,  54  Me.  40.  4  B.  &  S.  608  ;  12  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  776 ;  116 

'  Marvin  v.  Brewster   Iron   Ck).,   55  E.  C.  L.  608 ;   Tenant   v.  Hamilton,  7 

N.  Y.  509.  Clark  &  Finnelly,  122 ;  Broadbent  t). 

3  Chasemore  «.  Richards,  2  H.  &  N.  Impl.  Gas  Co.,  4  De  G.  J.  &  S.  211  ; 

515.  Walter  t).  Selfe,  4  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  15 ; 

*  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.  v.  Tipping,  Luscombe  -o.  Steare,  17  L.T.  (N.  S.)  229 : 
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against  all  the  world,  he  has  the  full  and  unqualified  dominion 
over  all  the  space  above  his  lands,  and  every  interference  with 
that  right  is  as  much  a  nuisance,  and  actionable,  as  an  injury 
to  the  soil  itself. 

Sec,  100,  It  is  in  pursuance  of  this  right  of  dominion,  and  in 
recognition  of  it,  that  it  is  held  that  no  person  has  a  right  to 
make  any  erection  upon  his  own  land,  that  projects  over  the  land 
of  his  neighbor.  The  erection  of  a  house  or  building  of  any 
kind  by  one  land  owner,  so  that  the  eaves  thereof  overhang  the 
land  of  another,  is  a  nuisance,  and  an  action  lies  therefor  even 
though  no  special  injury  results  therefrom.' 

Sec.  101.  Thus  in  Fry  v.  Prentice,  14  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  29§,  the 
court  say,  "  that  in  a  declaration  for  an  injury  for  the  erection  of  a 
building  by  an  adjoining  land  owner  so  that  its  eaves  project  over 
the  land  of  another,  it  need  not  be  stated  that  any  special  dam- 
age has  been  done,  for  it  is  an  injury  to  a  right,  and  the  law  will 
presume  that  rain  will  fall,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  reasonable 
time  will  presume  that  it  has  fallen.  This  was  an  action  on  the 
case  for  erecting  a  house  with  a  cornice,  projecting  over  the  lands 
of  the  plaintifE,  by  means  of  which  quantities  of  rain  fell  from 
the  cornice  upon  the  plaintiff's  garden  and  did  damage,  and  by 

Roberts  ■».  Clarke,  18  id.  264 ;  Catlin  -y.  it  would  result  in  establishing  a  right 

Valentine,  9  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  575 ;  to   discharge    the    water    there.      In 

State  v.  McConathy,  11  Mis.  517  ;  Wat-  Clark  ■».  Reynolds,  1  Stra.  634,  it  was 

son    V.    Gas-Light   Co.,  1  N.   C.   262 ;  held,  that  not  only  the  erection  of  a 

Pentland  v.   Henderson,  27  Jur.  241  ;  house  so  that  the  eaves  overhang  the 

Ward  '0.  Lany,  35  id.  408  ;  Simpson  -y.  land  or  house  of  another  ;  but,  also. 

Smith,  8  Sim.  262 ;  Houghton  «.  Bank-  the  putting  up  of  a   spout   so  as   to 

hardt,  3  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  366 ;    Barnes  -o.  convey  the  water  therefrom  into  the 

Ackroyd,  26  id.  622.  lands  of    an  adjoining   owner   is   an 

'  In  Tucker  ■».   Newman,  11  Ad.  &  actionable  nuisance.    Espinasse's  Nisi 

El.  40,  it  was  held  that  the  building  Prius,  vol.  2,  p.  270 ;  Stephen's  Nisi 

of  a  roof  so  as  to  overhang  the  lands  Prius,  vol.  3,  p.  236  ;  Pry  v.  Prentice, 

of  another,  or  the  discharge  of  rain-  14  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  298  ;  Baten's  Case,  9 

water  therefrom  upon  adjoining  lands  Coke,  53  ;  Pickering  «.  Rudd,  2  Eng. 

by  means  of  a  spout  was  an  actionable  Com.  Law,  56  ;  Kenyon  ■».  Hart,  6  B. 

nuisance,  but  the  action  being  in  the  &  S.  249  ;  Aiken  ■».  Benedict,  39  Barb, 

name  of  the  owner  of  the  reversion,  so  (N.  Y.    Sup.    Ct.)   400;    Reynolds   v. 

far  as  the  spout  was  concerned,  Mr.  Clark,  2  Ld.  Raymond,  1399  ;  Sherry 

Justice  Patterson  left  it  for  the  jury  «.  Frecking,  4  Duer  (N.  Y.  Sup.   Ct.), 

to  say  whether  there  was  damage  to  452  ;    Pendruddock's    Case,    9    Coke, 

the  reversion,  instructing  them  that  in  101  ;  Bellows  ».  Sackett,  15  Barb.  (N. 

this  case,  as  in  that  of  Baxter -».  Taylor,  Y.   Sup.  Ct.)   96;   Bowry   «.   Pope,   1 

4  B.  &  Ad.  72,  the  act  was  no  injury  in  Leon,  168  ;  Codman  «.  Evans,  7  Allen 

itself,  but  is  actionable,  as  if  continued  (Mass.),  431. 
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reason  of  which  the  plaintiff  had  been  greatly  annoyed  and 
incommoded  in  the  use  and  possession  of  his  premises.  It  was 
held  by  the  court  that  the  projection  in  itself  loas  a  nuisance 
from  which  the  law  inferred  a  damage,  and  that  the  plaintiff 
could  maintain  his  action  in  respect  to  the  projection  alone,  even 
though  no  rain  had  fallen,  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  con- 
fined to  damage  from  the  rain."  Comyn  in  his  Digest,  vol.  1,  p. 
427,  says  :  "  An  action  upon  the  case  lies  for  a  nuisance  to  the 
habitation  or  estate  of  another ;  as  if  a  man  build  a  house  hang- 
ing over  the  house  of  another,  whereby  the  rain  falls  upon  it,  or 
fixes  a  spout  upon  his  own  house,  whence  the  rain  falls  into  the 
yard  of  another  and  injures  the  foundation  of  his  buildings." 

Sec.  102.  In  Aiken  v.  Benedict,  39  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.) 
400,  which  was  an  action  for  damages  by  reason  of  the  erection 
of  a'  house  by  the  defendant  upon  the  line  of  his  land,  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  eaves  and  gutters  pi'ojected  over  the  laud  of  the 
plaintiff,  it  was  held  that  an  action  for  a  nuisance  would  lie,  but 
that  ejectment^was  not  a  proper  remedy. 

Sec.  103.  In  PendruddocKs  Case,  5  Coke,  101,  the  defendant, 
Pendruddock,  bought  a  house  erected  by  another  person  so  that 
the  eaves  projected  over  the  house  of  one  Henry  Clark,  who  also 
bought  his  house  when  the  eaves  of  the  defendant's  house  pro- 
jected over  the  eaves  thereof  so  that  the  rain  fell  from  the  roof 
of  the  defendant's  house  upon  that  of  the  plaintiff.  The  plain- 
tiff brought  a  '''•  quod  jpermittat'''^  to  prostrate  the  nuisance,  and 
among  other  questions  that  were  passed  upon  by  the  court,  was 
whether  the  plaintiff  might  abate  the  nuisance  before  any  actual 
injury  was  done,  and  Popham,  C.  J.,  held  that  he  might ;  "  for," 
said  he,  "  it  is  reasonable  that  he  should  prevent  the  prejudice 
and  not  stay  until  it  be  done."  So  far  as  the  judgment  of  this 
case  is  concerned  it  was  right,  but  it  must  be  understood,  how- 
ever, as  only  applicable  to  that  class  of  cases  where  the  thing  is  in 
itself  a  nuisance,  and  though  no  damage  has  actually  resulted, 
yet,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  it  is  sure  to  do  so.  It  would 
not  be  applicable  to  an  erection  that  may  or  may  not  become 
a  nuisance.  Thus,  in  J^orrice  v.  Baker,  1  Rolle,  393,  the 
court  held  that  although  the  defendant  was  erecting  a  building 
14 
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which  might  become  a  nuisance  when  completed,  yet  this  would 
not  justify  the  defendant  in  tearing  away  the  scaffolds,  etc.,  used 
in  making  the  building.  "  And,"  said  Coke,  J.,  in  this  case, 
"  So  if  a  person  have  an  intent  to  build  a  wall,  and  lays  the  foun- 
dation, you  cannot  pull  this  down ; "  and  in  the  same  case  in 
illustrating  the  general  doctrine  that  generally  a  nuisance  cannot 
be  removed  by  the  act  of  the  party  or  by  suit  until  it  actually 
becomes  a  nuisance,  he  said :  "  So,  although  boughs  which 
hang  over  another's  land  may  be  cut,  yet,  they  cannot  be  cut  lest 
they  should  hereafter  grow  over." 

Sec.  104.  This  is  the  rule  in  reference  to  all  classes  of  nui- 
sances, except  such  as  are  dangerous  to  life,  or  will  be  productive 
of  irreparable  injury  to  property.  It  cannot  be  abated,  nor  does 
it  become  actionable,  until  it  actually  exists.  The  fact  that  it  is 
being  erected,  and  will  become  so  when  completed,  does  not 
furnish  sufficient  ground  for  an  action  at  law,  consequently  will 
not  -justify  an  abatement  on  the  mere  motion  of  the  party,  for 
no  person  under  any  circumstances  can  abate  a  nuisance,  unless 
he  can  also  maintain  an  action  therefor.  Equity  will  relieve  a 
party  against  a  prospective  nuisance,  where  the  danger  there- 
from is  imminent,  and  where  there  is  no  question  but  the 
thing  will  be  a  nuisance,  and  the  remedy  at  law  is  inadequate ; 
but  a  court  of  law  will  wait  until  the  nuisance  is  actually 
created.* 

Sec.  105.  This  species  of  injury  is  in  the  nature  of  trespass, 
but  an  action  of  trespass  cannot  be  maintained  any  more  than 
ejectment ;  for  although,  as  has  been  previously  stated,  the 
owner  of  the  soil  has  dominion  over  the  space  above  it,  and  any 
interference  therewith  is  unlawful,  yet  this  space  cannot  in  any 
sense  be  regarded  as  land  ;  it  is  immaterial^  and  an  entry  into 
this  void  space,  while  it  interferes  with  the  right  of  the  owner 
of  the  soil,  can  in  no  sense  be  said  to  be  an  invasion  of  the  soil 
m  et  armis.    It  is  purely  an  injury  that  is  the  consequence  of  an 

1  Norrice  v.  Baker,    1     Rolle,  393  ;  Penn.  St.  227 ;  In  Wells  v.  Ody,  1   T. 

Richards  v.  Plienix  Iron  Co.,  7  Am.  &  G.  715,  it  was  held  that  where  an 

Law  Reg.  (N.  S.)  346  (Penn.) ;  Ross  v.  action  is  partly  a  trespass  and  partly 

Butter  19  N.  J.  294  ;   Rhodes  v.  Dun-  case,  either  action  may  be  maintained, 
bar,  7  Am.  Law  Reg.  (N.  S.)  412 ;  58 
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act  done  outside  the  soil  itself,  for  which  case  alone  is  the  proper 
legal  remedy.  This  distinction  is  important  to  be  observed,  for 
the  reason  that  courts  have  sometimes  fallen  into  errors  upon 
this  point  that  are  not  consistent  with  principle,  and  are  subver- 
sive of  the  distinction  between  forms  of  action.  In  Reynolds 
V.  Clark,  2  Ld.  Rayd.  1399,  an  action  of  trespass  was  brought 
against  the  defendant  for  erecting  a  spout  upon  his  own  house 
that  discharged  the  water  accumulating  upon  his  roof  into 
the  plaintiif 's  yard.  The  defendant  justified  upon  the  ground 
that  the  spout  was  necessary  to  carry  away  the  water,  and  that 
it  was  erected  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  the  least  possible  injury. 
It  was  objected  upon  the  trial  that  the  action  was  misconceived. 
That  if  the  injury  was  actionable  at  all,  the  action  should  be 
case,  and  not  trespass.  The  court  were  unanimously  of  the 
opinion  that  the  erection  of  the  spout  and  the  discharge  of  the 
water  upon  the  plaintifi''s  land  was  an  actionable  nuisance,  but 
that  trespass  could  not  be  maintained.  The  injury,  in  order  to 
maintain  trespass,  must  be  the  direct  and  immediate  result  of  a 
forcible  act,  while  for  every  injury  that  is  the  consequence  of  an 
act,  that  is,  indirect,  case  alone  can  be  maintained,  and  that,  as  in 
this  case  the  injury  complained  of  was  not  the  erection  of  the 
spout  upon  the  plaintiff's  land,  but  for  an  injury  resulting  to  the 
plaintiff's  land  from  the  discharge  of  the  water  from  the  spout, 
the  injury  was  purely  consequential.  In  the  case  of  Sherry  v. 
Freching,  4  Duer  (N".  Y.  S.  C),  452,  the  defendant  erected  a 
building  upon  Eighth  street  in  the  city  of  New  York,  upon  a 
lot  adjoining  a  lot  owned  by  the  plaintiff,  and  in  so  doing 
encroached  upon  the  soil  of  the  plaintiff'' s  lot  some  four  or  five 
inches,  and  also  overhung  the  same  with  his  wall  at  the  top  of 
said  building  some  ten  or  twelve  inches.  The  plaintiff  brought 
his  action  under  the  Code  for  the  recovery  of  the  premises,  and 
the  damages  for  its  detention,  being  a  remedy  in  the  nature  of 
the  common-law  action  of  ejectment,  and  in  his  action  sought  to 
recover  not  only  the  soil  actually  encroached  upon,  but  also  the 
space  which  was  overhung  by  the  defendant's  wall.  Upon  the 
trial  of  the  action  at  circuit,  a  verdict  was  rendered  for  the 
plaintiff  for  the  damages  for  withholding  of  the  strip  of  land, 
and  the  injury  to  the  plaintiff's  premises  by  the  overhanging  of 
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the  wall,  and  also  for  a  recovery  of  tlie  premises  as  claimed  in 
the  complaint.  In  the  superior  q,ou7%  upon  exceptions,  the  judg- 
ment was  affirmed  conditionally,  Slosson,  J.,  observing :  "  The 
claim  is  novel,  but  we  do  not  see  why,  if  A  builds  over,  though 
not  upon  B's  land,  B  may  not  have  his  remedy  by  ejectment. 
The  action  is  for  the  recovery  of  real  property,  a  term  which  is 
synonymous  with  '  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments.-  Land, 
it  hardly  need  be  said,  extends  upward  as  well  as  downward,  as 
far  as  the  owner  of  the  subjacent  soil_  may  see  fit  to  extend  it." 
3  Kent,  387.  The  error  of  the  court  is  palpable,  and  doubt- 
less resulted  from  a  hasty  consideration  of  the  case,  and  without 
the  examination  of  any  authorities,  as  none  are  cited  or  referred 
to  in  the  opinion.  Tliis  case  was  directly  and  positively  over- 
ruled in  Aihen  v.  Benedict,  39  Barb.  (K.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  400, 
which  came  before  the  supreme  court  at  general  term  in  1863. 
This  was  an  action  of  ejectment,  brought  to  recover  for  the 
space  overhung  by  the  defendant's  eaves  and  gutters  over 
the  plaintifE's  premises.  The  action  was  brought  npon  the 
authority  of  Sherry  v.  Frecking^  which  was  cited  and  relied 
upon  by  the  plaintiff  on  the  trial.  At  the  circuit  the  judge 
instructed  the  jury  that  an  action  of  ejectment  would'not  lie  for 
an  injury  of  this  character,  and  a  verdict  was  rendered  for  the 
defendant.  At  general  term  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court 
was  affirmed.  Welles,  J.,  delivered  a  very  able  opinion  in  the 
case,  in  which  he  said :  "  The  cases  in  which  this  action  may  be 
brought  are  not  extended  by  the  Code.  If  the  action  can  be 
maintained,  it  must  be  upon  the  law  as  it  stood  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Revised  Statutes.  By  the  common  law,  ejectment 
will  not  lie  for  any  thing  whenever  entry  cannot  be  made,  or  of 
which  the  sheriff  cannot  give  possession."  It  cannot  be  sustained 
for  the  recovery  of  property  which  in  legal  coatemplation  is  not 
tangible.'  The  injury  or  wrong  for  which  the  action  can  be 
maintained  must  in  fact  or  in  law  amount  to  an  ouster  or  dis- 
possession of  the  plaintiff.*  The  general  rule  is  that  ejectment 
will  lie  for  any  thing  attached  to  the  soil,  of  which  the  sheriff 
can  deliver  possession.'    The  plaintiffs  claim  that  the  word  "  land," 

'  Sherry  -p.  Frecking,  4  Duer  (N.  T.        ^4  Bouvier's  Institute,  §  3653. 
B.C.),  452.  *  Id.,  §3655. 

5  3  Crabbe  on  Real  Prop.  710.  ^  Jackson  «.  May,  16  Johns.  (N.T.)  184. 
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in  its  legal  signification,  embraces  not  only  every  thing  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth,  but  also  every  thing  above  and  below  it ;  and 
they  invoke  the  maxim,  ^  cujus  est  solum,  cvjus  est  usque  ad 
coelum  /  '  and  therefore  that  no  man  may  erect  a  building  or  the 
like  to  overhang  another's  land.  That  the  defendant  having 
erected  his  house  so  that  the  eaves  overhung  their  land,  he  has 
unlawfully  taken  possession  of  so  much  of  their  land  as  the  eaves 
occupy  directly  over  the  soil  or  the  surface  of  their  land.  This 
was  undoubtedly  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  plaintiffs,  but 
we  think  ejectment,  or  an  action  to  recover  the  possession  of  real 
estate,  was  not  the  appropriate  remedy.  Of  what  has  the 
defendant  taken  possession  that  belongs  to  the  plaintiff?  Clearly 
nothing  but  an  open  space  of  air  over  the  material  land  of  the 
plaintiff.  How  could  the  sheriff  put  the  plaintiff  in  possession 
of  that  space  ?  It  is  not  perceived  how  that  could  be  done.  If 
it  could  be  done  in  one  case,  it  could  in  every  case,  without 
reference  to  the  locality  of  the  space,  provided  it  be  superincum- 
bent to  the  plaintiff's  soil.  The  books  furnish  but  a  single  case, 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  where  ejectment  was  sus- 
tained under  like  circumstances ;  and  yet,  if  the  action  would 
lie,  it  is  remarkable  that  no  other  case  to  that  effect  has  been 
reported  either  in  this  country  or  England.  The  books,  from 
the  earliest  reports  in  the  English  language,  wherever  the 
common  law  has  prevailed,  down  to  near  the  present  time,  are 
full  of  actions  of  trespass  on  the  case  for  nuisances,  under  cir- 
cumstances similar  in  principle  to  the  present.  The  action  for  a 
nuisance  is  an  effectual  remedy  for  just  such  a  case;  for  if  the 
defendant  should  be  convicted,  the  judgment  would  be  for 
damages  and  an  abatement  of  the  nuisance.  The  case  above 
referred  to  where  ejectment  was  maintained  {Sheri'y  v.  FreoMng^ 
4  Duer,  452),  where  the  wall  of  the  defendant's  house  overhung 
the  plaintiff's  lot,  the  point  appears  by  the  report  of  the  case 
to  have  been  decided  with  little  or  no  consideration,  and  without 
referring  to  a  single  authority  to  show  that  ejectment  would  lie. 

Sec.  106,  As  has  been  previously  stated,  where  the  erection 

,  actually  projects  over  the  lands  of  another,  an  action  lies  without 

any  special  damage.     It  is  an  injury  to    a   right,  and,  in   the 
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language  of  Lord  Holt  in  Ashhy  v.  White,  Ld.  Rayd.  988, 
"  every  injury  to  a  right  imports  a  damage  of  itself.'*  The  land 
owner  has  the  right  to  control  the  space  covered  by  the  eaves  of 
his  neighbor's  building,  and,  if  he  was  compelled  to  wait  until 
actual  pecuniary  damages  had  resulted  to  him  from  the  erection? 
his  neighbor  might,  by  lapse  of  time  and  adverse  enjoyment, 
acquire  the  right  to  have  his  eaves  project  there,  and  thus  to  that 
extent  impose  a  servitude  upon  the  adjoining  estate.' 

Sec.  lOY.  Not  only  is  it  unlawful  and  an  actionable  nuisance 
to  erect  a  house  or  other  building  so  that  the  eaves  thereof 
actually  project  over  the  adjoining  land,  but  it  is  also  equally  a 
nuisance  to  make  an  erection  thereof  so  near  to  another's  land 
that  the  rain  or  snow  falling  upon  the  eaves  is  discharged  upon 
the  adjoining  land ;  and  in  this  instance  also  an  action  may  be 
maintained,  but  only  for  the  special  damage.  In  the  first 
instance,  the  party  injured  may  at  his  election  cut  off  all  that  por- 
tion of  the  eaves  that  project  over  his  land,  and  thus  of  his  own 
motion  abate  the  nuisance ;  or  he  may  bring  his  action  for  the 
damao-es  and  also  for  an  abatement  of  the  nuisance ;  but  in  the 
last  instance  named  he  would  not  be  justified  in  abating  the 
nuisance  until  he  had  suffered  special  injury  therefrom ;  for  if  no 
rain  falls,  no  injury  is  done,  and  no  right  is  acquired  on  the  one 
hand,  or  injury  sustained  on  the  other,  by  the  maintenance  of  the 
erection.  But  if  rain  is  actually  discharged  upon  the  adjoining 
land  from  the  building,  or  if  it  is  conducted  from  the  building 
by  eavetroughs  and  a  spout,  and  then  discharged  upon  the  adjoin- 
ing land,  or  the  land  of  the  owner  of  the  building,  and  from  thence 
runs  upon  the  adjoining  land  in  greater  quantity  and  volume 
than  it  otherwise  would,  an  action  lies  for  the  injury  and  also  for 
an  abatement  of  the  nuisance.  But  it  would  not  be  safe  for  a 
person  injured  in  this  manner  to  interfere  with  the  building, 
because  the  nuisance  consists  purely  in  the  discharge  of  the 
water,  either  in  its  natural  state  or  congealed  into  ice  and  snow, 
upon  his  land,  and  the  evil  might  be  remedied  by  the  wrong-doer 
by  the  employment  of  proper   appliances,  without   the  actual 

•  Wright  V.  Williams,  1  M.  &  W.  77  ;    Ashley    v.  Ashley,    6    Cush.    (Mass.) 
Carlyon  v.  Lovering,  1  H.  &  N.  784 ;    70. 
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removal  or  destruction  of  the  building.  But  in  such  cases  the 
most  prudent,  and  indeed  the  only  safe  course  to  pursue,  is  to 
bring  an  action  for  the  damages  and  an  abatement  of  the 
nuisance  by  the  courts.' 

Sec.  108.  Although  a  person  may  do  any  act  upon  his  own  land, 
and  make  any  erections  there  which  do  not  violate  the  rights  of 
his  neighbor,  and  to  this  extent  has  full  dominion  over  his  prem- 
ises, and  their  uses,  yet  he  has  no  right  to  make  any  erection 
there,  the  consequence  of  which  is  an  invasion  of  a  legal  right 
of  his  neighbor,  and  if  he  does  make  such  a  use  of  his  property, 
he  does  it  at  his  peril,  and  no  degree  of  care  or  skill  on  his  part 
exercised  to  prevent  injury,  will  be  of  any  avail  to  him  as  a 
defense,  if  injury  actually  results  from  the  act."  The  act  being 
of  a  character  that  may  create  a  nuisance,  he  is  liable  for  all  the 
injurious  consequences  that  flow  therefrom ;  but  no  action  can 
be  maintained  except  in  cases  where  there  is  imminent  danger  to 
the  lives,  or  if  irreparable  injury  to  the  property  of  others,  until 
actual  damage  has  resulted  therefrom.  Therefore,  while  a  per- 
son may  erect  a  building  upon  the  line  of  his  land,  yet  he  is 
bound  at  his  peril  to  do  it  in  such  a  manner  that  the  water,  or 
snow  and  ice  from  its  roof  shall  not  fall  upon  his  neighbor's 
land,  or  even  upon  his  own,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  escape  upon 
his  neighbor's  land  in  larger  quantities  or  greater  volume  than 
would  go  there  if  no  erection  had  been  made.' 

Sec.  109.  As  illustrative  of  the  doctrine  of  the  preceding  sec- 
tion, and  of  the  liabilities  of  adjoining  land  owners  for  injuries 
resulting  from  water,  in  consequence  of  some  unwarrantable  act 
of  one  of  them,  the  case  of  Thomas  v.  Kenyon,  1  Daly  (N.  T. 
C  P.),  132,  is  directly  in    point.     The  action  was  brought  to 

'  Shipley  «.    The   Fifty   Associates,  Eschq.  263 ;  Gordon  v.  Vestry  of  St. 

106  Mass.  104 ;  8  Am.  Rep.  318  ;  Ship-  James,  13  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  511  ;  Phinzey  v. 

ley  v.  The  Fifty  Associates,  101  Mass.  Augusta,  47  Ga.  263  ;    Wilson  v.  New 

251;    3    Am.    Rep.   346;    Rylands  «.  Bedford,  108  Mass.  261 ;  11  Am.  Rep. 

Fletcher,  3  H.  L.  C.  330;  Bellows  v.  252;  Cahill  v.  Eastman,  18  Minn.  324; 

Sackett,  15  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  96  ;  Mar-  10  Am.  Rep.  184. 

tin  V.  Simpson,  6  Allen  (Mass.),  102;        ^  Bellows  «.  Sackett,  15  Barb.  (N.T. 

Ball  V.  Nye,  99  Mass.  582  ;  Washburne  S.  C.)  96  ;  Smith  v.  Fletcher,  Exchq., 

on  Easements,  390.  June,  1872  ;  Shipley  «.  Fifty  Associates, 

» Tremain  v.  Cohoes    Co.,   1  N.  T.  106  Mass.  104. 
163;  Fletcher    t.    Rylands,  1    L.   R. 
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recover  for  injuries  done  to  the  plaintiff's  premises  by  water 
which  flowed  upon  his  lot  from  the  defendant's  premises,  where  the 
defendant's  ground  was  higher  than  the  plaintiff 's,  and  its  natural 
slope  was  such  that  the  water  arising  from  natural  causes  beyond, 
and  following  the  natural  declivity  of  the  ground,  flowed  into  and 
collected  in  a  hollow  on  the  defendant's  lot,  directly  adjoining 
the  plaintiff's  house.  It  appeared  that  at  the  time  when  the 
plaintiff  purchased  his  lot  there  was  a  drain  and  culvert  which 
carried  the  water  off  from  the  defendant's  lot,  but  that  before  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  and  before  the  cause  thereof  orig 
inated,  this  drain  and  culvert  had  been  cut  off'  and  closed  up  by 
the  owners  of  the  lots  through  which  it  flowed,  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  this,  the  water  was  thrown  back  upon  the  defend- 
ant's lot,  and  from  thence  flowed  directly  upon  the  plaintiff's  lot. 
It  appeared  that  both  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  had  built  sheds 
or  buildings  which  threw  the  water  on  the  roofs  into  the  defend- 
ant's lot,  and  that  the  water  thus  collected  on  the  defendant's 
lot  from  all  these  causes,  flowed  into  the  plaintiff's  lot,  and 
frequently  submerged  the  basement  of  his  house,  and  also  washed 
away  a  part  of  its  foundation.  It  was  held  by  the  court  upon 
this  state  of  facts  that,  although  the  defendant  was  not  liable  for 
the  effect  produced  by  water  flowing  over  his  ground  toward  the 
plaintift's  lot  in  consequence  of  the  natural  formation  of  the  soil, 
yet,  it  appearing  that  the  body  of  the  water  on  the  defendant's 
lot  was  greatly  augmented  by  the  cutting  off  of  the  drain  and 
the  culvert,  and  the  filling  in  of  the  adjacent  sunken  lots  by  their 
owners,  the  obligation  was  imposed  upon  the  defendant  in  respect 
to  his  lot,  to  adopt  means  to  prevent  the  water  from  collecting 
and  remaining  upon  his  premises,  and  that,  although  the  pitch 
of  the  plaintiff's  roof  increased  the  body  of  the  water,  yet  this 
would  not  prevent  him  from  maintaining  an  action  and  recovering 
for  the  injury  sustained  by  means  of  the  defendant's  erections.' 

Sec.  110.  It  may  be  understood  that  any  erection   upon  one 
man's  land,  that  projects  over  the  land  of  another,  as  well  as  any 

1  Thurston  v.    St.   Josephs,   51  Mo.  Case,  5  Coke,  101  ;  Kenyon  v.  Hart,  6 

510  ;  Reynolds  v.  Clark,  1   Stra.  634 ;  B.  &  S.   249 ;   Aikin  «.   Benedict,   39 

Pickering  v.  Rudd,2  E.  C.  L.  56  ;  Bow-  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  400;  Fry  v.  Pren- 

ry  «.  Pope,  1  Leon,  168 ;  Pendruddock's  tice,  14  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  498. 
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tree  whose  branches  thus  project,  or  any  thing  that  interferes 
with  the  rights  of  an  adjoining  owner,  is  an  actionable  nuisance. 
Thus  a  bow-window  that  projects,  a  cornice,  stoop,  portico,  or 
any  thing  that  may  be  regarded  as  an  invasion  in  any  degree 
interfering  with  the  rights  of  the  owner  of  the  soil  may  be 
reo-arded  as  a  nuisance  and  actionable,  to  the  same  extent  as 
though  it  was  an  actual  invasion  of  the  soil.' 

Sec.  111.  In  the  case  of  The  Earl  of  Lonsdale  v.  Nelson,  2 
B.  &  C.  311,  Mr.  Justice  Best  said :  "  Nuisances  by  an  act  of 
commission  are  committed  in  defiance  of  those  whom  such 
nuisances  injure,  and  the  injured  party  may  abate  them  without 
notice  to  the  party  who  committed  them,  but  nuisances  from 
omission  may  not  be  thus  abated,  except  it  be  to  cut  the  branches 
of  trees  which  overhang  the  public  road,  or  the  private  property 
of  the  person  who  cuts  them.  The  permitting  th|  branches  of 
these  trees  to  extend  so  far  beyond  the  soil  of  the  owner  of  the 
trees  is  an  unequivocal  act  of  negligence.  The  security  of  lives 
and  property  may  sometimes  require  so  speedy  a  remedy  as 
not  to  allow  time  to  call  on  the  person  on  whose  property 
the  mischief  has  arisen  to  remedy  it;  in  such  cases  a  person 
would  be  justified  in  abating  a  nuisance  from  omission  without 
notice.  In  all  other  cases  of  such  nuisances  persons  should  not 
take  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  but  follow  the  advice  of 
Lord  Hale  and  appeal  to  a  court  of  justice." 

Sec.  112.  Trees  whose  branches  extend  over  the  land  of  another 
are  not  nuisances,  except  to  the  extent  to  which  the  branches 
overhang  the  adjoining  land.  To  that  extent  they  are  nuisances, 
and  the  person  over  whose  land  they  extend,  may  cut  them  ofi, 
or  have  his  action  for  damages,  and  an  abatement  of  the  nuisance 
against  the  owner  or  occupant  of  the  land  on  which  they  grow, 
but  he  may  not  cut  down  the  tree,  neither  can  he  cut  the 
branches  thereof  beyond  the  extent  to  which  they  overhang  his 
soil.^ 

'  Com.  ■».  Blaisdell,  107  Mass.  234  ;  of  a  tree,  and  sucli  a  permissive  act  is 

Com.  v.  McDonald,  16  S.  &  R.  (Penn.)  a  nuisance,  yet,  if  the  branches  of  a 

390.  fruit  tree  which  grows  on  the  land  of 

^  While   a  man  may  not  overhang  A  overhangs  the  land  of  B,  B  has  no 

another's  land  even  with  the  branches  property  in  the  fruit,  neither  can  A 

15 
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Sec.  113.  While  a  man  has  a  right  to  follow  his  own  tastes 
and  inclinations  as  to  the  style  and  character  of  the  building  that 
he  will  erect  upon  his  own  land,  yet  he  has  no  right  to  erect  and 
maintain  there,  a  building  that  is  dangerous,  by  reason  of  the 
materials  used  in,  or  the  manner  of  its  construction,  or  that  is  in 
a  ruinous  condition  and  liable  to  fall  and  do  injury  to  an  adjoin- 
ing owner  or  the  public.  Such  a  building  on  a  public  street  is  a 
public  nuisance,  and  is  a  private  nuisance  to  those  owning  prop- 
erty adjoining  it;  and  if  the  building  falls  and  inflicts  injury 
upon  the  adjoining  owners  or  their  property,  or  to  any  one  who 
is  lawfully  in  its  vicinity,  the  owner  is  liable  for  all  the  conse- 
quences that  ensue  therefrom.' 

Sec.  114.  Although  buildings  are  necessary  for  the  habita- 
tions of  men,  and  essential  for  all  the  various  uses  of  busi- 
ness, yet  the  owners  of  them  are  called  upon  to  exercise  the 
highest  degree  of  care  to  prevent  their  becoming  a  nuisance 
to  others.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  owner  or  occupant  of  a  building 
to  keep  the  gutters  and  other  appliances  for  the  discharge  of  the 
water  from  the  roof  of  his  buildings  in  proper  repair  and  condi- 
tion to  carry  off  the  water  that  collects  there,  and  he  is  bound  to 
have  them  of  sufficient  capacity  to  discharge  the  water  that  may 
fall,  even  in  an  extraordinary  storm,  and  he  is  bound  at  his 
peril  to  keep  his  gutters  and  escape  pipes  in  proper  repair ; 
and  if,  from  any  cause,  or  cause  that  could  have  been  prevented 
by  the  exercise  of  human  foresight,  the  gutters  and  pipes  fail 
to  carry  off  the  water  from  his  roof,  whereby  the  building  of 
an  adjoining  owner  or  occupant  is  flooded  and  his  property  is 
damaged,  he  is  liable  for  all  the  consequences  that  result  from 
such  defects." 

Sec.  115.  Every  person  who,  for  his  own  profit  or  advantage, 
brings  upon  his  premises,  and  collects  and  keeps  there  any  thing 

enter  upon  B's  land  to  pluck  it ;  but  A  v.  Coatea,  23  E.  C.  L.  264  ;  Waterman 

owns  the  fruit  and  is  entitled  to  it,  if  •».  Toper,  1  Ld.  Rayd.  737. 

he  can  get  it  without  trespassing  upon  '  Benson    v.   Suarez,  28    How.    Pr. 

B.     Hoffman  v.  Armstrong,  11  Am.  R.  (N.  Y.)  571  ;    Ferguson  v.   Salina,  43 

537.     The  tree  is  wholly  the  property  Ala.  398. 

of    him   upon   whose   land   it   grows.  "  Gilbert  v.   Beach,  4  Duer  (N.  T. 

Masters  v.  Pollie,  3  Rol.  141 ;  Holden  Sup.  Ct.),  433 ;  Bellows  v.  Sackett,  15 

Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  96. 
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which,  if  it  escapes,  will  do  damage  to  another,  is  liable  for  all 
the  consequences  of  his  acts,  and  is  bound  at  his  peril  to  confine 
it  and  keep  it  in  upon  his  own  premises.*  If  he  does  not,  he  is 
answerable  for  all  the  damages  that  result  therefrom,  without 
any  reference  to  the  degree  of  care  or  skill  exercised  by  him  in 
reference  thereto."  Therefore,  if  a  man  brings  water  upon  his 
premises  by  artificial  means,  and  collects  and  keeps  it  there, 
either  in  reservoirs  or  in  pipes,  he  is  bound  at  his  peril  to  see 
that  the  water  does  not  escape,  to  the  damage  of  an  adjoining 
owner.'  But  if  the  water  is  thus  brought  upon  his  premises  by 
artificial  processes,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  a  special 
or  general  act  of  the  legislature,  and  the  provisions  of  the  act 
have  been  fully  complied  with,  the  party  is  only  bound  to  the 
exercise  of  such  reasonable  care,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the 
water  by  the  bursting  of  the  pipes  or  otherwise,  as  a  reasonable 
man  would  exercise  under  such  circumstances ;  and,  if  by  causes 
that  could  not  have  been  foreseen,  the  pipes  burst  and  the  water 
escapes,  to  the  injury  of  another,  he  is  not  liable,  except  negli- 
gence on  his  part  is  proved.* 

Sec.  116.  If  a  person  diverts  water  upon  his  premises  by 
means  of  an  artificial  water-course,  or  an  aqueduct,  and  collects  it 
there  for  the  purpose  of  a  fish  pond,  or  other  use,  unless  it  has 
been  brought  there  under  the  provisions  of  a  special  or  general 
law  which  has  been  fully  complied  with,   he  is  liable  for  any 

*  Ryland  v.  Fletcher,  1  Exchq.  Law  winter  of  extraordinary  severity,  when 

R.  263 ;  3  H.  L.  330.  the  severest  frosts  ever  known  in  that 

^  Cahill  V.  Eastman,  18   Minn.  324  ;  locality   set    in    and   continued   until 

10  Am.  R.  184.  after  the  accident  for  which  this  suit 

'  Ball  V.  Nye,  98  Mass.   582 ;  Harri-  was    brought,    a    large    quantity    of 

Bon    V.   Great    Northern    Railway,    3  water  escaped  from  the  neck  of  the 

Hurlst  &  C.  231.  main,  and  forcing  itself  through  the 

■*  In   Blyth  v.   Birmingham   Water  ground,  flooded  the  plaintifiF's  cellar. 

Works  Co.,  11  Exch.  781,  the  defend-  The  pipes  had  been  laid  twenty-five 

ants,  under  the  provision  of  an  act  of  years,  and  had  worked  well  during  all 

parliament,    laid    down    their    water  that  time.     It  was  held  by  the  court 

pipes  in  the  city  of  Birmingham,  and  that  the  defendants  having  complied 

provided  the  same  with  good  and  suf-  with  the  law,  could  not  be  held  charge- 

ficient   fire   plugs,  as   required   to  by  able,  except  upon  proof  of  negligence, 

eaid  act,  and  in  all  respects  complied  and  that  the  fact  that  water  had  been 

with    the    requirements    of    the    act  for  some  time  observed  upon  the  sur- 

authorizing  the  laying  down  of  their  face   of  the   ground    near  the    place 

pipes,  and   were  guilty  of   no   negli-  where  the  accident  occurred,  affoided 

gence  in   the  laying  down  or  in  the  no  evidence  of  the  fact, 
maintenance  of  the  same.     During  a 
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damage  that  results  therefrom,  either  from  an  overflow  of  the 
water  or  other  cause,  and  his  liability  will  not  depend  upon  the 
question  of  the  degree  of  care  which  he  has  exercised,  but  he 
will  be  held  chargeable  for  a  nuisance.' 

Sec.  117.  Every  person  has  a  right  to  lay  drains  or  dig 
trenches  upon  his  own  land,  carry  away  the  water  from  his  house 
or  premises,  and  so  long  as  ordinary  care  and  prudence  is 
observed  in  closing  them  and  keeping  them  in  proper  condition 
to  discharge  the  water  without  damage  to  others,  they  are  not 
nuisances,  and  no  liability  exists  for  damages  that  ^accidentally 
result  to  others  thereform.  But  if  they  are  not  of  sufficient 
capacity  to  discharge  the  water  for  the  discharge  of  which  they 
are  designed,  or  if  they  are  not  kept  properly  cleansed  and  in 
proper  repair,  the  owner  or  occupant  of  the  premises  is  liable  as 
for  a  nuisance  for  all  the  damages  that  result  therefrom.' 

Sec.  118.  The  rule  is,  that  every  person  who  constructs  a 
drain  or  cesspool  upon  his  own  premises,  and  uses  it  for  his  own 
purposes,  is  bound  to  keep  the  filth  collected  there  from  becoming 
a  nuisance  to  his  neighbors.*    And  in  the  case  of  Alston  v.  Gra/nt^ 

'  Fletcter  .v.  Ryland,  1  Exch.  265 ;  M.  &  M.  404 ;  Hoare  v.  Dickerman,  2 

"Wilson  V.  City  of  New  Bedford,  108  Ld.  Rard.  1568. 

Mass.  261 ;  Smith  v.  Fletcher,  Esch.,        ^  Marshall    v.   Cohen,  44  Ga.  324  ; 

June,  1872 ;  Pislej  o.  Clark,  35  N.Y.  250.  Wormersley  v.  Church,  17  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 

'  Rockwood  V.  Wilson,  1  Cushing  190 ;  Cook  v.  Montagu,  26  id.  471 ; 
(Mass.),  221.  In  Harrison  v.  Great  Mackey  v.  Greenhill,  30  Jur.  746; 
Northern  Railway  Co.,  3  Hurlst  &  C.  Draper  ©.  Sheering,  4  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  365; 
231,  the  defendants  dug  a  drain  to  Gordon  v.  Vestry  of  St.  James,  13  id. 
carry  away  the  water  from  their  prem-  511;  Guardians  of  Herndon  Union  v. 
ises,  and  provided  banks  thereto  of  Bowles,  20  id,  609.  Where,  however, 
sufficient  strength  to  withstand  the  a  building  is  rented  and  there  are  sev- 
pressure  of  the  waters  which  ordi-  eral  tenants  occupying  diflFerent  floors, 
narily  passed  through  and  for  the  dis-  and  there  is  a  water-closet  on  the  sec- 
charge  of  which  it  was  designed,  but  ond  floor,  the  landlord  is  not  liable  for 
not  of  sufficient  strength  to  hold  and  injuries  sustained  by  the  lower  tenant 
discharge  the  waters  that  were  often  by  reason  of  the  water-closet  becoming 
there  through  the  wrongful  acts  of  a  nuisance  by  the  wrongful  acts  of  the 
others ;  and  upon  one  occasion  the  tenants.  The  landlord  is  never  liable 
banks  gave  way  and  injured  the  plain-  for  nuisances  created  by  his  tenants. 
tiS''s  premises,  to  recover  for  the  dam-  His  liability  extends  only  to  such  acts 
ages  of  which  this  action  was  brought,  of  the  tenants  as  are  in  continuance  of 
The  court  held  that  the  defendant  a  nuisance  existing  at  the  time  when 
■was  liable.  See  also  Bagnall  v.  London  the  premises  were  let,  or  such  as  were 
&  North  Western  Railroad  Co.,  1  created  by  the  tenant  by  the  express 
Hurlst.  &  C.  544,  where  a  similar  ques-  permission  of  the  landlord.  McEwan 
tion  was  involved ;  Russell  v.  Shenton,  v.  Mills,  2  W.  W.  &  A.  B.  L.  118  (Vic- 
6  Jurist,  1059 ;  Tenant  v.  Qolding,  1  toria).  In  this  case  an  upper  tenant 
Salk.  21 ;  Lord  Egremont  -o.  Pulman,  in  cleaning  out  a  cesspool  upon  his 
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3  Ell.  &  Bl.  128,  it  was  held  that  if,  by  reason  of  the  faulty  con- 
struction of  a  sewer,  the  filth  therefrom  percolates  through  the 
soil  and  fills  the  cellars  of  the  adjoining  premises,  or  does  other 
damage  to  them,  the  owner  of  the  land  is  liable  for  all  the 
damages,  and  that,  too,  even  though  he  is  the  owner  of  the 
premises  into  which  the  filth  flows,  and  the  persons  injured  are 
his  own  tenants.  But  if  a  landlord  builds  a  sewer  or  drain  upon 
his  own  premises,  and  at  the  same  time  makes  drains  leading 
thereto  from  the  houses  in  the  possession  of  his  tenants,  he  does 
not  thereby  become  responsible  for  injuries  resulting  from  their 
overflow  or  want  of  repair,  unless  he  has  specially  covenanted  to 
keep  them  in  repair.  Prima  facie  the  duty  is  upon  the  occu- 
pant to  keep  the  drains  in  repair.  The  draining  of  premises 
through  the  premises  of  another  is  an  easement,  and  the  right 
must  be  exercised  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  no  unnecessary 
injury  or  annoyance  or  nuisance  to  the  servient  tenement.  The 
rule  with  reference  to  a  drain  or  other  water-course  is  the  same 
as  in  reference  to  that  of  a  right  of  way.  The  person  exercising 
the  right  must  keep  it  in  repair,  and  must  see  to  it  that  he  does 
not  so  exercise  his  right  as  to  create  a  nuisance ;  for  his  right  is 
to  a  reasonable  use  for  the  purpose,  and  if  it  becomes  unreason- 
able he  is  liable  for  the  damages  that  ensue.' 

Sec.  119.  Any  artificial  device  by  which  water  or  other  sub- 
stances are  collected  or  held,  where,  except  for  such  device,  they 
would  not  be  collected  or  held,  and  which  may  escape,  either  by 
overflow,  percolation,  or  in  the  form  of  noxious  gases,  upon  the 
premises  of  another,  is  a  nuisance ;  and  the  party  creating  it,  or 

floor  which  escaped  through  the  floor,  is  allowed  to  go  to  decay  or  get  out 
and  damaged  the  plaintiffs  goods,  of  repair,  whereby  the  lands  of  the 
Held,  that  the  landlord  was  not  liable,  grantor  are  flooded,  the  grantee  will 
See,  also,  Pobbins  v.  Mount,  4  Robert-  be  responsible  for  a  nuisance.  In 
son  (X.  T.  S.  C),  553 ;  Guardians  of  Young  c.  Davis,  31  L.  J.  Exch.  254,  it 
Hendon  v.  Bowles,  17  L.  J.  (X.  S.)  597.  was  held  that,  even  though  a  person 
'  Brown  v.  Sargent,  1  Fost  &  F.  112  ;  bound  to  keep  a  highway  in  repair 
Child  c.  Boston,  4  Allen,  141 ;  Barton  rations  tenurae  might  not  be  liable  to 
«.  Syracuse.  37  Barb.  (X.  Y.  S.  C.)  392  ;  a  stranger  for  damages  resulting  from 
McSwiney  v.  Hayes,  4  Ir.  Eq.  R.  non-repair,  yet  he  would  be  liable  to  a 
322.  In  Lord  Egremont  v.  Pulman,  lord  of  the  manor,  who  relied  on  a  pre- 
M.  &  M.  404,  it  was  held  that  the  scription  that  he  and  all  who  had  his 
grant  of  a  water  course  through  the  estate  had  a  right  to  have  a  bridge  kept 
land  of  another,  imposes  upon  the  in  repair  by  the  owner  of  a  mill.  Bel- 
grantee  the  duty  of  keeping  the  water  lows  v.  Sackett,  15  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.) 
course  in  proper  repair,  and  that  if  it  96. 
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npon  whose  premises  it  exists,  is  liable  for  all  the  damages  that 
ensue  from  such  escape.'  Thus,  while  no  one  is  bound  to  drain 
his  premises  of  the  water  collected  there  naturally,  however 
injurious  to  others  the  neglect  to  do  so  may  be,  yet,  if  he  has 
made  excavations  upon  his  own  premises,  in  which  the  water 
collects,  either  by  percolation  from  the  soil  or  falling  rains,  and 
becomes  stagnant  and  emits  noisome  and  unwholesome  gases,  to 
the  annoyance  of  others,  he  is  not  only  bound  to  abate  the 
nuisance,  but  is  also  liable  to  respond  in  damages  to  those 
injuriously  affected  thereby.'  But  where  water  collects  in  low 
marshy  places,  and,  by  reason  of  becoming  stagnant,  emits  gases 
that  are  destructive  to  the  health,  and  lives  even,  of  the  com- 
munity, this  is  not  a  nuisance  in  the  legal  sense ;  and  the  owner 
of  the  land  is  not  bound  to  drain  it,  nor  can  he  be  subjected  to 
action  or  indictment  therefor.'  The  reason  is,  that  in  order  to 
create  a  legal  nuisance,  the  act  of  man  must  have  contributed  to 
its  existence.  Ill  results,  however  extensive  or  serious,  that  flow 
from  natural  causes,  cannot  become  a  nuisance,  even  though  the 
person  upon  whose  premises  the  cause  exists  could  remove  it 
with  little  trouble  and  expense.*  Thus,  if  a  sand  bar  is  created 
in  the  bed  of  a  stream,  from  deposits  naturally  collecting  there, 
which  chokes  up  the  channel  and  sets  the  water  back  upon  the 
land  of  others,  and  thus  fills  the  atmosphere  with  deleterious 
gases,  or  injures  the  premises  of  another,  the  owner  of  the  land 
upon  which  the  cause  exists  is  not  bound  to  remove  the  bar, 
neither  is  he  chargeable  for  a  nuisance.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  a  nuisance  cannot  arise  from  the  neglect  of  one  to  remove 
that  which  exists  or  arises  from  purely  natural  causes.  But, 
when  the  cause  is  traceable  to  artificial  causes,  or  where  the  hand 
of  man  has,  in  any  essential  measure,  contributed  thereto,  the  rule 

1  Ryland  «.  Fletcher,  1  L.  R.  (Excli.)  •»  Mohr  v.  Gault,  10  "Wis.  313.  But 
263  ;  Caliill  «.  Eastman,  18  Minu.  324 ;  if  a  person  lias  made  any  changes  in 
Gordon  «.  Vestry  of  St.  James,  13  L.  T.  the  natural  condition  of  the  soil,  or  of 
(N.  S.)511 ;  Att'y-Genl.v.Visitorsof  Col-  a  stream,  or  if  he  has  been  invested 
ney  Hatch  Lunatic  Asylum,  19  id.  290.  with  certain  powers  by  the  legislature, 

2  Baird  v.  Williamson,  33  L.  J.  C.  P.  he  is  bound  to  prevent  the  creation  of  a 
101 ;  Mackey  v.  Greenhill,  30  Jur.  746 ;  nuisance  either  from  natural  or  artifi- 
Gardner  «.  Eraser,  32  D.  1501 ;  Todd  -b.  cial  causes  about  his  premises.  Mar- 
Burnett,  26  Jur.  374.  gate  Pier  Co.  ■».  Local  Board  of  Health, 

3  Hartwell  «.  Armstrong,  19  Barb.  20  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  564;  Bird  n.  El  wees,  18 
(N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.)  166  ;  Woodruff  v.  id.  727 ;  McAuley  v.  Roberts,  13  Grant's 
Fisher,  17  id.  224.  Ch.  Ca.  (U.  C.)  565, 
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is  entirely  diiferent.*  A  broad  distinction  exists  between  natural 
and  artificial  causes  of  injury.  There  are  some  cases  in  which 
the  courts  seem  to  have  lost  sight  of  this  distinction,*  but  it  may 
be  regarded  as  the  universally  recognized  doctrine  of  the  courts, 
that  liability  exists  for  all  damages  resulting  from  unlawful  acts, 
but  that  liability  never  exists  where  the  damages  are  purely  the 
result  of  natural  causes,  unaided  by  the  act  of  man. 

Sec.  120.  If  a  person  erects  a  dam  upon  a  stream,  and  sets  the 
water  back,  he  is  liable  to  a  land  owner  above  him  on  the  stream, 
even  though  the  water  does  not  overflow  the  land,  if  thereby 
the  water  of  the  stream  charges  the  land  with  water  and  spoils 
the  grass  or  crops  growing  thereon,  or  even  if  no  actual  damage 
is  done  except  to  make  that  soil  wet  and  spongy  which  otherwise 
vi?^uld  be  dry.'  So,  too,  if  by  such  setting  back  of  the  water, 
the  water  of  a  well  or  spring  is  injured  ;  and  that,  too,  whether 
the  injury  results  from  actual  overfl.ow,  or  from  percolation.*  So 
if  a  person  erects  a  vault  or  cess-pool  upon  his  own  premises,  he 
is  bound  at  his  peril  to  keep  in  the  filth  ;  for  if  it  escapes,  either 
by  percolating  through  the  earth  or  otherwise,  upon  the  premises 
of  another,  he  is  answerable  for  all  the  damages  that  ensue 
therefrom.'  So  if  a  man  erects  a  priv^^  upon  his  premises,  he  is 
bound  at  his  peril  to  prevent  its  infecting  the  atmosphere  with 
noxious  smells,  to  the  annoyance  of  others."  So  if  he  brings 
water  into  his  house,  he  must  see  to  it  that  it  does  not,  from  any 
cause,  escape  to  the  injury  of  his  neighbor's  property/  So,  too, 
where  water  is  penned  back  by  a  dam,  or  where  it  is  brought,  or 

1  Wilson  V.  City  of   New  Bedford,  Ball  v.  Nye,  99  Mass.  582  ;  Tenant  v. 

108  Mass.  261;  11  Am.  R.  352;  Mon-  Golding,   1    Salk.   360;   2   Ld.    Raym. 

eon  V.  Fuller,  15   Pick.  (Mass.)   554;  1089;  6  Mod.  311. 

Ball  V.  Nye,  99  Mass.  582  ;  Pixley  v.  «  Draper  v.  Sheering,  4  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 

Clark,    35    N.    T.    520;    Rvlands    v.  365;    Marshal  v.  Cohen,  44  Ga.  489: 

Fletcher,  Law  R.,  1  Exch.  '263 ;  3  H.  Cook    v.   Montagu,  26    L.   T.   (N.   S.) 

L.  330  ;  Neal  v.  Henry,  Meigs  (Tenn.),  471. 

17  ;  Bigelow  v.  Newell,  10  Pick.  (Mass.)  '  Fletcher  v.  Ryland,  Law  R.,  1  Exch 

348.  263.     In  Marshall  v.  Cohen,  44  Ga.  489, 

*  Chatfield  v.  Wilson,  28  Vt.  49  ;  10  Am.  R.  170,  it  was  held  that  where 
Harwood  v.  Benton,  33  id.  724.  the   owner  of  a  building  rented  the 

*  Monson  &  Bromfield  Manufacturing  lower  story  to  plaintiff",  and  the  upper 
Co.  V.  Fuller,  15  Pick.  (Mass.)  554;  story  to  other  tenants,  he  was  liable 
Pixley  V.  Clark,  35  N.  Y.  52.  for  injuries   sustained   by  the   lower 

*  Fuller  V.  Chicopee  Manufacturing  tenant  from  the  overflow  of  a  water- 
Co.,  16  Gray  (Mass.),  46  ;  Neal  v.  Henry,  closet,  which  was  occasioned  by  the 
Meigs  (Tenn.),  10.  negligence  of  the  tenants  of  the  upper 

'  Rex  V.  Pedley,  1   Ad.  &  El.  822 ;    floors. 
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from  any  artificial  cause  thrown  upon  the  premises  of  another, 
or  upon  the  party's  own  premises,  and,  becoming  stagnant,  emits 
noisome  or  unwholesome  yapors,  this  is  a  nuisance  for  which 
the  party  creating  it  will  be  liable  for  aU  injuries  that  result 
therefrom,  and  it  will  be  no  defense  that  there  are  other  struc- 
tures that  contribute  to  the  injmy,  nor  can  there  be  any  prescrip- 
tive right  acquired  to  inflict  such  injuries/ 

Sec.  121.  In  Woodruff  y.  Fisher,  17  Barb.  {1^.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.) 
224,  the  question  as  to  the  liability  of  owners  of  swamp  lands  to 
drain  them,  where  their  neglect  to  do  so  operated  injuriously  to 
the  health  and  comfort  of  the  neighborhood,  was  discussed  by 
the  court,  and  Haxd,  J.,  in  deliyering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
said  :  "  The  owners  of  these  lands  could  not  be  convicted  of  a 
public  nuisance  because  they  do  not  drain  these  swamps,  even 
though  they  were  the  owners  of  the  lands  upon  which  the 
obstructions  are  situated.  Xo  liability  exists,  because,  in  a  state 
of  nature,  it  may  be  productive  of  sickness."  The  same  doctrine 
was  also  established  in  HartweU  v.  Armstrong,  19  Barb.  (]N".  Y. 
Sup.  Ct.)  166,  in  a  case  involving  similar  questions.  In  MoTir 
V.  Gault,  10  "Wis.  313,  the  defendant  was  the  owner  of  certain 
lands,  including  the  bed  of  a  stream,  which  formed  the  outlet  of 
a  natural  pond.  Upon  the  occasion  of  a  severe  freshet,  large 
quantities  of  earth  and  debris  were  deposited  in  the  bed  of  the 
stream,  at  the  outlet  of  the  pond,  preventing  the  escape  of  the 
water  in  its  usual  flow,  and  thus  setting  it  back  upon  the  lands 
above,  and,  by  reason  of  tlie  vapors  arising  from  the  stagnant 
water  thus  set  back,  was  productive  of  much  sickness  and  dis- 
comfort in  the  neighborhood.  In  an  action  against  the  owner 
of  the  lands  upon  which  the  obstruction  existed,  it  was  held  by 
the  court  that  no  recovery  could  be  had  against  him,  unless  the 
injury  could  be  attributed  to  the  act  of  man,  rather  than  natural 
causes,  and  that,  in  order  to  make  out  a  nuisance,  it  must  be 
shown  that  it  is  the  result  of  human  agency  in  some  form.  J^o 
man  can  be  made  liable  for  injuries  resulting  from  natural  causes 

'  Day  V.  State,  4  Wis.  387 ;  Rooker  Rand  (Va.),  726 ;  Spencer  v.  Common- 

z.  Perking,  14  id.  79  ;  Laning  t>.  State,  wealth,  2  Leigh  (Va.),  759  ;  Miller  v. 

1   Chand.   (Wis.)  178  ;     Stoughton  v.  Truehart,  4  id.  569, 
State,  5  Wis.  291 ;  Com.  v.  Webb,  6 
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purely;  but  if  he  has  done  some  act  which  interferes  with  the 
natural  condition  of  things,  and  through  his  interference  there- 
with, produces  injury  to  another,  he  is  liable  for  all  the  conse 
quences  that  can  be  traced  to  his  wrongful  act.'  Thns  one  land 
owner  cannot  be  made  liable  to  another  because  of  injnries 
resulting  to  his  property  from  the  escape  of  surface  water  upon 
his  premises,  owing  to  the  natural  formation  of  the  land;  but 
if  he  erects  embankments  upon  his  own  land,  or  digs  trenches, 
and  thus  sends  the  water  upon  his  neighbor's  land  in  a  different 
manner,  or  at  a  different  point  from  which  it  would  naturally  go 
there,  he  has  created  a  nuisance,  and  is  liable  for  all  the  conse- 
quences of  his  acts,'  and  this,  too,  even  though  no  real  damage  is 
thus  inflicted  upon  his  neighbor.  This  principle  is  well  illus- 
trated in  the  case  of  Bellows  v.  Sa^kett,  15  Barb.  {^.  Y.  Sup. 
Ct.)  96,  which  was  an  action  brought  to  recover  for  injuries  sus- 
tained by  the  plaintiff,  by  reason  of  the  water  falling  from  the 
eaves  of  his  house,  upon  the  defendant's  own  land,  from  which  it 
escaped  upon  the  plaintiff's  premises,  and  damaged  the  walls  and 
timbers  of  his  dwellino:-house.  The  defendant  was  the  owner 
of  a  small  storv  and  half  dwellinw-house  which  was  erected  some 
twenty-five  years  before  the  bringing  of  the  action.  Some  four- 
teen years  before  the  cause  of  action  arose,  the  plaintiff  erected 
upon  his  lot  adjoining,  and  within  about  eighteen  inches  of  the 
defendant's  house,  a  large  three  story  brick  dwelling.  The  solid 
gable  end  of  the  plaintiff's  building  faced  the  east  side  of  the 
defendant's  building,  the  roof  of  which  extended  north  and  south. 
The  plaintiff's  water  table  was  at  this  end  on  a  level  with  the 
ground.  The  plaintiff's  cellar  was  about  two  feet  lower  than  the 
cellar  of  the  defendant's  building,  and  the  ground  between  the 
buildings  was  the  lowest  at  about  half  the  length  of  the  defend- 
ant's hoiTse.  The  water  falling  upon  the  defendant's  roof  fell 
between  the  two  buildings,   and  collecting  in  the  low  place  be- 

1  TutMll  T.  Scott.  43  Tt.  525  :  Beard  2  Giff.  410 ;  Kauffman  r.  Griesmier,  26 

V.  Murphv,  37  id.  104 ;  Miller  r.  Lau-  Perm.  St.  407  ;  Lattimore  r.  Davis,  14 

bach,  47  Penn.  St.  155.  La.   161 :  Curtis  r.  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  14 

'  Tuttle  r.  Clifton,  22  Oliio  St.  347  ;  Allen  (Mass.),  55  ;  Lanev  r.  Jasper,  39 

10  Am  Rep.  732  ;  Marrin  r.  Riddle,  26  111.   54 ;  Adams   r.  Walker,   34   Conn. 

Penn.  St.  415  ;  Lammier  v.  Francis.  23  446  :  Gilham  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  40  111.  484; 

Mo.  181  ;  Bentz  x.  Armstronsr,  8  Watts  Sweet  r.  Catts,  50  N.  H.  439  ;  Gocxiale 

&  S.  (Penn.)  40  :    Earle  c.  DeHart.    1  v.  Tattle,  29  N.  T.  467  :  Haves  v  Hin- 

Beasly  (N.  J.),  2S0 ;  Ennor  v.  Barwell,  kleman,  68  Penn.  St.  324. 

16 
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tween  the  buildings,  penetrated  through  the  wall  of  the  plain- 
tiff's building  into  his  cellar,  which  was  the  injury  complained 
of.  It  appeared  that  a  slight  expenditure  of  money  or  labor  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff  would  have  obviated  all  the  damage,  and 
that  the  defendant  was  not  in  possession  of  his  premises  and  had 
not  been  for  over  twelve  years,  and  that  the  plaintiff  never  com- 
plained to  him  of  the  injury  he  was  receiving  from  the  water 
from  his  roof,  or  in  any  wise  called  his  attention  thereto.  The 
plaintiff  having  obtained  a  verdict  in  the  court  below,  the  case 
came  before  the  supreme  court,  and  Johnson,  J.,  laid  down  the 
rule  applicable  to  this  class  of  injuries,  thus :  "  The  defendant 
had  a  clear  right  to  erect  his  house,  to  cover  it  with  a  roof,  which 
would  prevent  the  rain  from  falling  upon  the  surface  it  covered, 
and  to  turn  the  water  falling  upon  the  roof  upon  any  portion  of 
his  own  land  at  any  point,  and  in  any  quantity  he  might  choose. 
But  for  such  interruption  or  diversion  to  the  manifest  injury  of 
another,  he  is  clearly  i-esponsible.  Here,  owing  to  a  want  of 
suitable  repairs,  the  water  falling  upon  an  area  of  twenty-five 
feet  by  thirteen,  is  collected  at  a  single  point  and  precipitated  in 
an  unnatural  and  unusual  quantity  and  manner,  so  near  the  plain- 
tiff's premises  as  necessarily  to  cause  him  an  injury.  It  is  said 
that  the  plaintiff  might  have  prevented  the  injury  by  a  suitable 
embankment  between  the  buildings,  and  that  by  neglecting  to 
make  such  an  embankment,  or  to  take  any  other  precautions  to 
prevent  the  water  from  flowing  through  his  wall,  he  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  contributing  in  some  degree  to  the  injury,  and  there- 
fore cannot  recover.  But  I  do  not  see  that  the  principle  applies 
in  a  case  like  this.  The  aggressor  can  never  say  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  assailed  to  ward  off  a  blow  unlawfully  aimed  at 
him."  In  Benson  y.  Suarez,  28  How.  Pr.  (N".  Y.  Sup.  Ct.) 
511,'  the  defendant  had  erected  a  shed  upon  the  extremity  of  his 
land  adjoining  the  plaintiff's  land,  which  had  fallen  into  decay. 
The  defendant  had  rented  the  premises  and  they  were  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  tenant  at  the  time  when  the  injury  happened.  The 
shed  being  in  an  unsafe  condition  through  the  neglect  of  the  de- 
fendant and  his  tenants  to  repair,  it  was  blown  down  upon  the 
occasion  of  a  high  wind,  and  injured  the  plaintiff's  buildings. 

'  Benson  v.  Suarez.  19  Abb.  Pr.  61  ;  Payne  v.  Rogers,  2  H.  Blacks.  350. 
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PECKHAii,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said :  "  The 
defendant  was  the  owner  of  the  tavern  stand  and  appurtenances 
where  the  old  shed  fell.  He  had  leased  them,  and  covenanted  to 
keep  them  in  repair.  He  failed  to  keep  the  shed  in  repair,  and 
as  a  consequence  of  its  being  left  in  a  weak  and  dilapidated  con- 
dition, it  blew  down  and  threw  down  a  shed  belonging  to  the 
plaintiflf  and  injured  his  wagons.  I  am  not  at  all  clear  that  it  was 
necessary  to  show  any  covenant  to  repair  by  the  defendant,  in 
order  to  sustain  this  action,  '  Sic  utere  tuo  alienum  non  laedas^ 
is  a  sound  maxim  and  entirely  applicable  to  this  case.  An  adjoin- 
ing owner  has  no  right  to  erect  a  nuisance  on  his  own  land  to 
the  injury  of  his  neighbor.  He  cannot  erect  so  weak  and  unsafe 
a  huilding  that  it  shall  fall  in  ordinary  times  from  its  mere  in- 
security  and  insufficient  strength  and  thus  injure  the  buildings  or 
property  of  his  neighbor,  without  being  liable  for  the  injury. 
Nor  can  he  shield  himself  from  liability  by  charging  negligence 
upon  his  neighbor  for  occupying  his  own  premises  in  the  face  of 
such  a  danger." ' 

Sec.  122.  The  cases  cited  fully  illustrate  the  doctrine  an- 
nounced in  the  text,  and  embody  the  principles  that  are  applica- 
ble in  all  cases  of  injury  to  property  by  one,  in  consequence  of  a 
wrongful  use  of  the  property  of  another.  In  Bellows  v.  SacTcett, 
the  erection  of  the  house  was  lawful  of  itself,  but  the  plaintiff 
was  bound  at  all  hazards  to  see  to  it,  that  the  water  falling  upon 
his  roof  and  descending  upon  his  land  in  quantities,  and  in  a  man- 
ner different  from  that  in  which  it  would  naturally  descend, 
should  not  injure  his  neighbor's  property,  and  that  while  his 
house  was  not  of  itself  a  nuisance,  yet  it  became  so  whenever  it 
so  far  changed  the  natural  course  and  condition  of  the  elements, 
as  to  trench  upon  the  rights  of  another.  A  man  may  erect  a  house 
upon  his  land,  and  may  construct  it  in  such  a  manner,  and  with 
such  a  roof  as  he  chooses,  but  he  is  bound  at  his  peril  to  provide 
against  injury  to  his  neighbor.  In  Benson  v.  Suarez  this  princi- 
ple is  still  further  illustrated.  In  that  case  the  doctrine  is  fully 
established,  that  a  man  may  not  do  that  upon  his  own  premises, 

'  Godley  v.  Haggertv,  20  Penn.  St.     But   see   Robbins    v.    Jones,  15   C.  B 
387,  as  to"  liability  of  landlord  to  ten-    (N.  S.)  231. 
ants  for  injuries  from  insecure  house. 
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which  endangers  the  lives  or  property  of  adjoining  owners.  That 
if  he  builds  a  house  upon  his  land,  he  is  bound  to  build  it  of 
sufficient  strength  to  not  only  support  its  own  weight,  but  also 
to  withstand  the  usual  or  even  extraordinary  action  of  the  ele- 
ments, and  not  only  that,  but  is  bound  at  all  times  to  keep  it  in 
such  a  state  of  repair,  as  will  prevent  it  from  doing  injury  to  his 
neighbor  by  reason  of  its  inherent  weakness  or  want  of  repair. 
These  cases  also  illustrate  other  principles  which  are  fully  sus- 
tained by  a  multitude  of  authorities,  and  that  is,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  liability  for  injuries  from  a  nuisance  from  a  use  of  prop- 
erty in  itself  are  in  no  measure  dependent  upon  the  question  as 
to  which  has  first  exercised  his  right,  but  that  both  have  a  right 
to  use  their  property  in  all  lawful  ways,  at  such  times,  and  by 
such  methods  as  they  choose,  but  the  mere  circumstance  that  one 
has  first  applied  his  property  to  a  particular  use  does  not  pre- 
vent another  applying  his  property  to  a  like  use,  even  though,  by 
such  later  use,  the  use  to  which  the  first  in  point  of  time  has 
applied  his  property  becomes  a  nuisance ;  and  still  farther,  that 
one  cannot  be  deprived  of  a  lawful  use  of  his  property,  even 
though  another,  by  an  unlawful  use  of  his,  has  made  it  danger- 
ous for  the  other  to  use  his  property  in  the  usual  lawful  modes, 
and  that  such  lawful  use,  even  in  the  presence  of  impending 
danger  from  the  other,  will  not,  in  law,  be  regarded  as  contribu- 
tory negligence. 

Sec.  123.  The  doctrine  applicable  to  this  class  of  actions  is 
well  illustrated  in  numerous  cases,  and  as  it  will  be  impossible  to 
enumerate  all  the  uses  of  property  that  may  create  a  nuisance  I 
cannot  do  better  than  refer  to  some  of  them.  In  a  recent  case  in 
Massachusetts  (  Wilson  v.  City  of  New  Bedford^  108  Mass.  261, 
11  Am.  Rep.  352),  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  farm  with  a 
dwelling  and  barn  thereon,  and  the  defendant,  in  pursuance  of  a 
statute  to  provide  its  inhabitants  with  water  by  means  of  a  reser- 
voir and  aqueduct,  purchased  of  the  plaintiff  a  portion  of  his 
land  "  for  the  purpose,"  as  expressed  in  the  agreement  of  sale 
"  of  constructing,  using  and  maintaining  an  aqueduct  and  reser- 
voir, and  all  other  works  necessary  and  convenient  for  introducing 
water  into  the  city."  The  city,  in  pursuance  of  this  agreement, 
built  a  dam  on  the  premises  and  erected  a  very  large  artificial 
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pond  or  reservoir  of  water,  within  about  a  thousand  feet  of  the 
plain tiif's  farm.     As  a  result  of  the  creation  of  this  reservoir,  the 
soil  of  his  farm  became  injuriously  impregnated  with  water,  and 
water  also  found  its  way  into  the  cellar  of  his  house ;  whether 
these  results  were  attributable  to   the  penetration  of  the  water 
from  the  reservoir,  or  whether  they  ensued  from  the  fact  that  the 
raising  of  the  pond  prevented  the  escape  of  the  water,  in  the  soil 
itself,  as  it  had  previously  done  into  the  natural  stream,  did  not 
appear ;  but,  that  the  damage  resulted  from  one  or  the  other  of 
these  causes,  by  reason  of  the  erection  of  the  reservoir,  was  a  fact 
fgund  in  the  case.     The  defendant  insisted  that  it  was  not  liable 
to  respond  in  damages  to  the  plaintiff.     That  the  purchase  by  it 
of  the  plaintiff  of  the  land  for    the    purposes  therein  named, 
estopped  the  plaintiff'  from  setting  up  a  claim  for  damages  result- 
ing in  anywise  from  such  use.     But  the  court  held  that  the  de- 
fendant was  liable.     That  the  erection  of  this  artificial  pond  in 
the  vicinity  of  his  premises,  if  it  injured  his  land  either  by  im- 
pregnating the  soil  with  water  by  percolation,   or  by  cutting  off 
the  passage  of  the  underground  water  in  its  ordinary  and  usual 
manner  into  the  natural  stream,  was  an  injury  to  the  right  of  the 
plaintiff  notwithstanding   the    conditions    of    the    conveyance. 
Chapman,  Ch.  J.,  in  delivering  tlie  judgment  of  the  court,  among 
other  things  said :     "  We  think  the  petitioner's  claim  is  not  only 
sustained  by  authority,  but  is  founded  in   justice.     He  ought  to 
be  compensated,   and  the  law  would  be  defective  if  it  failed  to 
give  him  a   remedy.     The  agreement  which  was  made  by  the 
petitioner  to  sell  the  respondent  a  tract  of  land  on  the  stream, 
and  the  deed  made  by  him  in  conformity  with  it,  are  not  to  be 
construed  as  a  release  of  damages  for  any  injuries  which  the 
respondent  might  sustain  to  his  other  land."  * 

Sec.  124.  So  too  in  the  case  of  Fletclcer  v.  Eyland,  Law 
Eep.,  1  Exchq.  263,  afii'd,  3  H.  L.  Cas.  330,  this  principle  is 
aptly  announced  and  illustrated.     It  appeared  in  that  case  that 

'  Guardians    of    Hendron  Union   v.  Mackey  v.  Qreenhill,  30  Jur.  746 ;  20 

Bowles,  20  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  609  ;  17  id'.  597  ;  D.  1251 ;  Gardner  v.  Fraser,  22  D.  1501  ; 

Gordon  n.  Vestry  of  St.  James,  13  id.  Todd  v.  Burnett,  26  Jur.  374 ;  Jolllfife 

511  ;  Phinzey  v.  Augusta,  47  Ga.  263;  x>.  Wallasley  Board  of  Health,  29  L.  T. 

Hipkins   y.  Birming-ham  and  Stafford-  (N.  S.)  582;   Wormersley  v.   Church, 

shire  Gas   Co.,  1   L.  T.   (N.   S.)  308 ;  17  id.  190. 
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the   plaintifiF  owned   a   colliery    under   the   lands   occupied  by 
the  defendants,  and  upon  which  was  a  mill  operated  by  them 
called  the  Ainsworth  Mill.     For  the  convenience  of  this  mill, 
and  in  pursuance  of  an  arrangement  made  with  Lord  Wilton, 
the  defendant  made  a  reservoir  upon   his  land  separated  from 
the    mill   by  the   lands   of  two  other   persons   named   Hutton 
and  Whitehead.     Whitehead's  land   lay  to    the   north   of   and 
adjoining    the   land   over   the  Red    House    Colliery ;    on   the 
west  it  adjoined  Hutton's  lands,  and  on  all  the  other  sides,  ad- 
joined Lord  Wilton's  land.     Hutton's  land  lay  to  the  west  of 
and  adjoining  Whitehead's  land ;  on  the  north  it  adjoined  the 
lands  of  Lord  Wilton,  in  which  the  reservoir  was  constructed, 
and  on  the  south  it  adjoined  the  Red  House  Colliery  and  the 
defendant's  mill,  the  mill  lying  to  the  west  of  the  colliery.     The 
seams  of  coal  to  the  Red  House  Colliery  continued  under  the 
lands  of  Hutton  and  Whitehead,   and  under  the  lands  of   Lord 
Wilton  in  which  the  reservoir  was  made,   their  dip  being  down- 
wards, from  north-east  to  south-west.     The  coal  under  the  side  of 
the  reservoir,  and  under  Lord  Wilton's  land  lying  between  that 
site  and  Hutton's  land  as  well  as  under  the  lands  of  Hutton  and 
Whitehead,  had,  at  some  time  beyond  the  memory  of  man,  been 
partially  marked ;  and  before  the  plaintiff  began  working  the 
Red  House  Colliery,  the  old  coal  working  under  the  site  of  the 
reservoir,  communicated  with  old  coal  workings  under  White- 
head's land  by  means  of  the  intervening  old  coal  workings  under 
the  land  of  Hutton  and  under  the  land  of  Lord  Wilton  lying  to 
the  north  of  Hutton's  land.     The  plaintiff,  shortly  after  he  com- 
menced the  working  of  the  Red    House  Colliery,    also   made 
arrangements  with  Whitehead  to   work  the  ungotten  coal  lying 
under  his  land  by  means  of  the  Red  House  pit.     In  pursuance 
of  this  arrangement,  he,  in  1851,  worked  through  into  the  coal 
under  Whitehead's  land  and  thus  opened  up  a  communication 
between  the  two  mines  into  the  old  workings  there,  and  thus,  by 
means  of  these  workings,  opened  up  a  communication  with  tlie 
old  workings  under  the  reservoir,  so  that  water  escaping  from  the 
reservoir  would  find  its  way  through  these  channels  into  the  Red 
House  Colliery.     Lord  Wilton  was  ignorant  of  the  arrangement 
oetween  the  plaintiff  and  Whitehead,  and  of  the  plaintiff's  work- 
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ings  in  the  coal   under  Whitehead's  land,  but  the  fact  afterward 
became  known  to  his  agent,  and  no  objection  was  made  by  him 
to  the  plaintiff's  working  there.     The  defendants  constructed  the 
reservoir  in  question  several  years  after  the  plaintiff  had  worked 
the  coal  in  the  two  workings,   and  after  the  communication  be- 
tween  the   mines    had    thus  been    effected,   but   neither   they 
nor  their  agents  had  any  knowledge  of  this  fact  until  after  the 
reservoir  had  burst  and  the  damage  been  done.     In  the  construc- 
tion of  the  reservoir  the  defendants  employed  a  skillful  and  com- 
petent engineer,  and  also  competent  contractors,  by  whom  the 
site  for  the  reservoir  was  selected,  and   in  pursuance  of  whose 
plans  it  was  constructed.     On  the  part  of  the  defendants  them- 
selves it  was  found  that  there  was  no  negligence  whatever,  but 
the  engineer  and  contractors  did  not  make  suitable  provision  for 
the  support  of  the  pressure  of  the  water  in  the  reservoir,  in  view 
of  the  old  shafts  that  were  found  located  beneath  it.     The  reser- 
voir was  completed  early  in   December,  1860,  and  when  it  was 
partly  filled  with  water,  one  of  the  old  shafts  gave  way  and  burst 
downwards,  and  the  water  flowed  down  the  shaft  into  the  old 
working,  and  thence  found  its  way  into  the  Red  House  Colliery, 
where  the  damage  was  done.     The  case  was  heard  in  Exchequer 
upon  a  case  stated,  and  the  question  submitted  to  it  was,  whether 
under  this  state  of  facts  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  any, 
and  if  so,  what  damages?     The  questions  involved  in  the  case 
were  most  ably  argued,  and  Blackburn,   J.,  in  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  entered  into  an  exhaustive  review  of  the 
principles  involved  in  the  case,  holding  that  the  plaintiff  was 
clearly  entitled  to  recover,  and  giving  utterance  to  that  principle 
which  has  since  been  so  largely  and  approvingly  quoted  by  the 
courts  of  this  country,  as  follows :     "  We  think  that  the  true  rule 
is,  that  he  who,  for  his  own  purposes,  brings  on  his  lands,  and  col- 
lects and  keeps  there,  any  thing  likely  to  do  mischief,  if  it  escapes, 
must  keep  it  in  at  his  peril,  and  if  he  does  not  do  so,  \^  prima 
facie  liable  for  all  damages  which  are  the  natural  consequences 
of  its  escape.     *     *     *     The  person  whose  grass  or  corn  is  eaten 
down  by  the  escaping  cattle  of  his  neighbor,  *  or  whose  mine  is 

1  Tenant    v.   Goldwin,  2   Lord  Ray-    J.    C.   P.   89 ;  May  t>.  Bardett,  93   B- 
mond,  1089 ;  Cox   v.  Burbridge,   32  L.     112. 


128  PKIVATE  NUISANCES. 

flooded  by  the  escaping  water  from  his  neighbor's  reservoir/  or 
whose  cellar  is  invaded  by  the  filth  from  his  neighbor's  privy,' 
whose  habitation  is  made  unhealthy  by  the  fumes  and  noisome 
vapors  of  his  neighbor's  alkali  works,'  is  damnified  without  any 
fault  of  his  own,  and  it  seems  but  reasonable  and  just,  that  the 
neighbor  who  has  brought  something  out  of  his  own  property, 
which  was  not  naturally  there,  harmless  to  others,  so  long  as  it 
is  confined  to  his  own  property,  but  mischievous  if  it  gets  on  to  his 
neighbor's,  should  make  good  the  damage  which  ensues  if  he 
does  not  succeed  in  confining  it  to  his  own  property.  But  for 
his  bringing  it  there,  no  mischief  could  have  ensued,  and  it  seems 
but  just  that  he  should  at  his  peril  keep  it  there,  so  that  no  mis- 
chief may  ensue,  or  answer  for  the  natural  and  anticipated  con- 
sequences. And  upon  authority,  we  think  this  to  be  the  law, 
whether  the  thing  so  brought  be  beasts  or  water,  or  filth  or 
stenches." 

Sec.  125.  But  while  this  is  the  rule  as  between  those  owning 
and  occupying  separate  buildings  or  premises,  yet,  as  between 
the  occupants  of  different  floors  of  the  same  building,  the  rule  is 
different,  and  each  occupant  is  only  bound  to  the  exercise  of  rea- 
sonable care  to  prevent  injury  from  an  overflow  or  escape  of  the 
water.  For  injuries  resulting  from  apparent  defects,  or  from 
causes  that  would  reasonably  be  anticipated,  liability  exists,  but 
not  when  the  ill  results  are  purely  accidental  and  not  in  any 
measure  attributable  to  the  negligence  of  the  occupant.  In  lioss 
V.  Fedden^  L.  K,  7  Q.  B.  661,  the  plaintiff  was  tenant  from  year 
to  year  of  the  ground  floor  of  l^o.  2  Queen  street,  Newcastle, 
where  he  carried  on  business  as  an  iron  monger.  The  defend- 
ants, from  year  to  year,  of  the  second,  floor  of  the  same  house, 
which  they  occupied  as  offices,  some  time  between  the  evening  of 
Saturday,  the  26th  of  November,  and  the  morning  of  Monday, 
the  28th  of  November,  1870,  water  escaped  from  a  water-closet 
in  the  defendant's  premises,  found  its  way  down  through  the 

'  Leigli's  Nisi  Prius,  555  ;  Tenant  -o.  537  ;   Hart  v.  Taylor,  4  Mur.  (Scotch.) 

Goldwin,  1  Salk.  21  ;  Smith  v.  Hum  313. 

bert,  2  Kerr  (N.  B.),  603.  ^  Smith    v.    Fletcher,   Exchq.    1872 

2  Walter  tt.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  (June);  Bagnall  v.  London  N.  W.  R.  R. 

20  ;  Ballamy  v.  Comb,  17  F.  C.  (Scotch)  Co.,  7  H.  »&  N.  428  ;  Cahill  v.  Eastman, 

159 ;  Norris  v.  Barnes,   L.  R.,  7  Q.  B.  18  Minn.  324,  10  Am.  Rep.  184. 
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first  floor  to  the  ground  floor  and  there  did  damage  to  the  plain- 
tiff^s  premises  and  goods  to  the  extent  of  £79  5s.  3d.  This 
damage  the  plaintiff  sought  to  recover  from  the  defendants  in 
this  action.  The  plaintiffs  claim  to  recover  upon  two  grounds. 
First,  that  the  mischief  arose  from  the  negligence  of  the  defend- 
ants. Upon  this  matter  the  evidence  was  very  slight,  and  there 
was  no  inconsistency  in  it.  The  closet  was  inside  the  defendant's 
private  office,  and  no  one  had  access  to  it  but  the  two  partners  in 
the  defendant's  firm,  and  it  was  for  their  exclusive  use.  One  of 
the  partners  was  from  home  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence ;  the 
other  partner,  who  was  called  as  a  witness,  stated  that  the  closet 
had  previously  to  the  Saturday  been  in  good  order ;  that  he  be- 
lieved he  had  used  it  on  the  Saturday  morning  and  found  noth- 
ing amiss,  and  no  one  could  have  used  it  afterward ;  that  on  the 
Saturday  evening  at  about  6  or  6.30,  he  washed  his  hands  at  the 
wash-stand  in  the  same  room  with  the  closet,  and  nothing 
then  appeared  to  be  the  matter  with  it.  He  then  left  the  office 
and  no  one  entered  it  again  until  Monday  morning.  On  the 
Monday  morning  when  the  plaintiff  came  to  his  shop,  he  found 
the  damage  done.  Together  with  a  plumber,  whom  he  had  sent 
for,  he  traced  the  escape  of  water  upward  to  the  second  floor. 
They  obtained  access  to  the  defendant's  offices  and  the  closet 
inside,  and  found  that  the  water  had  overflowed  the  pan.  On 
examination  it  appeared  the  cause  of  this  was  that  the  valve 
admitting  the  supply  of  water  to  the  pan  had  given  way  and 
failed  to  close,  and  the  over-flow  pipe  had  become  stuffed  with 
paper ;  the  valve,  the  defect  in  which  was  the  real  cause  of  the 
mischief,  was  under  the  seat  of  the  closet,  and  could  only  be 
reached  or  seen  by  removing  the  wood  work.  Upon  this  evi- 
dence the  court  held  that  the  defendants  were  not  guilty  of  any 
negligence.  Up  to  Saturday  evening  there  was  no  reason  to 
suspect  that  the  valve  had  given  way,  or  was  in  any  danger  of 
giving  way,  or  that  any  thing  was  wrong  with  the  closet,  and  there 
was  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  danger  therefrom.  But  it  was  in- 
sisted, on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  that  he  was  entitled  to  recover, 
even  in  the  absence  of  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendants. 
The  court  say :  "  It  is  argued  upon  the  authority  of  Rytands  v. 
Fletcher^  Law  Rep.,  3  H.  L.  330,  and  other  cases  similar  :<n  prin- 
17 
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ciple.  In  that  case  it  was  decided  that,  as  between  adjoining 
owners,  one  who  diverted  water  from  its  natural  flow,  and  accumu- 
lated it  on  his  own  land  for  his  own  purposes,  is  bound,  at  all 
hazards,  to  prevent  its  escape,  and  if  it  does  escape,  negligence  or 
no  negligence,  he  is  responsible  to  his  neighbor  for  the  conse- 
quences. It  is  contended  that  the  same  rule  applies  to  this  case. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  case  of  Carstairs  v.  Taylor^  Law  Rep., 
6  Ex.  217,  has  been  cited.  In  that  case  the  plaintiff  was  the 
occupier  of  the  ground  floor  of  a  warehouse,  and  the  defendant 
of  the  upper  part.  The  water  from  the  roof  was  collected  by 
gutters  into  a  box.  The  water  escaped  and  injured  the  plaintiff's 
goods  in  his  warehouse  below  ;  and  it  was  held  that  the  defendant 
was  not  liable  for  this  damage.  That  case  is  not,  I  think,  at  all 
a  direct  authority  for  the  decision  of  the  present ;  it  differs  in 
two  important  particulars.  The  apparatus  for  conducting  the 
water  was  there  as  much  for  the  benefit  of  the  plaintiff"  as  of  the 
defendant,  a  fact  upon  which  much  stress  is  laid  in  the  judgment 
of  Bramwell,  B.,  while  here  the  water-closet  was  solely  for  the 
defendants'  benefit ;  and  further,  in  that  case,  the  circumstance 
that  caused  the  damage  was  one  falling  under  the  head  of  vis 
major,  a  fact  to  which  much  weight  is  given  by  the  Loed  Chief 
Baron  and  Martin,  B.  This  cannot  be  said  in  the  present  case. 
I  think,  however,  that  the  judgment  in  Carstairs  v.  Taylor  leaves 
it  very  doubtful  whether  the  rule  of  law,  laid  down  in  Rylands 
V.  Fletcher^  Law  Rep.,  3  H.  L.  330,  in  the  case  of  adjacent 
owners,  applies  to  the  case  of  two  persons  occupying  two  floors 
of  the  same  house.  But  assuming  the  rule  to  apply,  is  the  pres- 
ent case  within  it  ?  As  between  the  occupiers  of  part  of  a  house 
—  a  thing  wholly  artificial  —  it  is  rather  a  straining  of  language 
to  speak  of  any  one  state  of  things  as  more  natural  than  another. 
But  I  think  that  in  the  words  of  Martest,  B.,  in  the  case  already 
referred  to,  "  one  who  takes  a  floor  of  a  house  must  be  held  to 
take  the  premises  as  they  are."  As  far  as  he  is  concerned,  I 
think  the  state  of  things  then  existing  may  be  treated  as  the 
natural  state  of  things,  and  the  flow  of  water  through  cisterns 
and  pipes  then  in  operation  as  equivalent  to  the  natural  flow  of 
water.  I  think  he  takes  subject  to  the  ordinary  risks  arising  from 
the  use  of  the  rest  of  the  house  as  it  stands ;  and  that  one  who 
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merely  continues  to  use  the  rest  of  the  house  as  it  stands  and  in 
the  ordinary  manner  does  not  fall  within  the  rule  laid  down  in 
Rylands  v.  Fletcher^  and  in  the  absence  of  negligence,  is  not 
liable  for  the  consequences ;  and,  in  the  present  case,  there  is 
nothing  to  show,  nor  has  it  been  suggested  that  it  has  been  in  any 
way  altered  since  the  plaintiff  became  tenant  of  the  ground  floor, 
or  that  it  has  been  used  in  any  but  the  ordinary  manner.  The 
question  is  one  of  some  difficulty,  but  my  opinion  is  that,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  in  the  absence  of  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  defendants,  they  are  not  liable  for  the  damage 
which  the  plaintiff  has  sustained.  Blaokbukn,  J.,  said :  "  I  think 
it  is  impossible  to  say  that  defendants,  as  occupiers  of  the  upper 
story  of  a  house,  were  liable  to  the  plaintiff'  under  the  circum- 
stances found  in  the  case.  The  water-closet  and  the  supply-pipe 
are  for  their  convenience  and  use,  but  I  cannot  think  there  is  any 
obligation  on  them  at  all  hazards  to  keep  the  pipe  from  bursting 
or  otherwise  getting  out  of  order.  The  cause  of  the  overflow 
was  the  valve  of  the  supply  pipe  getting  out  of  order,  and  the 
escape  pipe  being  chocked  with  paper,  and  the  judge  has  expressly 
found  that  there  was  no  negligence,  and  the  only  ground  taken 
by  the  plaintiff  is,  that  the  plaintiff  and  defendants,  being  occu- 
piers under  the  same  landlord,  the  defendants,  being  the  occupiers 
of  the  upper  story,  contracted  an  obligation  binding  them  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff",  the  occupier  of  the  lower  story,  to  keep  the 
water  in  at  their  peril.  I  do  not  agree  to  that ;  I  do  not  think  the 
maxim  "  Bio  utere  tuo  ut  alienum  non  laedas^''  applies.  Negli- 
gence is  negatived,  and  probably  if  the  defendants  had  got  notice 
of  the  state  of  the  valve  and  pipe  and  had  done  nothing,  there 
might  have  been  ground  for  the  argument  that  they  were  liable 
for  the  consequences ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  law  casts  on  the 
defendants  any  such  obligation  as  the  plaintiff  contends  for. 
The  judgment  must,  therefore,  be  affirmed.  Melloe,  J. —  I  am 
of  the  same  opinion.  I  was  prepared  to  listen  to  any  authority 
in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  but  none  has  been  found.  In  the  absence 
of  negligence,  there  is  nothing  in  the  relative  position  of  the 
parties  which  would  make  the  defendants  liable.  The  statement 
in  the  case  rendered  the  judge's  decision  doubtful,  but  this  was 
cleared  up  when  the  judgment  was  read.     I  was  very  glad  that 
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this  was  done.  I  am  quite  satisfied  with  the  reasoning  in  it. 
Rylands  v.  Fletcher  does  not  apply  ;  and  Car  stairs  v.  Taylor  is 
a  much  stronger  case  than  the  present,  as  it  seems  to  me  in  favor 
of  the  defendants." 

Sec.  126.  The  case  of  Marshall  v.  CoJie7i^  44  Ga.  489  ;  9  Am. 
Eep.  ITO,  might  be  regarded  as  in  conflict  with  the  doctrine  of 
this  case,  but  an  examination  of  the  facts  of  the  case  shows  that 
the  defendant  was  clearly  chargeable  with  negligence,  and  that 
this  was  the  ground  upon  which  the  court  upheld  the  action.  It 
appeared  that  the  plaintiff  was  the  occupant  of  the  ground  floor 
of  a  building  OM'ned  by  the  defendant ;  the  upper  portion  of  the 
building  was  occupied  by  other  tenants  ;  there  was  a  water-closet 
on  the  upper  floor  for  the  convenience  and  use  of  the  tenants  of 
that  floor ;  the  water-closet  and  pipes  were  not  in  a  defective 
condition,  and,  therefore,  were  not  a  nuisance  when  the  plaintiff 
rented  the  store.  But  it  did'  appear  that  the  closet  was  used  not 
only  by  the  tenants,  but  was  open  night  and  day  for  the  use  of 
outsiders,  and  was  at  times  in  very  bad  condition,  and  the 
plumber  who  had  been  called  by  her  on  one  or  two  occasions  to 
repair  the  closet,  advised  her  to  close  it  up.  It  also  appeared 
that  previous  to  the  damage  sued  for  there  had  been  a  leakage 
and  her  attention  was  called  to  it,  and  she  promised  to  repair  it, 
but  neglected  so  to  do,  and  the  result  was  that  the  water  over- 
flowed and  injured  the  plaintiff's  goods.  Locheam,  C.  J.,  says: 
"  There  is  nothing  clearer,  as  a  principle  of  law,  than  that  a  party 
is  liable  for  damages  done  by  himself,  his  servants  or  agents  in 
maintaining  and  keeping  up  a  private  nuisance.  The  evidence 
in  this  case  shows  that  this  closet  was,  at  times,  in  very  bad  order 
and  condition ;  that  it  was  kept  in  this  condition.  *  *  * 
And  it  appears,  previous  to  the  damage  sued  for,  there  was  a 
leakage  of  which  she  was  notifled,  and  she  promised  to  fix  it.^^ 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  this  case  there  was  the  most  flagrant 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  in  not  keeping  the  water- 
closet  closed,  except  as  to  her  tenants,  and  in  not  repairing  it 
when  she  was  notified  of  its  leaky  condition,  and  particularly 
when  she  had  agreed  to  do  so.  Nothing  is  better  settled,  than 
that  defective  water-closets,  defective  water-pipes,  or  the  negli- 
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gent  maintenance  of  any  thing  which  may  become  a  nuisance 
except  by  the  exercise  of  proper  care,  becomes  a  nuisance  when 
negligently  or  carelessly  maintained.  That  the  court  in  this  case 
put  the  defendant's  liability  squarely  upon  the  negligence  of  the 
defendant  is  apparent.  "  A  general  principle  ma}^  be  recognized," 
says  the  judge  farther  on  in  his  opinion,  "  that  one  who  permits 
a  wrong  to  be  done  is  as  liable  as  he  who  does  it.  In  torts  all 
are  regarded  as  principals.  This  damage  was  the  result  of  a 
nuisance  kept  by  the  landlord  upon  the  premises ;  and  that  it 
was  done  by  his  own  tenants  does  not  change  the  charge  or  re- 
move the  liability.  One  who  erects  any  thing  upon  his  land 
which,  by  ignition,  burns  down  the  house  of  one  adjoining,  is 
liable.  *  *  *  The  act  was  produced  by  a  water-closet  which, 
if  not  kept  clean  and  in  proper  order,  was  per  se  a  private  nui- 
sance, and  the  natural  and  ordinary  consequence  of  which  was 
to  produce  a  nuisance  in  the  inherent  consequence  of  the  thing 
itself.  And  when  there  was  proof,  as  in  this  case,  of  this  defect 
leing  knoion  to  the  defendant  by  information  and  by  actual 
notice  of  a  previous  leak,  we  think  the  reasons  of  this  liability 
appear."  ' 

Sec.  127.  In  Gar  stairs  v.  Taylor^  previously  referred  to,  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant  were  the  occupants  of  the  same  building. 
The  plaintiff  of  the  lower  story,  and  the  defendant  of  the  upper 
story.  For  their  mutual  use  and  benefit  a  tank  was  erected  in 
the  upper  story,  connected  with  the  gutters  and  the  roof,  so  that 
the  rain  falling  upon  the  building  was  collected  and  gathered  in 
the  tank,  and  was  used  by  both  occupants.  A  rat  having  eaten 
a  hole  through  the  tank,  the  water  escaped,  and  flooded  the 
plaintiff's  premises.  The  court  held  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  the  rule  in  Rylands  v.  Fletcher  did  not 
apply,  for  the  water  was  collected  for  the  use  of  both  parties,  and 

'  Robbins  v.  Mount,  4  Eob.   (N.  T.  Bell  v.   Twenty  men,  1    Q.    B.    766 ; 

16)  553  ;    Treadwell  d.  Davis,  39  Ga,  Bell  v.  Armstrong,  10  Ind.  181  ;    War- 

240 ;  Ball  v.  Nye,  99  Mass.  583  ;  White-  ren  v.  Kauffman,  2  Phila.  259  ;  Killon 

house  v.  Birmingham  Canal  Co.,  5  H.  v.  Power,  51  Penn.   St.  429  ;  Moore  v. 

&  N.  928  ;  Blyth  v.  Birmingham  Water  Goedel,7  Bosw.  (N.  Y.)  591 ;  34  N.  Y. 

Works  Co.,  11  Exchq.  781  ;  Bagnall  v.  527  ;  Ortmayer  v.  Johnson,  45  111.  469  ; 

R.  R.  Co.,  1  H.  &  C.  544  ;    Harrison  v.  Weston  v.  Incorp.  of  Tailors,  Hay,  66. 
Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  8  id.  231 ; 


134  PRIVATE   NUISANCES. 

the  injury  resulted,  not  from  any  negligence  of  the  defendants, 
but  rather  was  attributable  to  vis  major. 

Sec.  128.  In  Rollins  v.  Mount.,  4  Kobertson  (N.  Y,),  553,  the 
building  was  occupied  by  numerous  tenants,  and  the  landlord 
provided  a  janitor  to  take  charge  of  the  building,  who  was  paid 
for  his  services  by  the  tenants  according  to  the  space  that  each 
occupied.  A  faucet  was  left  open  in  a  room  of  an  upper  tenant 
one  night  and  the  water  left  running  into  a  urinal,  which  being 
choked  up  with  tobacco  overflowed  and  damaged  the  tenants 
below.  Upon  the  trial  in  the  court  below  the  judge  charged  the 
jury,  that  if  the  overflow  was  caused  by  the  negligence  of 
the  defendant  ;  or  if  the  fixture  was  invproperly  const/ructed^ 
or  should  not  have  been  there  at  all,  or  if  all  the  safeguards 
that  could  possibly  have  been  placed  there,  were  not  placed 
there,  and  the  fixture  was  unsafe,  the  defendants  were  liable  irre- 
spective of  the  question  of  negligence.  The  jury  having  found 
for^the  defendant  the  ruling  of  the  judge  was  fully  sustained. 

Sec.  129.  There  is  a  wide  distinction  between  acts  lawful  in 
themselves,  done  by  one  upon  his  own  premises,  which  may  result 
in  injury  to  another  if  not  properly  done  or  guarded,  and  those 
which  in  the  nature  of  things  must  so  result.  In  the  former  case 
a  party  could  only  be  made  liable  for  actual  negligence  in  the 
performance  of  the  act  or  mode  of  maintaining  it,  '  while  in  the 
latter  ease  he  would  be  liable  for  all  the  consequences  of  his  acts 
whether  guilty  of  negligence  or  not."  The  one  act  only  becomes 
a  nuisance  by  reason  of  the  negligent  manner  in  which  it  is  per- 
formed or  maintained,  while  the  other  is  a  nuisance  _^6/'  se.  ' 

Sec.  1 30.  In  Rochwood  v.  Wilson  the  court  say  that  "  nothing 
can  be  better  settled  than  that  if  one  do  a  lawful  act  on  his  own 
premises,  he  cannot  beheld  responsible  for  injuries  that  may  result 
from  it,  unless  it  was  so  done  as  to  constitute  actionable  negligence," 
and  this  is  sometimes  quoted  as  sustaining  the  doctrine  that  a  per- 
son is  never  liable  for  the  consequences  of  a  lawful  act,  unless 

1  Rockwood  ».  Wilson,   11   CusMng  *  Cahill  v.   Eastman,  18  Minn.  324, 

(Mass.),  22.  10  Am.   Rep.  184;  Phinzey  t).  City  of 

*  Bagnall  v.  London  N.W.  R.  R.  Co.,  Augusta,  47  Ga.  263. 
7  H.  N.  423. 
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chargeable  with  negligence.  But  this  is  clearly  not  the  sense  in 
which  the  court  intended  to  be  understood,  for  in  the  same  judg- 
ment they  refer  to  and  distinguish  between  this  class  of  acts,  and 
those  which  amount  to  private  nuisances,  which  it  terms  unlawful 
acts.  Indeed,  the  court  evidently  had  in  view  the  distinction 
between  acts  that  merely  may,  and  those  which  absolutely  raust 
result  injuriously  to  others,  if  they,  from  any  cause,  miscarry ;  and 
this  view  of  the  evident  meaning  of  the  court  is  strengthened  by 
the  authorities  to  which  it  refers  to  sustain  its  doctrine.'  Generally, 
the  question  of  care  or  want  of  care  is  not  involved  in  an  action 
for  injuries  resulting  from  a  nuisance,  and  the  presence  or  absence 
of  the  one  or  the  other  will  not  operate  to  shield  one  from  lia- 
bility on  the  one  hand,  or  always  to  charge  him  with  it  on  the 
other.  The  usual  question  is,  whether  the  injury  resulted  from 
Bome  act  done  outside  the  property  injured,  and  is  the  natural 
and  probable  consequence  of  the  act  or  thing  complained  of.  If 
so,  it  is  a  nuisance,  however  lawful  in  itself,  and  however  high  a 
degree  of  care  or  skill  may  have  been  exercised  to  prevent  the 
injury.^ 

Sec.  131.  In  Cahill  v.  Eastman^  18  Minn.  324 ;  10  Am.  Eep. 
184,  this  doctrine  is  well  illustrated.  In  that  case,  the  defendant, 
prior  to  October  4,  1869,  for  some  purpose  that  does  not  appear 
in  the  report  of  the  case,  dug  a  tunnel  six  feet  high  from  the 
lower  end  of  Hennepin  island  in  the  Mississippi  river,  under  the 
entire  length  of  the  island  and  for  a  distance  of  three  hundred 
feet  under  the  bed  of  the  river  and  mill  pond  above  the  upper 
end  of  the  island,  through  the  hard  sand  under  the  lime  stone 
strata,  and  at  a  depth  of  more  than  thirty  feet  below  the  level  of 
the  bed  of  the  river  above  the  falls.  On  the  4th  of  October, 
1869,  the  water  of  the  river  burst  into  the  tunnel,  at  the  upper 
end  of  it,  and  rushed  through  it  in  great  volumes,  tilling  it  up 
and  rending  the  rocks,  and  tearing  away  the  ground  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  on  the  top  and  sides,  for  its  entire  length.  The 
flow  of  water  through  the  tunnel  was  thereafter  mostly  stopped. 
On  the  8th  of  January  following,  the  plaintiff  purchased  a  cer- 
tain interest  in  Hennepin  island  and  operated  a  mill  upon  the 

'  Panton  c.  Holland,  17  Johns.  (N.T.)        '  Thurston  v.  Hancock,  12  Mass.  220. 
72. 
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mill-pond  above  referred  to.  In  April,  1870,  during  an  ordinary 
freshet,  the  water  again  burst  into  the  tunnel,  filling  it,  and  rush- 
ing through  it  in  such  force  and  volume  that  it  mashed  out  and 
undermined  the  lower  end  of  the  island  between  the  tunnel  and 
the  eastern  shore  on  which  the  plaintiff's  mill  stood,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  tunnel  to  the  plaintiff's  mill,  and  also  washed  out 
and  undermined  certain  land  over  which  the  plaintiffs  had  a 
right  of  way,  under  which  their  mill  stood,  which  is  the  injury 
complained  of.  There  was  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  lower 
court,  and  the  question  came  before  the  supreme  court  for  final 
revision.  The  defendant  insisted  that  no  recovery  could  be  had 
in  the  case  without  proof  of  negligence  on  his  part  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  tunnel.  The  court,  however,  conceding  to  the 
defendant  all  the  care  and  skill  that  a  prudent  man  would  exer- 
cise in  such  a  work,  held  that  the  question  of  liability  in  such  a 
case  is  not  dependent  upon  the  question  of  care  or  want  of  care 
on  the  part  of  the  person  doing  the  act  complained  of.  The  tun- 
nel, though  lawful  in  itself,  was  only  lawful  so  long  as  it  resisted 
the  pressure  upon  it,  and  the  defendant  was  bound,  at  his jperil, 
to  construct  it  so  that  it  should  not  give  way.  The  act  of  con- 
structing it,  being  an  interference  with  the  natural  condition  of 
the  bed  of  the  stream  by  a  withdrawal  of  its  support,  was  a 
nuisance,  and  the  defendant  was  liable  for  all  the  natural  and 
probable  consequences  that  flowed  therefrom. 

Sec.  132.  There  is  a  class  of  cases  where  the  question  of  neg- 
ligence is  material.  Where  the  legislature  has  authorized  the 
doing  of  an  act  which  would  otherwise  be  a  nuisance,  the  person 
or  company  so  authorized  to  do  the  act,  if  in  the  exercise  of  the 
highest  degree  of  care  and  skill,  is  shielded  from  liability  for  dam- 
ages that  ensue,  if  the  act  producing  the  damage  comes  fairly 
within  the  scope  of  the  act.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  an  action 
may  be  maintained  against  an  incorporated  water-works  company 
where  the  workmen  employed  to  lay  the  pipes,  by  the  contrac- 
tor, performed  the  work  in  such  a  negligent  manner  that  an  indi- 
vidual passing  along  the  street  receives  an  injury,*  for  a  company 
authorized   by  the  legislature  to  do  an  act  which  may  result  in 

'  Matthews  ■».  London  Water  Works     Co.,  3  Camp.  403  ;  Tremain   v.  Cohoea 

Co.,  1  N.  T.  163. 


PEIVATE  NUISANCES.  137 

mischief  if  not  properly  done,  is  bound  to  the  exercise  of  the 
highest  precaution  to  prevent  such  results. '  When  a  company 
for  the  purposes  of  their  business  are  authorized  to  take  up  the 
pavement  of  the  street  they  are  bound  at  their  peril  to  replace  it 
in  a  firm  and  substantial  manner,  and  if  the  stones  are  replaced 
in  such  a  manner  that  a  person  stepping  upon  them,  or  a  team 
passing  over  them,  sustains  an  injury,  they  are  liable  therefor. ' 
But,  if  a  person  or  corporation  exceeds  the  powers  conferred  by 
the  legislature,  and  does  an  act  that  is  not  within  the  scope  of 
the  powers  granted,  their  acts  are  a  nuisance,  and  no  degree  of 
care  or  skill  will  shield  them  from  liability  for  all  injuries  that 
result  therefrom.^  In  Hay  v.  Cohoes  Co.,  1  N^.  Y.  159,  the  de- 
fendants were  authorized  by  the  legislature  to  dig  a  canal  to 
supply  water  for  their  works,  and  in  carrying  out  the  enterprise, 
they  blasted  the  rocks  found  in  the  line  adopted  by  them  for  the 
canal.  Pieces  of  rocks  were  thrown  by  the  blast  against  the 
plaintiff's  house,  rendering  its  occupancy  not  only  uncomfortable 
but  absolutely  dangerous,  and  seriously  damaging  the  building. 
The  court  held  that  the  act  of  the  legislature  did  not  authorize 
the  company  to  do  an  act  which  would  injure  the  property  of 
others,  and  that  the  blasting  of  the  rocks  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
plaintiff's  house,  which  endangered  the  safety  of  those  residing 
there,  or  damaging  the  property,  was  a  nuisance,  and  no  degree  of 
care  or  skill  exercised  in  the  work  would  shield  them  from  liabil- 
ity. In  Tremain  v.  Cohoes  Co.,  involving  the  same  questions, 
and  which  was  an  action  for  injuries  arising  from  the  same  cause, 
Gardner,  J,,  said  :  ^^  How  the  defendants  performed  their  work 
is  of  no  consequence ;  what  they  did  to  the  plaintiff  's  injury,  is 
the  sole  question." 

Sec.  133.  In  Phinzey  v.  The  City  of  Augusta,  4Y  Ga.  263, 
the  city  brought  water  into  a  canal  erected  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
applied  for  manufacturing  uses.  The  canal  was  built  of  sufficient 
strength,  but  the  water  conveyed  therein  was  brought  from  a 
distant  stream  and  would  not  have  flowed  into  the  city  except  for 

'  Weld     V.    The    Gas-light   Co.,    1  »  Renwick  v.  Morris,  3  Hill  (N.  T ), 

Starkie,  189.  621 ;  Com.  v.  Ruggles,  10  Mass.  391 

«  Drew  V.  The  New  River  Co.,  Craig  Mills  v.  Hall,  9  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  315. 
&P.  754. 
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the  canal,  and  its  diversion  there  by  the  defendants.  Upon  the 
occasion  of  a  severe  freshet,  the  water  in  the  canal  raised  to  such  a 
height  that  the  city  was  in  danger  of  being  seriously  inundated 
therefrom.  To  prevent  this  calamity,  the  water  was  allowed  to 
escape  through  the  sewer  pipes,  and  by  being  subjected  to  this 
severe  and  extraordinary  strain,  some  of  the  pipes  gave  way, 
and  the  plaintiffs  premises  were  thereby  injured.  The  court 
held  that  the  city  having  brought  the  water  where  it  would  not 
have  come  except  for  their  acts,  thereby  created  a  nuisance,  and 
were  bound,  at  all  hazards,  to  keep  the  water  in  the  canal.  That 
the  sewer  pipes  might  properly  be  subjected  to  the  burden  of 
discharging  the  surface  water  that  naturally  would  flow  through 
them,  but  that,  not  even  to  save  the  city  from  inundation,  could 
the  authorities  lawfully  let  the  water  from  the  canal  into  the 
pipes.  And  this,  upon  the  principle  that  when  one  brings  that 
upon  his  premises  which,  if  it  escapes,  must  injure  another,  he  is 
bound,  at  all  hazards,  to  keep  it  in,  and  no  degree  of  care  or  skill 
will  save  him  from  liability,  and  this,  even  though  the  promoting 
cause  of  the  injury  be  the  action  of  the  elements.' 

Sec.  134.  When  a  person  is  authorized  to  do  an  act  upon  an- 
other's premises  the  natural  effect  of  which  is  to  endanger  the 
lives  and  property  of  those  giving  the  authority,  the  person  so 
authorized  to  do  the  act  is  bound  to  provide  and  maintain  all 
suitable  and  proper  safeguards  against  injurious  results  therefrom. 
The  law  presumes  that  the  authority  given  is  coupled  with  that 
condition.  Thus  when  the  owner  of  the  surface  conveys  the 
minerals  beneath  to  another  with  the  privilege  of  sinking  a  shaft 
upon  his  premises,  the  owner  of  the  minerals  is  bound  to  fence 
the  shaft,  and  provide  and  maintain  suitable  and  sufficient  bar- 
riers to  prevent  either  persons  traveling  there,  or  cattle  and  sheep 
depasturing  in  the  field,  from  falling  into  the  shaft ; '  and  this 
liability  continues  so  long  as  the  person  has  dominion  and  control 
over  the  shaft. '  And  when  the  mine  owner  abandons  his  con- 
trol and  dominion  over  the  shaft,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  land-owner 

'  Montgomery  v.  Fleming.  2  Stuart,  53  ;  Leslie   v.   Pound,   4  Taunt.    649. 

519,  establishes  the  same  rule.  See  chap,  on  Highways,  infra. 

•■'Williams  v.    Graucott,  4   B.   &    S.  3  gy^ray 'U.  White,  1  M.  &   W.  435; 

149  ;  Hadley  v.  Taylor,  L.  R.,  1  C.  P.  Walter  v.  Dunk,  4  F.  &  F.  298. 
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himself  to  fence  the  shaft,  or  he  will  be  liable  for  injuries  re- 
ceived by  persons  lawfully  traveling  there,  by  falling  down  the 
pit.  The  same  rule  also  applies  to  wells,  quarries,  or  any  danger- 
ous excavations  upon  one's  premises.  *  And  this  is  so,  even 
though  the  interests  of  the  occupier  are  better  served  by  keep- 
ing the  quarry  or  excavations  unfenced,  and  though  there  is  no 
obliaration  as  between  him  and  his  servants  to  fence  it.  *  And 
where  excavations  are  made  so  near  to  a  highway,  that  a  person 
passing  along  by  slipping  may  be  precipitated  into  it,  the  occu- 
pant of  the  premises  in  which  the  excavation  exists  will  be  liable 
for  all  the  injuries  sustained  thereby.  And  it  seems  that  liabil" 
ity  exists,  even  though  the  duty  of  fencing  the  excavation  rests 
npon  some  other  person.  But  this  must  be  understood  as  sub- 
ject to  the  qualification,  that  the  person  injured  was  himself 
guilty  of  no  fault  or  negligence.  A  person  cannot  rush  blindly 
upon  danger  and  then  charge  the  responsibility  of  his  injuries 
upon  another.  When  a  man  is  traveling  upon  a  highway  he  is 
bound  to  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care,  and  when  he  is  upon 
strange  premises  either  by  day  or  night  he  is  bound  to  keep  a 
proper  lookout,  and  cannot  recover  for  injuries  that  might  have 
been  avoided  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care. 

Sec.  135.  A  man's  dominion  over  his  own  premises  is  qualified 
to  the  extent  that  his  use  of  them  must  be  reasonable,  and  such 
as  not  directly  calculated  to  produce  injury  to  others.'  Thus  a 
man  may  not  even  for  the  protection  of  his  property  set  danger- 
ous traps  or  spring  guns  upon  his  premises  in  such  a  situation 
that  they  may  do  injury  to  another,  who  goes  upon  the  premises 
either  lawfully  or  unlawfully  without  notice  of  their  existence.* 
But  it  seems  that  the  intent  with  which  the  act  is  done  is  held  to 
qualify  the  liability  for  injuries  arising  from  such  causes  to  ani- 
mals.' Thus  in  Johnson  v.  Patterson,  14  Conn.  1,  it  was  held 
that,  when  the  defendant  threw  poisoned  dough  upon  his  premises 

'  Pickard  v.  Smith,  10  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  298  ;  Indemaur  v.  Dames,  L.  R.,  1  C.  P. 

470  ;  Bishop  v.  Trustees,  1  Ell.  &  Ell.  274. 

697  ;  Hardcastle    v.    So.    York   R.   R.  ^  Barnes  v.  Hathorn,  54  Me.  124. 

Co.,  4  H.  &  N.  67  ;  Williamson  v.  Fair-  *  Bird  v.  Holbrook,  4  Bin^.  628;  Deane 

rer,  32  L.  J.  (Ex.)  \Td.  v.   Clavton,  7   Taunt.   489  ;     Illott   v. 

2  Brinks  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  L.  J.  (Q.  B.)  Wilkes,  3  B.  &  Aid.  304. 

26  ;  Harmsell  v.  Smvth,  29  L.  J.  (C.  » Jordin  v.  Crump,  8  M.  &  W,  787. 
P.)  203 ;  Welter  v.   Dunk,  4  F.  &   F. 
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with  intent  to  kill  the  plaintiff's  heus,  which  trespassed  upon 
his  premises,  he  was  liable  for  the  value  of  the  hens  killed, 
although  he  gave  the  plaintiff  notice  that  if  he  did  not  confine 
his  hens  he  should  poison  them.  So  too,  in  England,  where  by 
statute  the  setting  of  dog  traps,  man  traps  and  spring  guns  is 
made  unlawful,  except  for  the  destruction  of  vermin,  or  of  dogs 
in  pursuit  of  game,  it  is  held  unlawful  and  actionable  to  bait  the 
traps  with  a  view  to  drawing  dogs  to  the  traps ; '  but  no  liability- 
exists  for  dogs  or  other  animals  that  are  killed  or  injured  by  run- 
ning on  to  unbaited  traps,  that  are  set  for  lawful  purposes  and 
with  no  wrongful  intent.' 

Sec.  136.  There  is  no  question  but  that  a  man  may  lawfully 
set  spring  guns  or  any  other  dangerous  traps  in  his  dwelling- 
house  or  store,  to  protect  his  house  at  night  time  from  burglars, 
but  he  must  see  to  it  that  they  are  so  arranged  as  not  to  inflict 
injury  upon  those  who  go  there  for  lawful  purposes,  and  seek 
admission  in  the  usual  and  lawful  modes.  Thus,  if  a  gun  or 
other  dangerous  implement  should  be  so  arranged  that  a  person 
coming  to  the  premises,  upon  applying  the  knocker  to  the  door, 
or  in  pulling  the  bell  knob,  should  receive  an  injury,  there  can 
be  no  question  but  that  the  person  setting  or  causing  the  gun 
or  other  weapon  to  be  so  set  as  to  produce  the  injury  would  be 
liable  for  all  the  consequences.  The  right  must  be  exercised 
in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  injury  alone  to  those  seeking  to  gain 
admission  by  extraordinary  and  unlawful  methods. ' 

Sec.  137.  If  a  person  keeps  open  a  path  to  his  house  for  the 
approach  of  all  having  occasion  to  call  there,  makes  excavations 
near  the  path,  or  places  any  dangerous  obstacle  there  whereby  a 
person  is  injured  in  traveling  over  the  path,  he  is  liable  for  the 
injury  even  though  the  person  is  a  trespasser.  By  making  the 
path  as  an  approach  to  his  house  he  thereby  has  given  implied 
permission  to  all  persons  having  occasion  to  do  so,  to  go  over  it 
to  his  house,  and  he  cannot  shield  himself  from  liability,  upon 
the  ground  that  they  had  no  business  there.'     He  is  treated  by 

1  Townsend  v.   Wathen,  9  East,  277.  B.  204 ;  Gandset  v.  Egerton,  L.  R.,  2  C. 

*  Jordin  v.  Crump,   8  M.  &  W.  787  ;  P.  371 ;  Lancaster  Canal  Co.  v.  Barnaby, 

State  V.  Moore,  31  Conn.  479.  11  Ad.  &  E.  243  ;  Jarvis  v.  Dean,  11 

3  Blytlie  V.  Topham,  1  Rolle's  Abr.  88 ;  Moore,  354 ;  Indemaur  «.  Dames,  L.  R., 
Cro.  Jac.  158  ;  Stone  v.  Jackson.  16  C. 
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maintaining  the  path  to  hold  out  an  invitation  to  all  persons  to 
use  it  who  have  reasonable  grounds  to  do  so,  and  he  is  bound,  at 
his  peril,  to  keep  it  in  a  safe  condition.  The  degree  of  liability 
for  neglecting  to  fence  off  dangerous  places,  is  the  same  as  that 
of  a  shop-keeper  who  invites  the  public  to  his  shop,  and  leaves 
his  trap-doors  or  other  dangerous  traps  in  an  insecure  ai  d  unsafe 
condition,' 

Sec.  138.  "When  by  grant  or  prescription  the  duty  is  imposed 
upon  one  land  owner  to  maintain  a  fence  for  the  benefit  of  the 
adjoining  land,  the  person  upon  whom  this  duty  rests,  is  liable 
to  the  adjoining  owner  for  all  damages  that  are  sustained  by  him 
by  reason  of  his  neglect  to  maintain  the  fence  in  a  proper  state 
of  repair.  If,  by  reason  of  a  defective  condition  of  the  fence, 
his  cattle  or  sheep  escape,  or  the  cattle  and  sheep  which  he  has 
taken  to  depasture  there  escape,  the  person  whose  duty  it  was  to 
keep  up  the  fence  is  liable  for  all  the  damages  that  ensue.  If  his 
cattle,  or  those  which  he  has  taken  to  depasture,  escape  through 
the  defective  fence,  and  fall  into  a  pit  or  otherwise  are  killed  or 
injured,  he  must  respond  in  damages  for  the  injury  thus  sustained 
as  well  as  for  all  injuries  that  result  therefrom.' 

Sec.  139.  As  between  a  landlord  and  his  tenant,  there  is  no 
obligation  upon  the  landlord  to  repair  the  building  in  the  absence 
of  an  express  covenant  to  that  end.'  It  has  been  held  that,  in 
the  absence  of  such  a  covenant,  the  landlord  is  not  responsible  to 
the  tenant  for  damages  that  he  may  sustain  from  a  leaky  roof, 
insecure  chimney  or  other  defects  in  the  building. 

Sec.  140.  In   Gott  v.  Gandy,  2  Ell.   &  Bl.  847,  the  plaintiff 

rented  a  dwelling-house  of  the  defendant,  and  occupied  it  with 

1  C.  P.  274  ;  Corby  %.  Hill,  4  C.  B.  (N.  163 ;  Hart  ^.  Windsor,  12  M.  &  U.  85 ; 

S.)  556  ;    Hodman  ®.  R.  R.  Co.,  33  L.  J.  Monk  ij.Cooper,  2  Strange,  763;  Balfour 

(Q.  B.)  240  ;  Gallaherij.  Humphrey,  10  iJ.Weston,  1  T.R.  310;  Ainsley  v.  Rutter, 

W.  R.  664 ;  Balch  i5.  Smith,    7H.  &X.  cited    in    above  case;    Tauner's  Case, 

736.  Dyer,  56,  a  ;  Paradise  ».  Jane,  Alleyn, 

'  Jarvis     id.    Dean,    11    Moore,    354;  26;    Carter    «.   Cummings,    cited  in  1 

Indemaur  «.  Dames,  L.  R.,1  C.  P.  274  ;  Chan.  Ca.  84;  Westlake  t.  De  Graw, 

Lancaster  Canal  Co.  u.  Parnabv,  11  A.  25  Wend.  (N.  T.)  669  ;  Howard  ?;.  Doo- 

&  El.  343.                                     ■  little,  3  Duer  (N.  T.),  464 ;  Port  r.  Vit- 

2  Booth  v.  Wilson,  1  B.  &  Aid.  59  ;  ter,  2  E.  D.  Smith  (N.  Y.  C.  P.),  284 ; 
Powell  «.  Salisbury,  2  T.  &  J.  391.  Maver  v.  Muller,  1  Hilt.  (N.  Y.  C.  P.) 

3  Johnson  v.  Dixon,  1  Daly  (N.  Y.  C.  49l". 
P.),  178 :  Taylor's  Landlord  and  Tenant. 
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his  family.  The  chimney  became  weak  and  ruinous  and  fell 
through  the  roof  and  injured  the  furniture  and  family  of  the 
plaintiff.  The  court  held  that  an  action  would  not  lie  against 
the  landlord  for  the  damages.  But  where,  after  the  execution 
of  the  lease  and  before  the  term  begins,  the  premises  are,  by  the 
wrongful  act  of  the  landlord,  rendered  untenantable,  the  lessee 
is  not  bound  by  the  lease.* 

Sec.  141.  Either  the  landlord  or  the  tenant,  or  both,  are  liable  to 
indictment  by  the  public  for  maintaining  a  ruinous  house  in  a 
public  place,  or  a  house  in  a  condition  that  endangers  the  safety 
of  the  public.  But  if  the  defects  are  due  to  the  original  faulty 
construction  of  the  house,  the  landlord  is  alone  liable.  So,  too, 
for  injuries  arising  to  adjoining  owners  therefrom."  Where  the 
houses  are  in  good  repair  when  the  tenant  goes  into  possession, 
and  become  ruinous  while  in  the  tenant's  possession,  the  tenant 
alone  is  liable  for  the  consequences,  public  or  private.' 

Sec.  142.  The  blasting  of  rocks  by  the  use  of  gunpowder  or 
other  explosives  in  the  vicinity  of  another's  dwelling-house  is  a 
nuisance,*  or  in  the  vicinity  of  a  highway  ;*  and  the  person  doiug 
the  act,  or  causing  it  to  be  done,  is  liable  for  all  injuries  that 
result  therefrom.  So,  the  keeping  of  gunpowder,"  nitro  glycer. 
ine,^  damp  jute,*  or  other  explosive  substance  in  large  quantities 
in  the  vicinity  of  one's  dwelling-house  or  place  of  business,  is  a 
nuisance  ^e/*  se,  and  may  be  abated  as  such  by  action  at  law,  or 
by  injunction  from  a  court  of  equity  ;  and  if  actual  injury  re- 
sults therefrom,  the  person  keeping  them  is  liable  therefor,  even 
though  the  act  occasioning  the  explosion  is  due  to  other  persons 
and  is  not  chargeable  to  his  personal  negligence."     So,  too,  upon 

'  Cleves  V.  Willoughby,  7  Hill  (N.  Y.),  ^  Reg.  v.  Mutter,  Leigh's  Cases,  491. 

83.  «Mvers  v.  Malcolm,  6  Hill  (N.  Y.), 

2  Ladd  v.  Flight,  9  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  377  ;  293  ;  Wier  «.  Kirk,  Phila.  Law  Times, 
Rex  V.  Pedly,  1   Ad.   &  El.  822  ;  Bel-  No.  1,  vol.  1,  p.  63. 

lows  v.  Sackett,  15  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  96.  '  CufE  v.  Newark  &  N.  Y.  R.  R.Cc, 

3  Payne  •».  Rogers,  2  H.  &  Bl.  349  ;     35  N.  J.  17;  10  Am.  R.  205. 

Leslie  v.  Pound,  4 Taunt.  648;  Robbins        ^ Hepburn  v.  Lordon,  2  H.  &  M.  Ch, 
V.  Jones,  33  L.  J.  C.  P.  1  ;  Bishop  ti.  345  ;  Reg.  v.  Lister,  3  Jur.  570  ;  Crow- 
Trustees,  1  Ell.  &  Ell.  697  ;  Chantler  der  -».  Tinkler,  19  Ves.  617. 
V.  Robinson,  4  Exchq.  163.  » Myers  «.  Malcolm,  6  Hill  (N.  Y.), 

■»Hay  V.   echoes   Co.,  1  N.  Y.  157;  292;  Hay  v.  Cohoes  Co.,  1  N.  Y.  159. 
Tremain  v.  Cohoes  Co.,  id.  168. 
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principle,  a  loaded  gun  is  regarded  as  a  nuisance,  and  any  per- 
son wiio,  by  its  use  in  a  public  place,  injures  another,  is  liable 
therefor.  So,  too,  if  he  intrusts  it  to  an  incompetent  person  he 
is  liable  for  all  the  consequences  that  result  therefrom  ;  or  if  he 
leaves  it  exposed  in  a  careless  situation  where  others  are  liable  to 
come  in  contact  with  it,  he  is  liable  if  actual  injury  results  there- 
from.' The  rule  in  reference  to  such  injuries  is,  that  if  the 
wrong  and  legal  damages  are  known  by  common  experience  to 
be  the  natural  and  ordinary  sequence  of  an  act,  and  that  damage, 
naturally,  according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  follows  the 
wrong,  the  wrong  and  damage  are  sufficiently  concatenated,  as 
cause  and  eftect  to  support  an  action.'  In  Vanderburgh  v, 
Truax,  4  Denio  (N.  Y.  S.  C),  464,  the  defendant  had  a  quarrel 
with  a  boy,  and  picking  up  a  pick-axe  pursued  him  through 
the  street,  and  the  boy,  to  escape  from  his  pursuer,  ran  into 
a  wine  store,  and  upset  a  cask  of  wine.  In  an  action 
against  the  pursuer,  it  was  held  that  he,  and  not  the  boy,  was 
liable  for  the  damage.  In  Scott  v.  Shepard,  3  Wilson,  403,  the 
defendant  threw  a  lighted  squib  into  the  market  house,  in  the 
market  place,  during  a  fair,  and  the  squib  falling  upon  a  ginger- 
bread stall,  the  stall-keeper,  for  his  own  protection,  threw  it 
across  the  market  place,  where  it  fell  upon  another  stall,  where  it 
was  thrown  ofi  and  exploded  near  the  plaintiff's  eye,  and  blinded 
him.  DeGray,  C.  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
said :  "  All  the  injury  was  done  by  the  first  act  of  the  defendant ; 
that,  and  all  the  intervening  acts,  are  to  be  treated  as  only  one 
act" 

Sec.  143.  There  are  a  class  of  nuisances  that  arise  from  an 
interference,  by  force  or  fraud,  with  the  free  exercise  of  another' s 
trade  or  occupation,  by  preventing  persons  by  threats  from 
trading  with  the  plaintiff,'  or  by  posting  placards  in  the  A-icinity 
of  the  plaintiff's  place  of  business,  calculated  to  bring  the  plain- 
tiff into  contempt  and  to  prevent  people  from  trading  with  him,* 

1  midget.  Goodwin,  5  C.  &  P.  190;  Bell  x.  Midland  R.  R.,  30  L.  R.  273; 

Lvnch  c.  Nurdin,  1  Q.  B.  29  ;  Scott  c.  Springhead  Spinning  Co.  v.  Rilev,  L. 

Siiepard,  3  Wils.  403.  R. ,  6  Eq.  Cas.  551 ;  Keeble  r.  Hecker- 

■  Gerhard    v.    Bates,  2    Ell.  &    Bl.  in  Gill,  11  East,  576  n. 

490.  ■»  Gilbert  v.  Mickle,  4  Sand.  Ch.  (N. 

«  Tarleton  v.  McGamley,  Peake,  270  ;  Y. )  357. 
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or  intimidating  one's  workmen  and  preventing  them  from 
remaining  in  his  employ,'  or  threatening  to  bring  suits  against 
people  who  come  to  buy  the  plaintiff's  goods,  thus  injuring  his 
trade.**  In  the  case  of  Springhead  Spinning  Co.  v.  Eiley^  6  L. 
R.  (Eq.  Cas.)  551,  it  appeared  that  the  defendant  and  others,  who 
were  members  of  a  trades'  union,  issued  placards,  which  they 
caused  to  be  posted  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plaintiff's  mills,  the 
direct  and  natural  effect  of  which  was  not  only  to  cause  the  work- 
men there  engaged  to  leave  their  employ,  but  also  to  prevent 
others  from  engaging  with  them.  Sir  R.  Malins,  Y.  C,  in 
granting  the  injunction,  among  other  things,  said :  "  This  court 
will  interfere  to  prevent  the  destruction  or  deterioration  of  prop- 
erty, from  whatever  acts  they  arise."  So  it  is  a  nuisance  unlaw- 
fully to  obstruct  the  free  access  of  people  to  a  man's  place  of 
business.'  So,  too,  where  a  person  has  an  exclusive  privilege 
conferred  upon  him  to  exercise  a  particular  business  in  a  certain 
district,  it  is  a  nuisance  for  any  other  person  to  set  up  a  similar 
business  within  the  limits  of  his  privilege.*  But  the  privilege 
must  be  one  recognized  by  the  law.  Where  one  has  a  grant 
from  the  legislature  for  a  bridge  over  a  stream,  with  a  provision 
that  no  other  bridge  shall  be  erected  within  two  miles  of  it,  the 
construction  of  another  bridge  within  those  limits  is  a  nuisance, 
and  the  parties  erecting  it  are  liable  for  all  the  damages  that 
result  therefrom,  whether  from  loss  of  tolls  or  actual  injury  to 
the  bridge  itself.' 

Sec.  144.  It  may  be  given  as  a  general  proposition,  that  any 
thing  constructed  on  a  person's  premises  which  of  itself,  or  by 
its  intended  use,  interferes  with  the  rights  of  a  neighbor,  or  with 
the  proper  enjoyment  of  his  property,  is  a  nuisance.  In  Grady 
V.  Walsner,  46  Ala.  351,  the  defendant's  premises  and  the  plain- 
tiff^s  adjoined  each  other,  being  separated  by  an  ordinary  parti- 
tion. The  defendant  erected  in  his  house  a  cooking  range  so  near 
the  partition  wall  that  the  ordinary  use  of  the  range  injured  the 

'  Springhead  Spinning  Co.  v.  Riley,  •*  Bridgland  v.  Shapter,  5  M.  &  W. 

L.  R.,  6  Eq.  Cas.  551.  375 ;  Mayor  v.  Ensor,  L.  R.,  4  Exch.335 ; 

«  Garrett  v.  Taylor,  Cro.  Jac.  567.  Tard  v.  Ford,  2  Wm.  Saunders,  174. 

2  Bell  v.  Midland  R.  R.  Co.,  40  L.  J.  »  Chenango  Bridge  Co.  v.  Lewis,  63 

(C.  P.)  273.  Barb.  (N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.)  111. 
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goods  in  the  plaintiff's  store  bj  reason  of  the  heat  arising  there- 
from, and  rendered  the  plaintiff's  premises  uncomfortable.  The 
court  held  that  the  use  of  the  range  bj  the  defendant  in  that  way 
was  a  nuisance,  and  that  the  landlord  who  erected  the  range 
was  liable  for  the  injuries  resulting  therefrom,  even  though  the 
premises  were  in  the  possession  of  a  tenant  when  the  injury  was 
done. 

Sec.  145.  Among  the  instances  referred  to  in  all  the  old  works 
in  which  the  subject  of  nuisances  is  touched  upon,  is  that  of  the 
negligent  construction  of  a  hay  rick  near  the  boundary  of  one's 
land,  and  Vaughn  v.  Menlove,  3  Bing.  (jST.  C.)  168 ;  3  Hodges,  51, 
32  E.  C.  L.  468,  is  cited,  in  which  the  defendant  was  sued  for  in- 
juries of  the  erection  of  a  hay  rick  by  the  defendant  near  the  plain- 
tiff's premises,  in  such  a  negligent  and  improper  manner,  that  it 
ignited  from  spontaneous  combustion  and  set  fire  to  and  consumed 
the  plaintiff's  buildings.     It  appeared  that  the  hay  was  in  a  damp 
and  half  cured  condition  when  placed  in  the  rick,  and  the  defend- 
ant's attention  was  then  called  to  it.     The  court  instructed  the 
jury  that  it  was  a  question  for  them  to  determine  whether  the 
defendant,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  was  guilty  of  gross 
nesrlisrence,  viewinof  his  conduct  with  reference  to  that  care  and 
caution  that  a  prudent  man  would  exercise  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances, and  that  it  was  no  defense  to  say  that    he  acted 
honafide  and  according  to  his  best  judgment.     It  will  be  obser- 
ved that  the  nuisance  in  this  case  consisted  not  in  an  omission  of 
the  defendant  to  do    the   act,    but    that    the  injury    resulted 
from  the  original  wrongful  act ;  and  is  of  that  class  referred  to  in 
a  previous  section  where  the  act  might  result  injuriously  to  another 
rather  than  to  the  class  which  must  so  result.     In  the  case  of 
Txiherville  v.  Stamj),  1  Salk.  13,  the  defendant  collected  together 
the  weeds  and  other  debris  in  his  grounds  and  set  fire  to  them. 
By  his  failure  properly  to  watch  the  fire  it  ran  over  upon  the 
land  of  the  plaintiff  and  injured  his  property.     The  court  held 
that  the  defendant  was  liable  for  all  the  consequences  of  his  act, 
unless  the  damage  was  due  to  a  sudden  blast  which  could  not  be 
foreseen  that  sent  the  fire  upon  the  plaintiff's  premises.     The 
true  doctrine  in  reference  to  this  class  of  cases  I  apprehend  is 
19 
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this  :  If  a  fire  is  set  in  the  vicinity  of  buildings  for  the  purpose 
of  consuming  waste  materials  collected  upon  an  urban  lot,  the 
original  act  is  wrongful  in  itself,  and  the  person  setting  it  is 
bound  at  his  peril  to  confine  it  to  his  own  premises.  The  prin- 
ciples applicable  to  the  burning  of  a  fallow  cannot  be  extended  to 
this  class  of  acts,  and  if  a  fire  is  set,  whether  it  is  carried  upon 
the  neighbor's  premises  by  a  high  wind  or  extends  there  in  con- 
sequence of  its  negligent  management,  is  of  no  account  in  deter- 
mining the  question  of  liability ;  the  original  act  is  wrongful  in 
itself,  and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  others  if  buildings  are  so 
near  the  fire  as  to  be  endangered  by  it. 

Seo.  14:6.  The  principle  applied  to  the  hay  rick  is  also  applica- 
ble to  the  improper  use  of  buildings.  If  a  person  is  chargeable 
with  negligence  in  putting  hay  into  a  barn  in  an  improper  condi- 
tion, whereby  it  ignites  to  the  damage  of  others,  he  is  clearly 
guilty  of  a  nuisance  and  liable  for  all  the  consequences  that 
ensue.  So  if  a  person  deposits  and  keeps,  in  a  negligent  manner, 
damp  jute,'  oiled  rags,  or  any  species  of  property,  the  natural 
tendency  of  which  is  to  ignite  by  spontaneous  combustion,  if 
improperly  managed,  the  occupant  of  the  premises  is  clearly  liable 
for  all  the  consequences  that  ensue  from  a  failure  on  his  part  to 
exercise  that  degree  of  care  and  caution  that  a  prudent  man 
would  exercise  under  the  circumstances."  And  if  the  article  is 
one  of  a  highly  inflammable  or  explosive  character,  it  is  wrongful 
and  a  nuisance  to  keep  it  at  all  in  the  vicinity  of  other  buildings, 
and  no  degree  of  care  or  skiU  in  the  management  of  it  would 
shield  him  from  liability.' 

Sec.  147.  So  it  is  held  to  be  a  nuisance  for  a  person  to  exercise 
an  unruly  horse  in  a  public  place^  and  any  person  doing  so  is 
liable  for  all  injuries  inflicted  by  the  horse,*  but  in  order  to  create 
liability  it  would  seem  that  the  owner  must  be  aware  of  its  vicious 
propensities.*  In  Cox  v.  Burbridge,  the  defendant  turned  his 
horse  into  his  fleld  from  which  it  strayed  into  the  highway,  and 

'  Hepburn  v.  Lordon,  3  H.  &  M.Cli.  8Cuff«.  Newark  &  N.  T.  R.  R.  Co., 

345.  35  N.  J.  17 ;  10  Am.  Rep.  205. 

'  Myers  v.  Malcolm,  6  Hill  (N.  T.),  *  Michael  t.  Alestree,  2  Lev.  172. 

292.  »  Cox  v.  Burbridge.  9  Jar.  (N.  S )  970. 
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there  kicked  a  child  who  was  lawfully  in  the  highway.  The 
court  held  that  the  defendant  could  not  be  made  responsible  for 
the  injury  unless  he  was  aware  that  the  horse  was  likely  to  com- 
mit such  acts.  But  the  doctrine  of  this  case  does  not  commend 
itself  to  courts  or  the  profession,  as  being  consistent  with  reason 
or  sound  policy.  The  horse  was  unlawfully  in  the  highway, 
the  child  was  lawfully  there,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  good 
reason  why  the  owner  or  keeper  of  the  horse  should  not  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  injuries  inilicted  upon  the  child  while  so  un- 
lawfully at  large.  J  udge  Redfield,  in  an  article  entitled  "  Recent 
developments  in  Ena;lish  Jurisprudence,"  4  Am.  Law  Reg.  (N.  S.), 
pp.  140-1,  severely  criticises  this  case,  and  gives  it,  as  his  opinion, 
that  knowledge  of  the  propensities  of  the  horse,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, is  not  essential  to  fixing  liability  for  injuries  inflicted. 

Sec.  148.  While  a  man  may  keep  horses  affected  by  glanders 
or  other  contagious  diseases  upon  his  own  premises,  yet  he  has 
not  a  right  to  allow  them  to  go  at  large  in  the  street,  or  to  drink 
at  public  watering  places  ;  and  if  he  does  do  so  he  is  answerable 
as  for  a  nuisance  to  any  person  sustaining  damage  therefrom.* 
And  for  a  person  to  sell  a  horse  affected  with  glanders,  knowing 
it  be  so  affected,  is  so  far  a  fraud  and  opposed  to  sound  policy 
that  he  may  be  made  liable,  even  though  there  be  no  war- 
ranty." A  person  may  keep  horses  afflicted  with  glanders  upon 
his  own  premises,  or  sheep  afliicted  with  the  foot-rot,  but  he  must 
keep  them  there  at  his  peril ;  for,  while  he  will  not  be  liable  for 
a  spread  of  the  disease  therefrom  among  his  neighbors'  horses 
or  sheep  so  long  as  he  keeps  them  on  his  own  land,  yet  if  they 
escape  upon  the  land  of  another,  he  will  be  liable  for  all  the 
damage  from  a  spread  of  the  disease  resulting  from  their  escape.' 
But  this  is  only  the  case  when  the  duty  is  imposed  upon  him  to 
fence  the  lands.  When  the  duty  to  fence  is  upon  another,  or 
when  the  lands  are  left  common,  he  is  only  bound  to  give  those 
interested  notice  of  the  diseased  state  of  his  cattle  and  flocks,  and 
that  he  intends  to  turn  them  into  his  pastures.* 

'  MiUs  t).  N.  T.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  »  Fisher  v.   Qark,  41  Barb.  (N.  T. 

Rob.  (N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.)  326.       .  Sup.  Ct.)  339  ;  Anderson  v.  Buckton,  1 

»  Blakemore  t.  Bristol  &  Ex.  R.  R.  Str.  192. 

Co.,  8  Ell.  &  Ell.  1051 ;  Anderson  v.  *  Walker  v.  Herron,  23  Tex.  55. 
Buckton,  1  Str.  192. 
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Seo.  149.  It  is  a  nuisance  for  a  person  to  make  an  erection  in 
the  vicinity  of  another's  building,  and  negligently  and  carelessly 
carry  on  a  business  there  that  directly  exposes  his  property  to  loss 
or  damage  from  lire.  Thus  in  Yarney  v.  Thomson,  13  F.  0. 
(Scotch)  491,  the  defendant  erected  a  building  with  a  thatched 
roof,  and  used  it  as  a  smith's  forge,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  plaintiff's  residence  and  other  thatched  houses.  The  sparks 
falling  upon  the  roofs  from  the  chimney,  constantly  exposed  the 
plaintifE's  property  to  damage  from  fire.  The  court  restrained 
the  defendant  from  using  his  building  for  that  purpose. 

In  Derwoody  v.  DesArc,  18  Ark.  252,  the  defendant  was  the 
owner  of  an  old  house,  which  had  for  a  long  time  been  unoccu- 
pied and  was  left  open,  and  had  become  a  resort  for  tramps  and 
persons  smoking  pipes  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night.  Being 
in  the  vicinity  of  other  buildings,  they  were  thereby  exposed  to 
imminent  danger  from  fire.  The  city  government  directed  its 
destruction  as  a  nuisance.  In  an  action  against  the  parties  pulling 
it  down,  the  court  held  that,  by  reason  of  the  uses  to  which  the 
building  was  devoted,  and  the  danger  from  fire  therefrom  by 
other  buildings  in  the  vicinity,  it  was  a  nuisance,  and  any  person 
interested  was  justified  in  destroying  it,  if  necessary,  to  prevent 
the  nuisance.* 

Sec.  150.  But  in  order  to  render  a  building  a  nuisance,  by 
reason  of  the  exposure  of  other  buildings  to  danger  from  fire, 
the  hazardous  character  of  the  business  must  be  unmistakable, 
the  danger  imminent,  and  the  use  of  such  an  extraordinary  and 
haza/rdous  character  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  nuisance.  The 
mere  fact  that  the  business  carried  on  there  is  of  a  hazardous 
character,  and  largely  increases  the  rates  of  insurance  upon  sur- 
rounding property,  is  not  sufiicient ;  it  must  appear  not  only 
that  the  business  or  use  to  which  the  building  is  applied  is 
hazardous,  but  also,  that  it  is  conducted  in  such  a  careless  manner, 
or  in  such  a  locality,  as  to  make  injurious  results  probable.*^  In 
Duncan  v.  Mayes,  the  plaintiff,  among  other  grounds,  urged 
that  the  defendant  should  be  enjoined  from  erecting  a  steam 
planing  and  saw-mill,  because  it  exposed  her  buildings  to  fire, 

>  Duncan  «.  Hayes,  23  N.  J.  35.  *  Vamey  v.  Tliomson,  13  F.C.  (Scotch) 

491. 
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and  largely  increased  the  rates  of  insurance  upon  property  in  the 
vicinity.  Zabriskie,  C,  said :  "  I  know  of  no  precedent  for  an 
injunction  against  any  business  on  account  of  an  increased  risk 
from  fire  to  the  adjoining  buildings."  The  court  evidently  did 
not  mean  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  a  case  could  not  arise 
where  a  court  of  equity  would  not  interfere  by  injunction,  where 
the  nature  of  the  business,  the  character  of  the  surrounding 
buildings,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  business  is  conducted,  is 
such  as  to  make  the  hazard  so  extreme  as  to  make  it  probable 
that  ill  results  would  ensue.  But  cases  of  this  character  must 
necessarily  be  rare,  and  the  exception,  rather  than  the  rule. 

Sec.  151.  In  League  v.  Journey,  25  Texas,  172,  the  plaintiff 
brought  an  action  for  the  abatement  of  a  machine  shop  near  his 
residence,  as  a  nuisance,  among  other  things,  for  the  reason  that 
because  of  the  fires  kept  in  the  shop,  and  the  large  amount  of 
combustible  materials  kept  there,  his  buildings  were  subjected  to 
increased  danger  from  fire.  There  was  no  evidence  that  the  fires 
were  not  properly  secured  and  properly  managed.  A  verdict  hav- 
ing been  rendered  for  the  defendant  upon  hearing  in  the  supreme 
court  the  judgment  was  sustained.  Bell,  J.,  saying,  "  The  plain- 
tiffs alleged  that  the  danger  to  their  residences  from  fire  was  in- 
creased because  of  the  fires  that  are  kept  in  the  defendant's  shop. 
*  *  Some  witnesses  thought  that  the  danger  from  fire  to  the 
surrounding  houses  was  increased  because  of  the  business  of  the 
shop  ;  others  thought  that  it  was  not.  *  *  The  assignment  of 
error  leaves  no  question  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  charge,  and 
we  are  of  opinion  that  the  question  was  fairly,  fully,  and  clearly 
submitted  to  the  jury."  The  judge  below  left  it  as  a  question 
for  the  jury  to  find  whether  the  fires  in  the  shop  really  increased 
the  danger  of  the  surrounding  buildings  to  fire,  more  than  would 
result  from  the  ordinary  uses  of  property  for  such  purposes.  The 
court  do  not  pass  directly  upon  the  question  as  to  what  degree  of 
hazard  from  fire  must  be  proved  in  order  to  make  a  use  of  prop- 
erty a  nuisance,  but  there  can  be  no  question  that  it  must  be  such 
an  extraordinary  and  careless  use  as  makes  dangerous  results 
probable  rather  than  possible.*    In  the  case  of   Yarney  v.  Thorn-  ' 

1  Hepburn  v.  Lordon,  13  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  Ryan  «.  Copes,  11  Rich.  (S.  C.)  217  ; 

59 ;  Reg  c.  Lister,  1  Dears  &  B.  209  •  Cartwriglit  v.  Gray,  13  Grant's  Ch. 

Ca.  (Ont.)  400. 
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eon,  previously  referred  to,  the  question  of  nuisance  was  not 
made  to  depend  mainly  upon  the  fact  that  the  building  in  which 
the  defendant  carried  on  his  trade  was  itself,  by  reason  of  its 
thatched  roof,  and  the  danger  from  its  being  consumed  in  that 
way  by  the  falling  of  the  sparks  thereon  from  the  forge  rendered 
imminent ;  neither  was  it  made  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  fact 
that  the  building  was  contiguous  to  others,  for,  if  the  shop  had 
been  at  such  a  distance  from  other  buildings,  that  there  was  no 
danger  to  them  to  be  apprehended  from  the  sparks  arising  from 
the  forge,  the  defendant  had  a  right  to  carry  on  his  trade  as  he 
chose,  no  matter  how  much  his  own  property  was  endangered, 
but  the  surrounding  buildings  being  within  such  an  easy  distance 
fi'om  the  forge  as  to  bring  them  within  the  sphere  of  danger  from 
ignition  by  the  descent  of  sparks  thereon  from  the  forge,  by  rea- 
son of  the  thatched  roofs,  was  clearly  an  unlawful  use  of  prop- 
erty by  the  defendant,  for,  while  he  might  do  with  his   own 
property  as  he  saw  fit,  yet,  he  could  not  lawfully  so  use  it  as  to 
injure  the  rights  of  others  or  endanger  their  property.      If  the 
roofs  of  the  surrounding  buildings  had  been  slate  rather  than 
straw,  the  use  of  the  forge  might  not  have  been  unlawful  nor  a 
nuisance.     Therefore,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  in  the  light  of  what 
authorities  we  have  upon  the  subject,  it  is  important  not  only  to 
establish   the   fact   that   the   danger   from   fire  is  increased  by 
the  use   of    the  building    in    which    the    fires    are    kept,   but 
also  that,  from  the  situation  and  character  of  the  surrounding 
buildings,  they  are  directly  exp(jsed  to  conflagration,  and  that  the 
exposure  is  of  such  a  degree  and  character  as  to  make  that  result 
a  natural  and  probable  consequence  of  the  use,  or  that  the  use  is 
such  that  by  reason  of  the  sparks  sent  forth  from  the  fires  upon 
the  roofs  of  surrounding  buildings,  they  are  subjected  to  immi- 
nent risk  and  danger  of  destruction  or  damage. 

The  careless  use  of  a  stove  in  which  fires  are  kept  in  a  build- 
ing immediately  adjoining  other  frame  houses  so  that  the  burn- 
ing of  one  would  endanger  another,  would  make  such  use  of  the 
stove  a  nuisance,  because  it  endangers  the  property  of  others,  and 
is  in  violation  of  their  rights,  for  no  man  has  a  right  to  use  his 
property  in  a  careless  and  negligent  manner  when  such  use  en- 
dangers the  property  or  persons  of  others.     But  if  the  adjoining 
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buildings  are  of  such  materials  and  so  constructed  that  the  burn- 
ing of  the  building  in  which  the  stove  is  so  carelessly  used,  would 
not  probably  produce  damage  to  them,  the  use  of  it  in  that  way 
would  not  be  a  nuisance,  for  the  rights  of  others  are  not  thereby 
affected.  Take  another  illustration,  as  a  use  of  stove  in  a  tenement 
house  occupied  by  numerous  persons,  can  there  be  any  question 
but  that,  if  fires  were  built  therein  under  such  circumstances,  and 
in  such  a  way  as  to  endanger  the  building  from  fire  and  exposing 
the  property  of  other  tenants,  that  the  use  would  be  held  unlaw- 
ful, and  actionable  and  abatable  as  a  nuisance  ?  Is  there  any 
question  but  that  a  person  thus  carelessly  making  use  of  this 
dangerous  element  to  the  imminent  danger  of  loss  to  others, 
would  be  held  chargeable  with  liability  for  all  the  damages  that 
ensued  therefrom  ?  ^ 

The  use  of  a  steam  engine  in  the  heart  of  a  city  is  not  unlaw- 
ful so  long  as  properly  used  and  managed,  and  if,  from  no  fault 
of  the  person  owning  or  using  it,  it  explodes  and  does  serious 
damage,  no  liability  for  the  consequences  exists  against  the  owner. 
But  if  the  engine  is  out  of  repair,  and  in  a  condition  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  used,  or  cannot  be  used  without  danger  to  others,  or  if 
it  is  managed  in  a  careless  and  negligent  manner,  it  is  clearly  a 
nuisance,  and  even  though  the  owner  was  not  aware  of  its  defect- 
ive condition,  or  of  its  careless  and  negligent  management,  he 
is  liable  for  all  the  damages  that  result  to  others  therefrom,  if  the 
defect  would  have  been  ascertained  upon  reasonable  examination.* 
The  same  doctrine  is  applicable  to  fires. 

Sec.  152.  In  this  country  the  doctrine  of  ancient  lights,  or 
rather  the  acquisition  of  a  right  by  prescription  to  have  the  light 
enter  laterally  into  the  windows  of  one  over  the  lands  of  another, 

1  Buchanan  v.  Lessee,  51  N.  T.  476  ;  345  ;  Illinois  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mills, 

Teal  V.  Barton,  40  Barb.  (N.  T.  Snp.  43  111.  402 ;  Freemouthi;.  Railroad  Co., 

Ct.)  137 ;  Ryan  v.  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  C.  B.  (N.  S.)    89  ;  Bass  v.  Railroad 

35  N.  Y.  210  ;  Macon  W.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Co.,  28  111.  9  .  Lackawanna  R.  R.  Co., 

McConnell,  27  Ga.  481 ;  Rood  v.  R.  R.  v.  Doak,  52  Penn.  St.    379  ;  Fero  v.  R. 

Co.,  18  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  80  ;  Shel-  R.  Co.,  22  N.  Y.  209  ;  Great  Western 

don  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  14  N.  Y.  218 ;  Bur-  R.   R.     Co.  v.   Haworth,  39   111.  346  ; 

roughs  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  15    Conn.   124;  Jones  «.  Festiniog,  L.  R.    (Q.  B.)  733; 

Reading  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Yieser,  18  Penn.  Mosier  v.  Railroad  Co.,  8  Barb.  (N.  Y. 

St.  368  ;  Vaughn  v.  Taffe  Vallev  R.  R.  Sup.  Ct.)  42  ;  State  v.  Tupper,  3  Dud- 

Co.,  5  H.  &  N.  679  ;  Frankford  Turn-  ley,  135. 
pike  Co. -e.  Railroad   Co.,  34  Penn.  St.        «  Buchanan  D.Lossee, 51  N.Y. 476. 
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has  never  been  adopted.  There  are  a  few  early  cases  in  which 
this  right  was  recognized,  but  latterly  the  courts  have  repudiated 
it  as  unsound  in  principle,  and  unsuited  to  the  habits  and  rapid 
growth  of  the  country.*  In  Parher  v.  Foote,  19  Wend.  (N.  T.) 
309,  Beonson,  J.,  in  commenting  upon  this  doctrine,  says: 
"  In  the  case  of  windows  overlooking  the  land  of  another,  the 
injury,  if  any,  is  merely  ideal  or  imaginary.  The  light  and  air 
which  they  admit  are  not  the  subjects  of  property  beyond  the 
moment  of  actual  occupancy,  and  for  overlooking  one's  privacy 
no  action  can  be  maintained.  The  party  has  no  remedy  but  to 
build  on  the  adjoining  land  against  the  offensive  window.  In 
the  case  of  lights  there  is  no  adverse  user,  nor,  indeed,  any  use 
whatever  of  another's  property,  and  no  foundation  is  laid  for 
indulging  any  presumption  against  the  rightful  owner.  There 
is  no  principle,  I  think,  upon  which  the  modern  English  doctrine 
on  the  subject  of  lights  can  be  maintained.  It  is  an  anomaly  in 
the  law.  It  may  do  well  enough  for  England,  but  it  cannot  be 
applied  in  the  rapidly  growing  cities  and  villages  of  this  country 
without  working  the  most  mischievous  consequences.  It  has 
never,  I  think,  been  deemed  a  part  of  our  law,  nor  do  I  find  that 
it  has  been  adopted  by  any  of  the  States." 

Sec.  153.  In  New  Jersey,"  Illinois'  and  Louisiana,*  the  Eng- 
lish doctrine  has  been  partially  recognized,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  it  would  now  be  sustained  in  the  courts  of  either  of 
those  States.  Therefore,  in  this  country,  no  prescriptive  right  to 
have  the  light  and  air  enter  the  windows  of  a  building  laterally 
over  the  land  of  another  can  be  acquired,  and  in  the  absence  of 
an  express  or  implied  grant  to  that  end,  an  adjoining  owner  may 
build  upon  his  own  land  so  as  to  completely  shut  out  the  light  of 
his  neighbor's  windows  opening  upon  his  land,  and  no  action  can 
be  maintained  therefor."  '  ♦ 

>  Myers  v.  Gemmel,  10  Barb.  (N.  T.  Ohio  St.  135 ;  Oregon  Iron  Co.  ©.  Trul- 

S.  C.)  537  ;  Klien  «.  Gehrung,  25  Tex.  linger,  8  Oregon,  1. 

233  ;  Ward  v.  Neal,  37  Ala.  501 ;  Story  «  Robeson  v.  Pittinger,  1  Green's  Ch. 

V.  Odin,  12  Mass.  157 ;  Cherry  ®.  Stein,  (N.  J.)  57. 

11   Md.   1 ;    Napier  v.    Bulwinkle,    5  »  Gerber  v.  Grabel,  16  HI.  217. 

Rich.   (S.  C.)  311 ;  Hay  «.  Sterrett,  2  *  Durel  v.   Boisblanc,  1  La.  An.  407. 

Watts  (Penn.),  331 ;  Pierre  v.  Fernald,  ^  Cherry  v.  Stein,  11  Md.  1 ;  Haver- 

26  Me.  436 ;  Ingraham  v.  Hutchinson,  sticks  v.  Sipe,  33  Penn.  St.'222 ;  Pierre 

2  Conn.  584;  Morrison  «.  Marquardt,  v.  Fernald,  26  Me.  436. 
24  Iowa,  63;  Mullen  v.  Strieker,  19 
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Sec.  15i.  There  are  instances  in  -^hich  a  right  to  have  the 
light  and  air  enter  the  windows  of  a  building  over  an  adjoining 
lot,  maj  exist :  First,  bj  express  grant,*  and  secondly,  by  implied 
grant,'  and  when  such  right  is  created  in  either  of  the  modes 
named  an  interference  therewith  is  an  actionable  nuisance. 
Where  a  land  owner  erects  a  house  with  windows  opening  upon 
the  portion  of  his  lot  adjoining,  and  sells  the  house  and  the  lot 
upon  which  it  stands,  and  by  the  terms  of  the  conveyance  cove- 
nants not  to  make  any  erection  upon  the  adjoining  lot  that  wiU 
hide  either  the  light  or  prospect,  this  will  create  a  right  in  the 
owner  of  the  house  and  his  grantees  against  the  grantor  and  his 
grantees  to  such  light  and  prospect,  and  any  infringement  thereof 
would  be  a  nuisance.'  So,  too,  when  the  grant  by  fair  construc- 
tion can  be  extended  to  cover  such  rights.  In  Hills  v.  Miller, 
the  plaintifi  purchased  of  the  defendant  a  part  of  a  village  lot 
of  four  acres  in  the  village  of  Auburn,  and  erected  a  valuable 
dwelling-house  thereon.  The  defendant  Miller  retained  the 
balance  of  the  lot.  Miller  purchased  the  premises  of  one  Bost- 
wick,  and  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  to  Miller,  Bostwick 
aoreed  with  him  that  no  building  should  ever  be  erected 
upon  a  small  triangular  piece  of  land  owned  by  him  on  the 
east  side  of  Hotel  street,  at  the  junction  of  that  and  South 
street,  and  directly  opposite  the  lot  conveyed,  and  executed  a 
bond  to  Miller  with  a  penalty,  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  agreement.  Miller  caused  both  the  deed  and  bond  to  be 
recorded,  and  afterward  sold  a  part  of  the  premises  to  the  plain- 
tiff, informing  him,  before  the  purchase,  of  the  existence  of  the 
bond  and  its  provisions.  Eight  years  after  the  purchase  by  the 
plaintiff,  the  defendant,  and  the  executors  of  Bostwick's  estate, 
gave  a  quit-claim  deed  of  tliis  triangular  piece  of  land  to  the 
Baptist  Church  and  Society,  who  proceeded  to  extend  their 
church   over   the   same.     "Walwokth,  C,  in  disposing  of  the 

'  ffiUs  c.  iliUer,  3  Paige's  Ch.  (X.  Y.)  «  Thurston  i;.  Mink,  32  Md.  487; 
254;  Western  v  McDermott,  1  L.  E.  Jones  v.  Jenkins,  34  id.  1 ;  Lampman 
(Eq.   Ca.^   499 ;    Jones  r.   Jenkins,  34    x.  Wilks,  21  N.   T.  505  ;  Oregon  Iron 


Md.  1 ;  Thurston  u.  Mink,  32  id.  487 
Brooks  V.  Eeynolds,  106  Mass.  31 
Morrison  v.  Marquardt,  24  Iowa,  35 
Boyce  r.  Guggenheim,  106  Mass.  201 
United  States  t.  Appleton,  1  Sumn.  (U 
S.)  492  ;  Kent's  Com.,  vol.  3,  p.  448. 
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Co.  V.  Trullinger,  3  Oregon,  1 ;  Story 
t.  Odin,  12  Mass.  157;  Morrison  v. 
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5  Hills  c.  Miller,  3  Paige's   Ch.  (N. 

Y.)  254 
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question,  held  that  the  execution  of  the  bond  at  the  same  time 
the  deed  was  executed  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  one  trans- 
action, and  had  the  same  eflect  as  though  expressed  in  the  same 
conveyance,  and,  that  thereby  a  servitude  was  imposed  upon  the 
triangular  strip  of  land,  which  inured  to  the  benefit  of  any  pur- 
chaser under  Miller's  title,  and  that  this  servitude  could  not  be 
removed  by  Miller,  as  against  his  grantees. 

Sec.  155.  Easements  to  light,  by  implied  grant,  may  be 
acquired,  but  the  doctrine,  in  the  different  States,  seems  to  be 
very  conflicting.  In  some  States  the  right  is  wholly  denied,' 
while  in  others  it  is  made  to  depend  upon  the  question  of  neces- 
sity,'' and  in  none  of  them  is  the  right  upheld  as  a  mere  conven- 
ience of  the  granted  premises.*  The  weight  of  authority  would 
seem  to  support  the  doctrine,  that,  where  A,  being  the  owner  of 
land,  erects  a  house  thereon  with  windows  opening  upon  his 
vacant  land  adjoining,  and  sells  the  house,  reserving  the  adjoin- 
ing lot,  that  this  does  not  create  an  easement  in  the  purchaser  of 
the  house  to  have  the  light  and  air  come  through  those  windows, 
unless  the  easement  is  necessary  to  supply  the  building  with  light, 
and  to  its  comfortable  enjoyment.*  The  ground  upon  which  this 
easement  by  implied  grant  is  predicated,  is  analogous  to  that  by 
which  a  right  of  way  by  necessity  is  created.  If  there  is  no 
other  mode  of  supplying  light  to  the  building,  as  constructed  by 
the  vendor,  except  through  those  windows,  and  it  is  essential  to 
its  reasonable  enjoyment  that  the  light  and  air  should  dome 
through  them  over  the  adjoining  lot,  the  law  will  raise  an  ease- 
ment to  that  extent  in  favor  of  the  grantee  of  the  house,  against 
the  grantor  and  his  assigns.' 

Sec.  156.  So,  too,  where  from  a  fair  construction  of  the  grant, 
such  an  easement  can  be  implied,  the  law  will  sustain  it  as  incident 
to  the  land,  but  the  mere  fact  that  the  grantor  of  premises  is  also 
the  owner  of  the  adjacent  land  upon  which  the  windows  of  the 

1  Mullen  V.  Strieker,  19  Ohio  St.  135.  Biddle  ®.  Ash,  2   Ashm.  (Penn.)  211 ; 

*  Oregon  Iron  Co.  ®.  Trullinger,  3  Booth  v.  Alcock,  8  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.)  663 ; 
Oregon,  1  ;  Morrison  v.  Marquardt,  24  Durel  v.  Boisblanc,  1  La.  An.  407;  Jack- 
Iowa,  35  ;  Lampman  v.  Milks,  31  N.Y.  son  v.  Duke  of  Granville,  3  De  G.  J.  & 
505 ;  Story  v.  Odin,  13  Mass.  157.  S.  375. 

3  Washburn  on  Easements,  618.  "  U.  S.  v.  Appleton,  1  Sumner  (U-  S.) 

*  Curriers'  Co.  -y.  Corbet,  3  D.  &  S.  360;    493. 
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granted  premises  open,  is  not,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  create  or  uphold 
Buch  an  easement,  unless  it  is  necessary  to  the  comfortable  and 
reasonable  enjoyment  of  the  premises.*  As  to  what  language  or 
condition  of  things  will  raise  such  an  easement  by  implication, 
must  necessarily  depend  upon  the  circumstances  of  each  case.  In 
Collier  V.  Pierce^  the  premises  of  the  plaintiff  and  defendant 
were  sold  at  auction  the  same  day.  The  plaintiff 's  lot  was  bid 
off  first,  and  his  deed  was  prior  in  point  of  time  to  that  of  the 
defendant.  The  piece  purchased  by  the  plaintiff  had  a  house 
upon  it,  with  windows  opening  upon  the  lot  purchased  by  the 
defendant,  and  received  light  and  air  over  that  lot.  There  was 
no  reservation  of,  or  reference  to,  light  and  air  in  either  convey- 
ance. The  defendant  darhened  the  plaintiff 's  windows.  In  an 
action  therefor  the  court  held  that  the  sale  by  auction  could  not 
be  treated  as  a  grant  by  a  proprietor  of  a  part  of  his  estate, 
retaining  to  himself  another  part,  but  was  rather  in  the  nature 
of  a  partition,  and,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  the  light  through 
the  windows  in  question  was  necessary  to  the  oonveiiient  enjoy- 
ment  of  the  plarntiff^s  'premises^  the  easement  could  not  be 
regarded  as  passing  by  construction.' 

Sec.  157.  In  Myers  v.  Gemmel*  the  defendant  leased  to  the 
plaintiff  a  dwelling-house  opening  out  upon  a  vacant  lot,  also 
belonging  to  him,  over  which  the  light  and  air  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  come  to  the  house.  While  the  tenant  was  in  possession 
of  the  premises,  the  defendant  erected  a  building  upon  this  vacant 
lot,  occupying  the  whole  space  between  the  lot  and  the  dwelling, 
and  darkening  all  the  windows  on  that  side  of  the  house.  The 
court  held  that  this  was  not  an  actionable  injury,  and  was  not  in 
derogation  of  the  defendant's  grant,  because  the  law  does  not 
attach  a  right  of  enjoyment  of  light  as  an  incident  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  house  unless  it  exists  in  the  form  of  dedication  to 
groups  or  collections  of  houses  so  as  to  partake  of  the  nature  of 


'  Paine  v.  Barton,  4  Allen  (Mass.),  169 
Brooks  V.  Reynolds,  106  Mass.  31 
Carrig  v.  Dee,   14  Gray  (Mass.),  583 


2  Collier  v.  Pierce,  7  Gray  (Mass.),  18. 

*  See  Royce  v.  Guggenheim,  106  Mass. 
,.     -    .    201. 
Curry  v.  Stein,  11  Md.  1;    Napier  t).        *  3j;yers  o.  Qemmel,  10  Barb.  (N.  T.  8. 
Bulwinkle,  5  Rich.  (S.  C.)  311 ;  Lamp-     C.)  537. 
man  v.  Milks,  21  N.  T.  505  ;  Biddle  v. 
Ash,  3  Ashm.  (Penn.)  311. 
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a  public  easement.  But  the  court  intimate  that  if  houses  were 
erected  around  a  court,  with  an  open  space  for  light  and  air,  with 
a  common  entrance,  and  open  for  all  the  tenants,  that  this  would 
be  held  as  a  dedication  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  tenants. 

Sec.  158.  In  Maynard  v.  Eshler^  the  court  held  that  where 
two  estates  are  conveyed  at  the  same  time,  to  different  purchasers, 
no  easement  is  acquired  in  favor  of  either  estate  for  the  passage 
of  light  and  air ;  hut,  that  a  person  selling  a  house  which  opens 
out  upon  a  vacant  lot,  also  belonging  to  him,  would  be  estopped 
from  making  an  erection  upon  the  lot  that  would  obstruct  the 
passage  of  light  and  air  to  the  dwelling. 

Sec.  159.  In  Morrison  v.  Marqiiardt "  the  court  held  that  an 
easement  of  this  character  cannot  be  imposed  upon  an  adjoining 
lot  of  the  grantor  by  implication.  That  in  order  to  set  up 
such  an  easement,  it  must  arise  from  express  grant,  yet,  the 
court  intimated  that  a  condition  of  things  might  exist,  from 
which  such  an  easement  might  be  implied. 

Sec.  160.  In  Mullen  v,  Strickler^  the  plaintiff  and  defendant 
were  the  owners  of  adjoining  houses  separated  by  a  narrow  strip 
of  land  five  feet  in  width,  both  deriving  title  from  the  same 
source,  and  upon  the  same  day,  the  plaintiff'' s  conveyance  being 
first  in  point  of  time.  The  windows  of  the  plaintiff's  house 
opened  out  upon  this  space,  and  the  house  received  all  its  light 
therefrom,  although  it  appeared  that  windows  might  be  placed  in 
other  parts  of  the  house,  and  light  thus  obtained,  but  that  the 
expense  would  be  considerable.  The  plaintiff 's  title  only  extended 
to  the  outer  edge  of  the  wall  of  his  house  on  this  space,  and  the 
defendant  proceeded  to  fill  in  the  space  and  completely  shut  off 
the  light  from  the  plaintiff 's  windows,  and  darkened  his  house. 
In  an  action  to  recover  for  the  injury,  the  court  held  that  no 
action  would  lie.  That  in  the  absence  of  an  express  grant,  no 
easement  existed  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff's  house  to  the  light 
and  air  over  this  space.     Tkat  such  cm  easement  could  not  he 

>  Maynard c.Eshler,  17 Penn.  St. 222.        'Mullen   «.    Strickler,  19  Ohio    St. 
*  Morrison  v.  Marquardt,  24  Iowa,  85.    135. 
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i/rrupUed.  In  Maryland  ^  such  an  easement  is  raised  by  implica- 
tion, and  the  rights  of  the  parties  are  treated  as  fixed  at  the  time 
of  severance,  and  all  apparent  and  continuous  easements  (of  which 
light  is  one)  are  treated  as  passing  by  implication^  unless  other- 
wise provided  by  the  grant.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
doctrine  of  easements  to  light,  by  implied  grant,  is  by  no  means 
settled  in  this  country,  so  that  no  fixed  or  definite  rules  can  be 
adduced  that  are  applicable  to  any  given  case,  but,  in  determin- 
ing the  relative  rights  of  parties,  resort  must  be  had  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  grant,  the  situation  of  the  property,  and  the  neces- 
sities of  the  parties. 

Sec.  161,  As  to  what  interferences  with  an  easement  of  this 
character  will  amount  to  an  actionable  nuisance,  the  rule  would 
seem   to    be    that   any   interference   therewith    that    materially 
diminishes   the   light  or  the  enjoyment  of  the  easement  is  an 
actionable  injury."     The  party  is  not  restricted  to  light  suitable 
and  sufficient  for  the  business  in  which  he  may  be  engaged  at 
the  time  when  the  injury  is  inflicted,  but  is  entitled  to  all  the 
light  which  he  had  previously  enjoyed.'     The  location  of  the 
building  will  also   be    considered,  whether  it  is  in  a  populous 
town,   densely   settled   or  in   a   suburban   district.     The   mere 
diminution  of  light  is  not  necessarily  actionable,  but  when  the 
diminution  is  such  as  to  impair  the  ordinary  enjoyment  or  uses 
of  the  propert}^,  the  act  creating  it  is  a  nuisance,  and  actionable. 
The  question  is  always  one  of  degree,  and  therefore  necessarily 
depends  upon  the  facts  of  each  particular  case.*    It  is  not  neces- 
sarily every  building  that  is  erected  near  to  another  that  creates 
a  nuisance,  but  the  real  question  is,  is  the  building  erected  so 
near  and  in  such  a  manner  as  materially  to  shut  out  the  light. 
In  Clarice  v.  Clarke  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  house,  No. 
28,  in  Bristol,  which  was  in  the  possession  of  a  tenant.     At  the 
back  of  the  house  was  a  room  with  a  window  looking  to  the 
south-west  into  the  garden.     The  wall  between  the  gardens  of 
the  houses  was  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  window,  about  four 

1  Janes  v.  Jenkins,  34  Md.  1 ;  Thurs-  13  W.  R.  617 ;  11  Jur.  (U.  S.)  309;  Clarke 
ton  V.  Mink,  32  id.  487.  v.  Clarke.  1  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.)  16. 

2  Yates  «.  Jack,  1  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.)  295 ;  ^  yates  v.  Jack.  1  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.)  295. 
Jackson  -o.Newcastle,  33  L.  J.  (Ch.)  698  ;  *  Clarke  v.  Clarke,  1  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.) 
10  Jur.  (U.  S.)  688;  Tapling  ©.Jones,  16;  Johnson®.  Wyatt,2DeG.  J.&  S.ia 
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feet  from  it  and  about  eleven  feet  high,  running  in  a  direction 
nearly  perpendicular  to  the  window.  In  1864  the  defendant 
began. to  erect  some  buildings  in  his  garden  for  photography, 
running  parallel  to  the  garden  wall,  about  three  feet  from  it,  and 
from  four  feet  six  inches  to  eleven  feet  above  the  wall.  These 
buildings,  though  not  opposite  the  window,  were  thus  nearly  due 
south  of  it,  and  obstructed  the  light  and  sun  during  the  winter 
months.  The  window  in  question  was  a  lofty  window  reaching 
from  the  ceiling  to  the  ground,  and  between  ten  and  twelve  feet 
high.  The  garden  extended  about  twenty-five  yards  in  a  straight 
line  from  the  window,  and  was  five  or  six  vards  wide.  The 
aspect  was  south-west,  and  the  sun  from  morning  until  about 
half-past  twelve  each  day  shone  over  the  wall,  before  the  erection 
of  the  defendant's  buildings,  and  entered  the  plaintiff's  window. 
The  building  prevented  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun  from  falling 
on  the  window  until  they  had  risen  high  enough  to  shine  over  it. 
The  building  was  about  sixteen  feet  high.  Before  the  erection 
of  the  building  the  sun's  rays  entered  the  window  for  about  two 
hours  each  day,  but,  after  its  erection,  they  only  entered  it  for 
about  forty  minutes,  and  the  room  was  thereby  rendered  con- 
siderably darker  than  it  had  previously  been. 

Lord  Cbanworth,  L.  C,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  said :  "  That  the  effect  of  the  defendant's  building  is  to 
render  the  plaintiff's  room  less  cheerful,  especially  during  the 
winter  months,  I  do  not  doubt.  *  *  *  ^ut  \  can- 
not think  that  this  is  such  an  obstruction  of  light  as  to  amount 
to  a  nuisance.  It  is  not,  indeed  it  could  not,  be  contended  that 
the  plaintiff's  house  is  shut  out  from  the  open  sky,  or  that  its 
occupants  are  driven  to  rely  on  reflected  light.  The  window  in 
question  receives  greatly  more  light  than  usually  falls  to  the  lot 
of  inhabitants  of  towns.  As  to  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun,  if  that 
were  material,  no  complaint  is  made  of  the  effect  of  the  buildings 
for  nine  months  of  the  year.  What  the  plaintiff  was  bound  to 
show  was,  that  the  huildings  of  the  defendant  caused  such  a/n 
obstruction  of  light  as  to  interfere  with  the  ordinary  occupations 
of  life.         *         *         *  The  real  question  is  not  what  is 

scientifically  estimated  as  the  amount  of  light  intercepted,  hut 
whether  the  light  is  so  obstructed  as  to  cause  material  incon- 
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venience  to  the  occupiers  of  the  house  in  the  ordina/ry  occwpor 
tions  of  life. "  ^ 

Sec.  162.  In  Yates  v.  Jack  "  Lord  Cranwokth  said :  "  The 
right  is  an  absolute,  indefeasible  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
light  without  reference  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  has  been  used. 
Therefore,  even  if  the  evidence  satisfied  me,  which  it  does  not, 
that  for  the  purpose  of  their  present  business,  a  strong  light  is 
not  necessary,  and  that  the  plaintiff  will  still  have  sufficient  light 
remaining,  I  should  not  think  the  defendant  had  established  his 
defense  unless  he  had  shown  that, /b?"  whatever  purpose  the  plain- 
tiff might  wish  to  employ  the  light,  there  would  he  no  material 
interference  with  itP 

Sec.  163.  Where  a  right  to  light  is  acquired  by  express  or  im- 
plied grant,  or  by  prescription  in  localities  where  such  right  cam, 
be  thus  acquired,  the  fact  that,  by  reason  of  changes  in  the  situa- 
tion of  surrounding  property,  enough  light  is  received  so  that  the 
light  coming  over  the  servient  estate  can  be  dispensed  with,  does 
not  in  any  measure  affect  the  j'ight  of  the  owner  of  the  dominant 
estate,  to  have  the  light  come  to  him  over  the  servient  estate. 
He  is  entitled  to  the  light  from  that  point,  and  the  light  from 
other  directions  in  addition  thereto.  The  rule  is,  that  the  owner 
of  the  servient  estate  cannot  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the 
owner  of  the  dominant  estate,  in  any  manner  so  that  the  light 
will  be  essentially  diminished  from  that  quarter,  without  any 
reference  to  the  increase  of  light  by  changes  in  other  surround- 
ing property.* 

PRIVATE    W  ATS. 

Sec.  164.  All  interferences  with  a  right  of  way  that  in  any 
measure  obstructs  or  hinders  the  passage  over  it,  by  those  in 
whom  the  right  exists,  is  a  nuisance  and  actionable  as  such.*  A 
way  is  an  incorporeal  hereditament,  and  arises  either  from  grant, 
prescription  or  necessity.  It  is  a  right  of  passage  acquired  over 
another's  land.     They  are  either  in  gross  or  appendant  to  land. 

'  Jonnson  v.  Wyatt,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  18 ;  »  Dyer's  Company  v.   King,  9   L.  R 

Isenberg  v.  East   India  Co.,  12  W.  R.  Eq.  Ca.  438 ;  Staight  n.  Burn,  5  id.  16 

^^-  •*  Thorpe  v.  Brumfitt,  8   L.    R.  (Eq. 

»  Yates  v.  Jack,  1  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.)  298.  Ca.)  650. 
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A  way  in  gross,  is  a  way  that  is  attached  to  the  person,  or  appur- 
tenant to  land ;  *  and  a  way  appendant  is  a  way  that  is  incident 
to  the  estate  of  the  person  claiming  it  and  has  a  terminus  thereon. 
A  way  in  g7'oss,  being  personal,  cannot  be  transferred,*  but  a  way 
appendant  is  an  incident  of  the  estate  and  passes  as  an  appur- 
tenance by  grant.'  A  right  of  way  appendant  to  an  estate  can 
only  be  used  for  purposes  connected  with  that  estate,  and  a  right 
of  way  in  gross  can  only  be  enjoyed  by  the  person  in  whom  it 
exists.* 

nights  of  way  by  grant  must  be  used  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  grant,  and  are  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  therein 
imposed.'  The  way  granted  may  be  inclosed  by  the  owner  of 
the  land  with  gates  or  bars  unless  it  is  expressed  to  be  an  open 
way,  or  unless  such  inclosure  is  inconsistent  with  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  granted.'  But  if  the  way  had  been  laid  out  be- 
fore the  grant,  it  will  pass  in  the  condition  it  was  when  conveyed, 
and  if  it  was  then  open  the  grantor  would  have  no  right  to  set 
up  gates  or  bars  at  its  entrance.''  Unless  restricted  by  the  terms 
of  the  grant  the  owner  of  the  land  may  do  any  act  that  does  not 
impair  the  right  of  passage  over  the  way  granted,  or  interfere 
with  its  free  use  by  the  person  to  whom  the  right  is  granted.*  A 
way  by  prescription  is  a  right  of  passage  over  another's  land, 
acquired  by  adverse  user  for  the  statutory  period,  and  presupposes 
a  grant." 

Sec.  165.  "Ways  of  necessity  can  never  exist  except  over  one 
of  two  parcels  of  land  of  which  the  grantor  was  the  owner  when 
the  land  in  favor  of  which  the  way  exists  was  granted,  and  only 
arises  when  the  land  granted  is  wholly  surrounded  by  the  land  of 
others,  and  no  other  access  exists.^"  It  is  appurtenant  to  the  land 
and  passes  by  grant ;"  mere  convenience  or  ihconvenience  does 

J  Garrison  ■».  Rudd,  19  111.  558.  Mass.  285  ;  Bakeman  v.  Talbut,  31  N 

«  Washburn  on  Easements,  283 ;  Al-  Y.  366 ;  Bean  v.  Coleman,  44  N.  H 

ley  V.  Carlton,  29  Texas,  77.  539. 

3  Thorpe  v.  Brumfitt,  8  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.)  «  Dirrickson  v.  Springer,  5  Harring. 

650  ton  (Mich.)  21. 

4'Ackroyd«.  Smith,  IOC.  B.  164.  lo  White  v.  Seeson,  5   H.   &  N.  53 

6  Garraty  v.  Daflfy,  7  R.  I.  476.  Tracey  v.  Atherton,  35  Vt.    52  ;  Mar. 

6  Garland  v.  Furher,  47  N.  H.  804 ;  shall  v.  Trumbull,  28  Conn.  183;  Trask 

Hoopes  V.  Alderson,  22  Iowa,  162.  «.  Patterson,  29  Me.  499. 

•»  Welsh  V.  Wilcox,  101  Mass.  163.  "  Wiesler  v.  Hershey,  23  Penn.  St. 

8  Schwarer  v.  Boylston  Market,  99  333. 
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not  determine  the  right  to  such  a  way.*  There  must  an  actual 
necessity  exist  or  the  right  is  not  created,*  and  the  right  ceases 
when  the  necessity  therefor  ceases.* 

Sec.  166.  As  has  been  previously  stated,  when  a  right  of  way 
has  been  acquired  by  grant,  it  must  be  used  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  grant,*  and,  when  a  right  has  been  acquired  by  pre- 
scription, the  right  will  be  commensurate  with,  and  measured  by, 
the  use.* 

The  owner  of  the  land  is  subject  to  the  restriction  that  he 
must  do  no  act  upon  the  land  adjoining  the  way  that  impairs  its 
usefulness  or  interferes  with  the  passage  over  it,  *  but  he  may 
make  any  reasonable  or  ordinary  use  of  the  adjacent  land,  pro- 
vided he  does  not  thereby  obstruct  the  passage  over  it.''  He  may 
sink  drains  or  water-courses  beneath  it,'  he  may  dig  cellars  beside 
it,  erect  buildings  on  its  borders,  with  doors  opening  on  to  it,  if 
in  a  city  or  town,'  or  with  blinds  and  shutters  opening  over  it,*" 
and,  unless  it  is  a  way  by  prescription,  or  he  is  restricted  by  his 
grant,  he  may  build  over  it,''  or  may  close  it  up  with  bars  or 
gates.'"  The  title  to  the  soil  is  in  the  owner  of  the  land,  and  he 
may  maintain  trespass  against  persons  using  it  without  right,"  or 
ejectment  against  those  making  erections  upon  or  over  it.'* 

Sec.  167.  But  any  act  of  the  land  owner,  that  obstructs  or 
hinders  the  right  of  the  person  in  whom  the  easement  is  vested, 
or  interferes  with  any  rights  that  he  has  acquired  as  incident  to 

'  McDonald    v.  Lindall .  3    Rawle  ®  O'Linda  v.  Latkrop,  21  Pick.  (Mass.) 

(Penn.),  493.  293. 

'  Hyde  v.  Jamaica,  37  Vl.  460 ;  Leo-  '  Underwood    v.    Carney,    1    Cush. 

nard  v.  Leonard,  3  Allen  (Mass.),  543.  (Mass.)  293. 

»  Abbot  V.  Stewartson,  47  N.  H.  230  ;  «  Tillmes  «.  Marsh,  67  Penn.  St.  507 ; 

Staple  -y.  Heydon,  6  Mod.  1  ;  Holmes  Pomeroy  v.  Mills,  3  Vt.  379. 

v.  Seeley,  19  Wend.  (N.  T.)  507 ;  Scri-  »  Underwood    v.    Carney,    1    Casli. 

ven  v.  Gregorie,  8  Rich.  Law   (S.  C),  (Mass.)  393. 

158  ;  Gayetty  ■».  Bethune,  14  Mass.  49  ;  '<»  O'Linda  v.  Lathrop,  31  Pick.  (Mass.) 

Alley  v.  Carlton,  39  Texas,  78 ;  Lawton  293. 

V.  Rivers,  3  McCord  (S.  C),  445  ;  N.  T.  "  Schowerer  v.  Boylston  Market,  99 

Life   Ins.  &  Tr.  Co.  «.  Milnor,  1  Barb.  Mass.  285. 

(N.   Y.)   353  ;  Collins  v.  Prentice,   15  ^^  Bakeman  v.  Talbot,  31  N.  Y.  366 ; 

Conn.  39.  Huson  ij.Youn^,  4  Lans.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.) 

*  Kirkham  v.  Sharp,  1  Whart.  (Penn.)  63. 

323.  isHollenbeck   v.  Rowley,    8    Allen 

5  Reignolds  v.  Edwards,  Willee,  282 ;  (Mass.),  476. 

Smith  V.  Wiggin,  52  N.  H.  112.  '*  Codman  v.  Evans,  5  Allen  i^Mass.), 


21 


308. 


162  PRIVATE  NUISANCES. 

his  right  of  way,  is  a  nuisance,  and  actionable  as  such.  Thus,  if 
he  digs  a  drain  under  the  way,  he  is  bound  to  close  it  up  securely, 
and  if  he  fails  to  do  so,  whereby  the  way  is  injured,  or  whereby 
the  owner  of  the  way  is  damaged,  either  in  his  property  or  per- 
son, he  is  liable  for  all  the  damages  that  ensue.'  So,  if  he  makes 
insecure  erections  upon  the  way  that  damage  the  person  in 
whom  the  right  is  vested,  or  if  he  makes  openings  near  thereto 
and  does  not  securely  guard  them,"  or,  if  he  closes  up  the  way 
or  in  any  manner  hinders  or  obstructs  the  right  of  passage  over 
it,  he  is  guilty  of  a  nuisance  and  chargeable  with  all  the  conse- 
quences.' 

Sec.  168.  The  grantee  of  a  way,  or  the  proprietor  of  a  way 
by  necessity  or  prescription,  is  bound  to  keep  it;  in  repair,  and 
the  land  owner  is  chargeable  with  no  duty  or  liability  in  that 
respect.''  When  the  track  is  fixed  by  user  the  right  exists  in  that 
track,  and  even  though  the  track  becomes  impassable,  or  is 
obstructed  by  the  owner  of  the  land,  the  person  in  whom  the 
easement  exists  cannot  deviate  from  the  old  track  upon  other 
lands  of  the  person  over  whose  lands  the  right  exists."  But,  if 
the  land-owner  place  obstructions  in  the  way,  the  owner  of  the 
right  of  way  may  remove  them.'  If  the  owner  of  the  land,  or 
any  other  person,  builds  over  the  way  so  as  to  darken  it  or  to 
obstruct  it,  or  in  anywise  render  it  less  convenient,  he  is  liable  as 
for  a  nuisance.*  Thus,  where  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  of  way 
over  the  lands  of  the  defendant,  for  hauling  merchandise  to  his 
store,  and  had  hoisting  apparatus  arranged  for  taking  the  goods 
into  the  store,  it  was  held  that  the  defendant  was  Liable  for  all 
damages  that  resulted  from  the  erection  of  a  building  over  the 
way,  that  cut  off  these  facilities,  as  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
the  use  of  the  way  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  he  had  used  it 
for  a  period  sufficient  to  acquire  a  prescriptive  right.* 

I  Perley  v.  Chandler,  6  Mass.  454.  *  Williams  v.  Safford.  7  Barb.  (N.  T. 

»  Corby  v.  Hill,  4  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  556 ;  S.  C.)  309  ;  Boyce  «.  Brown,  id.  80. 

Gallagher  «. Humphrey,  10  W.  R.  664;  *  Boyce  v.  Brown,  supra. 

Shadwell  v.  Hutchinson,  4  C.  &  P.  333.  '  Richardson  «.  Pond,  15  Gray  (Mass.), 

8  Kent  v.  Judkins,  53  Me.  162 ;  Batis-  387. 

hill  V.  Reed,  18  C.  B.  696.  *  Richardson  v.  Pond,  15  Gray  (Mass."., 

*  Wynkoop  V.  Burger,  12  Johns.  (N.  387. 
Y.)  222  ;  Walker  v.  Pierce,  38  Vt.  95. 
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Sec.  169.  The  public  may  acquire  a  prescriptive  right  to  use  a 
way  as  well  as  a  single  individual/  and  where  a  private  -way  is 
opened,  leading  from  a  public  street,  and  prepared  for  use  the 
same  as  a  public  street,  and  with  nothing  to  show  that  it  is  not 
such,  although  it  is  closed  at  one  end,  the  public  may  use  the  way, 
and  are  bound  only  to  the  exercise  of  the  same  care  as  in  the  use 
of  a  public  street.' 

Sec.  170.  Where  a  right  of  way  is  vested  in  several  persons 
for  the  benefit  of  several  tenements,  neither  of  the  persons  in 
whom  the  right  exists  has  a  right  to  more  than  a  reasonable  use 
of  the  way,  and  any  obstruction  thereof  by  one  to  the  detriment 
of  the  others,  is  a  nuisance,  and  actionable,"  If  the  acts  of 
several  persons  together,  though  not  done  jointly  or  in  concert, 
operate  as  a  nuisance  to  a  way,  when  the  acts  of  either  alone 
would  not  operate  as  an  appreciable  injury,  an  action  may  be 
maintained  in  equity  against  all  of  them  in  favor  of  one  who  is 
injured  by  the  aggregation  of  their  acts. 

Sec.  171.  In  Thorpe  v.  Brumfitt^  it  appeared  that  A  and  B  were, 
in  1853,  the  owners  of  the  Commercial  Inn,  at  Bradford,  and  certain 
lands  and  buildings  adjoining.  In  the  rear  of  the  inn  was  a  yard, 
occupied  with  it.  Tlie  only  access  to  the  stable  and  yard,  for 
horses  and  carriages  was  from  a  street,  called  the  Tyrells,  along  a 
passage,  which  was  upon  part  of  the  land  also  belonging  to  A  and 
B.  The  passage  ran  northerly  from  the  yard  to  the  street.  In 
July,  1853,  A  and  B  sold  and  conveyed  the  buildings  and  land, 
adjoining  the  Tyrells^  to  one  John  Morrell,  reserving  the  way  to 
the  inn  yard.  Subsequently  to  the  sale  to  Morrell  the  parties 
agreed  to  a  change  in  the  boundary  between  their  lands,  and  a  new 
passage  was  substituted  to  the  inn  yard  in  place  of  the  old  one, 
which  was  properly  conveyed  to  A  and  B  by  Morrell,  and  by  the 
terms  of  which  Morrell  was  to  construct  the  new  way  and  keep 
it  in  proper  repair.  It  was  also  provided  that  Morrell  might  erect 
buildings  over  the  passage-way,  so  that  it  was  left  at  least  eight 
feet  high.      Morrell  also  reserved  a  right  of  way  over  the  pas- 

'  Richardson  v.  Pond,  15  Gray  (Mass.),        »  Thorpe  v.  Brnmfitt,  8  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.) 
387.  650.  ^   4        ; 

'  Danforth  v.  Durell.8  Allen  (Mass.), 
242.  ^  ' 
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sage  for  the  benefit  of  his  premises,  and  the  right  to  grant  a  right 
of  way  over  the  same  to  others.  The  new  way  was  constructed 
and  Morrell  erected  warehouses  on  the  land  purchased  by  him, 
and  also  made  in  the  floor- way  of  the  new  passage  a  large  open- 
ing forming  the  entrance  to  a  cellar  beneath,  and  covered  it  with 
a  wooden  trap-door.  He  also  made  a  trap  door  over  it,  forming 
an  entrance  through  the  roof  covering  the  passage-way  into 
the  warehouse  above.  He  also  made  side  entrances  into  the 
warehouses  and  placed  folding  doors  in  them,  for  the  purpose  of 
loading  and  unloading  goods  from  the  passage-way.  He  let 
these  premises  to  different  parties  in  1 863,  and  he  was  never 
after  that  time  in  the  occupation  of  them.  The  tenants  occupy- 
ing distinct  portions  of  the  premises  caused  the  road-way  to  be 
blocked  up  with  carts  and  wagons,  and  kept  the  trap  door  and 
folding  doors  open,  and  the  crane  used  for  hoisting  goods,  at 
work  for  long  and  unreasonable  periods  during  the  busiest  hours 
of  the  day,  when  great  numbers  of  persons  with  vehicles  and  on 
foot  required  to  pass  to  the  inn  yard.  The  court  held  that  the 
obstruction  of  the  way  by  teams  and  otherwise,  in  the  loading 
and  unloading  of  goods  upon  the  passage-way,  was  a  nuisance 
to  the  plaintiff  for  which  the  defendants  were  liable  to  him. 
Lord  Justice  James,  among  other  things*  said :  "  The  plaintiff 
only  claims  a  right  of  way.  He  does  not  claim  to  be  entitled  to 
the  soil  or  to  prevent  the  owner  of  the  soil  from  exercising 
over  it  any  rights  which  do  not  derogate  from  his  grant.  The 
plaintiff  cannot  complain  unless  he  can  prove  an  obstruction 
which  injures  him.  The  case  is  not  like  one  of  trespass  in 
which  a  recovery  can  be  had  if  no  damage  is  proved.  Nothing 
can  be  much  more  injurious  to  the  owner  of  an  inn  than  that 
the  way  to  his  yard  should  be  constantly  obstructed  by  the 
loading  and  unloading  of  heavy  wagons.  It  is  said  that  the 
plaintiff  alleges  an  obstruction  caused  by  several  persons,  act- 
ing independently  of  each  other,  and  does  not  show  what  share 
each  had  in  causing  it.  It  is  probably  impossible  for  a  person 
in  the  plaintiff's  position  to  show  this.  JSTor  do  I  think  it 
necessary  that  he  should  show  it.  The  amount  of  obstruction 
caused  by  any  one  of  them  might  not,  if  it  stood  alone,  give 
ground  for  any  complaint,  though  the  amount  caused  by  all  of 
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them  may  be  a  serious  injury.  Suppose  one  person  leaves  a 
wheelbarrow  standing  on  a  way,  that  may  not  cause  any  appre- 
ciable inconvenience,  but  if  a  hundred  do  so,  that  may  cause  a 
serious  inconvenience  which  a  person,  entitled  to  the  use  of 
the  way,  has  a  right  to  prevent ;  and  it  is  no  defense  to  any  one 
among  the  hundred  to  say,  that  what  he  does  of  itself  causes 
no  damage  to  the  complainant." 

Sec.  172.  It  may  be  stated,  generally,  that  amy  interference 
with  a  private  way,  by  the  land  owner  or  any  other  person, 
that  materially  interferes  with  its  convenient  use,  or  by  the 
owner  of  the  right  of  way  is  a  nuisance,  to  recover  the 
damages  for  which,  an  action  on  the  case  will  lie.  The  owner 
of  the  right  cannot  maintain  trespass  against  a  stranger  who 
interferes  with  the  way,  but  he  may  maintain  case,  and  the 
owner  of  the  land  may  also  have  his  action  of  trespass  for 
the  injury  to  the  soil.  For  the  general  doctrine  controlling 
private  ways  see  Washburn  on  Easements ;  where  the  subject  is 
treated  ably  and  extendedly,  see  chapters  on  "  Party  "Walls," 
"  Lateral  and  Subjacent  Support,"  "  Smoke,  Noxious  Yapors  and 
Noisome  Smells,"  "  Highways,"  "  Water,"  "  Pollution  of 
Streams,"  and  "  Brick  Burning,"  for  farther  instances  of  private 
nuisances 
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Bec.  173.  No  absolute  right  to  support  for  soil. 

174.  Tlie  right  consists  in  having  the  soil  left  intact. 

175.  Rule  in  Farrand  «.  Marshall. 

176.  Rule  in  La  Sala  «.  Holbrook . 

177.  The  right  only  extends  to  the  soil  itself. 

178.  Buildings  do  not  deprive  one  of  this  right  unless  they  sensibly 

increase  the  pressure. 

179.  Rule  in  Brown  «.  Robbina . 

180.  Recovery  may  be  had  where  structures  do  not  contribute  to  the 

injury. 

181.  Distinction  between  injury  to  the  soil,  and  to  a  wall  or  structure. 


166    LATERAL  AND  SUBJACENT  SUPPORT  OF  LANDS. 

Sec.  183.  Rule  in  Hamerc.  Knowles. 

183.  Instances  in  wliich  injury  to  buildings  may  be  recovered  for. 

184.  Same  subject  continued. 

185.  Division  fence  not  regarded  as  increased  burden. 

186.  Rule  in  Wyatt  v.  Harrison. 

187.  Right  ceases  when  wall  is  substituted  for  soil. 

188.  Rule  in  Panton  v.  Holland. 

189.  Rule  in  Thurston  v.  Hancock 

190.  Rule  in  La  Sala  v.  Holbrook . 

191.  Degree  of  care  required  in  excavating  near  foundation  walls. 
193.  Same  continued. 

193.  What  acts  deprive  one  of  the  right  of  support  for  his  soil. 

194.  Subjacent  support.     Right  to.     Effect  of  custom. 

195.  Rule  in  Harris  v.  Ryding. 

196.  Rule  in  Wakefield  v.  Duke  of  Buccleugh. 

197.  Rule  in  Hext  v.  Gill. 

198.  Rule  in  Smart  v.  Morton . 

199.  Rule  in  Hilton  v.  Lord  Granville. 

200.  Distinction  between  conveyance  of  quarries  and  mines. 

201.  Buildings  not  contributing  to  injury  may  be  recovered  for. 
303.  No  prescriptive  right  for  support  of  buildings  can  be  acquired. 

203.  Rule  as  between  railroad  and  canal  companies  and  mine  ownerfl. 

204.  Rule  in  Midland  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Checkley. 

205.  Relative  rights  and  liabilities  of  parties. 

206.  Liability  of  surface  owner  to  the  mine  owner. 

307.  Liability  of  mine  owner  to  the  owner  of  the  surface. 

308.  Lands  granted  for  sand  or  soil,  does  not  authorize  their  removal  to 

injury  of  grantor's  land. 

209.  Withdrawal  of  soil  at  however  great  a  distance,  is  actionable  if 

injury  results. 

210.  Rule  in  Ludlow  v.  Hudson  R.  R  R.  Co . 

311.  Support  for  land  and  buildings  by  implied  grant. 

813.  Right  to  mutual  or  lateral  support  cannot  be  acquired  by  prescription. 

213.  Rule  of  damages. 

Sec.  173.  There  are  no  adjudged  cases  in  which  it  is  held  that 
the  owner  of  lands  has  an  absolute  right  to  the  support  of  the 
adjoining  lands  for  his  land,  on  either  side  thereof,  or  to  the 
support  of  the  minerals  or  soil  beneath  the  surface,  where  there 
are  two  freeholds  in  the  same  estate,  one  in  the  surface  and  the 
other  in  the  minerals,  unless  such  support  is  necessary  to  prevent 
injury  to  his  land  from  falling  away.  Instead  of  an  absolute 
right  of  support,  the  rule  established  by  the  cases  seems  to  be, 
that  every  land  owner  has  a  right  to  have  his  land  preserved 
intact,  and  that  an  adjoining  owner  excavating  upon  his  own 
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land  is  subject  to  this  restriction,  that  he  must  not  excavate  his 
soil  so  near  to  the  land  of  his  neighbor  that  his  neighbor's  soil 
will  crumble  away  under  its  own  weight  and  fall  upon  his  land. 
But.  if  the  nature  of  his  neighbor's  soil  is  such  that,  by  the  force 
of  its  own  coherence,  it  will  and  does  sustain  its  own  weight  and 
remain  intact,  an  adjoining  owner  may  excavate  to  the  very 
extremity  of  his  line,  and  no  action  lies  therefor.'  Therefore 
there  cannot  be  said  to  be  an  absolute  natural  right  of  support ; 
for  if  that  were  so,  it  would  exist  as  against  every  species  of  soil, 
and  the  withdrawal  of  the  neighboring  soil,  whether  attended 
with  damages  or  not,  would  be  actionable  as  an  injury  to  a  right. 

Sec.  174.  The  rule  may  then  be  stated  thus :  every  land  owner 
has  a  right  to  have  his  soil  preserved  intact,  as  against  its  own 
weight  and  the  ordinary  effects  of  the  elements ;  and  an  adjoin- 
ing owner  who  excavates  so  near  to  the  line  of  his  neighbor's 
land  as  to  cause  the  same  to  crumble  or  fall  away,  is  liable  for  all 
the  damages  ensuing  therefrom ;  but  if  the  character  of  the 
adjoining  soil  is  such  that  it  will  and  does  sustain  its  own  weight 
and  the  natural  pressure  thereon  by  the  power  of  its  own  coher- 
ence, without  the  aid  of  the  support  of  the  surrounding  soil,  the 
adjoining  owner  may  remove  his  soil  without  liability  to  damage. 
No  damage  is  recoverable  except  for  the  actual  disturbance  of 
the  integrity  of  the  soil.  There  is  no  such  thing  recognized  by 
the  law  as  an  absolute  right  of  support.  But  there  is  a  qualified 
right,  and  that  is,  that  every  man  is  entitled  to  have  his  soil  left 
intact,  and  that  no  removal  of  the  adjoining  soil  can  be  made  so 
as  to  disturb  the  integrity  of  the  soil  of  others.  There  are  many 
cases  in  which  there  is  much  loose  dicta,  to  the  effect  that  every 
man  has  a  right  to  have  his  soil  supported  by  the  adjacent  soil, 

1  Wilde  V.  Minsterly,  15  Car.,  1  B.  2    Allen    (Mass.),    121;    Callendar    v. 

R.  Pasch.   384 ;    Farrand  v.  Marshall,  Marsh,  1  Pick.  (Mass.)  164 ;  La  Sala  v. 

19  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  380  ;  Farrand  Holbrook,  4  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  T.)  169 ; 

V.  Marshall,  21  id.  409;    McGuire  v.  Panton -y.  Holland,  17  Johns.  (N.Y.)  92; 

Grant,  1  Dutch.  (25  N.  J.)  356  ;  Rich-  Napier  v.  Bulwinkle,  5  Rich.  (S.  C.) 

ardson  «.  Vt.  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Vt.  465  ;  511 ;  Solomon  v.  Vinters  Co.,  4  H.  &  N. 

Thurston   v.  Hancock,  12   Mass.  220 ;  (Esch.)  585 ;  Smith  v.  Thackerash,  L. 

Shrieve   u.   Stokes,    8   B.  Monr.  (Ky.)  R.  (1  C.  B.)  564;  Elliott  v.  N.  E.  R.  R. 

453  ;  Moody  v.  McClelland,  39  Ala.  45  ;  Co.,  10  H.  L.  354  ;  N.  B.  R.   R.  Co.  v. 

Bonomi  v.  Backhouse,  27  L.  J.  (N.  S.)  Elliott,  1  Johns.  &  H.  146 ;  Rawbotham 

388 ;  Humphries  v.  Brogden,  12  Q.  B.  v.  Wilson,  8  E.  &  B.  123. 
739 ;  1 E.  L.  &  Eq.  241 ;  Foley  v.  Wyeth, 
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and  that  this  right  exists  as  "  an  incident  to  the  land,  as  a  right 
of  property  necessarily  and  naturally  attached  to  the  soil,"  but 
there  is  no  case  in  which  the  actual  judgment  of  the  court  is  not 
in  direct  opposition  to  this  dicta.  The  case  of  Wilde  v.  Min- 
sterly^  which  is  regarded  as  an  authority  for  the  doctrine  of 
support,  is  a  full  authority  for  the  opposite  doctrine.  In  that 
case  it  is  said,  "  If  A,  seized  in  fee  of  land  next  adjoining  the 
land  of  B,  erect  a  new  house  on  his  land,  and  part  of  the  house 
is  erected  on  the  confines  of  his  land  next  adjoining  the  land  of 
B,  if  B  afterward  digs  his  land  near  the  foundation  of  the 
house  of  A,  whereby  the  foundation  of  the  house  and  the  house 
itself  falls  into  the  pit  that  B  has  dug,  still  no  action  lies  at  the 
suit  of  A  against  B,  for  this  was  the  fault  of  A  himself,  that  he 
built  his  house  so  near  to  the  land  of  B ;  for  he  could  not  by  his 
act  hinder  B  from  making  the  most  profitable  use  he  could  of 
his  land.  15  Car.,  1  B.  K.,  Wilde  v.  Minsterly.  Rolle,  in 
stating  this  case,  says :  "  But  semble,  that  a  man  who  has  land 
next  adjoining  to  my  land,  cannot  dig  his  land  so  near  to  my 
land  that  thereby  my  land  shall  fall  into  his  pit ;  and  for  this,  if 
an  action  were  brought,  it  would  lie."  Lord  Campbell,  in 
Wyatt  V.  Harrison,  3  Barn.  &  Ad.  871,  in  referring  to  this  dicta, 
treated  it  as  an  authority  for  the  doctrine  of  support,  and  it  has 
ever  since  been  referred  to  as  sustaining  that  doctrine.  But  it 
cannot  even  be  tortured  into  any  such  signification.  It  simply 
asserts  the  doctrine  that  every  person  has  a  right  to  have  his  land 
left  intact,  and  that  an  adjoining  owner  cannot  excavate  his  own 
land  when,  by  so  doing,  he  interferes  with  the  integrity  of  his 
neighbor's  soil,  by  letting  it  into  his  pit.  He  does  not  say  that 
A  may  not  dig  in  his  own  land  up  to  the  line  of  his  neighbor's 
land,  if  he  can  do  so  without  letting  down  his  neighbor's  land, 
but  that  he  cannot  do  so,  so  as  to  let  it  down,  leaving  the  fair 
inference  to  be  drawn  that  he  may  dig  with  impunity  when  the 
nature  of  the  soil  is  such  that  it  will  stand  intact  by  the  force  of  its 
own  coherence.  But  we  only  refer  to  this  case  and  Rolle's  dicta 
because  it  is  regarded  as  the  basis  of  the  law  of  support  as  a  natural 
right.  We  do  not  need  to  go  back  to  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
to  find  that  no  such  right  exists,  except  as  has  been  before  stated. 
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Sec.  175.  As  illustrative  of  the  utter  baselessness  of  the  right  to 
the  extent  that  is  given  it  by  the  dicta  of  the  courts,  we  will  take 
the  ease  of  Farrand  v.  Marshall,  19  Barb.  380,  and  21  id.  409. 
That  was  an  action  for  an  injunction  seeking  to  restrain  the 
defendant  from  removing  the  support  from  the  plaintiff's  land, 
by  excavating  upon  his  own  land  within  a  certain  distance  on 
either  side  thereof.  A  preliminary  injunction  was  granted  as 
prayed  for  in  the  complaint.  The  question  was  argued  before 
Harris,  J.,  at  special  term,  and  that  learned  judge  in  a  very  able 
opinion  reported  in  the  19th  of  Barbour  sustained  the  plaintiff's 
right  to  the  support  of  the  defendant's  land,  hut  modified  the 
injunction  so  as  to  restrain  the  defendant  from  excavating  upon 
his  land  so  as  to  injure  the  land  of  the  plaintiff.  The  learned  judge 
said  :  "  I  think  the  injunction  should  be  so  modified,  as  only 
to  restrain  the  defendant  from  excavating  or  removing  any  soil 
from  any  land  adjoining  the  plaintiff's  premises  which  shall 
cause  the  plaintiff's  land,  by  reason  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
lateral  support,  to  fall  away  or  subside, "  and  the  injunction 
was  thus  modified,  thereby  leaving  the  defendant  to  excavate 
every  inch  of  his  own  land,  if  he  could  do  so  without  let- 
ting down  the  plaintiff's  land  or  causing  its  subsidence. 
Recognizing  clearly,  not  an  absolute  right  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff  to  support  for  his  land  from  the  land  of  the  defendant, 
but  a  qualified  right  of  support,  if  necessary,  for  the  protection 
of  the  integrity  of  his  soil  in  its  natural  condition,  and  leaving 
the  defendant  at  liberty  to  withdraw  this  support  if  he  could  do 
so  and  still  leave  the  plaintiff's  premises  intact.  Upon  an 
appeal  to  the  general  term  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court  was 
sustained.  Wright,  J.,  among  other  things,  saying :  "  The 
right  to  lateral  support  is  regarded  as  an  incident  to  the  land  ;  a 
right  of  property,  necessarily  and  naturally  attached  to  the  soil. 
*  *  *  *  The  defendant  is  engaged  in  converting  the  earth 
that  is  removed  into  brick.  He  may  do  this  provided  that  he 
interferes  not  with  the  paramount  right  of  others  to  the  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  their  property,  or  the  natural  right  which  they 
possess  to  have  their  land  surrounded  and  protected  by  the  adja- 
cent soil."  But  mark  the  inconsistency.  He  speaks  of  the  right 
to  have  their  lands  surrounded  and  protected  by  the  neighboring 
22 
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soil,  as  &,  paramount  rigHt,  but  in  the  very  next  sentence  he  says : 
"He  may  thus  use  his  own,  but  if  the  consequences  are  that  he 
injures  the  plaintiff  by  such  use,"  not  by  taking  away  the  sup- 
port from  his  si  )il,  if  it  will  stand  by  the  power  of  its  own  coher- 
ence, but  "  hy  causing  the  lands  of  the  latter  to  subside  and  fall 
over  on  the  defendants''  land^  an  action  may  be  sustained  for  the 
damage  sustained  hy  the  subsidence.''^  Still  further  on  he  says : 
"  We  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  power  to  restrain  the  defendant 
from  excavating  or  removing  any  soil  adjoining  the  plaintiff's 
premises,  which  should  cause  the  plaintiff's  land,  by  reason  of 
the  withdrawal  of  its  lateral  support,  to  fall  away  or  subside." 
Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  while  there  is  much  said  in  this  case 
about  the  natural  right  to  have  land  surrounded  and  protected 
by  neighboring  soil,  and  about  this  right  being  a  right  of  prop- 
erty necessarily  and  naturally  attached  to  the  soil,  it  is  in  fact,  by 
the  actual  decision  and  judgment  of  the  court,  held,  that  no  such 
right  exists  as  a  natural  right,  but  only  exists  when  the  removal 
of  the  neighboring  soil  will  disturb  the  integrity  of  the  adjoining 
land,  and  let  it  in  upon  the  land  excavated. 

Sec.  176.  In  La  Sola  v.  Holbrooke  4  Paige's  Ch.  (K.  Y.) 
167,  Chancellor  Walworth  says:  " I  have  a  natural  right  to 
the  use  of  my  land  in  the  situation  in  which  it  was  placed 
by  nature,  protected  and  surrounded  by  the  soil  of  the  adja- 
cent lots.  And  the  owners  of  those  lots  will  not  be  permit- 
ted to  destroy  my  land  by  removing  this  natural  support  or 
barrier.  Thus  it  is  laid  down  by  Rolle,  that  I  may  sustain  an 
action  against  a  man  who  digs  a  pit  on  his  own  land  so  near  to  my 
lot  that  my  land  falls  into  his  pit."  Thus  the  learned  chancellor, 
in  defining  the  right  of  support,  and  an  actionable  injury  thereto, 
defines  it  as  being  such  a  protection  for  his  soil  as  will  preserve 
its  integrity  and  prevent  its  falling  into  an  adjoining  excavation. 
An  examination  of  all  the  cases  upon  this  point  will  show  this  to 
be  the  extent  of  the  right.'  Oases  of  subjacent  support  are  eon- 
trolled  by  the  same  principles  as  those  of  lateral  support,  of  which 

'  Thurston  «.  Hancock,  13  Mass.  220;  2  Allen  (Mass.),  121 ;  Shrieve  v.  Stokes, 

McGuire  v.  Grant,  1  Dutch.  (25  N.  J.)  8  B.  Monr.  (Ky.)  453 ;  Moody  v.  Mo- 

356 ;  Vermont  Central  Railroad  Co.  v.  Clelland,  39  Ala.  45. 
Richardson,  35  Vt.  465;  Foley  w.Wyeth, 
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Humphries  v.  Brogden,  12  Q.  B.  739 ;   1  E.  L.  &  Eq.  241,  is 

regarded  as  the  leading  case,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  an  examina- 
tion of  the  case  that  the  court  fully  sustains  the  proposition,  that 
the  right  of  support  is  only  to  the  extent  necessary  to  prevent  a 
fall  of  the  land.  That  was  an  action  on  the  case  for  injury  to  the 
plaintiff's  lands  by  the  removal  of  the  minerals  under  its  surface, 
so  that  the  land  subsided,  cracked,  and  was  materially  injured. 
Lord  Campbell,  C.  J.,  in  a  very  elaborate  opinion,  reviewed  all 
the  English  cases  bearing  upon  the  question.  He  said  :  "  Where 
there  are  separate  freeholds,  from  the  surface  of  the  land  and  the 
minerals  belonging  to  diflferent  owners,  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  owner  of  the  surface,  while  unincumbered  by  buildings 
and  in  its  natural  state,  is  entitled  to  have  it  supported  by  the 
subjacent  mineral  strata.  Those  strata,"  he  adds,  "  may  of  course 
be  removed  by  the  owner  of  them,  so  that  a  sufficient  support  for 
the  surface  is  left ;  but  if  the  surface  subsides,  and  is  injured  by 
the  removal  of  those  strata,  *  *  "^  an  action  may  be  main- 
tained against  the  owner  of  the  minerals  for  the  damages  sustained 
by  the  subsidence."  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  degree  of  sup- 
port, to  which  the  owner  of  the  surface  is  entitled,  is  such  as  will 
prevent  the  subsidence  of  his  land,  and  although  the  court  say  that 
the  owner  of  the  sm-face  "  is  entitled  to  the  support  of  the  mineral 
strata,"  that  nevertheless  this  right  is  qualified  by  and  confined  to 
such  a  support  as  will  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  surface,  and  that 
if  the  nature  of  the  surface  is  such  that  it  will  support  itself  inde- 
pendent of  the  minerals,  the  entire  mineral  strata  may  be  removed 
and  no  action  will  lie  therefor.  Then  in  fact  the  surface  owner 
is  not  of  right  entitled  to  the  support  of  the  mineral  strata,  or  any 
part  thereof,  unless  it  is  essential  to  prevent  the  subsidence  of  the 
upper  soil,  and  the  law  only  gives  him  a  remedy,  according  to 
the  doctrine  of  this  case,  where  damages  are  sustained  by  reason 
of  a  subsidence  of  or  actual  injury  to  the  land.  The  following 
cases  will  be  found  to  establish  the  same  position.' 

»  Wyatt  -B.  Harrison,  3  B.  &  Ad.  871 ;  705  ;  Earner  v.  Knowles,  6  H.  &  N.  454; 

Harris"  t\    Riding,   5   Mees.  &  Wels.  Roberts  v.  Haines,  6  E.  &  B.  643 ;  Back- 

(Exch.)  181  ;'Rowbotham  v.  Wilson,  6  house  c.  Bonomi,9  H.  L.  C.  503;  Smart 

E.  &  B.  593  ;  Caledonia  Railroad  Co.  v.  v.  Morton,  5  E.  &  B.  30  ;  Hilton  v.  Lord 

Spud,2Macq.  (Scotch)  449;  Wakefield  Granrille,   5   Q.   B.   701;    Marquis  of 

c.  Dukeof  Buccleuch,4LawR.(Eq.Cas.)  Salisbury  v.  Gladstone,  9  H.  L.  C.  693; 

613;  Hunt  v.  Peake,  Johns.  Ch.  (Eng.)  Berkley '«.  Shafts,  15  0.  B.  (N.  S.)  79; 
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Sec.  177.  The  right  to  support  only  extends  to  the  soil  itself, 
and  does  not  include  anj  thing  placed  thereon  that  sensibly 
increases  the  pressure,'  nor  does  it  exist  after  the  owner  has 
removed  the  soil,  and  substituted  a  wall  or  other  artificial  substi- 
tute therefor.*  Tliis  right  to  support  from  neighboring  soil  exists 
ex  jure  naturce,  and  not  as  an  easement,^  although  it  partakes  of 
the  nature  of  an  easement,  and  is  frequently  classed  as  such  both 
by  elementary  writers  and  courts.*  Beamwell,  B.,  in  Rowhotham 
V.  Wilson,  says :  "  I  think  it  inaccurate  to  say  that  the  plaintiff  is 
claiming  any  kind  of  easement,  qualified  or  otherwise ;  aji  ease- 
ment seeming  to  me  to  he  something  additional  to  the  ordinary 
rights  of  property ^  But  it  will  not  be  profitable  for  us  to  dis- 
cuss this  question  here.  The  right  exists,  and,  whether  it  is  to 
be  regarded  as  an  easement  or  a  natural  right,  is  a  question  of 
small  consequence. 

Sec.  178,  It  must  not  be  understood  that  the  right  to  support 
ceases  to  exist  when  the  land  is  incumbered  with  a  building  or 
other  erection.  It  is  true  that  the  right  extends  only  to  the  soil 
itself,  but  it  is  by  no  means  restricted,  as  is  stated  by  some  of  the 
elementary  writers,  to  "  the  land  in  its  natural  state."  "  It  exists 
only  as  to  the  soil,  but,  however  the  soil  may  be  incumbered 
with  buildings  or  other  structures,  unless  they  contributed 
directly  to  the  injury,  a  right  of  action  exists  for  an  interference 
with  the  right,  precisely  as  much  with  as  without  the  buildings.  * 
Indeed  I  think  the '  cases  will  justify  the  broad  statement,  that 
in  actions  for  injuries  to  the  right  of  support,  where  liability  is 
sought  to  be  avoided,  on  the  ground  that  there  are  erections  on 

Dugdale  v.  Robertson,  3  K.  &  J.  695 ;  road  Co.,  25  Vt.  465,  opinion  of  Ben- 

Proud  V.  Bates,  34  L.  J.  (Ch.)  406,  and  next,  J. ;  Hay  v.  Cohoes  Co.,  2  N,  Y. 

indeed  all  the  English  cases  are  to  the  159. 

same  efifect.  ^  Rowbotham  v.  Wilson,  8  E.  &  B. 

'  Stansell  v.  Jollard,  1  Selw.  N.  P.  136  ;  Bonomi  v.  Backhouse,  E.  L.  &  Eq. 


444 ;  Wyatt  v.  Harrison,  3  B.  &  Ad.  871 
Partridge  v.  Scott,  3  Mees.  &  Wels.  220 
Humphries  v.  Brogden,  12  Q.  B.  744 


622  ;  Thurston  'o.  Hancock,  ante. 

*  Gale  on  Easements,  148. 

5  Washburn     on    Easements,    481 ; 
Soloruon   v.  Vinters   Co.,   4  H.   &   N.     Gale  on  Easements  311. 
(Exch.)  585  ;  Murchie  v.  Black,  34  Law        «  Foley  v.  Wyeth,  2   Allen  (Mass.), 
J.  (C.  P.)  387.  131  ;  Hunt  v.  Peake,  Johns.  Ch.  (Eng.) 

'  Wilde  -u.  Minsterly,  ante ;   Thurs-    705  ;  Thurston  v.  Hancock,   12   Mass. 
ton  '0.  Hancock,  12  Mass.  220;  La  Sala    220  ;    Brown    o.    Bobbins,  4  H.  &  N. 
0.  Holbrook,  4  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  167 ;    (Exch.)  186. 
Richardson  v.  Vermont  Central  Rail- 


LATERAL   AND   SUBJACENT   SUPPORT  OF  LANDS.         173 

the  plain tiif's  land  that  contributed  to  the  injury,  that  it  is 
incumbent  upon  the  defendant  to  make  out  his  defense  by  clearly 
establishing  the  fact,  that  the  injury  would  not  have  resulted 
except  for  the  erections.  In  other  words,  that  the  pressure  of 
the  buildings  was  the  principal  cause  of  the  injury  to  the  soil. 
N^or  does  it  seem  to  be  settled,  particularly  in  the  courts  of  this 
country,  that  no  recovery  can  be  had  where  the  buildings  have  in 
a  measure  contributed  to  the  injury,  where  they  are  not  the  prin- 
cipal cause ;  and  in  Foley  v.  Wyeth,  a  different  doctrine  was 
strougly  hinted  at  by  Meekick,  J.,  in  delivering  the  judgment 
of  the  court.  He  says :  "  Whether  if  the  pressure  of  the 
weight  of  artificial  structures  which  the  owner  has  placed  upon 
his  own  land  for  a  lawful  purpose,  and  in  its  reasonable  use  con- 
tributes to  cause  a  slide  or  crumbling  away  of  his  soil  into  a  pit 
excavated  in  an  adjoining  close  by  another  proprietor,  this  will 
deprive  him  of  the  right  to  remuneration  for  the  injury  sustained, 
may  be  considered  at  least  open  to  denial." 

.  Sec.  179.  In  Brown  v.  Hohhins,  referred  to  in  the  previous 
note,  the  action  was  for  injury  to  the  plaintiff's  lands  and  build- 
ings by  reason  of  excavations  beneath  the  premises,  causing  a 
subsidence  of  the  soil,  and  a  consequent  injury  to  the  buildings. 
A  question  was  raised  by  the  defendant,  that  he  was  not  liable  if 
the  house  contributed  to  the  injury ;  and  the  judge,  among  other 
things,  submitted  the  question  to  the  jury,  "  whether  the  land 
fell  from  the  superincumbent  weight  of  the  house,  or  whether  it 
would  have  fallen  in  the  same  manner  whether  there  had  been 
a  house  upon  it  or  not."  The  jury  found  that  the  weight  of  the 
house  did  not  contribute  to  the  injury,  and  returned  a  verdict  of 
£300  for  the  plaintiff.  Upon  a  rule  to  show  cause,  etc.,  in  the 
court  of  exchequer.  Pollock,  C.  B.,  said:  "As  to  the  right  of 
support  for  the  house,  qua  house,  if  necessary  to  decide  it,  which 
it  is  not,  I  should  be  disposed  to  hold  that  the  plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  the  support  of  the  surrounding  ground.  But  the 
moment  the  jury  found  that  the  subsidence  of  the  land  was  not 
caused  by  the  weight  of  the  superincumbent  buildings,  the  exist- 
ence of  the  house  became  unimportant  in  considering  the  ques- 
tion of  the  defendant's  liability.     It  is  as  if  a  mere  model  stood 
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there,  the  weight  of  which  bore  so  small  a  proportion  to  that  of 
the  soil  as  practically  to  add  nothing  to  it,"  Martin,  B.,  said : 
*'  There  is  no  ground  for  reducing  the  verdict.  The  house  was 
lawfully  on  the  plaintiff's  land,  and  was  injured  by  the  unlawful 
act  of  the  defendants,"  Watson,  B.,  said:  "When  a  great 
weight  is  put  on  the  land,  which  immediately  causes  a  pressure 
upon  the  adjoining  lands,  a  nice  question  sometimes  arises ;  but 
here  every  thing  was  determined  by  the  finding  of  the  jury,  that 
the  accident  was  not  caused  by  the  weight  of  the  house,  and  that 
this  weight  has  no  effect  in  causing  a  subsidence  of  the  soil." 

Sec,  180.  This  case  establishes  the  principle  full}^,  that  the 
mere  pressure  upon  land  of  a  superincumbent  weight,  as  build- 
ings, or  any  thing  else,  does  not  prevent  a  recovery  for  an  inter- 
ference with  the  right  of  support,  where  the  superincumbent 
weight  does  not  contribute  to  the  injury ;  and  that  in  such  a 
case  a  recovery  may  not  only  be  had  for  the  actual  injury 
to  the  soil,  but  also  for  all  injuries  to  the  buildings  thereon 
standing.  And  when  it  is  remembered  that  this  was  a  case  of 
injury  to  suhjaoent  support,  and  mainly  for  injuries  to  the  build- 
ings, and  the  main  question  raised  upon  exceptions  and  urged 
before  the  court  was  whether  the  verdict  was  not  against  the 
evidence,  I  think  the  case  must  be  regarded  as  further  establish- 
ing the  doctrine  that  the  pressure  of  a  superincumbent  weight 
upon  the  soil,  in  the  form  of  buildings  or  other  lawful  erections, 
will  not  defeat  a  recovery  for  injuries  to  support,  unless  they  are 
the  cause  of  the  injury  itself;  and  that  the  mere  fact  that  they 
have  in  a  measure  contributed  thereto,  when  not  the  principal 
cause,  does  not  operate  as  a  defense.  It  is  true  that  the  verdict 
established  that  the  buildings  did  not  contribute  to  the  injury, 
but  the  verdict  was  clearly  wrong ;  for  no  person  could  doubt 
that  every  pound  of  additional  weight  imposed  upon  the  surface 
of  the  soil  increased  the  vertical  and  lateral  pressure,  and  that 
the  weight  of  several  thousand  pounds,  such  as  would  be  likely 
to  be  imposed  even  by  the  most  ordinary  buildings,  would  in  a 
measure  contribute  to  the  subsidence  of  the  soil  beneath  them, 
and  that  a  much  slighter  removal  of  the  soil  would  be  followed 
by  a  subsidence  thereof,  with  the  buildings  upon  the  surface, 
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than  without  them ;  yet  the  verdict  was  sustained,  and  the  court 
even  intimate  that  without  such  a  finding  of  the  jury,  liability 
would  exist.  Indeed,  upon  the  argument,  Pollock,  C.  B.,  put 
this  pertinent  inquiry  to  the  counsel :  "  Has  a  person  a  right  to 
dig  so  near  to  the  land  of  his  neighbor  as  to  disturh  his  soil 
whether  there  is  a  house  there  or  not  ? 

Sec.  181.  A  distinction  exists  between  an  injury  to  the  soil  and 
an  injury  to  the  wall  or  other  structure  erected  in  lieu  of  it.  In 
the  case  of  a  building  erected  upon  the  surface  of  the  soil  where 
no  excavation  has  been  made  for  a  foundation,  a  removal  of  the 
support  of  the  adjoining  soil  would  be  actionable,  notwithstand- 
ing the  presence  of  the  building,  if  any  injury  to  the  soil  thus 
left  unsupported  followed,  even  though  the  excavation  was  made 
in  the  exercise  of  the  highest  care  and  skill  possible.  In  such 
cases  where  no  excavation  has  been  made  and  no  artificial  support 
has  been  substituted  for  the  soil,  the  adjoining  owner  excavates 
so  near  to  his  neighbor's  line  as  to  disturb  his  soil  at  his  peril.  It 
is  an  interference  with  a  natural  right,  and  a  nuisance,  and  liabil- 
ity attaches  whether  the  digging  was  accompanied  with  negli- 
gence or  not.  '  If  by  the  increased  weight  imposed  upon  the 
soil  by  the  building  the  damage  is  enhanced,  this  does  not  defeat 
liability  for  such  damages  as  would  have  arisen  if  no  building 
had  been  placed  there,  but  only  such  as  are  the  direct  results  of 
the  pressure  of  the  building.  "  This  precise  question  has  not 
been  directly  decided,  and  the  later  authorities  disclose  a  tend- 
ency of  the  courts  in  that  direction." 

Sec.  182.  In  Earner  v.  Knowles,  6  H.  &  N.  (Ex.)  459,  the 
action  was  brought  by  a  tenant  of  certain  mills  for  damages  sus- 
tained by  a  subsidence  of  the  soil   and  mills  by  reason  of  the 

'  Thurston  v.  Hancock,  12  Mass.  220;  it  is,  I  apprehend,  to  be  found  in  the 

Hay  V.  Cohoes  Co.,  2  N.  Y.  159  ;  Tre-  courts  not  discriminating  between  the 

main   v.  Cohoes   Co.,   id.   164  ;   Stroy-  soil  that  fell  into  the  excavation  from 

nan   v.    Knowles,  6   H.&  N.    (Exch.)  its   own  inherent   weight,    and    that 

454  ;  Hamer  v.  Knowles,  id.  459.  which  was  pressed  in  by  the  building." 

^  Richardson   v.    Vermont     Central  Foley  v.  Wyeth,  2  Allen  (Mass.),  131 ; 

Railroad  Co.,  25  Vt.  465.     In  this  case  Brown  v.  Windsor,  1  C.  J.  Am.  Notes; 

Bennett,  J.,  says:     "If  there  is  any  2  Dane's  Ab.  717 ;  Farrand  b.  Marshall, 

error  in  the   decision   of  the  case  in  19  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  380. 
the  12th  Mass.  (Thurston  v.  Hancock) 
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removal  of  minerals  beneath  the  adjoining  lot.  The  action  was 
referred,  and  the  referee  found  that  the  subsidence  of  the  ground 
resulted  from  the  mining  operations,  and  assessed  the  damages 
at  £1,590,  as  follows :  £90  for  the  damage  to  his  business,  and 
£1,500  for  deterioration  of  the  value  of  the  buildings  and  prem- 
ises. Upon  hearing  the  cause  in  the  court  of  exchequer  the 
defendant's  counsel  insisted  that  there  could  be  no  recovery  for 
injury  to  the  buildings,  because  no  right  of  support  existed  for 
them  ;  but  Pollock,  C.  B.,  said  :  "  It  is  said  that  the  plaintiff 
had  DO  right  of  support  for  buildings  ;  but  methink  that  if  their 
being  there  did  not  contribute  to  the  subsidence,  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  damages  for  injury  to  them  through  the  defendant's 
wrongful  act  in  causing  the  land  to  subside  —  the  ground  on 
which  they  stood.' 


3)    1 


Sec.  183.  In  this  case,  as  the  case  shows,  the  principal  damage 
arose,  not  from  the  removal  of  the  minerals  beneath  the  mill, 
but  beneath  the  adjoining  lot,  at  some  distance  from  the  plain- 
tiff's premises,  and  the  subsidence  of  the  soil  was  gradual,  and 
covered  a  considerable  period  after  the  acts  from  which  the  dam- 
age arose  had  been  done,  during  all  of  which  time  the  mills  were 
in  operation,  and  from  the  circumstance  that  the  arbitrator  only 
found  the  injury  to  the  plaintiff's  business  to  be  £90,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  no  great  hindrance  in  that  respect  was  shown.  The 
principal  injury  was  to  the  buildings  by  reason  of  the  subsidence 
of  the  soil,  which  the  arbitrator  says  "  continued  from  time  to 
time  in  consequence  of  the  previous  mining  operations."  It  is 
true  that  the  arbitrator  found  that  the  weight  of  the  buildings 
did  not  contribute  to  the  injury,  but  it  is  quite  difficult  to  under- 
stand how  such  a  finding  could  be  sustained  when  the  subsidence 
was  gradual,  and  the  weight  of  the  buildings  and  machinery  of 
such  extensive  works  must  have  been  enormous,  and  where  the 
motion  and  constant  jarring  of  the  machinery  of  extensive 
works  must  in  a  measure  have  contributed  to  the  damage.  But 
irrespective  of  this  question  this  case  is  a  full  authority  in  sup- 
port of  the  doctrine  that,  where  there  is  a  wrongful  withdrawal 
of  the  support  of  the  soil,  even  in  an  adjacent  lot  at  a  great  dis- 

'  Brown  v.  Robbins,  4  H.  &  N.  186. 
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tance  from  the  point  of  injury,  a  recovery  may  ce  had  for 
injuries  to  the  buildings  and  other  structures  upon  the  surface  of 
the  soil,  where  they  do  not  contribute  to  the  injury  ;  audit  would 
8eem  from  the  facts  in  the  case,  that  it  fairly  warranted  the  doc- 
trine that  there  may  be  a  recovery  for  injuries  to  all  structures 
upon  the  soil,  when  they  are  not  the  promoting,  or  principal 
cause  of  the  injury.  That,  whenever  injury  would  have  resulted 
if  no  buildings  existed,  a  recovery  may  be  had,  even  though 
they  in  a  measure  contributed  thereto  and  hastened  it.  If  not 
in  theory,  that  is  certainly  the  pr^actical  effect  of  all  the  cases, 
and  sustains  the  doctrine  hinted  at  by  Merrick,  J.,  in  Foley  v. 
Wyeth.  It  is  an  easy  matter  for  courts  to  say,  as  in  Hunt  v. 
PeaTce,  that  the  weight  of  a  building  would  make  no  perceptible 
increase  in  the  pressure  of  the  soil,  and  for  jurors  and  arbitrators 
to  find  in  cases  for  damages  in  consequence"  of  the  subsidence  of 
the  soil  covered  by  buildings  whose  weight  is  many  thousand 
pounds,  and  where  the  subsidence  is  gradual  and  covers  a  long 
period  after  the  support  is  withdrawn,  that  the  weight  of  the 
buildings  has  not  contributed  to  the  injury ;  but  common  sense 
teaches  every  person  that  such  findings  are  erroneous,  false  even, 
and  only  used  as  a  cover  for  verdicts  or  judgments  that  accord 
with  the  sympathies  of  the  triers,  and  their  notions  of  the  actual 
equities  of  each  case,  and  that  the  only  remedy  for  such  evils  is 
the  establishment  of  the  broad  doctrine,  which  is  sustained  both 
in  reason  and  equity,  that  a  recovery  may  be  had  in  all  such 
cases,  where  the  superincumbent  weight  is  not  the  principal 
cause  of,  even  though  it  has  in  a  measure  contributed  to,  the 
injury,  where  the  owner  has  not  removed  his  own  soil  so  as  to 
deprive  him  of  this  natural  right. 

Seo.  184.  In  Farrand  v.  Marshall,  19  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.) 
380,  which  is  a  well-considered  case  and  entitled  to  weight  as  an 
authority,  Harris,  J.,  in  the  course  of  his  analysis  of  the  case  of 
Thurston  v.  HancocJc,  12  Mass.  220,  thus  gives  expression  to  his 
views  upon  the  law  as  applicable  to  the  facts  of  that  case ;  and 
while  this  expression  is  in  no  measure  an  authority,  yet  as  the 
expression  of  an  able  and  eminent  jurist,  it  shows  the  strong 
tendency  of  courts  toward  a  more  consistent  an '  equitable  con- 
23 
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structiou  of  the  legal  relations  of  adjoining  land  owners,  than  is 
to  be  found  in  the  dicta  of  Rolle  :  "  A  man  who,  himself,  builds 
a  house  adjoining  his  neighbor's  land  (says  Pakker,  C.  J.,  in 
Tliurston  v,  Hancock)^  ought  to  foresee  the  probable  use  by  his 
neighbor  of  the  adjoining  land,  and  by  a  convention,  or  by  a 
different  arrangement  of  his  house,  secure  himself  against  future 
interruption  and  inconvenience."  Referring  to  the  doctrine  of 
RoLLE,  he  says :  "  We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  that  the 
doctrine  has  ever  been  overruled,  nor  to  discover  any  good 
reason  why  it  should  be."  The  case  itself  was  probably  decided 
erroneously.  Under  the  circumstances,  as  they  appeared  in 
evidence,  I  do  not  think  the  plaintiff  was  chargeable  with  any 
fault  or  negligence.  He  had  taken  the  precaution  to  sink  the 
foundation  of  his  house  fifteen  feet  below  the  natural  surface. 
The  defendant  had  dug  and  removed  the  soil  upon  his  adjoining 
lot  to  the  depth  of  forty-five  feet.  The  result  was  that  the 
plaintiff  was  obliged  to  take  down  his  house  to  save  the  materi- 
als. No  fault  or  negligence  was  imputable  to  the  plaintiff ;  every 
reasonable  precaution  had  been  observed.  On  the  contrary,  the 
defendant  was  not  using  his  land  for  any  ordinary  purpose.  The 
plaintiff  had  sufiiciently  guarded  himself  against  any  ordinary 
use  of  the  adjacent  land,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  action 
ought  to  have  been  sustained.''^  By  the  Roman  law,  no  propri- 
etor was  permitted  to  excavate  on  his  own  land  so  as  to  endanger 
his  neighbor's  building,  and  every  person  erecting  a  new  build- 
ing was  bound  to  place  the  new  structure  a  certain  distance  from 
his  neighbor's  boundary.  This  rule,  however,  in  its  full  extent, 
would  hardly  be  adapted  to  the  present  condition  of  things,  par- 
ticularly in  large  cities  and  towns,  where  every  inch  of  space  is 
made  available,  and  is  indeed  necessary  to  supply  the  demands 
of  business.  In  Hunt  v.  PeaTce,  sujpra,  the  court,  in  commenting 
upon  the  idea  that  no  recovery  could  be  had  for  an  injury  to 
support,  where  the  land  was  incumbered  with  buildings,  thus 
ridicules  the  doctrine  and  exposes  its  folly.  Wood,  C.  J  ,  says  : 
"  In  fact,  the  weight  of  such  houses  would  bear  about  the  same 
proportion  to  that  of  two  hundred  feet  of  soil  which  a  chimney- 
pot bears  to  a  house ;  and  it  would  really  be  absurd  to  suppose 
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that  the  extra  load  of  the  house  was  the  thing  which  caused  the 
ground  to  yield  for  want  of  support." 

Sec.  1S5.  In  a  case  in  Kentucky,*  it  was  held  that  a  division 
fence  between  two  adjoining  land  owners  was  not  to  be  treated 
as  an  increased  burden  to  the  land,  and  that  it  was  entitled  to 
support  as  much  as  the  land.  This  decision  was  placed  upon 
the  ground  that  a  fence  between  adjoining  lots  is  a  necessary 
incident  to  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  each  owner  of  his  own 
lot,  and  that  it  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  sensible  increase  of 
the  burden  to  be  supported.  But  suppose  the  fence  to  be  a 
heavy  stone  wall,  who  can  doubt  that  it  would  add  essentially 
to  the  pressure  upon  the  soil  i  The  same  principle  that  per- 
mits a  division  fence  upon  land  would  extend  to  buildings  and 
all  other  structures  that  are  essential  to  the  actual  enjoyment  of 
the  land. 

iSec.  186.  In  Wyatt  v.  Harrison,  3  B.  »i:  Ad.  S71,  it  appeared 
that  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  were  the  owners  of  adjoining 
lots,  upon  both  of  which  houses  had  been  erected.  The  defend- 
ant rebuilt  his  house,  and  in  so  doing  sunk  the  foundation 
thereof;  and  as  a  result  the  plaintiffs  foundation  wall  was  cracked 
and  injured.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  plaintiff's  soil  was 
interfered  with,  nor  does  the  declaration  in  the  case  allege 
that  as  a  cause  of  action  or  ground  for  damages.  But  it  was 
for  the  injury  to  the  wall  and  building  by  withdrawing  the 
support  of  the  defendant's  soil.  Lord  Testekdi^-,  C.  J.,  said  : 
"  It  may  be  true  that  if  my  land  adjoins  that  of  another,  and 
I  have  not,  by  btiilding,  increased  the  weight  upon  my  soil,  and 
my  neighbor  digs  in  his  land  so  as  to  occasion  mine  to  fall 
in,  he  may  be  liable  to  an  action.  But  if  I  have  laid  an  addi- 
tional weight  upon  my  land,  it  does  not  follow  that  he  is  to  be 
deprived  of  the  right  of  digging  his  own  ground,  because  mine 
will  then  become  incapable  of  supporting  the  artificial  weight 
which  I  have  laid  upon  it."  In  this  case  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  question  of  liability  where  a  superincumbent  weight  has 
been  added  to  the  surface,  is  regarded  as  depending  upon  the 

=  O'Xiel  r.   Hawkins,  4  Bush.  (Kr.)  653. 
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feet  whether  the  building  increased  the  weight  upon  the  soil, 
and  consequently  contributed  to  the  injury. 

Sec.  18T.  As  has  been  before  observed,  this  right  of  lateral 
support  only  extends  to  the  soil  itself,  hence  if  one  owner  sees  fit 
to  excavate  up  to  the  limits  of  his  line,  and  replace  the  soil  with 
a  wall  or  other  artificial  structure,  the  right  ceases  to  exist  as  to 
the  wall  or  structure  placed  thereon,  and  the  adjoining  owner 
may,  in  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  excavate  to  any  depth  upon 
his  own  land,  even  though  by  so  doing  he  withdraws  the  support 
from  such  wall  or  structure,  and  causes  it  to  fall  into  his  pit/ 
For,  in  the  language  of  Lord  Tenterdkn^  in  Wyatt  v,  Harrison, 
"  I  cannot,  by  laying  an  additional  weight  upon  m}^  land,  deprive 
m}'  neighbor  of  digging  in  his  soil."  The  reason  for  this  rule  is 
that  if  one  land  owner  sees  fit  to  erect  a  house  at  the  confines  of 
his  own  land,  it  is  his  own  folly,  and  he  cannot,  by  being  prior 
in  point  of  time,  prevent  his  neighbor  from  building  there  also, 
and  the  only  restriction  imposed  upon  the  adjacent  owner  is, 
that  he  must  not  negligently  and  carelessly  excavate  upon  his  own 
land ;  but,  if  he  proceeds  with  ordinary  care,  he  will  be  excused 
from  liability,  no  matter  how  great  the  damage  of  his  neighbor's 
buildings." 

Sec.  188.  In  Panton  v.  Holland,  omte,  the  question  of  negli- 
gence was  considered.  In  that  case,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff 
was  the  owner  of  a  house  and  lot  on  Warren  street,  in  the  city  of 
I^^ew  York,  and  the  defendant,  in  erecting  a  house  on  a  lot  con- 
tiguous to  the  plaintifi''s,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation,  dug  some 
distance  below  the  foundation  of  the  plaintiff's  house,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  one  of  the  corners  of  the  plaintiff's  house  settled, 
the  walls  cracked,  and  the  house  in  other  respects  was  injured. 

>  Thurston  «.  Hancock,  12  Mass.  220;  (N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.)  444,  the  court  say,  that 

La  Sala  ?).  Holbrook,  4  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  the  motive  with  which  one  does  a  law- 

Y.)  169  ;  Farrand  xi.  Marshall,  19  Barb,  ful  act  is  of  no  consequence  in  deter- 

(N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.)  409  ;  Shrieve  v.  Stokes,  mining  the  question  of  liability.  Smith 

8  B.  Monr.  (Ky.)  453 ;  McGuire  v.  Mc-  «.  Kenrick,  7   C.  6.  515 ;   Gayfotd  v. 

Guire,  1  Dutch.  (N.  J.)  356.  Nichols,  9  Exch.  702 ;  Walters  ®.  Pfiel, 

'■*  Thurston  «.  Hancock,  supra ;  Pan-  Moody  &  M.  362 ;   Dodd  m.  Holme,  1 

ton  V.  Holland,  17  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  92 ;  Ad.  &  El.  493 ;   Massey  «.  Gadyer,  4  C. 

Trower  ■».  Chad  wick.  6  Bing.  (N.  C.)  1;  &  P.  161 ;  Charles  v.  Rankin,  22  Mo 

Rockwood  "D.  Wilson,  11  Cush.  (Mass.)  556. 
221.     In  Pickard  t.  Collins,  23  Barb. 
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The  plaintiff  introduced  evidence  to  show  a  want  of  proper  skill 
and  care  in  the  persons  employed  by  the  defendant  to  lay  his 
foundation.  Woodwoeth,  J.,  said :  "  I  am  of  opinion  that  no 
man  is  answerable  in  damages  for  the  reasonable  exercise  of  a 
right,  when  it  is  accompanied  by  a  cautious  regard  for  the  rights 
of  others,  when  there  is  no  just  ground  for  the  charge  of  negli- 
gence and  unskillfulness,  and  when  the  act  is  not  done  mali- 
ciously." A  verdict  having  been  rendered  for  the  plaintiff  upon 
a  cliarge  of  the  court  that  withdrew  the  question  of  negligence 
from  the  jury,  a  new  trial  was  granted,  the  judge  saying :  "  The 
result  of  my  opinion  is,  that  the  plaintiff  has  not  shown  a  right 
to  recover  in  this  case,  unless  it  be  on  the  ground  of  negligence, 
in  not  taking  all  reasonable  care  to  prevent   the  injury." 

Sec.  189.  In  Thurston  v.  Hancock,  12  Mass.  220,  the  plaintiff 
was  the  owner  of  a  lot  on  Beacon  street,  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
adjoining  lands  of  the  defendant,  and  erected  a  costly  dwelling- 
house  upon  the  confines  of  his  lot,  laying  the  foundation  very 
deep.  The  defendant,  a  short  time  after  the  plaintiff's  house 
was  completed,  commenced  excavating  upon  his  lot,  and  exca^ 
vated  to  the  depth  of  several  feet  below  the  lower  line  of  the 
foundation  of  the  defendant's  house,  and  sold  the  earth  so  taken 
out.  As  a  consequence,  the  plaintiff's  house  being  deprived  of 
the  support  of  the  defendant's  land,  began  to  settle,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  take  it  down.  The  court  held,  that,  in  the  absence 
of  negligence  or  malice,  no  recovery  could  be  had  for  the  injury 
to  the  building. 

Sec.  190.  In  La  Sala  v.  Holbrooh,  4  Paige's  Ch.  (X.  T.)  169, 
the  plaintiffs  were  the  owners  of  certain  lots  on  Ann  street,  in 
the  city  of  ISTew  York,  upon  which  was  a  church  called  Christ's 
Church,  which  had  been  erected  some  thirty-eight  years.  The 
defendant  was  the  owner  of  an  adjoining  lot  on  the  west  side  of 
the  church,  and  extending  to  within  some  six  feet  of  the  church. 
The  defendant  began  the  erection  of  a  building  upon  his  lot,  cov- 
ering the  entire  space,  and  was  excavating  for  the  foundation  of 
the  building,  intending  to  sink  it  some  sixteen  feet  lower  than 
the  foundation  of  the  church.     The  plaintiffs  brought  their  biU 
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for  an  injunction.  A  temporary  injunction  was  granted  upon  the 
filing  of  the  bill,  but  the  defendant  having  answered  and  set  up 
in  his  answer  that  he  was  proceeding  with  the  work  in  a  careful 
and  skillful  manner,  and  that  his  purpose  in  making  the  excava- 
tion to  the  depth  named  in  the  bill  was  to  erect  thereon  a  sub- 
stantial building,  upon  hearing  on  appeal  the  injunction  was 
dissolved,  the  court  holding  that  the  defendant  was  in  the  exer- 
cise of  a  legal  right,  and  that  the  damage,  if  any,  to  the  plaintiff 
would  be  ^'damnum  absque  injuria.'*'' 

Sec.  191.  The  degree  of  care  required  on  the  part  of  a  person 
excavating  upon  his  own  premises,  near  the  foundation  of  anoth- 
er's building,  cannot  be  accurately  defined,  but  must  necessarily 
depend  upon  the  circumstances  of  each  case.  The  character  of 
the  soil,  the  condition  of  the  wall  and  building,  the  depth  of  the 
excavation,  and  all  those  conditions  that  a  man  of  ordinary  pru- 
dence would  observe.'  The  better  criterion  by  which  to  deter- 
mine the  question  of  liability  would  seem  to  be,  that  if  the  mere 
exercise  of  a  lawful  right  to  remove  the  soil  upon  his  own  prem- 
ises occasioned  the  fall  of  the  structnie,  no  liability  exists;  but 
if  the  fall  is  occasioned  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is  removed, 
then  liability  attaches  for  all  the  consequences  of  the  act." 

Sec.  192.  As  to  the  degree  of  care  required  of  a  person  exca- 
vating upon  his  own  land,  where  there  is  an  erection  upon  the 
adjoining  land,  it  seems  that  no  more  than  ordinary  care  is 
required.  There  must  be  an  absence  of  negligence  or  unskillful- 
ness  and  of  improper  motive.^  There  can  be  no  negligence 
imputed,  except  as  to  structures,  that  are  visible  or  known  to  the 
party  causing  the  excavation  to  be  made,  apd  the  degree  of  care 
to  be  used,  is  in  view  of  the  circumstances  known  to  him.*     The 

1  Panton  v.  Holland,  17  Johns.  93  ;  Smith  «.  Kendrick,  7  C.  B.  515  ;  Thurs- 

McGuire  n.  Grant,  1  Dutch.  (K  J.)  356;  ton  v.  Hancock,  12  Mass.  220;  La  Sala 

Rock  wood  XI.  Wilson,  11  Gush.  (Mass.)  v.  Holbrook,  4  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  T.)  169; 

221 ;  Charles  u.  Rankin,  21  Mo.  566  ;  Gale  on  Easements  (3d  Lond.  ed.),  349 ; 

Foley  t).  Wyeth,  2  Allen  (Mass.),  131  ;  Walters  v.  Pfiel,  Moody  &  M.  364. 

Shrieve  «.  Stokes,  8  B.  Monr.  (Ky.)  453;  ^  McGuire  v.  Grant,  1  Dutch.  (N.  J.) 

Massey  v.  Gadyer,  4  C.  &  P.  161 ;  Smith  361 . 

V.  Kendrick,  7  C.  B.  575.  ■»  CTiadwick  v.  Trower,  3  Bing.  (N.  C.) 

«  Dodd  t).  Holme,  1  Ad.  &  El.  493 ;  334. 
Trower  y.  Chadwick,  3  Bing.  (N.  C.)  334; 
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test  is  not  whether  a  party  has  n=ed  such  care  as  a  prudent  man 
•would  nse  if  all  the  loss  and  damage  was  his  own,  neither  is  that 
degree  of  care  required  which  a  prudent  man,  skilled  in  such 
bosinees.  would  use,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  can  he  excuse  himself 
fipom  liability  upon  the  ground  that  he  has  followed  the  directions 
of  a  skUlftil  and  careful  person :  but  the  decisive  question  is,  was 
there  n^ligence  in  view  of  the  circtmcistances  of  the  case  ? '  Was 
the  work  managed  and  executed  with  such  care  and  caution  as 
men  of  common  prudence  usually  exercise  in  the  management  of 
their  own  busines*  i  * 

Sec.  193.  The  question  sometimes  arises  as  to  what  acts  of  the 
plaintiff  contributing  to  the  injury,  relieves  the  defendant  from 
liability.  In  Partridge  v.  Scott,  3  M.  d:  W.  220,  it  was  held 
that,  where  the  plaintiff  had  excavated  under  his  own  land, 
making  it  require  more  support  than  it  otherwise  would,  he  can- 
not recover  of  an  adjoining  owner  who  removes  the  minerals 
from  his  lands,  if  the  injury  would  not  have  happened  except 
for  the  excavation  made  by  the  plaintiff  in  his  lands.  In  Far- 
rand  V.  Mar8?iall,  21  Barb.  Cs.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  409,  the  nde  was 
laid  down  that  there  can  be  a  recovery  for  all  such  injuries, 
"  provided  the  plaintiff  has  done  nothing  with  his  own  land  con- 
tributing to  produce  the  injury,  and  in  hostility  to  the  legitimate 
and  proper  exercise  of  the  others  paramount  right  to  improve 
his  own  premises."  The  rule  may  be  stated  broadly,  that  if  the 
damages  woidd  have  resulted  if  there  had  been  no  contributory 
act  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  there  can  be  a  recovery ;  *  and  the 
fact  that  the  act  of  a  third  person  has  contributed  to  the  injury, 
is  no  defense.*  Xeither  does  the  fact  that  a  house  is  of  faidty 
constmetion  or  out  of  repair  shield  the  defendant  from  liability, 

*  Ch&rles  «.  Ranlrin,  22  Mo.  556.  isea  increased  the  pressure  and  pro- 
'  Boekwood   «.    Wilson,    11    Cash,    moted  the  injurr,  that  furnished  no 

CMass.)  ^L  defense  in  an  action  for  damages  re- 

*  Smith  p.  Hardestj,  -31  Miss.  411 ;  suiting  from  the  defendant's  excarai- 
Walters  r  Pfiel,  Moody  k  M.  362 ;  ing  Am  lands.  The  court  said  :  "  The 
Richan  5.  Scott.  7  Watts 'Tenn.1,  460;  defendant  cannot  exonerate  himseli 
Dodd  p.  Bfolme,  1  Ad-  i  EL  493 ;  Hamer  by  showing  that  the  particular  injury 
r.  Knowles,  4  H.  i  N.  459.  cxnnplainedof  wotild  not  have  occuTred 

*  Foley  t,  Wyeth,  2  Allen  Glass-X  if  odier  persons  had  never  made  alter- 
121,  in  whidi  it  was  held,  that  where  ations  or  improvements  upon  their 
buildings  erected  upon  adjoining  prem-  respective  doees." 


( 
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if  the  injury  results  from  the  defendant's  negligence.*  Where 
the  defendant  causes  the  injury  in  the  prosecution  of  an 
improvement  upon  his  own  land,  for  his  own  benefit,  according 
to  his  best  skill  and  judgment,  not  foreseeing  that  it  will  pro- 
duce injury  to  his  neighbor,  yet,  if  damages  actually  result  to 
his  neighbor  therefrom,  the  fact  that  they  were  unwittingly 
inflicted  will  afford  no  protection  from  the  consequences.' 

SUBJACENT   SUPPORT. 

Sec.  194.  There  are  frequently  two  freeholds  in  the  same 
•  estate,  one  in  the  surface,  and  another  in  the  minerals  beneath  ; 
and  the  rights  of  parties  thus  situated,  in  reference  to  their 
several  estates,  often  becomes  an  important  subject  of  inquiry, 
particularly  in  mining  districts.  These  estates  are  created  by  the 
owner  of  the  entire  freehold  selling  the  estate,  reserving  the 
minerals  beneath,  or  selling  the  minerals,  reserving  the  surface. 
Of  course  the  natural  rights  of  the  parties  to  such  estate  may  be 
varied  or  changed  by  the  conditions  of  the  conveyances,  and 
such  rights  reserved  to  one  or  given  to  another,  in  reference  to 
the  uses  of  the  several  estates,  as  the  grantors  thereof  elect.' 
The  right  to  the  minerals  reserved  is  a  right  to  land,  but  a  right 
to  work  mines  in  another  man's  lands  is  an  easement.*  But 
when  there  is  a  simple  conveyance  of  the  surface,  reserving  the 
mines,  with  the  right  to  enter  upon  the  surface  to  work  the 
same,  and  no  express  power  given  or  reserved  to  produce  a  sub- 
sidence of  the  surface,  if  necessary  in  the  working  of  the  mines, 

1  Richart  v.  Scott,  7  Watts  (Penn.),  liable  for  damages  that  resulted  when 

460;  Dodd  «.  Holmes,  3  Ad.  &  El.  493  ;  he   had  no  just   cause  to  apprehend 

Walters  «.  Pfiel,  M.  &  M.  362 ;  Smith  them,  and  they  resulted  from  an  un- 

V.  Hardesty,  31  Miss.  411.  foreseen   cause.     Washbuen,   in  hia 

'Sutton  0.  Clark, 6 Taunt. 29;  Tramer  valuable  work  on  Easements,  p.  439, 

V.  Chadwick,  6Bing.  (N.  C.)  1,  is  some-  lays  down  the   same   doctrine,  citing 

times  cited  as  establishing  a  diflferent  the  two  last-named  cases  as  authority 

doctrine,  but  an  examination  of  that  therefor ;   but   I   apprehend   that  the 

case   will    show  that    the   judgment  cases  do  not  really  sustain  the  doctrine, 

turned   upon   the   question   of    negli-  and  that  the   rule   as   laid   down  by 

gence,  the  court  holding  that,  where  Gibbs,  C.  J.,  in  Sutton  v.  Clark,  really 

there  was   no    reason    to    apprehend  embodies  the  true  rule  of  liability, 

damage,  a  less  degree  of  care  would  *  Hartwell  v.  Camman,  2  Stockt.  (N. 

be  required  than  where  the  injurious  J.)  128  ;  Stewart  v.  Chadwick,  8  Clarke 

results  were   obvious.     In  Shrieve  v.  (Iowa),  463 ;  Caldwell  v.  Copeland,  87 

Stokes,  8    B.   Monr.   433,   there   is   a  Penn.  St.  427 ;  Merritt  v.  Judd,  14  Cal. 

dictum  to  the  effect  that  one  excavat-  49. 

ing  in  his  own   lands   would   not  be  *  Wilkinson  ®.  Proud,  11  M.&W.  33. 
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the  person  owning  the  minerals  is  bound  at  his  peril  not  to 
cause  a  subsidence  of  the  surface,  even  though  he  cannot  work 
his  mines  at  all  without  doing  so ;  and  no  degree  of  care  or  skill 
exercised  in  the  mining  operations  will  shield  him  from  liability 
to  the  owner  of  the  surface  for  all  damages  sustained  bj  reason 
of  any  subsidence  thereof.'  A  custom,  as  between  the  owner  of 
the  surface  and  the  owner  of  the  mines,  entitling  the  owner  of 
the  mines  to  cause  a  subsidence  of  the  surtace,  if  necessary  to  the 
working  of  the  mines,  will  not  be  operative  to  shield  the  mine 
owner  from  liability  —  and  such  a  custom  has  been  held  bad  and 
wholly  void,"  There  are  some  English  cases  *  in  which  such  a 
custom  was  measurably  sustained,  but  they  seem  to  have  been 
overruled  by  the  later  cases ;  and  it  seems  to  be  well  settled  that, 
in  the  absence  of  express  contract,  the  owner  of  the  minerals 
cannot  remove  them  without  leaving  sufficient  support  to  main- 
tain the  surface  in  its  natural  condition,  and  that  if  the  mine 
owner  so  weakens  the  support  of  the  surface,  by  the  removal  of 
the  minerals,  as  to  cause  its  subsidence,  he  is  liable  for  all  the 
damages  that  ensue  therefrom.  He  may  take  out  so  much  of 
the  minerals  as  he  can  without  causing  a  subsidence  of  the  sur- 
face, but  is  bound  at  his  peril  not  to  go  beyond  that  point." 

Sec.  195.  In  Harris  v.  Ryding,  5  Mees.  &  Wels.  (Exch.)  60, 
a  question  came  before  the  court  as  to  the  rights  of  a  mine  owner 
and  the  owner  of  the  surface  under  a  conveyance  from  the  defend- 
ant, in  which  he  reserved  "  all  and  all  manner  of  coals,  seams  and 
veins  of  coal,  iron  ore,  and  all  other  mines,  minerals  and  metals 
which  then  were,  or  at  any  time,  and  from  time  to  time  there- 

»  Wakefield  v.  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  4  :M  &  W.  60 ;  Smart  ®.  Morton,  5  E.  &  B. 

L.   R.   (Eq.   Ca.)    613 ;    Humphries   v.  30 ;  Peyton  t.  Mavor  of  London.  9  B. 

Brogden,  15  Jur.  124  ;  1  E.  L.  &  Eq.  &  C.  725  :  7  L.  R.  (K.  B.)  322  ;  Partridge 

241 ;  20  L.  J.  (N.  S.)  Q.  B.  10.  'o.  Scott,  3  M.  &  W.  (Exch.)  220  ;   7  L. 

-  Hilton  V.  Lord  Granville,  5  Q.  B.  J.  (N.  S.)  101 ;  Rowbotham  v.  Wilson, 

701 ;    Blackett   v.   Bradley,   1   Best   &  8  H.  L.  Cas.  348  ;  Hamer  v.  Knowles, 

Smith,  940 ;    Wakefield    v.   Duke    of  6  H.  &  X.  458 ;  Bonomi  v.  Backhouse, 

Buccleugh,  4  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.)  651 ;  Con-  E.  B.  &  E,  622  ;  Jefiries  t.  Williams,  1 

stable  V.  Nicholson,  14  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  230.  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  436  ;    5   Exch.  792  ; 

3  Bateson  B.  Green,  5  T.  R- 411 ;  Art-  Proud   y.  Bates,   34   L.   J.   (Ch.)   406; 

lett  V.  Ellis,  7  B.  &  C.  346  ;  Folkard  v.  Du^dale  v.  Robertson,  3  K.  &  J.  695 ; 

Hammett,  5  T.  R.  517.  Berkly  v.  Shafte,  15  C.  B.  (X.  S.)   79 ; 

*  Humphries  v.  Brogden,  15  Jur.  1S4;  Richards  v.  Harper,  L.  R.  (Ex.)  199 ; 

20  L.  J.  (X.  S.)  10 ;  1  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  Elliott  v.  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  H.  L.  Cas. 

241 :  12  Q.  B.  739 ;  Harris  v.  Ryding,  5  333. 

24 
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after,  should  be  discovered  in  or  upon  said  premises,  with  free 
liberty  of  ingress,  egress  or  regress,  to  come  into  or  upon  the 
premises  to  dig,  delve,  search  for  and  get  to  the  said  mines  and 
every  part  thereof,  and  to  sell  and  dispose  of,  take  and  convey 
away  the  same  at  their  free  will  and  pleasure ;  and  also  to  sink 
shafts  for  the  raising  up  works,  carrying  away  and  disposing  of  the 
same  or  any  part  thereof,  making  a  fair  compensation  to  the  owners 
of  the  surface  for  the  damage  done  thereto,  and  the  pasture  and 
crops  growing  thereon."  Under  this  reservation  the  defendant 
began  the  work  of  taking  out  the  minerals,  and,  failing  to  leave  suit- 
able supports,  the  surface  subsided  and  injured  the  plaintifl's  estate. 
The  plaintiff  brought  his  action  on  the  case  for  the  nuisance,  and 
the  defendant  plead  in  bar  to  a  recovery  the  powers  reserved  to 
himself  in  his  grant  to  the  plaintiff.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff,  and,  upon  hearing  in  Exchequer,  Paeke,  B.,  in 
delivering  an  opinion  as  to  the  rights  of  the  parties  under  this 
reservation,  said  :  "  The  rule  of  law  is,  that  a  reservation  is  to  be 
construed  strictly ;  still,  however,  it  would  reserve  to  the  grantor 
all  that  was  not  conveyed  by  the  grant,  provided  the  meaning 
and  intention  of  the  parties  be  clear ;  what  then  is  the  meaning 
and  intention  of  the  parties  here  ?  It  is  clearly  the  meaning  and 
intention  of  the  grantor,  that  the  surface  shall  be  fully  and  bene- 
ficially held  by  the  grantee,  he  reserving  to  himself  all  the  mines 
and  veins  of  coal  and  iron  ore  below.  By  reasonable  intendment, 
therefore,  the  grantor  can  be  entitled  under  the  reservation  only 
to  so  much  of  the  mines  below  as  is  consistent  with  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  surface,  according  to  the  true  intent  of  the  parties  to 
the  deed,  that  is,  he  only  reserves  to  himself  so  much  of  the 
mines  and  minerals  as  could  be  got,  leaving  a  reasonable  support 
to  the  surface."  The  verdict  was  sustained  by  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  court.  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  if  the  owner  of 
the  fee  would  reserve  the  minerals  and  the  right  to  take  them 
out,  even  to  the  extent  of  causing  a  subsidence  of  the  surface,  he 
must  reserve  that  power  in  his  grant  in  express  and  positive  terms. 

Seo.  196.  In  Wakefield  v.  The  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  4  L.  E. 
(Eq.  Cas.)  624,  there  was  a  sale  of  the  surface  to  the  plaintiff,  the 
defendant  reserving  all  mines,  with  the  right  to  use  the  surface 
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for  the  purpose  of  working  the  mines.  The  defendant,  in  the 
process  of  working  the  mines,  weakened  the  support  of  the  sur- 
face from  the  mineral  strata,  and  the  plaintiff  brought  a  bill  to 
restrain  the  defendant  from  working  the  mines  at  all,  alleging 
that  the  same  could  not  be  worked  without  injury  to  the  surface. 
It  having  appeared,  upon  hearing  of  the  cause,  that  the  mines  could 
not  be  worked  at  all  without  injury  to  the  surface,  the  defendant 
insisted  that  he,  being  the  owner  of  the  minerals,  had  a  right  to 
take  them  out,  observing  the  custom  of  the  country,  and  leaving 
such  supports  for  the  surface  as  it  was  the  custom  to  leave.  And 
that  the  fact  that  the  quarries  were  on  the  surface,  in  view  of  the 
right  reserved  by  him  to  take  out  the  minerals,  showed  that,  if 
thought  necessary,  he  might  disturb  the  surface.  But  Yice- 
Chancellor  Malins,  after  an  able  and  exhaustive  review  of  all 
the  cases  bearing  upon  the  point,  granted  an  injunction  restrain- 
ing the  defendant  from  working  the  mines  so  as  to  cause  a  sub- 
sidence of  the  surface,  in  the  absence  of  an  express  reservation 
of  power  to  do  so.  And,  in  commenting  upon  the  point  that 
the  defendant  could  not  work  his  mines  at  all  without  injury  to 
the  surface,  he  said :  "  I  am  fully  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  result 
of  ray  judgment  is  to  put  the  owner  of  the  mines  at  the  mercy 
of  the  owner  of  the  surface,  but  in  most  instances  their  common 
interest  would  lead  to  an  arrangement,  and  I  assume  the  contrary 
to  be  the  case  here  only  on  account  of  the  surface  being  of  some 
extraordinary  value  to  the  plaintiff."  Thus  establishing  fully 
the  doctrine  that  the  owner  of  the  minerals  cannot  take  them 
under  a  reservation,  or  by  virtue  of  any  custom,  unless  he  has 
expressly  reserved  to  himself  the  right  to  produce  a  subsidence 
of  the  surface,  if  necessary.  The  judgment  in  this  case  was 
afterward  reversed  in  the  house  of  lords,'  but  the  same  doctrine 
was  held  there  as  in  the  court  below,  as  to  the  necessity  of  an 
express  reservation;  but  the  court  held  that  the  language  of  the 
reservation  in  this  case  conferred  the  power  upon  the  defendant 
absolutely  to  destroy  the  surface. 

Sec.  197.  In  Hext  v.  Gill,^  there   was  a   conveyance   to   the 

plaintiff   of   the   premises,   with   a   reservation   to   the   defend- 

'  Wakefield  v.  Duke  of  Buocleugh,        «  Hext  v.  Gill,  7  L.  R.  (Eq.  Cas."»  699. 
L.  R.,  4  H.  L.  377. 
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ants  of  all  the  mines  and  minerals  therein,  and  a  right 
of  entry  to  work  the  mines.  There  was  a  large  quantity  of 
china  clay  upon  the  premises,  which  the  defendant  claimed  the 
right  to  take  out  of  the  land  under  his  reservation  of  minerals, 
but  which  could  not  be  taken  out  without  injury  to  the  surface. 
The  court  held  that  the  clay  was  embraced  in  the  reservation, 
but  that  the  defendant  having  neglected  to  reserve  the  right  of 
interfering  with  the  surface  by  the  operations  of  mining,  the 
power  could  not  be  implied  from  the  mere  fact  that  a  reservation 
had  been  made.  That  the  reservation  of  minerals,  with  the  right 
to  work  the  mines,  could  only  be  construed  as  giving  a  right  to 
take  out  the  minerals,  if  that  could  be  done  without  causing  a 
subsidence  of  the  surface,  and  restrained  the  defendant  from 
taking  out  the  clay  in  any  manner  that  would  injure  the  surface. 

Sec.  198.  In  Smurt  v.  Morton^  there  was  a  reservation  of  the 
minerals  in  the  land,  with  power  "  to  seek,  work  and  win  the  same 
in  any  part  of  the  said  premises,  and  to  drive  drift  or  drifts,  make 
water-gate  or  water-gates,  or  use  any  other  way  or  ways  for  the 
better  and  more  commodious  working  and  winning  the  same,  in 
the  said  hereby  granted  or  intended  granted  premises,  or  any 
part  of  the  same."  A  verdict  having  been  rendered  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiffs,  upon  hearing  in  exchequer,  Lord  Campbell,  C.  J., 
said  :  "  The  simple  reservation  of  the  minerals  does  not  deprive 
the  grantee  of  the  surface  of  the  right  of  support  from  the 
minerals,  and  the  defendant  must  rely  upon  the  supposed  power 
reserved  for  the  working  of  the  minerals."  The  judgment  of  the 
lower  court  was  affirmed.  So  in  Bell  v.  Wilson^  the  minerals 
were  reserved,  and  it  was  held  that  certain  stones  in  the  soil  were 
embraced  under  the  reservation;  but,  although  power  to  work 
and  take  out  the  minerals  was  reserved  in  the  grant  of  the  sur- 
face, yet  the  lord  justices  held  that,  as  the  stone  could  not  be 
taken  out  except  by  quarrying,  and  a  consequent  destruction  of 
the  surface,  the  defendant,  under  a  reservation  of  power  to  take 
out  the  minerals,  without  an  express  reservation  of  a  right  to  let 
down  or  destroy  the  surface,  would  not  be  justitied  in  injuring 
the  sm'face. 

'  Smart  t).  Morton,  6  E.  &  B.  643 ;  30        «  BeU  'o.  Wilson,  4  L.  R.  (Eq,  Ca.) 
Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  385.  303. 
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Sec.  199.  In  Hilton  v.  Lord  Granville,^  it  was  held  that  where 
lands  had  been  improved  and  were  covered  with  buildings,  even 
a  grant  to  let  down  the  surface  would  be  regarded  as  repugnant, 
and  rejected  as  absurd.  And  that  decision  was  afterward  sup- 
ported in  the  house  of  lords,  in  the  case  of  Marquis  of  Salisbury 
V.  Gladstone.^  In  Richards  v.  Harper,'  there  was  a  grant  with 
covenants  against  liability  for  the  subsidence  of  the  surface  in 
the  working  of  the  mines ;  but  the  court  held  that  this  covenant 
did  not  run  with  the  land.  In  several  other  cases,*  it  was  held 
that  stipulations  as  to  the  manner  of  working  the  mines,  and  for 
compensation  for  all  injuries  to  the  surface  resulting  therefrom, 
did  not  deprive  the  surface  owner  of  his  right  to  support  from 
the  mineral  strata,  or  justify  the  owner  of  the  mines  in  depriving 
him  of  it.  To  summarize  these  doctrines,  as  held  by  the  courts, 
it  may  be  said  that  the  surface  has  a  right  to  support ;  that  this 
is  a  part  of  the  freehold,  and  not  an  easement ; '  that  the  mine 
owner  can  only  work  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  this  right,  and 
is  liable  if  he  violates  it ;  *  and  that  the  right  of  support  is  inde- 
pendent of  the  nature  of  the  strata,  and  in  no  sense  dependent 
upon  the  fact  that  it  cannot  be  worked  without  injury  to  the 
surface.  This  is  the  mine  owner's  misfortune,  and  does  not  in 
any  sense  impair  the  surface  owner's  right.'  The  highest  care 
and  skill  in  the  working  of  the  mine  is  no  defense  whatever,  if 
injury  results  to  the  surface ;  and  negligence  need  not  be  proved, 
even  though  it  is  alleged  in  the  declaration.*  The  degree  of  sup- 
port must  be  in  accordance  with  the  present  or  intended  use  of 
the  property,'  and  a  custom  of  the  country  will  not  uphold  an 
injury  thereto.'"  But  the  right  may  be  waived  by  grant,  or  by 
express  reservation  of  the  right  to  interfere  with  it ;  but  the  lan- 

'  Hilton  ■».  Lord  Granville,  5  Q.  B.        ''  Wakefield  n.  Duke  of  Buccleugh, 

721.  4  H.  L.  C.  377. 

^  Marquis  of  Salisbury  v.  Gladstone,        *  Hamer  v.  Knowles,  6  H.  &  X.  459 ; 

H.  L.  C.  692.  Smart  «.  Morton,  30  Eng.  Law  &  Eq. 

^  Richards  v  Harper,  1  L.  R.  (Exchq.)  385  ;  Hunt  v.  Peake,  Johns.  Ch.  (Eng.) 

199.  705  ;  Brown  v.  Robbing,  4  H.  &  N.  186. 

■*  Humphries  v.  Brogden,  1  Eng.  Law        ^  Proud  t\  Bates,  34  L.  J.  (Ch.)  406; 

&  Eq.  380;  Harris  v.  Rvding,  5  M.  &  Berklv  v.  Shafte,  15  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  79; 

W.  60 ;  Roberts  «.  Haines,  7  E.  &  B.  Dugdale  v.  Robertson,  3  K.  &  J.  695. 
625  ;  also  6  id.  643.  '"  Constable   «.  Xicholson,  14  C.  B. 

6  Backhouse  v.  Bonomi,  9  H.  L.  C.  (N.    S.)   230 ;    Wakefield   «.    Duke  of 

503.  Buccleugh,  4  L.  R.  (Eq.  Cas.)  313 ;  4  H. 

«  Caledonian   R.   R.  Co.  v.  Sprot,  2  &  C.  377. 
Macq.  (Scotch)  449. 
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giiage  must  be  such  as  clearly  to  import  the  power  granted  or 
reserved.'  The  right  only  exists  to  the  extent  necessary  to  pre- 
vent a  subsidence  of  the  surface ;  and  a  withdrawal  of  all  the 
minerals,  that  does  not  injure  the  surface,  is  not  an  interference 
with  the  surface  owner's  rights,  and  is  not  actionable  (see  all  the 
cases  cited).  The  right  is  absolute  to  the  extent  only  that  the 
surface  must  not  be  injured  by  a  withdrawal  of  the  minerals,  but 
if  the  nature  of  the  soil  is  such  above  the  minerals  as  not  to  need 
their  support,  the  entire  mineral  strata  may  be  exhausted. 

Sec.  200.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  state,  that  a  reservation  of 
mines  or  minerals  carries  with  it  a  right  reasonably  to  work  for 
the  same;  but  there  is  this  fact  to  be  observed,  that  mines, 
according  to  the  common  and  ordinary  definition  of  the  term,  as 
well,  also,  as  the  legal  application,  signify  a  "  way  or  passage  under 
ground,  a  subterranean  duct,  course  or  passage,  whether  in  search 
of  metals  or  to  destroy  fortifications,"  etc.,  and  the  word  "  min- 
eral," being  derived  from  ''  mine,"  signifies  that  which  is  obtained 
by  under-ground  working,  and  not  that  which  is  dug  from  quar- 
ries, which  are  wrought  from  the  surface.'''  But  wliile  a  reserva- 
tion of  minerals  authorizes  their  being  taken  out  in  a  reasonable 
manner,^  yet  it  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  cases  referred  to, 
that  it  only  justifies  their  being  taken  when  that  can  be  done 
without  injury  to  the  surface.  But  where  qiiarries  are  reserved, 
this,  without  any  express  reservation  of  a  right  to  injure  the  sur- 
face, carries  with  it  such  a  right  as  a  necessary  incident,  because 
the  natural  and  ordinary,  as  well  as  legal,  import  of  the  word, 
contemplates  surface- working.  A  quarry  signifies  a  stone  pit* 
and  refers  to  a  place  above,  rather  than  under,  the  ground,  and 
the  intention  of  the  parties,  in  all  conveyances,  being  gathered 

'  Earl  of  Cardigan  v.  Armitage,  2  B.  Chadwick,  7  Irish  C.  L.  101 ;  Listowl 

&  C.  197 ;  Wakefield  v.  Duke  of  Buc-  v.  Gibbings,  9  id.  323 ;  King  v.  Duns- 

cleugli,  4  H.  L.  C.  377 ;  Rowbotham  v.  ford,  2  B.  &  Ad.  65.   Also,  see  briefs  of 

Wilson,  8  H.  L.  C.  345  ;  Bell  v.  Wilson,  Bailey,  Q.  C,  for  plaintiflFs,  and  GiF- 

4  L.  R.  (Eq.  Gas.)  303  ;  Harris  v.  Ryding,  ford,  Q.  C.,  for  defendant,  in  Bell  v. 

5  M.  &  W.  60 ;  Elliott  v.  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  Wilson,  4  Law  R.  (Eq.  Cas.)  303  ;  also 
10  H.  L.  C.  333 ;  Hext  v.  Gill,  7  L.  R.  opinion  of  Turner,  L.  J.,  in  the  same 
(Eq.  Cas.)  699.  case. 

-  Encyclopedia   Metropolitana,  874 ;  ^  Earl  of  Cardigan  v.  Armitage,  2  B. 

Rex  «.  Brettel,  3  B.  &  Ad.  424  ;  Rex  «.  &  C.  197. 

Inhabitants  of  Sedgeley,  2  id.  65  ;  Dar-  ■*  Johnson's  Dictionary,  Quarry. 
rill  V.  Raper,  3  Drew,  394;  Brown  v. 
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from  the  language  used,  the  law  makes  this  proper  distinction 
between  the  reservation  of  a  mine  and  a  quarry.'  Therefore,  the 
reservation  of  minerals  gives  no  right  to  take  them  out  of  the 
earth,  except  where  it  can  be  done  without  injury  to  the  surface; 
but  the  reservation  of  quarries  carries  with  it  the  right  to  dig  the 
surface,  because  that  power  is  necessarily  implied  as  in  accord- 
ance with  the  intention  of  the  parties,  because  it  is  the  only 
method  by  which  the  stone  can  be  taken  out. 

Sec.  201.  The  right  to  subjacent  support  for  land,  it  is  said,  is 
only  applicable  to  the  land  in  its  natural  condition,  unincum- 
bered by  buildings  or  other  structures  that  sensibly  increase  the 
pressure  thereon  ;  but,  as  has  previously  been  explained,  the  mere 
presence  of  a  building  or  other  structure  upon  the  surface  does 
not  prevent  a  recovery  for  injuries  to  the  surface,  unless  it  is 
shown  that  the  sul^sidence  would  not  have  occuri-ed  except  for 
the  presence  of  the  buildings.  When  the  injury  would  have 
resulted  from  the  act  if  no  buildings  existed  upon  the  surface,  the 
act  creating  the  subsidence  is  wrongful,  and  renders  the  owners 
of  the  mines  liable  for  all  damages  that  result  therefrom,  as  well 
to  the  buildings  as  to  the  land  itself.' 

Sec.  202.  It  is  laid  down  in  elementary  books,  and  is  to  be 
found  in  the  dicta  of  some  of  the  cases,  that  a  person  may  acquire 
a  prescriptive  right  for  the  support  of  a  building,  either  adjacent 
or  subjacent.*  In  Stansell  v.  Jollard,  referred  to  in  the  previous 
note,  Lord  Ellenboeough  said :  "  When  a  man  builds  to  the 
extremity  of  his  land,  and  has  enjoyed  his  building  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  upon  analogy  to  the  rule  as  to  lights,  he  acquires  a 
right  to  support,  or,  as  it  were,  of  leaning  to  his  neighbor's  soil, 
so  that  his  neighbor  cannot  dig  no  near  as  to  remove  his  support, 

1  Bell  V.  Wilson,  4  Law  R.  (Eq.  Cas.)  vol.  96,  p.  632  ;  Hamer  v.  Knowles,  6 
303.  H.  &  N.  459  ;  Stroynan  v.  Knowles,  id. 

2  Brown  -y.  Bobbins,  4  H.  &  N.  186 ;  454;  Partridge  «.  Scott,  3  M.  &  W  60; 
Jeffries  v.  Williams,  5  Exch.  792 ;  Humphries  «.  Brogden,  1  Eng.  Law  & 
Roberts  v.  Haines,  6  E.  &  B.  643  ;  7  id.  Eq.  241 ;  Wyatt  v.  Harrison,  3  B.  &  Ad. 
625 ;  88  Eng.  Com.  Law,  625.  Where  871 ;  Harris  v.  Ryding,  5  M.  &  W.  60. 
the  act  is  wrongful,  the  injury  to  the  =*  Stansell  ®.  Jollard,  1  Selw.  N.  P. 
buildings  may  be  recovered  as  conse-  444 ;  Hide  v.  Thornborough,  2  Car.  & 
quential  damages.  Bonomi  v.  Back-  K.  250  ;  Dodd  v.  Holme,  1  Ad.  &  El. 
house,  E.  B.  &  E.  622  ;  Eng.  Com.  Law,  493  ;  Partridge  v.  Scott,  3  M.  &  W.  220. 
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but  otherwise  as  to  a  house  newly  built."  This  dictum  oi  Lord 
Ellenboeough  is  sustained  by,  or  rather  referred  to  in,  numerous 
cases ;  but,  it  will  be  observed,  that  it  is  mere  dicta,  and  is  no 
part  of  the  actual  judgment  in  any  of  the  modern  cases,'  and  it 
is  exceedingly  difficult  to  see  how  2inj  prescriptive  right  can  thus 
be  -created.  A  builds  a  house  upon  his  own  land,  adjoining  the 
lands  of  B;  in  so  doing  he  is  in  the  exercise  of  a  lawful  right, 
and  no  right  of  action  accrues  against  him  in  favor  of  B,  for  no 
right  of  B  has  been  invaded,  and  no  actual  damage  done.  Then, 
upon  what  principle  of  law^,  as  applicable  to  the  doctrine  of  pre- 
scription, can  it  be  said  that  A,  after  the  lapse  of  twenty  years, 
acquires  a  prescriptive  right  to  have  his  lands  supported  by  the 
lands  of  B.  Lord  Ellenboeough  says,  that  the  acquisition  of 
this  right  is  in  analogy  to  the  doctrine  of  lights.  But  it  seems 
that  that  right  is  not  recognized  in  this  country,  and  in  England, 
even,  it  rests  not  upon  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  but 
upon  the  Prescription  Act,  §§  2,  3,  Wm.  lY,  ch.  71.  In  Solomon 
V.  Vinters'  Qo.^  Pollock,  C.  B.,  questions  the  soundness  of  any 
such  doctrine  in  a  very  pertinent  manner.  He  says :  "  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  how  the  circumstance  of  the  house  having  stood  there 
twenty  years  makes  any  difference,  or  creates  a  right  where  houses 
are  supposed  to  have  been  built  by  different  adjoining  owners, 
each  with  its  own  separate  and  independent  walls,  but  upward  of 
twenty  years  ago,  one  of  them  got  out  of  the  perpendicular,  and 
leaned  upon  and  was  then  supported  in  part  by  the  others,  so 
that  if  the  latter  were  removed  the  other  would  fall.  It  cannot 
be  a  right  by  prescription,  which  supposes  a  state  of  things  exist- 
ing before  the  time  of  legal  memory.  It  seems  to  us  that,  in  the 
absence  of  all  evidence  as  to  origin  or  grant,  the  only  way  in 
which  a  right  can  be  supported  is  that  suggested  by  Lord  Camp- 
bell,' namely,  an  absolute  rule  of  law  similar  to  that  which  is 
stated  to  have  existed  in  the  civil  law.  But  there  is  no  authority 
for  any  such  rule  to  be  found,  at  least  none  was  stated  to  us.     Lord 

1  Palmers.  Fleshees,  1  Siderfin,  167 ;  E.  623  ;  Brown  'o.  Windsor,  1  C.  &  J.  27; 

Hide  V.  Thornborough,  2  Car.  &  K.  250;  Partridge  -y.  Scott,  3  M.  &  W.  220  ;  Eno 

61  Eng.  Com.  Law.  250  ;  Humphries  «.  «.  Del  Vechio,  4  Duer,  53  ;  McQuire  7}. 

Brogden,  1  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  241 ;   15  Grant,  25  N.  J.  356. 

Jur.  124 ;  20  L.  J.  (N.  S.)    Q.  B.  10 ;  ^  Solomon  v.  Vinters'  Co.,  4  H.  &  N. 

Thurston   v.  Hancock,  12  Mass.  220;  597. 

La  Sala  «.  Holbrook,  4  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  ^  Humphries  «.  Brogden,  1  Eng.  Law 

Y.)  169  ;  Bonomi  «.  Backhouse,  E.  B.  &  &  Eq.  241. 
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Campbell  compares  it  to  a  right  to  light.  But  that  right  is  created 
by  the  express  enactment  of  the  third  section  of  the  Statute  of 
"Wm.  TV.  And,"  he  adds,  "it  seems  contrary  to  justice  and 
reason,  that  a  man,  by  building  a  weak  house  adjoining  to  the 
house  of  his  neighbor,  can,  if  the  weak  house  get  out  of  the  perpen- 
dicular and  leans  upon  the  adjoining  house,  thereby  compel  his 
neighbor  either  to  pull  down  his  own  house  within  twenty  years, 
or  to  bring  some  action  at  law,  the  precise  nature  of  which  is  not 
very  clear;  otherwise,  it  is  said,  an  adverse  right  should  be 
acquired  against  him."  It  is  true  that  in  this  case,  as  in  all  the 
others  referred  to  in  the  preceding  note  under  that  head,  this 
question  of  prescription  did  not  form  an  element  in  the  actual 
judgment  of  the  case ;  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  dicta 
of  all  the  cases  upon  that  point,  from  Palmer  v.  Fleshees  to 
Humphries  v.  Brogden,  was  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the 
court  by  the  learned  counsel  who  argued  the  case,  it  must  be 
regarded  as  a  severe  blow  to  the  doctrine  that  a  prescriptive  right 
can  be  thus  obtained,  particularly  when  each  of  the  judges 
(Faeke,  Beamwell  and  Martin)  expressed  their  doubts  as  to  the 
existence  or  acquisition  of  any  such  right.  It  is  a  well-settled 
rule  of  law,  that  a  right  by  prescription  can  only  be  acquired  in 
the  property  of  another  by  an  adverse  exercise  of  the  right  dur- 
ing the  time  and  in  the  manner  fixed  by  law.  The  right  thus 
exercised  must  be  in  derogation  of  the  right  of  another,  and  must 
be  open  and  as  of  right.  It  is  not  essential  that  any  actual 
damage  should  be  done,  but  it  must  be  of  such  a  character  as  to 
operate  as  an  invasion  of  another's  right,  and  of  such  a  character 
that  an  action  could  have  been  maintained  at  any  time  within 
the  statutory  period  for  the  injury.  Otherwise,  the  law  will 
not  presume   a   grant,  and    the    right   will    not   be  acquired.' 

'  Hastings  ■».  Livermore,  7  Gray  Atkins  v.  Boardman,  2  Mete.  (Mass.) 
(Mass.),  194;  Cooper  v.  Smith,  9  Serg.  457  ;  Bliss  v.  Rice,  17  Pick.  (Mass.)  23  ; 
&  R.  (Penn.)  33 ;  Solomon  v.  Vinters'  Roundtree  v.  Brantley,  34  Ala.  544 ; 
Co.,  4  H.  &  N.  599,  601 ;  Cooper  v.  Bar-  White  v.  Chapin,  12  Allen  (Mass.),  516  ; 
ber,  3  Taunt.  99  ;  Polly  «.  McCall,  37  Perrin  v.  Garfield,  37  Vt.  310 ;  Ricard 
Ala.  30  ;  Murgatroyd  v.  Robinson,  7  E.  v.  Williams,  7  Wheat.  (N.  S.)  59  ;  Pue 
&B.  391;  Crosby  1).  Bessey,  49  Me.  539  ;  v.  Pue,  4  Md.  Ch.  386;  Steffy  i).  Car- 
Parker  0.  Foote,  19  Wend.  (N.  T.)  309  ;  penter,  37  Penn.  St.  41 ;  Yard  v.  Ford, 
Bolivar  Manufacturing  Co.  v.  Neponset  2  W.  Saund.  172  ;  Olney  v.  Fenner,  2 
Manufacturing  Co.,  16  Pick.  (Mass.)  R.  I.  211 ;  Ingraham  ?;.  Hough,  IJones 
241;  Hobson  «.  Todd,  4  Duruf.  &  East,  (N.  C),  39;  Hammond  v.  Zehner,  23 
71 ;  Flight «.  Thomas,  10  Ad.  &  El.  590 ;  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  473  ;  21  N.  Y.  118 
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Now  bj  the  erection  of  a  house  upon  his  own  land,  a  man 
invades  no  right  of  his  neighbor,  unless  he  extends  his  house 
upon,  or  projects  it  over  that  neighbor's  land.  The  mere  fact  that 
he  has  increased  the  pressure  upon  the  neighboring  soil,  is  not  an 
actionable  injury ;  neither  is  it  a  fact  that  can  be  determined 
except  by  an  actual  excavation  of  the  adjoining  premises,  nor 
even  then  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  Would  a  court  of  law 
sustain  an  action  against  the  owner  of  the  house  as  for  a 
nuisance,  or  compel  an  abatement  of  it  as  such  at  the  suit  of  the 
neighbor?  or  would  a  court  of  equity  restrain  the  construction  of 
a  house  under  such  circumstances,  upon  the  ground  that  it 
invaded  the  rights  of  an  adjoining  owner,  and  was  a  nuisance 
thereto?'  Clearly  not.  Then  with  what  propriety  can  it  be 
said,  or  according  to  what  principle  of  justice  could  it  be  held 
that  by  the  erection  and  continuance  of  the  house  for  the  statu- 
tory period,  the  owner  acquires  an  absolute  right  to  have  it  sup- 
ported by  the  adjoining  land  ?  I  apprehend  that  no  such 
doctrine  will  ever  find  a  foothold  in  this  country,  and  that  it 
cannot  be  said  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the  courts  of  England.  In 
Napier  v.  BuhoinMe^  5  Rich.  (S.  C.)  311,  Wardlaw,  J.,  thus 
pertinently  attacked  this  doctrine :  "  When  the  enjoyment  was 
in  its  nature  hidden,  or,  although  it  was  apparent,  there  were  no 
ready  means  for  resisting  it  within  the  power  of  the  servient 
owner,  assent  was  not  implied,  and  the  infiuence  of  twenty 
years'  time,  therefore,  not  acknowledged.^^ 

This  question  was  raised  and  directly  passed  upon  by  the  court, 
in  the  case  of  Mitchell  v.  The  Mayor  of  Borne,  49  Ga.  19,  and 
the  court  directly  held  that  no  prescriptive  right  can  be  acquired 
for  the  support  of  any  structure,  as  against  the  adjoining  or  sub- 
jacent soil.  "Statutes  of  limitations,"  says  Teippe,  J.,  "apply 
to  cases  where  one  is  in  the  adverse  possession  of  property  that 
may  be  claimed  by  another.  The  use  cannot  be  adverse  unless 
exercised  in  denial  of  the  title,  and  in  derogation  of  the  right  of 


Union  Water  Co.  v.  Crary,  25  Cal.  509; 
Pierce  v.  Cloud,  42  Penn.  St.  102;  Hal- 
ford  v.  Hawkinson,  5  Q.  B.  584 ;  Har- 
bridge  v.  "Warwick,  3  Exch.  552. 

'  See  Ludlow  v.  Hudson  River  R.  R. 
Co.,  G  Lans.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  128,  where 
it  was  expressly  held  that  the  cause  of 


action  only  accrues  from  the  actual 
happening  of  the  injury,  and  not  from 
the  time  when  the  support  was  re- 
moved. Elliott  v.  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  10 
H.  L.  Cas.  333  ;  2  Washb.  Real  Prop. 
288 ;  Backhouse  v.  Bonomi,  9  3.  L. 
Caa.  503. 
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another.  It  cannot  be  adverse  to  another,  unless  he  has  a  right 
of  action  on  account  of  a  wrong  done  him.'''  The  doctrine  of 
this  case  must  commend  itself  to  courts,  as  being  not  only  sensi- 
ble, but  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  principles  applicable  to 
all  prescriptive  rights.  The  boldness  with  which  the  court  has 
stated  its  doctrines,  and  the  soundness  of  the  reasoning  upon 
which  they  are  predicated,  must  necessarily  make  this  a  leading 
case  upon  this  question.' 

Sec.  203.  Where  railroad  or  canal  companies  have  taken  land 
under  special  statutes,  for  their  necessary  use  in  the  construction 
of  their  works,  specially  providing  therefor,  or  have  acquired 
the  same  by  special  grant  from  the  owner  of  the  fee,  they  are 
entitled  to  the  lateral  and  subjacent  support  of  the  soil  therefor ; 
and  any  act  of  the  owner  which  interferes  therewith,  whether  in 
excavating  upon  his  lands  or  in  taking  out  the  minerals  beneath 
the  works,  is  an  actionable  nuisance,  precisely  the  same  as  though 
the  two  estates  were  vested  in  individuals.  Where  the  lands 
are  taken  by  statute,  and  no  provision  is  made  for  support,  they 
are  entitled  to  the  support  of  the  adjoining  lands."  In  the 
case  of  the  Caledonian  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sprot,^  it  appeared  that  the 
land  had  been  granted  to  a  railroad  company,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  their  works.  The  defendant  reserved  the  mines  in  the 
land,  and  in  working  the  same  weakened  the  surface.  In  the 
Scotch  courts  it  was  held  that  the  defendant,  having  reserved  the 
minerals,  was  entitled  to  take  them  out,  even  though  in  doing  so 
the  surface  subsided.  But  their  decision  was  reversed,  and  Lord 
Cbaxwoeth,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said :  "  Those 
very  able  judges  it  seems  to  me  to  have  overlooked  or  not  to  have 
given  due  weight  to  the  conveyance  to  the  company.  If  I  am  right, 
which  I  cannot  doubt,  in  saying  that  Mr.  Sprot,  by  his  convey- 
ance, conveyed  to  the  company  not  only  the  land  to  be  covered 
by  the  railway,  but  also,  by  implication,  the  right  to  all  neces- 
sary support,  then  he  cannot,  by  reason  of  his  having  reserved 

1  Chasemore  t).  Richards,  7  H.  L.  349  ;  donian  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lord  Billhaven,  3 

Webb  V.  Bird,  13  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  843.  Mac  v.  56  ;  N.  E.  Railwav  Co.  tj.  Cross- 

«  Eliott  V.  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.,   10  H.  L.  land,  33  L.  J.  Ch.  357 ;  Goold  v.  Great 

Cas.  333  ;  Metropolitan  Works  v.  Metro-  Western  Dap.  Co.,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  600. 

poUtan  R.  R.  Co.,  L.  R.,  3  C.  P.  626;  ^  Caledonian   R.   R.  Co.  v.  Sprot,  3 

Proud  V.  Bates,  34  L.  J.  Cb.  407 ;  Cale-  Macq.  (Scotch)  449. 
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the  mines,  derogate  from  his  own  grant  by  removing  that 
support.  In  reserving  the  mines,  he  must  he  understood  to  h(me 
reserved  them  so  far  only  as  he  could  work  them  consistently 
with  the  grant  he  had  made  to  the  company.''''  But  in  England, 
where  raih'oads  and  canals  are  built  under  special  acts,  in  which 
the  minerals  under  the  land  taken  for  these  purposes  is  reserved 
to  the  owners  of  the  land,  with  power  to  take  them  out  within 
a  distance  of  ten  yards,' provided,  however,  that  the  companies 
shall  have  the  right,  upon  notice,  to  pay  the  damages,  and  thus 
prohibit  the  working  of  the  mines ;  it  is  held  that,  upon  failure 
to  pay  the  damages,  the  mine  owners  may  take  out  the  minerals, 
even  though  in  doing  so  they  let  down  the  works  and  deprive 
them  of  support.' 

Sec.  204.  In  the  case  of  the  Midland  Railway  Co.  v.  ChecTcley, 
cmte,  the  defendant,  who  was  a  lessee  of  part  of  lands  that  had 
been  purchased  by  the  plaintiffs  for  canal  purposes,  under  an  act 
of  parliament  containing  such  a  provision,  the  minerals  being 
reserved,  was  working  a  stone  quarry  so  near  the  canal,  but  more 
than  ten  yards  therefrom,  as  to  endanger  its  safety.  When  the 
defendant  had  worked  his  quarries  to  within  about  forty  yards  of 
the  canal,  he  gave  the  plaintiffs  notice  that  unless  they  compen- 
sated him  for  the  stone  required  to  keep  the  canal  secure,  he 
should  proceed  to  take  it  out,  at  the  plaintiffs'  risk;  The  plain- 
tiffs replied  that  they  claimed  the  right  of  support  for  their 
canal  from  the  ground  within  an  area  of  about  thirty  yards  from 
the  canal,  and  without  further  compensation.  The  defendant 
threatened,  unless  compensated,  to  go  on  with  the  operations  of 
his  quarry,  and  the  plaintiffs  filed  their  bill  in  equity,  seeking  to 
restrain  the  defendant  from  working  the  quarry  within  thirty 
yards  of  the  canal,  and  also  insisting  that  the  defendant  was  not 
entitled  to  compensation,  on  the  ground  that  stone  is  not 
embraced  within  the  class  denominated  minerals,  and  that,  by  the 
purchase  of  the  land  for  the  purposes  of  their  works,  they  by 

»  Midland  Railway  Co.  t).  Checkley,  Co.  v.  Earl  of  Dudley,  30  L.  J.  (Q.  B.) 

4  L.  R.  (Eq.  Cas.)  19 ;  Wryley  Canal  Co.  108  ;  Dudley  Canal  Co.  v.  Grazebrook, 

r.  Bradley,  7  East,  368 ;  Birmingham  1  B.  &  Ad.  59  ;  Dunn  v.  Birmingham 

Canal  Co.  v.  Swindell,  7  H.  &  N.  980  n.;  Canal  Co.,  4  Eng.  R.  (Moak's)  208  ;  Gt. 

Birmingham  Canal  Co.  ■».  Earl  of  Dud-  Western  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bennett,  3  L.  R, 

ley,  7  H.  &  N.  969 ;  Stourbridge  Canal  (App.  Ca.)  27. 
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implication  took  the  ri^ht  of  support  therefor  from  the  lands  of 
their  grantee,  adjacent  and  subjacent.  But  upon  hearing  the 
cause,  Lord  Romilly,  M.  R.,  held  that  "  stone "  was  a  mineral 
within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  and  that  the  plaintiffs  acquired 
no  right  to  support  from  the  minerals  by  the  purchase  of  the 
lands,  in  view  of  the  act  which  directly  reserved  the  minerals  to 
the  owner,  with  power  to  work  them,  unless  compensated  there- 
for. So  where  land  is  purchased  for  such  purposes,  or  taken  by 
express  statutes,  and  there  is  no  provision  therefor  in  the  deed 
or  in  the  act  under  which  the  land  is  taken,  the  right  of  support 
from  the  neighboring  soil,  adjacent  and  subjacent,  would  not 
arise  by  implication, ' 

Sec.  205.  The  result  of  all  the  cases  is  that  the  owner  of  the 
mines  can  do  no  act  that  interferes  with  the  natural  condition  of 
the  surface ;  and,  upon  the  other  hand,  the  same  obligation  rests 
upon  the  owner  of  the  surface  to  do  no  act  upon  his  estate  that 
will  injuriously  affect  the  estate  below.  Either  may  use  their 
several  estates  for  all  the  ordinary  purposes  for  which  such  estates 
are  usually  used,  so  long  as  they  do  so  without  interfering  with 
the  estate  of  the  other ;  but  either  changes  essentially  the  natural 
condition  of  his  estate  at  his  peril.  So  long  as  no  damage  is 
done  to  the  other  by  any  change  made  by  either,  no  action  lies ; 
but  when  such  change  on  the  part  of  either  owner  injuriously 
affects  the  other,  an  action  lies,  and  liability  attaches  for  all  the 
consequences  of  his  act.  Thus  if  the  owner  of  the  surface 
changes  the  course  of  a  stream  upon  the  surface,  or  digs  deep 
ditches  or  trenches  in  which  water  is  collected,  which  percolates 
through  the  soil  into  the  mine  below,  the  surface  owner  is  liable 
for  all  the  damages  that  ensue."  The  surface  owner  may  drain 
his  land,  and  for  that  purpose  may  dig  trenches  or  do  any  act 
necessary  to  effect  that  end,  but  he  must  see  to  it  that  his  ditches 
are  kept  open  and  properly  discharge  the  water,  for  if,  even  in  the 
exercise  of  a  lawful  act,  he  is  guilty  of  negligence,  whereby  the 
mine  owner  is  injured,  he  will  be  liable  for  all  the  consequences 
of  his  act.' 

'  Me  ropolitan  Works  v.  Metropoli-  ^  Bagnall  v.  London  N.  W.  Railroad 
tan  R.  R.  Co.,  L.  R.,  3  C.  P.  636;  Co.,  7  H.  &  N.  421  ;  Elliott  «.  N.W.  R. 
Washburn  on  Easements,  549.  R.  Co.,  10  id.  333. 

*  Bagnall  ■».  The  London  and  N.  W. 
R.  R.  Co.,  7  H.  &  N.  431. 
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This  is,  however,  subject  to  the  condition,  that  such  drainage 
is  not  in  derogation  of  the  express  or  implied  provisions  of  his 
grant.' 

Sec.  206.  "While  the  surface  owner  may  use  his  lands  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  to  which  such  lands  are  applied,  and  in  thfe 
ordinary  modes  of  enjoyment  incident  thereto,"  yet,  if  he  brings 
upon  his  premises,  and  collects  and  keeps  there  any  thing  which, 
if  it  escapes,  will  do  injury  to  the  mine  owner,  he  is  answerable 
for  all  the  consequences  of  his  act,  whether  guilty  of  negligence 
or  not.  As  if  he  builds  a  reservoir  and  collects  and  keeps  large 
quantities  of  water  therein,  he  is  bound  to  keep  it  in  at  his  peril, 
and  if  it  escapes  and  flows  down  into  the  mine,  he  would  be 
answerable  for  all  the  consequences."  So,  too,  if  he  should  erect 
a  powder  magazine,  or  should  keep  nitro-glycerine  or  any  other 
explosives,  upon  his  premises,  in  case  of  an  explosion,  he  would 
be  liable  to  the  mine  owner  for  all  the  injuries  sustained  there- 
from.* In  fact,  the  surface  owner  is  liable  to  the  mine  owner  or 
any  other  person  for  the  consequences  of  any  act  committed  by 
him  that  is  in  derogation  of  their  rights,*  and  the  fact  that  the 
defendant  was  making  a  lawful  use  of  his  premises,  or  was  using 
it  for  one  of  the  ordinarj^  purposes  of  life,  and  was  in  the  exercise 
of  the  highest  care,  will  not  excuse  him  if  the  consequences  are 
wrongful  to  and  in  contravention  of  the  rights  of  another.* 

Sec.  207.  The  law  in  reference  to  subjacent  or  lateral  support 
and  interferences  therewith,  is  applicable  to  any  interference  with 
the  natural  condition  of  the  earth  either  under  its  surface  or  ad- 

>  Popplewell  V.  Hodgkinson,  38  L.  J.  formation  upon   those   questions.     It 

(N.  S.)   Exchq.  127.  came  too  late  for  an  extended  review 

2  RadclifFe's  Exe'rs  v.  Brooklyn,  4  N,  in  the  text  of  this   work,  but  the  au- 

Y.  195  ;  Popplewell  v.  Hodgkinson,  L.  thor  regards  its  doctrines  as  extremely 

R.,  4  Exchq.  248.     In  a  recent  case  de-  sound,  besides  being  ably  stated, 

cided  in  the  court  of  appeals  in  New  ^  Fletcher  •«.  Ryland,  1  L.  R.  (Exchq.) 

York,  Marvin  «.  The  Brewster  Iron  Co.,  263. 

55  N.  Y.  509,  FoLGER  ably  discusses  *  Myers  «.  Malcolm,  6  Hill,  292. 

the  relative  rights  of  the  owners  of  the  ^  Cahill   ■».  Eastman,  18  Minn.  324 ; 

minerals  and  of  the  surface,  and  the  10  Am.  Rep.  184. 

case  is  such  a  thorough  exposition  of  *  Ryland  xi.  Fletcher,  L.  R.,  3  Exchq. 

the  law  in  this  country  upon  the  vari-  352  ;    Canterbury  v.  Attorney-General, 

ous  questions  that  arise  between  the  1  Phill.  306 ;  Bailey  v.  Mayor,  3  Hill 

owners   of    the    surface    and  of    the  (N.Y.),  531 ;  Bagnall  v.  London  &  N.  E. 

mines,  that  we  commend  it  to  the  care-  Railroad  Co.,  7  H.  &  N.  423. 
ful  study  of  every  person  seeking  in- 
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jacent  thereto  by  whomsoever  made.  A  railroad  or  canal  com- 
pany taking  lands  for  the  construction  of  their  works,  either  by 
grant  or  statute,  in  the  absence  of  a  provision  in  the  grant,  or  in 
the  act  under  which  the  lands  are  taken,  are  bound  by  the  same 
rules  as  apply  to  individuals,  and  have  no  power  to  tunnel  or 
excavate  their  line  so  as  to  deprive  the  adjoining  land  owner  of 
siipport,  and  if,  in  the  construction  of  their  works,  they  withdraw 
support  from  the  adjacent  lands,  either  lateral  or  subjacent,  so  as 
to  injure  the  same,  they  are  liable  for  all  the  consequences  of 
their  act  unless  compensation  therefor  was  clearly  contemplated 
and  provided  for  by  the  act  authorizing  the  taking  of  the  lands. 
When  they  take  land  by  grant  for  such  purposes,  it  is  their  duty 
to  take  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  construct  their  works  without 
injury  to  the  lands  of  adjoining  owners,  and  when  they  take 
them  by  force  of  statutes,  they  take  no  more  than  the  statute 
gives,  and  can  acquire  no  right  to  do  any  injury  to  the  adjoining 
owner  that  is  not  contemplated  and  embraced  in  the  appraisal  of 
land  damages.'  The  right  of  support  being  a  right  naturally  in- 
cident to  the  land  and  a  part  of  the  freehold,  is  property  in  the 
fullest  sense,  and  cannot  be  taken  without  compensation  for  any 
purpose.  Therefore,  whenever  lands  are  taken  for  public  pur- 
poses and  the  damages  are  appraised,  it  is  always  a  question 
whether  the  statute  contemplated  an  appraisal  simply  of  the  value 
of  the  land  or  damages  for  all  the  consequential  injuries  that  will 
result  therefrom,  including  the  injury  to  support,  and  this  is  a 
question  of  law  arising  upon  the  construction  of  the  act.  Such 
appraisals  are  usually  construed  to  cover  all  the  natural  and 
'probable  consequences  of  the  act,  but  not  extraordinary  or  remote 
damages  that  could  not  have  been  foreseen.  Injury  to  support 
where  excavations  are  necessary^  and  known  to  be  so  at  the  time 
when  the  appraisal  is  made,  would  doubtless  be  treated  as  coming 
within  the  injuries  contemplated  and  covered  by  the  appraisal  of 
damages.  But  this  is  neces'sarily  a  mixed  question  of  law  and  of 
fact."     But  as  these  questions  will  be  more  fully  treated  in  a  sub- 

'  Baxters.  Vermont  Central  Railroad    «.  Western  Midland  Lock  Nav.  Co.,  2 
Co.,  22  Vt.  365  ;  Walford  on  Railways,     Johns.  (N.  Y.)  286. 
197-8  ;  Babcock  ■«.  Western  Railroad        ^  Ludlow  t>.  Hudson  Railroad  Co . ,  6 
Co.,  9  Mete.  (Mass.)  555     Sabin  v.  Ver-    Lans.   (N.  T.  Sup.   Ct.)  138  ;   Clarke's 
mont  C.  R.  R.  Co.  35  Tt.  363  ;  Steele     Adm'rs  v.  Han.  h  St.  Jo,  Railroad  Co 

86  Mo.  98. 
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sequent  chapter  under  the  head  of  "Legalized  Nuisaces,"  it 
may  not  be  advisable  to  pursue  the  matter  further  here,  I  will 
therefore  leave  the  subject  by  simply  stating  that,  whenever 
compensation  has  been  given  for  injuries  to  support  for  railroad 
or  canal  purposes,  this  does  not  absolve  the  companies  from  the 
exercise  of  care  and  skill  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  and  for 
all  damages  that  result  from  an  excess  of  their  powers  or  a  negli- 
gent or  improper  exercise  of  their  rights,  either  in  the  construc- 
tion or  maintenance  of  their  works,  they  are  liable/ 

Sec.  208.  Where  land  is  purchased  for  a  particular  purpose,  as 
for  the  clay  or  sand  thereon,  and  this  is  expressly  stated  in  the 
conveyance,  yet  this  does  not  give  to  the  grantee  the  right  to 
withdra;w  the  lateral  support  from  the  grantor's  land  in  taking 
out  the  materials.  In  such  a  case  whether  the  property  in  the 
clay  or  sand  is  conveyed  by  a  deed  of  the  land,  or  reserved 
in  a  conveyance  of  the  lands,  the  person  removing  it  is  sub- 
ject to  the  same  liabilities  as,  and  acquires  no  more  rights  than, 
any  other  land  owner." 

It  is  not  the  original  digging  away  the  soil  that  creates  the 
right  of  action,  but  the  actual  injury  ;  therefore,  even  though  the 
injury  was  not  the  result  until  several  years  after  the  removal  of 
support,  an  action  lies  for  the  injury,  as  the  cause  of  action  only 
accrues  when  the  injury  begins.* 

Sec.  209.  Lest  misapprehension  should  arise  it  should  be 
stated,  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  support  of  soil,  at  however 
great  a  distance  from  the  lands  injured,  is  actionable,  if  the  cau- 
sation can  be  traced  clearly  to  the  original  act  of  withdrawal. 
That  is,  if  A,  B  and  C  are  the  owners  of  three  several  tracts  of 
land.     A's  land  adjoining  B's  and  B's  land  adjoining  C's,  if  C 

1  Steele  v.  W.  Mid.  Lock  &  Nav.  Co.,  2  &  W.  237  ;  Turner  v.  Railroad  Co.,  10 

Jolins.  (N.  T.)  286  ;    Sabin  v.  Vermont  id.  425  ;   Dunn  v.  Birmingham  Canal 

Central    Railroad  Co.,    25  Vt.  363  ;    1  Co.,  4  Eng.  Rep.  (Moak)  208. 

Strange,  334 ;   Governor,  etc.  v.  Mere-  ^  Ryckman  v.  Gillis,  6  Lana.   (N.  T. 

dith,  4  T.  R.  794  ;  Espinasse's  Digest,  Sup.  Ct.)  79  ;  Ludlow  v.  Hudson  R.  R. 

598  ;  Baxter  v  Railroad  Co.  22  Vt.  365  ;  Co.,  id.  128. 

Rex  V.  Hungerford  Market  Co.,  3  M.  &  ^  Ludlow    v.  H.   R.  R.    Co.,  5  Lans. 
W.  622;   Rex  v.    Nottingham  Water-  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  128;  Marvin  «.  Brews- 
Works  Co.,  6  Ad.  &  El.  355;  Manning  ter  Iron  Co.,  55  N.T.  509. 
V.  Eastern  Counties  Railroad  Co.,  12  M. 
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excavates  his  own  land  so  as  to  withdi'aw  the  support  from  the 
land  of  B,  and  as  a  consequence  B's  land  falls  into  C's  pit,  or  sub- 
sides, and  thus  lets  down  A's  land,  C  is  liable  for  the  injury  to 
the  lands  of  A  as  ranch  as  for  the  injury  done  to  B's  land.  The 
nuisance  consists  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  support  from  B's  soil 
and  he  is  answerable  for  all  the  natural  and  probable  conse- 
quences that  flow  from  the  act.  It  is  no  defense  that  A  and  B 
or  either  of  them  could  have  prevented  the  injury  to  their  lands 
by  something  done  by  them  upon  their  own,  neither  is  it  any 
excuse  that  the  action  of  the  elements  have  contributed  to  the 
injury,  for  it  is  the  right  of  every  land  owner  to  have  his  land 
in  its  natural  condition,  supported  and  upheld  by  the  soil  of 
others  if  necessary,  and  if  the  injury  is  primarily  traceable  to  the 
original  act  of  C  in  excavating  his  lands,  and  would  not  have 
happened  except  for  the  excavation  so  made  by  him.  he  is  liable 
for  all  the  damages  that  result  from  his  act.  ' 

The  same  rule  applies  as  well  to  subjacent  adjacent  as  to  lateral 
adjacent  support.  In  Bonomi  v.  Baokhouse,  the  excavation  caus- 
ing the  injury  was  nearly  eight  hundred  feet  from  the  plaintiff's 
lands,  and  the  court  held  that,  so  long  as  the  causation  could  be 
distinctly  traced  and  proved,  the  distance  at  which  the  original 
excavation  was  made  is  not  important.  jSTeither  is  it  necessary 
that  the  effect  should  immediately  follow  the  wrongful  act.  If 
the  injurious  consequences  are  clearly  traceable  to  the  act,  it 
makes  no  difference  that  the  actual  injury  does  not  happen  for  a 
long  period  thereafter.  When  the  injury  does  occur,  a  cause  of 
action  arises,  and  the  statute  of  limitations  only  begins  to  run 
when  the  damage  results,  and  not  from  the  doing  of  the  original 
wrongful  act." 


Sec.  210.  In  the  case  of  Ludlow  v.  Hudson  River  R.  R. 
Co.,  the  defendant  purchased  of  the  plaintiff  two  parcels  of  land, 
one  of  which  pieces  was  designated  in  the  conveyance  to  be  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  of  said  railroad,  and  the  other  for  materials.   In 

'  Bonomi  v.  Backhouse,  E.  B.  &  E.  '  Elliott  v.  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  H.  L. 
622 ;  9  H.  L.  Cas.  50-3 ;  Strovnan  v.  Cas.  383  ;  Ludlow  v.  H.  R.  R.  Co..  6 
Kuowles,  6  H.  &  N.  454 ;  Earner  v.  Lans.  (N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.)  128 ;  Shaw  v. 
Knowles,  id.  459 ;  Robbins  v.  Brown,  Thackerah,  1  L.  R.  (C.  P.)  564  ;  Webb 
4  id.  186.  V.  Bird,  13  C.  B.  (N.   S.)  843  ;    Chase- 

more  V.  Richards,  7  H.  &  X.  349. 
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1851  the  defendant  excavated  the  land  and  removed  the  earth  from 
the  piece  purchased  for  materials,  and  used  the  same  in  building 
their  embankment  for  said  road.  The  excavation  was  made  to  the 
depth  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet.  It  was  left  in  that  condition 
until  the  spring  of  1864,  when  a  slide  occurred  where  the  exca- 
vation had  been  made,  and  about  three  and  a  half  acres  of  the 
plaintiff 's  land  slid  down  ;  the  defendant  moved  to  dismiss  the  com- 
plaint upon  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  sold  the  land  upon  which 
the  excavation  was  madeybr  materials,  and  that  the  defendant  was 
thereby  authorized  to  take  the  materials  contained  within  the 
lines  granted,  without  binding  the  defendant  in  any  manner  to 
protect  the  embankment  against  a  slide. 

That  there  was  no  evidence  of  negligence,  and  that  the  action 
was  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  so  far  as  the  injury  by 
the  defendant  has  any  application,  as  it  occurred  more  than  six 
years  before  the  commencement  of  this  action,  the  right  of  action 
only  existing  at  the  time  that  the  digging  was  done. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  seven  years  elapsed  between  the  doing 
of  the  wrongful  act,  and  the  actual  happening  of  the  injurious 
consequences.  But  the  court  held  that  none  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  defendant  moved  for  a  dismissal  of  the  complaint 
were  tenable,  and  refused  to  dismiss  the  complaint. 

MiLLEE,  P.  J.,  in  commenting  upon  the  branch  of  the  case 
relating  to  the  statute  of  limitations,  said :  "  I  think  that  the 
action  was  not  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.  The  injury 
complained  of  did  not  accrue  until  April,  1864,  and  the  action 
was  commenced  in  March,  1866.  The  damage  did  not  exist,  and 
had  not  been  incurred  when  the  work  was  done,  or  within  six 
years  thereafter.  If  an  action  had  been  brought  before  they 
occurred,  the  damage  would  have  depended  upon  mere  proba- 
bility and  the  wildest  conjecture.  The  consequential  injury  had 
not  happened  until  the  land  of  the  plaintiff  had  slid  away ;  and 
hence  no  action  could  be  maintained  for  the  damage  arising  in 
consequence  thereof."  The  result  of  this  decision  is  clearly  sus- 
tained upon  principle,  by  all  the  English  and  American  cases 
bearing  upon  that  question  relative  to  injuries  arising  from  a  nui- 
sance. The  only  error  is  in  leaving  it  to  be  inferred  that  an 
action  at  law  might  have  been  brought  for  the  withdrawal  of 
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support  merely,  before  any  actual  damage  had  arisen ;  I  do  not 
think  the  court  intended  to  be  so  understood,  but  the  opinion  is 
BO  framed  as  to  give  rise  to  that  inference.  If  the  court  intended 
to  so  hold,  their  decision  was  clearly  wrong,  for,  if  the  original 
act  of  withdrawing  the  support  was  actionable,  then  the  statute 
of  limitations  began  to  run  from  that  time,  and  after  six  years 
was  a  complete  bar  to  all  the  consequences  of  the  act.  But  I 
apprehend  that  the  court  did  not  intend  to  be  understood  as  hold- 
ing or  even  intimating  that  an  action  could  have  been  maintained 
before  injury  done.  I  am  aware  of  but  one  case  in  which  any 
such  doctrine  has  been  held,  and  that  was  not  a  case  in  which  the 
question  was  a  necessary  element  of  the  judgment,  and  was  so 
clearly  in  opposition  to  the  law  of  support,  that  its  doctrine  was 
never  adopted,  and  it  is  not  regarded  as  an  authority  upon  that 
point,  and  in  effect,  has  been  repeatedly  overruled.  I  refer 
to  the  case  of  NicTclin  v.  Williams,  26  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  549.* 
In  that  case  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  the  surface,  and 
the  defendant  of  the  minerals  beneath.  The  defendant  took 
out  the  minerals,  exhausting  the  entire  stratum,  and  thus 
withdrawing  the  support  from  the  surface.  No  actual  damage 
had  resulted  therefrom,  but  the  parties  apprehending  such  a 
result,  the  plaintiff  accepted  from  the  defendant  a  sum  agreed 
upon  therefor.  Subsequently  the  surface  subsided,  and  the 
plaintiff'  sustained  heavy  damage  thereby.  He  then  brought  his 
action  therefor,  and  the  court  held  that  he  was  barred  by  the 
previous  settlement.  To  that  extent,  the  court  was  clearly  right, 
but  the  court  went  further  and  laid  down  the  doctrine  that  "  the 
withdrawal  of  any  part  of  the  stratum,  to  the  support  of  which 
the  owner  of  the  adjacent  soil  or  house  is  entitled,  is  a  cause  of 
action,  as  an  injury  to  a  right,  although  no  immediate  damages 
ensue,  and  no  fresh  cause  of  action  arises  by  the  occurrence  of 
subsequent  damage."  If  the  doctrine  of  this  case  was  to  be 
regarded  as  authoritative,  all  actions  for  consequential  injuries 
arising  from  withdrawal  of  surrounding  soil,  would  be  barred  in 
six  years,  because  the  right  of  action  accrues  from  the  time  when 
the  excavation  was  made,  and  all   subsequent  injuries  are  only 

'  Shaw  v.  Thackerah,  1  L.  R.  (C.  P)     (N.  S.)  843 ;  Cliasemore  v.  Richards,  7 
564 ;    contra,  Webb  c.  Bird,  13  C.  B.    H.  &  N.  349. 
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consequences  of  the  original  wrong,  that  go  in  aggravation  of 
damages.  But,  the  doctrine  of  this  case  has  never  been  adopted 
or  treated  by  the  English  courts  as  authority,  and  is  clearly 
opposed  to  the  doctrine  of  Backhouse  v.  Bonomi^  9  H.  L.  Cas. 
503,  and  to  the  general  tenor  of  all  the  cases  in  which  the  law  of 
support  is  involved.* 

Sec.  211.  "Where  land  is  conveyed  with  buildings  standing 
upon  it,  or  where  it  is  sold  for  the  purpose  of  building,  the 
grantor  owning  the  land  on  either  side,  a  right  of  support  passes 
to  the  grantee  both  for  his  land  and  buildings  by  implied  grant.* 

So,  too,  where  buildings  are  erected  upon  an  estate  before  sev- 
erance tliereof,  a  right  of  support  goes  with  the  house  by 
implication.'  So,  too,  I  think  it  may  fairly  be  said,  although 
there  are  no  cases  in  which  the  point  is  directly  decided,  that 
where  the  owner  of  a  lot  of  reasonable  area  places  his  house  in 
the  center  of  his  lot,  making  reasonable  provision  for  support 
therefor  from  his  own  land,  that  an  injury  thereto  from  an 
unusual  or  unreasonable  excavation  upon  adjoining  lands,  whether 
negligently  conducted  or  not,  would  be  actionable.* 

Sec.  212.  As  between  two  adjoining  houses  or  other  buildings, 
no  right  to  mutual  or  lateral  support  can  be  acquired  by  prescrip- 
tion. This  question  was  raised  and  directly  decided  in  the  court 
of  exchequer,  in  Solomon  v.  Yinters'  Co.''  In  that  case  the 
plaintiff  owned  and  occupied  a  house  on  Pilgrim  street  in  Lon- 
don. It  was  built  on  a  hill,  descending  slightly  toward  the 
west ;  adjoining  to  and  next  below  the  plaintiff's  was  another 
house  belonging  to  a  third  person,  and  next  adjoining  this  were 
two  other  houses  belonging  to  the  defendants,  one  of  their  houses 

'  Wilde  V.  Minsterly,  2  Rolle's   Abr.  ^  Caledonian  R.  R.   Co.  v.  Sprot,  2 

384  ;  Bibby  v.  Carter,  4  H.  &  N.  153  ;  Macq.  449  ;    Mardin  v.  Black,  34  L.  J. 

The  Caledonian  R.   R.  Co.  v.  Sprot,  2  (N.  S.)  C.  P.  337  ;  S.  C,  13  Week.  R. 

Macq.  449  ;   Rawbotliam  v.  Wilson,  6  896. 

E.  &  B.  593 ;  8  H.  L.  Cas.  348 ;  Stroy-  ^  Richards  v.  Rose,  9  Exchq.  218. 

nan  v.  Knowles,  6  H.  &  N.  454  ;  Brown  *  Am.   Law   Review,  vol.  1,  p.  14; 

«.  Robbius,  4  id.  186  ;   Hunt  v.  Peake,  Farrand  v.   Marshall,  19  Barb.  (N.  Y. 

Johns.   Ch.  (Eug.)    715  ;    Thurston  v.  Sup.  Ct.)  380. 

Hancock,  12   Mass.   220  ;    FaiTand   ii.  ^  Solomon    v.  The    Vinters'   Co.,   7 

Marshall,    21    Barb.    409;    Harris    v.  Am.  Law  Reg.  622;  4  H.  &  N.  585; 

Ryding,  5   M.  &   W.  60;  Partridge  v.  Kempston  v.  Butler,  13   Ir.  C.  L.  516; 

Scott,  3  id.  220 ;  Moody  v.  McClelland,  Peyton  v.  Mayor  of  London,  9  B.  &  C. 

a9  Ala  45  736  ;  Partridge  v.  Scott,  7  M.  &  W.  220. 
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being  on  the  corner  of  the  street,  and  the  other  in  the  adjoining 
street.  These  houses  had  all  stood  for  more  than  thirty  years 
out  of  perpendicular,  and  leaning  west,  and  really  supported  and 
upheld  by  the  defendants'  houses.  In  1857  the  defendants  tore 
down  these  houses,  and  the  plaintiff's  house  being  thus  deprived 
of  the  support  furnished  thereby,  fell,  doing  considerable  dam- 
age. The  plaintiff  was  nonsuited,  and  upon  a  case  reserved, 
Pollock,  C.  B.,said:  "It  is  diflScult  to  see  how  the  circum- 
stance of  the  houses  having  stood  for  twenty  years  makes  any 
difference  or  creates  any  right.  Where  houses  are  supposed  to 
have  been  built  by  different  adjoining  owners,  each  with  its  own 
separate  and  independent  walls,  and  that  upwards  of  twenty 
years  ago  one  of  them  got  out  of  perpendicular,  and  leaned  upon 
and  was  supported  in  part  by  the  other,  so  that  if  the  latter  were 
removed  the  latter  would  fall,  the  question  is,  whether  any  right 
of  support  is  thereby  obtained  ?  It  cannot  be  a  right  by  prescrip- 
tion which  supposes  a  state  of  things  existing  before  the  time  of 
legal  memory.  It  seems  to  us,  that  in  the  absence  of  all  evi- 
dence as  to  origin  or  grant,  the  only  way  in  which  such  a  right 
can  be  sustained,  is  that  suggested  by  Lord  Campbell,  in  Hum- 
phries V.  Brogden^  namely,  an  absolute  rule  of  law  similar  to 
that  which  is  stated  to  have  existed  in  the  civil  law.  But  there 
is  no  authority  for  any  such  rule  to  he  found.  It  seems  con- 
trary to  justice  and  reason,  that  a  man  by  building  a  weak  house 
adjoining  to  his  neighbor's,  can,  if  that  weak  house  gets  out  of 
perpendicular  and  leans  upon  the  adjoining  house,  thereby  com- 
pel his  neighbor  either  to  pull  down  his  own  house  within  twenty 
years  so  as  to  prevent  a  right  from  being  acquired,  or  to  bring 
some  action  at  law,  the  precise  nature  of  which  is  not  very  clear, 
or  have  a  servitude  imposed  upon  his  house  to  the  extent  of 
aff:)rding  support  for  his  neighbor's  weak  house." 

In  this  case  the  plaintiff's  house  did  not  adjoin  the  defend- 
ants' house,  and  therefore  the  question  as  to  what  would  have 
been  the  effect  if  the  plaintiff's  house  during  that  period  had 
actually  leaned  upon  the  defendants'  house,  was  not  considered. 
In  such  a  case,  the  plaintiff's  house  projecting  over  the  defend- 
ants' premises  for  more  than  twenty  years,  would  have  been  an 
actionable  injui*y  during  the  entire  period,  and  would  have  pre- 
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Bented  an  entirely  different  question.  But,  while  the  plaintiff 
might  have  acquired  a  right  by  such  a  continuous  user,  to  have 
his  house  project  over  defendants'  land,  he  would  acquire  no 
right  to  have  it  lean  against,  and  be  supported  by  his  buildings.' 
Such  a  right  is  not  a  natural  right,^  and  can  only  exist  where 
ooth  houses  have  been  so  built  as  to  be  mutually  dependent  upon, 
and  subservient  to  each  other,  neither  of  them  being  capable  ol 
standing  without  the  support  of  the  other.  In  such  a  case  it  is 
held  that  the  alienation  of  one  of  the  houses  does  not  deprive 
the  grantor  of  the  support  of  the  houses  aliened  for  the  one 
retained  by  him  '  so  long  as  the  wall  continues  to  be  sufficient 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  buildings  in  such  a  condition  as  to  need 
support.  The  easement  ceases  when  the  wall  falls  into  decay, 
and  ceases  to  possess  the  requisite  strength,  or  when  either  of  the 
buildings  is  destroyed,  or  becomes  so  dilapidated  as  to  make  a 
new  building  reasonably  necessary.* 

DAMAGES. 

Sec.  213.  The  rule  of  damages  in  cases  of  injury  to  support 
where  there  are  no  buildings,  is  the  actual  domination  in  the 
value  of  the  lot  and  not  the  expense  of  restoring  the  lot  to  its 
former  condition  by  means  of  a  wall  or  other  permanent  struc- 
ture.' 

Where  the  injury  is  both  to  the  soil  and  buildings  or  other 
structures  standing  thereon,  the  rule  is  as  stated  above,  with  such 
addition  thereto  for  injuries  to  the  building  as  will  put  the  plain- 
tiff in  as  good  position  as  he  was  before,  both  as  to  house  and 
wall.  If  the  house  was  a  new  one  the  cost  of  the  building  would 
furnish  the  measure,  but  if  not,  such  damages  are  recoverable  as 
will  put  the  party  in  as  good  a  condition  as  he  would  be  if  the 
injury  had  not  occurred.*  In  Charles  v.  Ranhin,  22  Miss.  (1 
Jones)  566,  the  rule  was  thus  laid  down  :  "  The  rule  of  damages 

'  Peyton  v.  The  Mavor  of  London,  9  Kempston  v.  Butler,  13  Jr.  C.  L.  516; 

B.  &  C.  736  ;  Richards  v.  Rose,  9  Ex.  Suffield  v.  Brown,  33  L.  J.  Ch.  249. 

218 ;  Partridge  «.   Scott,  7  M.  &  W.  *  Partridge  v.  Gilbert,  15  N.  T.  601 ; 

230.  Sherred  v.  Cisco,  4  Sandf.  (N.  Y.)480. 

«  Rawbotham  v.  Wilson,  8  E.  &  B.  *  McGuire  v.  Grant,  25  N.  J. 

123.  «  Shrieve  «.  Stokes,  8  B.  Monr.  (Ky.) 

,    3  Richards  v.  Rose,  9  Exchq.   218;  453;  Hide  «.  Thornborough  N.  P.,  2 

Peyton  v.  The  Mayor,  9  B.  &  C.  736  ;  Clark,  250. 
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should  be  the  amount  of  money  required  to  rebuild  the  plaintiff's 
house  as  it  was  before  the  fall ;  and  the  value  of  the  house 
thrown  down  and  the  time  necessarily  taken  to  rebuild  it,  with 
the  interest  on  those  amounts,  from  the  time  when  the  house 
fell  until  the  present  time."  When  the  buildings  are  occupied 
for  business  purposes  in  addition  to  the  actual  injury  to  the 
building,  fixtures  and  machinery,  a  recovery  may  be  had  for  the 
loss  of  the  profits  of  the  business  arising  from  the  injury.* 
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that  constitute  a  nuisance,  but  injuries  also  to  incorporeal  rights 
or  easements  are  equally  so. 

Thus  where  A  has  a  right  of  way  over  the  lands  of  B,  either 
by  grant,  prescription  or  necessity,  any  obstruction  thereof  is  a 
'  Hamer  v.  Knowles,  4  H.  &  N.  459. 
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nuisance,  and  A  can  bring  his  action  on  the  case  as  for  a  nuisance 
against  the  party  making  the  obstruction.  So  when  C  has  pur- 
chased of  D  a  lot  with  a  house  erected  thereon  upon  the  extremity 
of  the  lot  adjoining  another,  but  belonging  to  D,  with  windows 
or  a  door  opening  upon  the  land  of  D,  C  thereby  acquires  an 
easement  in  the  lot  of  D  adjoining,  to  the  extent  that  neither  D 
or  his  grantors  can  build  upon  the  adjoining  lot  so  as  to  shut  up 
either  his  windows  or  the  door.  The  law^  raises  an  implied  grant 
to  C  of  a  right  to  have  the  light  and  air  enter  those  windows 
without  obstruction,  and  a  right  of  ingress  and  egress  over  D's 
land  to  and  from  the  door,  and  any  interference  with  either  of 
those  rights,  is  a  nuisance,  precisely  as  much  as  though  the  injury 
was  to  a  corporeal  right.  So,  also,  where  A  and  B  have  mutual 
easement  in  a  party  wall  for  the  support  of  their  building,  any 
interference  therewith  by  either,  to  the  injury  of  the  other,  is  a 
nuisance,  and  while  the  method  of  creating  and  the  other  inci- 
dents connected  therewith  more  properly  come  within  the  prov- 
ince of  a  work  on  easements,  yet  for  the  better  understanding 
of  the  questions  of  nuisance  thereto,  and  for  the  greater  conven- 
ience of  persons  seeking  information  upon  the  question,  I  have 
deemed  it  expedient  to  trench  somewhat  upon  the  province  of 
writers  on  easement.  For  further  information  upon  the  question 
than  I  have  been  able  to  give  here,  the  reader  will  find  the  subject 
most  thoroughly  treated  in  Washburn  on  Easements,  under  the 
head  of  Party  Walls. 

Sec,  215.  By  the  civil  law  an  urban  servitude  was  recognized, 
on  the  part  of  adjoining  lot  owners,  to  fix  their  beams,  timbers 
and  other  supports  for  their  buildings,  in  the  walls  of  his  neigh- 
bor.' 

In  France  no  agreement  between  the  parties,  express  or  implied, 
is  necessary  to  enable  an  adjoining  owner  to  make  use  of  his 
neighbor's  wall  as  a  support  for  his  building,  even  though  the 
wall  is  built  entirely  upon  the  neighbor's  land,  but  at  its  extreme 
verge.  The  only  conditions  to  its  use  by  the  other  are,  first, 
that  the  wall  is  of  sufficient  dimension  and  capacity  to  afford  the 
support ;  and  secondly,  that  upon  its  use,  the  neighbor  shall  pay 
to  the  owner  a  fair,  ratable  proportion  of  the  expense  of  the  wall. 

'  Ayl  Pandects,  309,  D.  8,  23. 
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But  until  the  wall  is  applied  to  such  use  by  the  adjoining  owner, 
he  cannot  be  required  to  contribute  to  the  expense  of  its  con- 
struction or  maintenance.' 

But,  by  the  common  law,  party  walls  exist  only  by  virtue  of 
statutory  provisions,  grant  or  prescription.  If  one  lot  owner 
erects  a  building  upon  the  extremity  of  his  land,  the  walls  of 
which  are  entirely  within  his  own  domain,  an  adjoining  owner 
cannot  use  the  wall  to  support  his  timbers  without  i-endering 
himself  liable  as  a  trespasser.  But  if  he  fastens  his  timbers  in 
the  wall  by  the  consent  of  the  owner  and  maintains  them  there 
uninterruptedly  for  twenty  years,  or  the  usual  statutory  period,  the 
wall  becomes  charged  with  the  servitude  of  support  as  a  party 
wall,  and  to  that  extent  the  owner  loses  his  absolute  and  entire 
control  over  the  wall. 

Sec.  216.  This  is  true  not  only  of  the  foundation  wall,"  but  of 
the  entire  wall  of  the  building  abutting  upon  the  adjoining  prem- 
ises, so  far  as  it  is  made  use  of  by,  and  furnishes  support  for,  the 
building  of  the  adjoining  owner.  But  the  most  usual  and 
ordinary  method  of  creating  party  walls  is  where  the  owner  of 
adjoining  lots  erects  a  block  of  buildings  thereon,  the  walls  of 
each  part  of  the  block  mutually  supporting  each  other,  and  con- 
veys the  several  parts,  making  the  wall  the  dividing  line 
between  the  two. 

Sec.  217.  So,  too,  under  such  circumstances,  even  though  the 
wall  is  not  made  the  division  line,  a  conveyance  of  a  part  of  the 
block  in  the  usual  form  with  all  appurtenances  passes  an  ease- 
ment for  the  support  of  the  part  of  the  building  so  conveyed,* 
and  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  the  easement  would  pass, 
even  though  the  word  "  appurtenance  "  was  wholly  omitted  from 
the  conveyance. 

Sec.  218.  The  easement  is  open  and  apparent,  and  passes  as  an 
incident  to,  and  a  part  of  the  estate,  the  same  as  any  other  easement. 

^  3  Toullier,   Droit   Civil   Francais ;  Y.),  553 ;  Eno  v.  Del  Vecchio,  4  Duer 

5  Duraton,  Cours  de  Droit   Francais  ;  (N.  Y.),  53. 

Just.  2,  3,  4 ;  Washb.   on   Easements,        *  Eno  v.  Del  Vecchio,  6  Duer  (N.  Y.), 

581.  17 ;  Glen  v.  Davis,  35  Md.  208  ;  6  Am. 

*  Webster  v.   Stephens,  5  Duer  (N.  Rep.  389. 
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This  principle  has  been  frequently  recognized  and  adopted 
by  the  courts  both  of  this  country  and  England.  In  the  case  of 
the  United  States  v.  Ajpjpleton,  1  Sumn.  (U.  S.)  492,  this  doc- 
trine was  directly  held,  and  that  too  as  applicable  to  an  easement 
of  far  less  importance  than  the  easement  of  support  from  party 
walls.  In  that  case  it  appeared  that  in  1808,  a  block  of  buildings 
was  erected  in  Boston,  consisting  of  a  central  building  and  two 
wings,  with  a  piazza  extending  along  in  front  of  and  for  the 
entire  length  of  the  central  building,  with  doors  in  the  sides  of 
the  wings,  which  opened  on  and  swung  over  the  piazza,  the  upper 
part  of  which  doors  had  glass  in  them  and  were  used  as  windows. 
In  1811  the  two  wings  were  conveyed  to  different  persons,  no 
mention  being  made  in  the  conveyance  of  the  doors  opening  upon 
the  piazza.  In  1816  the  central  building  was  sold  and  conveyed 
to  the  United  States.  The  government  claimed  the  right  to 
erect  a  building  to  cover  their  entire  lot,  which  would  close  up 
the  doors  of  the  wings,  but  the  court  held  that  the  use  of  these 
doors  and  windows  passed  as  appurtenances,  and  that  too  without 
any  reference  to  the  length  of  time  they  had  been  used. 

Sec.  219.  In  Thayer  v.  Payne  {^  Cush.  [Mass.]  327),  the  plain- 
tiff and  defendant  were  the  owners  of  adjoining  lots.  The  defend- 
ant derived  his  title  from  the  plaintiff.  When  the  plaintiff  con- 
veyed to  the  defendant  there  was  a  drain  extending  from  the  de- 
fendant's cellar  through  the  lands  of  the  plaintiff  and  discharging 
itself  through  an  outlet  beyond.  The  drain  was  not  referred  to 
in  the  deed.  The  drain  getting  choked  up  and  out  of  repair,  the 
defendant  entered  upon  the  plaintiff's  premises  to  repair  the  same. 
For  this  entry  the  action  was  brought.  In  the  deed  from  Thayer 
to  the  defendant  there  was  a  clause  as  follows :  "  To  have  and  to 
hold  the  afore-granted  premises  with  the  privileges  and  appurte- 
nances thereto  belonging  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  thereof  by 
the  said  Thayer  and  French."  The  drain  was  not  constructed  at 
the  time  of  the  conveyance  to  Thayer  and  French,  but  was  made 
by  the  plaintiff  afterward,  and  therefore  was  not  embraced  within 
the  express  provisions  of  the  granting  clause  of  the  deed.  But 
it  was  in  existence  and  use  at  the  time  when  the  premises  were 
conveyed  to  the  defendant,  and  this  being  so,  the  court  held  that 
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it  passed  as  an  easement  connected  with  and  appurtenant  to  the 
premises,  even  though  the  word  "appurtenance"  had  not  been 
used  in  the  conveyance.  There  are  a  multitude  of  cases  in 
which  this  doctrine  is  held  both  by  the  courts  of  this  country  and 
England,  but  we  have  not  the  space,  neither  is  there  a  necessity 
to  refer  to  them  here.* 

Sec.  220.  Where  adjoining  lot  owners,  by  agreement,  construct 
a  wall  partly  on  each  lot  for  the  mutual  support  of  their  build- 
ings, if  the  wall  is  so  used  by  them  for  the  period  of  twenty 
years,  it  becomes  a  "  party  wall "  within  the  legal  meaning  of  the 
term,  and  subject  to  all  the  legal  incidents  applicable  thereto." 
And  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  the  same  is  true,  where  two 
persons,  by  agreement,  erect  a  wall  thus  and  put  up  their  build- 
ings, mutually  depending  upon  each  other  for  support,  so  that 
even  though  twenty  years  have  not  elapsed,  either  would  be 
equitably  estopped  by  the  agreement  and  the  acts  done  in  pur- 
suance of,  and  reliance  on  it,  from  interfering  therewith  to  the 
injury  of  the  other,  so  long  as  the  wall  remains  in  a  sound  con- 
dition.' 

Sec.  221.  A  party  wall,  in  its  ordinary  legal  import,  signifies  a 
dividing  wall  between  two  buildings  belonging  to  different 
owners,  to  be  used  equally  by  them  for  the  mutual  support  of 
their  respective  buildings.* 

This  easement  can  only  be  created  by  grant,  statute  or  pre- 
scription. Where  it  is  created  by  grant  or  statute  it  can  only 
be  used  in  the  manner  therein  designated,  and  any  other  or  dif- 
ferent use  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  other  owner,  and 
actionable." 


'  Nicholas  v.  Chamberlain,  Cro.  Jac. 
121  ;  Robbins-p.  Barnes,  Hob.  131;  New 
Ipswich  Factory  v.  Batchelder,  3  N.  H. 
190 ;  Cox  V.  Matthews,  Ventris,  237  ; 
Pyer  v.  Carter,  1  H.  &  N.  916  ;  Hills  v. 
Miller,  3  Paige's  Ch.  (N.T.)  254  ;  Alston 
V.  Grant,  3  E.  &  B.  128  ;  Suffield  v. 
Brown,  10  Jurist  (N.  S.),  Ill ;  Nichols 
V.  Luce,  24  Pick.  (Mass.)  102  ;  Perrin  v. 
Garfield,  37  Vt.  312;  Hathorn  v.  Stin- 
son,  10  Me.  224  ;  Baliss  v.  Kennedy,  43 
111.  71;  Strickler  v.  Todd,  10  S.  &  R. 
(Penn.)  63  ;  Lampmau  v.  Milks,  21  N. 
T.  509. 


'  Webster  v.  Stephens,  5  Duer  (N. 
T.),  553  ;  Eno  v.  Del  Vecchio,4  id.  53  ; 
Vollmer's  Appeal,  61  Penn.  118  ;  Bur- 
ton V.  Moffatt,  3  Oregon,  29. 

3  Potter  D.White,  6  Bos.  Sup.  Ct.  (N. 
T.)  644 ;  Maxwell  v.  The  East  River 
Bank,  3  Bos.  (N.  Y.)  124  ;  Brooks  v. 
Curtiss,  4  Lans.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  283  ;  Affd 
Ct.  of  App.,50N.  Y.  601. 

*  Fetteretch  v .  Leanies,  9  Bos.  S.  C. 
(N.  Y.)  510. 

5  List  V.  Hornbrook,  2  W.  Va.  346  ; 
Fetteretch  «.  Leames,  supra  ;  Washb. 
on  Easements,  579. 
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The  mere  fact  that  a  wall  has  been  built  partly  upon  two 
adjoining  lots  and  is  used  by  both,  does  not  make  it  a  party  wall,* 
nor  does  the  fact  that  an  adjoining  owner  has  inserted  the  tim- 
bers of  his  building  into  the  walls  of  the  other  owner,  without 
permission,  give  him  any  right  to  the  support  of  the  wall,  even 
though  done  without  objection,  unless  there  has  been  an  express 
and  unequivocal  ratification  of  the  act,  or  it  has  been  continued 
for  the  statutory  period.* 

Sec.  222.  As  has  previously  been  stated,  the  right  to  support 
from  party  walls  extends  to  all  that  portion  of  the  partition  wall 
which  is  used  by,  and  is  necessary  for  the  support  of,  either  build- 
ing.    So,  too,  a  condition  of  things  may  arise  by  grant  where  the 
entire  walls  of  a  building  may  become  party  walls  and  charged 
with  the  servitude  of  support.     This  state  of  things  arises  where 
different  stories  of  a  building  have  been   conveyed  to  different 
parties  either  by  lease  or  deed.     As  where  A  owns  the  basement, 
B   the  second  story  and  C  the  third  story  of  the  same  build- 
ing, A's  part  of  the  tenement  is  charged  with  the  servitude  of 
support  for  the  part  owned  by  B  and  C,  and  the  portions  owned 
by  A  and  B  are  charged  with  the  servitude  of  support  for  C's 
part,  and  neither  can  interfere  with   the  walls,  so  as  in  any  wise 
to  injure  or  impair  the  rights  of  either  of  the  others,  except  sub- 
ject to  the  conditions  and  liabilities  created  by  the  law  and  applied 
to  party  walls,  which  will  be  defined  hereafter.*     The  case  last 
named  is  a  condition  of  things  often  existing,  but  which  presents 
the  novel  spectacle  of  a  conveyance  of  land,  when  no  land  is 
conveyed,  but  rather  a  right  of  dominion  over  the  space  above 
the  land,  which,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  is  a  part  of  the  freehold. 
When  the  grant  makes  no  provision  for  rebuilding  the  structure 
conveyed  upon  its  destruction,  where  the  conveyance  is  in  fee, 
novel  and  diflScult  questions  might  arise  as  to  the  rights  of  B  and 
0  in  case  either  of  them  should  desire  to  rebuild,  and  A  refuses 
to  do  so. 

'  Roberts  v.  Wliite,  3  Rob.  (N.  T.  Ottumwa  Lodge  v.  Lewis,  34  Iowa,  67 

Sup.  Ct.)  425.  Anonymous,  11  Modern,  7;  Humphries 

«  McConnell  «.  Kibbee,  33   IlL  175  ;  t).  Brogden,  12  Q.  B.  739 ;  Smart «.  Mot> 

For  the  law  controlling  this  class  of  ton,  5  E.  &  B.  30  ;   Calvert  v.  Aldrich, 

cases,  see  Cheeseborough  v.  Green,  10  99  >Iass.   74 ;    Winton   v.  Cornish,  5 

Conn.   318 ;  Loring  v.  Bacon,  4  Mass.  Ohio,  477 ;    Stockwell  D.  Hunter,  11 

575 ;  Graves  v.  Berdan,  26  N.  Y.  501 ;  Mete.  (Mass.)  445. 
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Sec.  223.  Where  party  walls  are  erected  by  one  of  two  adjoin- 
ing lot  owners,  the  wall  resting  upon  the  lands  of  both,  there  is 
no  obligation  at  common  law  on  the  part  of  the  other  owner  to 
contribute  toward  the  expense  of  the  construction  of  the  wall, 
when  he  subsequently  uses  it  as  a  support  for  a  building  erected 
by  him.  This  doctrine  rests  upon  the  principle  that  the  land 
owner  is  to  be  his  own  judge  as  to  what  disposition  he  will  make 
of,  or  what  erections  he  will  make  upon,  his  land,  and  that  he  is 
not  to  be  benefited  without  his  own  request  or  sanction.' 

But  where  two  adjoining  owners  have  erected  a  party  wall  at 
their  joint  expense,  and  have  applied  it  to  their  joint  benefit,  each 
is  bound  to  contribute  ratably  toward  the  expense  of  its  necessary 
repair.  But  if  the  wall  has  become  ruinous  and  fallen  into  decay, 
or  is  destroyed  by  fire  or  other  cause,  no  liability  exists  on  the 
part  of  either  owner  to  contribute  toward  the  construction 
of  a  new  wall,  if  he  has  no  present  use  therefor,  even  though 
he  subsequently  makes  use  of  the  wall  by  building  thereon." 
The  owners  of  a  party  wall  are  not  regarded  as  tenants  in  com- 
mon of  the  land  or  of  the  wall,  but  each  owns  his  share  in  sev- 
eralty.' But  where  the  buildings  upon  the  two  lots  are  still 
standing,  if  the  wall  gets  out  of  repair,  each  owner  is  bound  to 
contribute  to  its  repair,  and  so  if  the  wall  becomes  ruinous  or 
falls  into  such  a  state  of  decay  as  to  render  a  new  wall  necessary, 
it  has  been  held  that  the  obligation  to  contribute  to  the  construc- 
tion exists  to  such  an  extent,  that  if  one  owner  rebuilds  it  even 
against  the  remonstrance  of  the  other  he  will  be  entitled  to  be 
reimbursed  by  the  other  to  the  extent  of  the  expense  of  restor- 
ing a  wall  of  equal  dimensions,  and  of  the  same  quality  of 
materials  of  the  old  wall,  but  not  for  additional  expense  by 
building  a  larger  wall  or  of  more  expensive  materials.*  But  this 
liability  does  not  exist  except  where  there  is  a  real  necessity  for 
repairs,  or  a  new  wall,  and  never  when  the  expense  is  incurred 
merely  to  suit  the  convenience,  or  to  serve  the  capricious  ends  of 

'  Moore  v.  Cable.  1  Johns.  Ch.  (N.Y.)  480 ;  Glen  v.  Davis,  35  Md.  208 ;  6  Am. 

385 ;   Gillett  v.  Maynard,  5  Jolins.  85  ;  Rep.  389. 

Dewev  «.  Osborn,  4  Cow.  (N.Y.)  329;  'Watt  v.   Hawkins.    5    Sandf.  20; 

Erwin  v.  Olmstead,  7  id.  229;  Sherred  Brooks  v.  Curtis,  50  N.  Y.  639  ;  Part- 

«.  Cisco,  4  Sandf.  (N.  Y.)  480;   Abra-  ridge  v.  Gilbert,  15  id.  601. 

hams  -y.  Krautler,  24  Mo.  69.  *  Campbell  v.  Hosier,  4  Johns   Ch. 

»  Sherred  v.  Cisco,  4  Sandf.  (N.  Y.)  (N.  Y.)  334;  Floramer  v.  Mailtott,  23 

Iowa,  114. 
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one  of  the  owners,  or  when  the  adjoining  owner  has  no  farther 
use  for  the  wall,  nor,  it  seems,  when  the  wall  has  become  so  ruin- 
ous as  to  serve  no  useful  end.  Indeed,  the  doctrine  of  Camphell 
V.  Mesier^  so  far  as  relates  to  contribution  toward  a  new  wall,  has 
been  doubted  and  virtually  overruled  in  Sherrod  v.  GisGo^  and 
Partridge  v.  Gilbcrt^"^  and  in  the  latter  case,  the  doctrine  which 
seems  more  consistent  with  reason  and  the  nature  of  the  ease- 
ment, is  held,  that  the  easement  in  a  party  wall  ceases  when  the 
wall  falls  into  such  a  ruinous  condition  as  to  serve  no  useful  pur- 
pose except  by  being  replaced  by  a  new  one,  and  that  neither 
owner  has  a  right  by  the  common  law,  against  the  remonstrance 
of  the  other,  to  rebuild  the  wall  and  claim  contribution  therefor.* 
The  easement  ends  with  the  destruction  of  that  in  which  it 
existed,  and  in  the  absence  of  a  binding  covenant  between  the 
parties  or  running  with  the  land,  neither  party  can  be  compelled 
to  rebuild  it,  or  to  contribute  toward  the  expense  thereof  if  it  is 
rebuilt  by  the  other.*  When  the  wall  becomes  ruinous  and  in 
such  a  state  of  decay  as  to  be  virtually  a  nuisance,  the  easement 
is  ended,  and,  while  either  party  may  rebuild  at  his  own  expense, 
he  cannot  compel  the  other  party  to  contribute  thereto." 

Sec.  224.  Where  two  adjoining  owners  enter  into  an  agreement 
by  which  one  of  them  erects  a  party  wall  resting  upon  the  land 
of  each,  and  erects  a  building  thereon,  under  a  promise  from  the 
other  owner  that  whenever  he  uses  the  wall  by  the  erection  of  a 
building  thereon,  he  will  pay  one-half  of  the  expense  of  the  con- 
struction, this  is  not  a  covenant  running  with  the  land,  and  will 
not  be  binding  upon,  nor  can  it  be  enforced  against  a  grantee  of 
the  adjoining  lot  in  favor  of  the  grantee  of  the  builder  of  the 
wall,  even  though  he  uses  the  wall  as  a  support  for  a  building 
erected  by  him  after  his  purchase  of  the  premises.  The  henefit 
of  a  covenant  passes  with  the  land  to  which  it  is  incident,  but 
the  liability  imposed  by  the  covenant  is  confined  to  the  original 
covenantor,  unless  a  privity  of  interest  between  him  and  the 

1  Sherred  v.  Cisco,  4  Sandf.  (N.  T.  Rep.   389 ;   Pentz  v.  Brown,  5   N.  T. 

Sup   Ct  )  480.  Leg.  Obs.  19 ;   Webster  v.  Stevens,  5 

*  Partridges.  Gilbert,  15  N.  Y.  601.  Duer  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.),  553;  Daniel  v. 

3  Partridge  v.  Gilbert,  15  N.  Y.  601  ;  North,  11  East,  373 ;  Partridge  v.  Gil- 

Sherred  v.  Cisco,  4  Sandf.  480.  bert,  15  N.  Y.  601. 

•*  Glen  V.  Davis,  35  Md.  308  ;  6  Am.  ^  See  cases  cited  in  note  4. 
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covenantee  exists  or  is  created  at  tlie  time  when  the  covenant  is 
made.  Such  a  covenant  is  personal  to  the  builder,  and  does 
not  pass  by  grant.* 

Sec.  225.  In  a  recent  case  in  the  commission  of  appeals  of  the 
State  of  New  York  {Cole  v.  Curtis,  5i  N.  Y.  444),  this  very  ques- 
tion was  decided.  In  that  case  it  appeared  that  in  1861  the  grantor 
of  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  being  the  owners  of  adjoining  lots 
in  the  city  of  Brooklyn  entered  into  an  agreement  in  writing,  by 
which  it  was  agreed  that  the  p]aintiff''s  grantor  should  erect  the 
western  wall  of  a  building  that  he  was  about  to  put  up  on  his  lot,  as 
a  party  wall  resting  partly  upon  the  land  of  each.  This  agreement 
was  recorded,  and  the  plaintiff's  grantor  erected  the  party  wall 
and  building  in  question,  and  subsequently  conveyed  it  to  the 
plaintiff".  After  various  conveyances,  the  adjoining  lot  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  defendant,  who  erected  a  building  upon  it, 
using  the  party  wall  in  question.  Declining  to  reimburse  the 
plaintiff'  for  one-half  the  expenses  of  the  wall  according  to  the 
agreement  between  their  respective  grantors,  this  suit  was  brought. 
But  the  court  held  that  no  recovery  could  be  had,  even  though 
the  defendant  had  constructive  notice  of  the  agreement  made  by 
his  grantor  with  the  grantor  of  the  plaintiff. 

Sec.  226.  In  Pennsylvania  where  there  is  a  special  statute 
providing  that  "the  first  builder  shall  be  reimbursed  for  one 
moiety  of  the  charge  of  the  party  wall,  or  for  so  much  as  the 
next  builder  shall  use  before  he  breaks  into  the  wall,"  it  was  held 
in  the  cases  referred  to  in  the  previous  note,  that  this  right  to 
compensation  was  a  mere  chose  in  action,  and  did  not  pass 
from  the  first  builder  by  his  grant  of  the  land,  and  that  his 
grantee  could  not  enforce  it  either  at  law  or  in  equity. 

A  similar  doctrine  is  held  in  West  Yirginia."  But  in  Ohio  it 
is  held  that  such  an  agreement,  although  not  under  seal,  will  be 
recognized  in  equity  as  a  covenant  running  with  the  land.^     But 

'  Hurd  V.   Curtis,   19   Pick.  (Mass.)  Drew,  10  id.  219 ;  Hart  v.  Kurcher,  5 

459  ;  Black  v.  Isham,  16  Am.  Law  Reg.  S.  &  R.  (Penn.)  1. 

(Ind.)  8 ;  Keppell  v.  Bailey,  3  Myl.  &  «  List  «.  Hornbrook,  3  W.  Va.  346 ; 

K.  517  ;  Cole  v.  Hughes,  54  N.  T.  444 ;  Lester  v.  Barron,  40  Barb.  (N.  T.  S.  C.) 

Todd   V.   Stokes,    10    Penn.    St.   155;  397. 

Davids  v.  Harris,  9  id.  503 ;  Gilbert  v.  *  Piatt  v.  Eggleston,  20  Ohio  St.  414 
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where  the  covenant  is  under  seal,  and  includes  the  heirs  and 
assigns  of  the  covenantor,  it  is  held  that  this  creates  a  liability  in 
favor  of  the  grantee  of  the  covenantee,  to  contribute  whenever 
he  uses  the  wall.'  But  in  any  event,  such  a  covenant  is  obliga- 
tory upon  the  parties  thereto,  and  binds  either  party  to  pay  to 
the  other  one-half  the  expense  of  the  wall  when  put  to  a  bene- 
ficial use.' 

Sec.  227.  But  in  some  of  the  States,  particularly  in  the  large 
cities  of  the  country,  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  parties  in  refer- 
ence to  party  walls  is  regulated  by  statute.  This  is  the  case  in 
Pennsylvania,  Iowa,  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn, 
and  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  many  other  of  the  large 
cities.  In  the  case  of  Miller  v.  Elliott^  5  Cranch  (C.  0.  U.  S.), 
543,  decided  in  1839,  the  court  held  that  assumpsit  could  be  main- 
tained by  an  adjacent  lot  owner  against  his  neighbor  for  one-half 
the  expense  of  building  a  party  wall  between  their  lots.  That  the 
action  could  be  upheld  by  the  implied  promise  which  arises  from 
the  fact  that  there  is,  by  law,  a  condition  annexed  to  the  title  of 
every  house  lot  in  the  city  of  Washington,  that  where  any  lot 
owner  builds  a  partition  wall  between  himself  and  his  neighbor, 
he  shall  lay  one-half  of  it  upon  his  neighbor's  land,  and  that  when 
the  neighbor  uses  the  wall,  he  shall  pay  to  the  first  builder  a 
moiety  of  the  expense  of  such  part  as  he  shall  use.' 

Sec.  228.  Having  ascertained  what  constitutes  a  party  wall,  it 
now  becomes  important  to  ascertain  what  interest  each  owner 
has  in  the  wall,  how  each  may  use  it,  and  what  rights  and  liabili- 
ties exist  in  relation  thereto. 

1  Brown  v.  Pentz,  Ct.  of  App.,  11  N.  Oregon,  29  ;  Wickersham  v.  Orr,  9 
Y.  Leg.  Obs.  24 ;  Burlock  v.  Peck,  2  Iowa,  253  ;  Costa  «.  Whitehead,  20  La. 
Duer  (N.  Y.  S.  C),  90;  Maine  v.  Cum-  An.  341 ;  Auch  «.  Labouisse,  20  id.  553  ; 
ston,  98  Mass.  317.  Hunt  «.  Harris,  19  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  13. 

2  Keteltas  ■».  Penfield,  4  E.  D.  Smith  ^  Cutter  -».  Wilson,  3  Allen  (Mass.), 
(C.  P.  N.  Y.),  122  ;  Wegman  -y.  Ringold,  196  ;  Wickersham  -y.  Orr,  9  Iowa,  253 ; 
1  Bradf.  (N.  Y.)  52  ;  Gills  «.  Dogro,  1  Rice  v.  Roberts,  24  Wis.  461  ;  Mason's 
Duer  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.),  331 ;  Thompson  Appeal,  70  Penn.  St.  76  ;  Piatt  v.  Eg 
■».  Curtis,  28  Iowa,  232;  Ploramer  ■».  gleston,  20  Ohio  St.  414;  Burton  «. 
Mailtott,  22  id.  114;  Mason's  Ap-  Moffatt,  3  Oregon,  29;  Floramer  ». 
peal,  70  Penn.  St.  76;  Cutter  'o.  Wil-  Mailtott,  22  Iowa,  114;  Thompson  »• 
Bon,  B  Allen  (Mass.),  196 ;  Rill  t).  Rob-  Curtis,  28  id.  227. 

erts,  24  Wis.  461 ;  Burton  v.  Moffatt,  3 
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The  interest  of  each  party  in  the  party  wall  is  both  joint  and 
several ;  several  to  the  extent  that  they  are  not  tenants  in  com- 
mon of  the  wall,  but  each  severally  owns  his  part  thereof,  and 
joint  to  the  extent  of  the  easement  of  support  which  each  is  en- 
titled to  for  the  walls  and  Building  of  the  other,  so  long  as  they 
are  capable  of  yielding  this  support.*  In  the  case  of  Brooks  v. 
Curtis,  this  question  of  interest  in  a  party  wall  came  before  the 
court,  and  upon  this  point,  Eapallo,  J.,  said :  "  Although  land 
covered  by  a  party  wall  remains  the  several  property  of  the 
owner  of  each  half,  yet  the  title  of  each  owner  is  qualified  by 
the  easement  to  which  the  other  is  entitled."  In  Partridge  v. 
Gilbert,^  Denio,  J.,  in  defining  the  interest  of  adjoining  owners 
in  a  party  wall,  says :  "  Each  had  a  title  to  the  soil  to  the  division 
line,  which  was  the  center  of  the  wall  or  arch ;  but  this  title  was 
qualified  by  the  easement  which  each  owner  had  of  supporting 
his  buildings  by  the  common  wall." 

In  Brown  v.  Pentz^  McCoun,  J.,  said  :  "  Such  a  wall  stand- 
ing partly  on  the  land  of  the  other  does  not,  it  is  true,  constitute 
a  tenancy  in  common  hetween  them,  because  each  owns  in  sever- 
alty to  the  dividing  line  of  their  respective  lots,  and,  therefore, 
each  of  the  house  owners  has  a  separate  property  in  a  moiety  of 
the  party  wall,  and  an  easement  for  the  support  of  his  house  in 
the  other  moiety P 

There  is  no  question  but  that  the  parties  may,  by  the'  terms  of 
their  respective  grants,  be  made  tenants  in  common  of  the  wall ; 
but  such  a  condition  of  things  will  rarely  arise  in  practice. 


Sec.  229.  Having  ascertained  the  interest  of  each  party  in  the 
wall,  it  is  now  important  to  know  how  long  the  easement  endures. 
It  is  laid  down  in  many  of  the  modern  cases  that  the  easement  of 
support  from  party  walls  exists  so  long  as  the  wall  remains  in  a 


1  Brooks  «.  Curtis,  50  N.  T.  639; 
Watts  v.  Hawkins,  6  Taunt.  20 ;  Dow- 
ling  -y.  Haning,  30  Md.  179  ;  Marvin  v. 
Jolinson,  31  Iowa,  46;  Greenwald  «. 
Kappes,  31  Md.  216. 

2  Partridge  v.  Gilbert,  15  N.  Y.  601 ; 
Price  «.  McConnell,  27  111.  255  ;  Dun- 
can ».  Hanbert,  2  Brewster  (Penn.),  362  ; 
Greenwald  ®.  Kappes,  31  Md.  216; 
Ridgwaj  «.  Vose,  3  Allen  (Mass.),  180 ; 

28 


Sauer  -o.  Monroe,  20  Penn.   St.  219 ; 
Dowling  -0.  Hemings,20  Md.  179. 

*  Brown  ■».  Pentz,  Ct.  of  App.,  2  N. 
Y.  Leg.  Obs.  24 ;  See,  also,  Eno  ».  Del 
Vecchio,  4  Duer  (N.  Y.),  53 ;  Bradbee 
«.  Christ's  Hospital,  4  M.  &  G.  714; 
Caliitt  V.  Porter,  8  B.  &  C.  257  ;  Sherred 
«.  asco,  4  Sandf.  (N.  Y.)  480  ;  Glen  v. 
Davis,  35  Md.  208 ;  6  Am.  Rep.  389. 
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sound  condition  and  capable  of  safely  bearing  the  burdens 
imposed  ;  but  that  where  it  falls  into  decay,  and  becomes  ruinous 
or  unsafe,  the  easement  is  ended  and  the  parties  are  remitted  to 
their  original  rights  the  same  as  though  no  party  wall  had  ex- 
isted/ But  this  depends  very  much  upon  the  circumstances  and 
conditions  under  which  the  right  was  acquired.  If  the  easement 
is  acquired  by  grant,  the  language  of  the  grant  and  the  evident 
intention  of  the  grantor  must  control  its  duration.  If  by  statute, 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  control  it,  and  if  by  prescription  the 
user  and  its  incidents.  The  wall  'may  become  ruinous  and  use- 
less, and  beyond  the  reach  of  repair,  but  the  question  behind  that 
is,  what  interest,  if  any,  is  left  in  either  party  in  the  other's  soil 
for  the  purposes  of  support  for  a  new  wall  in  case  either  should 
desire  to  rebuild  it.  In  other  words,  when  the  wall  ceases  to 
serve  a  useful  purpose,  has  either  owner  a  right  to  replace  it  with 
a  new  wall  upon  the  old  site  without  the  consent  of  the  other  ? 
There  are  no  cases  that  seem  directly  to  decide  this  question. 

Sec.  230.  In  Campbell  v.  Messier,  4  Johns.  Oh.  (N.Y.)  334,  the 
question  came  up  as  to  the  right  of  a  party  rebuilding  an  ancient 
wall  between  two  houses  to  compel  the  other  owner  to  contribute 
toward  the  expense  of  the  new  wall,  and  the  court  held  that  the 
right  could  be  enforced.  It  is  time  that  in  that  case  the  old  wall 
was  taken  down  and  a  new  one  built  upon  the  old  site,  but  the 
other's  house  w^as  left  without  support  by  the  taking  down  of  the 
wall,  and  the  easement  was  actively  employed  in  affording  sup- 
port to  the  building.  The  plaintiff  having  taken  away  the 
support  was,  perhaps,  bound  to  restore  it  by  another  wall. 
However  that  may  be,  the  question  as  to  the  plaintiff''8  right  or 
duty  in  that  respect  was  not  raised  or  decided  in  the  case.  In 
fact,  in  that  case  the  rebuilding  of  the  wall  was  regarded  more  in 
the  light  of  a  repair  than  otherwise,  and  was  undoubtedly  so 
regarded  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  one  of  the  build- 
ings still  standing,  and  entitled  to  support  from  the  common  wall. 
The  easement  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  ended  in  that  case, 
nor,  indeed,  can  it  be  in  any  case,  unless  the  decay  and  incapacity 

1  Partridge  v.  Gilbert,  15  N.  T.  601 ;    13 ;  Glen  v.  Davis,  35  Md.  208 ;  Dowl- 
But  see  Hunt  ■».  Harris,  19  C,  B.  (N.  S.)    ing  v.  Hemings,  20  id.  179. 
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of  the  wall  is  full  and  complete  as  to  every  part  of  the  wall  in 
which  the  easement  exists.  So  long  as  it  is  in  part  useful,  there 
can  be  no  question  but  that  either  owner  might,  in  a  proper 
manner,  restore  the  wall  to  its  original  efficiency  by  repairs,  for 
the  easement  has  not  lapsed.*  If,  in  that  case,  there  had  been  no 
building  on  the  adjoining  lot,  so  that  the  easement  was  not 
actively  employed  by  the  other  owner,  a  far  different  question 
would  have  been  presented ;  but,  from  the  general  current  of  the 
authorities,  I  think  the  plaintiff  in  this  case  would  not  have  had 
the  right  to  rebuild  the  wall  upon  the  old  site,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  other  owner.  The  easement  acquired  by  prescription 
in  such  a  case  is  not  perpetual,  and  in  the  very  nature  of  things 
could  not  be.  It  is  simply  a  right  or  privilege  to  have  the  par- 
ticular building  supported  by  a  wall  resting  in  part  upon  the 
other's  land.  When  the  waU  falls  into  decay  and  ceases  to  furnish 
support,  and  the  building  is  taken  down,  the  easement  is  at  an 
end,  and  the  parties  are  remitted  to  their  original  rights,  and 
stand  in  the  same  position  as  though  no  building  had  ever  been 
erected  and  no  wall  built.'  In  the  language  of  Denio,  J.,  in 
Partridge  v.  Gilhert,  15  X,  T.  601,  "I  do  not  perceive  any  solid 
distinction  between  a  total  destruction  of  the  wall  and  buildings, 
and  a  state  of  things  which  should  require  the  whole  to  be  built 
from  the  foundation.  In  either  case  there  is  great  force  in  say- 
ing that  the  mutual  easements  ha/oe  hecome  inapplicable,  and  each 
proprietor  may  build  as  he  pleases  upon  his  own  land  without 
any  ohliyation  to  accommodate  the  other." 

Sec.  231.  In  Sherred  v.  Cisco,  4  Sandf.  (N.Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  480,  this 
question  was  somewhat  considered  by  Sandfokd,  J.,  and  his  re- 
marks upon  that  point  are  entitled  to  great  weight,  as  expressive  of 
the  opinion  of  a  judge  of  large  experience  and  eminent  legal  attain- 
ments. In  that  case  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  were  the  owners 
of  adjoining  lots  in  the  city  of  ISI^ew  York  with  a  party  wall 
between  their  buildings  and  used  for  their  mutual  support.  The 
buildings  and  party  wall  were  wholly  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the 

»  Partridge  c.  Gilbert,  15  N.  T.  601  ;        *  Partridge  v.  Gilbert,  15  N.  T.  001 ; 
Eno  v.  Del  Vecchio,  4  Duer  (X.  T.),     Dowling  v.  Hemmings,  20  Md.  179. 
53 ;  Glen  v.  Davis,  35  Md.  208 ;  6  Am. 
Rep.  389. 
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plaintiff  rebuilt  the  same  upon  the  old  site,  and  this  suit  was 
brought  to  compel  him  to  contribute  toward  the  expense  of  the 
wall.  The  court  held  that  the  defendant  could  not  be  compelled 
to  contribute  even  though  he  had  made  use  of  the  wall.  In 
disposing  of  the  question  the  judge  said  :  "  Suppose  the  defend- 
ant had  said  on  being  requested  to  join  in  the  party  wall,  I 
bought  this  lot  at  a  public  sale  without  notice  of  any  such  right 
as  you  claim,  and  my  recorded  title  shows  nothing  of  this  kind. 
Would  not  this  have  been  a  conclusive  answer  to  this  request? 
Suppose  further,  that  on  assuming  to  build  the  new  party  wall 
the  defendant  had  forbid  the  plaintiff  to  put  any  part  of  it  on 
her  land,  could  he  not  have  maintained  trespass  every  day  against 
her  workmen  while  building  it,  and  when  completed,  could 
he  not  by  ejectment  have  compelled  her  to  take  it  down  ? 
It  seems  to  us  that  this  question  must  be  answered  in  the 
affirmative."  The  easement  is  ended  by  the  destruction  of  the 
wall  and  buildings,  and  it  cannot  be  replaced  upon  the  old  site, 
unless  by  grant  or  statute  provision  is  made  therefor,  or  the  party 
by  adverse  user  has  acquired  a  prescriptive  right  to  do  so,  which 
cannot  be  the  case  where  the  wall  has  been  used  by  both  parties. 
But  where  either  building  is  left  standing,  needing  support,  it 
may  be  replaced  and  will  be  treated  as  a  repair.'  It  will,  of 
course,  be  understood  that  where  a  wall  has  been  built  partly  upon 
the  land  of  another,  and  is  occupied  bj"  the  builder  alone,  adversely 
for  the  statutory  period,  he  acquires  an  absolute  title  to  the  land 
covered  by  the  wall.  A  wall  built  under  such  circumstances  is, 
in  no  sense,  a  party  wall. 

Sec.  232.  The  rights  of  parties  in  and  their  control  over  party 
walls  have  not  been  definitely  settled  by  the  courts  of  this 
country,  but  it  may  be  said  that  each  owner  has  a  i-ight  to  use 
the  wall  for  the  support  of  his  buildings,  in  any  manner  that  does 
not  interfere  with  a  like  use  by  the  other,  and  that  does  not  in- 
juriously affect  the  other.     The  use  must  be  reasonable,  and  such 

'Brooks  V.  Curtis,  50    N.   Y.  640;  «.  Penfold,  4  E.  D.  Smith  (N.  Y.  C.  P.), 

Huttemier  v.  Albro,  18  id.  48 ;  Part-  123  ;  Rogers  v.  Sinsheimer,  50  N.  Y. 

ridge  v.  Gilbert,  15  id.  601  ;  Fetteretch  646  ;  Brondage   v.  Warner,  2  Hill  (N. 

V.  Leamey,  9  Bosw.  (N.  Y.)  510  ;  Hen-  Y.),  145. 
drick-o.  Starks,  37  N.  Y.  106  ;  Ketteltas 
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as  is  consistent  with  the  evident  object,  purpose  and  extent  of  the 
easement,  and  the  question  as  to  what  is  reasonable  is  to  be  deter- 
mined from  the  capacity  of  the  wall,  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  built  and  its  condition.  The  rights  of  the  parties  are  mutual 
and  are  to  be  measured  by  their  use  and  reasonable  necessities, 
and  any  act  of  one  party  that  injuriously  aifects  the  other  is  a 
nuisance,  and  actionable  as  such.  Thus,  when  the  wall  is  erected 
and  buildings  are  erected  upon  both  lots,  neither  party  can  inter 
fere  with  the  wall  except  at  his  peril.  If  he  raises  his  side  of  the 
wall  or  pares  it,  or  makes  any  changes  therein,  for  his  own  con- 
venience merely,  no  degree  of  care  or  skill  observed  by  him  will 
shield  him  from  liability  to  the  other  owner,  if  his  rights  are  im- 
paired or  his  property  injured  thereby.'  He  may  do  what  he 
can  with  the  wall  to  serve  his  individual  necessities,  as  to  lower 
it,  sink  it,  or  raise  it,"  if  he  can  do  so  without  injury  to  the  other, 
but  if,  from  such  use  or  interference  by  him,  injury  results  to  the 
other  owner,  he  is  liable  absolutely  for  the  consequences  irrespec- 
tive of  the  degree  of  care  or  skill  exercised  by  him  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  work.  But  when  repairs  in  the  wall  are  rendered 
necessary,  or  when  the  walls  fall  into  a  state  of  decay  so  that  it 
becomes  necessary  to  take  them  down  and  rebuild  them,  either 
party  has  a  right  to  do  so,  upon  reasonable  notice  to  the  other, 
using  such  care  and  skill  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  as  the 
circumstances  may  require.*  If  the  wall  has  fallen  into  such  a 
state  of  decay  as  to  serve  no  useful  end  in  affording  support,  he 
may  take  down  the  wall  and  replace  it,  or  he  may  take  it  down 
and  build  entirely  upon  his  own  lot,  as  his  taste,  convenience,  or 
necessity  may  dictate.  Thus  in  Partridge  v.  Gilbert,  it  appeared 
that  prior  to  the  year  1794,  Peter  Stuyvesant  owned  the  ground 
covered  by  both  stores,  which  was  a  lot  fifty-six  feet  on  the  north 
side  of  Courtland  street  and  extending  back  the  same  width  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  feet.  On  this  lot  he  had  erected  two 
brick  dwelling-houses  of  equal  dimensions,  adjoining  each  other, 
between  which  there  was  a  common  wall,  which  is  the  wall  in 


'  Webster  v.  Stevens,  5  Duer  (N.Y.), 
553  ;  Eno  v.  Del  Veccliio,  4  id.  53. 

^  Eno  V.  Del  Vecchio,  4  Duer  (N.  Y.), 
53. 

»  Partridge  «.  Gilbert,  15  N.  Y.  601  ; 


Dowling  •«.  Hemmings,  20  Md.  179; 
Richards  v.  Rose,  9  Exchq.  218 ;  Par- 
dessus  Traite  des  Servitudes,  251,  ed, 
1829  ;  Crawsbaw  v.  Sumner,  56  Mo 
517. 
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question.  The  wall  was  erected  upon  the  top  of  an  arch  extend- 
ing from  the  street  to  the  rear  of  the  houses.  It  was  of  brick, 
fifteen  feet  high  and  four  feet  wide,  and  was  made  for  the  com- 
mon use  of  the  two  dwellings,  for  the  purpose  of  a  passage  from 
the  street  to  the  yard  in  the  rear.  In  1796,  W.  L.  Smith  was 
the  owner  of  the  whole  of  the  premises  by  title  derived  from 
Stuyvesant,  and  on  the  sixth  day  of  October,  in  that  year. 
Smith  conveyed  to  W.  W.  Burrows,  the  easterly  half  of  the 
lot,  being  the  premises  occupied  by  the  plaintiffs,  describing 
it  as  ''  bounded  on  the  west  by  another  house  and  lot  of  the 
said  W.  L.  Smith,"  and  as  containing  "in  breadth  in  front 
twenty-eight  feet  or  more,  and  in  the  rear  twenty-eight  feet  or 
more,  and  in  length  on  each  side  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
feet  more  or  less,  being  one  moiety  or  half  part  of  the  large  lot 
of  ground  containing  fifty-six  feet  or  more  in  front  and  rear,  and 
in  length  on  each  side  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  feet  more  or 
less,  purchased,  etc.,  of  Peter  Stuyvesant,  together  with  all  and 
singular  the  passages,  etc.,  buildings,  etc.,  ways,  etc.,  basements, 
etc."  Jacob  Surget  had  become  the  owner  of  the  lot  by  a  title 
derived  from  "W.  L.  Smith ;  and  the  plaintiffs  had  a  lease  from 
Surget  for  a  term  which  would  expire  May  1, 1851.  The  defend- 
ants' title  to  lot  number  twenty  was  derived  mediately  from  W. 
L.  Smith,  who,  after  conveying  to  Burrows  as  above  mentioned, 
conveyed  lot  No.  20,  or  the  west  half  of  the  original  premises,  to 
a  person  under  whom  the  defendants  derived  their  title.  The 
deed  of  Smith  described  the  premises  conveyed  as  a  house  and 
lot,  and  after  giving  the  other  lines,  as  bounded  on  the  east  by 
"  a  house  and  lot  of  ground  late  the  property  of  the  said  W.  L. 
Smith,  containing  in  front  on  Courtland  street  twenty-eight  feet 
or  more,  and  in  length  on  both  sides  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
feet  or  more,  "  together  with  all  and  singular,  the  house,  passages, 
privileges,  appurtenances,"  etc.  In  1834  or  1835  the  arched 
passage-way  above  mentioned  was  walled  up  at  its  entrance  on 
the  street.  After  some  time  the  two  buildings  were  changed 
from  dwellings  into  stores.  They  were  raised  a  story  higher  and 
new  fronts  were  put  in.  The  arch,  which  had  cracked,  was  at 
the  same  time  strengthened  by  a  piece  of  timber  placed  under 
the  crown,  extending  from  the  front  to  the  rear  of  the  buildings, 
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and  which  timber  was  supported  by  locust  posts  standing  on  the 
floor  of  the  arched  passage.  These  repairs  and  improvements 
were  assumed  to  have  been  made  by  the  mutual  co-operation  of 
the  owners  of  both  buildings. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1850,  the  defendants  gave  the  plain- 
tiffs a  notice  in  writing,  informing  them  that  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  May  then  next,  they  (the  defendants)  should  take 
down  the  wall  between  the  two  buildings  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  new  building  on  their  own  lot.  A  ccordingly  on  the 
1st  day  of  May,  the  defendants  commenced  taking  down  their 
building  and  erecting  a  new  one.  They  were  delayed  a  few  days 
by  the  operation  of  an  injunction  which  the  plaintiff  had  pro- 
cured to  be  issued  but  which  was  dissolved.  The  new  store  of 
the  defendants  was  nearly  twice  as  deep  as  the  old  building.  It 
was  hio'her  and  the  foundations  and  cellar  were  sunk  much 
deeper.  The  old  division  wall  was  taken  down  and  the  new  one 
was  built  in  the  same  precise  place.  During  the  progress  of  the 
wall  a  temporary  partition  of  boards  was  put  up  by  plaintiff's 
landlord  to  protect  as  far  as  practicable  the  plaintiff's  store  and 
goods.  The  beams  and  floors  of  the  plaintiff'  s  store  were  sup- 
ported by  the  new  wall  when  built,  as  they  had  been  by  the 
old  one.  The  new  store  was  completed  so  as  not  farther  to  dis- 
turb the  plaintiff',  by  about  the  flrst  day  of  September.  The 
next  year  the  plaintiff" 's  landlord,  the  owner  of  the  lot  number 
eighteen,  put  up  a  new  store  in  the  place  of  the  old  one,  making 
use  of  the  wall  which  the  defendants  had  built.  The  evidence 
upon  the  trial,  beyond  establishing  the  foregoing  facts,  was 
directed  principally  to  the  question  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
arch  and  wall  and  the  two  stores ;  the  defendants  insisting  and 
endeavoring  to  show  that  the  arch  and  the  wall  were  dilapidated 
and  ruinous,  and  that  the  stores  were  in  danger  of  falling  down ; 
and  the  plaintiffs  controverting  that  position.  It  appeared  that 
the  plaintiffs  had  sustained  damages  on  account  of  the  dust, 
and  the  water  which  came  in  during  showers,  while  the  wall 
was  going  on,  and  from  loss  of  custom,  and  also  from  being 
unable  to  let  the  upper  lofts.  It  was  to  recover  these  damages 
that  the  action  was  brought.  The  plaintiffs  occupied  the  main 
store  of  their  building  as  dealers  in  paper  hangings. 
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After  the  evidence  was  closed,  Judge  Duer  proposed  to  the 
juiy  the  following  questions :  First.  Whether  the  condition  of 
the  arch  and  party  wall  was  so  dangerous  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1850,  that  a  just  regard  to  the  safety  of  life  and  property  ren- 
dered their  removal  necessary ;  Second.  Whether  the  buildings 
were  safe  and  fit  for  occupation  as  stores  during  the  ensuing  year ; 
Third.  Whether,  conceding  that  the  arch  and  walls  would  have 
sustained  the  buildings  another  year  or  longer,  their  condition 
was  such  that  in  the  exercise  of  ordinary  prudence  it  was  expe- 
dient to  remove  them;  Fourth.  Whether  the  removal  by  the 
defendants  of  their  portion  of  the  wall  and  arch,  which  was  on 
their  own  land,  would  have  occasioned  the  destruction  of  the 
whole  arch  and  wall ;  Fifth.  Whether  the  same  consequences 
would  have  followed  if  the  defendants  had  removed  only  the 
front  and  rear  walls  of  their  building,  together  with  the  floors 
and  beams  ;  Sixth,  What  was  the  amount  of  the  plaintiffs  dam- 
ages, considering  the  defendants'  acts  as  wholly  unlawful.  Plain- 
tifl['s  counsel  objected  to  these  propositions,  especially  to  the  iirst 
and  third,  which  they  insisted  were  irrelevant.  They  asked  the 
judge,  instead  of  the  second  question,  to  submit  to  the  jury 
whether  the  wall  was  sufficient  to  support  the  plaintiff's  store  the 
residue  of  his  lease,  if  it  were  occupied  in  the  manner  it  had 
heretofore  been,  and  also  whether  both  stores  would  not  have 
been  tenantable  that  year,  with  proper  precautions  as  to  the  busi- 
ness carried  on.  The  judge  overruled  the  objection  and  refused 
to  modify  the  propositions  as  the  plaintiffs  desired,  and  their 
counsel  excepted  to  the  several  rulings  against  them.  Jury 
answered  all  of  the  first  five  questions  favorably  to  the  defend- 
ants, namely,  all  but  the  second  in  the  affirmative  and  that  in  the 
negative.  As  to  the  sixth,  they  stated  that  the  plaintiff's  dam- 
ages were  $703.  Upon  this  finding  the  judge  held  that  the  de- 
fendants were  justified  in  what  they  had  done,  and  the  judgment 
was  afiirmed  by  the  court  of  appeals. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  principal  conditions  upon  which 
a  party  wall  in  actual  use  by  both  parties  may  be  taken  down  are, 
that  the  wall  has  fallen  into  such  a  state  of  decay  as  to  be  so  un- 
safe or  useless  as  to  render  it  inexpedient  to  longer  employ  it  for 
the  purposes  of  support. 
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Sec.  233.  But  this  question  is  not  to  be  determined  waoUy  in 
accordance  with  the  necessities  of  either  owner.  If  the  wall  is 
intact  and  capable  of  yielding  support  to  one  owner,  it  cannot  be 
taken  down  by  the  other,  even  though  his  building  has  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  every  part  thereof  except  this  wall  rendered 
utterly  useless.  The  wall  itself  must  have  become  unsafe  or 
useless,  or  it  cannot  be  interfered  with  to  the  injury  of  the  other, 
and  the  owner  of  the  lot  upon  which  the  building  is  destroyed, 
cannot  maintain  ejectment  or  any  other  action  against  the  other 
owner  for  the  ground  covered  by  the  wall,  until  the  wall  has 
become  so  insufficient,  that  the  easement  can  be  said  to  have 
ended.' 

The  rule  as  laid  down  by  Boswokth,  J.,  in  the  case  cited  below,' 
was  this :  "  When  the  owners  of  adjoining  lots  agree,  although 
verbally,  that  each  will  erect  a  building  or  store  on  his  own  lot, 
and  that  the  dividing  wall  shall  be  a  party  wall  and  be  used  to 
support  the  beams  and  roof  of  each  building,  and  they  build 
according  to  such  agreement,  and  with  a  view  to  execute  it,  neither 
can  remove  or  do  any  thing  to  impair  the  stability  of  efficiency  of 
such  wall,  so  long  at  least  as  the  buildings  continue  to  subserve,  in 
every  substantial  respect,  the  uses  for  which  they  were  erected." 

Sec.  234.  The  height  of  the  wall  may  be  increased,  and  any 
changes  made  therein  that  the  tastes  or  convenience  of  either 
owner  may  dictate,  so  long  as  the  same  can  be  done  without  in- 
jury to  the  other  or  detriment  to  the  strength  of  the  wall,  hut 
the  jparty  making  these  changes  does  it  at  his  peril ;  he  stands 
as  an  insurer  to  the  other  of  the  safety  of  the  work,  and  against 
injurious  results  therefrom,  and  if  injury  does  result  he  is  liable 
for  all  the  consequences.*  He  may  not  pare  off  a  portion  of 
the  wall  upon  his  premises  with  a  view  to  the  erection  of  a  new 
wall  entirely  upon  his  land,  nor  in  any  manner  deal  with  the 
wall  so  as  to  diminish  its  efficiency  or  its  strength.* 

'  Brondage  ■«.  Walker,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.),  v.  Del  Vecchio,  4   Duer  (N.  Y.),  53; 

1-15  ;  Rogers  v.   Sinsbeimer,   50  N.  Y.  Moody  v.   Clelland,  39  Ala .  45 ;  Mar- 

646 ;  Evans  v.  Jayne,  23  Penn.  St.  34.  vin  v.  Judson,  31    Iowa,  46  ;  McGitte- 

*  Maxwell  «.  The  East  River  Bank,  3  gan  v.  Evans,  8  Phila.  264. 
Bosw.  (N.  Y.)  124 ;    Potter  ?).  White,  6        *  Phillips    v.     Boarman,     4    Allen 

id.  644 ;  Sherred  v.  Cisco,  4  Sandf.  480.  (Mass.),  147. 

3  Brooks  V.  Curtis,  50  N.  Y.  639 ;  Eno 

29 
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In  Ohio  *  it  was  held  in  one  case  that,  where  parties  had 
erected  a  party  wall  and  used  it  as  such  for  twenty-one  years, 
either  party  has  a  right  to  take  his  half  of  the  wall  down  if 
he  desired  to  change  the  character  of  his  building,  even  though 
the  wall  was  in  a  sound  condition,  and  that,  after  notice  given 
to  the  other  party  of  his  intention,  he  would  not  be  liable, 
even  though  the  entire  wall  fell  and  injured  the  other's  house  ; 
but  this  decision  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  law  upon  this 
subject,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  entitled  to  weight  as  an 
authority. 


CHAPTEK  SEVENTH. 


HIGHWAYS WHAT  ABE  ILLEGAL  OBSTKU0TION8  OF. 

Sec.  235.  What  constitutes  a  highway  at  common  law. 
236..  Highways  by  prescription . 

237.  Rights  acquired  by  the  public  in  a  highway. 

238.  Conflict  of  doctrine  as  to  relative  rights  of  the  public  and  the  owner 

of  the  fee. 

239.  What  constitutes  a  highway  by  dedication. 

240.  Presumption  arising  from  an  open  user  of  a  way. 

241.  Use  of  a  way  by  the  public,  must  be  accompanied  with  such  acquies- 

cence by  the  owner  of  the  fee  as  to  establish  an  animus  dedicandi. 

242.  Declarations  of  the  owner  will  neither  establish  or  defeat  the  right. 

Erection  of  houses  leaving  open  space  in  front,  evidence  of  dedi- 
cation . 

243.  Question  of  fact  for  jury  whether  the  use  by  the  public  or  the  acts 

of  the  public  have  been  such  as  to  establish  dedication. 

244.  Dedication  may  be  qualified  by  the  owner  of  the  fee. 

245.  In  what  respects  dedication  may  be  qualified. 

246.  Reservations  must  be  exercised  reasonably. 

247.  No  limitations  as  to  time  can  be  imposed. 

248.  Use  must  be  known  to  the  owner.     When  it  may  be  inferred. 

249.  To  make  a  highway  by  dedication,  public  must  accept  it. 

250.  Obstruction  of  a  highway  is  a  public  nuisance. 

251.  As  to  what  use  of  a  highway  is  a  nuisance  is  a  question  for  the  jury. 

•  Hiett  V.  Morris,  10  Ohio  St.  582.  ing  or  wall.  Major  v.  Park  Lane  Co., 
But  no  action  lies  for  removal  of  a  2  L.  R .  (Eq.  Ca.)  453.  As  to  what  con- 
building  standing  on  a  party  wall,  if  no  stitutes  an  ouster,  see  Stedman  v. 
damage  is  done  to  the  adjoining  build-  Smith,  8  Ellis  &  B.  1. 
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Sec.  252.  Every  actual  encroachment  on  a  highwav  is  a  nuisance. 

253.  When  question  of  nuisance  is  one  for  the  court. 

254.  Rule  in  Harrower  v.  Ritson. 

255.  Rule  in  Rex  v.  Wright. 

256.  2suisances  to  highways  as  given  hy  Hawkins  and  in  various  cases. 

257.  Doctrine  of  Peckham  v.  Henderson  questioned. 

258.  Necessary  obstructions  not  nuisances 

259.  Use  of  highway  must  be  reasonable.     What  uses  are  unreasonable. 

260.  Rule  in  Res  v.  Russell. 

261.  Necessary  uses  of  highway  must  not  be  unreasonable. 

262.  The  public  are  entitled  to  all  the  land  embraced  within  the  limits  of 

the  highway. 

263.  Rule  in  Rex  v.  Jones. 

264.  Rule  in  Rex  r.  Cross. 

265.  Rule  in  People  v.  Cunningham. 

266.  Rule  in  Rex  c.  Carlisle.     Loungers,  nuisances. 

267.  Collection  of  crowds,  a  nuisance. 

268.  Unauthorized  excavations,  nuisances. 

269.  Cellar  openings,  excavations,  fruit  stands  or  any  huckster  stands. 

270.  Rule  in  Coupland  z.  Hardringham. 

271.  Landlord  liable  equally   with  tenant   when  premises  are  let  with 

nuisance  on  them . 

272.  Rule  in  Pretty  r.  Brickmore . 

273.  Excavations  near  a  highway  nuisances,  when. 

274.  Excavations  made  under  proper  authority . 

275.  Excavations  made  by  authority  must  be  properly  guarded  and  every 

means  adopted  for  protection  of  public. 

276.  Authority  cannot  be  given  to  endanger  public  safety . 

277.  Erections  near  a  highway  must  be  so  constructed  as  not  to  endanger 

safety  of  travelers.     Daniels  v.  Potter. 

278.  Rule  in  Vale  T.  Bliss. 

279.  Insecure  areas  in  public  footways. 

280.  Rule  in  Barnes  v.  Ward. 

281.  Rule  in  Chicago  v.  Robbins. 

282.  Rule  in  Congreve  v.  Smith. 

283.  Interferences  by  owner  of  the  fee. 

284.  Legislative  authority  restricted. 

285.  Railroad  grants  must  be  exercised  in  conformity  to  charter. 

286.  Restrictions  upon  railroads. 

287.  Restrictions  upon  all  legislative  grants. 

288.  Private  ways. 

289.  Liability  of  owner  of  premises  for  defective  way. 

290.  Changing  grade  of  highway  by  individual . 

291.  Erections  on  premises  adjoining  highway  that  frighten  horses 

292.  Same  continued. 

293.  Obstructions  near  highway  outisde  its  limits  not  nuisances. 
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Sec.  294.  Obstructions  by  teams. 

295.  Objects  calculated  to  injure  traveler. 

296.  Shade  trees. 

297.  Owner  of  fee  may  do  nothing  to  impair  safety  of  travel. 

298.  Stationing  person  on  highway  to  injure  business  of  another. 

299.  Once  a  highway  always  a  highway  until  lawfully  discontinued. 

300.  Drawing  unreasonable  loads  over  a  highway. 

301.  Noxious  trades  near  a  highway 

302.  Authorized  obstructions. 

303.  Same  continued. 

304.  Rule  in  Moshier  v.  R.  R.  Co. 

305.  Legislative  grant  authorizes  all  uses  necessary  to  a  proper  exercise 

of  the  powers  given 

306.  Rule  in  Rex  ■;;.  Pease. 

307.  So  long  as  the  authority  is  exercised  reasonably,  the  grant  is  a  pro- 

tection . 

308.  Rule  in  Turnpike  Co.  v.  The  Camden  and  Amboy  R.  R.  Co. 

309.  Defective  highways  a  nuisance. 

310.  Liability  for  maintenance  of  highways  in  England. 

311.  When  parishes  escape  liability. 

312    When  individuals  or  corporations  are  liable  to  repair. 

313.  Prescriptive  liability  to  repair  arises  out  of  the  tenure  of  the  land. 

814.  Prescriptive  liability  only  extends  to  the  old  way. 

315.  No  liability  for  injuries  resulting  from  non-repair. 

316.  Repairs  of  bridges  in  England  is  imposed  on  the  county. 

817.  No  common-law  liability  to  repair  in  the  United  States. 

818.  Statutory  powers  and  liabilities. 

319.  Unsafe  highways  or  bridges,  nuisances. 

320.  Distinction  as  to  location. 

321.  As  to  what  is  a  defect,  is  a  mixed  question  of  law  and  fact. 

322.  The  obligation  to  repair  imposed  by  law,  is  to  keep  the  road  in  good 

repair. 

323.  No  liability  exists  for  defects  until  the  road  has  been  adopted. 

324.  No  liability  exists  for  injuries  resulting  from  something  outside  the 

limits  of  the  highway. 

325.  Rule  in  Hixon  v.  Lowell. 
32:'.  Rule  in  Morse  v.  Richmond. 

327.  No  liability  for  injuries  from  going  upon  the  margin  of  a  highway 

unnecessarily. 

328.  Rule  in  Alger  v.  Lowell. 

329.  Duty  of  towns  to  define  the  limits  of  highways  by  erection  ot  proper 

guards. 
380.  Towns  cannot  shift  their  liability  upon  individuals  or  corporations. 
831.  Liability  when  highways  or  bridges  are  destroyed  by  floods. 

332.  Duty  to  erect  railings  at  dangerous  points. 

333.  Relative  duties  as  between  travelers  and  the  town. 
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Sec.  235.  At  common  law  a  highway  is  any  road  or  way, 
whether  by  land  or  water,  over  which  any  person  has  a  lawful 
right  to  pass,  and  to  use  for  all  the  purposes  of  travel  to  which 
it  is  adapted  and  devoted.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  importance  — 
although  formerly  it  was  otherwise  —  whether  the  way  leads 
from  one  town  to  another,  or  whence  it  begins  or  where  it  ends.' 
The  test  by  which  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  is  a  highway 
is,  whether  it  is  used  as,  and  is  open  and  free  to  every  one  for  the 
purposes  of  transit  and  passage,  and  is  adopted  and  controlled  by 
the  proper  authorities  as  such."  If  it  is,  it  is  a  highway,  other- 
wise it  is  not.  Neither  is  it  a  matter  of  any  importance  so  far  as 
the  question  of  nuisance  to  a  way  is  concerned,  whether  the  way 
is  public  or  private,  except  in  determining  when  an  obstruction 
is  a  public  nuisance,  and  when  only  private.  For  while  every 
actual  obstruction  of  a  highway  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  indicta- 
ble and  punishable  as  such,  yet,  no  obstruction,  however  great,  of 
a  private  way  is  any  thing  more  than  a  private,  actionable 
nuisance.'  In  this  country  highways  are  acquired  either  by  pre- 
scription or  dedication,  or  by  action  of  the  proper  authorities,  by 
the  methods  provided  by  the  statutes  of  the  several  States.* 


Sec.  236.  It  has  been  claimed  and  so  held  in  some  cases  that 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  a  highway  by  prescription.  That 
inasmuch  as  a  prescriptive  right  presupposes  a  grant,  and  inas- 
much as  the  public  cannot  take  by  grant,  therefore,  strictly  it  has 
no  application  to  a  highway,  but  only  to  individual  rights.  There 
are  numerous  cases,'  however,  in  which  a  different  doctrine  has 
been  held,  but  in  point  of  fact  it  is  a  matter  of  little  importance, 
as  the  same  class  and  character  of  proof  is  usually  required  to 
establish  a  highway  by  prescription  as  by  dedication,*  and  in 
some  of  the  States  it  is  provided  by  statute  that  all  roads  which 


'  1  Hawk.  p.  C,  ch.  76,  p.  31 ;  Rex 
V.  Saintiflf,  6  Md.  255  ;  Aliens.  Ormond, 
8  East,  4  ;  Rex  v.  Severn  &  Wye  R.R. 
Co.,  2  B.  &  A.  648  ;  Stackpole  v.  Healy, 
16  Mass.  iJ3 ;  Peck  v.  Smith,  1  Conn. 
103 ;  Makepeace  v.  Worden,  1  N.  H. 
16 ;  Rex  v.  Cumberworth,  3  B.  &  Ad. 
108. 

*  State  v.  Trask,  6  Vt.  355;  Cin- 
cinnati V.  White,  6  Pet.   (U.  S.)  435 ; 


Noyes  v.  Ward,  19  Conn.  250 ;  3  Kent's 
Com.  32. 
3  Drake  v.  Rogers,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.),  604. 

*  Post  V.  Pearsall,  22  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
444;  Hart  v.  Trustees,  15  Ind.  226; 
Martin  v.  People,  23  111.  395. 

5  Committee  v.  Case,  26  Penn.  117 ; 
Odiorne  v.  Wade,  5  Pick.  (Mass.)  421 ; 
Reed  v.  Northfield,  15  id.  94. 

*  Reed  v.  Northfield,  supra. 
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shall  have  been  used  as  such  for  twenty  years,  and  not  recorded, 
shall  be  deemed  public  highways.* 

Sec.  237.  In  Regina  v.  Saintiff,  6  Mod.  255,  it  was  said  that 
the  word  "  highway  '*  is  the  genus  of  all  public  ways,  and  in- 
cludes at  once  all  streets  in  cities  or  villages,  and  all  navigable 
streams.      It  is  quite  obvious,  however,  that  there  is  a  wide  dis- 
tinction between  the  streets  in  a  city  and  highways  in  suburban 
districts,  in  their  uses  and  incidents,  owing  to  the  fact  that  in 
rural  districts  the  only  use  to  which  highways  are  devoted  is 
for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  travel,  while  in  cities  and  villages 
there  are  a  multitude  of  public  uses  to  which  the  streets  are  nec- 
essarily devoted  besides  those  of  ordinary  transit.     At  the  com- 
mon law,  the  only  right  which  the  public  acquired  in  highways 
was  that  of  passage  over  it,  and  any  interference  with  the  soil, 
other  than  that  necessary  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  this  right, 
including  among  its  incidents  the  right  of  using  the  soil  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  the  same  in  repair,  is  regarded  as  an  inter- 
ference with   the  rights  of  the  owner  of  the  fee,  in  whom  the 
reversionary  interest  exists,  and  he  can  maintain  an  action  there- 
for.*    He  has  the  right  to  the  herbage  growing  thereon,*  to  the 
timber,  trees  and  stones  upon  the  surface  of  the  soil  as  against 
every  one  except  the  public,  and  against  it,  except  so  far  as  the 
same  are  necessary  to  keep  the  highway  in  proper  condition.* 
He  also  owns  all  the  mines  and  quarries  beneath  the  soil.'     But 
there  is  a  wide  distinction    between  the  streets  of  a  populous 
city  and  an  ordinary  country  highway.     "When  lands  are  dedi- 
cated to  the   use  of   the  public  for  a  highway,  the  dedication 
carries  with  it,  by  fair  implication,  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
that  are  necessarily  incident  to  the  highway  in  the  locality  in 
which  it  exists,  or  which  may  thereafter  attach  to  it  by  reason  of 
a  change  in  the  occupancy  and  use  of  property  on  its  line  by  an 
extensive    increase    of    population    and     change    of    interests. 

'  1  R.  S.  N,  T.,  3d  ed.,  636,  §  130.  field,  43  N.  H.  365  ;   Jackson  v.  Hatha- 

«  Lade  v.  Shepard,  2  Str.  1004;  U.  S.  way,  15  Johns.  (N.  T.)  447 ;  Holden  v. 

e.  Harris,  1  Sumn.  (U.  S.)  24 ;  Mavnell  v.  Shattuck,  Tr.  336. 

Surtees,  31  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  485';  Bing-  ^  Qoodhuth   v.    Alker,  1   Bur.  133 ; 

ham  V.  Deau,  9  Ham.  (Ohio)  165  ;  Coake  Rolle's  Abr.  392. 

t).  Green,   11   Price,  736  ;  Chatham  v.  *  Jackson    v.  Hathaway,    15   Johns. 

Brainard,  11  Coun.  60 ;  Perley  «.  Chand-  (N.  T.)  447. 

ler,  6  Mass.  454 ;  Chamberiain  v.  En-  *  Perley  v.  Chandler,  6    Mass.  454. 
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This  is  also  true  of  high-ways  laid  out  by  public  authority. 
"When  land  is  taken  for  that  purpose  and  damages  appraised  and 
paid  therefor,  the  lands  so  taken  become  subject  to  all  the  servi- 
tudes incident  to  highways,  not  only  in  the  condition  in  which 
the  country  through  which  it  is  laid  then  is,  but  subject  also  to 
all  those  additional  servitudes  that  may  necessarily  be  created  by 
reason  of  the  changes  in  the  population  and  occupancy  of  the 
surrounding  country.  For  it  is  fairly  implied  that  a  highway 
may  be  used  for  all  the  purposes  that  are  incident  thereto  in  any 
changes  which  may  be  effected  by  increase  of  population  and  the 
occupancy  of  property  in  its  vicinity,  and  such  as  the  legitimate 
wants  and  necessities  of  the  public  may  require,  and  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Edwabds,  J.,  in  2filhau  v.  Sharj?,  15  Barb.  (K.  Y.  S. 
C.)  210,  referring  to  this  subject,  "these  uses  have  become  not 
merely  conducive  to,  but  almost  necessary  for  the  health,  pros- 
perity and  comfort  of  the  public.  They  have  been  sanctioned 
by  custom  and  approved  by  experience.* 

These  streets  have,  for  many  years,  been  used  for  the  con- 
struction of  sewers,  and  for  the  laying  of  water  and  gas  pipes, 
and  no  one  has  seriously  questioned  the  right  of  the  city  to 
authorize  their  use  for  such  purposes,  and  no  adjoining  owner,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  ever  pretended  to  claim  compensation  for  such 
use.  These  urban  servitudes,  as  they  have  been  called,  are  the 
necessary  incidents  of  a  street  in  a  large  city,  and  whether  the 
streets  be  laid  out  and  opened  upon  lands  belonging  to  the  cor- 
poration, or  whether  they  become  public  streets  by  dedication  or 
by  grant,  or  upon  compensation  being  made  to  the  owner  of  the 
fee,  they  have  all  the  incidents  attached  to  them  that  are  neces- 
sary to  their  full  enjoyment  as  streets.  It  is  an  elementary  prin- 
ciple of  the  law  that  when  a  power,  right  or  thing  is  granted, 
either  to  a  natural  or  artificial  person,  all  the  incidents  are  granted 
that  are  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  power,  right  or  thing. 
And  whether  the  corporation  be  the  owner  of  the  fee  of  the 
streets  in  trust  for  the  public,  or  whether  it  be  merely  the  trustee 
of  the  streets  and  highways  as  such,  irrespective  of  the  title  to 
the  soil,  it  has  power  to  authorize  their  appropriation  to  all  such 
uses  as  are  conducive  to  the  public  good,  and  do  not  interfere 

'  People  r.  Law,  34  B.  494. 
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with  their  full  and  unrestricted  use  as  highways ;  and  in  doing 
60  it  is  not  obliged  to  confine  itself  to  such  uses  as  have  already 
been  permitted.  As  civilization  advances,  new  uses  may  be 
found  expedient."  The  doctrine  of  this  case  is  boldly  and  clearly 
expressed,  and  although  apparently  a  departure  from  the  old 
rules  applied  to  highways  and  streets,  it  is  not  so  in  principle  nor 
in  practice.*  It  is  only  a  clear,  concise  and  sensible  statement  of 
a  principle  that  has  long  been  recognized,  but  never  before  stated 
with  such  clearness  and  force. 

Sec.  238.  But  there  are  many  glaring  inconsistencies  in  the 
doctrine  of  the  multitude  of  cases  both  in  the  courts  of  this 
country  and  England  in  reference  to  the  relative  rights  of  the 
owners  of  the  fee  and  the  public  over  highways.  It  will,  how- 
ever, be  of  no  practical  importance  in  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion to  which  this  chapter  is  devoted,  to  pursue  the  investigation 
of  these  questions  extensively.  I  have  simply  called  attention 
to  the  matter  in  order  that  the  reader  may  the  better  understand 
that  which  is  to  follow,  and  that  no  confusion  may  arise  from 
what  otherwise  might  be  regarded  as  conflicting  and  inconsistent 
doctrine.  Those  having  occasion  to  investigate  these  questions 
will  find  the  law  well  defined  in  "  Angell  on  Highways," 
"  Thompson  on  Highways,"  "  Woolrych  on  Ways,"  and  other 
works  especially  devoted  to  this  subject. 

Sec.  239.  As  to  what  constitutes  a  dedication  of  a  way  to  the 
public  so  as  to  constitute  it  a  highway,  it  may  be  said,  that  when 
the  owner  of  land  permits  the  free  and,  uninterrupted  use  of  a 

»  West  V.  Bancroft,  32  Vt.  367;  Haight  34 ;  Dore  v.  Gray,  2  Tenn.  358  ;  Callen- 

■B.  Keokuk,  4  Iowa,  199  ;  Carr  v.  North-  der  v.  Marsh,  1  Pick.  (Mass.)  417 ;  Ead- 

ern  Liberties,  35  Penn.  St.  324;  State  cliffe's  Ex'rs  v.  Brooklyn,  4  N.  Y.  195; 

V.  New  Brunswick,  1  Vroom.  (N.    J.)  O'Connor  v.  Pittsburgh,  18  Penn.  187 . 

395  ;  Cove  v.  Hartford,  28  Conn.  363 ;  Taylor  v.  St.  Louis,  14  Miss.  20;  Goss- 

Fisher  v.  Harrisburgh,  2  Grant's  Cases  ler  v.  Georgetown,    6  Wheat.  (U.    S.) 

(Penn.),  324  ;  Kelsev  v.  King,  32  Barb.  593 ;  Round  v.  Mumford,  2  R.  L  154  ; 

(N.Y.  S.  C.)  410  ;  Drake  v.  Hud.  R.  R.  R.  Benedict  v.  Goit,  3  Barb.   449  ;  Plank 

Co.,  7  id.  528;  Plant  v.  L.  I.  R.  R.  Co.,  Road  Co.  v.  Case  et  al.,  2  Ohio  St.  419  ; 

10  id.  26;  Adams  v.  R.  &  S.  R.  R.  Co.,  Corn  v.  Temple,  14  Gray  (Mass.),  69; 

11  id.  414;  Chapman  v.  Albany  &  People  «.  Law,  34  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  494; 
Schenectady  Railroad  Co..  10  id.  360 ;  Brooklyn  Railroad  Co.  v.  Coney  Island 
British  Coast  Plate  Manfg. «.  Meredith,  Railroad  Co.,  35  id.  364;  Peoples. 
4  Tenn.  794  ;  Boulton  v.  Crowther,  1  Kerr,  37  id.  358;  Nulay  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  26 
B.  &  C.  703 ;  Sutton  v.  Clark,  6  Taunt.  Conn.  249. 
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way  over  his  premises  by  the  public  for  such  a  length  of  time  as 
to  warrant  the  presumption  that  he  intended  to  dedicate  it  to 
the  public,  this  is  regarded  as  sufficient  to  prove  the  existence  of 
a  highway,  whether  the  owner  of  the  soil  is  known  or  not/ 

Sec.  240.  This  open  use  of  a  way  by  every  one  who  chooses 
to  use  it,  as  of  right,  raises  a  fair  presumption  of  a  public  right  to 
do  so,  and  is  prima  facie  sufficient  to  establish  that  right,  and 
the  burden  of  proving  the  contrary  rests  upon  him  who  seeks 
to  defeat  it,  by  showing  such  a  state  of  facts  as  is  inconsistent 
with  the  acquisition  of  such  a  right." 

Sec.  241.  There  must  be  such  a  user  by  the  public,  and  such 
an  acquiescence  in  the  use  by  the  owner  of  the  soil  as  to  estab- 
lish an  "  animus  dedicandi.^''  The  use  by  the  public  is  only  the 
evidence  of  this,  or  in  other  words,  is  only  one  of  the  methods 
by  which  it  may  be  established,  and  one  single  act  of  interrup- 
tion of  this  right  by  the  owner  of  the  soil,  is  of  much  more 
weight  in  defeating  the  right  than  many  acts  of  enjoyment.' 

Sec.  242.  Mere  declarations  of  the  o.wner  that  he  intends  to 
dedicate  the  land  for  public  use,  or  that  by  permitting  its  use  by 
the  public  he  does  not  intend  to  dedicate  it  to  such  use,  is  not 
sufficient  either  to  establish  or  defeat  the  right.  It  is  his  acts 
that  establish  the  right  on  the  one  hand  or  defeat  it  on  the  other.* 
Therefore,  while  time  may  be  an  essential  ingredient  in  estab- 
lishing the  right,  yet,  it  is  not  always  important,  as  the  owner  of 
the  soil  may  do  that  which  of  itself  instantly,  and  without  any 
use  by  the  public,  fixes  the  right  beyond  revocation.  Thus,  if 
a  person  builds  a  block  of  houses  opposite  each  other,  opening 
into  a  public  street,  and  sells  the  houses  or  lets  them,  then  the 

'  Reg.  ^.  Marsh,   12  B.  857;    Dawes  600;  Ragan  «.  McCoy,  29  Wis.  356; 

V.  Hawkins,  8  C.  B.  N.  S.  857.  Jersey    City  v.  Morris    Canal    Co.,   1 

■^  Reg.  V.  Petrie,  4  El.  &  Bl.  737.  Beaslev  (N.  J.).  547 :  Moray  «.  Taylor, 

3  Poole  V.  Haskinson,  11  M.   &  W.  19   111."  631 ;   Gwynne  «.  Holman,  15 

830.  Ind.   201  ;  Alves  v.  Henderson.  16  B. 

*  Surrey  Canal  Co.  v.  Hall,  1  N.  R.  Monr.  (Ky.)  131;  San  Francisco  «.  Scott, 

(Sc.)  264  ;   Barraclough  v.  Johnson,  8  4  Cal.  114  ;  Wright  v.  Tucker,  3  Cush. 

Ad.  &  El.  105  ;  Bissell  v.  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  (Mass.)   290;    Macon  v.   Franklin,   12 

Co.,  23  N.T.  61 ;  Poole  v.  Haskinson,  11  Ga.  239. 
M.  &  W.  827  ;  Morse  v.  Renne,  32  Vt. 

30 
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land  between  the  houses  so  opened  as  a  street  will  at  once  be- 
come a  highway/  and  if  accepted  and  used  by  them  he  has 
thereafter  no  power  to  revoke  the  dedication,  and  he  is  precluded 
from  doing  any  act  upon  the  space  so  laid  open  that  is  inconsist- 
ent with  the  public  right  therein.  Upon  the  other  hand,  if  a 
man  builds  houses  on  either  side  of  his  lands,  leaving  an  open 
space  between  for  a  street,  and  which  is  a  continuation  of  a  pub- 
lic street,  and  sells  or  lets  the  houses,  but  keeps  up  and  maintains 
at  the  point  of  connection  with  the  public  street,  a  gate,  or  any 
other  muniment  that  is  inconsistent  with  an  intention  to  throw 
it  open  to  free  use  by  the  public,  or  that  shows  an  intention  on 
his  part  in  any  measure  to  qualify  the  use,  then  the  land 
devoted  to  the  use  by  the  houses  will  not  become  a  highway, 
or  a  part  of  the  street.''  The  single  question  is,  whether  the 
acts  of  the  owner  of  the  soil  are  such  as  to  furnish  evidence  of 
an  unqualified  intention,  on  his  part,  to  dedicate  the  land  to  the 
public,  for  the  purpose  of  a  highway,  or  only  for  the  convenience 
and  benefit  of  the  persons  occupying  the  premises  thereon 
located." 

Sec.  243.  Therefore,  it  is  always  a  question  of  fact  for  the 
jury  to  find  whether  the  user  has  been  such  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  or  the  acts  of  the  owner  have  been  such  as  to  amount 
to  positive  dedication  to  the  public,  or  only  as  a  mere  license,  or 
a  qualified  use.* 

It  should  be  stated  here,  and  understood,  that  a  man  may  dedi- 
cate his  land  to  the  public  as  a  highway  or  street,  qualified  by 
certain  rights  reserved  to  himself,  or  to  others,  and  that  the  pub- 
lic, if  it  accepts  it,  accepts  it  subject  to  those  burdens."  Thus  in 
the  case  of  the  Marquis  of  Stafford  v.  Coyney,  7  B.  &  C.  25T, 
it  was  held  that  a  way  might  be  dedicated  to  the  use  of  the  pub- 

'  Cases   cited,   note   4,   supra;    also  Tegarden  v.   McBean,  33   Miss.   283; 

Woodver  v.    Hodden.  5   Taunt.    135  ;  Fulton  v.  Mehrenfield,  8  Ohio  St.  440. 

Cincinnati  v.  White,  6  Pet.  (U.  S.)  431.  ^Selby  v.  Crystal  Pal.  Dist.  Gas  Co., 

2  Trustees    of     British    Museum   v.  31  Law  J.  (Ch.')  575. 

Tunis,  5  C.  &  P.  465.  ^  Le  Neve  v.  Vestry  of  Mile  End,  8 

» Daniels  ©.People,  21  111.  439;  Gould  El.  &  Bl.   1054;   27  L.  J.  Q.  B.  208; 

V.   Glass,  19  Barb.  (N.  T.  S.  C.)   195;  Dawes  i).  Hawkins,  29  Law  J.  C.  P.  343; 

Stevens    v.   Nashua,  46    N.   H.    192;  Moran  «.  Chamberlain,  6   H.  &N.541; 

Marcy  v.  Taylor,  19  111.  634  ;    Johnson  Cornwall  v.  Met.   Com.  of  Sewers,  10 

V.  Slayton,  5  Harring.  (Del.)  448  ;  Hey-  Exch.  771 ;  Fishery.  Prowse,  31  Law  J 

wood  V.  Chisholm,  11  Rich.  (S.  C.)  253;  Q.  B.  213;    Irvin  v.   Fowler,   5   Rob, 

(N.  Y.)  482. 
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lie  for  all  purposes  except  that  of  carrying  coals,  so  that  persons 
carrying  coals  might  be  prevented  from  passing  over  it. 

Sec.  244.  So  the  owner  of  the  soil  may,  at  the  time  when  the 
land  is  dedicated,  qualify  its  use  with  any  burdens,  or  subject  to 
any  uses  by  himself  or  others  that  he  chooses,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  public  use,  and,  if  the  public  accepts  it,  it  takes  it  sub- 
ject to  those  uses.* 

Sec.  245.  He  may  qualify  the  right  by  reserving  the  right  to 
deposit  goods  on  the  soil  of  the  way."  To  have  door-steps,  or 
cellar-flaps  projecting  into  it.*  To  plow  and  sow  the  land  on 
either  side  of  the  way.*  To  keep  up  a  gate  across  it,"*  and  thus  to 
impose  any  reasonable  burden  on  the  way  that  he  chooses.  But 
the  public  may  rid  itself  of  these  burdens,  by  taking  the  land  in 
the  ordinary  modes  provided  by  statute.  But  if  it  accepts  it 
subject  to  these  reserved  rights  it  is  precluded  from  interfering 
with  the  exercise  of  these  rights  in  a  reasonable  way  by  those  in 
whom  they  are  vested.  A  man  cannot  reserve  the  right  to  main- 
tain a  public  nuisance  that  endangers  the  safety  of  those  using 
the  street.  His  reservation  must  be  exercised  in  a  way  that  is 
consistent  with  the  use  of  the  street  for  the  purposes  of  public 
travel,  and  if  he  abuses  it  so  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  those 
passing  over  the  street,  he  is  liable  for  all  consequences,  as  for  a 
nuisance,  both  civilly  and  criminally. 

Sec.  246.  These  reserved  rights  operating  as  obstructions  must 
be  exercised  reasonably,  and  the  obstructions  not  be  increased, 
either  by  acts  of  omission  or  commission,  so  as  to  impair  the 
safety  or  convenience  of  the  way  beyond  the  extent  of  the 
reserved  rights.  Thus  the  cellar-flaps,  or  doors,  must  not  be  left 
open,  or  unfastened,  or  in  an  unsafe  or  insecure  condition,  and  in 
all  things  the  rights  thus  reserved  must  be  exercised  with  a 
reasonable  view  to  the  safety  and  convenience  of  the  public' 

'  Moran  v.  Chamberlain,  30  Law.  J.  313  ;  Bobbins  v.  Jones,  33  L.  J.  C.  P.  1 ; 

Exch.   299  ;    Le    Neve    v.   Mile   End,  Irvin  v  Fowler  5  Robt.  (N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.) 

Vestrv  of,  8  El.   &  Bl.  1093  ;  Irvin  v.  482. 
Fowler.  5  Rob.  (N.  Y.)  482.  *  Arnold  v.  Blaker,  L.  E.,  4  Q.  B.  433  ; 

-  Moran  v.  Chamberlain,  30  Law  J.  Mercer  v.  Woodgate,  L.  R.,  5  Q.  B.  26. 
Exch.  299  ;  Le  Neve  v.  Mile  End,  8  El.  ^  james  v.  Havward,  Cro.  Car.  184. 
&B1.  1093.  6  Daniels  v.  Potter,  4  C.  &  P.   262; 

^  Fisher  v.  Prowse,  31  Law  J.  Q.  B.  Harris  v.  Proctor,  id.  337. 
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Sec.  '24:7.  But,  while  the  owner  of  the  soil  may  impose  certain 
restrictions  upon  the  use  of  the  waj,  he  can  impose  no  conditions 
or  limitations  as  to  time.  If  the  land  is  dedicated  at  all  it  is 
practically  dedicated  in  perpetuity,' 

Sec.  248.  It  is  sometimes  of  importance  to  ascertain  whether 
the  owner  of  the  soil  knew  that  his  lands  were  used  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  highway,  for  a  mere  tenant  or  lessee  cannot  do  any  act 
that  is  in  deroo;ation  of  the  rights  either  of  his  landlord  or  of  the 
reversioner,  and  his  consent  to  or  acquiescence  in  such  use  will  not 
bind  the  owner  of  the  fee.*  But  the  knowledge  and  consent  of 
the  owner  to  such  use  may  be  inferred  from  an  open  notorious 
use  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  from  these  his  consent  and 
acquiescence  may  be  presumed.' 

Sec.  249.  In  order  to  make  the  dedication  effectual,  it  must  be 
accepted,  and  this  acceptance  may  be  of  the  whole  or  a  part  only 
of  the  land  dedicated."  As  to  what  acts  on  the  part  of  the  public 
are  essential  to  constitute  an  acceptance  in  those  States  where  no 
statute  exists  upon  the  subject,  the  decisions  are  not  uniform. 
But  the  prevailing  doctrine  seems  to  be,  that  when  the  highway 
is  adopted  and  repaired  by  the  authorities  having  the  power  to 
accept  or  adopt  it  as  such,  that  this  is  an  acceptance,*  although  it 
is  otherwise  in  Xew  York.'  In  England,  user  by  the  public, 
without  any  act  of  adoption,  is  held  sufficient.  In  Yirginia, 
there  can  be  no  acceptance  except  by  the  county  court  in  the 
county  in  which  the  road  is  located,  and  a  record  of  it  must  be 
made  before  it  becomes  a  highway.^ 

In  Xew  York  there  is  a  statute  providing  that  all  roads  that 
have  been  used  as  highways  by  the  public  for  twenty  years  shall 
be  deemed  public  highways.* 

*  Dawes  v.  Hawkins,  29  Law.  J.  ^  Holmes  c.  Jersev  Citv,  1  Beas]ev(X. 
(C.P.)343.  J.),   297;  Hobbs   v.   Sewell,   19   Pick. 

*  Harper  v.  Charlesworth,  4  B.  &  C.  (Mass.)  405  ;  Bowers  v.  SuSolk  Mf^.Co., 
591  ;  Wood  v.  Veal,  5  B.  &  Ad.  454.  4  Cush.  (Mass.)  332  ;  Morav  c.  Tavlor, 

3  Daries  v.  Stephens,  7  C.  &  P.  570.  19  HI.  634. 

■*  State  c.  Trask,  6  Vr.  355;  Noyes  c.  *  Oswego  v.  Oswego   Canal  Co.,  6  N. 

Ward,   19    Conn.   250 ;    Cincinnati    v.  Y.  184 ;  Clements  v.  Village  of  West 

White,  6  Pet.  (TJ.  S.)451 ;  Com  v.  Fiske,  Troy,  16  Barb.  (N.  T.  S.  C.)  257. 

8  Met.  (Mass.)  238  ;  Smith  v.  State,  3  '  Keller's  Case,  8  Gratt.  (Va.)  632. 

Zabr.  (X.  J.)  130  ;  State  v.  Nudd,  3  Fos-  8  3  Rev.  Stat, 
ter  (N.  H),  327;    Cole  v.  Sprowl,  .35 
Me.  611 ;  People  v.  Jones,  6  Mich.  176. 
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In  Indiana  it  is  held  that  there  must  be  an  acceptance  by  the 
town  or  city.'  In  Vermont,*  Xew  Hampshire,*  Maine/  Connecj- 
ticut,*  Rhode  Island,*  Kentucky.'  Illinois,'  South  Carolina,* 
it  has  Vjeen  held  that  mere  public  user  is  one  of  the  modes  in 
which  acceptance  by  the  proper  authorities  may  be  inferred.  In 
the  case  of  FoUom  v.  Under?iiU,  86  Yt.  580,  the  court  held  that 
"there  must  be  an  intent  to  dedicate  manifested,  and  an  accept- 
ance by  the  town  authorities." 

But  it  will  not  be  profitable,  in  the  Limited  space  which  can  be 
devoted  to  this  subject  in  this  work,  to  pursue  this  inquiry 
further.  Sufficient  has  been  stated  to  show  what  amounts  to  a 
dedication,  and  how  the  dedication  may  be  qualified,  and  it  wiU 
be  an  easv  matter  to  determine  whether,  in  a  eiven  case  in  anr  of 
the  States,  there  has  been  such  an  acceptance  by  the  proper 
authorities  as  creates  a  highway. 

Sec.  250.  Any  unreasonable  obstmction  of  a  highway  is  a 
public  nuisance,  and  indictable  and  punishable  as  such,  and  that 
even  if  no  one  is  thereby  obstructed."  As  to  precisely  what  the 
extent  of  the  obstruction  must  be  in  order  to  create  a  nuisance  is 
not  definitelv  settled  bv  the  cases.  But  it  would  seem  that, 
strictly  speaking,  any  encroachment  upon  any  part  of  a  highway, 
whether  upon  the  traveled  part  thereof  or  on  the  sides,  comes 
clearly  ^-ithin  the  idea  of  a  nuisance.  Every  person  has  a  right 
to  go  over  or  upon  any  part  of  a  highway,  and  the  fact  that  from 
notions  of  economy,  or  otherwise,  the  public  authorities  having 
the  same  in  charsre  have  not  seen  fit  to  work  the  whole  of  it, 
does  not  alter  or  change  this  right."     It  may  be  possible  and 

'  Indianapolis  c.  McQure,  2  Carter, 

7. 

-  Dodge  r.  Stacer,  -39  Tx  560. 

'  Baker  c.  Qarke,  4  >".  H.  3S0. 

*Cole  c.  Sprowl.  S5  Me.  161. 

'  Curtis  c.  HoTT,  19  Conn.  LSt 

•  State  e.  Town  of  Biclimond,  1  B,  I. 


11 


49. 

•Begrna  e.  ITn.  King  Tel.  Co.,  31 
Law  J.  167;  Tomer  c.  Blngwood 
Highway  Board,  L.  R,  9  Eq.  Ca.  41S  ; 
Siddons  r.  Gardner,  42  Me.  24rS  ;  Dim- 
mock  c.  Sheffield,  di>  Conn.  127 ;  Sew- 
ard t.  MUford,  21  Wi=.  4S5 :  Shepard- 
eon  c.  Colerain,  13  Mete.  (Mass.;  56 ; 
Morse  t.  Bichmond,  41  Vt.  435. 


^  Sparhflwk  c.  Salem,  1  AHen  vMa5fi.\, 
30 ;  Coit  c.  Standish,  44  Me.  IdS  ;  Wil- 
lev  c.  Portsmouth,  35  N .  H.  S^^S. 

'»  Bex  c.Xeil.  2  Car.  &  Pavne,  4S5. 

^^  People  c.  Cunninerham.  1  Denio 
(X.  Y.\  524 ;  Bex  c.  Bus^sell.  6  East,  427. 

■'^  In  Com.  c.  King.  13  Mete.  iMass.) 
115,  it  was  held  no  defense  to  an  indict- 
ment for  a  nuisance  bj  placing  obstruc- 
tions in  a  Mshw^ay  thai  tiey  were 
placed  outside  the  traveled  f«ih  where 
there  were  ledges  and  which  cannot 
be  used  for  travel  The  court  say : 
"  Individuals  only  require  a  road  of 
proper  width  and  repair.  But  the 
town    to    enable    it  to  discharge  iia 
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doubtless  is  the  law,  that  the  public  would  not  be  liable  for 
injuries  incurred  by  a  traveler,  who  unnecessarily  drove  out  of  the 
beaten  track  of  a  highway,  and  followed  his  own  inclinations  in 
traveling  there,  but  if  he  chooses  to  go  there  he  has  a  perfect  right 
to  do  so  at  his  own  risk,  and  any  obstacle  placed  in  the  way  of  his 
doing  so,  is  clearly  an  infringement  and  obstruction  of  a  public 
right,  and  an  annoyance  such  as  brings  it  within  the  idea  of  this 
class  of  wrongs.'  It  must,  however,  be  of  such  a  character  and 
kind  as  to  operate  as  an  obstruction  to  public  travel  or  to  public 
rights,  or  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  persons  traveling  there,"  or 
as  to  offend  and  annoy  those  who  come  in  contact  with  it.' 

Sec.  251.  Highways  are  intended  for,  and  devoted  to,  the  pur- 
poses of  public  travel,  and  every  person  may  exercise  this  right 
reasonably.  But  every  unreasonable  use  of  the  same,  whereby 
others  are  hindered,  delayed  or  annoyed  in  a  like  reasonable  use 
of  the  same,  or  in  the  rights  incident  thereto,  is  a  nuisance.*  But 
whether  a  pai'ticular  use,  that  is  not  a  nuisance  i)er  se^  is  an 
unreasonable  use  and  a  nuisance,  is  a  question  of  fact,  to  be 
judged  of  from  the  circumstances  of  each  case  by  the  jury.' 

Sec.  252.  Every  actual  encroachment  upon  a  highway  by  the 
erection  of  a  fence,  or  building  thereon,  or  any  other  permanent 
or  habitual  obstruction  thereof,  may  fairly  bo  said  to  be  a  nui- 
sance, even  though  it  does  not  operate  as  an  actual  obstruction  of 
public  travel.  It  is  an  encroachment  upon  a  public  right,  and  as 
such  is  clearly  a  purpresture  and  a  nuisance.      The  public  is 

duties  to  the  public,  requires  the  full  not  upon  this  point  entitled  to  weight 

and  entire  width  of  the  whole  located  as  an  authority, 

highway."      Harlow  «.   The   State,  1  "  Dover  ■».  Fox,  9  B.  Monr.  201. 

Iowa,    437  ;    Wetmore    «.    Tracy,    14  »  Manly  «.  Gibson,  13  111.  308. 

Wend.   (N.  T.)  250;  Wright  «.  Saun-  •*  State -y.  Carver,  5  Strobh.  (S.  C.)  217 ; 

ders,  65  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  254.  Columbus  v.  Jaques,  30  Ga.  506  ;  QiQT- 

'  narrower  «.  Ritson,  37  Barb.  (N.Y.  rish  «.  Brown,  51  Me.  256. 

S.  C.)  801  ;  Davis  v.  Mayor,  etc.,  14  N.  »  Wetmore  v.Tracy,  14  Wend.  (N.Y.) 

Y.  506 ;  People  w.Vanderbilt,  28  id.  396;  250 ;  Com.  -y.  King,  13  Mete.  (Mass.)  115; 

People  «.  Cunningham,  1  Denio,  524 ;  Harlow  v.  State,  1  Iowa,  439  ;  Angell 

Chamberlin  ».   Enfield,  43  N.  H.  356  ;  on  Highways,  266  ;  Lodie  v.  Arnold.  1 

but  see  Griffith  «.  McCullum,  46  Barb.  Salk.    168  ;    Harrower    v.   Ritson,  37 

561,  where  a  different  doctrine  is  held  Barb.  (N.Y.  S.  C.)  301 ;  1  Hawk.  P.  C.  76, 

but  which  is  in  conflict  with  the  cases  §^  48-60 ;  James  «.  Hayward,  Cro.  Oar. 

involving  similar  questions  both  in  the  184  ;  Rogers  «.  Rogers,  14  Wend.  N.Y. 

supreme  court  and  court  of  appeals  of  181. 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  which  is 
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entitled  to  the  full  and  free  use  of  all  the  territory  embraced 
within  a  highway,  in  its  full  length  and  breadth,  not  only  for 
the  purpose  of  public  travel,  but  also  for  all  the  purposes  that 
are  legitimately  incident  thereto,  such  as  the  laying  of  drains 
therein,  taking  the  soil  and  trees  thereon  growing,  for  the 
purposes  of  repair,  and  the  doing  of  any  act  conducive  to  the 
public  health,  comfort  or  necessity,  that  does  not  diminish 
or  impair  the  transit  thereover. '  So,  every  individual  mem- 
ber of  the  public  has  a  right  to  travel  over  any  part  of  the 
land  embraced  within  the  limits  of  a  highway,  whether  the  same 
is  worked  or  ordinarily  used  for  that  purpose  or  not,  and  as  any 
encroachment  thereon  interferes  as  well  with  the  rights  of  the 
public  politically  as  with  the  rights  of  the  members  thereof  in- 
dividually, it  is  a  nuisance,  and  it  is  no  defense  that  the  encroach- 
ment is  really  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.''  Thus,  in  the  case 
of  People  V.  Yandei'hilt,  decided  in  the  court  of  appeals  of  the 
State  of  New  York  and  reported  in  28  N.  Y.  396,  which  was  an 
action  upon  the  equity  side  of  the  court  to  restrain  the  enlarge- 
ment of  a  crib  or  pier  in  the  North  river,  it  was  insisted  by 
the  defendant  that  the  erection  would  not  interfere  with  navi- 
gation, and  consequently  would  not  be  a  nuisance,  but  Emmott, 

'  Gregory  v.  Commonwealth,  2  Dana  593  ;  but  see  Baker  v.  Shephard,  24  N. 

(Ky.),   417  ;  Stetson  v.  Faxon,  19  Pick.  H.  231,    where  it  was  held  that  the 

(Mass.)  147  ;  Barker  •».  Com.  19  Penn.  public  had  no  right  to  take  trees  grow- 

St.  412  ;  Rex  «. Wright,  3  B.  &  Ad.  681.  ing  on  the  highway  even  for  purposes 

In  Harlow  v.  State,  1  Iowa,  439,  it  was  of  repair.     But  it  is  evident  from  the 

neld  that  an  indictment  would  lie  for  authority  cited  by  the  court   that  it 

obstructing  a  road  established  by  re-  mistook  the   distinction   between  the 

location^  even  though  it  has  never  been  taking  of  the   trees  and  soil  for  the 

used  as  a  road.     Reg. «.  Un.  King.  Tel.  necessary  purposes  of  repair,  and  the 

Co.,  31  Law  J.  M.  C.  167;  Turner  v.  Ring-  taking  of  them  for  other  purposes. 
wood  Highway  Board,  L.  R.,  9  Eq.  Ca.        '^  In  England  it  is  held  to  be  enough 

418 ;  Addison  on  Torts,  225 ;  Lancaster  that  the   fence  stands  in  the  way  of 

Turnpike  Co.  v.  Rogers,  2  Barr.  (Penn.)  any  person  who  may  wish  to  go  there. 

114 ;    Ring  v.  Shoneberger,  2   Watts  Reg.  v.  Un.  King.  Tel.  Co.,  3  Law  J. 

(Penn.),   S3;  Wetmore   v.   Tracey,  14  M.  C.  167;  Turner  ».  Ringwood  High. 

Wend.  (N.Y.)  250  ;  Gunter  v.  Geary,  1  Board,   L.  R.,  9  Eq.  Cas.  418;  Rex  v. 

Cal.    462 ;    Dimmett    v.   Eskridge,    6  Wright,  3  B.  &  Ad.  683  ;  Reg.  v.  Train, 

Munf.   (Va.)   308  ;  Com.   v.   King,   13  31  Law  J.  M.  C.  169  ;  Rex  v.  Tindall,  6 

Mete.   (Mass.)   115  ;   Dickey   v.  Maine  Ad.  &  E.  143  ;  Rex  v.  Ward,  4  id.  460  ; 

Tel.   Co.,  46    Me.   483;    Harrower  v.  Com.  ?;.  King,  13  Mete.  115;  Stephani 

Ritson,  37  Barb.   (N.   Y.   S.   C.)   301  ;  v.  Brown,  50  111.  428  ;  Dickey  v.  Maine 

Wright  v.  Saunders,  65  id.  254;  Cal-  Tel.  Co.,  36  Me.  483;  Com.  v.  Ruggles, 

lendar  v.  Marsh,  1  Pick.  (Mass.)  417 ;  6  Allen  (Mass.),  588  ;   Morse  -y.   Rich- 

RadcliflFe    v.    Mayor,    4    N.    Y.    195;  mond,  41   Vt.   435;  Wright   v.  Saun- 

Snyder  v.  Rockport,  6  Ind.  237  ;  Gass-  dera,  6J  Barb.  (N.  Y   S.  C.)  254  ;  Mor- 

ler  V.  Georgetown,  6   Wheat.   (U.  S.)  ton  v.  Moore,  5  Gray  (Mass.),  573. 
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J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  laid  down  the  rule 
thus :  "  The  defendant  cannot  avoid  liability  for  what  he  did 
and  intended  to  do,  on  the  ground  that  the  proof  does  not  show 
that  the  people  sustained  or  would  sustain  any  actual  damages 
by  the  crib  or  proposed  pier,"  and  he  refers  to  the  case  of  Rex 
V.  Ward,  4  Ad.  &  E.  384,  and  says :  "  It  was  held  in  that  case 
on  a  trial  of  an  indictment  for  a  nuisance  in  a  navigable  river 
and  common  king's  highway,  that  the  finding  of  a  jury  that 
the  embankment  was  a  nuisance,  but  that  the  inconvenience 
was  counterbalanced  by  the  public  benefit  arising  from  the 
alteration,  amounts  to  a  verdict  of  guilty,"  and  he  announces 
the  doctrine  of  the  case  in  hand  thus :  "  The  crib  sank  bv  the 
defendant  and  proposed  pier  are  a  purpresture  and  per  se  a  pub- 
lic nuisance.  The  offer,  therefore,  of  the  defendant's  counsel  to 
prove,  by  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  that  the  crib  and  proposed 
pier  were  not  and  could  not  be  an  actual  nuisance,  and  would 
not  injuriously  interfere  with  or  affect  the  navigation  of  the 
river  or  bay  was  properly  overruled."  This  case  is  a  full 
authority  to  sustain  the  doctrine  that  any  encroachment  upon  a 
highway  that  interferes  with  public  rights  to  the  extent  of 
amounting  to  a  purpresture  is  p^er  se  a  nuisance  whether  it 
operates  to  interfere  with  the  ordinary  transit  over  it  or  not. 

Sec.  253.  So  in  the  case  of  The  State  v.  Woodward,  23  Yt. 
92,  which  was  an  indictment  against  the  defendant  for  making 
an  erection  upon  lands  dedicated  to  the  use  of  the  public  for 
a  highway,  the  court  held  that  such  an  appropriation  of  the  land 
was  per  se  a  nuisance,  and  refused  to  submit  the  question  to 
the  jury  to  say  whether  the  erection  was  a  nuisance. 

So  in  the  case  of  State  v.  Atkinson,  28  Vt.  448,  the  question 
again  arose  before  the  same  court,  and  it  was  held  that,  "  when 
the  fee  of  land  is  vested  either  in  a  town  or  individual,  yet,  if 
the  actual  use  and  occupation  are  in  the  public  as  a  highway 
or  common,  any  obstruction  of  it  is  a  nuisance,  for  which  the 
person  making  it  is  indictable." 

Sec.  254.  In  the  case  of  Harrower  v.  Ritson,  36  Barb.  (S.  C. 
N.  Y.)  303,  Allen,  J.,  in  a  masterly  opinion,  w^hose  doctrine  has 
since  in  several  instances  been  re-affirmed,  in  the  same  court  lays 
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down  the  rule  thus :  "  The  fence  was  undoubtedly  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  highway.  It  was  also  a  public  nuisance,  and 
indictable  as  such.  4  Bl.  Com.  16T.  And  had  the  plaintiffs 
been  indicted  for  erecting  the  nuisance  the  charge  of  the  judge 
would  have  been  strictly  correct.  It  would  have  constituted 
no  defense  that  travel  was  not  entirely  obstructed  or  hindered. 
The  public  have  the  right  to  the  entire  width  of  the  road, 
a  right  of  passage  in  the  road  to  its  utmost  extent,  unob- 
structed by  any  impediment."  When  it  is  remembered  that 
the  judge  at  the  circuit  instructed  the  jury  that  the  fence 
amounted  to  an  obstruction  if  it  was  within  the  actual  limits  of 
the  highway,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  right  to  narrow  the 
road ;  the  statement  of  the  court  that  the  charge  would  have 
been  correct  if  made  in  a  case  where  the  plaintiff  was  indicted 
for  the  obstruction,  is  a  full  adoption  of  the  principle  that  any 
encroachment  upon  a  highway  is  a  nuisance. 

Sec.  255.  In  the  case  of  The  King  v.  Wright^  3  B.  &  Ad. 
681,  which  was  an  indictment  for  encroaching  upon  a  highway, 
the  same  doctrine  was  held,  and  Lord  Tenterden,  0.  J.,  in 
King's  Bench,  said :  "  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  when  I  see  a 
space  of  fifty  or  sixty  feet  through  which  a  road  passes,  between 
inclosures,  set  out  under  an  act  of  parliament,  that,  unless  the 
contrary  be  shown,  the  public  are  entitled  to  the  whole  of  that 
space,  although  from  motives  of  economy,  perhaps,  the  whole  of 
it  has  not  been  kept  in  repair.  If  it  were  once  held  that  only 
the  middle  part  which  carriages  ordinarily  run  upon  was  the  road, 
you  might  by  degrees  inclose  up  to  it,  so  that  there  would  not 
be  room  left  for  two  carriages  to  pass.*  The  space  at  the  sides  is 
also  necessary  to  afford  the  benefit  of  air  and  sun."  In  Rex  v. 
Lord  Grovernor,  2  Stark.  511,  as  well  as  in  Queen  v.  Betts,  16  Q. 
B.  1022,  it  was  held  that  "  any  permanent  or  habitual  obstruction 
in  a  public  street  or  highway  is  an  indictable  nuisance,  although 
there  be  room  enough  left  for  carriages  to  pass."  * 

'  See,  also,  tlie  following  cases  to  the  230 ;  City  of  Rochester  v.  Erickson,  46 

same  effect :    Chamberlain  ■».  Enfield,  Barb.  (S.C.  N.  Y.)93  ;  Purcell  «.  Potter, 

43  N.H.  356  ;  Rex  v.  Russell,  6  East,  427;  Anthon's  N.  P.  R.  (N.  Y.)  310 ;  Dickey 

People  v.  Cunningham,  1  Denio  (N.  Y.),  ■».  Me.  Tel.  Co.,  46  Me.  483 ;  Wright  v. 

542;  Davis'U.Mayor,  14N.Y.  524;  Rex  Saunders,  65  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  214,  in 

5.  Cross,  3  Camp.  226  ;  Rex  v.  Jones,  id.  which  it  was  held  that  the  defendant 

31 
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Sec.  256,  In   Wetmore  v.  Tracy^  14  Wend.  250,  JSTelson,  J., 
says :  "  Encroachments  upon  highways  are  pronounced  nuisances 
at  common  law,  and  abatable  as  such."     2  Burns'  Just.  503 ;  2 
Hawk.  408,  §§  61,  62.     Hawkins  in  vol.  1,  p.  408  of  his  Pleas 
of  the  Crown,  says  :    "  It  seemeth  that  an  heir  may  be  indicted 
for  continuing  an  encroachment  or  other  nuisance  to  a  highway 
begun    by   his   ancestor,  because    such    a    continuance   thereof 
amounts,  in  the  judgment  of  the  law,  to  anew  nuisance."     It 
will  be  seen  by  this  that  the  author  speaks  of  encroachments  upon 
a  highway  as  a  positive  nuisance,  and  all  the  early  cases  sustain 
this  position,  as  well  as  all  the  modern  cases  that  are  well   con- 
sidered, and  decided  upon  principle.     In  the  same  volume  above 
referred  to,  on  page  404,  the  writer  says :  "  As  to  the  first  point, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  all  injuries  whatsoever  to  any  high- 
way, as  by  digging  a  ditch  or  making  a  hedge  over  thwart  it,  or 
laying  logs  of  timber  in  it,  or  by  doing  any  other  act,  which  will 
render  it  less  commodious  to  the  King's  people,  are  public  nui- 
sances at  common  law."      In  the  succeeding  section   he  adds: 
"Also,  it  seemeth  to  be  clear,  that  it  is  no  excuse,  for  one  who 
layeth  logs  in  the  highway,  that  he  laid  them  only  here  and  there, 
so  that  people  might  have  a  passage  by  windings  and  turnings 
through  the  logs."     It  is  not  enough  that  a  passage  is  left  for 
carriages,  the  way  must  not  be  interfered  with  by  individuals  in 
such  a  way  that  by  any  possibility  it  may  interfere  with  public 
convenience  or  public  rights.     In  Regina  v.  The  Un.  King  Tele- 
graph Co.,  31  Law  J.  M.  C.  167,  it  was  held  "  that  the  public 
have  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  whole  of  the  highway,  and  are 
not  confined  to  that  part  of  it  which  is  metaled  or  kept  in  order 
for  the  more  convenient  use  of  carriages  and  passengers,"  and  it 
was  held  that  the  respondents,  by  placing  posts  to  hold  their 
wires  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  highway,  were  guilty  of  a  nui- 
sance.    "  It  is  enough,"  say  the  court,  "  that  the  posts  stand  in 
the  way  of  those  who  may  choose  to  go  there."  ' 

was  liable  to  the  plaintiff  for  injuries  that  a  person  had  a  right  to  travel  on 

Bustained  by  him  by  reason  of  falling  any  part  of  a  highway.    Com.  ■».  King, 

into  a  post-hole  dug  by  the  defendant  13   Met.  (Mass.)  115;  Howard   «.  The 

on  the   extreme  limit  of  a  highway,  Inhabitants  of  N.  Bridge  water,  16  Pick, 

and   at  a  point   which,  by  reason  of  (Mass.)  189. 

natural  obstructions,  was  not  suscepti-  '  See,  also.  Rex  v.  Wright,  3  B.  &  Ad. 

ble  of  use  for  the  purpose  of  public  683 ;    Turner  v.   Ringwood  Highway 

travel.     The  court  expressly  holding  Board,  L.  R.,  9  Eq.  Ca.  418 ;  Regina  v 
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The  same  rule  was  announced  in  the  case  of  Davis  v.  Th-e 
Mayor,  etc.,  14  N.  Y.  524;  and  it  mar  be  regarded  as  the  set- 
tled rule  both  in  this  country  and  England  that  permanent  or  hab- 
itual encroachments  or  obstructions  upon  highways  are  pub- 
lic nuisances. 

Sec.  257.  There  are  cases  in  apparent  conflict  with  this  doc- 
trine, but,  upon  examination,  it  will  be  found  that  the  questions 
arose  in  private  actions  against  individuals  who  of  their  own 
motion  removed  such  obstructions,  when  they  did  not  operate  as 
an  impediment  or  obstruction  to  them,  and  consequently  were 
not  nuisances  such  as  would  justify  individuals  in  abating.  The 
courts  have  made  a  distinction  between  nuisances  upon  high- 
ways that  affected  the  individual  members  of  the  public,  and 
those  that  affected  public  rights  purely,  and  it  is  in  maintaining 
this  distinction  that  this  apparent  conflict  arises.  This  distinction 
was  well  defined  in  the  case  of  Harrower  v.  Ritson^  supra.  In 
PecTcham  v.  Henderson,  27  Barb.  (S.  C.  N.  Y.)  207,  it  was  held 
that,  "  where  a  road  was  laid  out  six  rods  wide,  but  is  fenced  only 
four  rods,  and  is  thus  used  for  thirtv  vears  without  evidence  of 
annoyance  or  inconvenience,  such  fence  will  not  be  such  a  public 
nuisance  as  will  justify  the  commissioners  of  highways  in  abating 
it  by  removal."  But  where  the  people  assert  their  rights  through 
the  proper  channels  against  such  encroachments,  as  by  indictment 
or  information  in  equity,  the  rule  is  otherwise.  This  case  is  in 
conflict  with  the  settled  doctrine  of  all  well-considered  cases  not 
only  in  New  York  but  elsewhere,  and  since  the  case  of  Har- 
rower V.  Ritson,  ante,  is  certainly  no  authority  in  that  State.* 

Sec.  258.  So,  too,  because  building  is  necessary,  stones,  biick, 
sand  and  other  materials  may  be  placed  in  the  street,  pi'ovided  it 
be  done  in  the  most  convenient  manner."''     So  a  merchant  may 

Train,   31  Law  J.  M.  C.  169  ;   Kes  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  id.  274;  Wendell  c.Tror, 

Ward,  4  Ad.  &  E.  460  ;  Rex  v.  Tindall,  39  id.  581  ;  Milhau  v.  Sharp,  28  Barb. 

6  id.  143 ;  Higinbothan  v.  East  t  Cont.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  228. 

Steam  Packet  Co.,  8  C.  B.  337;  Com.  '  Dicker  r.  Maine  Tel.  Co.,  46  Me. 

•0.  King,   12    Met.   (Mass.)   115;    Rex  483. 

t.  Morris,  1  B.  &  Ad.  441 ;  Harrow  v.  ^  Vanderpool   v.    Hudson,   28   Barb 

The  State,  1  Iowa,  489 ;  Dickey  v.  TU-  (K  Y.  S.  C.)  186  ;  Jackson  v.  Schmidt, 

bo,  4  Me.  483;  Knox  i-.  Mayor,  55  Barb.  14  La.  An.  806  ;  Haight  v.  Keokuk,  4 

(N.   Y.  S.   C.)   254;    Osborn  v.  Ferry  Iowa,  199  ;  Cashing  c.  Adams,  18  Pick. 

Co.,  53  id.  627 ;  People  v.  N.  Y.  &  H.  (Mass.)  110. 
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have  his  goods  placed  in  the  street  for  the  purpose  of  having 
them  removed  to  his  store  in  a  reasonable  time,  but  he  has  no 
right  to  keep  them  there  for  the  purposes  of  sale.  So,  when  a 
person  leaves  wood  or  other  goods  in  the  street,  on  account  of 
the  breaking  down  of  his  wagon  on  which  he  was  drawing  it,  he 
should  remove  it  without  unnecessary  delay  or  it  will  become  a 
nuisance,  although  he  may  leave  it  there  a  reasonable  time.' 

Indeed,  it  may  be  stated  generally  as  the  law,  that  any  tem- 
porary use  of  a  highway  or  street  that  is  rendered  absolutely 
necessary  from  the  necessities  of  trade,  or  erection  of  buildings 
that  does  not  unnecessarily  or  unreasonably  obstruct  the  same,  is 
lawful ;  so,  too,  a  temporary  obstruction  that  arises  from  acci- 
dental causes  does  not  render  a  person  liable  for  a  nuisance, 
provided  that  in  all  these  instances  no  unreasonable  or  unneces- 
sary delay  is  permitted." 

But  it  must  not  be  understood  that  even  for  the  purposes  of 
business,  whether  in  the  erection  of  buildings,  the  loading  and 
unloading  of  goods,  or  from  any  cause  whatever,  any  unreasona- 
ble use  of  the  highway  can  be  justified.* 

USES  OF  HIGHWAYS  THAT  ARE  UNREASONABLE. 

Sec.  259.  A  person  using  a  highway  for  the  purposes  of  travel 
must  do  so  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  unnecessarily  or  unreasonably 
impede  the  exercise  of  the  same  right  by  others,  and  if  he  does 
not  exercise  this  right  reasonably  he  is  guilty  of  a  nuisance.* 

Thus  a  person  has  no  right  to  stop  his  team  in  the  highway, 
and  allow  it  to  remain  there  to  the  hindrance  of  others.  Neither 
has  he  a  right  to  deposit  goods  from  his  wagons  upon  a  highway 
or  street,  and  allow  them  to  remain  there  unreasonably  ;  neither 
has  he  a  right  to  sufier  goods,  or  his  wagons,  to*  remain  there  for 
more  than  a  reasonable  time,  in   case  of  accident  by  which  his 

'  Passmore  v.  Williams,  1  S.  &  R.  *  Northrop  v.  Burrows,  10  Abb.  (N, 

(Penn.)  219  ;  People  v.  Cunningbam,  1  T.)  536. 

Denio  (N.  Y.),  524 ;  Rex  v.  Watts,  2  «  Clark  v.  Fry,  8  Ohio  St.  358  ;  Bush 
Esp.  675;  Harnwood  n.  Pearson,  1  ■».  Steinman,  1  Bos.  &  Pul.  407;  Pal- 
Camp.  515  ;  Congreve  v.  Smith,  18  N.  mer  v.  Silverthorn,  32  Penn.  6t  65. 
Y.  79  ;  Congreve  v.  Morgan,  id.  84 ;  •*  Rex  v.  Cross,  3  Camp.  226  ;  Rex  o. 
Northrop  •».  Burrows,  10  Abb.  (N.  Y.)  Russell,  6  East,  427 ;  Rex  v.  Jones,  3 
365  ;  Wood  v.  Mears,  12  Ind.  515.  Camp.   230 ;   Burdick    v.   Worrall,    4 

Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  596. 
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wagon  is  broken,  or  his  goods  thrown  there,  and  a  reasonable 
time  is  such  time  as  is  required  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business 
to  remove  them.^  Neither  has  a  merchant  or  trader,  or  manu- 
facturer, or  any  person,  no  matter  how  great  the  necessity  of  his 
business,  any  right  to  use  any  part  of  the  highway  for  the  deposit, 
exhibition  or  sale  of  his  goods.  Neither  has  he  a  right  to  con- 
duct his  business  in  such  a  way  as  to  keep  goods  constantly  stand- 
ing on  the  walk,  or  teams  constantly,  or  for  any  considerable 
portion  of  the  time  employed  in  front  of  his  premises  engaged 
in  loading  or  unloading  goods,  and  the  fact  that  the  same  is 
necessary,  in  the  course  of  his  business,  is  no  excuse ;  it  is  his 
duty  to  carry  on  his  trade  where  he  will  produce  no  serious 
annoyance  to  the  people,  as  public  convenience  and  necessity  are 
paramount  to  the  ends  of  trade  or  individual  necessity." 

Sec.  260.  Thus  is  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Russell,  6  East,  427, 
which  was  an  indictment  against  the  defendant,  who  was  a  wag- 
goner, for  obstructing  the  streets  with  his  wagons  and  goods,  it 
appeared  that  the  defendant  was  engaged  in  the  transportation 
of  goods  to  and  from  Exeter,  and  owned  and  used  in  his  business 
a  large  number  of  wagons,  and  that  often  one,  and  sometimes 
three,  were  for  several  hours  allowed  to  stand  in  the  street  before* 
his  warehouse,  and  frequently  occupied  one-half  of  the. street,  so 
that  no  carriage  could  pass  on  that  side  of  the  street,  although 
two  carriages  could  pass  on  the  other  side.  That  the  wagons 
were  loaded  and  unloaded  in  the  street,  and  the  packages  thrown 
down  on  the  same  side  of  the  street,  so  as  frequently,  with  the 
wagons,  to  obstruct  even  foot  passengers,  and  compel  them  to 
cross  to  the  other  side  of  the  street. 

The  defendant  insisted  that  partial  obstructions  of  the  street, 
which  arose  out  of  the  necessary  mode  of  carrying  on  business 
in  a  populous  city  having  narrow  streets,  and  the  access  to  houses 
necessarily  confined,  did  not  constitute  a  nuisance,  the  passage 
not  being  impeded,  but  only  narrowed. 

'  Commonwealtli  v.  Passmore,  IS.  *  Com.  ■».  Passmore,  1  S.  &  R.  (Penn.) 

&  R.  (Penn.)  219  ;   St.  John  ■».  Mayor,  219 ;  St.  John  v.  Mayor,  etc.,  6  Daer 

etc.,   6   Duer  (N.  Y.),   315  ;    Wood  v.  (N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.),  315  ;  Wood  v.  Mears, 

Wear,12Ind.515;  Gahager«.  R.R.Co.,  13  Ind.  515. 
1  Allen  (Mass.),  187 ;  Bush  v.  Steinman, 
1  B.  &  P.  407. 
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That  the  same  thing  necessarily  happened  in  the  carriage  of 
goods  to  and  from  every  tradesman's  shop  in  a  street.  That  the 
scaffolds  erected  in  the  streets,  before  houses  under  repair,  stood 
upon  the  same  plea  of  necessity,  though  the  passage  was  thereby 
£rreatlv  obstructed  for  the  time.  The  court  savs :  "  It  shoidd  be 
fully  understood  that  the  defendant  cannot  lawfully  carry  on  any 
part  of  his  business  in  the  public  street  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
public ;  the  primary  object  of  a  street  is  free  passage  for  the  pub- 
lic, and  any  thing  which  impedes  that  free  passage  is  a  nuisance. 
If  the  nature  of  the  defendant's  business  is  such  as  to  reqtdre  the 
loading  and  unloading  of  so  many  more  of  his  waffons  than  can 
conveniently  be  contained  within  his  own  premises,  he  must 
either  enlarge  his  premises,  or  remove  his  business  to  some  other 
more  convenient  locality." 

Sec.  261.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  while  necessity,  such  as  the 
erection  of  buildings,  the  loading  and  unloading  of  goods,  the 
setting  down  and  taking  in  of  passengers  from  or  to  a  coach,  etc., 
will  excuse  a  temporary  obstruction  of  a  highway,  that  neverthe- 
less the  right  must  be  exercised  reasonably,  and  that  no  man 
has  a  right  for  any  purpose  to  persist  in  keeping  up  a  con- 
tinuous blockade  of  a  part  of  the  street,  either  under  the  plea 
of  necessity  or  otherwise,  for  public  rights  and  the  public  con- 
venience are  paramount  to  the  necessities  of  trade  or  individual 
convenience. 

Sec.  262.  The  pubKc  are  not  only  entitled  to  a  free  passage 
along  the  street,  but  are  entitled  to  a  free  passage  over  any 
porrion  of  it  that  they  may  choose  to  take,  and  no  person  has 
a  right  unreasonably  or  unnecessarily  to  impair  that  right.  The 
right  to  load  and  unload  carriages  in  a  highway  is  one  of  the 
rights  incident  to  it,  but  it  is  entirely  subordinate  to  the  right 
of  passage,  and  must  be  so  exercised  as  not  unreasonably  to 
abridge  or  impair  this  superior  right.* 

Sec.  263.  In  R«c  v.  Jon^s,  3  Camp.  230,  the  doctrine  as  to  the 
rights  of  parties  to  the  use  of  highways  from  necessity  was  laid 

I  Thorpe  v.  Brumfitt,  8  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.)  6oO. 
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i-.-^rz.  \r  L : rd  £ixssBaBOir<&H  qidte  disdnetlj  in  aeeordanee  with 

.-        .    ?t5tt^rrL^'^^*=   in   section  259,  ante.     This  vas  an  in- 

.  merchant  in  St.  John's  street.  Djndon, 

part  of  the  street  rz    ir  Ir -l-  I'i 

ber  vard  in  the  rieiiiity  v  . 

and  that  owing  to  the  narrownesi  : :  i 

the  oonsbnction  of  his  own  place,  he  had  in  eev^ 
necesBaiil J  deposited  long  sticks  of  timber  in  the  : 
had  them  sawed  into  shorter  peces  there,  b^re  thej  eonid  be 
carried  into  the  yard ;  and  it  was  urged  bj  hk  oonnsel  that  he 
had  a  rig^t  to  do  this  as  it  was  necessaxy  to  the  carrdng  on  of 
hiB  badness,  and  that  it  coold  not  occasion  any  more  ineonTeni- 
ence  to  the  public  than  draymen  taking  hogdieads  of  beer  i&om 
their  drays  and  letting  thon  down  into  a  cellar.  The  leamed 
jadge  said :  **  K  an  onreasonafale  time  is  oecnpied  in  ddir^ing 
beer  from  a  brewer's  dray  into  the  cellar  of  a  publican,  this  ia 
certainly  a  nuisance.  A  c-v-*  or  wagcm  may  be  nnloaded  at  a 
gateway,  but  this  r  -  "  -  -:^"'^'-  -'nmptneBB.     So  as  to  the 

repairing  of  a  houi^-    ^     _  -it  to  the  inctHiT^uenee 

occasioned  necessarily  in  repairing  the  house ;  but  if  this  ineoo- 
Tenience  diould  be  prolonged  for  an  unreaeonaUe  time,  the 
public  have  a  ri^t  to  complain,  and  the  party  may  be  indicted 
for  a  nuisance.  The  rule  of  law  upon  this  subject  is  much 
neglected,  and  great  adTant^es  would  uise  from  a  strict,  steady 
application  of  it.  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  doubt  tiie  guilt  ci 
this  defendant.  He  is  not  to  eke  out  the  inecHiTenience  of  his 
own  premise  by  taking  in  the  pubtie  highway  into  his  timber 
yard,  and  if  the  street  be  too  narrow  he  ^e  to  a  more 

ccMumodious  place  for  carrying  on  1  -       -     r>i. 

Sbc.  264.  In  E&d  t.  Ooss,  3  Csmp.  254.  wif  ±  ^ss  sn  indi^i- 
ment  against  the  defers  !!:.t:t  :^?r  allowing  Ms  :-;i.;:ies  t:-  renain  an 
unreasonable  tiire  i:_  :  t  "  Mc^w^aT  neir  '."'i j "^i ^^j  Cr<:-^m.  a 
similar  doctrine  ~  r     ^  ~       ~   *  :->fT  *~t  '-"t~  '  *:"  ~"=  ".  —  - 

prietor  of  a  Grtvi.~./_  ;:  _-  _  1  r 

a  day  and  drew  up  oppo^te  toabank---_  —  _f  ^:   t   :: 

the  street,  where  it  would  usuaflx  remain  i. ; :  i:  '  "-rf-:  i.  r:f r;  : : 
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an  hour  taking  in  parcels  and  waiting  for  passengers.  Lord 
Ellenboeough,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  among 
other  things,  said:  "Every  unauthorized  obstruction  of  a  high- 
way to  the  annoyance  of  the  king's  subjects  is  a  nuisance.  The 
king's  highway  is  not  to  be  used  as  a  stable  yard.  *  *  *  A 
stage  coach  may  set  down  or  take  up  passengers  in  the  street, 
this  being  necessary  for  public  convenience,  but  it  must  be  done 
in  a  reasonable  time,  and  private  premises  must  be  provided  for 
the  coach  to  stand  while  waiting  between  one  journey  and  the 
commencement  of  another.  No  one  can  make  a  stable  yard  of 
the  king's  highway." 

Sec.  265.  The  leading  American  case  on  this  subject  is  that  of 
The  People  v.  Cunningham^  1  Denio  (N.  T.  S.  C),  524.  In 
that  case  the  defendants  were  the  owners  of  a  brewery  on  Front 
street  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  and,  in  the  process  of  their  busi- 
ness as  brewers,  they  accumulated  large  quantities  of  swill  or  slops, 
being  t^e  grains  remaining  after  distillation.     These  they  sold. 

On  their  premises  there  were  vats  or  reservoirs,  and  running 
from  them  were  several  twelve  inch  pipes  extending  over  the 
sidewalk,  sufficiently  high  for  persons  to  walk  under  them,  into 
the  street  about  two  feet  beyond  the  curb  stone.  Persons  wish- 
i]ig  to  take  away  the  slops  came  with  their  carts  and  wagons, 
and,  driving  under  the  ends  of  these  pipes,  received  their  load, 
which  was  let  off  by  means  of  faucets  in  the  ends  of  the  pipes, 
thus  conducting  the  contents  of  the  vats  into  tubs  or  hogsheads 
standing  in  the  carts  or  wagons  brought  to  take  it  away.  The 
teams  and  vehicles,  of  which  considerable  numbers  were  usually 
waiting  to  be  served,  were  formed  into  lines  on  each  side  of  the 
street,  frequently  occupying  its  center.  They  were  driven  to  the 
place  where  the  slops  were  discharged  and  were  loaded  up  and 
driven  off  as  their  turns  came,  according  to  the  order  in  which 
they  stood.  A  collection  of  teams  was  thus  accumulated  at  that 
point  in  the  street  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  frequently 
blocked  up  from  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  until  late  in  the 
evening,  so  that  persons  wishing  to  pass  through  the  street  were 
prevented  from  doing  so.  It  was  insisted  by  the  defendants  that, 
their  business  being  a  lawful  one  at  the  place  where  it  was  con- 
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ducted,  they  had  a  right  to  use  so  much  of  the  street  as  was 
necessary  to  deliver  the  slops,  etc.,  provided  they  used  reasonable 
diligence  and  dispatch.  And  the  defendants  also  insisted  that 
they  were  not  liable  for  the  obstruction  caused  by  the  teams  and 
carts,  unless  they  were  the  owners  thereof,  or  had  the  control  or 
direction  of  them,  or  unless  they  sanctioned  the  obstruction. 
That  they  were  not  chargeable  for  an  obstruction  of  the  street 
occasioned  by  their  customers  coming  there  on  their  lawful  busi- 
ness and  of  their  own  accord.  That  the  law  did  not  regard  it  as 
a  probable  consequence  of  their  invitation  to  their  customers, 
that  the  streets  should  be  obstructed  by  their  resort  there,  or 
raise  the  presumption  that  they  sanctioned  the  obstruction.  The 
court,  however,  charged  the  jury  that,  assuming  the  defendants' 
business  to  be  a  lawful  one,  if  by  their  neglect  or  inability  to 
accommodate  the  owners  of  the  vehicles  resorting  there  for  the 
slops,  they  compelled  them  to  stand  in  the  streets  awaiting  their 
turns,  they  were  guilty  of  the  obstruction  to  the  highway  thereby 
occasioned.  That  the  defendants  were  bound  to  accommodate 
their  customers  coming  there  in  some  more  convenient  place 
than  in  the  streets  of  the  city,  but  that  the  jury  must,  in  order  to 
convict  the  defendants,  find  that  the  teams  came  there  by  the 
sufferance  and  permission  of  the  defendants,  and  that  their 
accumulation  there  was  the  probable  consequence  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  defendants  carried  on  their  business.  The  jury 
convicted  the  defendants,  and  the  case  was  heard  in  the  supreme 
court  on  exceptions,  where  the  charge  of  the  judge  was  fully 
sustained,  and  the  cases  of  Rex  v.  Russell  and  Rex  v.  Jozies  were 
referred  to  by  Jewett,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
and  their  doctrine  was  approved.' 

'  In  a  recent  case  heard  before  the  thereon  a  brick  hoase  and  furnish  the 
General  Term  of  New  York,  Jones  v.  materials,  except  the  brick.  The  con- 
Chantry,  4  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  (Parsons'  ed.)  tractor  deposited  a  lot  of  eand  and 
63,  the  defendant  was  held  liable  for  lime  in  the  highway,  extending  to 
damages  sustained  by  the  plaintifiF  by  within  twenty-two  feet  of  the  ditch  on 
personal  injuries,  under  the  following  the  east  side,  leaving  a  space  of  only 
circumstances:  The  defendant  was  a  three  and  one-half  feet  for  carriages  to 
wagon-maker,  having  a  shop  on  the  pass.  The  plaintiff  passing  over  the 
east  side  of  the  road,  and  allowed  his  road  in  a  dark  night,  there  being  no 
wagons  to  stand  in  and  near  the  gutter  guards  or  lights  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
and  extending  nearly  to  the  center  of  obstructions,  ran  upon  the  sand  and 
the  highway.  He  also  owned  a  lot  on  was  injured.  The  court  held  that,  in 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  view  of  the  use  to  which  the  defend- 
contracted    with    a    builder  to   erect  ant  devoted  the  opposite  side  of  the 

32 
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Sec.  266.  if  a  person  doing  business  upon  a  public  street  car- 
ries on  his  business  in  such  a  way  as  to  obstruct  the  street  either 
by  placing  actual  physical  obstructions  thereon,  or  by  habitually 
carrying  on  his  business  in  his  store  in  such  a  way  as  to  collect 
crowds  upon  the  walk  or  street  in  front  of  it,  so  as  to  interfere 
with  the  public  travel,  he  is  chargeable  for  a  nuisance.  Thus  in 
Rex  V.  Carlisle^  6  Car.  &  Payne,  636,  the  defendant,  who  was  a 
book-seller  upon  a  principal  street  in  London,  placed  in  his 
window  an  effigy  of  a  bishop  of  the  church,  and  placed  a  placard 
thereon  upon  which  was  written  the  words  "  Spiritual  Broker," 
and  also  placed  a  figure  of  the  devil  beside  it,  with  the  arm  of 
the  bishop  holding  on  to  the  arm  of  the  devil.  This  exhibition 
naturally  attracted  large  crowds  of  people  to  look  at  it,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  walk  in  front  of  his  shop  was  blocked  up  to 
such  an  extent  at  times  that  people  desiring  to  pass  had  to  go  oflE 
the  walk  into  the  street  in  order  to  do  so.  The  defendant  was 
indicted  for  creating  a  nuisance,  and  the  trial  came  on  before 
Pakk,  J.,  and  a  jury.  The  judge  charged  the  jury  that  the 
defendant  had  a  right  to  do  what  he  chose  upon  his  own  premi- 
ses, provided  he  did  nothing  to  annoy  or  injure  his  neighbors  or 
the  public ;  but  that  if  the  exhibition  caused  the  footway  to  be 
obstructed,  so  that  the  public  could  not  pass  as  they  ought  to  do, 
this  was  an  indictable  nuisance,  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  that 
the  figure  should  be  libelous,  or  that  the  crowd  thereby  attracted 
should  be  idle,  disorderly  or  vicious  persons.  The  defendant's 
counsel  having  argued  to  the  jury  that  the  offense  committed  by 
the  defendant  was  of  no  different  character  from  certain  proces 
sions  and  celebrations  that  were  often  conducted  in  the  public 
sti*eet,  the  judge  said  :  "  The  defendant  has  observed  upon  the 
Lord  Mayor's  day ;  but  that  is  but  one  day  in  the  year  ;  and  if, 
instead  of  that,  the  Lord  Mayor's  day  lasted  from  October  to 
December  I  should  say  it  ought  to  be  put  a  stop  to."  '  In  the 
case  of  Morristown  v.  Moyer,  67  Penn.  St.  355,  it  was  held  that 

street,  he   was   liable   for  the   injury  (Penn.)    403;    Wilkes '■».  Hungerford 

notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  sand  Market,  3  Bing.  281 ;  Jacob  Hall's  Case, 

and  lime  were  placed  in  the  highway  1  Ventris,  169 ;  Palmer  v.  Silverthan, 

by  the  contractor.  33  Penn.  St.  65  ;  Bostock  v.  No.   S.  R. 

1  Rex  V.  Cross,  3  Camp.  226 ;  Res  v.  R.  Co.,  19  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  307 ;  Rex 

Jones,  id.  230 ;  Rex  v.  Russell,  6  East,  v.  Moore,  3  B.  &  Ad.  184. 
437;   Com.  v.  Milliman,   13  S.  &  R. 
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persons  standing  and  lounging  on  the  walks  are  public  nuisances, 
and  indictable  and  punishable  as  such. 

Sec.  267.  The  collection  of  a  crowd  in  a  public  street,  by  loud 
and  indecent  language,  is  a  public  nuisance ;  *  but  it  has  been  held 
that  "  making  a  speech  "  in  a  public  street  is  not  fer  se  a  nuisance, 
but  mav  become  so  if  it  results  in  the  collection  of  a  crowd  so  as 
to  obstruct  the  streets.  And  it  seems  that  when  a  person  collects 
a  crowd  in  a  street  he  is  not  liable  civilly  for  all  injuries  that  are 
sustained  in  consequence  thereof,  but  only  for  such  as  are  the 
probable  smd  proxi?n,ate  cause  of  the  act."  It  would  be  imprac- 
ticable and  unjust  to  hold  that  a  person  who  collects  a  crowd  in 
the  street,  either  by  accident  or  design,  should  be  held  chargeable 
for  all  the  injuries  that  flow  therefrom,  and  the  law,  with  a  just 
discrimination,  only  charges  him  with  liability  for  such  acts,  as 
are  consistent  with  his  acts  and  the  attending  circumstances. 
Such  as  may  properly  be  regarded  as  the  probable  and  proximate 
cause  of  the  injury.' 

Sec.  268.  Any  unauthorized  excavation  made  in  or  near  a 
highway  is  a  nuisance,  not  only  subjecting  the  party  to  indictment, 
but  also  to  liability  to  respond  in  damages  to  any  person  who  is 
injured  thereby  while  lawfully  passing  over  the  highway,  in  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care.*  And  it  is  equally  a  nuisance,  and  an 
equal  liability  attaches  thereto  to  maintain  an  open  area  adjoin- 
ing a  public  street ; '  to  maintain  cellar  openings  not  properly 
guarded ; '  to  erect  or  maintain  steps  or  stairs  or  a  stoop,  bow 
windows,  or  any  projection  upon  or  over  a  public  street  that  can 
in  anywise  interfere  with  or  endanger  public  travel,^  or  to  blast 
rocks  or  follow  any  other  occupation  near  a  highway  that  en- 

1  Barker  v.  Commonwealtli,  7  Harris  v.  Trustees,  1  El.  &  El.  697  ;  Pickard 
(Penn.),  413.  v.  Smith,  10  C.  B.  (X.  S.)  470  ;  Fisher  v. 

2  Fairbanks  v.  Kerr,  70  Penn.  St.  86;  Brown,  31  L.  J.  219  ;  Chicago  v.  Rob- 
10  Am.  Rep.  664.  bins,  3  Black,  418  ;  Clark  v.  Fry,  8  Ohio, 

2  Fleming  v.  Beck,  12  Wright  (Penn.),  359 ;  Iveson  v.  Godfrey,  12  111.  20. 
313  ;  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  c.  Kerr,  62  Penn.  » Irvin  v.  Wood,  51  N.  T.  324;  Con- 
st. 353 ;  McGraw  v.  Stone,  53  id.  441  ;  greve  v.  Smith,  18  id.  79 ;  Congreve  u 
Scott  V.  Hunter,   10    Wright   (Penn.),  Morgan,  id.  84. 

192;  Morrison  v.  Davis  &  Co.,  8  Harris  *  Coupland  v.  Hardrigan,  3   Campb. 

(Penn.),  171.  398. 

■*  Barnes  v.  Ward,  19  L.  J.  (C.  P.)  300  ;  "  Com.  «.  Blaisdell,  107  Mass.  234  ; 

Jarvisii.  Dean,  11  Moore,  354;  Coupland  Regina  v.  Burt,  11  Cox's  C.  C.  (Eng.) 

c.  Hardringham,  3  Camp.  398 ;  Bishop  399^. 
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they  could  not  shield  themselves  from  responsibility  by  claiming 
that  their  attention  was  not  called  to  its  imperfect  condition.  It 
was  near  their  store  in  plain  view,  and  it  was  carelessness  for 
them  to  occupy  the  store  for  months  and  to  use  the  hole,  which, 
if  not  properly  covered,  was  dangerous  to  •  travelers,  and  not 
examine  into  and  know  its  condition.  It  was  their  duty  to  know 
its  condition,  and  they  must  be  held  to  the  same  responsibility  as 
if  they  had  actually  known  it.'  In  McCarthy  v.  Syi'acuse,  46 
N.  Y.  194,  the  action  was  to  recover  damages  against  the  city, 
sustained  by  the  plaintiffs,  because  a  sewer  was  out  of  repair,  and 
it  was  held  that  no  notice  to  the  city  that  the  sewer  was  out  of 
repair  was  necessary  to  fix  its  liability.  The  learned  judge 
writing  the  opinion  says :  "  Its  duty  to  keep  its  sewers  in 
repair  is  not  performed  by  waiting  to  be  notified  by  citizens 
that  they  are  out  of  repair,  and  only  repairing  them  when  the 
attention  of  the  officials  is  called  to  the  damage  they  have  occa- 
sioned, by  having  become  dilapidated  or  obstructed ;  but  it 
involves  the  exercise  of  a  reasonable  degree  of  watchfulness  in 
ascertaining  their  condition  from  time  to  time,  and  preventing  them 
from  becoming  dilapidated  or  obstructed.  The  same  rule  of 
active  diligence  should  be  applied  to  the  persons  who  own  or 
control  coal-holes  or  other  excavations  in  or  under  the  streets  of 
any  city  or  village." 

We  are,  therefore,  brought  to  the  same  conclusions,  whether  we 
treat  this  hole  as  made  and  continued  in  the  street  without  proper 
authority,  and  hence,  an  absolute  nuisance  ;  or  whether  we  treat 
it  as  made  and  continued  under  proper  authority,  and  permitted 
to  be  and  become  out  of  repair.  This  hole  was  clearly  appurte- 
nant to  the  premises  leased  by  the  defendants  Wood.  It  com- 
municated with  their  cellar,  and  was  used  for  access  to  it  with 
coal.  It  matters  not  if  it  be  true  that  other  occupants  of  the 
premises  could  also  use  it.'     There  is  no  proof  that  any  one  else 

'  Tenant  v.  Gold  win,  Ld.  Raym. ;  Ry-  Admr.  ■».  Newark  &  N.  Y.  R,  R.  Co.,  35 

land  V.  Fletcher,  L.  R.,  1  Exchq.  263.  N.  J.  17,  as  to  the  degree  of  care  re- 

2  Ryan  «.  Fowler,  24  N.  Y.  414  ;  Coup-  quired  when  an  act  ordinarily  will  be 

land  1).   Hardringham,   3  Camp.  398  ;  a  nuisance. 

Wettor^).  Dunk,  4  F.  &  F.  298  ;  Hadley  »  Barnes  «.  Ward,  14  Jur.  334,  cited 

c.  Taylor,  L.  R.,  1   C.  P.  53  ;  Sybray  v.  infra. 
White,  1  M.  &  W.  435.     See  Cuflfs 
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did  use  it.  They  adopted  it  as  appurtenant  to  their  premises  and 
did  use,  and  this  made  them  responsible  for  it.' 

Each  one  of  several  persons  who  continue  a  nuisance  is  respon- 
sible for  it,  and  he  may.  as  in  all  cases  of  wrong,  be  sued  al^e 
or  with  the  other  wrong-doers. 

It  is  claimed  that  these  defendants  could  not  abate  the  nuisance, 
and  hence,  should  not  be  made  responsible  for  its  continuance. 
If  it  was  in  the  street  without  authority,  and  hence  an  absolute 
nuisance,  in  front  of  their  store,  they  did  have  the  right  to  abate 
it.  They  could  have  filled  up  the  hole  or  covered  it  up  with  solid 
masonry.  If  the  hole  was  properly  and  rightfully  there  they  could 
escape  responsibility  by  putting  and  keeping  a  proper  cover 
over  it. 

Hence,  I  can  see  no  reason  upon  the  undisputed  facts  for  not 
holding  the  tenants  responsible  for  the  damages  arising  from  the 
nuisance.  The  landlord  and  tenant  were  properly  joined  as 
defendants.  The  tenants  used  it  and  paid  rent  for  it,  and  they 
must  all  be  treated  as  continuing,  and  hence,  responsible  for  the 
nuisance."  * 

Sec.  269.  In  reference  to  cellar  openings,  or  excavations  and 
erections,  such  as  fruit  stands  or  other  huckster  stands,  or  any 
other  interference  with  a  public  street  or  highway,  whereby  it 
becomes  less  safe  or  commodious  for  the  purposes  of  public  travel, 
the  rule  is  the  same.  The  person  erecting  or  maintaining  them, 
either  or  both,  are  liable  civilly  or  criminally  for  all  the  conse- 
quences. ' 

Every  person  passing  over  a  highway  or  street  has  a  right  to 
rely  upon  it  that  it  is  safe,  and  in  a  proper  condition  in  all  respects 
for  the  purposes  of  travel,  while  they  themselves  are  in    the 

^  Brown  v.  Cayuga  &  S.  R.  R.  Co.,  13  »  Runyon  v.  Bordiue,  2  Green  (N.  J.), 

N.  T.  486  ;  Blunt  v.  Aiken,  15  Wend.  473  ;  Barnes  «.  Ward,  14  Jur.  334  ;  Had- 

(N.  T.)  522  ;  Davenport   v.  Ruckman,  ley  v.  Tayler,  L.  R.,  1  C.  P.  53  ;  Holmes 

10  Bosw.  (N.  T.  Snp.  Ct.)  20  ;  Butler  v.  v.  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  L.  R.,  4  Esch.  2o4 ; 

Kent,  19  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  223.  Robbins  v.  Jones,  15  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  321  ; 

*  King  V.  Pedley,  1  A.d.  &E.  823  ;  An-  Coupland   v.   Hardringliam,   3   Camp, 

derson  v.  Dickie,  26  How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  338  ;  Fruit  Stands  ;  Com.  ^.Wentworth, 

105;  Anderson  v.  Dickie,  1  Rob.  (N.  Y.  1  Whart.  (Penn.)  818;  Smith  v.  State, 

Sup.  Ct.)  238  ;  People  v.  Erwin,  4  Den.  6  Gill.  435  ;  Barnes  v.  Ward,  14  Jur. 

(N.  Y.)  139 ;  Vedder  v.  Vedder,  1   id.  334. 
857. 
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exercise  of  ordinary  care,  and  any  act  or  thing  that  interferes 
witli  their  safety  is  a  nuisance.' 

In  the  case  ot  Ploedterll  v.  Mayor,  etc.,  of  New  York,  recently 
decided  in  the  court  of  appeals  of  Kew  York,  and  reported  in 
the  Albany  Law  Journal,  vol.  10,  No.  12,  p.  186-7,  the  action 
was  brought  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  sustained  by  plain- 
tiff in  falling  over  a  stone  on  a  sidewalk  in  New  York  city.  It 
appeared  that  a  culvert  in  Sixth  avenue  had  been  covered  by  two 
iron  plates,  one  of  which  having  been  destroyed  the  stone  in 
question  was  placed  over  the  hole ;  it  did  not  appear  who  had 
placed  it  there,  or  that  the  place  would  have  been  dangerous  if  it 
had  been  removed ;  but  it  appeared  the  stone  projected  upon  the 
sidewalk,  and  plaintiff  passing  along  the  street  on  a  dark  night 
struck  and  fell  over  it,  breaking  her  leg  —  it  had  been  there  sev- 
eral months.  The  counsel  for  the  defendants  moved  for  a  non- 
suit on  the  grounds  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  city 
authorities  had  placed  the  stone  there,  and  that  no  malfeasance 
was  charged.  The  motion  was  denied.  The  court  charged  that 
it  was  immaterial  who  placed  the  obstruction  there  if  it  remained 
so  long  that  the  corporation  was  -presumed  to  have  had  notice ;  it 
was  bound  to  remove  it  and  remedy  the  defect.  No  exception 
was  taken  to  this  charge.  The  principal  point  urged  upon  the 
appeal  was,  that,  as  it  did  not  appear  who  placed  the  obstruction 
there,  it  could  not  be  presumed  that  the  defendant  did  it,  and  that 
express  notice  was  required  to  render  the  defendant  liable.  But 
the  court  held  that  the  case  fell  within  the  rule  in  Requa  v. 
Rochester,  45  N.  Y.  129,  rather  than  that  laid  down  in  Griffin 
V.  Mayor,  etc.,  9  id.  456,  and  held  the  defendant  chargeable. 

But  it  should  also  be  remembered  that  while  a  municipal  cor- 
poration is  liable  under  certain  circumstances  for  injuries  sus- 
tained by  persons,  by  reason  of  obstructions  placed  in  a  street  or 
highway  ;  so  too  the  individuals  placing  the  obstructions  there  are 
also  liable,  and  may  be  sued  therefor  instead  of  the  corporation.' 
And  in  case  the  corporation  is  compelled  to  respond  in  damages 
it  may  have  a  remedy  over  against  the  wrong-doer.' 

'  Dargie  v.  Magistrates,  37  Sc.  Jur.  v.  Blackmore,  1  Ad.  &  El.  99  ;  Kirby  «. 

311;  Davenport  ■».  Ruckman,  10  Bosw.  Boylston  Market  Ass'n,  14  Gray  (Mass.), 

(N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  20.  347. 

«  Stetson  V.  Faxon,  19  Pick.  (Mass.)        ^  Chicago  v.  Bobbins,  3  Black  (U.  S. 

147  ;  Smith  v.  Smith,  3  id.  631 ;  Dobson  C.  G.),  280. 
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Sec.  270.  In  Courpland  v.  Hardringham^  3  Cainpb.  398,  the 
action  was  for  an  injury  received  bj  the  plaintiff  in  consequence 
of  falling  down  an  open  area  in  front  of  the  defendant's  house  on 
Wood  street,  "Westminster,  whereby  the  plaintiff  was  severely 
hurt.  The  area  was  in  front  of  the  defendant's  house,  and  was 
descended  by  three  stairs  or  steps  from  the  street.  There  was  no 
railing  or  fence  to  guard  the  area  from  the  street,  and  the  plain- 
tiff passing  along  the  house  on  a  dark  night  met  with  the  injury. 
The  defense  set  up  was  that  the  area  had  existed  in  the  same  con- 
dition for  many  years,  and  long  before  he  was  in  possession  of  the 
premises.  Lord  Ellenborough,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  said :  "  However  long  the  premises  may  have  been  in  this 
situation,  as  soon  as  the  defendant  took  possession  of  them,  he 
was  bound  to  guard  against  the  danger  to  which  the  public  had 
been  before  exposed,  and  he  is  liable  for  the  consequences  of  hav- 
ing neglected  to  do  so,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  himself  had 
originated  the  nuisance.  The  area  belongs  to  the  house,  and  it  is 
a  duty  which  the  law  casts  upon  the  occupier  of  the  house  to 
render  it  secure." 

Sec.  271.  The  rule  is  that  a  person  making  a  dangerous  erec- 
tion, excavation,  or  other  nuisance  in  a  public  street,  lane  or 
highway,  is  liable  for  all  injuries  arising  therefrom  during  its 
continuance,  and  if  he  leases  the  premises,  the  lessee  is  also  jointly 
liable  with  him,  or  either  may  be  pursued  separately.  The  land- 
lord cannot  avoid  liability  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  in  pos- 
session, and  had  not  the  right  of  possession  ;  neither  can  the 
tenant  avoid  liability  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  erect  it.' 
But  when  the  landlord  rents  the  premises  and  the  tenant  cove- 
nants to  keep  the  same  in  proper  repair,  it  is  held  in  England, 
also  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts  and  Michigan,  that  the 
tenant  is  solely  liable,  and  in  the  latter  State,  that  he  is  liable 
even  though  there  are  no  covenants  to  repair.' 

Sec.  272.  In  Pretty  v.  ^/'^c^w^or5',  Law  Times  (N.  S.),  180,  an 
action  was  brought  against  the  owner  of  a  house,  in  the  parish 

»  Portland  v.  Ricliardsou,  54  Me.  46 ;    ler,  5  Rob.  (N.  T.  Sup.  Ct.)  482  ;  Dygert 
Barnes  v.  Ward,  14  Jiir.  334 ;  Congreve    v.  Schenck,  23  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  446. 
c.  Smith,  18  N.  Y.  79  ;  Irvine  v.  Few-        '  Fisher  v.  Thirkell,  21  Mich.  1. 
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of  St.  John,  Harapstead,  for  negligently  suffering  a  coal  plate, 
covering  a  vault  entrance  in  the  highway  before  such  house,  to 
be  out  of  repair,  and  a  dangerous  nuisance,  and  for  letting  the 
house  to  a  tenant  without  obliging  him  to  repair  the  same,  whereby 
the  female  plaintiff"  lawfully  passing  along  the  highway  fell  through 
the  aperture  and  was  injured.  In  one  count  of  the  declaration 
was  alleged  a  duty  on  the  defendant,  under  the  Metropolitan 
Local  Management  Act,  1855,  18  and  19  Yict.,  c.  120,  as  owners 
of  the  premises  to  repair  and  keep  in  repair  the  vault  and  open- 
ings thereto.  The  defendant  denied  his  liability.  At  the  trial, 
before  Brett,  J.,  in  Middlesex,  on  the  6th  of  May,  the  plaintiff' 
proved  the  accident,  and  the  occupier  of  the  house  was  called  as 
a  witness  on  her  behalf.  He  produced  a  lease  from  the  defend- 
ant to  himself  of  the  premises  in  question.  It  contained  the 
usual  covenant  by  the  lessee  to  keep  them  in  repair.  He  said 
that  the  house  was  in  coui'se  of  alteration  by  the  defendant  at  the 
time  of  the  occurrence ;  that  the  plate  was  defective  when  his 
occupation  began,  and  that  he  had  repeatedly  informed  the  defend- 
ant of  that  fact.     The  learned  judge  nonsuited  the  plaintiff. 

BoviLL,  C.  J.  I  think  this  nonsuit  was  right,  and  that  we 
ought  not  to  grant  a  rule  for  a  new  trial.  Primd  facie  a  person 
in  possession  of  a  house  and  cellar,  with  a  flap  opening  into  the 
pavement,  is  the  person  responsible  to  the  public  for  the  danger- 
ous state  of  the  entrance.  In  this  case  the  defendant  was  not  in 
possession  of  the  premises,  he  had  let  the  premises  to  a  tenant, 
and  so  primd  facie  there  is  no  responsibility  on  the  lessor. 

Undoubtedly  in  many  cases  it  has  been  held  that  where  the 
landlord  had  let  the  premises  .in  their  defective  state,  which 
caused  the  damage  to  the  plaintiff,  or  had  not  obliged  his  tenant, 
by  the  terms  of  the  agreement  between  them,  to  do  the  necessary 
repairs,  he,  the  landlord,  was  liable  for  the  injury  subsequently 
resulting.  But  in  all  those  cases  it  will  be  found  that  the  land- 
lord had  done  some  act  toward  the  continuance  of  what  had 
caused  the  damage,  and  by  letting  the  premises  had  authorized 
the  nuisance,  for  example,  by  building  a  wall  in  a  dangerous 
state,  and  then  letting  them.  As  in  Todd  v.  Flight,  supra,  where 
the  defendant  had  let  the  premises ;  but  there  was  an  allegation 
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in  the  declaration  that  the  defendant  wrongfully  suffered  and 
permitted  the  chimneys  to  be  and  continue,  and  kept,  and  main- 
tained the  same  in  the  ruinous  state  until  the  same  afterward  fell 
and  injured  the  building  of  the  plaintiff.  Now,  taking  that 
statement  as  the  reason  on  which  the  decision  of  the  court  was 
based,  is  it  applicable  to  the  present  case,  or  are  any  of  the  cases 
cited  by  Mr,  Campbell  Foster?  Here,  it  is  true,  the  cellar  flap 
was  in  a  dangerous  state.  Under  these  circumstances  the  defend- 
ant let  the  premises  to  a  tenant,  but  did  he  authorize  the  contin- 
uance of  the  cellar  flap  ?  And  whether  that  was  in  a  dangerous 
state  or  not,  can  it  be  said  he  maintained  it ;  w^as  the  continuance 
of  the  cellar  flap  the  wrongful  act  of  the  lessor  or  of  the  lessee  ? 
Mr.  Foster  says  the  covenant  in  the  lease  did  not  oblige  the  ten- 
ant to  repair  the  damaged  cellar  cover.  I  entirely  differ  and  think 
that  the  premises  being  let  in  a  state  when  repair  was  required, 
that  •  fact  being  known  to  the  lessee,  there  was  a  duty  on  him, 
imder  the  ordinary  covenant  to  repair,  to  put  them  into  a  proper 
state.  I  think  there  was  no  oblio:ation  on  the  lessor.  If  an 
action  had  been  brought  against  the  lessee  he  would  have  had  no 
remedy  against  the  lessor,  who  cannot  be  said  to  have  caused  or 
maintained  the  dangerous  state  of  the  cover  plate  (not  having 
been  in  possession  on  his  part),  when  he  had  done  all  in  his  power 
to  remedy  the  defect  by  casting  on  the  lessee  the  duty  of  doing 
the  repairs.  If  he  had  been  under  obligation  to  repair  and  failed 
to  do  so,  then  the  neglect  would  have  been  his  fault,  or  if  he  had 
kept  the  lessee  in  ignorance  of  the  defect ;  but  such  is  not  the 
ease  here,  for  the  lessee  well  knew  the  defective  condition  of  the 
coal  plate.     Under  these  circumstances  the  nonsuit  was  right." 

In  a  recent  case  in  Michigan  {Fisher  v.  T?twkell,  21  Mich.  1), 
it  was  held  that  when  the  landlord  caused  a  vault  plate  to  be  made 
properly  secure,  and  it  was  in  a  secure  condition  at  the  time  when 
the  tenant  went  into  possession,  and  there  being  no  covenant  on 
his  part  to  repair,  the  landlord  cannot  be  held  liable  for  injuries 
resulting  from  the  vault  cover  becoming  defective  while  the 
premises  are  in  possession  of  the  tenant.  The  court  base  their 
doctrine  upon  the  ground  that  the  landlord  cannot  be  made  liable 
for  a  nuisance  erected  or  created  by  the  tenant.  Which  is  very 
good  law.     But  the  court  should  have  remembered  that  it  was  not 
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the  tenant,  but  the  landlord,  who  put  in  the  vault  cover,  and  that 
that  being  an  unlawful  interference  with  a  highway,  imposed 
upon  the  landlord  the  duty  and  obligation  to  keep  it  in  a  safe 
condition  at  his  peril.  The  construction  of  the  vault  was  the 
primary,  and  the  neglect  of  the  tenants  the  secondary  cause  of 
the  injury.  The  doctrine  of  this  case  is  supported  by  many 
authorities,  but  the  rule  seems  to  be  opposed  to  the  general  doc- 
trine of  liability  for  nuisance.' 

Sec.  273.  It  is  also  a  nuisance  to  make  an  excavation  on  one's 
own  ground  adjoining  a  highway,  so  near  thereto  as  to  endanger 
the  safety  of  those  traveling  the  street  in  the  exercise  of  ordinary 
care,  and  to  leave  the  same  unguarded  by  some  proper  fence,  rail- 
ing or  other  protection  against  accident.  And  the  same  is  also 
true  of  all  excavations,  areas,  stoops  or  projections  of  any  kind 
in  a  lane  of  the  city  used  by  the  public,  even  if  only  for  a  limited 
purpose." 


'  Bears  v.  Ambler,  9  Penn.  St.  193 ; 
Sewell  V.  Spaulding,  4  Cusli.  (Mass.) 
277 ;  Clark  v.  Fry,  8  Ohio  St.  358,  in 
support  of  the  doctrine  ;  but  contra  see 
Congreve  v.  Smith,  18  N.  Y.  79  ;  Con- 
greve  v.  Morgan,  id.  84 ;  also  cases 
cited  in  note  to  section  273. 

-Stephani  v.  Brown,  50  111.  428; 
Fisher  v.  Thirkell,  21  Mich.  1  ;  Barnes 
V.  Ward,  14  Jur.  334  ;  Temperance  Hall 
Asso.  V.  Giles,  33  N.  J.  260  ;  Bacon  v. 
The  City  of  Boston,  3  Cush.  (Mass.) 
174  ;  Hounsell  v.  Smith,  7  C.  B.  (N.  S.) 
731 ;  Hardcastle  v.  The  S.  G.  &  R.  D. 
Co.,  4  H.  &  N.  70  ;  Binks  v.  The  S.  G. 
&  R.  D.  Co.,  3  B.  &  S.  244 ;  Hadley  v. 
Taylor,  L.  R.,  1  C.  P.  53  ;  Durant  v. 
Palmer,  1  Butcher  (N.  J.),  544;  Collins 
V.  Dorchester,  6  Cush.  (Mass.)  379 ; 
Hubbard  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  39  Me.  506; 
House  V.  Metcalf,  27  Conn.  631;  Cal- 
kins V.  Hartford,  33  id.  57  ;  Runyon  v. 
Bordine,  2  Green  (N.  J.),  472 ;  Beatty 
V.  Gilmore,  16  Penn.  St.  463  ;  Portland 
V.  Richardson,  54  Me.  46  ;  Vale  v.  Bliss, 
50  Barb.  (S.  C.  N.  Y.)  358  ;  Irvine  v. 
Sprigg,  6  Gill.  200 ;  Irvine  v.  Wood,  51 
N.  Y.  224 ;  Jarvis  v.  Dean,  11  Moore, 
854 ;  Holmes  v.  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  L.  R., 
4  Exchq.  254 ;  Robbins  v.  Jones,  15  C. 
B.  (N.  S.)  221  ;  Townsend  v.  Wather, 
9  East,  277 ;  Bird  v.  Holbrook,  4  Bing. 
628  ;  Lvnch  v.  Merdin,  1  Ad.  &  El.  (N. 
S.)  29  ;  Illott  V.  Wilkes,  3  Barn.  &  Aid. 


304 ;  Birge  v.  Gardner,  19  Conn.  507 ; 
Daly  V.  Norwich,  26  id.  571 ;  Housatonic 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Knowles,  30  id.  313  ;  John- 
son V.   Patterson,   14  id.   1 ;  Brown  v. 
Lynn,  31   Penn.  St.  510  ;  Kerwhacker 
V.  Cleveland  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Ohio  St.  172; 
Whirley  v.  Whiteman,  1  Head  (Tenn.), 
610;  Young  v.  Harvey,  16  Ind.  315 ;  Trow 
V.  Vt.  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Vt.  487 :  Quiuiby 
V.  Vt.  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  23  id.  393  ;  Cleve- 
land R.  R.  Co.  V.  Elliott,  4  Ohio  St.  474; 
Robbins  v.  Chicago,  2  Black  (U.  S.),  418; 
Congreve  v.  Morgan,  18  N.  Y.  84  ;  Creed 
v.  Hartman,  29  id.  591 ;  Storrs  «.  Utica, 
17  id.  104;  Veazie  v.  Penobscot  R.  R. 
Co.,  49  Me.  119  ;  Silvers  v.  Nordlinger, 
30  Ind.  53 ;  Blythe  v.  Topham,  1  Rol. 
Abr.  88  ;  Brush  v.  Brainard,  1  Cow.  (N. 
Y.)  78;    Jordin  v.  Crump,  8  M.  &  W. 
782.      See    Howland    v.   Vincent,    10 
Mete.  (Mass.)    371;    Clark   v.   Fry,   8 
Ohio  St.  358 ;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wood,  48 
Ga.  565  ;  Horman  v.  Stanley,  66  Penn. 
St.  464 ;  Hays  v.  Gallagher,  72  id.  136  ; 
Sexton  V.  Lett,  44  N.  Y.  430  ;    Phenix 
V.  Iron  Co.,  9   Wright   (Penn.),   135; 
Tobin  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  59  Me.  183 ;  Perley 
V.  Chandler,   6   Mass.    454  ;  Dygert    v. 
Schenck,23  Wend.  (N.Y.)  446  ;  Wright 
V.  Saunders,  65  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  214; 
Davenport  v.  Ruckman,  10  Bosw.  (N. 
Y.  S.  C.)  20 ;  37  N.  Y.  568 ;   Anderson 
V.  Dickie,  1  Robt.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  238. 
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S  EC.  274.  But  it  seems  when  the  excavation  is  made  by  per- 
mission of  the  proper  authorities,  if  proper  guards  are  erected, 
and  they  have  been  removed  or  put  in  unsafe  condition  by  some 
stranger,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  owner  or  occupier  of 
the  premises,  and  he  is  not  chargeable  with  want  of  proper  care 
in  respect  thereto,  he  is  not  liable,  although,  if  unauthorized,  no 
degree  of  care  would  avoid  liability.' 

Sec.  275.  So  where  a  person  has  been  authorized  to  make  exca- 
vations in  a  street,  by  the  proper  authorities,  or  to  make  coal 
openings  or  cellar  flap,  he  is  bound  at  his  peril,  so  far  as  human 
foresight  can  provide  against  accident,  to  keep  them  in  a  safe 
condition  ;  to  keep  them  properly  guarded  ;  to  have  them  properly 
constructed  and  securely  fastened  ;  and  is  liable  for  all  injuries  that 
ensue,  that  could  have  been  prevented  by  the  exercise  of  the  very 
highest  degree  of  watchfulness  and  care.* 

Sec.  270.  The  rule  is  with  reference  to  all  such  authorized  acts, 
that  the  individual  making  them  must  leave  the  street  or  walk  in 
as  safe  a  condition  as  it  wonld  be  if  the  excavation  had  not  been 
made,  for  the  city  government  cannot  exempt  itself  from  liability 
for  injuries  resulting  from  an  unsafe  condition  of  the  sti'eets,  and 
cannot  deleo-ate  to  others  authoritv  to  make  them  so.  Hence, 
even  when  a  city  authorizes  an  excavation  to  be  made,  its  author- 
ity to  make  it  only  warrants  its  being  made  in  such  a  manner  as 
shall  not  in  any  measure  detract  from  the  safety  of  the  streets  for 
public  travel.  And  as  the  city  itself  cannot  justify  against  a 
nuisance  created  by  its  officers,  neither  can  any  person  justify 
against  a  nuisance  created  under  a  license  from  the  city.*     A  city 

'  Proctor  D.  Harris,  4  C.   &  P.  68 ;  St.  464 ;  Hayes  v.  Gallagher,  72  id.  136  ; 

Daniels  v.  Potter,  id.  70 ;  Drew  v.  New  McManus  v.  C.  G.  Co.,  40  Barb.  (N.  T. 

River  Co.,  6  id.  754  ;   Jarvis  v.  Dean,  11  S.  C.)  380  ;  Drew  v.  New  River  Co.,  6 

Moore,  354 ;    Stevens   v.    Stevens,    11  C.  &  P.  754. 

Mete.  (Mass.)  251 ;  McManus  b.  Citizens  ^  Irvine  v.  Wood,  4  Robt.  (N.Y.  Sup. 

Gas-light    Co.,  40    Barb.  (N.  Y,   Sup.  Ct.)  138.     In  Cosgrove  v.  Morgan,  18 

Ct.)  380  ;  Bryne  v.  Great  Western  R.  R.  N.  Y.  84,  which  was  an  action  for  in- 

Co.,  2  B.  &  S.  402.  juries  sustained  by  falling  into  an  area 

*  Irvine  v.  Wood,  51  N.Y.  224;  Ir-  on  Thirty-first  street,  in  New  York  city, 
vine  V.  Fowler,  5  Rob.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  by  reason  of  the  breaking  of  a  flag- 
482  ;  Robbins  v.  Chicago,  2  Black.  (U.  stone  in  the  walk  in  the  front  of  th« 
S.)  418  ;  Jones  v.  Bird,  5  Bam.  &  Aid.  defendant's  premises.  Strong,  J.,  laid 
887 ;  WTiitehouse  v.  Fellows,  10  C.  B.  down  the  rule  as  follows :  "  The  lia- 
(N.  S.)  765  ;  Brownlow  v.  Met.  Board,  13  bility  of  the  defendants  does  not  de- 
id.  768  ;  Gushing  v.  Adams,  18  Pick,  pend  upon  their  negligence  in  provid- 
(Mass.)llO;  Homan  v.  Stanley,  66  Penn.  ing  an  unsuitable  stone,  or  continuing 
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cannot  authorize  any  encroachment  upon  or  obstruction  of  a  public 
street,  or  any  part  of  it  that  is  inconsistent  with  the  reasonable 
safety  of  transit  over  it.  Hence,  it  cannot  authorize  the  construc- 
tion of  stoops,  steps,  bow  windows  or  other  projections  upon  or 
over  a  street  or  walk  that  interfere  with  the  convenience  or 
safety  of  travel.' 

Sec.  277.  As  has  been  previously  stated  every  person  in  travel- 
ing upon  a  public  street  has  a  right  to  absolute  safety,  while  in 
the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  against  all  accidents  arising  from 
obstructions  of  or  imperfections  in  the  street,  and  this  applies  as 
well  to  what  is  in  the  street  as  to  what  is  over  it. 

Therefore,  a  building  with  a  pitch  roof  extending  over  a  public 
street  or  walk,  or  so  near  thereto  that  the  rain  or  snow  falling 
upon  the  roof,  or  the  ice  accumulating  thereon  in  winter,  descends 
upon  the  street  so  as  to  injure  either  the  person  or  property  of 
those  lawfully  traveling  there,  is  a  nuisance,  and  the  owner  is 
liable  for  all  damages  arising  therefrom  ;  and  the  fact  that  he  is 


the  use  of  it  after  it  had  become  un- 
suitable from  any  cause,  but  upon  the 
fact  that  the  stone  was  unsafe  at  the 
time  when  the  injury  happened.  When 
the  stone  became  unsafe  from  any 
cause,  the  area  was  a  publio  nuisance, 
in  like  manner  as  any  inj  ury  or  ob- 
struction to  the  street  would  be,  and 
the  defendants  who  continued  it  were 
responsible  for  it  to  the  public  aud  to 
individuals  who  sustained  damages 
from  it  without  negligence  on  their 
part.  They  were  bound,  at  their  peril, 
to  keep  the  area  covered  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  it  would  be  as  safe  as  if  the  area 
had  not  been  built.  This  measure  of 
liability  is  essential  to  the  public  in- 
terests and  the  protection  of  the  rights 
of  individuals."  In  Dygert  v.  Schenck, 
23  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  446,  the  defendant 
dug  a  ditch  across  the  highway  on  his 
own  premises  to  conduct  the  water  to 
his  premises,  and  erected  a  bridge 
accross  the  ditch.  The  plaintiflF's 
horse  fell  through  the  bridge  by  reason 
of  the  breaking  of  a  plank,  and  this 
action  was  brought  for  the  damages. 
CowEN,  J.,  in  delivering  the  judgment 
of  the  court,  said  :  "  The  defendant 
committed  no  trespass  in  digging  the 
ditch.  It  was  on  his  own  soil.  The 
only  right  adverse  to  his,  was  one  to 


have  a  common  highway  for  the  pur- 
poses of  travel.  All  the  public  could 
require  was,  that  Jie  should  make  and 
keep  the  road  as  good  as  it  was  before 
he  dug  the  ditch.  *  *  *  Any  act  of 
an  individual  done  to  a  highway, 
though  performed  on  his  own  soil,  if 
it  detracts  from  the  safety  of  travelers, 
is  a  nuisance."  Hart  v.  The  Mayor, 
etc.,  9  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  607  ;  Congreve  v. 
Smith,  18  N.Y.  79;  Bobbins  v.  Chicago, 
2  Black.  (U.  S.)  418;  Davis  v.  The 
Mayor,  etc.,  14  N.  Y.  506;  Com.  ■». 
Nashua  «&  Lowell  Railroad  Co.,  2  Gray 
(Mass.),  54  ;  Com.  ».Vt.  &  Mass.  Railroad 
Co.,  4  id.  22;  Com.  v.  Erie  &  Northeast 
Railroad  Co.,  27  Penn.  St.  339;  Mc- 
Manus  v.  Gas-light  Co.,  40  Barb.  (N. 
Y.  S.  C.)  380 ;  Selden  v.  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Canal  Co.,  29  N.Y.  634;  Stevens 
V.  Stevens,  11  Mete.  (Mass.)  251;  Jones  v. 
Bird,  5  B.  &  Aid.  837;  Brownlow  v. 
Metropolitan  Board,  16  Exch.  546; 
Brine  v.  Great  ^Western  Railroad  Co., 
2  B.  &  S.  402. 

■  Commonwealth  v.  Blaisdell,  107 
Mass.  234 ;  Congreve  v.  Smith,  18  N. 
Y.  79;  Congreve  v.  Morgan,  id.  84; 
Irvine  v.  Fowler,  5  Robt.  (N.  Y.  Sup. 
Ct.)  482 ;  Harlow  v.  Hummistou,  6 
Cow.  (N.  Y.)  161. 
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not  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and  has  no  right  to  enter  to 
remove  the  ice  or  snow  that  mav  accmiiulate  there,  is  no  defense 
to  an  action  against  him  for  injuries  arising  therefrom.  The  roof 
itself  in  such  a  position  is  a  nuisance.  It  would  seem  that  all 
sign  boards,  cornices,  blinds,  awnings  or  other  things  projecting 
over  a  walk,  or  so  situated  with  reference  thereto  that  if  they  fall 
they  may  do  injury  to  travelers,  as  well  as  things  set  against  the 
building,  or  swinging  doors,  are  nuisances,  unless  so  secured  as 
to  be  absolutely  safe,  and  the  person  maintaining  them  is  liable 
for  all  injuries  arising  therefrom,  except  such  as  are  attributable  to 
inevitable  accident.*  The  same  is  also  true  in  reference  to  things 
falling  from  the  windows  or  roofs  of  houses. 


1  Shepley  v.  Fifty  Associates,  101 
Mass.  251 ;  Cogswell  -o.  Lexington,  4 
Gush.  (Mass. )  307 ;  Hayden  ».  Attleboro, 
7  Gray  (Mass.),  838  ;  Rice  o.  Montpelier, 
19  Vt'.  470  ;  Cobb  v.  Standish,  14  Me. 
198 ;  Tully  v.  Portsmouth,  35  N.  H. 
303 ;  Taylor  v.  Peckham,  5  Am.  Rep. 
579  ;  Jones  «.  Boston,  6  id.  194,  where 
it  is  held  that,  while  the  city  is  not 
liable  for  inj  uries  resulting  from  inse- 
cure signs,  awuings,  etc.,  yet  the  indi- 
viduals maintaining  them  are  ;  Hixon 
«.  Lowell,  13  Gray  (Mass.),  59  ;  Rowell 
B.  Lowell,  7  id.  100  ;  Trenor  v.  Jack- 
son, 46  How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  389 ;  Bryne 
'0.  Beadle,  33  Law  J.  Exch.  13  ;  Domat. 
Civ.  Law  2,  tit.  33,  1,10,  11;  Scott  «. 
London  Dock  Co.,  34  Law  J.  Exch. 
17,  also  23. 

In  Salisbury  v.  Herchenroder,  106 
Mass.  458  (8  Am.  Rep.  354),  which  was 
an  action  to  recover  for  injuries  done 
to  a  building  owned  and  occupied  by 
the  defendants  on  Avon  street,  Boston. 
The  defendant  was  the  owner  of  an 
adjoining  building,  and  had  suspended 
a  sign  or  banner  over  the  street.  Due 
care  was  observed  in  the  construction 
and  fastening  of  the  sign.  It  was 
blown  down  by  an  extraordinary  gale, 
and  in  its  fall  a  bolt,  which  was  a  part 
of  the  fastenings,  was  hurled  into  the 
window  of  the  plaintiff's  building, 
causing  the  injury  for  which  suit  was 
brought. 

Chapman,  C.  J.,  said :  "  If  the  de- 
fendant's sign  had  been  rightfully 
placed  where  it  was,  the  question 
would  have  been  presented  whether 
he  had  used  due  care  in  securing  it. 
If  he  had  done  so,  the  injury  would 


have  been  done  without  his  fault,  by 
the  extraordinary  and  unusual  gale  of 
wind  which  hurled  it  across  the  street 
and  against  the  plaintiff's  window. 
The  party  inj  ured  has  no  remedy  for 
an  injury  of  this  character,  because  it 
is  produced  by  the  vis  major.  For  ex- 
ample, a  chimney  or  roof  properly 
constructed  and  secured  with  reason- 
able care,  may  be  blown  off  by  an  ex- 
traordinary gale  and  injure  a  neigh- 
boring building ;  but  this  is  no  ground 
of  action.  But  the  defendant's  sign 
was  suspended  over  the  street  in  vio- 
lation of  a  city  ordinance.  (Suppose 
there  had  been  no  ordinance,  would 
not  his  liability  have  been  the  same  ?) 
His  suspension  of  the  .sign  over  a  pub- 
lic street,  whereby  the  safety  of  per- 
sons in  the  street  was  endangered,  was 
a  public  nuisance  which  the  city  could 
not  license,  and  for  which  the  defend- 
ant was  subject  to  indictment  at  com- 
mon law. 

.-  It  is  contended  that  the  act  of  the 
defendant  was  a  remote,  and  not  a  prox- 
imate cause  of  the  injury.  But  it  can- 
not be  regarded  as  less  proximate  than 
if  the  defendant  had  placed  the  sign 
there  while  the  gale  was  blowing;  for  he 
kept  it  there  until  it  was  blown  away. 
In  this  respect  it  is  like  the  case  of 
Dickinson  ».  Boyle,  17  Pick.  (Mass.)  78. 
The  defendant  had  wrongfully  placed 
a  dam  across  the  stream  ou  the  plain- 
tiff's land,  and  allowed  it  to  remain 
there,  and  a  freshet  came  and  swept  it 
away  and  the  defendant  was  held  liable 
for  the  consequential  damage.  It  ia 
also  in  this  respect  like  placing  a  spout 
by  means  of  which  the  rain  that  falla 
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In  Daniels  v.  Potter,  4  C.  &  P.  262,  the  defendant  was  a 
tradesman  and  maintained  a  cellar  door  which  opened  over  the 
walk  and  set  back  against  his  house,  and  had  provided  no  fasten- 
ing to  hold  the  door  back  when  it  was  thus  thrown  back.  A  lit- 
tle boj  playing  with  the  door  threw  it  over  upon  the  plaintiff 
who  was  passing  in  the  street,  and  broke  his  leg.  It  was  held 
that  the  defendant  was  liable  for  the  damages  resulting  from  the 
injury.  Where,  however,  a  right  has  been  acquired  to  maintain 
such  a  door  by  prescription,  before  the  street  is  adopted  as  such, 
or  where  the  person  maintaining  it  is  authorized  to  do  so  by  the 
city  authorities,"'he  is  only  liable  for  a  lack  of  reasonable  precau- 
tion in  guarding  against  such  accidents,  or,  in  the  language  of 
TiNDALL,  C.  J.,  in  the  same  case:  "A  tradesman  under  such 
circumstances  is  not  bound  to  adopt  the  strictest  means  for  pre- 
venting accidents,  but  he  is  bound  to  use  reasonable  precaution, 
such  as  might  be  expected  from  a  reasonable  man,"  ' 

Sec.  278.  In  Vale  v.  Bliss,  50  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  358,  the 
defendants  made  an  excavation  on  and  in  front  of  their  own  prem- 
ises adjoining  the  street,  and  threw  out  a  quantity  of  stone  and 
dirt  which  was  piled  on  the  sidewalk.  The  plaintiff,  while  walk- 
ing along  the  street  on  a  dark  night,  came  in  contact  with  the 
pile  of  earth  and  stones  so  thrown  on  the  walk  of  the  defendant, 
and  to  avoid  it,  and  in  his  efforts  to  pass  along,  followed  around 
on  the  premises  of  the  defendant  and  fell  into  the  excavation  and 
was  seriously  injured. 

The  court  held  that  the  defendants  were  liable.     Gilbert,  J., 

is  subsequently  carried  upon  the  plain-  not  make  the  act  so  remote  as  to  excuse 
tiff's  land.  The  act  of  placing  the  him.  The  case  of  Dickinson  v.  Boyle 
spout  does  not  alone  cause  the  injury,  rests  upon  this  principle.  See,  also, 
the  action  of  the  water  must  intervene  Woodward  v.  Akorn,  35  Me.  371,  where 
and  this  may  not  occur  for  some  time  the  defendant  wrongfully  placed  a 
afterward,  yet  the  placing  of  the  deleterious  substance  near  the  plain- 
spout  was  the  proximate  cause.  So  tiff's  well  and  an  extraordinary  freshet 
the  force  of  gravitation  brings  down  a  caused  it  to  spoil  the  water ;  also.  Barn- 
heavy  substance,  yet  a  person  who  ard  v.  Pavor,  31  Pick.  (Mass.)  378, 
carelessly  places  a  heavy  substance  where  the  plaintiff's  property,  was 
where  this  force  will  bring  it  upon  consumed  by  a  fire  carelessly  set  by 
another's  head,  does  the  act  which  the  defendant  on  an  adjoining  lot; 
proximately  causes  the  injury  that  pro-  also,  Pittsburgh  City  v.  Greer,  33  Penn. 
duces  it.  'The  fact  that  a  natural  cause  St.  54;  Scott  v.  Hunter,  46  id.  192; 
contributes  to  produce  an  injury,  which  Polack  v.  Pioche,  35  Cal.  416." 
could  not  have  happened  without  the  '  Proctor  v.  Harris,  4  C.  &  P.  337. 
unlawful  act  of  the  defendant,  does 
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in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  adopted  the  doctrine  of 
Bird  V.  Holbrooke  4  Bing.  628  and  the  other  English  cases  cited 
ante^  and  says  :  "  These  cases  affirm  the  liability  of  a  party  who 
makes  an  excavation  upon  his  own  land  so  near  to  a  high  way  that 
a  person  lawfully  using  the  highway,  and  using  ordinary  caution, 
accidently  slipping  might  fall  into  it,  on  the  ground  that  such 
excavations  amount  to  a  public  nuisance.  We  think  the  princi- 
ple is  a  sound  one." 

Sec.  279.  An  area  opening  into  any  public  footway,  or  so  near 
thereto  that  persons  lawfully  using  the*  way  with  ordinary  care 
might  by  accident  fall  into  it,  '\^  jper  se  a  nuisance,  and  only  ceases 
to  be  such  when  proper  means  are  taken,  as  by  an  inclosure  or 
otherwise,  to  guard  against  it.*  And  the  existence  of  similar 
apertures  all  through  the  city  does  not  operate  in  the  slightest 
measure  as  a  defense."  It  must  either  be  actually  inclosed,  or  be 
protected  with  lights  in  the  night  time,  so  that  a  person  using 
ordinary  care  would  avoid  the  danger.* 

Sec.  280.  In  Barnes  "f.  Ward,  14  Jurist,  334,  it  was  held  that 
where  a  person  excavates  in  his  own  ground,  adjoining  a  high- 
way, so  that  the  use  of  such  highway  is  rendered  unsafe  to  the 
public,  using  ordinary  care,  the  person  so  making  the  excavation 
is  liable  in  damages  for  all  the  consequences.  In  such  cases  the 
liability  arises  from  the  possession  as  well  as  the  ownership  of  the 
premises,  and  it  is  therefore  sufficient  to  set  up  the  fact  of  the 
defendant  being  in  possession  of  the  premises,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, of  which  the  excavation  is  a  part. 

Sec.  281.  In  Chicago  v.  Hohhins,  2  Black.  (U.  S.)  418,  it  was 
held  that  any  person  who  used  the  streets  of  a  city,  so  as  to  pro- 
duce injury  to  another  in  the  lawful  use  of  the  street,  is  liable 
therefor,  and  that,  if  the  city  or  other  municipal  corporation  has 
been  compelled  to  respond  in  damages  to  a  person  receiving  an 

'  Temperance    Hall    Association   of  ^  Barnes   «.    Ward,  9  M.    G.    &  S. 

Trenton  «.  Giles,  33  N.  J.   360  ;   Bacon  392. 

V.  The  City  of  Boston,  3  Cusli.  (Mass.)  ^  Hounsell  v.  Smith,  7  C.  B.  (N.  Y.) 

174  ;   Chicago  ';.  Bobbins,  2  Black.  (U.  731  ;  Temperance  Hall  Association  v. 

S.)  418  ;  Veazie  v.  Penobscot  R.  R.  Co.,  Giles,  ante  ;  Binks  v.  S.  G.  &  R.  D.  Co., 

49  Me.  119  ;    Silvers   y.  Nordlinger.  30  4  H.  &  N.  60. 
Ind.  53. 

84 
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injury  therefrom,  it  may  have  its  remedy  over,  against  the  per- 
son from  whose  unlawful  use  of  the  streets  the  injury  occurred. 
And  it  was  also  held  in  this  case  that  when  the  work  is  done  by 
a  contractor,  if  the  necessary  result  of  doing  the  work  is  to  create 
a  nuisance,  the  principal  is  liable  for  all  damages  that  result  there- 
from ;  and  that,  if  the  nuisance  results  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  is  done,  and  not  as  a  necessary  result  of  doing  the  work, 
the  contractor  alone  is  liable  for  the  damages. 

Sec.  282.  In  Congreve  v.  Smith,  18  N.  Y.  79,  which  was  an 
action  brought  to  recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  sustained 
by  a  young  child  by  reason  of  being  precipitated  into  an  area 
under  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  defendant's  premises.  Thirty- 
first  street,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the  breaking  of  a  flag- 
stone over  the  area.  It  appeared  upon  the  trial  that  the  plaintiff 
lived  with  his  father  in  the  second  story  of  the  building  over  the 
store,  and  that  the  plaintiff's  father,  by  permission  of  the  defend- 
ant, had  placed  some  of  his  goods  in  the  area,  but  used  it  only 
temporarily  and  paid  no  rent  therefor.  The  defendant  was  the 
owner  of  the  building,  but  did  not  occupy  any  portion  of  it. 
The  area  extended  under  the  street,  and  was  covered  by  the  flag- 
stone in  question.  The  flagstone  was  set  by  a  contractor,  who 
contracted  to  do  all  the  work  in  a  workmanlike  and  substantial 
manner,  and  to  furnish  good  and  sufficient  materials  therefor. 
A  verdict  was  given  for  the  plaintiff  at  circuit,  and  the  question 
came  before  the  court  of  appeals,  where  the  opinion  was  deliv- 
ered by  Strong,  J.,  as  follows  :  "  The  verdict  of  the  jury  involves 
the  finding  that  the  stone  covering  the  area  was  unsuitable  and 
unsafe  for  that  purpose,  wherefore  it  broke,  and  the  plaintiff 
received  the  injury  in  question.  The  area  was  under  the  sur- 
face of  the  jpiibliG  street,  and  was  maintained  for  the  benefit  of  the 
property  of  the  defendant,  and  the  stone  was  placed  over  it 
under  contractors  with  the  defendant  for  the  completion  of  the 
defendant's  building  in  pursuance  of  the  contract.  No  license 
from  the  city  for  the  area  was  proved.  It  certainly  is  just  that 
persons  who,  without  special  authority,  make  or  continue  a  cov- 
ered excavation  in  a  public  street  or  highway  for  a  private  pur- 
pose, should  be  responsible  for  all  injuries  to  individuals  i*esulting 
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from  the  street  or  highway  being  thereby  unsafe  for  its  appro- 
priate use,  there  being  no  negligence  by  the  parties  injured ;  and 
I  entertain  no  doubt  that  a  liability  to  that  extent  is  imposed  upon 
them  by  law.  *  *  *  The  general  doctrine  is,  that  the  public  are 
entitled  to  the  street  or  highway  in  the  condition  in  which  they 
placed  it ;  and  whoever,  without  special  authority,  materially 
obstructs  it,  or  renders  its  use  hazardous,  by  doing  any  thing 
upon,  above  or  below  the  surface,  is  guilty  of  a  nuisance,  and,  as 
in  all  other  cases  of  a  public  nuisance,  individuals  sustaining 
special  damage  from  it,  without  any  want  of  due  care  to  avoid 
injury,  have  a  remedy  by  action  against  the  author  or  person  con- 
tinuing the  nuisance.  No  question  of  negligence  ccm  arise,  the 
act  being  wrongful.  It  is  as  much  a  wrong  to  impair  the  safety 
of  a  street  by  undermining  it,  as  by  placing  objects  upon  it. 
There  can  be  no  difference  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  act  or 
the  rule  of  liabilitv,  whether  the  fee  of  the  lands  within  the  limits 
of  the  easement  is  in  a  municipal  corporation,  or  in  him  by  whom 
the  act  complained  of  was  done ;  in  either  case  the  act  of  injuring 
the  easement  is  illegal." 

Sec.  283.  The  owner  of  the  fee  in  the  highway  has  no  more 
right  to  do  any  act  upon  the  highway  that  will  endanger  the  safety 
of  public  travel  than  a  stranger.  The  public  easement  is  superior 
to  all  other  rights,  and  no  one  has  any  right  to  impair  it  in  the 
slightest  degree  —  not  even  the  owner  of  the  soil.  It  is  true  that 
he  may  maintain  trespass  against  one  who  abuses  his  right  of 
transit  over  it,  or  ejectment  against  one  who  encroaches  upon  any 
part  of  it,  and  that  he  may  do  any  act  upon  it  that  does  not  in 
anywise  impair  the  value  or  safety  of  the  public  easement.  The 
public  takes  an  easement  in  the  land  for  the  use  of  the  public  for 
the  purposes  of  transit,  and  such  uses  as  are  incident  thereto,  but 
the  beneficial  use  of  the  soil,  beyond  that,  rests  in  the  owner 
of  the  fee.  A  case  recently  came  before  the  supreme  court 
of  i^ew  York,  at  general  term,  involving  a  discussion  of  these 
questions,  and  presenting  the  true  doctrine  of  the  relative 
rights  of  the  public  and  the  owner  of  the  fee,  as  forcil)Iy 
as  any  case  that  has  come  under  my  observation,  and  the  clear 
and  terse  manner  in  which  it  is  enunciated  will  commend   it 
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as  a  high  authority  upon  this  question.  I  refer  to  the  case  of 
Strickland  v.  Woolworth,  3  N.  Y.  S.  C.  386.  The  action  was 
brought  against  the  defendant  to  recover  damages  for  destroying 
certain  roadways  built  by  the  plaintiff  from  the  traveled  track  of 
the  highway  to  his  land  adjoining.  The  plaintiff  owned  the  land 
on  both  sides  of  the  highway.  It  appeared  that  the  traveled  bed 
of  the  highway  on  the  side-hill  had  been  graded  up  to  the  point 
in  question,  some  four  or  six  feet,  so  that  plaintiff  could  not  pass 
to  a  house  and  spring  that  he  owned  on  the  highway.  He  accord- 
ingly erected  the  roadway  and  a  wall  leading  from  the  highway 
across  a  stream  that  crossed  the  highway  to  his  land.  The  defend- 
ant tore  away  the  wall  and  roadways,  and  justified  his  action  upon 
the  ground  that  it  prevented  him  from  watering  his  cattle  in  the 
stream,  as  he  had  been  accustomed  to  do  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  and  was  a  nuisance. 

E.  Darwin"  Smith,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
said  :  "  The  defendant  had  no  rights  in  the  highway  except  to 
travel  over  it  as  an  ordinary  traveler,  and  this  right  was  in  no- 
wise interfered  with,  interrupted  or  hindered  by  the  plaintiff's 
erection.  He  had  no  easement  in  the  highway  for  the  purpose 
of  access  to  the  creek  intersected  by  the  same,  or  any  rights  in 
said  highway  of  a  private  nature.  The  defendant  might  just  as 
well  have  cntdown  the  shade  trees  which  the  plaintiff  might  have 
set  out  in  front  of  his  premises  on  either  side  of  the  highway,  or 
have  torn  up  the  walk  from  his  front  gate  to  the  road,  as  to  have 
torn  away  the  erection  in  question." 

The  doctrine  of  this  case  is  really  this :  The  public  acquires  no 
right  to  a  stream  crossing  the  highway,  by  the  laying  out  of  a  high- 
way across  the  same.  It  simply  takes  an  easement  for  the  uses 
of  public  travel  over  the  soil  of  the  highway. 

ISo  person  can  acquire  any  beneficial  easement  by  a  long  user 
of  a  stream  of  water,  or  any  thing  else  located  upon  a  highway  or 
where  the  easement  can  only  be  enjoyed  by  using  the  highway 
as  a  medium  to  its  enjoyment.  I  am  not  aware  that  this  very 
question  has  ever  been  before  the  courts  before,  but  the  sound- 
ness of  the  doctrine  is  apparent.  jSTo  person  can  acquire  a  private 
easement  in  a  public  highway.  He  may  use  it  as  a  highway  so 
long  as  the  public  =ees  fit  to  devote  it  to  that  use,  but  when  the 
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pnblic  authorities  see  fit  to  abandon  it,  and  establish  a  new  way, 
the  soil  reverts  to  the  adjoining  owner  free  from  all  easements, 
and  entirely  rid  of  any  burdens,  except  such  as  existed  before  it 
became  a  highway,  consequently  an  easement  in  the  water  of  a 
stream  crossing  the  highway  cannot  be  acquired,  because  it  is 
liable  at  any  time  to  be  destroyed  or  ended  by  a  discontinuance 
of  the  road,  and  therefore  cannot  exist  as  a  servitude  upon  the 
estate  upon  which  the  stream  is  located. 

Sec.  2 Si.  '^liere  an  act  is  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature to  be  done,  that  would  be  a  nuisance  except  for  such 
authority,  the  grant  is  taken  subject  to  the  restriction  that  the 
highest  degree  of  care  will  be  exercised,  that  the  act  so  authorized 
shall  not  operate  as  an  injury  to  the  public  or  to  individuals. 
Therefore  a  railroad  company  authorized  to  use  steam  engines 
upon  its  road  is  bound  to  use  those  that  are  provided  with  the 
latest  and  best  improvements  to  prevent  the  escape  of  sparks 
from  its  smoke  stack,  or  of  fire  and  coals  from  its  fire  box ;  and 
if  it  makes  use  of  engines  defective  in  these  respects,  when  the 
defect  mio^ht  be  remedied,  or  when,  bv  the  use  of  a  different  class 
of  entwines,  the  dano^er  mio^ht  be  avoided,  the  ens^ines  will  be 
treated  as  nuisances,  and  the  company  is  liable  for  all  the  dam- 
ages that  result  from  their  use.* 

Sec.  285.  So,  too,  where  a  railroad  company  is  authorized  hy  its 
charter  to  lay  its  tracks  in  a  certain  locality,  if  it  lays  the  track 
in  another,  the  road  becomes  a  nuisance  upon  every  highway  that 
it  crosses.' 


1  King  r.  Morris  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co., 
3  C.  E.  Green  (X.  J.),  377  ;  R.  R.  Co.  c. 
Wood,  48  Ga.  596  ;  Potter  r.  Bonner, 
20  Ohio  St.  1.50;  Rea:.  c.  Tele^rapli 
Co.,  9  Cox's  C.  C.  ITiTVeazie  v.^B.  R. 
Co..  49  Me.  119:  State  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  1 
Dutcber  (N.  J.),  437;  Com.  c.  R.  R. 
Co.,  27  Penn.  St.  339;  Hughes  r.  R. 
R.  Co.,  2  R.  L  49a 

-  In  Commonwealth  p.  Nashua  & 
Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Gray  (Mass.),  it  was 
held  that  the  construction  of  a  railroad. 
acr<:>ss  a  highway  in  a  manner  different 
from  that  provided  by  law,  is  a  nui- 
sance and  renders  the  company  liable 
to  indictment  therefor,  and  its  charter 
is  no  protection  against  the  indictment. 


Also  see  Com.  v.  Vt.  &  Mass.  R.  R.  Co., 
4  Gray  (Mass.),  22.  In  Hughes  v.  Provi- 
dence k  Worcester  R.  R.  Co..  2  R.  I. 
493,  the  power  of  a  railroad  compiny 
to  interfere  with  a  highway  in  a  man- 
ner different  from  that  provided  by  its 
charter  was  ably  discussed.  In  that 
case  the  company  by  its  charter  ■was 
authorized  to  raise  or  lower  any  high- 
way which  its  road  m^ight  pass  so  that, 
if  necessary,  the  road  might  pass  over 
or  under  or  across  the  highway .  The 
court,  held  that  this  did  not  authorize 
the  company  to  widen  a  highway,  nor 
to  provide  a  n-e'jr  way  in  place  of  the 
old  one,  even  though  the  new  way  or 
the  alteration  of  the  old  one  was  more 
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So,  too,  where  a  railroad  is  laid  alongside  a  highway,  the  com- 
pany is  bound  to  use  the  road  in  such  a  manner  as  is  least  cal- 
culated to  interfere  with  the  safety  of  public  travel,  over  the 
highway,  and  if  it  allows  the  steam  whistle  to  be  blown  unneces- 
sarily, whereby  horses  upon  the  highway  are  frightened  and  in- 
jury results,  the  company  is  liable  for  the  damages  that  result 
therefrom ;  or  if  it  runs  its  trains  over  road  crossings  without 
taking  proper  measures  to  signal  their  approach  to  travelers  upon 
the  highway,  it  is  answerable  for  all  the  consequences  that  flow 
from  the  lack  on  their  part  to  exercise  that  high  degree  of  care 
that  is  essential  for  the  safety  of  the  public,  and  is  commensurate 
with  the  hazard  which  their  business  creates.' 

Sec.  286.  The  rule  imposed  upon  railroad  companies  in  their 
use  of  highways  for  the  purposes  of  their  road,  virtually  is,  that 
they  shall  so  run  their  trains  as  not  to  render  the  highway  less 
safe  than  it  was  before  the  construction  of  their  road  over  it,  so 
far  as  reasonable  care  and  diligence  on  their  part  can  prevent  it. 
The  company  is  bound  to  take  every  reasonable  precaution  to 
notify  the  public  of  the  approach  of  their  trains,  and  to  regulate 
their  speed  to  a  rate  that  is  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  trav- 
eling public  in  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care.     There  can  be  no 

convenient  for  the  public.      And  that  has  a  right,  if  the  bell  is  not  rung  or 

in  this  respect,  when  the  company  in-  the  steam  whistle  sounded,  to  presume 

terfered  with  a  highway,  except  in  ac-  that  the  track  is  clear,  and  if  he  is 

cordance   with   the  provisions   of    its  himself    in   the  exercise   of   ordinary 

charter,  it  created  a  nuisance,  and  be-  care,  the  company  is  liable  for  all  in- 

came  liable  to  any  individual  for  dam-  juries  that  result  to  him  by  reason  of 

ages  that  he  sustained  therefrom.  Also  a  train  being  run  over  the  crossing 

see  Regina   v.   United  Kingdom   Tel.  without    these    signals    being  given. 

Co.,  3  Fost.   &    F.  73;    Att'y-Gen'l  v.  Philadelphia  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hogan,  47 

Elv,  L.  R.,  6  Eq.  106;   Moshier  v.   R.  Penn.  St.  244;  Chicago,  etc.,R.  R.  Co. 

R.'  Co.,  8  Barb   (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  437.  v.  Grotzner,  46  111.  75  ;    Warner  v.  N. 

'  Lafayette,    etc..    Railroad    Co.    v.  Y.  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Barb.  (N.  Y. 

Adams,  36  Ind.  76.  S.   C.)279;    North    Penn.  R.   R.   Co. 

In  Toledo  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Goddard,  25  v.  Hilman,  49  Penn.  St.  60.  It  is  the 
Ind.  185,  it  was  held  that  when  the  duty  of  railroad  companies  upon  ap- 
engineer  of  a  train  has  rung  the  bell  proaching  a  road  crossing  with  their 
and  sounded  the  steam  whistle,  and  trains,  to  give  such  signals  and  take 
reduced  the  speed  of  the  train  to  a  such  measures  to  apprise  those  pass- 
proper  rate,  upon  approaching  a  cross-  ing  upon  the  highway  of  the  approach 
ing,  he  has  done  all  that  the  law  re-  of  the  train  to  the  crossing.  If  they 
quires,  and  has  fully  complied  with  fail  in  any  of  these  duties  they  are 
all  the  requirements  imposed  by  the  liable  to  any  person  who,  in  tlie  exer- 
exercise  of  reasonable  and  ordinary  cise  of  ordinary  care,  sustains  injury 
care.  therefrom. 

A  person  traveling  upon  a  highway,        Chicago  &  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co.  v. 

upon  approaching  a  railroad  crossing  Still,  19  111.  499. 
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qnestion  but  that  if  a  railroad  company  habitnallv  neglects  to 
perform  these  duties  to  the  public,  and  to  exercise  reasonable 
care  in  the  rnnning  of  its  trains  alono'  or  across  a  highway,  it 
becomes  and  may  be  indicted  as  a  public  nuisance.  The  g^rant 
of  the  extraordinary  franchise  with  which  they  are  inyested  is 
upon  the  implied  understanding  that  they  shall  exercise  the 
rights  conferred  for  the  benefit  and  not  to  the  detriment  of  tlie 
public,  and  that  they  shall  adopt  all  possible  measures  not  only  in 
the  kind  of  machinery  employed,  but  also  in  the  running  of  it,  to 
prevent  the  infliction  of  unnecessary  injury  upon  the  public  or 
upon  private  rights.'  As  illustrative  of  the  degree  of  rigor  with 
which  courts  enforce  these  duties  upon  the  part  of  railroad  com- 
panies, the  action  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  King  v.  The  2f orris 
and  Essex  R.  B.  Co.,  18  X.  Y.  (Ch.)  397,  furnishes  an  example. 
The  plaintiff  brought  his  bill  to  enjoin  the  defendants  from  the 
use  of  any  coal-burning  engines  upon  their  railroad  not  supplied 
with  such  apparatus  as  would  eflectually  prevent  the  communica- 
tion of  fire  from  it  to  the  buildings  of  the  complainant  near  the 
line  of  their  road. 

A.  O.  Zabkiskee,  Chancellor,  said :  "  The  case  is  a  proper  one 
for  the  interference  of  this  court  by  injunction.  The  defendants 
must  be  restrained  from  runninfi:  any  coal  enonnes  on  their  road: 
if  the  consequences  are  necessarily  such  as  are  sho%yn  by  the  proofs 
in  this  case.  The  position  taken  by  their  counsel  that  the  privi- 
lege of  running  locomotiyes  upon  their  road,  having  been  granted 
by  the  legislature,  the  residents  and  the  owners  of  property  in 
the  vicinity  must  suffer  the  consequences  without  relief,  is  unten- 
able. The  legislature  never  intended  to  grant  and  never  did 
grant  to  th^m  the  right  to  scatter  fire  and  desolation  along  their  line 
to  the  width  over  which  an  en  seine  could  be  contrived  or  con- 
structed  to  throw  burning  coals.  Their  right  to  ttse  locomotives 
was  gro/nted  only  upon  the  condition  imposed  by  law  upon  the 

'  Regina  r.  Sharpe,  3  Railwav  Cases,  8   Barb.   (N.  T.  S.  G.)  427  ;    Drake  b. 

33 ;  Regina  r.  Eastern  Counties  Rail-  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  7  id.  508.     In 

road  Co.,  id.   22;    Clarence    Railwav  this  case  it  was  held  that  a  railroad  in 

Co.  r.  Great  Xorth.  of  England,  etc.,  the   streets   of  a  citv  is  not  per  se   a 

R.  R.  Co.,  13  M.   &  W.  706  ;  Borden-  nuisance,  and  that  it  will  not  become 

town   &  So.  Amboy  Turnpike  Co.  r.  one,  provided   the   passage   over   fhe 

Camden  k  Ambov  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Harri-  street  is  left  free  and  unobstructed, 
eon  (N.  J.),  314;"Moshier  r.  R.  R.  Co., 
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use  of  all  privileges  and  property,  that  they  shall  be  so  used  as  to 
do  no  unnecessary  injury  to  others.  If  coal-burners  cannot  be 
used  without  such  increase  of  danger  as  is  shown  in  this  case,  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  company  to  abandon  them  and  return  to 
wood-burners." 

Sec.  287.  The  same  rule  applies  to  any  other  class  of  acts  that 
may  become  nuisances  by  their  improper  exercise.  Thus  legisla- 
tive authority  to  erect  a  bridge  or  dam  across  a  navigable  stream 
cannot  be  construed  as  authorizing  the  person  or  corporation  to 
make  an  erection  that  will  materially  interfere  with  the  navigation 
of  the  river,  or  increase  its  hazards.  All  such  rights  must  be 
exercised  so  as  not  to  destroy  either  public  or  private  rights,  and 
unless  they  can  be,  or  unless  full  compensation  has  been  provided 
for  the  rights  destroyed,  the  grant  will  not  protect  the  person  or 
corporation  from  suits  in  behalf  of  persons  whose  rights  are  in- 
jured, or  prosecution  by  the  public,  for  the  injury  to  the  public 
right,  as  to  all  its  exercise  beyond  the  reasonable  scope  of  the 
grant.     In  other  words  the  acts  create  a  nuisance. ' 

Sec.  288.  In  reference  to  private  ways  in  a  city  or  elsewhere,  the 
rule  seems  to  be  that  where  a  land  owner  has  given  permission 
to  strangers,  express  or  implied,  to  use  a  private  way  or  path  leading 
across  his  land, or  if  they  permit  a  particular  pathway  to  be  used  as  an 

1  Mississippi  &  Missouri  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Co.,  3  Am.  Law  Reg.  79  ;  Mississippi  & 
"Ward,  2  Black  (U.  S.S.  C.)  485;  Hart  Missouri  R.  R.  Co.  «. Ward,  supra.  Any 
«.  The  Mayor,  9  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  181  ;  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  a  public 
Lansing  v.  Smith,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.) ;  navigable  river,  is  upon  established 
15  id.  133;  Rex  ■».  Russell,  6  B.  &  C.  principles  a  public  nuisance.  United 
566;  Williams  «.  Wilcox,  Ad.  &  El.  States -y.  New  Bedford  Bridge  Co., Wood 
314 ;  Mayor  of  Georgetown  v.  Alexan-  &  M.  (tJ.  S.)401 ;  Mayor  of  Georgetown 
dria  Canal  Co.,  12  Pet.  (U.  S.  S.  C.)  v.  Alexandria  Canal  Co.,  12  Pet.  (U.  S. 
91  ;  Pennsylvania  v.  Wheeling  &  Bel-  S.  C.)  91.  A  pier  erected  in  navigable 
mont  Bridge  Co.,  13  How.  (U.  S.  S.  C.)  waters  according  to  established  regu- 
518.  A  bridge  across  a  navigable  lations  is  not  to  be  deemed  a  nuisance 
stream  is  not  necessarily  to  be  en-  unless  an  actual  obstruction  to  navigar 
joined  as  a  nuisance  ;  whether  it  par-  tion  be  proved.  Dutton  v.  Strong,  1 
takes  of  that  character  depends  upon  Black  (U.  S.  S.  C.)  23.  The  erection 
circumstances  ;  upon  the  extent  to  of  a  bridge  over  a  navigable  stream  by 
which  it  interferes  with  navigation  and  authority  of  the  State  may  prevent 
the  relative  importance  of  the  traffic  the  bridge  from  being  a  public  nui- 
accommodated  and  interrupted  by  it.  sance,  but  it  is  a  private  nuisance  if  it 
But  the  fact  that  a  bridge  is  a  great  obstructs  navigation,  and  persons  in- 
public  benefit  will  not  prevent  its  jured  may  have  their  actions  therefor, 
being  a  nuisance  if  it  obstructs  navi-  Pennsylvania -y.  Wheeling  &  Belmont 
gation.  Devoe  v.  Penrose  Ferry  Bridge  Bridge  Co.,  13  How.  (U.  S.)  518. 
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approach  to  their  dwelling  or  place  of  business,  they  are  not  justified 
in  doing  any  thing  that  will  endanger  the  safety  of  persons  passing 
over  the  way,  without  giving  them  proper  notice  of  what  has 
been  done,  or  revoking  the  license  or  permission  to  come  upon 
the  land.  Neither  can  they  authorize  any  other  person  to  do  any 
act  that  will  lessen  the  safety  of  those  traveling  over  the  way.  If 
they  desire  to  make  any  excavations,  or  do  any  thing  in  or  adjoin- 
ing the  way  that  endangers  its  use,  they  must  close  it  up.  ' 

Seo.  289.  Every  occupant  of  a  house  or  place  of  business,  who 
makes,  or  permits  the  use  of  a  particular  way  to  his  house  or  store 
over  his  own  grounds,  is  regarded  as  fairly  holding  out  invitations 
to  people,  having  occasion  to  come  to  his  place  for  any  reasonable 
purpose,  to  pass  over  the  path,  and  he  is  liable  for  defects  therein 
or  for  neglect  to  establish  proper  guards  around  dangerous  places, 
and  is  held  to  the  same  degree  of  liability  as  a  person  who  invites 
people  to  his  store  or  place  of  business.'  But  if  a  person  leaves 
the  usual  approaches  to  a  house  or  place  of  business  and  strays 
upon  a  part  of  the  ground  where  there  is  no  path,  and  sustains 
injury  from  falling  into  excavations  or  unguarded  wells,  no  liability 
therefor  attaches  to  the  owner  of  the  path  or  any  one  else. ' 
Where  a  person  gives  another  permission  to  cross  his  grounds  by 
either  of  a  number  of  paths,  and  the  person  so  giving  permission 
has  dug  a  hole  which  he  usually  keeps  covered,  if  he  leaves  the 
hole  uncovered  at  night  without  the  knowledge  of  the  person  so 
passing  over  his  ground  by  permission,  and  in  consequence  he  falls 
into  the  hole  and  is  injured,  the  owner  or  occupant  is  liable  there- 
for ;  but  if  the  hole  had  never  been  covered  the  person  would 
be  remediless.  The  rule  is,  that  a  person  who  uses  a  private  way 
accepts  all  the  risks  and  liabilities  that  are  fairly  incident  thereto, 
but  has  a  right  to  expect  that  no  changes  in  the  condition  of  th  e 
way  will  be  made  that  will  endanger  his  safety  in  passing  over  it.  * 

>  Corby  v.  Hill,  37  L.  J.  C.  P.  330  ;  Moore,  854;  Barnes  v.   Ward,  9  C.  B. 

Hodman  v.  West  Midland  R.  R.  Co.,  33  430. 

L.  J.  Q.  B.  340;  Gallagher  v.  Humphrey,  3  Balch  v.  Smith,  31  L.  J.  Exchq.  303. 

10  W.  R.  664;  Gibbs  v.  Trustees  of  Liv-  *  Rolle's  Abr.  88  ;  Gaudret  v.  Egerton, 

erpool  Docks,  37  L.  J.  Exchq.  331.  L.  R.,3  C.  P.  371  ;Hardcastlep.  So.York- 

'^  Lancaster  Coal  Co.  v.  Parnasby,  11  shire  R.  R.  Co.,  4  H.  &N.  74  ;  Blythe  v. 

Ad.  &  E.  343 ;  Indemaur  v.  Dames,  L.  Topham,  Cro.  Jac.  158  ;   Stone  v.  Jack- 

R.,  1   C.   P.  374  ;   Jarvis   v.   Dean,  11  son,  16  C.  B.  304. 
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Seo.  290.  Any  interference  with  a  highway  to  change  its  grade 
or  its  course  is  an  unlawful  act  and  a  nuisance,  even  though  the 
highway  is  thereby  improved  and  made  more  commodious  for  the 
purposes  of  travel.*  The  reason  for  this  rule  is  apparent  and  is  pre- 
dicated upon  a  sound  public  policy.  The  public  upon  which  is 
imposed  the  burden  of  keeping  highways  and  streets  in  proper 
repair,  and  which  is  liable  for  all  injuries  resulting  from  defects 
therein,  is  entitled  to  and  should  have  through  its  proper  officers 
the  entire  control  over  it,  and  the  exclusive  right  and  power  to 
regulate  its  grade,  location  and  every  act  or  thing  relating  to  its 
condition. 

Sec.  291.  It  will  of  course  be  understood,  from  what  has  already 
been  stated,  that  any  thing  that  operates  as  an  obstruction  to 
travel  upon  any  part  of  a  highway  is  a  nuisance  —  as  a  gate  across 
it,"  a  fence,'  a  building,*  a  ditch,'  or  to  deposit  any  thing  therein, 
as  ashes,*  sand,'  logs,*  or  any  thing  except  such  as  is  permitted  for 
building  purposes,  as  has  been  heretofo2-e  stated.  And  any  per- 
son who  does  thus  obstruct  any  part  of  a  highway,  or  interferes 
therewith,  is  liable  for  all  damages  that  ensue  in  consequence 
thereof," 

Sec.  292.  So,  too,  while  a  person  may  do  any  of  these  acts  upon 
his  own  premises,  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  highway,  yet  he 
has  no  right  to  make  any  erections  or  do  any  act  in  close  proxim- 
ity thereto,  the  natural  effect  of  which  is  to  frighten  horses  being 
driven  over  the  highway,  and  if  he  does  he  is  answerable  in  dam- 
ages therefor  as  for  a  nuisance.'"     In  Judd  v.  Fargo,  107   Mass. 

1  Hunt  ■».  Rich,  38  Me.  195  ;  Bateman  '  Mould  ^.Williams,  5  Ad.  &  El.  469. 
V.  Burge,  6  C.  &  P.  391.  »  Harlow  v.   Humiston,  6  Cow.   (N. 

2  James  v.   Hayward.  Cro.  Car.  184  ;     Y.)  189. 

Greasly  v.  Codling,  2  Bing.  263 ;  Bate-  »  Dygert  v.  Schenck,  23  Wend.  (N. 

man  v.  Burge,  6  C.  &  P.  391;    Adams  v.  Y.)  446. 

Beach,  6  Hill  (N.  Y.),  271.  '<>  Judd  «.  Fargo,  107  Mass.  264  ;  Jones 

^Gregorya.  Com.,2  Dana(Ky.),417;  v.  R.  R.  C,  id.  261;  Morse  v.  Rich- 
Kelly  V.  Com.,  11  S.  &.  R.  (Penn.)  345.  mond,    41   Vt.  435  ;    Foshay  v.   Glen 

■*  Stetson  ©.Faxon,  19  Pick.  (Mass.)  Haven,  3   Am.  Rep.  74;  Hill  v.  New 

417 ;  Barker  v.  Com.,  19  Penn.  St.  412.  River    Co.,    15    L.    T.    (N.   S.)    555 ; 

«  Dygertw.  Schenck,  23  Wend.  (N.Y.)  Loubz  v.  Hofuer,  1   Dev.  (N.  C.)  185, 

446 ;    Harlow    v.    Humiston,  6    Cow.  drumming  near  highway ;   R.  R.  Co. 

(N.  Y.)  189.  v.  Barnet,  59  Penn.  St.  259,  and  R.  R. 

*  Rogers  v.  Rogers,  14  Wend.  (N.Y.)  Co.   v.   Harmon,  47   111.   298,  reckless 

131.  blowing  of  engine   whistle  ;    Cole  v. 
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164,  it  was  held  that  if  a  farmer  or  other  person  leaves  any  thing 
unreasonably  bj  the  side  of  a  highway  which  frightens  horses,  it 
is  a  nuisance  and  he  is  liable  for  all  damages  occasioned  thereby. 
In  Joiies  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  107  Mass.  261,  the  defendants  had  a  der- 
rick located  upon  their  premises,  the  boom  of  which  swung  over 
the  highway,  and  the  plaintiff  passing  over  the  highway  with  his 
horses,  while  the  derrick  boom  was  hanging  over  it,  his  horses 
became  thereby  frightened  and  unmanageable,  and  ran  away 
doing  considerable  injury  to  the  plaintiff ;  it  was  held  by  the 
court  that  a  derrick  or  any  thing  else  thus  located  by  a  high- 
way, the  natural  tendency  of  which  is  to  frighten  horses  passing, 
is  a  nuisance,  and  renders  the  person  placing  and  using  it  there 
liable  for  all  damages. ' 

Sec.  293.  But  it  has  been  held  that  while  it  is  a  nuisance  for  a 
person  to  pile  logs  or  place  any  other  obstruction  in  a  highway, 
that  it  is  not  unlawful  to  place  them  upon  his  own  premises  out- 
side the  limits  of  the  highway,  and  that  if  they  are  so  placed  even 
though  there  is  no  fence,  and  a  person  passing  over  the  highway 
accidentally  drives  his  team  upon  them  and  is  injured,  the  person 
so  placing  them  there  is  not  liable. " 

Sec.  294.  It  is  unlawful  and  an  indictable  and  actionable  nui- 
sance for  one  traveler  over  a  highway  unreasonably  to  obstruct 
the  passage  of  another,  by  constantly  interposing  his  team  as  an 
obstacle.  Every  person  must  exercise  his  right  of  transit  over  a 
highway  reasonably  and  with  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  others. 
If  a  person  driving  a  team  behind  another  desires  to  pass,  because 
he  can  make  greater  speed  than  the  team  in  front  of  him,  he  has 
the  right  to  do  so  if  he  can  with  safety,  and  any  unreasonable 
obstruction  of  this  right  by  the  person  in  front  of  him,  by  tailing 
his  team,  as  it  is  called,  that  is,  driving  in  front  of  him,  first  on 
one  side,  then  on  the  other,  with  the  view  and  purpose  of  pre- 
venting his  passage,  is  a  nuisance.  Of  course  in  order  to  con- 
Fisher,  iiMaas.  137,  reckless  discharge  was  a  nuisance.  Dimmock  ij.  Suifield, 
of  gun;  Rowe  v.  Young,  16  Ind.  312,  30  Conn.  129. 
recklbss  driving.  In  House  -».  Metcalf,  ^  Hardv  v.  Kiene,  53  N.  H.  370. 
27  Conn.  631,  it  was  held  that  a  water  '■'  Harlow  v.  Humiston,  6  Cow.  (N.  T.) 
wheol  near  to  and  in  view  of  a  high-  189. 
way,  so  as  to  frighten  horses  passing  it. 
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stitute  this  offense  it  is  necessary  to  establish  such  a  state  of  facts 
as  show  that  the  defendant  intentionally  and  purposely  thus 
obstructed  travel. ' 

Sec.  295.  Obstructions  amounting  to  a  nuisance  may  exist 
where  there  is  no  actual  physical  obstruction.  Thus  any  thing 
which  endangers  the  safety  of  persons  lawfully  passing  over  a 
highway,  even  though  existing  outside  of  the  actual  limits  thereof , 
is  a  technical  obstruction,  and  indictable  as  such.  As  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  manufactory  for  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder,  nitro- 
glycerine, or  any  other  explosive  substance  near  a  highway,  or  the 
erection  and  maintenance  of  a  magazine  for  storing  any  such  com- 
pounds near  a  public  highway  or  street.*  Or  the  maintenance  of  a 
house  in  a  ruinous  condition,  which  is  liable  to  fall  down  near  a  high- 
way.' The  assemblage  of  a  large  crowd  near  a  highway  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sliooting.  *  To  construct  or  keep  any  thing  by  the  side  of  a 
highway  or  street  the  natural  tendency  of  which  is  to  frighten  horses, 
or  to  erect  any  thing  upon  one's  own  premises  that  overhangs  a  high- 
way or  street  so  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  those  passing  over 
the  same. "  In  Grainger  v.  Finlay,  7  Irish  0.  L.  417,  the  plain- 
tiff brought  an  action  against  the  defendant  for  damages  sustained 
by  him  by  reason  of  the  defendant's  having  obstructed  the  high- 
way by  keeping  a  dangerous  and  vicious  dog  so  near  thereto  that 
he  could  not  safely  pass.  The  court  held  that  if  the  dog  was  of 
dcmgerous  and  vicious  habits,  and  so  Tinown  to  be  by  the  defend- 
ant, that  the  keeping  of  the  dog  so  near  the  highway  that  the 
plaintiff  could  not  safely  pass  was  an  actionable  nuisance. 

Seo.  296.  Shade  trees  set  in  a  street  or  highway  without  author- 
ity of  law  are  a  nuisance,  but  if  they  are  permitted  to  remain  for 
the  period  of  twenty  years,  the  law  will  presume  that  they  were 

'  Com.  B.  Temple,  14  Gray  (Mass.),  69;  Copes,  11  Rich.  (S.  C.)  217;   Shearon 

Baiting  xi.  Bristol  &  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  L.  ri.  Cheatham,  1  Swan,  (Tenn.)  ante. 
T.    (N.  S.)   665  ;    Bolton  «.   Codler,  1        ^  Regina  «.  Watts,  6  Salk.  357. 
Watts  (Pa.),  360.  *  King  «.  Moore,  3  B.  &  Ad,  184. 

*  People  M.  Sands,  1  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  78  ;        ^  Jones  «.  R.  R.  Co.,   107   Mass.  261 ; 

Wier  t).  Kirk,   1   L.   T.   76 ;  Myers   ®.  Osborn  v.  The   Union   Ferry   Co.,  58 

Malcolm,  6  Hill  (N.Y.), 292;  Bradley  «.  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  629;    Ayer  «.  Nor- 

The  People,  56  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  72  ;  Fillo  wlch,  39  Conn.  376  ;  House  v.  Metcalf, 

V.  Jones,  2  Abb.  (N.  Y.)  121  ;    Ryan  v.  27  id.  631 ;  Dimmock  «.  Suffield,  30  id. 

179. 
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planted  there  by  lawful  authority.'  So,  too,  the  boughs  of  trees 
that  overhang  the  traveled  path  of  a  highway  are  a  nuisance,  and 
may  be  cut  off  by  those  having  the  repair  of  highways  in  charge, 
but  the  trees  cannot  be  cut,  nor  can  branches  thereof  be  cut,  lest 
they  should  at  a  future  time  operate  as  an  obstruction.  * 

Sec.  297.  While  the  owner  of  the  fee  of  a  road  or  street  may 
maintain  trespass  against  any  one  who  abuses  the  right  of  transit 
over  it,  yet,  even  he  himself  has  no  authority  to  do  any  thing 
upon  or  near  the  highway  that  interferes  with  its  safe  and  conven- 
ient use  for  the  purposes  of  public  travel,  and  if  he  does  he  is 
just  as  answerable  civilly  or  criminally  therefor  as  though  he  was 
a  stranger  to  the  title.  His  rights,  so  far  as  the  full  enjoyment  of 
the  public  easement  is  concerned,  over  the  same, are  in  abeyance, 
and  subject  to  the  superior  right  of  the  public.  Therefore  in  a 
case  where  the  owner  of  the  fee  dug  a  ditch  across  a  highway  and 
erected  a  bridge  over  the  same,  it  was  held  a  nuisance,  and  he  was 
held  answerable  in  damages  to  one  who  was  injured  thereby.  In 
such  cases  the  highway  is  interfered  with  at  the  peril  of  one  who 
does  it,  and  no  degree  of  care  or  skill  will  protect  him  from  lia- 
bility." 

Sec.  298.  So,  too,  it  is  a  nuisance  to  station  a  person  upon  a  pub- 
lic street  near  a  place  of  business,  with  a  placard  calculated  to 
injure  the  business  of  one  occupying  a  building  thereon.  And  it 
would  seem  that  this  is  true,  even  though  the  business  is  not 
respectable  or  lawful,  and  even  though  the  person  thus  stationed 
there  is  stationed  there  by  the  oflBcers  designated  by  the  statute 
to  warn  persons  along  the  street  against  that  very  class  of  busi- 
ness." In  Spell  V.  Massey,  2  Starkie,  559,  it  was  held  a  nuisance 
to  place  a  placard  opposite  to  the  plaintiff's  house,  indicating 
that  it  was  a  bawdy  house.*  This  is  a  sensible  doctrine.  That 
the  legislature  may  provide  penalties  for  any  offenses  against  the 
people  is  not  doubted,  but  that  it  may  authorize  irresponsible 

'  Bliss  V.  Bull,  99  Mass.  597.  Irvine  v.  Fowler,  5  Robt.  (N.  T,  Sup. 

">  Hawkins'  P.  C,  cli.  76,  §S  48-50.         Ct.)  483. 

»  Dygert  c.   Schenck,  23  Wend.  (N.        "  Gilbert  «.  Mickle,  4  Sandf.  Ch.  (N. 
I .)  446 ;  Irvine  v.  Wood,  51  N.  T.  151 ;    T.)  357. 

*  Spell  V.  Massey,  2  Starkie,  559. 
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oflScers  or  other  persons  to  interfere  with  another's  businoes 
upon  the  ground  that  it  is  unlawful,  before  the  person  has  had 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard  before  a  jury,  is  a  power  which  the 
legislature  does  not  possess.  If  it  had  the  power,  its  exercise 
in  this  way  would  certainly  be  of  questionable  propriety.  If  a 
business  is  being  carried  on  that  is  unlawful  and  punishable  as 
an  offense,  it  is  the  duty  of  one  who  would  stop  it,  to  arrest  the 
offender  and  have  him  tried  before  a  competent  tribunal,  and  if 
there  is  not  evidence  against  him  sufficient  to  warrant  his  arrest 
and  trial,  there  certainly  is  not  the  slightest  excuse  for  interfering 
in  this  way  to  destroy  his  business. 

Sec.  299.  When  a  highway  is  once  established  as  such  by  the 
action  of  proper  public  authorities,  it  does  not  cease  to  be  such,  even 
though  unused  for  many  years,  until  it  has  been  discontinued  by 
the  proper  authorities  ;  hence  if  a  new  road  is  bnilt  near  an  old 
one,  and  the  travel  is  wholly  diverted  from  the  old  road  over  the 
new  one,  yet,  unless  the  old  road  has  been  regularly  discontinued, 
it  remains  a  highway,  and  neither  the  owner  of  the  fee  nor  any 
other  person  can  lawfully  obstruct  the  same  any  more  than  he 
could  the  new  road.* 

Sec.  300.  So,  too,  it  is  a  nuisance  to  pass  over  a  highway  with 
unwarrantable  loads,  or  in  such  a  way  as  to  cut  it  up  unreasona- 
bly, and  impair  its  condition  for  safety  and  reasonable  travel.' 
The  reason  for  this  is,  that  the  highway  is  only  designed  for  rea- 
sonable and  ordinary  use  for  the  passage  of  persons  and  the  trans- 
portation of  property,  and  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  reasonable 
use  of  it  to  incumber  it  with  loads  of  such  extraordinary  weight, 
that  the  soil  thereof  will  be  uni-easonably  cut  up  or  rutted.  Neither 
can  the  authorities  be  expected  to  provide  ways  for  the  carriage 
of  such  loads  —  hence  there  must  be  a  limit  to  the  weight  of  bur- 
dens permitted  to  be  carried  over  it  at  a  single  load,  for  no  indi- 
vidual necessity  or  convenience  can  be  permitted  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  public  good. 

>  Wetlierhead   v.  Bray,  7  Ind.  706  ;  v.  Ward,  Cro.  Car.  366  :  Elkins  v.  State, 

State  V.  Duncan,  1  McCord  (S.  C),  404  ;  2  Humph.  (Tenn.)  543. 
Allen  V.  Lyon,  2    Root   (Cbnn.),  213  ;        «  Hawkins'  P.  C,  ch.  76,  §  51 ;  Rex 

Thomas  v.  Sorrell,  Vaughn,;346 ;  Rex  v.  Egerley,  3  Salk.  183. 
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Seo.  301.  The  carrying  on  of  a  noxious  trade  upon  or  near  a 
highway,  whereby  the  air  is  corrupted  and  rendered  either 
unwholesome  or  materially  offensive,  is  a  public  nuisance,  and 
indictable  as  such,  as  the  right  of  every  person  to  free,  pure  air, 
extends  as  well  to  public  places  and  thoroughfares,  as  to  dwell- 
ings or  places  of  business*.  It  is  not  necessary,  in  order  to 
constitute  a  noxious  trade  a  public  nuisance,  by  reason  of  offen- 
sive vapors  liberated  thereby,  that  the  vapors  should  be  delete- 
rious to  health.  It  is  sufficient  if  they  are  materially  offensive, 
and  render  the  use  of  that  part  of  the  highway  within  the  sphere 
of  its  effects  materially  offensive  or  uncomfortable.* 

LEGALIZED    OBSTBUariONS. 

Sec.  302.  Whatever  is  authorized  by  statute  within  the  scope 
of  legislative  powers  is  lawful,  and  therefore  cannot  be  a  nui- 
sance. But  this  must  be  understood  as  subject  to  the  qualifica- 
tion, that  when  an  act  that  would  otherwise  be  a  nuisance,  is 
authorized  by  statute,  it  only  ceases  to  be  a  nuisance  so  long  as 
it  is  exercised  within  the  scope  of  the  power  conferred.  If  those 
powers  are  exceeded,  or  exercised  in  another  or  different  manner 
from  that  prescribed  by  law,  it  becomes  a  nuisance  as  to  such 
excess  and  difference  of  their  mode  of  exercise/ 

Sec.  303.  Whenever  an  act  is  authorized  to  be  done  in  a  high- 
way or  otherwise,  that  would  otherwise  be  a  nuisance,  the  per- 
son or  company  to  whom  such  power  is  given  is  bound  to  exercise 
the  right  conferred  upon  him  not  only  strictly  within  the  provis- 
ions of  the  law,  but  also  to  exercise  the  highest  degree  of  care 
to  prevent  injury  to  the  persons  or  property  of  those  who  may 

'  Rex  V.  Niel,  2  C.  &  P.  485  ;  Rex  'O.  noxious  or  offensive  smells  to  the  an- 

White,  1  Bur.  337  ;  Catlin  v.  Valentine,  noyance  of  the  public,  is  indictable  aa 

9  Paige's   Ch.  (N.   T.)   575  ;    Brady  v.  a  common  nuisance,  even  though  the 

Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  157  ;  Pres-  smells    should   not   be  deleterious  to 

cott's  Case,  2  City   Hall  Recorder   (N.  health.     It  is  enough  if  they  are  offen- 

Y.  City),  161 ;  Com   v.  Upton,  6   Gray  sive  to  the  senses. 

(Mass.),  473.  3  r^x   v.    Morris,  1   B.   &   Ad.   441  ; 

•^  Rex  V.  Neil,  2  Car.  &  Payne,  485.   In  Hughes  v.  Providence  &  Worcester  R. 

State'U.Witherall,5Harring.(Del.)508,  R.  Co.,  2   R.I.   493;  Reg.  «.   Eastern 

the  court  say  :  "  Any  trade  or  business  Counties   R.   R.  Co.,  2  Ad.  &  El.  567  ; 

carried  on  in  a  populous  neighborhood,  Ren  wick  v.  Morris,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.)  621, 
or  near  a  public  road  which  produces 
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he  affected  by  their  acts,'  Hence,  where  a  railroad  company  has 
been  permitted  to  lay  its  track  along  or  across  a  highway,  it  is 
bound  to  the  use  of  every  reasonable  precaution  to  prevent  injury 
to  those  passing  along  the  highway,  or  crossing  its  track  that  is 
laid  across  the  same,  and  if  it  fails  to  exercise  a  proper  degree  of 
care,  not  only  such  as  is  provided  by  statute,  but  also  such  as  is 
rendered  necessary  by  the  character  of  the  obstruction  and  its 
location,  having  reference  to  a  like  reasonable  exercise  of  care  on 
the  part  of  those  approaching  the  obstruction,  it  becomes  a  nui- 
sance to  the  extent  of  injury  to  individual  rights,  and  renders  the 
company  liable  in  damages  for  all  the  consequences.*  In  all  cases 
where  the  legislature  authorizes  an  act  to  be  done  that  will  be  a 
nuisance,  without  providing  means  for  its  removal,  it  will  be 
treated  as  having  sanctioned  all  the  consequences.  But  where 
there  are  two  methods  by  which  the  authority  can  be  exercised, 
by  one  of  which  the  work  will  become  a  nuisance,  and  by  the 
other  it  will  not,  that  method  must  be  adopted  which  will  not 
create  a  nuisance.^ 

Sec.  304.  In  the  case  of  Moshier  v.  The  TJtica  cmd  Schenec- 
tady Railroad  Co.,  8  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  427,  it  appeared 
that  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  June,  A.  D.  1847,  the  plaintiff 
was  leading  his  horse  on  the  Mohawk  turnpike,  about  a  mile  west 
of  the  village  of  Amsterdam,  and  going  toward  that  village,  he 
met  a  train  of  the  defendant's  cars  drawn  by  a  locomotive,  and 
going  west  at  the  usual  speed,  whereby  the  plaintiff's  horse 
became  greatly  frightened,  reared  up,  and  pitched  and  jumped 
about,  and  as  the  cars  passed  fell  to  the  ground  dead.  The  plain- 
tiff held  the  horse  by  the  head  and  did  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  quiet  him.  There  was  no  fence  or  screen  between  the  railroad 
and  the  turnpike.  The  railroad  company  were  the  owners  of  the 
turnpike  and  bound  to  keep  it  in  repair  and  free  from  obstruc- 
tions.    The  Mowhawk  Turnpike  Company  was  chartered  in  1800 

'  Bordentown  &  So.  Amboy  Turn-  Car.  &  P.  407 ;  Hawkins  v.  Cooper,  8  id. 
pike  Co.  V.  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R.  Co.,    473  ;  Wolf  v.  Beard,  8  id.  373  ;  Angell 

2  Har.  (N.  J.)  314  ;  Rex  v.  Morris,  1  B.     on  Carriers,  §  563. 

&  Ad.  441 ;  King  v.  The  Morris  &  Es-  "  Cooper  v.  N.  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  35  Jur. 

sex  R  .R.  Co.,  3  C.  E.  Green  (N.J.),  377 ;  295. 

Brand  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  »  Lord  Blautyne  v.  Clyde  Nav.  Co., 

Ct.)  369 ;  Mayor  of  New  York  v.  Bailey,  39  Jur.  257  ;  5  Macpb.  508. 

3  Denio  (N.  Y.),  440 ;  Boss  v.  Litton,  6 
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by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  and  by  the  terms  of  the  charter  were 
bound  to  keep  the  road  in  repair. 

The  defendant's  corporation  was  chartered  by  an  act  of  the  leg- 
islature, approved  April  29,  1833.  By  the  terms  of  this  act  the 
defendants  were  required  to  purchase  the  turnpike  in  question, 
and  to  assume  all  the  liabilities  and  possess  all  the  rights  of  the 
turnpike  company  in  reference  thereto,  and  so  long  as  the  same 
was  used  as  a  turnpike  were  to  keep  it  in  proper  condition  and 
repair.  The  action  was  referred  and  a  report  made  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff  to  recover  $400,  the  value  of  the  horse.  In  the 
supreme  court  the  opinion  was  delivered  by  Willabd,  J.,  who 
said :  "  If  the  injury  complained  of  was  not  the  result  of  some 
wrongful  act  of  the  defendant,  either  of  omission  or  commission, 
this  action  cannot  be  maintained.  It  was  not  wrongful  for  the 
defendants  to  propel  their  cars  along  their  railroad  by  a  steam 
engine,  although  steam  as  a  motive  power  is  not  mentioned  in 
their  act  of  incorporation.  Indeed,  we  know  historically  that  the 
act  incorporating  the  defendants  could  not  have  been  passed  at 
the  session  of  1833  if  a  steam  engine  had  been  in  terms  men- 
tioned in  the  act,  as  the  power  by  which  the  business  of  the  com- 
pany was  to  be  conducted.  It  is,  however,  a  "  mechanical  power" 
within  the  meaning  of  the  charter,  and  was  rightfully  applied. 
Nor  is  there  any  evidence  that  the  manner  in  which  the  defend- 
ants conducted  the  train  on  the  morning  when  the  disaster  hap- 
pened was  unusual  or  manifested  an  inattention  to  the  rights  of 
others.  The  working  of  the  engine  and  the  progress  of  the  train 
occasioned  much  noise.  Although  this  may,  under  some  circum- 
stances, excite  the  most  intense  fear,  it  is  esteemed  in  general  a 
beneficent  admonition  to  avoid  danger.  It  is  a  part  of  the  con- 
stitution of  a  steam  engine  that  it  should,  when  in  operation, 
make  a  noise.  An  authority  to  use  an  engine  is  an  authority  to 
make  a  noise,  whether  it  awakens  fear  or  not.  A  train  of  cars 
that  should  move  with  entire  silence  through  the  valley  of  the 
Mohawk  would  occasion  more  mischief  than  if  its  approach 
was  heralded  by  the  noise  of  many  engines.  Indeed,  the  policy 
of  the  general  act  to  authorize  the  formation  of  railroad  corpora- 
tions,' is  to  require  a  bell  of  thirty  pounds  to  be  kept  ringing  for 

'  Act  of  March  37,  1848 ;  Laws  of  1848,  p.  221. 
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a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  the  train  crosses  a  road  as  a  precaution 
against  accidents.'  The  engineer  is  then  required  to  add  to  the 
usual  noise  of  the  engine  and  the  train,  the  noise  of  the  bell,  to 
which  is  not  unfrequently  added  the  noise  of  the  whistle.  The  mere 
noise  of  the  defendant's  train  in  the  abstract  therefore  affords  no 
eWdence  of  a  culpable  inattention  to  the  rights  of  others.  But 
h  is  not  to  be  denied  that  there  are  times  and  places  in  which  the 
noise  of  the  locomotive  and  train  is  attended  with  the  most  dis- 
tressing effects.  Where  the  railroad  and  turnpike  are  parallel, 
and  in  immediate  contiguity  with  each  other,  persons  traveling 
on  the  latter  with  horse  teams  are  sometimes  exposed  to  imminent 
danger  by  the  mere  sight  and  noise  of  a  moving  train.  It  was, 
in  part,  in  anticipation  of  this  danger,  and  the  necessity  of  guard- 
ing against  it,  that  dictated  the  policy  of  requiring  the  defendants 
to  purchase  the  turnpike  and  assume  the  liabilities  of  that  corpo- 
ration before  they  should  be  permitted  to  run  cars  upon  their  own 
road.  They  thus  acquired  the  right  of  laying  their  track  across 
and  along  the  bed  of  the  turnpike  without  an  application  to  the 
chancellor  for  appraisers,  but  they  were  bound  "  to  restore  the 
road  to  its  former  state,  or  in  a  sufficient  manner  to  not  impair  its 
usefulness. 

If  the  taking  a  part  of  the  bed  of  the  turnpike  for  the  track  of 
the  railroad,  or  the  bringing  the  railroad  into  close  proximity  to 
the  turnpike,  renders  it  dangerous  to  persons  standing  with  teams 
on  the  latter,  and  thus  impairs  its  usefulness  to  the  public,  the 
defendants  are  bound  either  to  remove  the  two  roads  farther  from 
each  other  or  to  separate  them  by  protecting  guards.  There  is 
room  enough  in  the  Mohawk  Yalley  for  both  roads,  and  it  is  for 
the  defendants  to  see  that  they  do  not  interfere  with  each  other. 

The  referee  must  have  found  that  the  encroachment  by  the 
railroad  upon  the  turnpike  at  the  place  of  the  disaster  enabled 
the  noise  and  sight  of  the  train  to  frighten  the  plaintiff''s  horse, 
and  thus  to  cause  its  death.  The  defendants,  by  not  restoring 
the  turnpike  to  its  required  width,  and  by  omitting  all  other 
precautions  against  accidents,  have  disregarded  the  injunctions 
of  the  statute,  and  if  that  neglect  of  duty  has  been  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  plaintiff's  injury,  as  the  referee  must  have  found,  lie 

'  Id.,  §  37. 
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was  entitled  to  recover.  The  encroachment  of  the  defendants 
upon  the  turnpike  was  a  public  nuisance  for  which  any  person 
sustaining  a  particular  injury  may  recover."  ' 

Sec.  305.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  doctrine  of  this  case  is 
predicated  upon  the  provision  in  the  defendant's  charter,  that  in 
taking  the  turnpike  for  its  roadway  it  was  bound  "  to  restore  the 
road  to  its  former  state,  or  in  a  sufficient  manner  not  to  impair  its 
usefulness,"  and  that  by  bringing  its  track  upon  the  turnpike  it 
was  bound  to  guard  against  such  accidents  by  erecting  proper 
screens,  or,  if  these  failed,  they  were  bound  to  move  either  the 
turnpike  or  their  track  to  a  greater  distance  from  each  other, 
because  they  were  bound  to  keep  the  turnpike  in  such  a  condition 
with  reference  to  the  railroad  as  "not  to  impair  its  usefulness." 
That  is,  that  the  statute  could  not  be  construed  as  an  authority 
for  the  defendants  to  do  any  act  under  their  charter  that  would 
impair  the  usefulness  of  the  turnpike,  and  that  if  they  did,  such 
acts  were  a  public  nuisance,  and  rendered  them  liable  for  all  the 
damages  that  ensued  therefrom.  The  rule  of  law  laid  down  in. 
this  case  must,  of  com'se,  be  understood  as  exceptional.  It  is  a 
doctrine  that  arises  out  of  the  peculiar  provisions  of  the  charter, 
and  is  not  applicable  to  any  other  class  of  cases. 

A  grant  to  construct  a  railroad  without  specific  limitations  or 
powers  carries  with  it,  by  necessary  implication,  the  right  to  use 
engines  and  cars  upon  the  same,  and  to  do  any  act  thereon  that 
is  legitimately  incident  to  the  free  and  full  exercise  of  such  opera- 
tions. If  a  horse  upon  a  highway  is  frightened  by  the  necessary 
noise  of  the  train,  or  at  sight  of  it,  and  dies  from  fright,  or  if  it 
becomes  unmanageable  and  destroys  its  owner's  team,  and  even 
injures  him,  yet  there  is  no  liability  upon  the  company,  if  the 
accident  resulted  from  a  reasonable  exercise  of  the  company's 
right."  But  if  the  charter  creating  the  company  limited  its  right 
in  such  a  way  as  was  done  in  the  act  creating  the  defendant's 
company,  then  liability  would  attach,  if  they  failed  strictly  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  their  charter. 

'  Lansing  v.  Smith,  4  Wend.  (N.  T.)  '  Rex  v.  Pease,  4  B.  &  Ad.  30  ;  Rex 

9;  Stetson  v.  Faxon,  19  Pick.  (Mass.)  -y.  Morris,  id.  441 ;  Bordeutown  &  Sou'h 

147 ;  10  id.  388  ;  1  Root  (Conn.),  862  ;  Ambov    Turnpike   Co.   v.    Camden   & 

3  Vt.  529.  Amboy  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Har.  (N.  J.)  314. 
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Sec.  306.  The  difference  between  the  general  doctrine  applica- 
ble to  such  questions,  and  the  special  doctrine  arising  from  the 
peculiar  provisions  of  charters,  will  be  perhaps  better  illustrated 
bj  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Pease  et  al.,  4  Barn.  &  Ad.  30,  than  by 
any  other  case.  That  was  an  indictment  against  the  defendants 
for  operating  a  railroad  by  steam  that  ran  along  side  the  King's 
highway,  in  some  places  within  five  yards  of  each  other,  for  the 
distance  of  about  one  mile  from  Stockton  to  Tarm.  The  grava- 
men of  the  charge  in  the  indictment  was  that  the  defendants 
operated  the  engines  upon  the  railroad  in  question  by  steam,  and 
burned  large  quantities  of  coal  and  coke  in  the  development  of 
steam  with  which  to  propel  said  engines,  and  thus  emitted  large 
quantities  of  offensive  smoke  that  filled  the  air  fiowing  over  said 
highway,  and  attached  to  said  engines  large  numbers  of  cars 
loaded  with  coal,  which  were  drawn  over  said  railroad  with  great 
noise,  force  and  violence ;  and  did  with  said  engines  and  cars, 
and  the  fires  burning  therein,  exhibit  terrific  and  alarming 
appearances,  and  made  divers  loud  explosions,  shocks  and  noises, 
making  it  dangerous  for  persons  to  pass  over  the  highway  with 
teams  or  otherwise.  The  indictment  was  tried  by  jury  who 
returned  a  special  verdict,  which  found  the  allegations  charged  in 
the  indictment  to  be  true,  and  also  found  that  many  accidents  had 
resulted  to  persons  passing  over  the  highway  with  teams,  by 
reason  of  the  horses  becoming  frightened  by  the  trains  running 
upon  the  defendant's  railroad.  The  verdict  also  found  that  the 
defendants  used  the  most  approved  appliances  in  running  their 
road ;  that  they  were  duly  organized  as  a  company  according  to 
statute,  and  that  their  road  was  built  and  operated  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  statute.  It  was  also  found  that  no  screens 
or  fences  were  erected  between  the  railroad  and  highway  to  shut 
off  the  view  of  the  trains  passing  over  the  railroad. 

The  case  was  heard  in  King's  Bench,  and  Park,  J.,  in  deliver- 
ing the  judgment  of  the  court,  among  other  things,  said :  "  The 
case  turns  upon  the  meaning  of  the  statute,'  and  the  question  is, 
whether  that  gives  an  authority  to  the  company  to  use  locomotive 
engines  on  the  railway  absolutely,  or  only  with  some  implied 
qualification  or  condition  that  they  should  employ  all  practicable 

•  4  Geo.  4,  ch.  33,  §  8. 
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means  to  protect  the  public  against  injury  from  them  ?  And 
those  means  were  on  the  argument,  suggested  to  be,  the  altering 
of  the  course  of  the  railroad,  or  the  erection  of  fences  or  screens 
of  sufficient  heio:ht  to  exclude  the  view  of  the  engines  from  the 
passengers  on  the  highway.  Xow  the  words  of  the  statute  in 
question  clearly  give  to  the  company  the  unqualified  right  to  use 
the  engines,  and  we  are  to  construe  provisions  in  acts  of  parlia- 
ment according  to  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  words,  unless  such 
construction  would  lead  to  some  unreasonable  result,  or  be  incon- 
sistent with  or  contrary  to  the  declared  or  implied  intention  of 
the  framer  of  the  law,  in  wliich  case  the  grammatical  sense  of  the 
words  may  be  extended  or  modified,*  *  *  *  *  It  is  clear 
that  the  makers  of  this  and  the  prior  act  had  in  view  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad,  with  its  branches,  in  a  certain  defined  line,* 
which  had  been  delineated  on  a  map  deposited  with  the  clerk  of  the 
place,  and  from  which  line  the  road  was  not  to  deviate  more  than 
one  hundred  yards,  and  not  into  the  grounds  of  persons  not  men- 
tioned in  the  book  of  reference.  The  legislature,  therefore,  must 
be  presumed  to  have  kno^vn  that  the  railroad  would  be  adjacent 
for  a  mile  to  the  public  highway,  and  consequently  that  travelers 
upon  the  highway  would,  in  all  probability,  be  incommoded  by 
the  passage  of  locomotive  engines  along  the  railroad.  That  being 
presumed,  there  is  nothing  unreasonable  or  inconsistent  in  sup- 
posing that  the  part  of  the  public  which  should  use  the  highway 
should  sustain  some  inconvenience  for  the  sake  of  the  o-reater 
good  to  be  attained  by  other  parts  of  the  public,  in  the  more 
speedy  traveling  and  conveyance  of  merchandise  along  the  new 
railroad. 

Can  any  one  say  that  the  public  interests  are  unjustly  dealt 
with,  when  the  injury  to  one  line  of  communication  is  compensa- 
ted by  the  increased  benefit  to  another  ?  So  far  is  such  a  proceed- 
ing from  being  unreasonable,  that  it  was  held  by  the  majority  of 
the  judges  in  R^  v.  Russell,  6  B.  &  C,  566,  that  a  nuisance  was 
excusable  at  common  law  on  that  principle.'  and  whether  that  be 

'  Evston    r.   Shedd,   Plowden,  463  ;  ^  Eex  r.  Eussell   has  been   directly 

Bacou's  Abr.,  Stat.  I.  overruled  in  several  cases,  since  deci- 

*  1  and  2  Geo.  4,  cb.  44,  §  6,  and  4  id.  ded  bv  tbe  same  court. 
4.  cb.  33,  §  3. 
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the  law  or  not,  at  least  it  is  clear  that  an  express  provision  of  the 
legislature  having  that  effect  cannot  be  unreasonable. 

It  is  true  that  the  same  object,  that  of  giving  one  part  of  the 
public  the  benefit  of  the  use  of  these  engines,  might  have  been 
effected  without  the  same  injury  to  the  other  part  using  the  road, 
if  the  act  had  imposed  on  the  company  the  obligation  of  erecting 
a  suflScient  fence  or  screen  at  their  own  cost ;  or  had  provided  that 
the  line  of  said  road  should  be  different  at  that  place  ;  but  it  is 
by  no  means  necessary  to  imply  such  an  obligation  in  order  to 
make  the  statute  reasonable  and  consistent,  for  it  has  been  shown 
to  be  so  without ;  and  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  if  such  a  con- 
dition had  been  intended,  it  would  have  been  particularly 
expressed.' 

Sec.  307.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  legislative  authority  to  do 
an  act  that  may  operate  to  obstruct  travel  upon  a  highway,  either 
by  an  actual  physical  obstruction,  or  by  rendering  the  travel  over 
it  dangerous  and  unsafe,  is  a  complete  protection  so  long  as  the 
authority  is  exercised  reasonably  and  within  the  provisions  of  the 
act.  But  the  right  must  be  exercised  with  a  reasonable  regard  to 
the  safety  of  the  public.  Thus  in  King  v.  The  Morris  (&  Essex 
E.  R.  Co.,  3  C.  E.  Greene  (N.  J.),  397,  it  was  held  that  the 
grant  of  a  franchise  to  operate  a  railroad  does  not  confer  power 
upon  the  company  to  use  engines  so  constructed  as  to  throw  out 
burning  coals  that  may  set  fire  to  buildings  along  the  line  of  the 
road.  But  the  road  must  be  so  operated  as  to  create  the  least 
damage  to  the  public  or  individuals,  and  the  franchise  is  conferred 
upon  the  implied  understanding  that  the  company  will  use  such 
machinery  as  will  produce  the  least  injury  to  the  rights  of  others, 
and  their  neglect  to  do  so  makes  them  liable  as  for  a  nuisance  to 
each  individual  injured. 

Sec.  308.  In  Turnpike  Go.  v.  The  Camden  c&  Amboy  R.  R.  Co., 
2  Harr.  (N.  J.)  314,  it  was  held  that  a  railroad  company  is  lia- 
ble for  an  abuse  of  its  charter  privileges,  or  for  exercising  them 
in  an  extraordinary  and  unlawful  manner ;  and  that  where  a  com- 
pany created  an  unnecessary    disturbance   with   its   engines,  or 

'  Rex  V.  Morris,  1  B.  &  Ad.  441. 
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where  it  unreasonably  blocked  the  streets  and  obstructed  passage 
over  the  same,  with  its  engines  and  cars,  its  acts  were  a  nuisance 
for  which  it  is  answerable  either  at  the  suits  of  individuals  or  by 
indictment. 

DEFECTS    IN    HIGHWAYS    AS    NUISANCES. 

Sec.  309.  For  the  communities,  individuals  or  corporations, 
upon  whom  is  imposed  the  burden  of  keeping  a  highway  in 
repair,  to  permit  the  same  to  be  out  of  repair  so  as  to  endanger 
the  safety  of  persons  or  property  passing  over  it,  or  so  as  seriously 
to  interfere  with  convenient  transit  over  the  same,  is  a  public 
nuisance  at  common  law,  subjecting  the  communities,  persons  or 
corporations,  upon  whom  the  duty  of  keeping  it  in  repair  is 
imposed,  to  indictment,  and  generally  to  damages  at  the  suit  of 
persons  injured  by  reason  of  such  defects  or  want  of  repair. 

Sec.  310.  In  England  the  duty  of  maintaining  highways  is 
imposed  upon  the  parishes  in  which  they  are  located,  unless  by 
prescription  or  otherwise,  the  duty  rests  upon  particular  persons.* 
This  liability  is  extremely  stringent  and  so  rigidly  is  it  adhered 
to,  that  if  the  individuals  upon  whom  the  duty  of  making  repairs 
rests  by  prescription  become  insolvent,  or  the  divisions  of  parishes 
upon  which  the  burden  has  formerly  rested  are  exempted  from 
this  duty  by  statute,  the  common-law  liability  reattaches  upon  the 
parish.'  Indeed,  it  has  been  held  in  an  indictment  against  a  par- 
ish for  not  repairing,  that  the  fact  that  by  a  statute  that  was 
declared  to  be  a  public  act,  the  duty  of  keeping  certain  streets  in 
repair  was  imposed  upon  the  commissioners  for  lighting  and  pav- 
ing the  streets  of  a  city,  the  duty  of  keeping  the  streets  in  proper 
repair  was  no  defense  by  the  parish  to  the  indictment,  and  that 
the  parish  could  not  be  exempted  from  liability  otherwise  than  by 

'  Katherine   Austin's   Case.  1  Vent-  rigiit  ought  to  repair  the  highways  and 

ris,  189.     In  Austin's   Case,  1  Ventris,  no  agreement  with   any   person  what- 

183  the  defendant  was  indicted  for  set-  ever  can  take  oiF  this  charge  which  the 

ting    posts   and   rails   in  a   highway,  law  lays  upon  them."     Rex  v.  Mayor 

Hale,  J.,  said  :  •' If  there  be  no  special  of  Warwick,  2    Shower,  201;    Rex   v. 

matter  to  fix  it  upon  others,  the  parish  Great  Broughton,5  Burrows,270;  Rex 

where  the  highway  is  ought  to  repair  v.  Rayley,  12  Mod.  409  ;  Rex  v.  Stough- 

it  of  common  right."  ton,  2  Wm.  Saunders,  159  ;  Rex  v.  Ec- 

-  See  note,  1  Ventris,  90,  in  which  it  clesfield,  1  B.  &   Ad.   348  ;  Rex   v.  St 

is  said  that   every  parish   of  common  Andrews,  I  Mod.  112. 
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express  and  positive  enactment.^  Lord  Ellenborough  said  :  "  I 
think  these  acts  are  no  answer  to  this  indictment.  They  certainly 
do  not  expressly  exempt  the  parish  from  the  common-law  liability 
to  repair  all  highways  within  its  limits.  Do  they  create  any 
exemption  by  implication  ?  I  think  not.  The  duty  of  repairing 
may  be  imposed  upon  others,  although  the  parish  be  still  liable. 
The  parish  must,  in  the  first  instance,  see  that  the  street  is  prop- 
erly paved  and  seek  a  remedy  over  against  the  commissioners." 

Sec.  311.  The  parishes  can  only  escape  liability  by  showing 
that  the  highway  is  not  out  of  repair,  or  by  setting  forth  by  plea 
that  particular  persons  ought  to  repair,  and  how,  and  why  they 
are  so  bound,  and  the  plea  must  disclose  such  an  obligation  on 
the  persons  designated  in  the  plea  to  repair,  as  will  in  judgment 
of  law  operate  as  a  full  legal  excuse  for  non-repair  on  the  part  of 
the  parish." 

Sec.  312.  But  while,  by  the  common  law  in  England,  the  par- 
ish is  prima  facie  bound  to  make  all  repairs  upon  and  keep  all 
its  highways  in  good  condition,  yet  it  may  be  relieved  of  this  bur- 
den  and  the  obligations  imposed  upon  particular  persons  or  dis- 
tricts of  the  parish  in  either  of  two  ways.  First,  by  an  inclos- 
ure  of  the  highway  by  the  owner  of  the  land  next  adjacent 
thereto,  and  second,  by  prescription.  As  to  the  first  method,  by 
enclosure  of  the  highways,  the  transfer  of  liability  to  repair  can 
not  be  effected,  when  the  highway  has  not  existed  for  a  time 
beyond  the  memory  of  man,  nor  does  it  accrue  where  the  assign- 
ing land  was  inclosed  before  the  inclosure  was  used  for  passage.* 
The  reason  for  the  transfer  of  liability  is  predicated  upon  the  fact 
that  when  a  highway  becomes  founderous,  and  out  of  repair,  or 
dangerous,  or  incommodious  to  travelers  over  it,  the  public  have 

1  Rex  «.  The  Inhabitants  of  St.  George  2700  ;  Rex  v.  Pendernym,  2  T.  R.  573  ; 

Hanover   Square,  3   Camp.   222.     See,  Regina  v.  Medville,  4  Ad.  &  El.  ^N.  S.) 

also,  to  the  same  effect,  Rex  v.  Liver-  240  ;  Rex  v.  Stoughton,  2  Wm."  Saun- 

pool,  3  East,  8() ;  Rex  v.  Scarrisbrook,  ders,  159  ;  Little  Bolton  v.  Regina,  13 

6  Ad.  &  El.  509  ;  Rex  v.  Neatherthong,  L.  J.  (N.  S.)  M.  C.  104  ;  Rex  v.  St.  An- 

2  B.   &   Ad.   179  ;  Parsons  v.  St  Mat-  drews,  2  B.  &  G.  190 ;  Regina  v.  Fryd- 

thews  Vestry,  etc.,  L.  R.,  8  C.   P.  56;  den,  10  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  402;  Regina 

Rex  V.  Sheffield,  2   T.  R.  108;  Rex  v.  v.  Nether  Hallam,  27  id.  200. 

Exfordshire,  6   B.  &  C.  194  ;   Anony-  ^  Regina  v.  Ramgden,  1  Ellis,  B.&  E. 

uious,  1  Ld.  Raym.  725.  949. 

■^  Rex  V.  Great  Broughton,5  Burrows. 
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a  right  to  pass  upon  the  adjacent  land,  even  though  it  is  sown,* 
and  when  the  land  is  inclosed,  the  public  is  deprived  of  this 
right,  and  hence  the  law  imposes  upon  him  who  incloses  the  land, 
the  duty  of  keeping  the  highway  in  good  repair  and  condition  at 
all  times ;  as,  if  the  inclosure  was  not  made,  the  public,  in  case  of 
non-repair,  could  go  upon  the  adjacent  land.*  The  liability  to 
repair  under  this  condition  of  things  is  imposed  upon  the  occu- 
pant of  the  lands,  and  not  upon  the  owner,  as  it  is  a  charge  upon 
the  land  that  attaches  to  those  in  occupancy.  And  as  the  liability 
is  created  by  the  inclosure,  so  it  can  at  any  time  be  determined 
by  removing  the  fences  and  leaving  the  highway  uninclosed.'  If 
a  highway  has  been  anciently  inclosed  on  one  side  and  the  occu- 
pant of  the  lands  inclose  one  side,  he  is  bound  by  this  act  to  keep 
the  whole  way  in  repair,  because  by  the  fencing  of  the  other  side 
for  so  long  a  time,  the  public  have  acquired  the  right  to  go  upon 
the  lands  on  the  other  side  when  the  way  is  founderous,  and  as 
the  right  is  cut  off  by  the  fencing  of  that  side  also,  he  ought  to 
repair  the  whole  way.  But  if  he  fences  one  side  only,  then  he 
is  only  liable  to  repair  one-half  the  way.* 

If  the  inclosure  is  made  under  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament 
for  dividing  and  inclosing  open  fields,  the  person  inclosing  is  not 
bound  to  repair,  unless  upon  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum  such  a 
condition  is  imposed.' 

Sec.  313.  The  liability  to  repair  by  prescription  cannot  be  im- 
posed upon  individuals,  except  it  arises  out  of  the  tenure  of  the 
land,  for  the  acts  of  an  ancestor,  however  long  continued,  cannot 
bind  his  heirs  to  perform  similar  acts  unless  it  is  predicated  upon 
some  profit  that  arises  out  of  the  land  in  consequence  thereof, 
either  in  the  form  of  toll  or  other  profit.  This  must  exist  as  a 
consideration  so  to  speak  for  the  performance  of  the  obligation,* 
and  if  the  parish  is  indicted  for  non-repair,  if  it  seeks  to  avoid  the 

>  3  RoUe's,  Abr.  390,  A.  pi.  1,  &  B.  pi.  ^  Res  v.  Llandillo,  2  T.  R.  233 ;  Rex 

2 ;    Taylor  i).  Whitehead,   Davy,  749  ;  v.  Fleckman,   1   Bur.  465  ;     Ex  parte 

Absor  «.  French,  2  Shower,  28.  Vernon,  3  Atk.  771. 

^  Dunscombe's  Case,  Cro.  Car.  366  ;  ^  Trevian  v.  Lawrence,  1  Ld.  Raym. 

Rolle's  Abr.,  B.  pP.  1.  1051 ;    Speake  v.  Richards,   Hoi.    206  ; 

^  Rex  V.  Stoughton,  2  Wm.  Saunders,  Magrath  v.  Hardy,  4  Bing.  (N.  C.)  782  : 

160.  Armstrong  i;.  Norton,  3  Jr.  Rep.  100. 

*  Rex  1).  Stoughton,  2  Wm.  Saunders, 
16 ;  Hawkins'  P.  C.  76,  §  7. 
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liability  by  showing  a  prescriptive  right  imposed  upon  some 
individual  to  make  the  repairs,  it  must  not  only  set  up  the  imme- 
morial usage,  but  it  must  also  show  that  the  usage  is  predicated 
upon  a  liability  ratione  tenurae.  In  Regina  v.  BlacTcmore,  9 
Eng,  Law  &  Eq.  641,  the  defendant  was  indicted  for  not  repair- 
ing certain  divisions  of  two  highways,  for  the  division  of  Ford. 
Evidence  was  given  upon  the  trial  of  the  conviction  of  a  former 
owner  and  occupant  of  the  lands  in  respect  to  which  the  liability 
was  said  to  arise,  for  the  non-repair  of  the  same  highway,  as  well 
also  as  repairs  made  by  other  occupants  subsequent  to  the  convic- 
tion, and  that  the  defendant  purchased  the  lands  after  public 
notice  of  this  liability  to  repair.  The  defendant  was  convicted, 
and  upon  hearing  in  the  court  of  criminal  appeals,  Pabke,  B., 
said :  "  I  think  the  conviction  is  right.  The  question  is,  whether 
there  was  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  of  the  defendant's  liability 
to  repair  the  road  ratione  tenurae ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that 
there  was,  and  that  the  conviction  of  the  former  owner  operates 
as  an  estoppel."  Where  a  corporation  aggregate  has  been  used 
to  make  repairs  so  that  the  obligation  upon  it  has  become  fixed 
by  prescription  it  is  sufficient  to  show  that  "  it  ought  and  hath 
used  to  do  it,"  and  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  should  be  shown  to 
stand  on  any  tenure  of  lands.  Its  liability  rests  upon  the  naked 
ground  that  it  shall  be  presumed  to  be  bound  to  do  what  it  has 
always  done."  * 

Angell  says  on  page  294  of  his  work  on  Highways,  "  that  this 
liability  ought  properly  to  be  considered  as  originating  in  a  cus- 
tom rather  than  a  prescription.  "  For,"  he  adds,  "  a  prescription 
ought  to  have  by  common  intendment  a  lawful  beginning.  A 
custom  may  be  good  although  the  particular  reason  of  it  cannot 
be  assigned,  for  it  suffices  if  no  good  reason  can  be  assigned  against 
it."  It  would  seem  from  the  authorities  that  so  far  as  the  liability 
of  corporations  are  concerned  to  make  repairs,  it  is  sufiicient  to 
establish  the  custom,''  but  as  to  individuals,  the  liability  depends 

1  2  Angell  on  Highways,  293 ;  Rex  v.  '  Rex  ■».  Great  Broughton,  5  Bur- 
Stratford  on  Avon,  14  East,  348 ;  Rex  rows,  2710  ;  Regina  v.  Burnoldswick, 
«.  Gloucester  h  Birmingham  Railway  4  Ad.  &  El.  (N.  S.)  499  ;  Rex  v.  Hat- 
Co.,  9  C.  &  P.  469  ;  1  Hawkins'  P.  C,  ch.  field.  Barn.  &  Aid.  75  ;  Rex  v.  Ecclea- 
76,  §  8 ;  ch.  77,  §  2.  field.  1  id.  348. 
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wholly  upon  prescription,  and  cannot  be  sustained  unless  there  is 
a  consideration  so  to  speak  underlying  it. 

Seo.  314.  The  prescriptive  liability  to  repair  only  extends  to 
the  old  way.  If  a  new  way  is  established,  or  if  the  old  way  is 
enlarged,  the  liability  to  repair  is  not  extended  beyond  the  old 
way.  The  occupant  is  not  bound  to  repair  the  new  way,  nor  the 
part  of  the  old  way  so  enlarged.  All  excess  is  to  be  repaired  by 
the  parish.* 

Seo.  315.  Where  a  land  owner  is  bound  to  repair  a  highway 
ratione  tenurcB,  it  is  said  to  be  doubtful  whether  an  action  can  be 
maintained  against  him  by  the  person  who  has  sustained  damage 
by  reason  of  the  road  being  out  of  repair.  But  it  has  been  held 
that  the  lord  of  a  manor  may  have  an  action  under  a  prescription 
that  he  and  all  who  had  his  estate  had  a  right  to  have  a  bridge 
kept  in  repair  by  the  owner  of  a  mill.* 

Sec.  316.  The  repair  of  all  bridges  in  England  is,  prima  faciei 
whether  foot,  horse  or  carriage  bridges,  by  the  common  law 
imposed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  unless  as  in  the  case 
of  highways  they  can  show  that  the  liability  rests  upon  others. 
The  liability  of  a  county  in  every  respect  rests  upon  the  same 
ground  as  that  of  parishes  to  repair  highways.'  But  the  bridge 
must  be  public*  In  Bacon's  Abr.  368,  tit.  Bridges,  pi.  2, 
there  is  an  exception  to  this  liability  named.  "If,"  says  the 
author,  "  a  man  erects  a  mill  for  his  own  profit,  and  make  a  new 
cut  for  the  water  to  come  to  it,  and  make  a  new  bridge  over  it, 
and  the  subjects  used  to  go  over  this  as  over  a  common  bridge, 
this  bridge  ought  to  be  repaired  by  him  who  has  the  mill,  and 
not  by  the  county,  because  he  erected  it  for  his  own  benefit." 
But  if  a  man  builds  a  bridge  for  his  own  private  convenience,  and 
the  public  also  use  it,  whereby  it  becomes  useful  to  the  public, 
the  public  ought  and  must  maintain  it.*     There  is  still  another 

'  Rex   V.  St.   Pancras,   Peake,  286 ;  ^  Regina  v.  Soutliampton,  14  Bng. 

Rex  V.  Townsend,  12  East,  368.  Law   and   Eq.   116  ;   Rex  v.  W.  R.  of 

»  Young  «.  Davis,  31  L.  J.  Excli.  254  ;  Yorkshire,  5  Burrows,  2596. 

11  Hen.  4,  ch.  28,  p.  83.  *  Id. 
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incident  essential  in  order  to  cast  the  repairs  upon  the  county 
rather  than  the  parish,  and  that  is  that  it  must  be  erected  over 
waters  that  are  properly  ^^Jiumen  vel  Gursus  aqum;^^  that  is, 
water  flowing  in  a  channel  between  banks  more  or  less  defined.' 
Thus  it  was  held  in  Bex  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Oxfordshire,  1 
Barn.  &  Ad.  287,  that  where  the  road  by  which  a  bridge  was 
approached  passed  between  meadows  which  were  occasionally 
flooded  by  a  river,  and  for  a  convenient  access  to  the  bridge  a 
raised  causeway  had  been  made  having  arches  or  sluices  at  in- 
tervals, for  the  passage  of  the  flood  water,  which  were  equally 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  main  bridge  and  the  causeway.  It 
was  held  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  were  not  bound  to 
repair  the  arches  because  there  was  no  water  answering  to  the 
description,  '''■  ftumen  vel  oursus  aquodP 

Sec.  317.  In  the  United  States  there  is  no  common-law  obli- 
gations ot  maintaining  or  repairing  either  highways  or  bridges. 
Such  obligations  are  raised  and  imposed  by  special  statutes  in 
each  of  the  States,  and  these  obligations  thus  imposed  by  statute 
do  not  vary  essentially  from  the  common-law  rule,  except  as  to 
the  communities  upon  which  the  burden  is  cast,  and  a  higher 
degree  of  stringency  as  to  the  care  to  be  exercised  over  such  high- 
ways, and  where  any  liability  exists  at  all,  or  more  extended  lia- 
bility for  injuries  resulting  from  want  of  repair.  But  this  obli- 
gation to  repair  being  strictly  statutory,  and  where  no  such 
obligation  is  expressly  or  by  fair  implication  imposed  by  statute, 
no  private  remedy  exists.' 

Sec.  318.  In  some  of  the  States  the  several  towns  are  charged 
with  the  duty  and  expense  of  keeping  their  highways  in  repair,' 
and  frequently  are  invested  in  the  first  instance  with  the  power 

'Bridges  and  Nichols  Case,  Qodb.  Mass.  169;  Chidseyy.  Canton,  17  Conn. 

346  ;  Vin.  Abr.,  Bridges,  B.  pi.  13  ;  Rex  475  ;    Bigelow  v    Randolph,   14   Gray 

«.  The  Inhabitants  of  Oxfordshire,  1  (Mass.),  541  ;  Reed  v.  Belfast,  20  Me. 

B.  &  Ad.   289  ;   Rex  v.   Trafifbrd,  id.  246 ;  Ball  v.  Winchester,  32  N.  H.  433  ; 

874;    Rex  v.  Whitney,  4  Nev.  &  M,  Tallahassee  ©.Fortune, 3  Fla.  19  ;  State 

594.  «.  Murfreesboro,  11   Humph.   (Tenn.) 

^  Morey  «.  New  Fane,  8  Barb.  (N.  217 ;    Commrs.  «.  Martin,  4  Mich.  557. 

Y.  S.  C.)  645  ;  People  «.  Commissioners  ^  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Maine, 

of  Highways  of  Hudson,  7  Wend.  (N.  Massachusetts,     Connecticut,     Rhode 

Y.)  474;    Riddle  'o.  Proprietors,  etc.,  7  Island,  Wisconsin. 
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of  laying  out  and  constructing  new  roads,  altering  old  ones,  or  dis- 
continuing them  altogether,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  statute,  and  are  also  made  liable  in  damages  for  all  injuries 
arising  from  want  of  repair,  while  in  others  liability  depends 
upon  a  s\)ecial  state  of  facts.' 


1  In  Alabama  by  the  Code  (§  1203) 
a  remedy  is  given  on  the  bond  of 
the  builders  of  highways  for  all 
injuries.  If  there  is  no  bond  the 
county  is  liable ;  and  by  section  1175  of 
the  Code  the  corporate  officers  of  incor- 
porated towns  and  cities  are  indictable 
for  a  misdemeanor,  if  streets  are  out  of 
repair  more  than  ten  days,  and  this 
statute  is  held  to  apply  as  well  to  free 
as  to  toll  bridges.  Barber  County  v. 
Brunson,  36  Ala.  (N.  S.)  362.  In  Ar- 
kansas each  overseer  of  roads  must 
cause  all  roads  in  his  district  to  be  kept 
well  cleared  and  in  good  condition. 
Rev.  Stat.  130,  §  12.  In  California 
the  road  master  of  each  town  is  re- 
quired to  keep  all  roads  in  as  good  re- 
pair as  the  means  at  his  command  will 
permit.     2  Gen.  Laws  653,  §  15. 

In  Delaware,  by  Rev.  Code,  178, 
§  32,  an  overseer  is,  if  there  be 
funds  in  his  hands  for  that  pur- 
pose, deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemean- 
or if  he  willfully  allows  the  pub- 
lic roads  or  bridges  to  be  out  of  repair. 
In  Georgia  by  statute  (Cobb's  Ga. 
Stat.  500,  §  4,  504,  8,  6,)  overseers  are 
required  to  cause  the  roads  to  be  well 
worked  and  repaired,  and  for  neglect 
to  do  so  are  subject  to  a  fine  and  action 
for  damages  for  all  injuries  arising 
from  such  defects.  In  Illinois  each 
supervisor,  by  1  111.  Rev.  Stat.  562,  § 
14,  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  caus- 
ing all  the  roads  in  his  district  to  be 
kept  well  cleaned,  smooth  and  in  good 
repair,  and  is  liable  to  indictment  for 
failure  to  do  so.  In  Indiana  the  same 
statute  in  effect  exists,  but  no  action 
for  damages  can  be  brought  against 
the  supervisor,  but  he  is  subject  to  in- 
dictment for  a  failure  to  properly  dis- 
charge his  duty.  By  Iowa  Laws,  144, 
902,  liability  for  damages  for  defects  _ 
in  highways  arises,  if  after  notice  in 
writing  of  the  defect  in  any  highway 
or  bridge  he  shall  not  in  a  reasonable 
time  repair  the  same,  and  generally  he 
is  required  to  keep  all  highways  in  a 
good  passable  condition.  In  Mary- 
land (by  1  Rev.  Code,  p.  610,  §  1, 15, 17) 


provision  is  made  for  the  election  of 
supervisiors  to  take  charge  of  and 
direct  repairs  of  the  public  roads,  and 
keep  them  clear  of  obstructions,  and 
for  neglect  and  malfeasance  are  made 
liable  to  indictment  and  fine.  In  Mich- 
igan (1  Compiled  Laws,  340)  commis- 
sioners of  highways  are  provided  for 
who  have  the  general  oversight  over 
all  highways  and  bridges  in  their 
towns,  and  are  required  to  give  direc- 
tions to  the  overseers  for  the  repair  of 
the  same  and  how  it  shall  be  done. 
There  are,  however,  certain  general 
duties  that  the  overseer  is  required  to 
perform  without  directions  from  his 
superiors.  The  commissioners  are  lia 
ble  to  indictment  for  neglecting  to 
cause  the  roads  and  bridges  to  be  kept 
in  proper  repair,  but  not  unless  they 
have  funds  in  their  hands  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  an  indictment  should  affir- 
matively state  that  they  have  funds, 
etc.  In  Mississippi  (1  Hutch.  Miss 
Code,  253,  chap,  9,  art.  7)  the  over- 
seers of  roads  and  bridges  are  liable  to 
fine  if  without  good  cause  they  neglect 
for  the  space  of  ten  days  to  put  any 
road  or  bridge  that  is  out  of  repair 
in  proper  repair.  In  Missouri  (Gen. 
Stat.  266,  ^  46)  overseers  are  made  liable 
for  willful  neglect  to  repair,  and  are 
liable  for  all  damages  arising  from 
neglect  to  repair  after  notice,  or  to  fine, 
if  they  have  funds  for  that  purpose 
unexpended. 

In  Kew  Jersey  (Nixon's  Dig.  706,  §§ 
21.  43)  overseers  are  required  to  keep 
the  highways  in  good  order,  to  work, 
clear  out  and  amend  the  same,  while 
the  townships,  or  board  of  county  free- 
holders, are  chargeable  with  the  duty 
of  repairing  all  bridges,  and  are  liable 
in  damages  for  all  injuries  that  result 
from  their  neglect,  the  judgment  to  be 
paid  by  the  township  or  county  as  the 
case  may  require.  (Nixon's  Dig.  74, 
§  18.)  In  New  York  by  statute  (1  Rev. 
Stat.,  pp.  501-504)  the  commissioners  of 
highways  are  given  the  general  super- 
vision of  all  highways  and  are  required 
to  direct  as  to  what  repairs,  and  how 
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But  it  is  not  important  for  the  purposes  of  this  work  to  con- 
sider what  communities,  corporations  or  individuals  are  liable  to 
keep  highways  in  repair.  These  are  matters  that  are  provided 
for  by  the  statutes  of  the  several  States,  and  where,  in  a  given 
State,  a  highway  is  defective  in  any  respect,  so  as  to  endanger  the 
safety  of  public  travel  over  it,  the  statute  readily  points  to  the 
party  liable  to  respond  either  civilly  for  damages  sustained  thereby, 
or  by  indictment  at  the  suit  of  the  people.  We  have  only  to 
deal  with  the  question,  as  to  what  are  to  be  deemed  defects  in 
highways,  for  it  is  only  defective  highways,  defective  in  construc- 
tion or  repair,  that  come  within  the  purview  of  a  work  on  nui- 
sances. But  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  note  (2),  ante, 
that  the  highway  system  in  this  country  is  extremely  diverse,  and 
in  many  instances  is  so  loose  and  irresponsible,  that  in  some  of 
the  States  the  cause  for  surprise  is,  not  that  they  have  so  many 
poor  roads,  but,  that  they  have  any  roads  at  all.  Highways  are 
of  some  importance  to  every  community,  and  it  would  almost 
seem  that  that  is  the  best  policy,  which  requires  good  roads  to  be 
made,  and  holds  the  towns  or  communities  up  to  the  strictest 
degree  of  liability  for  their  insuflBciency  or  defectiveness. 


they  shall  be  made,  and  the  overseers 
are  to  make  all  repairs  under  their 
direction,  except  that  the  overseers 
are  required  to  perform  certain  gen- 
eral duties  without  direction.  Thus  in 
McFadden  v.  Kingsbury,  11  Wend.  (N. 
Y.)  667,  it  was  held  that  overseers  were 
bound  to  keep  the  highways  in  repair 
whether  they  were  instructed  to  do  so 
by  the  commissioners  or  not.  The 
overseer  is  liable  to  indictment  for 
willful  neglect  to  keep  the  roads  in 
repair  under  2  R.  S.  696,  t^  38,  but  they 
are  not  bound  to  repair  unless  they 
have  been  provided  with  funds  for 
that  purpose,  consequently  are  not  lia- 
ble for  damages  that  arise  from  want 
of  repair,  nor  to  indictment  unless 
they  have  the  requisite  funds  provided 
by  the  public.  They  are  not  bound  to 
use  their  own  funds,  nor  to  repair  un- 
til funds  have  actually  been  supplied 
to  them.  In  North  Carolina,  by  chap. 
101,  p.  537,  §  21,  overseers  of  high- 
ways are  required  to  keep  their  high- 
ways and  bridges  in  repair,  and  free 
from  obstruction,  and  if  they  neglect 


to  do   so  they    are    liable    for    such 
damages  as  may  be  sustained. 

In  Ohio,  by  2  Rev.  Stat.  1216,  g  40, 
the  supervisors  are  subjected  to  a  fine 
for  neglect  to  discharge  their  duties  in 
reference  to  highways  and  bridges. 
In  Pennsylvania  (Dunlap's  Laws,  646, 
§  42)  supervisors  are  to  keep  the  high- 
ways in  constant  good  repair  and  free 
from  obstructions,  and  are  liable  to  in- 
dictment for  neglect,  and  an  action  lies 
against  a  township  for  injuries  sus- 
tained from  defect  in  the  highways. 
In  South  Carolina  a  penalty  is  imposed 
for  the  neglect  of  commissioners  to  re- 
pair roads  and  bridges  under  their  con- 
trol, under  the  statute  of  1825.  In  Ten- 
nessee the  towns  are  held  liable  for 
want  of  repair  of  their  roads  and 
bridges.  Hill  «.  State,  4  Sneed.(Tenn.), 
443 ;  State  v.  Barksdale,  5  Humph. 
"(Tenn.),  154.  In  Virginia,  by  Gen.  Stat. 
1860,  p.  303,  ch.  52,  §  34,  the  surveyor 
of  highways  is  made  liable  to  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  $5  nor  more  than  $30  if 
he  neglects  to  keep  the  roads  in  proper 
condition  and  free  from  obstructions. 
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Sec.  319.  It  may  be  regarded  as  well  settled  that  a  highway 
or  bridge  that  from  any  cause  is  rendered  unsafe  for  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  public  travel  is  indictable  as  a  nuisance,  and  that  the 
town,  city  or  other  municipal,  or  (as  in  the  case  of  turnpike  roads) 
private  corporation  or  individual,  upon  which  or  whom  the  statute 
imposes  the  power  to  control,  and  the  duty  to  repair  the  same,  is 
generally  liable  at  the  suit  of  individuals  for  all  damages  resulting 
from  such  defects.  The  ordinary  business  of  the  country  requires 
that  its  roads  and  streets  should  at  all  times  be  safe  and  conven- 
ient for  the  purposes  of  ordinary  transit  over  them  ;  hence,  a 
more  than  ordinary  degree  of  vigilance  is  required  in  that  respect. 

Sec.  320.  But  there  is  a  distinction  made  between  streets  and 
highways  in  different  localities.  A  great  thoroughfare  over  which 
a  large  number  of  persons  and  teams  are  passing  each  day,  and 
which  connects  important  points,  requires  a  much  higher  state  of 
repair,  and  a  higher  degree  of  care  and  watchfulness  on  the  part 
of  those  ha^ang  it  in  charge,  than  a  highway  in  a  thinly  settled 
section  of  country,  and  that  is  but  little  used. 

This  distinction  is  suggested  by  common  sense,  and  is  recognized 
by  the  courts.'  Therefore,  it  is  always  proper  for  the  jury  to  take 
into  consideration  the  geographical  condition  of  the  country,  the 
nature  of  the  soil,  the  grade,  the  ordinary  uses  to  which  the  high- 
way is  applied,  as  elements  in  determining  whether  or  not  a 
highway  is  in  proper  condition  and  repair.  In  the  case  of  Hull 
V.  Richmond,  2  Woodb.  &  M.  (U.  S.)  337,Woodbuey,  J.,  said :  "  If 
a  road  is  on  a  steep  mountain  side,  or  is  carried  up  from  the  bed 
of  a  stream  against  a  steep  cliff  of  rocks  or  through  a  narrow 
gorge  or  notch  among  the  hills,  a  double  track  would  seldom  be 
expected,  though  places  should  be  made  at  no  great  distances  for 
persons  to  turn  out  entirely,  and  others,  where,  by  each  turning 
out  in  part,  each  could  safely  pass.  Some  of  these  distances,  like 
the  Jew's  leap  in  Africa,  or  the  Notch  of  the  White  Hills,  or 
some  modern  tunnels,  might  be  so  far  apart  as  to  require  a  horn 

•  Hull  «.  Richmond,  2  Woodb.  &  M.  (U.  S.)161 ;  Lakers.  Brookline,  13 Pick. 

(U.S.)  337;  Church  «.Cherryfield,  33  Me.  (Mass.)  348 ;  Drake  «.  Lowell,  13  Mete. 

460  ;Fitz D.Boston, 4  Cush.(Mass.)  365;  (Mass.)  393;  State  v.  Beeman,  35  Me. 

Richardson  «.  Rovalton  Turnpike  Co.,  343. 
6  Vt.  496 ;  Providence  v.  Clapp,  17  How. 
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to  be  blown,  or  a  loud  halloa  made  to  apprise  others  at  the  other 
end  to  wait.  Some  of  them,  where  the  road  was  straight,  might 
be  seen  by  common  observation,  and  all  that  can  be  reasonably 
required  in  such  localities  is,  that  the  road  shall  be  adapted  to 
the  state  of  the  country,  the  amount  of  travel  over  it,  and  its 
ordinary  uses." 

Sec.  321.  As  to  what  constitutes  a  defect  is  in  many  instances 
a  mixed  question  of  law  and  fact,  depending  upon  a  variety  of 
conditions  that  vary  with  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  and 
which  come  within  the  province  of  a  jury  under  proper  instruc- 
tions from  the  court.'  On  the  other  hand  there  are  a  species  of 
defects  that  are  nuisances  in  se,  and  the  mere  existence  of  which 
render  the  highway  indictable,  and  which  subject  the  town,  corpo- 
ration or  individuals  upon  whom,  under  the  law,  the  duty  is  cast 
to  keep  the  highway  in  proper  repair,  liable  for  all  the  damages 
that  result  therefrom.' 

Sec.  322.  The  obligation  imposed  by  the  law  is  to  keep  the 
roads  in  good  repair,  and  it  is  no  defense  either  to  an  indict 
ment  or  action,  that  ordinary  care  has  been  used  by  the  town  in 
repairing  and  keeping  them  in  a  safe  condition.  The  obligation 
is  to  make  them  safe  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  of  public 
travel,  and  this  must  be  done  at  all  hazards."  That  degree  of  care 
and  attention  required  in  this  respect  has  been  said  to  be  such  as 
a  discreet  and  cautious  individual  would  or  ought  to  use  if  the 
risk  was  his  own,  and  should  be  measured  by  the  magnitude  of 
the  injury  likely  to  occur  from  its  omission.*  And  the  obliga- 
tion is  absolute  and  imperative,  and  cannot  be  avoided  by  reason 
of  the  pecuniary  or  other  inability  of  the  town. or  corporation.* 

Sec.  323.  It  will  of  course  be  understood  from  what  has  pre- 
viously been  stated,  that  a  town  or  municipal  corporation  upon 
which  rests  the  burden  of  keeping  its  highways  in  repair,  is  not 

'  Green  v.  Danby,  12  Vt.  388  ;  Fitz  v.  ^Horton  v.  Ipswich,  13  Gush.  (Mass.) 
Boston,  4  Gush.  (Mass.)  365  ;  Merrill  v.    488. 

Hampden,  26  Me.  234 ;  Kelsey  v.  Glo-        »  q{^j  of  Madison  v.  Ross,  8  Ind.  236 , 
ver,  15  Vt.  708  ;  Rice  v.  Montpelier,  19     Ghicago  v.  Mayor,  18  HI.  349 
id.  470.  •*  Winship  v.  Enfield,  42  N.  fl.  197  . 

Erie  City  v.  Swingle,  32  Penn.  384. 
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liable  for  any  defects  therein  until  the  highway  has  been  regu- 
larly adopted  or  established  as  such. '  Neither  is  it  liable  for  any 
defects  either  in  a  highway  or  bridge  that  has  been  laid  out  with- 
out authority,  although  mere  irregularities  in  the  laying  out  or 
establishment  of  the  road  will  not  prevent  liability  attaching  to 
keep  the  road  in  proper  repair,"  No  formal  adoption  is  necessary. 
If  the  highway  has  been  used  as  such,  and  repaired  and  recognized 
by  the  proper  authorities  as  a  highway,'  it  becomes  so  to  all  intents 
and  purposes.  Although  there  are  exceptions  to  this  rule,  as 
where  the  repairs  have  been  made  under  a  mistaken  idea  of  its 
liability  to  repair,  or  when  the  duty  of  repairing  belongs  to  an 
individual  or  some  other  town.* 

Sec.  324.  The  law  requires  that  highways  and  streets  shall  be 
kept  in  a  safe  and  proper  condition  for  public  travel  and  free 
from  any  defects  that  render  passage  over  it  unsafe  or  inconve- 
nient for  the  public.  As  to  the  precise  degree  of  liability  for 
defects  in  a  highway,  no  definite  rule  can  be  given  that  is  appli- 
cable to  all  cases,  but  it  may  be  stated  as  a  general  proposition, 
that  any  defect  that  impairs  the  safety  of  the  highway  for  the 
purposes  of  travel,  or  essentially  interferes  with  its  convenient 
use,  is  an  indictable  and  actionable  nuisance,  at  common  law.* 
As  a  rule,  those  defects  only  are  actionable,  which  are  indictable 
at  common  law  as  nuisances ;  *  but  all  obstructions  of  highways  or 
defects  rather,  that  are  indictable  as  nuisances,  do  not  furnish  the 
basis  f(>r  an  action  against  the  town.'' 

'  State  V.  Price,   21  Md.  449  ;  Jones  •»  State  -o.  Alburgh,  23  Vt.  262  ;  Proc 

«.  Andover,  9  Pick.  (Mass.)  146;  Page  tor  ■».  Andover,  42   N.  H.  362;  Reed  « 

V.  Wethersfield,  13  Vt.  424 ;  St  Paul  Cornwall,  27  Conn.  48. 

V.  Seitz,  3   Minn.   297  ;  Milwaukee   v.  *  Cogswell   v.    Lexington,   4    Cush. 

Daris,  6  Wis.  377  ;  Haywood ».  Charles-  (Mass.)  307  ;    Harrison  v.  New  Haven, 

town,  43   N.  H.  61 ;  Perrine  v.  Farr,  2  34  Conn.  135  ;  Davis  v.  Bangor,  42  Me. 

Zabr.  (N.  J.)  356  ;  Runy  v.  Shonberger,  522. 

2  Watts  (Penn.),  23  ;  State  v.  Randall,  »  Merrill  v.  Hampden,  26  Me.  234 ; 

2  Strob.  (S.  C.)  110.  Howard  v.  North  Bridgewater,  16  Pick. 

2  Hyde  v.  Jamaica,  27  Vt.  443  ;  Indi-  189. 

anapolis  v.  Jackson,  2  Ind.  147 ;  Hay-  '  Harrison  v.  New  Haven,  34  Conn. 

wood  V.   Charlestown,   43  N.   H.  61  ;  136 ;  Hixon  d.  Lowell,  13  Gray  (Mass)., 

Sampson   v.  Goochland,  5  Gratt.  (Va.)  59  ;    Fisher  v.   City  of   Boston,  6  Am. 

241.  Rep.  196  ;    In.  Jones  v.  Boston,  6  Am. 

*  Milwaukee  v.  Davis,  6  Wis.  377 ;  Rep.  194,  it  was  held  that   no   action 

Folsom  V.  Underbill,  36  Vt.  580  ;  Cad-  would  lie  against  a   city  for  injuries 

ner  v.  Bradford,  2   Chand.  (Wis.)  291 ;  occasioned  to  a  traveler  caused  by  the 

Kellogg  v.Northampton,8  Gray  (Mass.),  falling  of  a  sign  projecting  over  the 

504.  sidewalk   and  insecurely  fastened,  by 

38 
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The  reason  is  apparent.  An  act  may  be  done  by  the  owner  of 
lands  adjoining  a  highway,  that  seriously  iinpairs  its  safety.  As 
by  the  erection  or  placing  some  object  there,  that  is  calculated  to 
frighten  horses/  or  by  the  erection  of  a  building  so  that  the  eaves 
project  over  the  highway  and  endanger  the  safety  of  those  passing 
along  the  street,  from  the  accumulation  of  ice  and  snow  thereon  ;* 
the  erection  of  an  insecure  building  on  the  line  of  a  public  street 
and  a  multitude  of  other  things  over  which  the  authorities  have, 
and  can  have,  no  control.  The  distinction  arises  here.  For  inju- 
ries resulting  from  any  obstructions  in  the  highway  itself,  and 
over  which  the  proper  authorities  have  lawful  control,  and  which 
they  can  lawfully  remove,  however  they  come  there,  the 
town  or  city  is  liable.  But,  when  the  injury  results  from 
something  outside  the  limits  of  the  highway,  upon  lands 
which  the  authorities  have  no  authority  to  enter  upon,  the 
individual  making  or  continuing  the  erections  or  obstructions, 
alone  is  liable.  He  may  be  indicted  for  maintaining  a  public 
nuisance,  and  made  to  respond  in  damages  to  those  injured 
thereby."     But    it   would   be   highly    inequitable    to    hold    the 

the  proprietor  of  the  building  to  wliich  naturally  calculated  to  frighten  horses, 

it  was  attached,  even  though  the  inse-  the  town  is  liable.    Judd  v.  Fargo,  107 

cure  condition  of  the  sign  and  the  fact  Mass.  334. 

of  its   projection   over  the  street  had  -  Hixon  v.  Lowell,  13   Gray  (Mass.), 

been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  59  ;     Barber    v.    Roxbury,    11    Allen 

city   authorities.     The   liability  rests  (Mass.)  318. 

upon  the  owner.  Taylor  v.  Peckham,  5  ^  In  Shepley  v.  The  Fifty  Associates, 
Am  Rep.  578.  In  Drake  c.  Lowell,  13  101  Mass.  251,  the  plaintiff  sustained 
Mete.  (Mass.)  292,  it  was  held  that  the  injuries  from  the  falling  of  ice  and 
city  was  liable  for  injuries  sustained  snow  upon  him  while  passing  along 
by  the  plaintiff  by  reason  of  the  fall-  the  street,  from  the  roof  of  the  de- 
ing  of  a  defective  awning  projecting  fendant's  building,  which  was  a  pitch 
over  and  across  the  sidewalk  and  sup  roof  and  extended  over  the  street,  it 
ported  by  posts  at  the  curbstone.  See  was  held  that  the  roof  was  a  nuisance 
also  Day  0.  MUford,  5  Allen  (Mass.),  98.  and  that  the  defendants  were  liable 
But  in  Hixon  v.  Lowell,  13  Gray  for  the  injuries  sustained.  In  Jones  e. 
(Mass.),  59,  it  was  held  that  the  city  Railroad  Company,  107  Mass.  261,  it 
was  not  liable  for  an  injury  received  was  held  that  where  a  railroad  com- 
bv  the  fall  of  snow  and  ice  from  a  pany  erected  a  derrick  upon  their  own 
building  whose  roof  projected  over  the  premises,  the  boom  of  which  projec- 
sidewalk.  Macomber  c.  Taunton,  100  ted  over  the  highway,  and  which  was 
Mass.  255.  used  by  them  in  loading  their  cars,  is 
'  Foshay  v.  Glen  Haven,  3  Am.  Rep.  a  nuisance,  and  the  defendant  was  held 
73  ;  25  Wis.  288,  is  a  case  where  the  liable  to  the  plaintiffby  reason  of  dam- 
plaintiff's  horses  were  frightened  by  a  ages  sustained  by  him  by  his  horses 
"  hollow  btimt  and  blackened  log  lying  becoming  frightened  at  the  derrick 
close  to  the  traveled  part  of  a  high-  while  in  operation,  and  escaping. 
way  and  within  its  limits."  In  this  In  Judd  t.  Fargo,  107  Mass.  234,  it 
case  it  was  held  that  the  log  being  was  held  that  the  defendant,  who  was 
within  the  highway  limits,  and  being  a  fanner,  was  liable  for   placing  any 
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town  liable  for  injuries  resulting  from  something  over  which  they 
have  no  control,  and  which  they  cannot  remove  any  more  than 
any  other  citizen. 

Sec.  325.  The  numerous  annoyances,  inconveniences  and  dan- 
gers to  which  a  person  may  be  subjected  upon  a  highway,  with- 
out redress  against  the  city  or  town,  were  well  illustrated  by  the 
court  in  the  case  of  Hixon  v.  Lowell^  13  Gray,  supra.  "  The 
traveler,"  said  the  court,  "  may  be  subjected  to  inconvenience  and 
hazard  from  various  sources,  none  of  which  would  constitute  a 
defect  or  want  of  repair  in  the  way  for  which  the  town  would  be 
responsible.  He  may  be  annoyed  by  the  action  of  the  elements; 
by  a  hail  storm,  by  a  drenching  rain,  by  piercing  sleet,  by  a  cut- 
ting and  icy  wind,  against  which,  however  long  continued,  a 
town  would  be  under  no  obligation  to  furnish  him  relief.  He 
might  be  obstructed  by  a  concourse  of  people,  by  a  crowd  of  car- 
riages ;  his  horse  might  be  frightened  by  a  discharge  of  guns,  the 
explosion  of  fire-works,  by  military  music,  by  the  presence  of  wild 
animals  ;  his  health  may  be  endangered  by  pestilential  vapors  or 
by  the  contagion  of  disease,  and  these  sources  of  discomfort  and 
danger  might  be  found  within  the  limits  of  the  highway,  and  yet 
that  highway  not  be  in  any  legal  sense  defective  or  out  of  repair. 
It  is  obvious  that  there  may  be  nuisances  upon  traveled  ways  for 
which  there  is  no  remedy  against  the  town  which  is  bound  by 
law  to  construct  and  maintain  the  way.  If  the  owner  of  a  dis- 
tillery, for  example,  or  of  a  manufactory  adjoining  the  street  of  a 
city,  should  discharge  continuously,  from  a  pipe  or  orifice  open- 
ing toward  the  street,  a  quantity  of  steam  or  hot  water,  to  the 
nuisance  and  injury  of  a  passer  by,  they  must  certainly  seek  for 
redress  in  some  other  mode  than  by  an  action  for  a  defective 
way.  If  the  walls  of  a  house  adjoining  a  street  in  a  city  were 
erected  in  so  insecure  a  manner  as  to  be  liable  to  fall  upon  per- 
sons passing  by,  or  if  the  eaves-trough  or  water-conductor  was  so 
arranged  as  to  throw  a  stream  from  the  roof  upon  the  sidewalk, 
there  being  in  either  case  no  structure  erected  within  or  above 
the  traveled  wav,  it  would  not  constitute  a  defect  in  the  wav." 

thing  upon  the  side  of  a  highway  un-     stance     did     frighten    the    plaintiffs 
reasonably,    that    was    calculated    to    horses  whereby  they  escaped, 
frighten  horses,  and  which  in  this  in- 
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Seo.  326.  The  town  is  only  responsible  for  defects  in  the  high- 
way. It  is  never  responsible  for  injuries  caused  by  any  thing 
outside  the  limits  of  the  highway.  But  it  is  its  duty  to  keep  the 
highway  itself  in  a  constant  state  of  repair,  and  to  see  that  no 
obstructions  are  therein,  and  nothing  there  calculated  to  endanger 
the  safety  of  persons  traveling  over  it  either  on  foot  or  with  teams, 
and  this  applies  as  well  to  the  space  outside  the  traveled  way 
and  within  the  highway  limits  as  to  the  traveled  path  itself.  The 
town  is  not  bound  to  work  the  whole  space  within  the  highway 
limits,  but  it  is  bound  to  keep  it  clear  of  obstructions,  dangerous 
excavations  or  any  thing  that  may  in  any  manner  jeopardize  the 
safety  of  the  traveling  public'  In  the  case  of  Morse  v.  Richmond^ 
41  Yt.  435,  Steele,  J.,  said :  "  It  is  well  settled  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  towns  to  forbid  and  prevent  the  use  of  their  highway 
margins  as  places  of  deposit  for  private  property,  whether  it  be 
lumber,  shingles,  logs  or  other  matter  that  may  interfere  with 
travel ;  and  if  they  do  negligently  suffer  the  margins  to  become 
and  remain  unsafe  by  being  thus  incumbered,  the  party  who, 
M'ithout  fault  on  his  part,  meets  with  an  accident  by  driving 
against  them,  may  recover  of  the  town." 

Sec.  327.  A  traveler  may  use  the  margin  of  the  road  if  he 
chooses  to  do  so,  but  if  he  goes  there  unnecessarily,  and  from 
mere  caprice,  he  cannot  recover  for  injuries  sustained  while  trav- 
eling there."  But  if  he  is  forced  there  from  any  cause,  or  if  in 
traveling  along  the  road  in  the  night  his  horse  accidentally  goes 
there,  and  by  reason  of  any  obstructions  or  defe<jts,  he  sustains 
an  injury,  the  town  is  liable  therefor.'  Logs,  stones,  and  large 
accumulations  of  snow  or  ice  even,  that  endanger  public  travel, 
are  such  defects  in  the  highway  as  make  the  town  answerable  in 

^  Johnson  v.  Whitfield,  18  Me.  286 ;  essary  dangers  not   contemplated  by 

Rice  «.  Montpelier,  19  Vt.  470  ;  Bryant  law."     Suow  ■».  Adams,  1  Cush.  (Mass.) 

v.  Biddlefield,  39  Me.  193  ;  Packard  v.  443 ;  Bigelow  «.  Weston,  3  Pick.  (Mass.) 

Packard,  16  Pick.  (Mass.)  191 ;  Siddans  267. 

v.  Gardner,  42  Me.  248.    In  Johnson  v.  *  Willy  «.  Portsmouth,  35  N.  H.  303  ; 

WTiitfield,  supra,  Shepley,  J.,  says:  Barton  ».  Montpelier,  30  Vt.  650  ;  Sew- 

"  To  allow  the  side  of  the  road  to  be  ard  «.  Milford,  21  Wis.  485. 

incumbered    by  logs  or  other  things  ^  Cassady «.  Stockbridge,  21  Vt.  321 ; 

unnecessarily  placed  there,  would  de-  Rice  «.  Montpelier,  19  id.  470 ;  Dickey 

prive  the  citizens  of  the  whole  width  t).  Maine  Tel.  Co.,  46  Me.  483. 
of  the  way,  or  subject  them  to  unnec- 
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damages  for  any  injuries  resulting  therefrom.'  So,  too,  as  has 
previously  been  stated,  the  town  is  bound  to  remove  any  thing 
from  the  limits  of  the  highway,  no  matter  by  whom  deposited 
there,  that  operates  either  as  an  actual  obstruction,  or  that  is  cal- 
culated to  endanger  the  safety  of  those  passing  over  the  roads 
with  teams,  because  of  its  tendency  to  frighten  horses."  And  as 
illustrative  of  the  rule  that  prevails  in  such  cases,  the  case  of 
Dimmock  v.  Suffield,  30  Conn,  129,  is  in  point.  In  that  case 
the  plaintiff  sought  to  recover  for  injuries  sustained  by  his  horses 
by  reason  of  their  becoming  frightened  at  some  white  plastering 
on  the  side  of  the  road.  It  appeared  that  the  plastering  did  not 
in  any  manner  obstruct  the  road,  and  the  only  claim  made  in  the 
case  was,  that  it  was  calculated  to  frighten  horses,  and  did  frighten 
the  plaintiff's  horses  so  that  they  became  unmanageable  and  ran 
away,  sustaining  considerable  injury.  Hinman,  J.,  in  delivering 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  said  :  "  The  liability  of  the  town  depends 
upon  the  fact  whether  the  plaster  was  in  its  general  operations 
calculated  to  frighten  horses  of  ordinary  gentleness.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  a  road  may  be  rendered  unsafe  by  objects  upon 
it  calculated  to  frighten  horses,  but  whether  a  slight  discoloration 
by  the  side  of  a  road,  such  as  was  caused  in  this  case  by  the  plas- 
tering that  lay  there,  was  in  fact  an  object  calculated  to  frighten 
horses,  which  are  usually  gentle,  and  therefore  fit  to  be  driven,  is 
an  entirely  different  question."  The  rule  is  that  the  object  must 
be  such  as  is  calculated  to  frighten  horses  of  ordinary  gentleness, 
and  in  this  case  it  appeared  that  the  horse  was  shy  and  skittish, 

'Cogswell  -u.   Lexington,   4   Cush.  frighten  horses,  the  town   was   liable 

(Mass.)    307  ;    Bigelow   v.   Wiston,   3  and  that  it  was  competent,  for  the  pur* 

Pick.  (Mass.)  267  ;  Barton  -y.  Montpe-  pose  of  establishing  this  fact,  to  show 

lier,  80  Vt.  650.  that  other  horses  in  passing  the  lumber 

'  Littleton  ».  Richardson,  33  N.  H.  were,  or  were  not  frightened.  In  Davis 
59;  Winship  ®.  Enfield,  43  id.  199;  ■«.  Leominster,  1  Allen  (Mass.),  318,  it 
Chamberlain  -y.  Entield,  43  id.  358 ;  was  held  that  the  town  was  liable  for 
Dimmock  «.  Suffield,  30  Conn.  139;  Roy  an  injury  received  by  the  plaintiff 
U.Manchester,  46  N.  H.  59 ;  H  unison  from  a  lot  of  sleepers  placed  in  the 
«.  New  Haven,  34  Conn.  136  ;  Bartlett  highway  covered  by  the  location  of  a 
«.  Hacksett,  48  N.  H.  18.  In  Darling  railroad,  by  those  engaged  in  working 
«.  Westmoreland,  53  N.  H.  403,  the  upon  the  railroad.  The  ground  of 
plaintiff  was  passing  a  bridge  when  the  recovery  was  predicated  upon  the 
his  horse  became  frightened  at  a  pile  fact  that  the  town  could  have  removed 
of  lumber  lying  by  the  roadside,  and  the  sleepers  without  interfering  with 
ran  back  and  backed  off  the  bridge,  the  authorized  construction  of  the  rail- 
The  court  held  that  if  the  horse  was  road,  and  were  bound  to  do  it.  Phil- 
frightened  at  the  pile  of  lumber,  and  lips  «.  Veazie,  40  Me.  96  ;  Currier  -u. 
it    was    such    as    was    calculated    to  Lowell,  16  Pick.  (Mass.)  170. 
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and  that  the  plaintiff  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care  might 
have  passed  the  object,  therefore  judgment  was  given  for  the 
defendant. 

•Sec.  328.  As  a  traveler  may  under  certain  circumstances  go 
upon  the  margins  of  a  highway,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  town  to 
erect  barriers  to  prevent  the  traveler  from  danger  against  steep 
declivities,  miry  places,  or  any  exposure  to  injury  which  might 
be  avoided  if  such  railings  or  barriers  were  erected.*  In  Alger  v. 
Lowell^  3  Allen  (Mass.),  398,  it  was  held  that  where  a  person 
passing  along  the  street  was  pushed  down  a  steep  declivity  by  a 
crowd,  which  declivity  was  not  protected  or  guarded  by  a  railing, 
in  the  absence  of  any  malice  or  willful  negligence  of  the  crowd  or 
any  person  in  it,  the  plaintiff  might  recover  of  the  city  for  the 
injury  sustained  therefrom. 

Sec.  329.  So,  too,  it  is  the  duty  of  towns  where  there  are  no 
visible  objects  to  indicate  the  limits  of  a  highway,  and  nothing 
that  would  put  a  traveler  upon  his  guard  or  prevent  him  while 
traveling  over  the  highway  in  the  night  from  straying  off  from 
the  same,  to  erect  guards  around  dangerous  places  so  near  to  the 

1  In  Hayden  v.  AttleboroiLgh,  7  Gray  below,  the  town  was  liable,  although 
(Masa.),  338,  it  was  held  that  the  ab-  the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury  was 
senceof  a  railing  at  the  side  of  a  high-  the  temporary  loss  of  control  over  the 
way  when  necessary  for  the  security  horse  while  upon  the  bridge,  but  with- 
of  travelers,  is  a  "  deficiency  "  within  out  the  fault  of  the  plaintiflF.  In  Mun- 
the  provisions  of  the  statute.  Norris  son  v.  The  Town  of  Derby,  37  Conn. 
V.  Litchfield,  35  N.  H.  271 ;  Hunt  v.  298 ;  9  Am.  Rep.  332,  the  town  had 
Pownal,  9  Vt.  411  ;  Collins  v.  Dor-  legally  discontinued  an  old  highway, 
Chester,  6  Cush.  (Mass.)  396 ;  Kimball  and  established  a  new  highway  in 
V.  Bath,  38  Me.  219 ;  Palmer  v.  An-  place  of  the  old  one,  which  was  in 
dover,  2  Cush.  (Mass.)  600  ;  Ireland  v.  every  respect  suflBcient,  but  neglected 
Oswego  Turnpike  Co.,  13  N.  Y.  526  ;  to  erect  a  fence  or  other  barrier  to  pre- 
Cobb  V.  Standish,  14  Me.  198  ;  Joliet  v.  vent  travelers  from  going  upon,  the 
Virley,  35  111.28;  Hyatt  v.  Rondout,  old  road.  The  Housatonic  Water 
44  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  385 ;  Chicago  v.  Power  Co.  opened  a  ditch  upon  the 
Gallagher,  44  111.  295 ;  Davis  v.  Hill,  old  road  and  completely  across  it, 
41  N.  H.  329  ;  Portsmouth  «. Wiley,  35  about  twenty  feet  deep.  The  plaintift 
id.  303  ;  State  v.  Bangor,  30  Me.  341.  in  passing  over  the  highway  in  the 
In  a  recent  case  in  Wisconsin,  Houfe  evening  passed  upon  the  old  highway 
V.  Fulton,  29  Wis.  296 ;  9  Am.  Rep.  and  was  precipitated  into  the  ditch 
570,  it  was  held  that  where  a  person  and  severely  injured.  The  court  held 
in  crossing  a  bridge,  on  the  sides  of  that  the  town  was  liable  for  the  injur- 
which  there  was  no  railing,  with  his  ies.  That  it  was  not  only  its  duty  to 
horse,  and  the  horse  while  on  the  erect,  but  to  maintain  a  suitable  bar- 
bridge  suddenly  stopped,  staggered  rier  to  guard  passengers  against  stray- 
and  fell  over  the  side  of  the  bridge,  ing  upon  the  old  road, 
precipitating  the  plaintiff  upon  the  ice 
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highway  as  to  render  traveling  th^ere  hazardous.*  But  where  the 
limits  of  the  highway  are  well  defined  the  town  is  not  bound  to 
fence  its  road  or  otherwise  guard  against  travelers  going  outside 
its  limits."  In  fact,  it  may  be  said,  that  a  town  is  bound  at  all 
hazards  to  make  its  highway  safe,  and  as  to  whether  it  is  or  not, 
as  well  as  what  is  necessary  to  make  it  safe,  is  a  question  of  fact 
to  be  determined  in  each  case  according  to  the  circumstances.^ 

On  extraordinary  occasions,  as  where  a  railroad  is  being  con- 
structed across  a  highway,  or  while  a  portion  of  the  highway  is 
being  repaired,  or  a  new  bridge  is  being  erected,  or  an  old  one 
repaired,  all  that  can  be  required  of  the  town  is,  that  it  shall  pro- 
vide a  suitable  way  for  passage,  as  safe  as  the  circumstances  will 
allow.* 

Sec.  330.  A  town  cannot  shift  its  liability  to  keep  a  highway 
in  repair,  either  upon  an  individual  or  corporation.  It  may 
arrange  with  individuals  to  keep  them  in  repair,  or  may  be  so 
situated,  as  in  the  case  of  a  railroad  using  a  portion  of  a  highway, 
or  crossing  it  with  a  bridge,  as  to  have  a  remedy  over  for  dama- 
ges which  it  is  compelled  to  pay  for  defects  therein,  but  it  is  jpri- 

'  Munson  v.  Town  of  Derby,  9  Am.  constructed  or  altered  as  to  present  at 
Rep..  332  ;  37  Conn.  398;  Thorp  v.  one  point  two  paths,  both  of  which  ex- 
Town  of  Brookfield,  30  Conn.  320.  hibit  the  appearance  of  having  been 

In  Ireland  t\  The  Oswego,  etc..  Plank  used  by  travelers,   and  one   of  them 

road  Co.,  13  N.  Y.   526,   the   defend-  leads  to  a  dangerous  precipice,  while 

ants  were  authorized  to  use  an  exist-  the  other  is  quite  safe,  it  is  the  duty 

ing  highway  for  the  construction  of  of  those  having  charge  of  the  road,  to 

their  road.     In  grading  for  the  Plank-  indicate,  in  a  manner  not  to  he  mis- 

road  the  defendants,  within  the  bounds  taken,  by  day  or  by  niglit,  that  the  un- 

of  the  former  highway,  excavated  the  safe  path  is  to  be  avoided ;    and  if  it 

earth  so  as  to  make  a  new  path  lower  cannot  be  otherwise  done,  to  put  up 

than  the  former  traveled  track.     The  such  an  obstruction  as  will  turn  the 

new  track  diverged  from  the  traveled  traveler  from  the  wrong  track." 

pathway  of  the  former  highway.    The  ^  Hayden  v.  Attleboro,  7  Gray  (Mass.), 

two  tracks  were  on  a  level  at  the  point  338  ;  Davis  v.  Hill,  41  N.  H.  329  ;  Tut 

where  they  separated,  and  each  was  of  tie   v.  Holyoke,  6  Gray   (Mass.),  447. 

sufficient  width  at  that  point  to  admit,  Innes  v.  Edinburgh,  Hay.  1 ;  Cogswell 

of  traveling  with  a  carriage ;  but  the  «.    Lexington,    4   Cush.    (Mass.)    307 

old  pathway  gradually  became  higher  Bartlett  v.  Vaughn,  6  Vt.  243. 

than  the  new  track,  and  grew  narrower  ^Bartlett    d.   Vaughn,    6   Vt.   243 

until   it  came   to  a  point  at  a  place  Collins  v.  Dorchester,  6  Cush.  (Mass.) 

where   it    was   elevated  from  two  to  394  ;   Norwich  v.  Breed,  30  Conn.  535 

three  feet  above  the  new  track.     The  Thorp  v.  Brookfield,  36  id.  320  ;  Mun 

evidence    tended    to    show   that    the  son  v.  Derby,  37.  id.  398. 

plaintiff,  driving  along  in  the  evening.  *  Willard  v.   Newbury,  32  Vt.  458 

kept  to  the  old  path  and  was  thrown  Beatty  v.  Duxbury,  34   id.  155  ;    Bar 

from  his  wagon  and  seriously  injured,  ber  v.   Essex,  37  id.  63;    Kimball  « 

Denio,  J.,  said  :    "  Where  a  road  is  so  Bath,  38  Me.  319. 
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marily  liable,  and  cannot  interpose  as  a  defense  that  some  person 
or  corporation  is  bound  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,'  and  in  Maine 
it  has  been  held  that  this  is  so,  even  where  there  is  a  statute 
requiring  the  person  or  corporation  to  keep  the  road  or  bridge  in 
repair.  But  in  Massachusetts  a  different  doctrine  is  held,  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  liability  of  the  town  is  purely  statutory, 
it  would  seem  that  where  the  statute  casts  a  portion  of  the  duty 
and  liability  upon  a  person  or  corporation  by  reason  of  a  peculiar 
use  that  they  are  permitted  to  make  of  the  highway,  that  to  that 
extent,  the  town  ought  to  be  relieved  from  liability." 

Sec.  331.  "Where  a  highway  or  bridge  is  suddenly  swept  away 
or  destroyed  by  a  flood  or  other  natural  causes  or  act  of  God, 
there  is  no  common-law  liability  to  rebuild.'  But  if  the  bridge 
only  is  swept  away,  and  the  highway  is  left  unimpaired,  the 
bridge  must  be  rebuilt  as  speedily  as  possible.  So,  too,  towns  are 
bound  to  rebuild  their  roads  and  bridges  with  reasonable  dis- 
patch, however  they  may  have  been  destroyed."  So,  too,  turn- 
pike companies  are  bound  by  the  common  law  to  keep  their  road 
passable,  and  when  swept  away  by  flood,  are  bound  to  repair  them 
without  unreasonable  delay,*  and  neither  towns  or  turnpike 
companies  can  excuse  themselves  from  this  liability.' 

Sec.  332.  It  has  been  held  that  the  duty  of  towns  to  erect  rail- 
ings along  their  highways  at  dangerous  points,  and  upon  their 
bridges,  does  not  require  them  to  erect  railings  that  are  safe  for 
travelers  to  lean  against,  and  that  towns  are  not  liable  for  damages 

1  State  «.  Gorham,  37  Me.  451.  been  repaired,  the  people,  through  the 

2  Sawyer  v.  Northfield,  7  Cush.  (Mass.)  Attorney-General  brought  an  informa- 
490.  tion  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto. 

2  Rex   «.  Landulph,  1  M.  &  R.  393  ;  COWEN,  J.,  said  :  "  The  better  opinion 

Regina  v.  Bamber,  5   Q.   B.  379  ;  Re-  is,  that  a  destruction  of  bridges  which 

gina    V.  Hornsea,  25  Ejag.  Law  &  Eq.  by  not  being  restored  leaves  the  road 

582.  impassable  for  any  considerable  length 

''  Clark  «.  Corinth,  41  Vt.  449 ;  Box-  of  time,  presents  such  a  state  of  non- 
ford  V.  Essex,  7  Pick,  (Mass.)  337 ;  repair  as  would  work  a  forfeiture  at 
Briggs  V.  Guilford,  8  Vt.  264  ;  Frost  -u.  common  law.  The  road  thus  becomes 
Portland,  11  Me.  271.  and   continues   to   be  a  common  nui 

*  People  V.  The  President,  Directors  sance." 
and    Company  of  the    Hillsdale  and        *  Chamberlain  v.   Enfield,  43  N.  H. 

Chatham   Turnpike   Co.   23   Wendell  356  ;  Palmer  v.  Portsmouth,  43  id.  265  ; 

(N.  r.)  254.     In   this  case  the  bridges  Kimball  v.  Bath,  38  Me.  2,19 ;  Blaisdell 

upon  the  turnpike  were   swept  away,  v.  Portland,  39  id.  113. 
and  after  more  than  a  year,  not  having 
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sustained  by  persons  from  the  "  giving  way  "  of  railings  under 
such  circumstances.^  The  reason  for  this  rule  is,  that  the  liability 
of  the  town  only  extends  to  the  maintenance  of  its  roads  and 
bridges  in  a  safe  condition  for  travel.  It  is  not  bound  to  furnish 
immunity  against  those  who  use  the  highway  for  any  other 
purpose. 

Sec.  333.  The  duty  of  a  town  to  the  traveling  public  does 
not  extend  to  the  length  of  keeping  its  highways  in  such  condi- 
tion that  no  injury  can  possibly  happen  to  a  person.  While  a 
proper  degree  of  care  is  required  from  the  town,  so  on  the  other 
hand  at  least  ordinary  care  is  required  from  the  traveler.  He 
cannot  shut  his  eyes  and  drive  along  the  highway  in  a  reckless 
manner.  He  must  keep  his  eyes  open,  and  keep  up  a  proper 
degree  of  watchfulness  against  danger."  He  cannot  drive  into  a 
dangerous  place  in  the  road  simply  because  he  cannot  pass  without 
doing  so ;  neither  can  he  drive  against  an  obstruction  because  it 
happens  to  be  in  the  highway.'  It  is  only  against  accidents  that 
result  upon  a  highway  to  a  traveler  exercising  reasonable  care,  that 
the  town  is  bound  to  furnish  indemnity.*  It  is  not  called  upon 
or  required  to  insure  one  against  the  consequences  of  his  folly.' 
It  must  keep  its  roads  safe  for  ordinary  public  travel,  but  if  a 
dangerous  pit  or  obstruction  exists  in  the  highway,  which  the 
traveler  sees  and  can  avoid,  he  is  bound  to  do  so  at  his  peril.' 
And  if  his  vision  is  defective,  it"  he  would  use  the  highway,  he 

'  Orcutt  V.  Kittery  Point  Bridge  Co.,  necessitj  for  Ms  attempting  to  pass  at 

53  Me.  500  ;  Stickney  v.  Salem,  3  Allen  that  point  it  was  held  that  he  could 

(Mass.),  374 ;    Stinson   v.  Gardner,  42  not  recover  for  his  injuries,  he  not  be- 

Me.  348.  ing  in  the  exercise  of  a  proper  degree 

2  Hubbard  v.  Concord,  35  N.  H.  53  ;  of  care. 
Wilson  ».  Charlestown,  8  Allen  (Mass.),        *  Hanlon  «.  Keokuk,  7  Iowa,  488: 

137;Hortony.  Ipswich,  13  Gush.  (Mass.)  Brown  «.  Jefferson,  16  id.  339;  Smith 

488 ;  Raymond  «.   Lowell,   6  id.  534 ;  v.  Lowell,  6  Allen  (Mass.),  39  ;  Barker 

Cotter  V.  W^ood,  98  Eng.  Com.   Law,  v.  Savage,  45  N.  Y.  191  ;  Hartfield  «. 

568  ;  Rathbun  v.  Payne,  19  Wend.  (N.  Roper,  31  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  399  ;  Nichol- 

Y.)  399.  son  i).  R.  R.  Co.,  41  N.  Y.  543 ;  Baxter 

'  In   Raymond   v.   Lowell,   6    Cush.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  id.  502 ;  Hartz  v.  Central 

(Mass.)  534,  a  person  who  attempted  to  Co.  of  N.  J..  42  id.  472. 
cross  a  street  in  the  day  time  at  a  point         ^  Hubbard  v.  Concord,  35  N.  H.  53. 
which  had  been  necessarily  and  prop-        *  Carolus  v  Mayor,  etc.,  6  Bosw.  (N. 

erly   appropriated    for    a    drain,   and  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  15  ;  James  v.  San  Fran- 

which  was  covered  by  an  iron  grating,  cisco,  6  Gal.  528  ;  Packard  v.  New  Bed- 

and  in  doing  so  slipped  and  fell  and  ford,  9  Allen  (Mass.)  90. 
was  thereby  injured.     There  being  no 

39 
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must  do  it  with  an  added  degree  of  caution.'  But  he  is  not  pre- 
cluded from  passing  over  the  street.  He  has  a  right  to  rely 
upon  the  streets,  as  being  safe,  and  if,  in  the  exercise  of  proper 
care,  he  is  injured,  by  reason  of  any  defect  which  the  town  is 
bound  to  repair,  the  town  is  liable  to  respond  in  damages. 
The  question  as  to  what  is  a  defect  in  a  highway,  or  as  to 
whether  the  defect  caused  the  injury  complained  of,  is  always  a 
question  of  fact  for  a  jury,"  and  in  determining  the  question,  the 
nature  of  the  accident,  the  circumstances  under  which  it  occurred, 
the  character  of  the  road,  the  extent  of  its  use,  the  season  of  the 
year,  the  nature  of  the  soil,  the  climate,  the  acquaintance  of  the 
party  with  the  highway,  are  all  to  be  considered  in  determining 
the  question  of  liability.^  The  fact  that  the  highway  was  built, 
or  repaired,  with  the  greatest  degree  of  care,  when  the  duty  of 
keeping  in  repair  is  imposed  by  express  statute,  will  not  relieve 
from  liability,  if  the  road  was  in  point  of  fact  defective,  liability 
attaches  for  all  the  injurious  results.*  But,  in  all  other  instances, 
as  in  the  case  of  turnpike  roads,  towns  or  municipal  corporations, 
where  only  a  common-law  liability  exists,  ordinary  care  in  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  roads  is  all  that  is  required.^  It 
would  be  impossible  to  refer  to  all  the  instances  in  which  certain 
conditions  of  a  highway  have  been  held  defective.  The  subject 
thoroughly  treated  would  require  more  than  a  volume  of  itself. 
It  will  be  understood,  from  what  has  already  been  said,  that  any 
thing  omitted  to  be  done,  as  well  as  any  thing  done  or  existing  in 
a  highway  that  endangers  the  safety  of  public  travel  over  it,  is  a 
defect,  and  that,  if  actual  injury  results  therefrom,  liability 
attaches  for  the  consequences  upon  that  person  or  body  upon 
whom  the  law  imposes  the  duty  of  repairing  or  maintaining  the 
highway. 

1  Ren  wick  v.  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  36  =*  Hutchinson  v.  Concord,  41  Vt.  271, 
N.  Y.  133 ;  Davenport  «.  Ruckman,  37  *  Howe  v.  Castleton,  25  Vt.  162 ;  Mer 
id.  568.  rill  v.  Hampden,  26  Me.  234  ;  Horton  ». 

2  Jolinson  ■».  Haverhill,  35  N.  H.  74  ;  Ipswich,  12  Gush.  (Mass.)  488. 
Providence  v.  Clapp,  17  How.  (U.  S.)  ^  Bridge  Co.  «.  William,  9  Dana 
161 ;  Green  v.  Danbv,  12  Vt.  338  ;  Mer-  (Ky.),  403 ;  Goshen  Turnpike  Co.  «. 
rill  v.  Hampden,  26  Me.  234 ;  Pitz  v.  Sears,  7  Conn.  86  ;  Davis  «.  Lamoille 
Boston,  4  Cush.  (Mass.)  365  ;  People  v.  County  Turnpike  Co.,  27  Vt.  602  ; 
Carpenter,  1  Mich.  273.  Townsend  «.  Turnpike  Co.,  6  JohnB. 

(N.  Y.)  90. 
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CHAPTER  EIGHTH. 
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Sbc.  334.  Right  of  land  owner  to  water. 

335.  Usufructuary  interest  incident  to  land. 

336.  Riparian  owner's  title  extends  to  the  center  of  the  stream. 

337.  The  right  to  use  of  water  in  its  natural  condition. 

338.  Water-courses  defined. 

349.  No  water-course  where  there  is  no  definite  source  of  supply. 

340.  Rule  in  Duddon  «.  Guardians,  etc. 

341.  When  water-course  assumes  its  attributes. 

342.  Quantity  of  water  is  not  the  test. 

343.  Rule  in  Luther  v.  Winnisimet. 

344.  Ownership  of  the  banks  necessary  to  confer  right  to  the  beneficial 

use  of  water-course. 
345    Same  continued. 

346.  Priority  of  occupation. 

347.  To  what  uses  and  in  what  order  water  may  be  applied. 

348.  Rule  where  water  is  confined  by  dams. 

349.  Liability  of  dam  owner  for  injuries. 

350.  Same  continued. 

351.  Strictness  of  right  to  have  water  flow  in  its  natural  channel. 
353.  Right  to  erect  bulwarks. 

353.  Easements  in  water ;  how  acquired. 

354.  Same  continued. 

355.  Rule  in  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson. 

356.  Actions  may  be  maintained  when  no  actual  damage  is  done. 

357.  Water  rights  as  the  subject  of  grant. 

358.  Reasonableness  of  use,  question  for  a  jury. 

359.  Benefits  from  wrongful  use,  no  defense. 

360.  Effect  of  a  license  and  of  acquiescence, 

361.  Rule  in  Brown  v.  Bowen. 

362.  Effect  of  assent  where  heavy  expenditures  are  made  —  equitable 

estoppel. 

363.  Rule  in  Hetfield  v.  R.  R.  Co. 

364.  Rule  in  Roberts  v.  Rose 

365.  Flooding  lower  lands  by  fitful  and  unnatural  discharges  of  water. 

Sec.  334.  There  is  no  special  property  or  ownership  in  running 
water.  While  it  remains  in  the  earth  intermingled  with  the  soil 
itself,  or  while  it  lies  there,  or  even  when  upon  the  surface  in  a 
state  of  inertia,  it  is  the  property  of  him  who  owns  the  land,'  but 

'  Haldeman  v.  Bruckhart,  45  Penn.     724 ;  Chasemore  v.  Richards,  7  H.  L. 
St.  514;  Harwood  v.  Benton,  32  Vt.    Cas.  349 ;  Acton  «.  Blundell,  12  Mees.  & 
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when  it  has  liberated  itself  and  assumes  a  distinctive  form  apart 
from  the  soil,  and  forces  itself  from  the  boundaries  in  which  it 
has  been  confined  and  assumes  the  attributes  of  a  running  stream, 
however  small  in  proportions  or  insignificant  in  the  purposes  to 
which  it  can  be  applied,  it  at  the  same  time  loses  its  character  as 
property,  and,  like  light  and  air,  becomes  subject  to  the  reason- 
able use  of  every  person  through  whose  land  it  flows,  but  still  is 
the  actual  property  of  no  one. 

There  are  rights  incident  thereto  in  the  owner  of  the  soil  which 
cannot  be  violated  with  impunity  ;  rights  that  are  distinct  from 
those  enjoyed  by  the  public  generally,  and  which  exist  not 
because  of  any  special  property  in  the  water,  but  because  of  the 
ownership  of  the  land  over  and  through  which  it  flows,  and  the 
rights  that  are  necessarily  created  thereby.  Every  person  has  a 
right  to  have  the  air  that  diffuses  itself  over  his  land  come  there 
in  its  natural  purity  and  in  its  usual  volume,  subject  to  such  rea- 
sonable interference  therewith,  as  arises  from  a  reasonable  use  of 
it  by  others.  So  with  water.  When  it  takes  a  course  and  settles 
itself  into  a  natural  channel  it  becomes  the  right  of  every  person 
to  have  it  flow  over  his  land  in  that  natural  channel,undiminished 
in  quantity  and  unimpaired  in  quality,  except  to  the  extent  that 
grows  out  of  a  reasonable  use  for  the  usual  and  ordinary  purposes 
of  life  by  those  above  him  on  the  stream.* 

W.  336  ;  Bassett  v.  Company,  43  N,  H.        In   a  case  recently  decided   in  the 

079  ;  New  River  Co.  v.  Johnson,  2  E.  &  court  of  appeals  in  New  York,  Clinton 

E.  415;  Trustees  v.  Younians,  45  N.  Y.  ■».  Myers,  46  N.  Y.  511;  7  Am.  Rep. 

863;  Chatfield  v.  Wilson,  28  Vt.  49;  373,  Grovek,  J.,  says  :  "  No  proprietor 

Frasier  v.  Brown,  12  Ohio  St.  304  ;  Bliss  has  the  right  to  use  the  water  to  the 

V.  Greely,  45  N.  Y.  671  ;  Wheatley  v.  prejudice  of    other  proprietors  above 

Baugh,   25   Penn.   St.   528 ;    Roath   v.  or    below   him    on   the   stream.      He 

Driscoll,  20  Conn.  533  ;  Ellis  V.  Duncan,  has   no  property  in   the  water  itself, 

21  Barb.   (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  230;  Hanson  v.  but  a  simple  usufruct  of  it  as  it  passes 

McCue,  42  Cal.  303.  along." 

'  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  B.  &  Ad.  1.  In  Chasemore  v.  Richards,  7  H.  L.  349 ; 
Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason  (U.  S.),  Wood  v.  Waud,  3  Exchq.  748 ;  Lord  v. 
397,  Story,  J.,  says  :  "  Every  proprietor  Commissioners  of  Sidney,  12  Mos.  P.  C. 
upon  each  bank  of  a  stream  is  entitled  473;  Davis  v.  Getchell,  50  Mo,  604; 
to  the  land  covered  with  water  in  front  Gould  v.  Boston  Dock  Co.,  13  Gray 
of  his  bank  to  the  middle  thread  of  (Mass.),  443 ;  Campbell  v.  Smith,  3  Hal- 
the  stream.  *  *  *  In  virtue  of  stead  (N.  J.),  140;  Hendricks  «.  Cook, 
this  ownership  he  has  a  right  to  the  use  4  Ga.  241  ;  Gardner  v.  Newburgh,  2 
of  the  water  flowing  over  it  in  its  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  162 ;  Johnson  v.  Jot- 
natural  current,  without  diminution  or  dan,  2  Mete.  (Mass.)  234  ;  Merrifield  v. 
obstruction.  But,  strictly  speaking,  he  Lombard,  13  Allen  (Mass.),  16;  Hols- 
has  no  property  in  the  water  itself,  man  v.  Boiling  Spring  Co.,  1  McCarter 
but  a  simple  use  of  it  while  it  passes  (N.  J.),  335 ;  Bardwell «.  Ames,  22  Pick, 
along."  (Mass.)  354 ;  Twiss  «.  Baldwin,  9  Conn 
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Sec.  335.  But  while  the  water  itself  is  not  the  subject  of  prop- 
perty,  yet,  all  those  over  whose  land  it  flows  have  a  usufructuary 
interest  therein,  which  passes  by  a  grant  of  the  soil,  and  which  to 
that  extent  becomes  the  subject  of  property,  and  may  be  the  sub- 
ject of  sale  or  lease  like  the  land  itself.*  To  illustrate  the  idea 
more  forcibly,  a  deed  of  the  land  over  and  along  which  water 
runs,  conveys  also  all  the  usufructuary  interest  or  property  in  the 
water,"  but  a  deed  of  the  water  or  the  usufructuary  interest  therein 
does  not  pass  the  title  to  the  soil  over  which  the  water  flows.' 
Thus  one  person  may  be  the  owner  of  the  soil  over  which  a 
stream  flows,  and  yet  have  no  interest  in  the  water  that  flows 
there ;  or  he  may  have  a  partial  interest  therein  according  to  the 
terms  or  conditions  of  the  grant  by  which  he  holds  the  soil.  It  is 
not  water  itself  which  thus  becomes  the  subject  of  bargain  and 
sale,  for  no  man  owns  that,  and  consequently  cannot  sell  it,  but  it 
is  the  beneficial  uses  to  which  it  may  be  applied  by  the  owner  of 
the  land  while  passing  over  the  soil,  that  becomes  the  subject  of 
traffic* 


391 ;  Piatt  v.  Johnson,  15  Jotns.  (N.  Y.) 
213 ;  Embrey  v.  Owen,  6  Exchq.  333  ; 
Haas  V.  Choussard,  1?  Texas,  588 ; 
Evans  v.  Merriweather,  3  Scam.  (111.) 
493  ;  Shrieve  v.  Voorliees,  3  Green's  Cli. 
(N.  J.)  35;  Dilling'j).  Murray,  6  Ind. 
334 ;  Hayes  v.  Waldron,  44  N.  H.  584 ; 
Bliss  V.  Kennedy,  43  111.  71. 

In  Willis  V.  Thomas,  Argus  Reports, 
4th  Sept.,  1860  (Melbourne,  Victoria), 
the  court  say  that  the  question  of  law- 
ful or  unlawful  use  of  water  is  one  of 
degree  ;  that  the  right  of  the  owner  of 
land  adjoining  a  river  to^the  use  of  the 
water  is  incident  to  his  property  in  the 
land ;  that  he  has  as  such  owner  a 
right  to  the  reasonable  use  of  the 
water,  having  reference  to  the  rights 
of  others,  but  has  no  property  in  the 
water  itself. 

'  Lutrell's  Case,  4  Coke,  86  ;  Saund- 
ers®. Newman,  1  B.  &  Aid.  258  ;  Mason 
V.  Hill,  5  B.  &  Ad.  1 ;  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson, 
4  Mason  (U.  S.),  397  ;  Chasemore  v. 
Richards,  7  H.  L.  349.  The  right  to 
have  water  flow  in  its  natural  channel 
by  a  riparian  owner  only  extends  to 
the  channel  in  his  own  land.  An 
owner  above  or  below  him  on  the 
stream  may  divert  the  water  into  a 
new  channel  provided  he  does  not 
thereby  affect  the  flow  of  the  water  in 


its  natural  channel  upon  the  lands  of 
others.  In  Norton  v.  Valentine,  14 
Vt.  339,  it  was  held  that  the  proprietor 
of  lands  through  which  a  stream  of 
water  runs  may  obstruct  the  natural 
channel  and  divert  it  into  any  portion 
of  his  land  if  the  water  is  returned 
into  its  original  channel  before  it  passes 
upon  the  land  of  another 

There  can  be  no  complaint  on  the 
part  of  another  unless  the  diversion  is 
injurious  to  him  to  the  extent  of  pro- 
ducing actual  damage.  He  is  entitled 
to  the  natural  flow  of  the  water  over 
his  land  in  its  natural  channel,  and  so 
long  as  he  thus  receives  the  water  un- 
diminished in  quantity  and  unimpaired 
in  quality,  he  has  no  ground  for  com- 
plaint or  cause  of  action,  whatever 
may  be  done  by  others  with  the  water, 

''Bullen  V.  Reynolds,  2  N.  H.  255; 
Canal  Commissioners  v.  The  People,  5 
Wend.  (N.  T.)  423 ;  Van  Gordon  v. 
Jackson,  5  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  440. 

3  Browne  v.  Kennedy,  5  H.  &  J.  (Md.) 
195. 

*'Wood  v.  Waud,  3  Exchq.  746; 
Mason  v.  Hill,  5  B.  &  Ad.  306  ;  Clinton 
D.  Myers,  46  N.  Y.  511 ;  Surry  v.  Pigott, 
Paph.  169 ;  Brown  v.  Best,  1  Wila. 
174 ;  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason  (U. 
S.),  397. 
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Seo.  336.  It  should  be  understood  in  the  outset,  that  every 
riparian  owner  upon  either  side  of  a  running  stream,  in  the 
absence  of  limitation  in  his  grant,  owns  the  bed  of  the  stream 
to  the  center  thereof.*  And  this  is  true  whether  the  stream  is 
narrow  or  of  extraordinary  width.*  In  Dwyer  v.  Rich,  4  Irish  Rep. 
(C.  L.)  424,  the  question  was  whether,  when  a  stream  is  of  an 
extraordinary  width,  a  conveyance  bounded  thereon  could  by 
implication  be  extended  to  the  center  of  the  stream.  The  court 
held  that  the  size  or  width  of  a  fresh  water  stream  made  no  differ- 
ence in  the  application  of  the  rule.  That  the  title  of  the  bed  of  the 
stream,  whether  large  or  small,  narrow  or  wide,  rested  in  the 
riparian  owners,  and  that  they  each  owned  the  bed  of  the  stream 
to  the  middle  thereof.  The  ownership  of  the  river  bed  gives  no 
superior  right  to  the  use  of  the  water,  but  the  owner  of  either 
bank  whose  title  does  not  cover  any  portion  of  the  river  bed, 
could  not  erect  a  dam,  and  thus  could  not  apply  the  water  to 
manufacturing  purposes,  unless  the  natural  fall  of  the  water 
would  enable  him  to  do  so  without  a  dam.* 

Sec.  337.  The  right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  the  use  of  the  water 
that  flows  by  his  land  is  a  right  to  its  use  in  its  natural  condition, 
both  as  to  quality  and  quantity,  and  also  to  its  natural  momentum 
of  fall  and  power,  and  while  an  upper  riparian  owner  may  erect 
a  dam  and  apply  the  water  to  a  beneficial  use,  and  may  use  all 
the  water,  if  he  still  permits  it  to  flow  in  its  accustomed  channel 
to  the  land  of  the  lower  proprietors,  yet  the  property  in  the 
water  is  not  divisible,  and  one  proprietor  may  not  take  what  he 
regards  as,  and  what  in  reference  to  the  right  to  use  the  water  as 
to  other  proprietors  on  the  same  dam,  his  specific  share  thereof 
would  be,  and  divert  it  from  another's  land.  Such  a  use  of  the 
water  would  create  an  actionable  nuisance.* 

'  People    V.    Canal    Appraisers,    13  rington  (Del.),  389  ;  Berry  ■».  Snyder,  3 

Wend.  (N.  T.)  355  ;  Brown  v.  Kennedy,  Bush.  (Ky.)  266. 

5  H.  &  Johns.  (Md'.)  195  ;  Middleton  v.  ^  Vanderburgh  v.  Vanderbergen,  13 

Pritchard,  3  Scam.  (111.)  510  ;  Morgan  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  313  ;  Blanchard  v.  Baker, 

«.  Reading,  3  S.  &  M.  (Miss.)  366 ;  Canal  8  Greenl.  (Me.)  353. 

Trustees  v.  Havens,  11  111.  554  ;  Rock-  *  Plumleigh  v.   Dawson,   1   Gilman 

well  1),  Baldwin,  53  id  19  ;  Hubbard  v.  (111.),  544 ;  Evans  ■».   Merriweather,  3 

Bell,  54  id.  510.  Scammon   (111.),  592  ;    Miller  «.  Mar- 

2  Dwyer  v.  Rich,  4  Irish  Rep.  (C.  L.)  shall,  5  Mur.  (Scotch)  28. 
424  Exchq. ;  Baily  «.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Har- 
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The  uses  of  water  may  properly  be  divided  into  two  classes, 
primary  and  secondary.  The  prima/ry  right  is  to  its  use  for 
domestic  purposes,  for  the  support  of  life  in  man  and  beast,  and 
the  secondary  right  is  its  use  for  manufacturing  and  other  bene- 
ficial purposes.'  Therefore,  if  there  is  not  more  than  sufficient 
water  in  a  stream  to  supply  the  primary  wants,  no  one  can  use 
the  water  for  any  of  the  secondary  purposes.* 

The  owner  of  the  banks  being  the  owner  of  the  bed  of  the 
stream  may  maintain  an  action  for  any  encroachment  upon  the 
aheus  without  showing  any  special  damage,  and  if,  from  any 
cause,  the  stream  becomes  dry,  or  its  course  is  changed,  he 
is  entitled  to  the  land  forming  the  old  bed.  But  while  the  water 
remains  in  the  old  bed  and  flows  over  it,  the  owner  of  the  banks 
cannot  interfere  with  the  alvfiits  in  such  a  manner  as  to  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  others.* 

Sec.  338.  Water-courses  are  streams  of  water  flowing  in  a  de- 
fined channel  between  banks,  and  are  either  natural  or  artificial, 
and  embrace  all  running  streams,  from  the  little  rivulet  that 
dances  noiselessly  along  its  tiny  pathway,  to  the  swift  running  and 
noisy  river  that  rushes  with  unresistless  fury  over  and  through  a 
vast  expanse  of  territory,  bearing  on  its  bosom  the  products  of 
the  country  through  which  it  traverses,  to  the  markets  of  the 
world.  It  is  not  ruecessary  that  the  water  flow  continuously.  If 
there  be  a  defined  channel,  and  water  flows  in  that  channel  at  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year,  while  at  others  it  is  dry,  this  is  a  water- 
course within  the  legal  import  of  the  term.  If  it  has  the  three 
requisites  of  a  water-course,  shore,  banks  and  channel,  and  has  a 
definite  source,  though  it  is  sometimes  dry,  it  is  nevertheless  a 
water-course.  But  in  order  to  entitle  a  stream  to  that  character 
it  must  have  a  source  independent  of  that  fitful  and  occasional 
character  that  results  from  the  falling  of  rain  or  the  melting  of 
snow.  In  Shields  v.  Arndt,  3  Green's  Ch.  (N.  J.)  234,  Chan- 
cellor Pennington  thus  defines  a  water-course :  "  There  must 
be  water  as  well  as  land,  and  it  must  be  a  stream  usually  flawing 

^  Dunn    t).  Hamilton,  2    S,  &  McL.  *  Lord  Norbury  v.  Batchen,  15  L.  T. 

(Scotch)  356.  (N.  S.)  511 ;  BickettJ  v.  Morris,  1  L.  R. 

-  Evans  v.  Merriweatlier,  3  Scam-  (Sc.)  47. 
mon  (IlL),  493. 
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in  a  pa/rtic'ular  direction.  It  need  not  flow  continually,  as  many 
streams  in  this  country  are  at  times  dry.  There  is  a  wide  dis- 
tinction, however,  between  a  regular  flowing  stream  of  water, 
which  at  certain  seasons  is  dried  up,  and  one  which  in  times  of  a 
freshet,  or  the  melting  of  snow,  descends  from  the  mountain  and 
inundates  the  country." 

In  Dickinson  v.  Worcester^  7  Allen  (Mass.),  19,  it  was  held  that 
an  action  would  not  lie  for  obstructing  the  flow  of  water  through 
an  artificial  ditch,  when  the  water  has  been  accumulated  from  rains, 
or  the  melting  of  snow,  or  the  under  draining  of  the  land. 

Sec.  339.  And  this  would  be  the  case  so  far  as  water  arising 
from  the  melting  of  snow  and  the  falling  of  rain  is  concerned, 
even  though  at  such  seasons  it  took  a  definite  channel.  But 
where  there  is  a  definite  source,  as  water  accumulated  in  wet 
swampy  ground,  and  running  off  upon  the  surface  in  a  definite 
channel,  and  not  dependent  upon  spasmodic  causes,  such  as  the 
falling  of  rain  or  the  melting  of  snow,  or  the  ever  varying  fluc- 
tuations of  the  season,  even  though  at  times  it  be  dry,  it  is  never- 
theless a  water-course.  So  too  where  water  rises  to  the  surface  of 
the  earth  from  a  spring,  and  flows  in  a  deflned  natural  channel  from 
the  lands  upon  which  it  arises  to  the  lands  of  another,  even  though 
the  stream  be  small,  and  not  of  sufficient  volume  or  force  to  break 
the  soil  over  which  it  flows,  yet  having  a  definite  source  and  a 
channel,  it  is  such  a  water-course  as  prevents  the  owner  of  the 
land  upon  which  it  originates  from  interfering  with  it  to  the 
injury  of  those  over  whose  land  it  flows.* 

Seo.  340.  Thus  in  Duddon  v.  The  Guardians  of  Glutton 
Union,  38  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  526,  which  was  a  case  where  the 
waters  from  a  spring  flowed  in  a  gully  or  natural  channel  to  a 
stream  on  which  a  mill  was  located,  the  defendant  cut  off"  the 
stream  at  its  source,  and  detained  the  water  in  a  tank,  under  a 
license  from  the  owner  of  the  soil  upon  which  the  spring  existed. 
The  owner  of  the  mill  brought  an  action  for  an  injury  to  his 

'  Dickinson  v.  Canal  Co.,  7  Exchq.    Ganed  v.  Martyn,  19  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  732 ; 
282  ;    Bangor    v.  Lansil,  51  Me.   535  ;    Eunor  v.  Barwell,  4  L.  T.  (N,  S.)  597. 
Ashley  ^.Walcott,  11  Cush.  (Mass.)  192 ; 
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water-course,  and  the  court  held  that  this  obstruction  of  the  water 
of  the  spring  constituted  an  actionable  nuisance. 

Maetin,  B.,  said :  "  The  owners  of  land  from  its  source  to  the 
sea  have  a  natural  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  of  it.  A  river 
begins  at  its  source  when  it  comes  to  the  surface,  and  the  owner 
of  the  land  on  which  it  rises  cannot  monopolize  all  the  water  at 
its  source,  so  as  to  prevent  its  reaching  the  lands  of  proprietors 
below." 

Pollock,  C.  B.,  said  :  "  This  was  a  natural  spring,  the  waters 
from  which  had  acquired  a  natural  channel,  from  its  source  to  the 
river.  It  is  absurd  to  say  that  a  man  may  take  the  water  of  such 
a  stream  four  feet  from  its  surface." 

In  the  case  of  Gillett  v.  Johnson,  30  Conn,  180,  there  was  a 
spring  on  the  lands  of  the  defendant,  some  sixteen  rods  from  the 
plaintiff's  land,  which  supplied  a  small  stream  of  water  that  ran 
to  the  plaintiff 's  land.  The  water  as  it  came  from  the  spring  was 
sufficient  to  fill  a  half-inch  pipe,  and  the  flow  was  constant  and 
uniform.  For  seven  rods  the  stream  descended  rapidly  in  a  well- 
defined  course  to  a  piece  of  marshy  ground,  where  it  spread,  so 
that  its  flow  was  sluggish  and  not  swift  enough  to  break  the  turf 
over  which  it  flowed,  but  sufiicient  to  form  a  slow  sluggish  current 
along  the  surface  of  the  ground,  in  a  natural  depression  to  a  water- 
ing place  within  the  plaintiff's  land.  The  court  held  that  this 
was  a  water-course,  and  that  while  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  a 
reasonable  use  of  the  water  for  the  purposes  of  irrigation,  etc., 
yet  he  was  bound  not  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply of  water  for  his  watering  place  below. 

Sec.  341.  "When  water  takes  a  definite  channel,  and  has  a  defi- 
nite source  as  a  spring,  it  assumes  the  attributes  of  a  water-course 
at  its  source,  and  entitles  every  person  through  whose  land  it  flows 
to  all  the  rights  of  riparian  owners,  and  the  owner  of  the  soil 
upon  which  it  originates  has  no  more  right  to  divert  it  at  its 
source,  so  as  to  interfere  with  its  natural  flow  in  its  usual  channel 
to  the  owners  of  the  land  below,  than  he  would  have  to  divert 
the  flow  of  a  river  from  its  natural  and  usual  course.* 

1  Duddon  v.  Guardians,  etc.,  1  H.  &  N.  630. 

40 
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Sec.  342.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  not  the  quantity  of 
water  that  makes  a  water-course,  but  the  definite  source,  the  chan- 
nel, the  banks,  and  the  water.  With  these  attributes,  however 
small  the  supply  of  water,  or  however  insignificant  the  uses  to 
which  it  may  be  applied,  it  is  a  water-course  within  the  purview 
of  the  law,  and  gives  to  every  person  through  whose  land  it  flows 
the  right  of  riparian  owners,  and  any  interference  therewith  in 
violation  of  the  rights  of  others,  either  at  its  source  or  elsewhere 
in  the  stream,  is  an  actionable  nuisance.^ 

Sec.  343.  In  Luther  v.  Winiiisimet  Co.,  9  Cush.  (Mass.)  171, 
BiGELOw,  J.,  thus  defines  a  water-course :  "  A  stream  of  water 
usually  flowing  in  a  definite  channel  having  a  bed,  sides  or  banks, 
and  usually  discharging  itself  into  some  other  stream  or  bed  of 
water.  To  constitute  a  water-course  the  size  of  the  stream  is  not 
important ;  it  might  be  very  small,  and  the  flow  of  the  water  need 
not  be  constant.  But  it  must  be  something  more  than  a  mere 
surface  drainage  over  the  entire  face  of  a  tract  of  land,  occasioned 
by  unusual  freshets,  or  other  extraordinary  causes." 

Sec.  344.  In  a  recent  case  in  Massachusetts''  it  appeared  that 
from  time  immemorial  a  natural  stream  of  water  had  flowed 
across  the  road  and  upon  the  defendant's  lands  and  across  the 
same.  That  for  a  part  of  the  way  it  ran  in  a  regularly 
defined  channel,  but  when  within  about  five  rods  of  the  plain- 
tiff's land  the  water  spread  out  over  the  surface  of  the  ground 
covering  a  space  a  few  rods  in  width,  and  so  ran  upon  and  across 
the  plaintiff's  land,  in  which  was  a  level  meadow,  and  irrigating 
it  in  a  valuable  manner,  through  its  whole  length  —  about  seven 
rods  —  and  thence  on  to  land  of  other  owners  beyond.  That 
from  the  point  where  it  spread  out  upon  the  surface  of  the  defend- 
ant's land  it  flowed  in  no  defined  channel  either  on  the  plaintiff's 
or  defendant's  land,  but  at  a  point  a  short  distance  after  it  left 
the  plaintiff's  land  it  assumed  a  definite  channel  again  and  formed 
a  small  brook,  and  thus  ran  to  the  river. 

1  Gillett  V.  Johnson,  30  Conn.  180 ;        *  Macomber  v.   Godfrey,  108   Mass. 
Luther  v.  Winnisimet,  9  Cush.  (Mass.)    319 ;  11  Am.  Rep.  349. 
193  ;  Kauflman  v.  Griesmier,  36  Penn. 
St.  407. 
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The  defendant  diverted  the  water  and  turned  it  so  that  no  part 
of  it  reached  the  plaintiffs  land,  thus  injuring  his  crops.  Chap- 
man, C.  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  says :  "  If 
the  whole  of  the  stream  had  sunk  into  the  defendant's  soil,  and 
no  water  had  remained  to  pnss  to  the  plaintiff's  land  except 
under  the  surface,  it  would  have  ceased  to  be  a  water-course,  and 
the  plaintiff  would  have  had  no  right  to  it,'  Or  if  the  water  had 
only  flowed  in  temporary  outbursts,  caused  by  melting  snow  or 
by  rain,  it  would  have  been  surface  water  merely,"  and  the  defend- 
ant might  have  diverted  it,  and  the  plaintiff  might  have  raised 
barriers  on  his  land  to  prevent  its  flowing  upon  his  land.^  But 
when,  owing  to  the  level  character  of  the  land,  it  spreads  out 
over  a  wide  space  without  any  apparent  banks,  yet  usually  flows 
in  a  continuous  current,  and  passes  over  the  surface  of  the  land 
below,  it  continues  to  be  a  water-course.*  If  the  plaintiff  had 
erected  a  barrier  to  keep  it  from  his  land,  it  would  evidently  have 
accumulated  by  its  natural  and  regular  flow  upon  the  defendant's 
land,  not  merely  when  there  are  melting  snows  and  rains,  but  at 
all  seasons.  We  cannot  doubt  that  not  only  the  defendant,  but 
all  the  lower  proprietors,  could  have  maintained  an  action  against 
the  plaintiff  for  any  damage  caused  by  such  obstruction,  for  it 
has  a  regular  and  permanent  flow  from  a  definite  source,  and  its 
usual  course  is  in  a  channel,  with  a  well-defined  bed  and  banks, 
and  neither  upon  the  land  of  the  plaintiff  or  of  the  defendant 
does  it  lose  this  character." 

A  stream  flowing  underground,  the  existence  of  which  is 
known,  as  well  as  the  source  of  supply,  and  having  an  open  out- 
let, is  a  water-course,  and  cannot  be  interfered  with  any  more  than 
a  stream  upon  the  surface.  But  if  nothing  is  known  as  to  its 
source,  the  owner  of  the  land  may  deal  with  it  as  he  pleases,  and 
if  in  the  uses  to  which  he  puts  his  laud,  or  in  draining  it,  he  taps 
the  spring  from  which  it  originates,  no  action  lies.  The  spring  is 
cut  off  before  it  reaches  the  surface,*  but,  if  it  has  reached  the 

'  Broadbent     v.     Ramsbotham,    11  (Mass.),  106 ;  Franklin  v.  Fisk,  13  id. 

Exchq.  602  ;  Buffum  v.  Harris,  5  R.  I.  211. 

243.  4  Giiiett  V.  Johnson,  30  Conn.  180 

*  Ashley  v.  Wolcott,  11  Cush.  (Mass.)  *  Pollock,  C.  B.,  in  Duddon  v.  Guar 

192.  dians,  etc.,  7  H.  &  N.  630  ;  Haldman  v 

^  Gannon     v.    Har^don,     10    Allen  Bruckhart,  45  Penn.  St.  514. 
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surface  and  discharges  itself  in  a  definite  channel  over  it,  the 
owner  of  the  land  has  no  right  to  interfere  therewith.* 

Sec.  345.  It  maj  be  understood  in  the  outset  that  the  mere 
ownership  of  the  soil  over  which  water  flows  gives  no  special  or 
beneficial  interest  in  the  water.  It  is  rather  the  ownership  of 
the  banks  on  either  side  of  the  stream  that  creates  and  upholds 
the  right,  and  the  owner  of  the  bed  of  the  stream  can  do  no  act 
that  will  in  any  measure  interfere  with  the  beneficial  uses  to 
which  the  owner  of  the  banks  of  the  stream  and  the  lands  adja- 
cent may  reasonably  apply  it.°  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  while 
one  owner  upon  the  banks  of  a  stream  may  own  the  whole  land 
covered  by  the  water,  yet  he  thereby  acquires  no  additional  rights 
to  the  water  itself,  as  against  the  owner  of  the  opposite  bank,  nor 
can  he  for  that  reason  interfere  with  the  beneficial  uses  to  which 
the  owner  of  the  opposite  banks  may  reasonably  apply  the  water, 
any  more  than  he  could  if  each  owned  the  bed  of  the  stream  to 
the  middle  channel  thereof." 

The  right  of  the  owners  of  land  along  which  water  flows  is 
not  in  any  measure  dependent  upon  prescription  or  presumed 
grant.  It  is  a  purely  natural  right  incident  to  the  land  and 
growing  out  of  the  ownership  and  possession  thereof.  As  such 
owner  of  the  land  he  becomes  vested  with  all  the  rights  of  a 
riparian  owner,  and,  although  he  may,  by  virtue  of  such  owner- 
ship, grant  to  others  the  right  to  use  the  water  as  he  might  use  it, 
yet  he  cannot  confer  upon  another  the  rights  of  a  riparian  owner, 
without  a  conveyance  of  the  soil  upon  the  margin  of  the  stream. 
The  distinction  between  the  rights  of  the  owner  of  the 
soil  and  one  who  holds  a  simple  water  right  by  grant  from  the 
land  owner,  is  broad  and  important,  and  cannot  be  ignored. 
Thus  while  one  riparian  owner  may  maintain  an  action  against 
another  owner  above  or  below  him  on  the  stream  for  an  interfer- 
ence therewith  that  is  prejudicial  to  him,  and  in  violation  of  his 
rights,  yet  one  who  derives  from  one  riparian  owner  a  right  to 
take  water  from  the  stream,  but  has  no  right  or  title  to  the  banks 
thereof,  cannot  maintain  an  action  against  another  riparian  owner 

'  Dickinson  v.  Canal  Co.,  7  Ex.  282.  Stockport  Water-works  Co.  v.  Potter,  3 
«  Phear  on  Rights  of  Water,  p.  13.  H.  &  C.  300 ;  Hartshorn  v.  Wright, 
"Wood    V.    Waud,  3    Exchq.    748;    Peters  (0.  C.  U.  S.),  64. 
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for  any  interference  therewith.  He  may  maintain  an  action 
against  his  grantor  for  any  interference  by  him  with  the  rights 
that  were  given  by  the  grant,  but  the  right  of  action  grows  out 
of  the  contract  between  them,  and  extends  no  farther,  and  the 
reason  is,  that  the  rights  of  a  riparian  owner  cannot  be  detached 
from  the  soil  out  of  which  they  arise,  and  to  which  they  are  inci- 
dent, and  therefore  cannot  be  transferred  without  an  actual  con- 
veyance of  the  soil  itself.' 


Sec.  346,  In  all  cases  where  no  other  title  exists,  priority  of 
appropriation  gives  the  better  right,  and  all  those  who  are  subse- 
quent in  point  of  appropriation  take  the  water  subject  to  the 
rights  of  the  prior  occupant."     But  as  between  riparian  owners 

'  Stockport  Water-works  Co.  v.  Pot- 
ter, 3  H.  &  C.  300 ;  Nutall  v.  Bracewell, 
2  L.  R.  Excliq.  1 ;  Laing  v.  Whaley,  3 
H.  &  N.  675 ;  Hill  v.  Tupper,  2  H.  &  C. 
121.  In  Laing  v.  Whaley,  supra,  the 
plaintiffs  were  the  owners  of  a  mine 
which  they  worked  by  means  of  a 
steam  engine,  the  water  to  feed  which 
was  taken  from  a  canal  by  the  consent 
of  one  of  the  owners. 

The  defendants  were  the  proprietors 
of  certain  chemical  works  upon  the 
canal  in  question  into  which  they  dis- 
charged the  refuse  from  their  works 
by  the  same  right  that  the  plaintiffs 
used  the  water  for  their  engine.  The 
result  was  that  the  waters  of  the  canal 
were  corrupted  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
seriously  impair  their  use  by  the  plain- 
tiffs. In  the  court  of  exchequer  upon 
a  motion  in  arrest  (judgment  having 
been  given  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  court 
below),  WiGHTMAX,  J.,  said:  "I  can 
find  nothing  in  the  declaration  to  show 
that  the  defendant,  by  fouling  the 
water,  injured  any  right  of  the  plain- 
tiffs, nor  that  as  against  them  he  can 
be  regarded  as  a  wrong-doer.  I  am, 
therefore,  of  the  opinion,  that  the 
declaration  does  not  show  any  right  of 
action  against  the  defendant.  *  *  * 
Neither  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  are 
riparian  proprietors,  and  each  appears 
to  have  done  what  they  did  by  the  per- 
mission or  sufferance  of  the  owners  of 
the  canal,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  defendant  is  entitled  to  our  judg- 
ment," but  a  majority  of  the  court 
were  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  verdict 
and  the  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  was 


affirmed  ;  but  the  case  is  clearly  in  con- 
flict  with  Hill  v.  Tupper,  supra,  which 
is  a  later  case,  and  Stockport  Water- 
works Co.  V.  Potter,  in  which  it  was  held 
that  the  rights  which  a  riparian  owner 
has  in  respect  to  the  water  of  a  stream 
are  derived  entirely  from  his  posses- 
sion of  land  abutting  on  the  river.  If 
he  grants  away  any  portion  of  his 
estate  so  abutting  the  grantee  becomes 
a  riparian  owner,  and  has  similar 
rights.  But  that  if  he  grants  away  a 
portion  of  his  estate  not  so  abutting  on 
the  river,  the  grantee  has  no  water 
rights  by  virtue  of  his  possession,  and 
can  only  take  by  grant  as  against  the 
grantor. 

•■*  Pool  n.  Lewis,  44  Ga.  162.  In  Tyler 
V.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason  (C.  C.  U.  S.},  397, 
Story,  J.,  says :  "  Mere  priority  of 
occupation  of  running  water,  without 
consent  or  grant,  confers  no  exclusive 
right.  It  is  not  like  the  case  of  mere 
occupancy  where  the  first  occupant 
takes  by  force  of  his  priority  of  occu- 
pation. That  supposes  no  ownership 
already  existing  and  no  right  to  the 
one  already  acquired.  But  our  law 
awards  to  the  riparian  owners  the  right 
to  the  use  in  common,  as  one  incident 
to  the  land,  and  whoever  seeks  to 
found  an  exclusive  use  must  establish 
a  rightful  appropriation  by  some 
means  known  and  admitted  by  the 
law." 

This  seems  to  be  the  generally  ac- 
cepted doctrine  in  this  country. 

Davis  v.  Fuller,  12  Vt.  178 ;  Wads- 
worth  V.  Tillotson,  15  Conn.  213  ;  Heath 
V.  Williams,  25  Me.  209;   Plumley  v. 
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priority  of  appropriation  gives  no  superior  right  except  to  the 
extent  that  no  owner  above  him  who  has  appropriated  the  water 
can  pen  it  back  so  as  to  detain  it  unreasonably,  nor  can  one  below 
throw  the  water  back  upon  him.  In  the  former  instance  others 
coming  upon  the  stream  may  acquire  the  right  to  the  residuum 
of  the  water,  but  their  use  is  subordinate  to  prior  appropriations 
in  the  order  of  appropriation,  and  is  subject  to  such  a  condition 
of  things  as  exist  at  the  time  of  the  appropriation.  Not  only  is 
this  so,  but  the  rule  is  carried  still  farther,  and  he  is  estopped  from 
doing  any  thing  which,  in  the  ordinary  and  natural  course  of 
things,  will  operate  to  abridge  those  prior  uses.^ 


Dawson,  1  Gil.  (111.)  544 ;  Bullen  v.  Run- 
nels, 2  N.  H.  257  ;  McAlmont  «.  Whit- 
taker,  3  Ravvle  (Peuu.),  84  ;  Baldwin  v. 
Calkins,  10  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  167.  There 
are  authorities  to  the  contrary  in 
which  it  is  held  that  prior  occupancy 
merely  gives  a  superior  right.  That  a 
diversion  of  a  water-course,  without 
injury  to  those  lower  down  the  stream, 
i»  the  violation  of  a  right  for  which 
the  law  implies  damages,  and  an  action 
may  be  sustained.  But  it  may  be  now 
considered  the  settled  doctrine  both  in 
this  country  and  England,  that  no 
superior  rights  can  be  acquired  to  the 
use  of  the  water  of  a  stream,  unless 
by  the  user  of  the  same  adversely  for 
the  statutory  period  in  such  a  way  that 
at  any  time  within  that  period  other 
owners  were  so  far  injured  by  a  viola- 
tion of  their  legal  rights  that  they 
might  have  maintained  an  action  for 
such  injury.  Norton  ■«.  Valentine,  14 
Vt.  239  ;  Pugh  v.  Wheeler,  2  Dev.  & 
Bat.  (N.  C.)  50 ;  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  B.  & 
Ad.  1  ;  also,  1  B.  «Sc  Ad.  1 ;  Piatt  v.  John- 
son, 15  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  213  ;  Palmer  v. 
Mulligan,  3  Caines  (N.  Y.),397  ;  Merritt 
V.  Brinkerhoflf,  17  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  306 ; 
Pool  V.  Lewis,  4  Ga.  162. 

1  Mason  v.  Hill,  1  B.  &  Ad.  1.  In 
Proctor  V.  Jennings,  6  Nevada,  83,  it 
was  held  that  a  person  appropriating  a 
water  right  on  a  stream  already  partly 
appropriated  acquires  a  right  to  the 
surplus  or  residuum  he  appropriates  ; 
and  those  who  acquired  prior  rights, 
whether  above  or  below  him  on  the 
stream,  cannot  change  or  extend  their 
use  of  water  to  his  prejudice,  but  are 
limited  to  the  rights  enjoyed  by  them 
when  he  secured  his.  At  common  law 
riparian  proprietors  were  entitled  to 


have  the  water  naturally  flowing  over 
or  past  their  land  continue  so  to  flow 
without  interruption  or  diminution. 

But  in  California,  owing  to  the  pecul- 
iar situation  of  the  lands  therein  (be 
longing  to  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, but  thrown  open  to  the  common 
use  of  miners  and  others),  a  different 
rule  has  properly  been  adopted.  There 
the  first  appropriator  of  the  water  is 
held  entitled  without  regard  to  the 
occupancy  of  the  lands  over  which  the 
water  naturally  flowed.  Ortman  v. 
Dixon,  13  Cal.  33 ;  McDonald  v.  Asken, 
29  id.  207  ;  Kelly  v.  Natoma  Water  Co., 
6  id.  105  ;  McKinny  v.  Smith,  21  id.  374. 
As  to  rights  acquired  by  appropration 
see  the  following  cases : 

In  Maine,  Lincoln  v.  Chadborn, 
56  Me.  197 ;  Davis  v.  Winslow,  51 
id.  29U ;  Davis  v.  Getchell,  50  id.  604 ; 
Butman  v.  Hussey,  12  id.  407  ;  Heath 
V.  Williams,  25  id.  209  ;  Blanchard  v. 
Baker,  8  id.  253. 

In  Nevada,  Lobdell  v.  Simpson,  2 
Nev.  274 ;  Robinson  v.  Imp'l  Co. ,  5  id.  44. 

In  Massachusetts,  Cary  v.  Daniels,  8 
Mete.  466  ;  Thurber  v.  Martin,  2  Gray, 
394 ;  Brace  v.  Yale,  10  Allen,  441  ; 
Springfield  v.  Harris,  4  id.  494  ;  Gould 
V.  Boston  Duck  Co.,  13  Gray,  442;  Hatch 
V.  Dwight,  17  Mass.  289  ;  Sumner  v. 
Tileston,  7  Pick.  198 ;  Smith  v.  Aga- 
wam  Canal  Co.,  2  Allen,  355  ;  Chandler 
V.  Howland,  7  Gray,  384. 

In  Vermont,  Martin  v.  Bigelow,  2 
Aiken,  184  ;  Davis  v.  Fuller,  12  Vt.  178. 

In  Connecticut,  Tucker  v.  Jewett,  11 
Conn.  311  ;  King  v.  Tiffany,  9  id.  162  ; 
Buddington  v.  Bradley,  10  id.  213 ; 
Twiss  V.  Baldwin,  9  id.  271 ;  Ingraham 
V.  Hutchinson,  2  id.  584 ;  Sherwood  v. 
Burr,  4  Day,  244. 
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Sec.  347.  Each  riparian  owner  upon  a  stream  has  a  right  to  use 
the  water  in  a  reasonable  way,  for  domestic  purposes,  for  the  irri- 
gation of  his  land,  or  for  the  propulsion  of  machinery,  if  the  quan- 
tity of  water  in  the  stream  will  warrant  such  use  above  domestic 
uses.     Indeed,  he  may  use  it  for  any  of  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
life,  but  his  use  must  be  such  as  not  to  interfere  measurably  with 
the  rights  of  those  above  or  below  him  on  the  stream.     But  the 
right  to  use  water  for  domestic  purposes  •  does  not  justify  the  use 
of  an  equal  quantity  thereof  for  other  purposes,  even  though  none 
is  used  or  required  for  domestic  purposes  by  the  riparian  owner. 
This  was  held  where  a  railroad  company  was  the  owner  of  the 
banks  of  a  stream.     The  company  appropriated  a  portion  of  the 
water  of  the  stream  for  the  purposes  of  the  road,  insisting  upon 
their  right  to  do  so  so  long  as  they  did  not  appropriate  more  than 
would  be  required  for  ordinary  domestic  purposes.     But  the  court 
held  that,  while  a  riparian  owner  had  a  right  to  use  the  water  of 
a  stream  for  special  purposes,  this  did  not  authorize  him  to  use 
an  equal  quantity  for  any  other  purpose,  and  that  it  made  no 
difference  that  from  the  very  nature  of  things  the  water  would 
never  be  required  by  them  for  such  special  purposes."     He  may 
confine  the  water  by  a  dam  erected  across  the  stream,  or  by  othei 
artificial  means,  but  he  is  bound  at  his  peril  to  provide  against 
injury  to  those  above  or  below  him  on  the  stream  from  any  usual 
or  ordinary  cause,  such  as  prudence  would  suggest  from  the  con- 
dition of  the  country,  and  the  lessons  of  its  experience.     He  is 
bound  to  observe  the  effects  of  the  dam  at  the  time  when  it  is 
built,  as  well  as  at  all  oeasons  o+'  the  year,  and  to  adapt  it  in 
strength,  height,  and  in  all  respects  to  the  ordinary  and  usual 
state  of  things  upon  the  stream."     If  it  is  located  where  freshets 
and  floods  come  at  regular  or  periodical  intervals,  and  with  extra- 
ordinary severity,  he  must  adopt  all  the  precautions  that  reasona- 
ble prudence  would  suggest,  to  avoid  injury  to  others  above  or 

In  Georgia,  Pool  v.  Lewis,  41  Ga.  168.  Barb.  (S.  C.)  311.  Also  the  following 
In  Pennsylvania,  Hartzall  v.  Sill,  12  English  cases  :  Mason  v.  Hill,  B.  &  Ad. 
Penn.  St.  348  ;  Hay  v.  Sterritt,  2  Watts,     1  ;  Franklin  v.  Falmouth,  6  C.  &  P.  529 ; 
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Cox  V.  Matthews,  1  Ventris,  237. 


In  Neio  Jersey,  Shreve  v.  Voorhees,  '  Attorney-General  v.  Great  Eastern 

2  Green's  Oh.  25.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  W.  R.  1187 ;  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 
In  New  York,  Merritt  v.  Brinkerhoff,  284. 

17  Johns.  .306  ;  Amelvany  v.  Jaggers,  ^  Inhabitants  of  China  v.  South  wick, 

3  Hill,    634 ;    Coming  v.  Iron  Co.,  8  3  Fairfax  (Me.),  238. 
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below  him  on  the  stream,  and  failing  in  that,  he  is  liable  for  all 
the  injuries  that  his  dam  inflicts.' 

But  from  injuries  that  result  from  unusual,  extraordinary  or 
unforeseen  causes,  such  as  extraordinary  floods,  or  storms,  no  lia- 
bility exists,  provided  he  has  used  reasonable  care  to  guard  against 
such  conditions  as  are  ordinarily  incident  to  the  stream.* 


Sec.  348,  The  rule  is  that  each  proprietor  upon  a  stream  who 
appropriates  the  water  by  artificial  means  for  the  propulsion  of 
machinery  or  otherwise,  must  do  so  in  a  reasonable  manner,  both 
as  respects  the  structure  by  which  the  water  is  confined  and  in  its 
use,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with 
its  natural  flow.  He  must  not  detain  it  too  long,  so  as  to  set  it 
back  upon  those  above  him  on  the  stream,  or  so  as  to  keep  it  from 
going  to  those  below  in  its  ordinary  and  usual  flow.     Neither 


1  Bell  V.  McClintock,  9  Watts  (Penn.) 
119.  In  Bailey  v.  The  Mayor  of  New 
York,  2  Denio  (N.  Y.),  433,  it  appeared 
that  the  city  of  New  York,  through  its 
proper  officers,  erected  a  dam  across 
the  Croton  river  so  as  to  divert  the 
water  thereof  for  the  use  of  the  city. 
The  dam  was  erected  of  sufficient 
strength  and  capacity  to  resist  the 
usual  and  ordinary  floods  incident  to 
the  section,  but  was  not  of  sufficient 
strength  to  resist  the  extraordinary 
floods  that  it  was  shown  upon  the  trial 
occasionally  arose  upon  the  river,  and 
upon  the  happening  of  one  of  those 
the  dam  waS"  swept  away,  and  the 
plaintiff's  buildings  were  destroyed. 
It  was  held  that  the  city  was  liable  for 
the  damage  that  ensued.  That  the 
lessons  of  experience  having  demon- 
strated the  occasional  occurrence  of 
these  heavy  freshets,  made  it  the  duty 
of  the  city  to  provide  against  them,  by 
the  erection  of  such  a  dam  as  would  be 
dictated  by  that  degree  of  prudence 
which  a  prudent  man  would  exercise 
if  the  whole  loss  and  damage  was  his 
own.  In  the  case  of  Lapham  v.  Cur- 
tis, 5  Vt.  871,  it  was  held  that  every 
person  who  erects  a  dam  is  bound  to 
use  ordinary  care  in  its  construction 
and  maintenance,  and  in  drawing  off  the 
water  so  as  to  prevent  injury  to  those 
below  him  on  the  stream,  and  failing 
in  that  is  liable  for  all  the  damages 
that  ensue. 

In  Proctor  v.  Jennings,  8  Nev.  83,  it 


was  held  that  when  a  dam  was  erected 
on  a  stream  below  another's  mill,  and 
so  as  to  not  at  the  time  to  interfere 
with  it,  but  subsequently,  on  account 
of  a  new  process  of  mining  going  into 
operation  on  the  stream  above,  extra- 
ordinary quantities  of  sediment  were 
deposited  so  as  with  the  dam  to  inter- 
fere with  the  mill  above.  Held,  that 
as  the  injuries  resulting  to  the  mill 
were  not  occasioned  immediately  by 
the  dam,  but  by  unforeseen  and  for- 
tuitous circumstances  happening  after- 
ward, though  acting  in  connection  with 
it  the  owner  of  the  dam  was  not  re- 
sponsible. 

In  that  case  it  was  held  that  a  dam 
erected  on  a  stream  in  nowise  injuri- 
ous or  prejudicial  at  the  time  of  its 
erection  to  a  mill  above,  but  which,  by 
reason  of  circumstances  that  could  not 
have  been  anticipated,  happening  sub- 
sequently and  operating  in  connection 
with  it,  causes  the  water  to  flow  back 
upon  the  mill,  is  not  such  an  obstruc- 
tion as  to  authorize  its  abatement  or 
justify  a  recovery  of  damages  algainSt 
the  person  building  it. 

*  Lapham  v.  Curtis,  5  Vt.  371.  It  is 
not  enough  that  the  dam  is  sufficient 
for  ordinary  floods,  if  the  stream  is 
occasionally  subject  to  great  floods, 
those  must  also  be  provided  against, 
and  the  dam  must  be  built  with  a  view 
to  resisting  them.  Mayor  of  New 
York  V.  Bailey,  3  Denio  (N.  Y.),  433. 
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must  he  discharge  it  fitfully  and  in  excessive  quantities,  but  must 
regulate  his  use  as  a  reasonably  prudent  man  would  do,  in  view  of 
the  usual  and  natural  flow  ol  the  stream,  and  consistently  with 
the  unavoidable  and  necessary,  disturbance  which  a  proper  and 
lawful  use  of  it  for  the  operation  of  his  power  requires,  keeping 
within  the  limits  of  his  right  and  adapting  his  use  of  the  water 
to  the  capacity  of  the  stream  and  the  quantity  of  water  flowing 
there.'  The  question  of  reasonableness  is  one  that  must  neces- 
sarily depend  upon  the  varying  circumstances  of  each  case,  upon 
the  size  of  the  stream,  the  uses  to  which  it  is  applied,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  used,  and  is  necessarily  a  question  for  the 
jury.' 


Sec.  349.  The  water  may  be  raised  by  a  dam  so  as  to  keep  it 
up  to  his  neighbor's  line,  but  he  is  bound  at  his  peril  not  to  raise 
it  above  the  line  so  as  to  flow  his  land,  and  lie  will  be  answerable 
for  all  injuries  that  result  from  such  causes  as  are  usual  and 
ordinarily  incident  to  the  locality,  by  rises  in  the  stream  which 
might  be  reasonably  anticipated  during  any  season  of  the  year. 
If  the  stream  is  in  a  section  of  country  where  at  certain  seasons 
of  the  year  at  regular  intervals  large  bodies  of  rain  fall,  so  as  to 
swell  the  stream  to  unusual  proportions,  or  where  large  bodies  of 
snow  fall,  which  in  melting  finds  its  way  into  the  stream  and 
creates  a  freshet  or  flood,  a  much  higher  degree  of  care  is  required 
than  in  a  section  where  these  occurrences  are  the  exception  rather 
than  the  rule.     In  the  one  case  he  who  pens  up  the  stream  by  a 


^  Mabie  v.  Mattison,  17  Wis.  1.  In 
Shaw  V.  Cumiskey,  7  Pick.  (Mass.)  76, 
the  defendant  dug  a  ditch  so  as  to  con- 
vey the  washings  from  his  brewery 
into  a  clay  pit  in  the  plaintiff's  back 
yard.  This  was  held  an  actionable 
nuisance. 

In  Merritt  v.  Parker,  Coxe  (N.  J.),  460, 
it  was  held  that  an  upper  owner  on  a 
stream  could  not  increase  the  quantity 
of  water  that  flows  in  a  stream  with- 
out the  consent  of  a  lower  owner. 

In  Merritt  v.  Brinkerhoff,  17  Johns. 
(N.  Y.),  it  was  held  that  an  upper 
owner  could  not  legally  detain  the 
water  in  his  pond  and  then  discharge 
it  fitfully  and  in  unusual  quantities 
upon  lower  owners. 

41 


The  principle  upon  which  these  cases 
are  predicated  is,that  any  act  of  a  person 
that  changes  the  natural  flow  of  run- 
ning water  to  the  damage  of  another, 
is  an  interference  with  his  rights,  and 
an  actionable  nuisance. 

In  Hetrick  v.  Deuchler,  6  Penn.  32, 
the  court  held  that  where  water  was  de- 
tained and  then  let  oflF  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  flood  the  plaintiff" 's  mill,  the 
question  as  to  the  reasonableness  of 
the  detention  was  for  the  jury. 

'  Springfield  v.  Harris,  4  Allen 
(Mass.),  496  ;  Davis  v.  Getchell,  50  Me. 
604;  Ferrea  v.  Knipe,  28  Cal.  348; 
Casebeer  v.  Mowrey,  55  I  enn.  St.  423. 
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dam,  is  bound  at  his  peril  to  guard  against  damage  to  others  there, 
from,  either  from  storm  or  flood,  while  in  the  other,  only  reason- 
able care  is  required,  and  no  liability  attaches  because  the  damage 
is  the  result  of  unusual,  extraordinary  and  unforeseen  causes.' 

Seo.  350.  Every  owner  of  a  dam  upon  a  stream  is  bound  to 
keep  it  in  proper  repair,  and  in  this  respect  must  exercise  such 
care  as  is  dictated  by  reasonable  prudence,  and  for  any  failure  in 
this  duty  he  is  answerable  to  those  below  as  well  as  above  him  on 
the  stream,  for  all  damages  which  arise  to  them  therefrom.  He 
must,  in  the  size,  height,  and  strength  of  his  dam,  as  has  previ- 
ously been  stated,  have  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  stream 
in  its  natural  condition  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  must  not 
interfere  with  its  natural  flow  so  as  to  injure  the  rights  of  those 
above  or  below  him  on  the  stream.  If  he  raises  his  dam  to  an 
unreasonable  height  so  as  to  throw  the  water  back  upon  those 
above  him  on  the  stream  to  their  injury,  or  if  he  discharges  it  in 
an  unusual  or  unreasonable  manner  so  that  it  would  naturally 
flow  over  the  lands  of  those  below  him  to  their  injury,  he  has 
created  a  nuisance,  and  is  liable  for  all  the  consequences."  It  is 
the  right  of  every  riparian  owner  to  have  the  water  come  to  his 
land  in  its  natural  channel,  and  by  its  natural  flow,  undiminished 
in  quantity,  and  unimpaired  in  quality,  except  to  that  extent  that 
results  from  a  reasonable  .use  of  the  water  by  other  owners  upon 
the  stream ;  and  it  may  fairly  be  said  that  any  use  of  the  water 
by  one  owner  which  essentially  interferes  with  its  natural  flow  to 
the  injury  of  any  owner  upon  the  stream,  whether  above  or  below 
him,  is  an  actionable  nuisance.* 

1  Dorman  v.  Ames,  Minn.  451.  (Ch.)  203  ;  China  v.  Southwick,  3  Fair- 
In  Cooper  V.  Barber,  3  Taunt.  99,  the  fax  (Me.),  338. 
defendant  had  for  many  years  penned  ^  Richardson  v.  Kier,  34  Cal.  69  ;  Hill 
back  the  water  of  a  stream  for  the  v.  Ward,  2  Gil.  (111.)  285  ;  Lapham  v. 
purpose  of  irrigation,  so  that  the  water  Curtis,  5  Vt.  371 ;  Mayor  ■».  Bailey,  3 
percolated  through  the  neighboring  Denio  (N.  Y.),  433 ;  Rex  v.  TraflFord,  1 
soil.  The  plaintiff  erected  a  house  B.  &  Ad.  874 ;  Farquharson  ■».  Farquhar- 
upon  the  land,  and,  receiving  injury  son,  3  Bligh,  421  ;  Johns  v.  Stevens,  3 
from  the  percolation  of  the  water,  the  Vt.  308  ;  Hodges  v.  Hodges,  5  Mete, 
court  held  that   a  recovery  could   be  (Mass.)  205. 

had,  even  though  the  injury  occurred  ^  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason  (U.  S. 

only  in  times  of  high  water.  C.  C),  400;  Webb  v.  Portland  Manufac- 

Williams  v.  Gale.  3  H.  &  Johns.  (Md.)  turing  Co.,  3  Sumner  (U.  S.  C.  C),  189; 

231  ;  Wright  v.  Howard,  1  Sim.  &  Sta.  Bowman  v.  Latham,  2  McLean  (U.  S. 

C.  C ),  376. 
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The  rights  of  riparian  owners  upon  a  water-course  were  well 
defined  by  the  court  in  Miner  v.  Gilmour,  13  Moore's  P.  C.  131, 
as  follows :  "  Every  riparian  owner  has  a  right  to  the  reasonable 
use  of  the  water  flowing  past  his  land  for  domestic  purposes,  and 
for  his  cattle,  and  this,  without  regard  to  the  eflfect  which  such 
use  may  have,  in  case  of  a  deficiency,  upon  proprietors  lower 
down  the  stream.  He  has  also  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  water 
for  any  other  purpose,  provided  he  does  not  thereby  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  other  proprietors  above  or  below  him._ 

Subject  to  this  condition  a  riparian  proprietor  may  dam  up  the 
stream  for  the  purpose  of  a  mill,  or  divert  the  water  for  the  pur- 
pose of  irrigation. 

But  he  has  no  right  to  interrupt  the  regular  flow  of  the  stream, 
if  he  thereby  interferes  with  the  lawful  use  of  the  water  by  other 
proprietors,  and  inflicts  upon  them  a  sensible  injury." 


Sec.  351.  So  strictlv  is  the  right  to  have  water  flow  in  its  usual 
and  natural  channel  adhered  to  by  the  courts,  that  it  has  been 
held  that  where  the  waters  of  a  stream  had  been  diverted  for  a 
period  of  time  sufBcient  to  create  an  easement  and  a  right  in  the 
party  diverting  it,  to  have  it  flow  in  its  artiflcial  channel,  that  the 
party  diverting  it  might  nevertheless  abandon  his  easement  and. 
return  the  water  to  its  original  natural  channel,  even  though  by 
such  return  of  the  water  to  its  natural  bed,  those  below  him  on 
the  stream  sustained  great  damage  by  reason  of  the  old  bed  of 
the  stream  having  become  filled  up  and  incapable  of  properly 
discharging  the  water. 

In  Mason  v.  Shrewsbury,  6  L.  E..  (Q.  B.)  577,  it  was  held  that 
where  the  waters  of  a  stream  had  been  diverted  by  a  canal  com- 
pany under  an  act  of  parliament,  and  had  for  a  period  of  fifty- 
three  vears  been  turned  awav  from  their  natural  course  and  bed, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  the  canal  was  abandoned,  and 
the  waters  returned  to  their  original  channel,  that  no  action  could 
be  maintained  against  the  owners  of  the  canal  by  those  on  the 
stream  for  the  damages  which  they  thereby  sustained.  Cockbukn, 
C.  J.,  in  dehvering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said  :  "  The  right  of 
diverting  water  which,  in  its  natural  conrse,  would  flow  over  or 
along  the  land  of  a  riparian  owner,  and  of  conveying  it  to  the  land 
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of  the  party  diverting  it,  the  '  servitus  aquoB  decendcB '  of  the 
civilians  is  an  easement  well  known  to  the  law  of  this  as  of  every 
other  country.  Ordinarily  such  an  easement  can  be  created 
according  to  the  law  of  England  by  grant,  or  by  long  continued 
enjoyment,  from  which  the  existence  of  a  former  grant  may  rea- 
sonably be  presumed.  But  such  a  right  may,  like  any  other  right, 
be  created  in  derogation  of  a  prior  right  by  the  action  of  the  legis- 
lature. But,  however  the  right  is  created,  it  is  essentially  the 
same.  The  legal  incidents  connected  with  it  are  the  same, 
whether  the  easement  is  created  by  grant  or  by  statutory  enact- 
ment. It  is  of  the  essence  of  such  an  easement  that  it  exists  for 
the  benefit  of  the  dominant  tenement  alone,  being  in  its  very  nature 
a  right  created  for  the  dominant  owner,  its  exercise  by  him  can- 
not operate  to  create  a  new  right  for  the  benefit  of  the  servient 
owner.  Like  any  other  right  its  exercise  may  be  discontinued  if 
it  becomes  onerous,  or  ceases  to  be  beneficial  to  the  party  entitled. 
An  easement  like  the  present,  while  it  subjects  the  owner  of 
the  servient  tenement  to  disadvantage  by  taking  from  him  the 
use  of  the  water,  for  the  watering  of  his  cattle,  the  irrigation  of 
his  land,  the  turning  of  his  mill,  or  other  beneficial  use  to  which 
the  water  may  be  applied,  may,  on  the  other  hand,  no  doubt  be 
attended  incidentally  with  other  or  greater  advantage  to  him,  as, 
for  instance,  rendering  him  safe  against  inundation.  But  this  will 
give  him  no  right  to  insist  on  the  exercise  of  the  easement  on  the 
part  of  the  dominant  owner  if  the  latter  finds  it  expedient  to 
abandon  his  right.  In  like  manner,  where  the  easement  consists 
in  the  right  to  discharge  water  over  the  land  of  another,  though  the 
water  may  be  advantageous  to  the  servient  tenement,  the  owner 
of  the  latter  cannot  acquire  the  right  to  have  it  discharged  ou 
to  his  land,  if  the  dominant  owner  chooses  to  send  the  water  else- 
where, or  to  apply  it  to  another  purpose.  It  appears  to  me  a 
fundamental  principle,  that  an  easement  exists  for  the  benefit  of 
the  dominant  owner  alone,  and  that  the  servient  owner  acquires 
no  right  to  insist  on  its  continuance,  or  to  ask  for  damages  on  its 
abandonment."  If,  however,  the  diversion  of  the  water  in  the 
first  instance  is  unlawful,  and  has  not  ripened  into  an  easement,  its 
return  to  its  original  channel,  like  its  diversion  in  the  first  instance, 
would  be  a  nuisance  which  would  impose  upon  the  wrong-doer 
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liability  for  all  the  consequences,  not  only  arising  from  the  diver- 
sion, but  also  from  the  return  of  the  water  to  its  original  channel.' 
And  if  the  diversion  had  existed  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to 
ripen  into  an  easement,  and  others  in  view  of  the  diversion  had 
established  mills  upon  the  new  stream  so  created,  the  person  mak- 
irig  the  diversion  and  his  grantors  would,  as  against  the  owners 
c '  the  mills  below,  be  estopped  from  returning  the  water  to  its 
original  channel  to  their  injury."  But  if  there  have  no  such  rights 
grown  up  upon  the  new  stream  it  would  seem,  from  the  tenor  of 
the  cases  cited  above,  that,  as  against  the  owners  of  the  original 
bed  of  the  stream,  the  waters  might  be  restored  to  the  old 
channel. 

In  the  case  of  Pierce  v.  Kinney^  59  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  56, 
the  plaintiff  and  defendant  were  the  owners  of  adjoining  farms 
through  which  was  a  stream  of  water  running  easterly  on  the 
defendant's  farm,  nearly  parallel  to,  and  only  ashoi't  distance  from, 
the  plaintiff's  land,  where  it  emptied  into  the  river.  In  1863  a 
flood  visited  that  section,  and  this  stream  breaking  through  its 
south  bank,  made  a  new  channel  for  itself  in  which  it  would  have 
continued  to  run  over  the  defendant's  land,  except  that  some  time 
afterward,  but  during  the  same  year,  the  defendant  erected  a  bar- 
rier to  force  the  water  back  into  its  original  channel.  The  water 
continued  to  run  in  its  old  channel  from  1863  to  1865,  when 
another  flood  came,  and  bringing  dirt  and  gravel  down  from  the 
plaintiff's  land  and  depositing  it  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  some 
few  rods  below  where  this  barrier  was  erected,  crowded  the  water 
out  of  the  old  channel  to  the  north,  where  it  leached  over  the 
lands  of  the  plaintiff^,  and  seriously  injured  their  value.  The 
injury  resulted  as  a  consequence  of  the  erection  of  the  barrier  by 
the  defendant  to  force  the  waters  back  into  their  old  channel 
after  the  flood  of  1863,  and  the  plaintiff's  counsel  requested  the 
court  to  charge  the  jury  that  after  the  flood  of  1863,  if  the 
defendant  would  restore  the  south  bank  of  the  stream  to  its 
original  height  as  a  protection  to  his  own  land,  he  was  under 
obligation  at  the  same  time  to  restore  the  channel  to  its  original 
condition,  i.  e.,   to  remove  any  sand  or  gravel  bar  that  may  have 

Woodbury  o.  Short,  17  Vt.  387.  '  Belknap  v.  Trimble,  3  Paige's  Ch. 

(N.  Y.)  665. 
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been  formed  below  there,  upon  the  defendant's  land,  by  which  the 
water  was  thrown  upon  the  plaintiff's  land.  The  court  refused 
so  to  charge,  and  upon  a  hearing  of  the  exceptions  at  the  general 
term  in  1869,  Boardman,  J.,  in  a  very  able  opinion,  laid  down 
the  law  of  the  case  substantially  thus:  "  The  simple  question  is, 
whether  the  defendant  is  bound  to  keep  the  channel  of  the  creek 
open,  as  a  condition  to  his  right  to  maintain  the  barrier  which  he 
has  erected  for  his  own  protection.  If  he  fails  to  do  so,  is  he 
liable  for  the  damages  that  ensue?  It  is  conceded  that  the 
defendant  had  a  right  to  erect  the  barrier  across  the  new  channel 
made  by  the  flood,  and  thus  protect  his  orchard  and  farm  from 
serious  injury. 

The  defendant  claims  such  a  right  unconditionally.  The  plain- 
tiff insists  that  such  right  cannot  be  exercised  without  at  the 
same  time  opening,  and  at  all  times  thereafter  keeping  open,  the 
original  bed  of  the  creek  so  far  as  it  runs  on  his  own  land,  and 
delivering  the  water  to  the  plaintiff  at  his  boundary  in  its  ordi' 
nary  and  accustomed  channel.  I  find  no  sanction  for  any  such 
claim.  Angell  on  Water-courses,  §  333,  says :  "  A  riparian 
proprietor  may  in  fact  legally  erect  any  work  in  order  to  prevent 
his  land  being  overflowed  by  any  change  of  the  natural  state  of 
the  river,  and  to  prevent  the  old  course  of  the  river  from  being 
altered,  citing  Rex  v.  Trafford,  1  B.  &  Ad.  8Y4  (which  does  not 
sustain  the  author's  position) ;  Farquhausen  v  JFarquhausen,  3 
Bligh.  Pari.  (N.  S.)  421."  "  But,"  says  Angell,  "  he  has  no  right 
to  build  any  thing  which,  in  times  of  ordinary  flood,  will  throw 
the  waters  on  the  ground  of  another  proprietor  so  as  to  overflow 
and  injure  them."  Erskinesays:  "When  a  river  threatens  an 
alteration  of  its  channel  to  the  damage  of  an  adjacent  proprietor 
it  is  lawful  to  build  a  bulwark,  ripcB  muniendcB  causa^  to  pre- 
vent the  loss  of  ground  that  is  threatened ;  so  that  a  proprietor 
whose  grounds  are  threatened  to  be  washed  away  may,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  his  own  property,  raise  a  bank  for  his  own 
security;  but  this  bank  must  be  so  erected  as  to  prejudice  neither 
the  navigation  nor  the  grounds  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
The  owner  of  a  water-course  may  change  its  course  on  his  own 
land  if  he  does  not  thereby  injure  his  neighbor.  So  he  may 
change  it  back  to  its  original  channel,  unless  others,  by  an  expen- 
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diture  of  money,  have  acquired  new  rights  to  its  use  in  the  new 
channel."  Washburn  on  Easements,  citing  Woodbury  v.  Short, 
17  Yt.  387. 

It  may  fairly  be  inferred  from  these  authorities  that  the  defend- 
ant had  the  riglit  to  6rect  the  barrier  and  thus  confine  the  wat- 
ers in  their  original  channel.  Nor  is  there  any  intimation  that 
he  is  responsible  for  any  damage  to  his  neighbor  unless  it  is  the 
direct  consequence  of  his  building  his  barrier  too  high,  or  pro- 
jecting it  into  the  stream  so  as  to  prevent  the  water  from  running 
in  its  accustomed  channel  and  with  its  usual  force.  He  has  the 
right  to  repair  or  rebuild  the  broken  bank,  not  to  make  a  differ- 
ent one.  If  he  does  this,  no  direct  injury  is  done  to  liis  neigh- 
bor. The  injury  that  may  arise  from  a  gravel  bed  lower  down 
the  stream  is  not  due  to  the  interposed  barrier.  It  arises  from 
an  obstacle  created  by  the  natural  flow  of  the  stream.  Had.no 
crevasse  been  made,  the  gravel  bank  might,  and  undoubtedly 
would,  have  been  deposited  by  the  natural  action  of  the  stream. 
The  crevasse  having  been  opened  and  the  barrier  immediately 
interposed,  it  stands  as  though  the  defendant  had  done  nothing, 
and  yet  the  gravel  bank  is  there  doing  the  plaintiff  damage. 

Where  the  bank  was  broken  so  as  to  form  a  new  channel  for 
the  water,  it  was  optional  with  the  defendant  to  close  the  opening 
and  restore  the  water  to  its  original  channel,  or  let  it  pursue  its 
new  course.  So  if  there  were  several  openings,  he  might  close 
all  or  any  of  them,  or  he  might  leave  them  all  open.  If  he  had 
closed  one  which  injured  himself  and  not  closed  one  which  in- 
jured the  plaintiff,  would  an  action  lie  for  the  damage  ?  Such  an 
action  would  seem  to  lie  on  what  the  defendant  had  not  done, 
rather  than  on  what  he  had  lawfully  done.  Again,  if  a  party's 
mill-dam  is  carried  off  by  a  flood  which  makes  a  gravel  bed  at  a 
point  below,  changing  the  channel  of  the  stream,  may  he  not  re- 
build his  dam  unless  he  cuts  away  such  bar  and  restores  the  water 
to  its  channel  ?  Is  he  liable  for  the  existence  of  the  bar  ?  Was 
it  his  act  of  omission  or  commission  that  put  it  there  ?  *  *  * 
In  my  judgment  both  the  complaint  and  the  law  must  be  amended, 
before  it  will  be  adjudged  that  there  could  be  a  recovery  in  this 
case." 

In   Wallace  v.  Dreio^  59  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  413,  the  question 
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came  up  as  to  the  right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  construct  embank- 
ments upon  his  own  land  to  prevent  the  water  of  ordinary  floods 
washing  the  bank  and  overflowing  his  lands.  The  court  held  in 
that  case  that  an  embankment  might  thus  be  raised,  due  care 
being  taken  not  to  throw  the  water  on  to  another's  land  where  it 
would  not  go  except  for  the  embankment,  in  ordinary  floods. 
But  the  court  held  that  this  rule  would  not  apply  to  floods  alto- 
gether extraordinary  and  unusu^.  In  that  case  it  appeared  that 
although  certain  banks  and  erections  made  by  the  defendants  on 
their  own  premises  to  guard  the  banks,  and  prevent  the  waters  of 
the  stream  from  injuring  such  premises,  had  caused  the  water  of 
the  creek  to  flow  in  a  new  direction  upon  the  plaintifi^'s  lands, 
where  they  did  not  belong  and  were  not  accustomed  to  flow,  and 
where  they  would  not  have  gone  but  for  those  guards  and 
erections.  But  it  also  appeared  that  all  the  water  which  flowed 
upon  the  plaintifE's  premises  upon  the  occasion  of  the  injury 
complained  of,  did  not  come  from  the  branch  of  the  creek  which 
flowed  through  the  defendant's  lands,  or  by  means  of  the  guards 
or  erections  thereoa,  but  that  the  waters  of  another  branch  of 
the  creek,  by  reason  of  an  obstrnction  placed  therein  by  another 
party,  had  been  added  thereto,  and  thus  produced  the  injury. 
The  court  held  that  the  defendant  could  not  be  made  liable  for 
the  injury  resulting  from  the  turning  the  waters  of  this  branch 
of  the  creek  into  it,  and  would  only  be  held  for  such  injuries  as 
resulted  from  the  ordinary  floods  incident  to  the  creek  in  its 
uatural  condition. 

Sec.  352.  While  it  is  true  that  a  riparian  owner  may  erect  bul- 
warks to  protect  his  property  from  injury  by  the  stream,  yet,  they 
can  only  do  this  when  it  can  be  done  without  injury  to  others. 
Either  to  an  owner  upon  the  opposite  side  of,  or  to  those  above  or 
below  him  on  the  stream.* 

Thus  in  Gerrish  v.  Clough,  48  N.  H.  8 ;  2  Am.  Eep.  165,  the 
defendant  erected  a  breakwater  upon  his  bank  of  the  river  to  pro- 
tect his  bank  from  injury  by  the  water,  but  the  efiect  of  this  was 

1  Bickett  v.  Morris,  1  Law  Rep.  Ap.  Rex    ■».   Lord  Tarborough,    3  id.  91 ; 

(Scotcli)  47  ;  Robinson  v.  Lord  Byron,  Adams  v.  Frothingham,  3  Mass.  352 ; 

1  Bro.   C.  C.  588  ;  Rex  v.  Trafford,  8  Jones  v.  Soulard,  24  How.  (U.  S.)  41  ; 

Bing.  204 ;  Wicks  v.  Hunt,  John.  (Eng.)  Rex  ».  Johnson,  5  N.  H.  520. 
372  ;  Scratton  v.  Brown,  4  B,  &  C.  485 ; 
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to  throw  the  water  against  the  plaintiff's  land  upon  the  opposite 
bank,  and  in  high  water  his  land  was  washed  away.  This  was 
held  an  actionable  nuisance.  So  indeed  is  any  interference  with 
the  natural  current,  level  or  flow  of  a  stream.  The  right  is  to 
the  water  of  the  stream  in  its  natural  state,  and  interferences 
therewith  operate  a  violation  of  this  right,  and  are  actionable  even 
though  no  actual  damage  ensues. 

Sec.  353.  As  has  previously  been  stated  the  right  of  a  riparian 
owner  to  use  the  water  of  a  stream  is  limited  to  such  a  use  as 
produces  no  injury  to  those  above  or  below  him  on  the  stream, 
but  he  may  acquire  a  right  by  long  user  to  use  the  water  to  an 
extent  beyond  the  natural  right  and  so  as  to  operate  prejudicially 
to  others.  He  may  begin  the  exercise  of  such  a  use  at  any  time, 
but  he  acquires  no  right  beyond  his  natural  right  by  such  usage 
against  a  proprietor  above  or  below  him,  unless  his  use  affects  the 
power  of  such  proprietors  to  use  the  stream,  or  some  right  therein, 
so  as  to  raise  the  presumption  of  a  grant,  and  thus  render  them 
servient  tenements.'  He  may  divert  the  water,  or  discharge  it  in 
a  manner  that  is  prejudicial  to  others,  or  he  may  set  it  back  upon 
the  land  of  those  above  him  upon  the  stream,  but  he  is  liable  for 
all  damages,  or  to  an  action  for  an  injury  to  the  right,  even  if 
there  is  no  special  damage,  at  any  time  before  the  statutory  period 
for  acquiring  rights  by  adverse  enjoyment  has  elapsed  ;  but  if  such 
use  is  permitted  without  objection  or  such  resistance  as  interrupts 
the  use,  the  originally  unlawful  act  ripens  into  a  legal  right,  and 
he  acquires  the  right  to  such  use  of  the  water  in  addition  to  his 
natural  right,  and  forever  thereafter  all  proprietors  upon  the 
stream  are  not  only  estopped  from  setting  up  any  claims  for 
damages  resulting  from  such  use,  but  are  also  estopped  from  any 
interference  therewith.  By  such  user  he  has  created  a  servitude 
upon  their  estates  to  the  extent  of  such  use,  which  the  law  upholds 
and  protects  as  rigidly  as  it  protects  and  upholds  his  natural  right.' 
But  in  order  to  acquire  such  rights  the  use  must  be  adverse  to 
the  rights  of  others,  and  must  also  be  continuous  and  uninter- 

'  Haight  V.  Price,  21  N.  T.  241 ;  Mor-        *  Gale  &  Whatley  on  Easements,  p. 
ton  «.  Valentine,  14  Vt.  243  ;  Belknap     93. 
c  Trimble,  3  Paip:e's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  605. 
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rupted.  It  is  not  essential  that  the  use  should  be  such  as  to 
inflict  actual  damage  upon  others,  but  it  must  be  such  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  of  others  that  an  action  could  have  been  main- 
tained therefor  at  any  time  within  the  statutory  period.*  The  use 
must  also  be  open,"  and  as  of  right,'  and  also  peaceable,*  for  if 
there  is  any  act  done  by  other  owners  that  operates  as  an  inter- 
ruption, however  slight,  it  prevents  the  acquisition  of  the  right 
by  such  use.* 

Sec.  354.  Thus  where  an  owner  upon  one  side  of  a  stream  erects 
a  dam  across  the  stream,  this  is  an  invasion  of  the  right  of  the 
owner  of  the  opposite  bank,  and  an  action  will  lie  at  any  time 
for  such  invasion  of  his  right ;  but  if  the  opposite  owner  stands 
by  and  allows  the  dam  to  remain  without  action  or  other  direct 
interference  therewith  for  the  whole  statutory  period,  the  act 
which,  in  its  inception,  was  unlawful,  ripens  into  a  right,  and  a 
servitude  is  to  that  extent  imposed  upon  the  estate  of  the  opposite 
owner  in  favor  of  the  person  who  erected  the  dam,  or  his  grantees.* 
By  this  long  adverse  user  an  easement  is  acquired  to  the  extent  of 
such  user,  which  cannot  be  impaired  by  the  owner  of  the  servient 
tenement  anymore  than  the  natural  right  could  be.*  The  extent 
of  the  easement  as  well  as  its  character  is  commensurate  with 
the  use  during  the  time  necessary  to  acquire  the  right,  and  it  is 
incumbent  upon  him  who  claims  the  easement,  to  establish  it  by 
clear  and  definite  proof.     When  the  easement  is  once  acquired,  it 

1  Butman  v.  Hussey,  3  Fairfax  (Me.),  erected  a  rail  across  a  path  used  by  the 

407 ;  Hatch  v.  Dwight,  17  Mass.  296  ;  plaintiff  within  the  statutory  period, 

Patrick    v.   Greenway,   note,    1    Wm.  this  was  such  an  interruption  as  pre- 

Saunders,   346 ;   Norton  v.  Valentine,  vented  the  user  from  ripening  into  a 

14  Vt.  239  ;  Webb  v.  Portland  Manu-  right,  even  though  the  interruption  is 

facturing  Co.,  3  Sumn.  (U.  S.  C.  C.)  189.  only  for  a  brief  period.     Every  inter- 

^  Partridge  v.   Scott,  3    Mott.   229  ;  ruption  is  presumed  to  be  hostile,  and 

Dodd  V.  Holmes,  1  Ad.  &  El.  493.  the  burden  is  upon  him  who  claims 

^  Canal  Co.  v.  Hartford,  1  C.  &  M.  &  the  right  by  long  user  to  show  that 

R.  614  ;  Auley  v.  Gardner,  4  M.  &  W.  interruptions  were  not  hostile  and  in 

496  ;  Fickle  v.  Brown,  4  Ad.  &  El.  369  ;  opposition  to  the  .right. 

Bolival  Manufacturing  Co.  «.  Neponset  ^  By   the  civil  law  any  opposition, 

Co.,  16  Pick.  (Mass.)  241;   Gairtly  t).  whether  by  word  or  deed,  was  regarded 

Bethune,  14  Mass.  49  ;  Bealey  v.  Shaw,  as  an  interruption,  but  at  common  law 

•  6  East.  208.  the  interruption  must  be  by  some  of 

*  King  V.  Tiffany,  9  Conn.    162  ;  Co.  the  owners  of  the  servient  tenement 
Litt.  113  b.  ;  Wright  v.  Williams,  1  M.  that  may  fairly  be  said  to  be  hostile  to 
&  W.  100.     Thus  in  Bailey  v.   Apple-  the  right.     Gale  &  Whatley  on  Ease- 
yard,  3  Nev.  &  Peake,  257,  it  was  held  ments,  p.  82,  83. 
that    where    the   owner  of    premises  ^  Bliss  e.  Rice,  17  Pick.  (Mass.)  23, 
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is  added  to  the  natural  right,  and  an  infringement  of  the  one  is  as 
much  a  nuisance  as  the  infringement  of  the  other.' 

Sec.  355.  In  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason  (U.  S.  C.  C),  397, 
Story,  J,,  thus  defines  the  rights  of  riparian  owners:  ^'^ Prima 
facie,  every  proprietor  upon  each  bank  of  a  river  is  entitled 
to  the  land  covered  with  water  in  front  of  his  bank,  to  the 
middle  thread  of  the  stream  ;  or,  as  it  is  commonly  expressed,  ad 
raedium  filum  aquoe. 

In  virtue  of  this  ownership  he  has  a  right  to  the  use  of  the 
water  flowing  over  it  in  its  natural  channel,  without  diminution 
or  obstruction.     But,  strictly  speaking,  he  has  no  property  in  the 
water  itself,  but  a  simple  use  of  it  while  it  passes  along.     The 
consequence  of  this  principle  is,  that  no  proprietor  has  the  right 
to  use  the  water  to    the    prejudice   of   another.     It  is  wholly 
immaterial  whether  the  party  be  a  proprietor  above  or  below 
in  the  course  of  the  river,  the  right  being  common  to  all  the 
proprietors  on  the  river ;  no  one  has  a  right  to  diminish  the  quan- 
tity which  will,  according  to  the  natural  current,  flow  to  a  pro- 
prietor below,  or  to  throw  it  back  upon  a  proprietor  above.     This 
is  the  necessary  result  of  the  perfect  equality  of  right  among  all 
the  proprietors  of  that  which  is  common  to  all.     The  natural 
stream,  existing  by  the  bounty  of  Providence  for  the  benefit  of 
land  through  which  it  flows,  is  an  incident  annexed,  by  operation 
of  law,  to  the  land  itself.     When  I  speak  of  this  common  right, 
I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  holding  the  doctrine  that  there 
can  be  no  diminution  whatsoever,  and  no  obstruction  or  impedi- 
ment whatsoever,  by  a  riparian  proprietor,  in  the  use  of  the  water 
as  it  flows,  for  that  would  be  to  deny  any  valuable  use  of  it. 
There  jnay  be,  and  there  must  be  allowed  to  all,  of  that  which  is 
common,  a  reasonable  use.     The  true  test  of  the  principle  and 
extent  of  the  use  is,  whether  it  is  to  the  injury  of  the  other  pro- 

'  Bealy  v.  Shaw,  6  East,  208  ;  Smith  to  have  been  rightfully  done  unless  the 

t>.  Adams.  6  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  485 ;  contrary  be  shown. 

Cook  V.  Hull,  3  Pick.  (Mass.)  269.  "  The  diversion  was  prima  facie  a 

In  Haight  v.  Price,   21   N.  T.    245,  wrong,  and  though  in  its  nature  it  was 

Denio,  J.,  says:  "It  is  urged  that  a  capable  of  excuse  and  justification,  yet 

presumption     should     attach    in    the  the  burden  was  on  the  defendant"  of 

absence  of  any  proof  to  the  contrary,  showing  the  existence  of  such  facta, 

because  every  thing  must  be  presumed  It  is  for  the  defendant  to  establish  his 

right  by  proof." 
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prietors  or  not.  There  may  be  a  diminution  in  quantity,  or  a 
retardation  or  acceleration  of  the  natural  current,  indispensable 
tor  the  general  and  valuable  use  of  the  water,  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  common  right.  The  diminution,  retardation  or  accelera- 
tion, not  positively  and  sensibly  injurious,  by  diminishing  the 
value  of  the  common  right,  is  an  implied  element  in  the  right  of 
using  the  stream  at  all.  The  law  here,  as  in  many  other  cases, 
acts  with  a  reasonable  reference  to  public  convenience  and  gene- 
ral good,  and  is  not  betrayed  into  a  narrow  strictness  subversive 
of  common  sense,  nor  into  an  extravagant  looseness,  which  would 
destroy  private  rights.  The  maxim  is  applied,  sic  uter^e  tuo  ut 
alienum,  non  Icedas. 

"  But  of  a  thing  common  by  nature,  there  may  be  an  appropri- 
ation by  general  consent,  or  grant.  Mere  priority  of  occupa- 
tion of  running  water,  without  such  consent  or  grant, 
confers  no  exclusive  right.  It  is  not  like  the  case  of  mere  occu- 
pancy, where  the  first  occupant  takes  by  force  of  his  priority  of 
occupancy.  That  supposes  no  ownership  already  existing,  and 
no  right  to  the  one  already  acquired.  Bnt  our  law  awards  to  the 
riparian  proprietors  the  right  to  the  use  in  common,  as  one  inci- 
dent to  the  land ;  and  whoever  seeks  to  found  an  exclusive  use, 
must  establish  a  rightful  appropriation  in  some  manner  known 
and  admitted  by  the  law.  Now  this  may  be  either  by  a  grant 
from  all  the  proprietors,  whose  interest  is  affected  by  the  particu- 
lar appropriation,  or  by  a  long  exclusive  enjoyment  without  inter- 
ruption, which  affords  a  just  presumption  of  right.  By  our  law, 
upon  principles  of  public  convenience,  the  term  of  twenty  years 
of  exclusive  uninterrupted  enjoyment  has  been  held  a  conclusive 
presumption  of  a  grant  or  right.  I  say,  of  a  grant  or  right  — 
for  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the  principle  now  acted  upon, 
however  in  its  origin  it  may  have  been  confined  to  presumptions 
of  a  grant  —  is  now  necessarily  limited  to  considerations  of  this 
nature.  The  presumption  is  applied  as  a  presumption  ^'wm  et  de 
jure,  wherever,  by  possibility,  a  right  may  be  acquired  in  any 
manner  known  to  be  law. 

"  With  these  two  principles  in  view,  the  general  rights  of  the 
plaintifis  cannot  admit  of  much  controversy.     They  are  riparian 
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proprietors,  and,  as  such,  are  entitled  to  tlie  natural  flow  of  the 
river  without  diminution  to  their  injury. 

"  As  owners  of  the  lower  dam,  and  the  mills  connected  there- 
with, they  had  no  rights  beyond  those  of  any  other  persons  who 
might  have  appropriated  that  portion  of  the  stream  to  the  use  of 
their  mills ;  that  is,  their  rights  are  to  be  measured  by  the  extent 
of  their  natural  appropriation,  and  use  of  the  water  for  a  period, 
which  the  law  deems  a  conclusive  presumption  in  favor  of  rights 
of  this  nature.  In  their  character  as  mill  owners  they  have  no 
title  to  the  flow  of  the  stream  beyond  the  water  actually  and 
legally  appropriated  by  the  mills;  but  in  their  character  as 
riparian  proprietors,  they  have  annexed  to  their  lands  the  general 
flow  of  the  river,  as  far  as  it  has  not  been  already  acquired  by 
some  prior  and  legally  operative  appropriation. 

"  No  doubt,  then,  can  exist  as  to  the  right  of  the  plaintifis  to 
the  surplus  of  the  natural  flow  of  the  stream  not  yet  appropri- 
ated. Their  rights  as  riparian  proprietors  are  general ;  and  it  is 
incumbent  on  the  parties  who  seek  to  narrow  those  rights,  to 
establish,  by  competent  proofs,  their  own  title  to  divert  and  use 
the  stream." 

Sec.  356.  As  to  the  right  of  a  person  to  bring  an  action  for 
the  recovery  of  damages  for  a  mere  injury  to  a  right,  where  no 
actual  damage  is  sustained,  the  rule  is,  that  in  order  to  entitle  the 
party  to  an  action  his  rights  to  the  water  must  be  violated  in  such 
a  way  that  if  the  violation  thereof  was  continued  it  would  ripen 
into  an  easement,  and  impose  a  servitude  upon  the  estate  affected 
thereby.  In  Wehh  v.  Portland '  this  doctrine  is  discussed  by 
Story,  J.,  in  a  very  clear  and  concise  manner,  and  the  various 
authorities  bearing  thereon  collected  and  reviewed.  He  says : 
"  The  question,  which  has  been  argued  upon  the  suggestion  of  the 
court,  is  of  vital  importance  in  the  cause ;  and  if  decided  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff  it  supersedes  many  of  the  inquiries  to  which  our 
attention  must  otherwise  be  directed.  It  is  on  this  account  that 
we  thought  it  proper  to  be  argued  separately  from  the  general 
merits  of  the  cause. 

"  The  argument  for  the  defendants  then  presents  two  distinct 

1  Webb  V.  Portland  Manufacturing  Co.,  3  Sumn.  (U.  S.  C.  C.)  189. 
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questions.  The  first  is,  whether,  to  maintain  the  present  suit,  it  is 
essential  for  the  plaintiff  to  establish  any  actual  damage.  The 
second  is,  whether,  in  point  of  law,  a  mill  owner,  having  a  right 
to  a  certain  portion  of  the  water  of  a  stream  for  the  use  of  his 
mill  at  a  particular  dam,  has  a  right  to  draw  off  the  same  portion, 
or  any  less  quantity  of  the  water,  at  a  considerable  distance  above 
the  dam,  without  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  other  mills  on  the 
same  dam.  In  connection  with  these  questions  the  point  will 
also  incidentally  arise,  whether  it  makes  any  difference,  that  such 
drawing  off  of  the  water  above  can  be  shown  to  be  no  sensible 
injury  to  the  other  mill  owners  on  the  lower  dam.  As  to  the 
first  question,  I  can  very  well  understand,  that  no  action  lies  in  a 
case  where  there  is  dmnnum  absque  injuria,  that  is,  where  there 
is  a  damage  done  without  any  wrong  or  violation  of  any  right  of 
the  plaintiff.  But  I  am  not  able  to  understand  how  it  can  cor- 
rectly be  said,  in  a  legal  sense,  that  an  action  will  not  lie,  even  in 
case  of  a  wrong  or  violation  of  a  right,  unless  it  is  followed  by 
some  perceptible  damage  which  can  be  established  as  a  matter  of 
fact;  in  other  words,  that  injuria  sine  damno  is  not  actionable.' 
On  the  contrary,  from  my  earliest  reading  I  have  considered  it 
laid  up  among  the  very  elements  of  the  common  law,  that,  wher- 
ever there  is  a  wrong,  there  is  a  remedy  to  redress  it ;  and  that 
every  injury  imports  damage  in  the  nature  of  it ;  and  if  no  other 
damage  is  established  the  party  injured  is  entitled  to  a  verdict  for 
nominal  damages  ;  a  fortiori  this  doctrine  applies  where  there 
is  not  only  a  violation  of  the  right  of  the  plaintiff ;  but  the  act ' 
of  the  defendant,  if  continued,  may  become  the  foundation  by 
lapse  of  time  of  an  adverse  right  in  the  defendant ;  for  then  it 
assumes  the  character,  not  merely  of  a  violation  of  a  right,  tend- 
ing to  diminish  its  value,  but  it  goes  to  the  absolute  destruction 
and  extinguishment  of  it.  Under  such  circumstances,  unless  the 
party  injured  can  protect  his  right  from  such  a  violation  by  an 
action,  it  is  plain  that  it  maybe  lost  or  destroyed  without  any 
possible  remedial  redress.  In  my  judgment  the  common  law 
countenances  no  such  inconsistency,  not  to  call  it  by  a  stronger 
name.     Actual,  perceptible  damage  is  not  indispensable  as  the 

'  See    The    Mayor  of   Lynn,  etc.,  v.     143, 144 ;  Comyn's  Dig    Action  on  the 
Mayor  of   London,  4  T.    R.  130,  141,    Case,  B.  1  and  2. 
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foundation  of  an  action.  The  law  tolerates  no  farther  inquiry 
than  whether  there  has  been  the  violation  of  a  right.  If  so,  the 
party  injured  is  entitled  to  maintain  his  action  for  nominal  dama- 
ges, in  vindication  of  his  right,  if  no  other  damages  are  fit  and 
proper  to  remunerate  him. 

"  So  long  ago  as  the  great  case  of  Ashhy  v.  White  *  the  objection 
was  put  forth  by  some  of  the  judges,  and  was  answered  by  Lord 
Holt  with  his  usual  ability  and  clear  learning ;  and  his  judgment 
was  supported  by  the  house  of  lords,  and  that  of  his  brethren 
overturned.  By  the  favor  of  an  eminent  judge  Lord  Holt's 
opinion,  apparently  copied  from  his  own  manuscript,  has  been 
recently  printed." 

"  In  this  last  printed  opinion  (p.  14)  Lord  Holt  says :  '  It  is 
impossible  to  imagine  any  such  thing  as  injuria  sine  darnno. 
Every  injury  imports  damage  in  the  nature  of  it.'  And  he  cites 
many  cases  in  support  of  his  position.  Among  these  is  Turner 
V.  Sterling*  where  the  plaintiff  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
bridge-master  of  London  bridge,  and  the  lord  mayor  refused  his 
demand  of  a  poll ;  and  it  was  determined  that  the  action  was 
maintainable  for  the  refusal  of  a  poll.  Although  it  might  have 
been  that  plaintiff  would  not  have  been  elected,  the  action  was 
nevertheless  maintainable ;  for  the  refusal  was  a  violation  of  the 
plaintiff 's  right  to  be  a  candidate.  So  in  the  case  cited,*  where 
the  owner  of  a  market,  entitled  to  toll  upon  all  cattle  sold  within 
the  market,  brought  an  action  against  the  defendant  for  hindering 
a  person  from  going  to  the  market  with  the  intent  to  sell  a  horse, 
it  was,  on  the  like  ground,  held  maintainable ;  for  though  the 
horse  might  not  have  been  sold,  and  no  toll  would  have  become 
due ;  yet  the  hindering  the  plaintiff  from  the  possibility  of  hav- 
ing toll,  was  such  an  injury  as  did  import  such  damage  for  which 
the  plaintiff  ought  to  recover.     So  in  Huyit  v.  JDoioman,"  where 

»  Asliby  V.  White,  2  Lord  Raym.  938  ;  »  l.  P.,  3  Lord  Raym.  955. 

S.  C,  6  Mod.  45  ;  Holts,  534.  *  Turner  v.  Sterling, 3  Lev.  50;  S.  C; 

*  See  "The  judgments  delivered  bv  3  Vent.  25. 

the   Lord  Chief   Justice  Holt  in  the  ^  cited  as  from  3.3  Edward  III,  18, 

case  of  Ashby  v.  White  et  al.,  and  in  tit.  Defense.     Mistake  in  the  MS.  and 

the  case  of  John  Paty  et  al.,  printed  should  be  29  Edward  III,  18  b  ;  Fitz, 

from    the     original     MS."       London :  Abridg.,  tit.  Defense,  pi.  5  and  11  H. 

Saunders  &  Benning,  1837.     It  is  un-  IV,  47. 

derstood  that  the  publication  is  under  «  Hunt  v.  Dowman,  Cro.'  Jac    478  ; 

the   direction  of   Lord   Chief   Justice  S.  C,  3  Roll.  21. 
Denman.     See  particularly  p.  14,  15, 
37,  30  of  these  opinions. 
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the  lessor  brought  an  action  against  the  lessee  for  disturbing  him 
from  entering  into  the  house  leased,  in  order  to  view  it  and  to 
see  whether  any  waste  was  committed ;  and  it  was  held  that  the 
action  well  lay,  though  no  waste  was  committed  and  no  actual 
damage  done ;  for  the  lessor  had  a  right  so  to  enter,  and  the  hin- 
dering of  him  was  an  injury  to  that  right,  for  which  he  might 
maintain  an  action.  So  Herring  y.  Finch^  where  it  was  held  that 
a  person  entitled  to  vote,  who  was  refused  his  vote  at  an  election, 
might  well  maintin  an  action  therefor,  although  the  candidate  for 
whom  he  might  have  voted  might  not  have  been  chosen  ;  and  the 
voter  could  not  sustain  any  perceptible  or  actual  damage  by  such 
refusal  of  his  vote.  The  law  gives  the  remedy  in  such  a  case ;  for 
there  is  a  clear  violation  of  the  right. 

And  this  doctrine,  as  to  a  violation  of  the  right  to  vote,  is  now 
incontrovertibly  established ;  and  yet  it  would  be  impracticable 
to  show  any  temporal  or  actual  damage  thereby." 

In  the  same  case  of  Ashhy  v.  White,  as  reported  by  Lord  Ray- 
mond," Lord  Holt  said  :  "  If  the  plaintiflF  has  a  right,  he  must  of 
necessity  have  a  means  to  vindicate  and  maintain  it,  and  a  remedy, 
if  he  is  injured  in  the  exercise  or  enjoyment  of  it ;  and  indeed,  it 
is  a  vain  thing  to  imagine  a  right  without  a  remedy ;  for  want  of 
right  and  want  of  remedy  are  reciprocal."  * 

The  principles  laid  down  by  Lord  Holt  are  so  strongly  com- 
mended, not  only  by  authority,  but  by  the  common  sense  and 
common  justice  of  mankind,  that  they  seem  absolutely,  in  a  judi- 
cial view,  incontrovertible.  And  they  have  been  fully  recognized 
in  many  other  cases.'  I  am  aware  that  some  of  the  old  cases 
inculcate  a  different  doctrine,  and  perhaps  are  reconcilable  with 
that  of  Lord  Holt.  There  are  also  some  modern  cases,  which  at 
first  view  seem  to  the  contrary.  But  they  are  distinguishable  from 
that  now  in  judgment ;  and  if  they  were  not  ego  assentior 
SGOSVolcB.  The  case  of  Willianis  v.  Morland '  seems  to  have  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  ground  that  there  was  neither  any  damage  nor 

•  Herring  v.  Finch,  2  Lev.  250.  ^  Note  of  Mr.  Sergeant  Williams  to 
'^  See  Harmer  «.  Tappenden,  1  East,    Mellor   v.   Spateman,  1  Sand.  346,  a, 

55 ;    Drew   v.  Carleton,  id.  563,  note  ;  note  2 ;  Wells  v.  Watling,  2  W.  Black, 

Kilham  v.  Ward,  2  Mass.  236 ;  Lincoln  1239  ;  and  the  case  of  the  Tunbridge 

«.   Hapgood,    11    id.    350;   2    Viner's  Dippers,  Weller «.  Baker,  2  Wils.  414. 

Abridg.,  Action,  Case,  N.  c.  pi.  3.  "  Williams  v.  Morland,  2  B.  &  Ores. 

3  Ashby  v.  White,  2  Lord  Raym.  953.  910. 

*  S.  P.,  6  Mod.  53. 
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any  injury  to  the  right  of  the  plaintiff.  Whether  that  case  can 
be  supported  upon  principle,  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  say.  Some 
of  the  dicta  in  it  have  been  subsequently  impugned ;  and  the  gen- 
eral reasoning  of  the  judges  seems  to  admit,  that  if  any  right  of 
the  plaintiff  had  been  violated,  the  action  would  have  lain.  The 
case  of  Jackson  v.  Pesked^  1  M.  &  Sel.  235,  turned  upon  the 
supposed  defects  of  the  declaration,  as  applicable  to  a  mere  rever- 
sionary interest,  it  not  stating  any  act  done  to  the  prejudice  of 
that  reversionary  interest. 

I  do  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  there  was  not  an  over-nicety 
in  the  application  of  the  technical  principles  of  pleading  to  that 
case;  although,  notwithstanding  the  elaborate  opinion  of  Lord 
Ellenborough,  one  might  be  inclined  to  pause  upon  it. 

The  case  of  Young  v.  Spencer,  10  B.  &  Ores.  145,  turned  also 
upon  the  point  whether  any  injury  was  done  to  a  reversionary 
interest.  I  confess  myself  better  pleased  with  the  ruling  of  the 
learned  judge  (Mr.  Justice  Batley)  at  the  trial,  than  with  the 
decision  of  the  court  in  granting  a  new  trial.  But  the  court 
admitted  that  if  there  was  any  injury  to  the  reversionary  right, 
the  action  would  lie  ;  and  although  there  might  be  no  actual  dam- 
age proved,  yet  if  any  thing  done  by  the  tenant  would  destroy 
the  evidence  of  title,  the  action  was  maintainable.  A  fortiori, 
the  action  must  have  been  held  maintainable  if  the  act  done  went 
to  destroy  the  existing  right,  or  to  found  an  adverse  right.  On 
the  other  hand,  Margetti  v.  Williams,  1  B.  &  Ad.  415,  goes  the 
whole  length  of  Lord  Holt's  doctrine,  for  there  the  plaintiff 
recovered,  notwithstanding  no  actual  damage  was  proved  at  the 
trial ;  and  Mr.  Justice  Taunton  on  that  occasion  cited  many 
authorities  to  show  that  where  a  wrong  is  done,  by  which  the 
right  of  the  party  may  be  injured,  it  is  a  good  cause  of  action, 
although  no  actual  damage  be  sustained.  In  Hodson  v.  Todd,  4 
T.  R.  71,  73,  the  court  decided  the  case  upon  the  very  distinction 
which  is  most  material  to  the  present  case,  that  if  a  commoner 
might  not  maintain  an  action  for  an  injury,  however  small,  to  his 
right,  a  mere  wrong-doer  might,  by  repeated  torts,  in  the  course 
of  time  establish  evidence  of  a  right  of  common. 

The  same  principle  was  afterward  recognized   by  Mr.  Justice 
Grose  in  Pindar  v.  Wadsworth,  2  East,  162.     But  the  case  of 
43 
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Bower  v.  Hill^  1  Bing.  JS^ew  Gas.  549,  fullj  sustains  the  doctrine 
for  which  I  contend  ;  and,  indeed,  a  stronger  case  of  its  applica- 
tion cannot  well  be  imagined.  There  the  court  held  that  a  per- 
manent obstruction  to  a  navigable  drain  of  the  plaintiff's,  thougli 
choked  up  with  mud  for  sixteen  years,  was  actionable,  although 
the  plaintiff  received  no  immediate  damage  thereby ;  fo.'  if  acqui- 
esced in  for  twenty  years  it  would  become  evidence  of  a  renunci- 
ation and  abandonment  of  the  right  of  way. 

The  case  of  Blanohard  v.  Baker,  8  Greenl.  253,  268,  recog- 
nizes the  same  doctrine  in  the  most  full  and  satisfactory  manner, 
and  is  directly  in  point ;  for  it  was  a  case  for  diverting  water  from 
the  plaintiff's  mill.  I  should  be  sorry  to  have  it  supposed 
for  a  moment  that  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason,  897,  imported  a 
different  doctrine.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  always  considered  it 
as  proceeding  upon  the  same  doctrine. 

Upon  the  whole,  without  going  farther  into  an  examination  of 
the  authorities  on  this  subject,  my  judgment  is,  that  whenever  there 
is  a  clear  violation  of  a  right,  it  is  not  necessary  in  an  action  of 
this  sort  to  show  actual  damage  ;  and  if  no  other  be  proved,  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  verdict  for  nominal  damages.  And,  a 
fortiori,  that  this  doctrine  applies,  whenever  the  act  done  is  of 
such  a  nature,  as  that  by  its  repetition  or  continuance  it  may 
become  the  foundation  or  evidence  of  an  adverse  right. '  But  if 
the  doctrine  were  otherwise,  and  no  action  were  maintainable  at 
law,  without  proof  of  actual  damage,  that  would  furnish  no 
ground  why  a  court  of  equity  should  not  interfere  and  protect 
such  a  right  from  violation  and  invasion  ;  for  in  a  great  variety 
of  cases,  the  very  ground  of  the  interposition  of  a  court  of  equity 
is,  that  the  injury  done  is  irremediable  at  law,  and  that  the  right 
can  only  be  permanently  preserved  or  perpetuated  by  the  powers 
of  a  court  of  equity. 

And  one  of  the  most  ordinary  processes  to  accomplish  this  end 
is  by  a  writ  of  injunction,  the  nature  and  efficacy  of  which  for 
such  purpose  I  need  not  state,  as  the  elementary  treatises  fully 
expound  them."  If,  then,  the  diversion  of  water  complained  of 
in  the  present  case  is  a  violation  of  the  right  of  the  plaintiffs,  and 

»  See,  also.  Mason  v.  Hill,  3  B.  &  Ad.  on  Eq.  Jurisp.,  ch.  23,  §  86  to  §  959  , 
304  ;  S.  C,  5  id.  R.  L.  Bolivar  Manuf.  Co.  v.  Neponset  Manuf . 

'  See  Eden  on  Injunctions;  2  Story    Co.,  16  Pick.  212. 
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may  permanently  injure  that  right,  and  become  by  lapse  of  time 
the  foundation  of  an  adverse  right  in  the  defendant,  I  know  of 
no  more  fit  case  for  the  interposition  of  a  court  of  equity,  by  way 
of  injunction,  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  such  an  injurious 
act.  If  there  be  a  remedy  for  the  plaintifis  at  law  for  damages, 
still  that  remedy  is  inadequate  to  prevent  and  redress  the  mis- 
chief. If  there  be  no  such  remedy  at  law,  then,  a  fortiori  a 
court  of  equity  ought  to  give  its  aid  to  vindicate  and  perpetuate 
the  rights  of  the  plaintiffs.  A  court  of  equity  will  not,  indeed, 
entertain  a  bill  for  an  injunction  in  case  of  a  mere  trespass  fully 
remediable  at  law.  But  if  it  might  occasion  irreparable  mischief, 
or  permanent  injury,  or  destroy  a  right,  that  is  the  appropriate 
case  for  such  a  bill.* 

Let  us  come,  then,  to  the  only  remaining  question  in  the  case ; 
and  that  is,  whether  any  right  of  the  plaintiff  as  mill-owner  on 
the  lower  dam  is  or  will  be  violated  by  the  diversion  of  the  water 
by  the  canal  of  the  defendants.  And  here  it  does  not  seem  to 
me  that,  upon  the  present  state  of  the  law,  there  is  any  real 
ground  for  controversy,  although  there  were  formerly  many  vexed 
questions,  and  much  contrariety  of  opinion."     *     *     * 

Sec.  357.  A  riparian  owner  may  convey  to  others  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  his  rights  to  the  beneficial  use  of  the  water,  as 
well  those  that  are  incident  to  the  soil  as  those  which  have  been 
acquired  by  long  use.  He  may  divide  up  those  rights  and  con- 
vey them  subject  to  such  conditions  as  he  pleases,  and  the  parties 
who  take  by  conveyance  are  restricted  in  their  use  of  the  water 
to  the  conditions  of  the  grant.  They  may,  however,  acquire 
additional  rights  as  against  each  other  or  others  by  adverse  user, 
as  well  as  the  owner  of  the  soil.' 

Where   rights  upon    a  dam    to  the  use  of  water  have   been 

'  See  Story  on   Eq.  Jurisp.,  §§  926,  40  N.  H.  420,  the  court  say  :     "  If   a 

927,  928,  and   the   cases   there   cited ;  party  claims  and  exercises  for  twenty 

Jerome  v.  Ross,  7  Johns.  Ch.  315  ;  Van  years  the  right  to  raise  water  as  high 

Bergen  v.  Van  Bergen,  3  id.  282  ;  New-  as  his  dam  will  raise  it  when  there  is 

burgh  Turnpike  Co.  'o.  Miller,  5    id.  sufficient  water  to  fill  it,  he  will,  by 

101  ;  Gardner  v.  Village  of  Newburgh,  such  user,  acquire  a  right  to  the  ex- 

2  id.  162.  tent  of  his  claim. 

•■'Norway  Plains  Co.  v.  Bradley,  52         Watkins  xi.    Peck,   18    N.   H.    360; 

1>I .  H.   103  ;  Bullen  ■».  Runnels,   2  id.  Burnham  v.  Kempton,  44  id.  78 ;  Kil- 

257.  gour  V.  Ashcom,  2  H.  &  Johns.  (Md.) 

In  Winnipisogee  Lake  Co.  «.  Young,  82. 
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divided  up  and  parceled  out  by  grant  from  the  riparian 
owner,  each  must  exercise  his  right  within  the  limits  of  his  grant, 
and  any  use  of  the  water  by  him  beyond  the  right  conferred  by 
the  grant  is  a  nuisance,  for  which  any  other  owner  upon  the  dam 
may  maintain  an  action.  He  may  be  restricted  by  the  grant  to 
the  use  of  the  water  for  a  particular  purpose,  and  with  certain 
kinds  of  wheels  or  machinery,  but  if  no  such  restriction  is  im- 
posed by  the  grant,  he  may  use  the  quantity  of  water  conveyed 
for  any  pui-pose,  and  with  any  kind  of  machinery,  so  long  as  he 
keeps  within  the  scope  of  his  rights  as  given  by  the  grant.' 

Any  riparian  proprietor  or  mill-owner,  who  has  acquired  a 
right  by  prescription  to  use  water  beyond  his  natural  right,  or 
beyond  that  given  by  the  grant,  is  not  confined  in  his  use  of  the 
water  to  a  use  of  it  in  a  particular  manner,  or  to  the  same  mill, 
but  he  may  use  it  in  any  manner,  or  for  the  benefit  or  operation 
of  any  kind  of  machinery,  so  long  as  he  does  not  prejudice  the 
rights  of  others.'  This  right  to  substitute  new  uses  and  new 
machinery  is  rendered  indispensable  in  order  to  encourage 
improvements  in  machinery  and  to  enable  maimfacturers  to  avail 
themselves  of  profitable  avenues  of  business. 


Sec.  358.  It  has  been  illustrated  by  the  brief  statement  of  the 
rights  of  riparian  owners  that  those  rights  consist  in  a  reasonable  use 
of  the  water  of  the  stream,  and  it  follows  that  every  unreasonable 
use  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  others,  and  consequently  is  a 
nuisance.  As  to  what  constitutes  a  reasonable  or  unreasonable 
use  of  water  is  always  a  question  of  fact  depending  upon  the 
circumstances  of  each  case.  But  it  may  be  said  that  the  erection 
of  a  dam  across  a  stream,  to  such  a  height  as  to  flood  the  land 
above,  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  those  owning  lands  there, 
and  is  a  nuisance  which  renders  the  wrong-doer  liable  to  all  per- 
sons, whether  riparian  owners  or  not,  whose  lands  are  thereby 
flooded,  for  all  the  damages  which  they  sustain.* 


1  Elliott  V.  Shepherd,  12  Shep.  (Me.) 
371  ;  Boston  Water  Power  Co.  v.  Grey, 
6  Mete.  (Mass.)  131 ;  Kennedy  v.  Sco- 
ville,  12  Conn.  317;  Schuylkill  Nav. 
Co.  V.  Moore,  2  WLart.  (Penn.)  477; 
Dewey  v.  Bellows,  9  N.  H.  282 ;  Sumner 
V.  Foster,  7  Pick.  (Mass.)  32  ;  Saunders 
V.  Newman,  1  B.  &  Aid.  257 ;  Budding- 


ton  V.  Bradley,  10  Conn.  213 ;  Miller  v 
Lapham,  46  Vt.  525. 

2  King  V.  Tiffany,  9  Conn.  162;  Whit- 
tier  V.  Cocheco  Manuf.  Co.,  9  N.  H.  454. 

»  In  Stout  V.  McAdams,  2  Scam.  (111.) 
67,  the  court  held  that  no  person  had 
a  right  to  place  any  obstruction  in  a 
stream  so  as  to  set  the  water  back  upon 
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Not  only  is  this  true  of  the  actual  flooding  of  lands  by  sending 
the  waters  of  the  stream  over  the  banks  upon  the  surface  of  the 
land,  but  also  where  a  dam  is  constructed  so  as  to  throw  back  the 
water  in  unusual  quantities,  and  by  means  thereof  prevent  its 
natural  escape,  whereby  it  is  discharged  upon  land  below  in  unusual 
quantities,  or  so  that  it  percolates  into  the  land  of  an  owner  above, 
80  as  to  charge  his  soil  with  water  in  such  quantities  as  to  injure 
vegetation  thereon,  or  so  as  to  injure  the  water  in  wells,  or  t6 
produce  other  injury  by  charging  the  land  with  water,  these  are 
also  actionable  nuisances.'  So  too  where  the  water  is  thus  set 
back  upon  a  mill  above  so  as  to  prevent  the  free  and  usual  escape 
of  water  therefrom,  whereby  its  wheel  is  flooded,  or  any  injury 
produced  to  the  operation  of  the  mill  or  any  right  connected 
therewith." 

In  Butz  V.  Ihrie,  1  Rawle  (Penn.),  218,  which  was  an  action 
for  setting  the  waters  of  a  stream  back  upon  the  plaintiflF's  mill, 
the  court  say  :  "  Any  impediment  in  the  stream  caused  by  the 
defendant's  dam  by  which  the  plaintiff's  mill  is  stopped  from 
grinding  in  any  state  of  the  water,  or  made  to  grind  slower,  or 
worse  than  it  otherwise  would,  is  an  injury  to  the  plaintiff's 
rights  which  will  entitle  him  to  damages." 

Ifi  Stout  V.  Millbridge  Co.,  45  Me.  76,  it  was  held  that  the 
erection  and  maintenance  of  a  dam  without  authority,  where- 
by the  lands  of  those  above  in  the  stream  are  flooded,  as  well  as 
its  continuance  to  their  injury,  is  a  nuisance,  entitling  every  per- 

another's  land,  even  thougli  theob-  (N.  J.),  460;  Johns  v.  Stevens,  3  Vt. 
Btruction  is  a  dam  used  for  operating  a  308 ;  Sumney  v.  Mulford,  5  Blackf. 
mill.  Brown  «.  Bowen,  30  N.  Y.  537;  (Ind.)  203  ;  Bridgers  v.  Purcell,  1  Ired. 
Davis  V.  Fuller,  13  Vt.  178  ;  Garrish  v.  (N.  C.)  233  ;  Yeargain  v.  Johnson,  1 
Clough,  48  N.  H.  9  ;  1  Am.  Rep.  165  ;  Taylor  (N.  C),  80  ;  Hendricks  v.  John- 
Lee  V.  Pembroke,  57  Me.  481 ;  2  Am.  son,  6  Porter  (Ohio),  473 ;  Nichols  «. 
Rep.  59.  Aylor.  7  Leigh,  546  ;  Brown  v.  Bowen, 
1  Bassett  v.  Company,  43  N.  H.  578  ;  30  N.  Y.  513  ;  Griffen  v.  Foster,  8  Jones' 
Trustees  v.  Youmans,  50  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Law  (N.  C),  337. 

Sup.  Ct.)  338  ;  Hendricks  ^.  Cook,  4  Ga.         «  Brown  v.   Bowen,  30   N.  Y.   537; 

341  ;     Ripka    v.    Sergeant,    7    Watts  Davis  v.  Fuller,  13  Vt.  178.     But  this 

(Penn.),  9  ;  Company  v.  Goodale,  46  N.  is  restricted   to  the   ordinary  state  of 

H.  56 ;  Tilotson  «.  Smith,  33  id.  95  ;  the  water,  and   does  not  apply  to  an 

Cooper  v.  Barber,  3  Taunton,  99 ;  Odi-  extraordinary  and  unusual   condition 

orne  v.  Lyford,9  N.  H.  502;  Hutchin-  of  the  stream.     Smith  v.  Agawam  Oa- 

son  -0.  Granger,  13  Vt.  386 ;  Aldred's  nal   Co.,  3  Allen  (Mass.),  355 ;  Hill  v. 

Case,  9  Co.  59  ;  Bell  v.  McClintock,  9  Ward,  2  Gil.  385  ;  Blanchard  v.  Baker, 

Watts  (Penn.),   117  ;  Rex  v.  TrafEord,  8  Me.  253 ;  Cowles  ».  Kidder,  4  Foster 

1  B.  &  Ad.  874 ;  Merritt  v.  Parker,  Coxe  (N.  H.),  364. 


342  NUISANCES   RELATING  TO   WATER, 

son  whose  rio:hts  are  thus  injured  to  a  recovery  against  the  person 
erecting  or  continuing  it.' 

Sec.  359.  Benefits  derived  in  any  way  by  a  person  whose  lands 
are  injured  by  reason  of  the  erection  or  continuance  of  a  dam  by 
being  flooded  or  otherwise,  cannot  be  considered  in  an  action  to 
recover  for  such  injury.  The  act  is  in  itself  a  nuisance,  and  there 
cftn  be  no  set-off  of  benefits  resulting  therefrom,  against  the  actual 
injury." 

In  Stout  V.  McAdanis,  2  Scam.  (111.)  67,  the  defendant  erected 
a  dam  across  a  stream  that  flowed  through  the  land  of  the  plain- 
tiff located  above  the  dam,  and  although  producing  no  injury  in 
the  ordinary  condition  of  the  water,  was  yet  so  erected  that  upon 
the  occurrence  of  severe  storms  it  would  throw  the  water  back 
upon  the  plaintiff's  land.  The  court  held  that  every  flowing  back 
or  throwing  of  water  upon  the  lands  of  another  is  such  an  act  as 
entitles  the  individual  to  an  action  for  his  damages ;  and  though 
the  erection  of  the  dam  in  the  first  instance  was  lawful,  yet  if  in 
its  consequences  it  necessarily  damages  the  property  of  another, 
or  violates  his  right,  it  is  a  nuisance,  and  entitles  the  party  injured 
to  reparation  for  all  the  damage  sustained  by  him. 

Sec.  360.  If  a  party  seeks  to  avoid  liability  for  damages  arising 
from  the  flooding  of  lands  on  the  ground  of  a  license  from  the 
party  injured,  he  must  clearly  establish  a  license  io  flood  the  land. 
It  is  not  enough  to  show  that  the  party  consented  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  dam,  or  that  he  even  assisted  in  its  construction 
unless  he  could  then  have  known,  or  reasonably  foreseen,  that  his 
land  would  be  injured  by  the  dam  in  the  manner  complained  of.* 

J  Stoutw.  McAdams,2  Scam.  (Ill.)67;  But   in  any  event  where   a  person 

Pluinleigh  v.  Dawson,  1  Gil.  (111.)  544  ;  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  efiFecta 

Hill  ■».  Ward,  2  id.  285 ;  Rudd  v.  Wil-  of   an  act  has   consented  thereto,  he 

liams,  43  111.  385.  may  at  once  revoke  the  license,-and 

5  Gile  V.  Stevens,  13  Gray  (Mass.),  thereafter  the   person    to  whom   the 

146.  license  was  given  will  be  liable  for  all 

*  Bell  -e.  Elliott,  5  Black.  (Ind.)  113.  damages  resulting  therefrom. 

But   see  Cain  v.  Hays,  4   Dana  (Ky.),  Brown    v.    Bowen,  30    N.    Y.   519 ; 

338,  where  it  was  held  that  where  a  Smith  v.  Scott,    1   Kerr  (New  Bruns- 

person  had  consented  to  the  erection  wick),  1 ;  Allen  v.  Fiske,  42  Vt.  462 ; 

of  a  dam  this  consent  might  be  plead  Freeman  v.  Hadley,  33  N.  J.  523  ;  Eatia 

in  bar  in  an  action  to  recover   for  in-  v.  China,  56  Me.  407 ;  Eaton  v.  Winne, 

juries  sustained  therefrom.  20  Mich.  156;  Hamilton  v.  Wudolf,  36 
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If  the  dam  itself  is  so  erected  as  to  produce  damage  to  the  lands  of 
supra-riparian  owners,  it  is  a  nuisance,  and  parties  injured  thereby 
are  not  estopped  from  a  recovery  for  injuries  therefor  upon  the 
ground  of  acquiescence  in  its  construction,  unless  it  could  reason- 
ably have  been  ascertained  or  foreseen  at  the  time  of  its  erection 
that  it  would  produce  the  ill-results  complained  of.  In  this 
respect  it  stands  precisely  upon  the  same  ground  as  any  other 
nuisance,  and  the  rule  in  reference  to  acquiescence  therein,  and 
estoppel  by  reason  of  acquiescence,  is  that,  where  a  person  acquiesces 
in  the  erection  or  maintenance  of  any  thing  that  is  a  nuisance  j^e/* 
se,  or  that  he  might  reasonably  have  foreseen  would  become  a  nui- 
sance, a  court  of  equity  will  not  interfere  by  injunction  to  relieve 
him  from  the  effects  thereof,  but  his  remedy  at  law  remains  unless 
he  has  bound  himself  by  grant  or  license  sufficient  in  law  to  bar 
an  action,  or  unless  the  party  maintaining  the.  nuisance  has 
acquired  a  prescriptive  right  to  maintain  it.  The  law  presumes 
that  when  a  man  assents  to  the  doing  of  an  act,  he  only  assents 
to  its  being  so  done  as  not  to  injure  him.  The  case  of  Bankhardt 
V.  Houghton^  27  Beav.  425,  is  a  case  that  fully  illustrates  the 
whole  doctrine,  and  as  it  is  a  leading  and  well-considered  case  and 
difficult  of  access  to  the  profession  generally  I  will  give  the  sub- 
stance of  it  here.  In  that  case  the  plaintifi  claimed  that  as  the  de- 
fendant's termor  had  stood  by  and  seen  the  works  erected  without 
objection,  and  the  defendants  had  also  seen  them  enlarging  and 
extending  their  works  without  remonstrance  or  objection,  they 
were  thereby  estopped  from  setting  up  a  claim  for  damages  upon 
the  ground  that  the  business  was  a  nuisance  as  to  them.  The 
plaintiffs  w^ere  engaged  in  the  business  of  smelting  copper,  and  in 
rendering  the  copper  ore  noxious  vapors,  injurious  to  vegetation 

Md.  301 ;  Babcock  v.  Utter,  1  Abb.  (N  ful  by  the  forfeiture  or  revocation  of 
Y.)  27  ;  Miller  ■».  State,  39  Ind.  267 ;  the  license .  Where  a  person,  under  a 
Drake  ».  Wells,  11  Allen  (Mass.),  141 ;  license  and  in  reliance  thereon,  has 
Houston  t.  LaflFer,  46  N.  H.  505  ;  Moye  gone  on  and  made  large  expenditures 
®.  Tappan,  23  Cal.  306  ;  Seldon  u.  Canal  upon  the  land,  the  licensor  is  equitably 
Co.,  29  N.  Y.  634  ;  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  38  estopped  from  revoking  it  to  the  dam- 
Ala.  578 ;  Dodge  v.  McClintock,  47  N .  age  of  the  licensee  ;  and  a  court  of 
H.  383 ;  Giles  v.  Simonds,  15  Gray  equity  will  decree  a  specific  perform- 
(Mass.),  441 ;  Duinnen  v.  Rich,  22  Wis.  ance.  Cook  n.  Prigdon,  45  Ga.  331 ; 
550  ;  Dempsey  v.  Kipp,  62  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Pierson  «.  Canal  Co.,  2  Disney  (Ohio), 
S.  C.)  311 ;  Druse  «.  Wheeler,  22  Mich.  100  ;  R.  R.  Co.  ■p.  McLauchan,  59  Penn. 
439.  But,  what  is  lawfully  done  un-  St.  23. 
der  a  license  does  not  become  unlaw- 


344  NUISANCES   RELATING  TO   WATER. 

and  animal  life,  were  liberated,  and  these  exhalations  and  the 
deposits  produced  therefrom  injured  the  vegetation  in  the  vicinity, 
and  in  a  great  measure  destroyed  the  feed  in  the  pastures.  It 
appeared  that  in  1849  the  plaintiffs  came  into  possession  of  some 
spelter  and  zinc  works,  called  the  Red  Jacket  works,  in  the 
county  of  Glanmorgan.  Four  years  later,  in  1853,  the  defendant 
became  the  occupant  of  two  farms  in  the  vicinity.  One  known 
as  Coed-y-Arl,  and  the  other  Coed-y-Arl  IsTcof.  The  first  nearly 
adjoined  the  plaintiffs'  works.  The  nuisance  went  on  increasing 
until  1856,  when  the  defendant  brought  his  action  at  law  against 
the  plaintiff  for  the  injury  done  to  his  farm  by  the  nuisance,  and 
recovered  a  verdict  of  £450. 

The  plaintiff  thereupon  filed  his  bill  in  equity  against  the 
defendant,  alleging  that  he  had  expended  large  sums  of  money 
in  the  enlargement  and  improvement  of  his  works  with  the  full 
knowledge  and  privity  of  the  defendant's  lessors,  who,  as  the 
plaintiff  alleged,  had  acquiesced  in  and  encouraged  it.  The  bill 
also  alleged  that  the  defendant,  before  he  became  the  occupant 
of  the  premises,  inspected  the  works,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
the  injury  likely  to  be  produced  by  them  to  the  farms,  and  was 
fully  aware  of  all  the  plaintiff's  righfs  and  claims  of  rights  before 
he  purchased,  and  asked  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  en- 
forcement of  the  judgment.  The  evidence  did  not  sustain  all 
the  allegations  of  the  bill,  and  rather  established  a  passive  non- 
interference than  a  direct  acquiescence. 

But  it  did  appear  that  the  termor  and  the  tenants  both  knew 
of  the  existence  of  the  works,  and  had  taken  no  steps  to  prevent 
the  manufacture  or  the  enlargement  of  the  works.  In  denying 
the  prayer  of  the  bill  Lord  John  Romillt,  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
delivered  a  masterly  opinion  which  commends  itself  as  an 
authority,  because  of  the  cogency  of  its  reasoning  and  the  sound- 
ness of  its  doctrine.  "  There  are,"  he  said,  "  two  questions  to  be 
considered  in  this  case.  First,  the  extent  of  acquiescence  alleged 
and  proved  ;  and  second,  the  legal  consequence  of  such  acquies- 
cence as  is  proved.  On  the  first,  as  to  the  acquiescence,  this  is 
proved,  and  indeed  not  contested  by  the  defendant.  First,  that 
the  termor  and  the  defendant,  when  he  took  the  farm,  were  well 
aware  of  the  extent   of  the   works,  and   that  the  tenants  who 
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assigned  the  lease  to  the  defendant  had  seen  them  while  they  were 
oeing  erected  and  did  not  take  any  steps  to  prevent  the  erection. 
These  facts  are  very  material  for  some  purposes,  and  if  the  pres- 
ent case  were  reversed,  and  the  defendant  was  here  seeking  to 
restrain  the  plaintiffs  from  permitting  the  vapors  to  issue  from  his 
furnace  and  to  be  deposited  on  his  land,  I  should,  on  the  facts, 
deem  that  the  defendant  was  debarred  from  any  right  to  obtain 
any  such  relief  as  is  afforded  by  an  injunction,  and  that  he 
must  be  left  to  his  remedy  at  law.  The  roasting  furnaces  are 
said  to  be  those  which  produced  the  principal  injury.  The 
original  number  was  small.  I  think  three  only.  In  1853  they 
were  increased  to  seven.  The  evidence  shows  that  no  damage 
was  experienced  until  1853,  and  that  then  it  was  very  slight.  I 
think  it  unreasonable  to  contend  that,  because  a  man  has  acqui- 
esced in  the  erection  of  certain  works  which  have  produced  little 
or  no  injury,  he  is  not  afterward  to  have  any  remedy,  if,  by  in- 
crease of  works,  he  sustains  serious  damage.  I  am  unable  to 
accede  to  this  doctrine.  It  is  wan-anted  by  no  authority  that  I  am 
aware  of.  It  would  follow  that  a  partial  obscuration  of  ancient 
lights,  if  assented  to,  involved  a  consent  to  their  total  obscura- 
tion, and  that  any  easement  assented  to  might  be  at  any  time 
increased  at  the  pleasure  of  the  grantee,  provided  it  could  be 
shown  that  the  increase  was  only  the  probable  consequence  of 
the  easement  if  found  beneficial.  But  I  do  not  assent  even  to 
the  extent  of  the  first  limited  statement  of  the  proposition. 

"  It  may  well  be  that  a  person's  assent  is  given  under  an  errone- 
ous opinion,  and  in  ignorance  of  the  actual  consequences.  Is 
that  mistake  of  fact  to  bind  him  forever  after  ?  I  think  not.  The 
courts  hold  in  cases  of  election,  that  a  man  is  not  bound  by  an  elec- 
tion that  he  has  made  in  ignorance  of  the  real  facts  of  the  case.  Un- 
doubtedly there  is  this  important  consideration  to  be  borne  in 
mind  in  dealing  with  such  cases.  Whether  the  court  can  place 
both  parties  back  in  the  same  position  that  they  were  in  when 
the  first  act  was  acquiesced  in,  on  the  one  side,  or  done  on  the 
other.     If  it  can,  it  may  be  the  duty  of  the  court  to  do  so. 

But,  if  the  court  cannot  place  both  parties  in  tlie  same  posi- 
tion, its  usual  course  is  to  decline  all  interference,  and  if  the 
defendant  was  here  asking  for  an  injunction,  I  should,  upon  the 

44 
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facts  stated,  leave  him  to  his  legal  remedy.  But  it  is  error  to 
suppose  that  the  opposite  of  that  proposition  holds  good,  and  that, 
because  the  court  would  not  interfere  to  aid  him,  it  will  there- 
fore interfere  to  aid  the  wrong-doer.  In  this  instance  I  find  that 
both  parties  were  ignorant  of  the  effects  of  the  works ;  but  if 
the  plaintiff  knew  and  the  defendant  did  not,  then  the  plaintiff 
would  hold  an  undue  advantage,  against  which  the  court  would 
relieve  him.  But  both  being  equally  ignorant,  is  the  defendant 
to  be  made  to  suffer  for  his  ignorance  more  than  the  plaintiff  ? 
Why  is  his  easement  to  works  that  did  not  then,  and  were  never 
expected  to,  injure  him,  to  confer  on  one  the  right  to  erect  works 
in  addition  that  will  produce  that  result  ? 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  defendant's  lessors  never  assented 
to  the  works  as  enlarged,  and  that  his  assent  to  the  works  was  to 
the  limited  extent  that  they  existed  then,  and  such  assent  cannot 
be  enlarged.  If,  when  the  assent  was  given,  the  consequences  of 
the  act  assented  to  were  obvious  and  plain,  that  would  be  one  thing, 
but  if  the  consequences  were  doubtful  and  not  obvious,  that  is 
quite  a  different  thing. 

This  may  be  easily  illustrated.  If  a  person  permit  me  to  open 
a  window  overlooking  his  close,  he  knows  the  exact  consequences 
of  that  permission,  namely,  that  he  is  liable  forever  after  to  be 
overlooked,  and  that  he  cannot  ever  after  build  on  that  close  so 
as  to  obscure  said  window.  This  is  the  extent  of  the  injury  that 
can  be  produced,  and  he  cannot  say  that  he  did  not  foresee  it. 
So,  if  he  allow  another  a  right  of  way  across  his  meadow,  he 
knows  and  can  actually  estimate  the  injury  that  must  follow.  But 
if  the  tenant  allows  the  lord  of  the  manor  to  work  the  coals  under  f i 
the  close  of  the  copshold  by  offset  out  of  the  adjoining  land,  does 
it  therefore  follow,  if  the  lord  in  mining  the  coal  works  so  near 
the  surface  as  to  destroy  the  farm  buildings,  he  is  to  have  no 
remedy  at  law  for  the  injury  so  done  to  him  ?  Could  the  lord  allege 
that  the  tenant  must  have  known  that  the  coal  lay  near  the  sur- 
face, and  that  such  a  result  was  probable,  from  its  having  often 
occurred  in  the  neighborhood?  Certainly  not.  But  all  such 
illustrations  are  weaker  than  the  case  before  the  court,  and  the 
strongest  illustration  of  the  distinction  to  be  taken  in  such  cases 
appears  to  be  the  case  of  works  erected,  which  at  first  seem  to  be 
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innocuous,  but  which  afterward  become  seriously  injurious 
to  the.  property  of  adjoining  land  owners.  This  is  precisely  the 
case  where  equity  declines  to  interfere  on  either  side  and  leaves 
the  parties  to  their  remedy  at  law." 

Sec.  361.  In  Brown  v.  Bowen,  30  N.  T.  519,  the  eflfect  of 
assent  to  the  erection  of  a  dam  by  a  supra  riparian  proprietor 
was  ably  discussed  and  decided  by  the  court,  and  as  the  case  is  of 
general  interest  upon  this  question  I  will  give  its  main  features 
here.  The  plaintiflPs  brought  their  action  for  injuries  sustained 
by  them  by  reason  of  the  flooding  of  their  premises  by  a  mill- 
dam  maintained  by  the  defendants  upon  a  stream  that  ran  through 
the  lands  of  both  parties. 

The  defendant,  among  other  things,  denied  all  liability  in  the 
action  because  the  dam  was  built  by  the  plaintifi'  or  by  his  assent 
and  assistance,  and  this  position  was  not  denied  by  the  plaintiff, 
so  that  the  question  as  to  the  effect  of  these  acts  was  directly 
before  and  passed  upon  by  the  court.  Judgment  having  been 
given  for  the  plaintiff  the  case  came  before  the  court  of  appeals 
for  final  determination,  and  Mullin,  J.,  in  disposing  of  this 
branch  of  the  case,  said :  "  It  is  true  that  the  dam  was  built 
with  the  assent  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  it  is  quite  probable  one  of 
them  may  have  aided  in  the  work.  But  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  defendants  needed  no  assent  from  the  plaintiffs 
to  build  a  dam  on  their  own  side  of  the  river,  on  their  own 
land,  provided  that  such  dam  caused  no  damage  to  the  plaintiff's 
property.  If  the  defendants  proposed  to  so  build  their  dam  as 
to  throw  tlie  water  back  on  the  plaintiffs'  wheels,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  why  the  plaintiffs  should  consent  to  the  building  of  the  dam, 
or  to  work  on  it  without  consideration.  The  probability  is  that 
the  jury  found  that  the  plaintiffs'  consent  and  aid  were  given  on 
the  condition  that  the  work  should  be  so  done  as  not  to  injure 
the  plaintiffs. 

"  It  is  said  that  the  remedy  of  the  plaintiffs  is  an  action  for 
breach  of  the  agreement  by  the  defendants  to  so  build  the  dam 
as  not  to  injure  the  plaintiffs.  Technically,  there  was  no  such 
agreement,  although  doubtless  the  law  might  imply  one  if  it  was 
necessary,  to  prevent  injustice,  but  the  parties  did  not  understand 
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that  the  rights  of  either  party  vested  in  agreement.  The  acts 
and  assent  of  the  plaintiffs  might  be  treated  as  a  parol  license  on 
condition,  which  condition  has  never  been  performed,  and  hence 
the  license  fails.  But  the  facts  proved  do  not  amount  to  a  license 
even. 

"  The  consent  of  the  plaintiffs,  then,  can  only  operate  by  way 
of  estoppel,  and  it  cannot  thus  operate  because  of  the  implied 
condition  upon  which  such  aid  and  assent  were  given." 

A  question  similar  in  all  respects  came  before  the  New  Bruns- 
wick courts  in  Smith  v.  Scott,  1  Kerr.  (N".  B.)  1. 

In  that  case  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  was  present  at,  and 
himself  and  servants  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  dam.  The 
dam,  when  erected,  having  set  the  water  back  upon  his  premises 
he  brought  this  suit  for  damages.  The  defendant  objected  to  a 
recovery  against  him,  upon  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  had 
assented  to,  and  had  aided  in,  the  construction  of  the  dam.  The 
court  held  that  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  aided  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  dam  could  not  be  set  up  as  an  estoppel  to  his  recov- 
ery for  the  damages  resulting  therefrom,  unless  there  were 
reasonable  grounds  to  believe  that  the  effects  would  be  injurious 
to  his  rights. 

That  the  fact  of  his  assent  to  the  construction  of  the  dam,  and 
his  aiding  therein,  were  not  evidence  of  his  assent  to  the  damag- 
ing of  his  lands,  but  that  it  was  proper  for  the  jury  to  consider 
these  facts,  to  find  whether  he  was  aware  of  the  extent  of  the 
effects  that  the  dam  would  produce. 


Seo.  362.  When  assent  has  been  given  to  one  by  another  to 
do  an  act,  the  natural  and  probable  consequences  of  which  are  to 
produce  a  certain  result,  and  the  person  to  whom  the  assent  is 
given  goes  on  and  expends  money  on  the  strength  of  the  assent 
and  makes  erections  of  a  permanent  character,  while  the  consent 
does  not  give  any  interest  in  the  land,  and  at  law  is  revocable  at 
any  time,  even  though  given  for  a  consideration,  yet  a  court  of 
equity  will  enforce  it  as  an  agreement,  to  give  the  right,  in  a  case 
of  fraud  or  great  hardship,  or  will  generally  enjoin  a  party  from 
revoking  it.  But  it  must  be  made  to  appear  in  such  a  case,  to 
entitle  a  party  to  such  relief,  that  the  license  has  not  been  ex- 
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ceeded,  and  that  its  exercise  produces  no  more  injury  to  the  party 
than  might  have  been  reasonably  foreseen  or  apprehended. 

In  Veghte  et  al.  v.  The  Raritan  Water  Power  Co.,  19  N.  J. 
142,  this  question  was  discussed  by  the  court  upon  an  application 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  raising  and 
tightening  their  dam  on  the  Raritan  river,  by  which  it  was 
claimed  that  a  larger  portion  of  the  water  of  the  river  would  be 
diverted  than  formerly. 

The  defendants  set' up  a  consent  from  the  plaintiffs,  or  a  part 
of  them,  to  the  diversion  of  the  water,  in  writing,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  works  and  the  diversion  of  water  under  it.  The  chan- 
cellor says :  "  The  consent  in  such  case  is  only  a  license,  at  law  or 
in  equity.  In  general,  a  license  at  law  will  create  no  estate  in 
the  lands  of  the  licensor,  but  will  justify  or  excuse  any  acts  done 
under  it.  It  is  revocable,  even  when  given  for  a  consideration. 
But  in  such  cases  where  the  revocation  would  be  a  fraud,  courts 
of  equity  give  a  remedy,  either  by  restraining  the  revocation  or 
by  construing  the  license  as  an  agreement  to  give  the  right,  and 
compelling  a  specihc  performance."  ' 

Sec.  363.  As  to  the  effect  to  be  given  to  a  license  from  one 
to  do  an  act  upon  his  land,  at  law,  the  court  of  New  Jersey  in 
the  case  of  Hetfield  v.  Tfie  Ceni/ral  R.  R.  Co. ,  5  Dutcher  (N.  J.), 

'  Brown   «.   Bowen,   30   X.  T.   543 ;  transmitted  in  the  like  manner  subject 

Foster  v.  Browning,  4  R.  I.  47.    In  ex-  to  the  easement. 

parte    Coburn,   1    Cow.   (N.    T.)   568,  "  But  a  license  is  an  authority  to  do 

the  court  say  :    "  A  license  to  enter  on  a  particular  act  or  series  of  acts  upon 

land  for  any  purpose  is  not  an  interest  another's  land,  without  possessing  any 

therein ;   it  is  a  mere  authority,  per-  interest  therein.     A  license,  when  ex- 

sonal,  to  the  grantee,  and  revocable  at  ecuted,  will  prevent  the  owner  of  the 

the  will  of  the  grantor."  land   from  maintaining  an  action  for 

In  Wolfe  -o.  Frost,  4  Sand.  Ch.  (N.  an  act  done  under  it,  but  it  is  revoc- 
Y.)  72,  the  court  thus  defines  the  dis-  able  at  pleasure,  and  will  not  be  a  de- 
tinction  between  an  easement  and  a  fense  for  an  act  done  after  it  is  re- 
license  :  "  An  easement  is  a  privilege  voked."  See  also  Bridges  v.  Purcell, 
without  profit,  which  the  owner  of  1  Dev.  &  Bat.  (N.  C.)  492 ;  Hull  v.  Bab- 
one  neighboring  tenement  has  of  an-  cock,  4  Johns.  (N.  T.)  418.  In  Mum- 
other  by  prescription,  or  by  grant,  by  ford  v.  Whitney,  15  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
which  the  servient  owner  is  obliged  to  379,  the  whole  doctrine  of  license  is 
suffer,  or  not  to  do  something  on  his  ably  discussed  by  Savage,  J.,  and  will 
own  lands  for  the  advantage  of  the  be  found  a  full  authority  for  the  doc- 
dominant  owner.  trine  stated  above.     Houston  v.  Laflfee, 

"  An    easement    is    an    incorporeal  46  N.  H.  508  ;  Cook  v.  Prigden,  45  Ga. 

hereditament,  and    passes    with    the  831  ;   Pierson  v.  Canal   Co.,  2   Disney 

dominant  tenement   by  grant,  or  sue-  (Ohio),  100 ;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McLaughan, 

cession,  and  the  servient  tenement  is  59  Penn.  St.  28. 
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571,  is  in  point.  In  that  case  the  charter  of  the  defendant  author- 
ized them  to  enter  upon  and  take  the  lands  required  for  their 
road,  but  directed  that  the_y  should  not  enter  without  the  consent 
of  the  owner.  The  defendant  entered  upon  the  plaintiffs  lands  by 
his  consent,  but  did  not  take  any  conveyance  from  him  in  the 
manner  required  by  law,  in  order  to  give  them  right  or  title. 
The'  court  held  that  this  consent  did  not  dispense  with 
the  necessity  of  a  deed  or  conveyance  of  the  land  or  right, in  the 
form  required  by  law.  That  it  was  not  a  consent  that  was 
intended  to  confer  a  title,  and  was  revocable. 

In  Wood  V.  Ledhitter,  13  M.  &  W.  837,  the  question  as  to  the 
effect  of  a  license  arose  in  an  action  of  assault  and  battery.  The 
evidence  disclosed  that  the  plaintiff  purchased  a  ticket  for  the 
sum  of  one  guinea,  which  entitled  him  to  admission  to  the  grand- 
stand. That  the  Earl  of  Ellington  was  one  of  the  stewards  of 
the  races,  and  that  the  tickets  were  issued  by  the  stewards,  but 
were  not  signed  by  Lord  Ellington.  That  under  this  ticket  the 
plaintiff  entered  the  ground  on  one  of  the  race  days,  when  the 
defendant,  who  was  a  policeman,  under  the  directions  of  Lord 
Ellington,  who  first  ordered  him  to  leave,  upon  his  refusing  to 
do  so  committed  the  assault  complained  of,  using  no  more  force 
than  was  necessary  for  that  purpose.  Upon  the  trial  the  judge 
directed  the  jury  that,  assuming  the  ticket  to  have  been 
sold  to  the  plaintiff  under  the  sanction  of  Lord  Ellington, 
it  still  was  lawful  for  Lord  Ellington,  without  returning  the 
guinea,  to  order  the  plaintiff  to  quit  the  inclosure,  and  that 
after  a  reasonable  time  had  elapsed,  if  he  failed  to  leave,  then  the 
plaintiff  was  not  on  the  ground  by  the  leave  and  license  of  Lord 
Ellington,  and  the  defendant  would  be  justified  in  removing  him 
under  his  orders,  and  this  ruling  was  sustained  in  Exchequer. 

In  Miller  v.  The  Auburn  (&  Syracuse  E.  R.  Co.,  6  Hill  (N. 
Y.),  61,  which  was  a  case  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  Hetfield  v. 
Th  Ceni/ral  R.  R.  Co.,  before  referred  to,  the  defendants  erected 
their  railroad  with  an  embankment  upon  Garden  street  in  Au- 
burn, interrupting  the  plaintiff's  access  to  his  premises,  in  1839, 
and  maintained  it  until  1842,  when  this  suit  was  brought.  The 
defendants  offered  to  prove  that  the  embankment  was  raised  under 
a  parol  license  from  the  plaintiff,  but  the  proof  was  excluded  by 
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the  court,  and  the  case  was  heard  in  the  supreme  court  upon  the 
question  of  the  admissibility  of  that  evidence.  Cow  en,  J., 
among  other  things,  said :  "  If  what  the  defendants  in  this  case 
proposed  to  show  was  true,  viz.,  that  the  plaintiflF  verbally  author- 
ized the  making  of  the  railway,  while  the  authority  remained,  their 
acts  were  not  wrongful.  License  is  defined  to  be  a  power  or 
authority.  So  long  as  the  license  was  not  countermanded,  the 
defendants  were  acting  in  the  plaintiff  's  own  right." 

In  this  case  the  court  uphold  a  license  as  a  defense  until 
it  is  revoked,  and  hold  that  it  must  be  revoked  before  an 
action  can  be  brought ;  but  in  Veghte  v.  The  Raritan  Power  Co., 
ante,  the  court  held  that  the  bringing  of  the  action  is  a  revocation 
of  itself,  and  all  that  is  necessary.  But  the  former  would  seem  to 
be  the  better  rule,  and  the  one  generally  adopted.  The  following 
authorities  will  be  found  applicable  upon  the  question  of  the  effect 
of  a  license. ' 


I  Ex  parte  Coburn,  1  Cow.  (N.  T.) 
670;  Cook  v.  Stearns,  11  Mass.  533; 
Ruggles  V.  Lesure,  24  Pick.  (Mass.)  190 ; 
Prince  v.  Case,  10  Conn.  375  ;  Rex  v. 
Herndon-on-thehill,  4  M.  &  S.  565 ; 
Fentiman  ■».  Smith,  4  East,  107  ;  Hew- 
lins  V.  Shipman,  5  B.  «&  C.  232 ;  Bryan 
t).  Whistler,  8  id.  288  ;  Cacker  «.Cowper, 
1  C.  M.  &  R.  418  ;  Wallis  v.  Harrison, 
4  M.  &  W.  538.  It  has  been  held  in 
some  of  the  cases  that  the  effect  of  a 
license  executed,  as  for  instance  to  enter 
upon  laud  to  erect  a  house  or  dam,  and 
followed  by  user,  is  to  give  the  licensee 
a  right  to  personal  property  upon  the 
land  of  the  grantor,  and  although  re- 
vocable at  will,  yet  the  licensee  can 
enter  for  its  removal  although  not 
to  maintain  or  use  the  property 
there.  That  the  license  is  irrevocable 
as  to  the  right  to  remove  the  property. 
Barnes  v.  Barnes,  6  Vt.  388 ;  Prince  v. 
Case,  ante  ;  Van  Ness  «.  Packard,  2  Pet. 
(U.  S.)  143;  Cary  v.  Ins.  Co.,  10  Pick. 
(Mass.)  540  ;  Marcy  v.  Darling,  8  id.  283. 

There  are  a  class  of  cases,  however, 
particularly  in  Pennsylvania,  where  it 
is  held  that  where  acts  have  been  done 
in  pursuance  of  a  license  and  relying 
upon  it,  the  license  operates  as  an 
equitable  estoppel,  and  the  licensor 
will  be  estopped  from  revoking  it  to 
the  injury  of  the  licensee,  so  long  as 


the  license  is  not  exceeded.  But  that 
for  all  excess  of  use  an  action  may  be 
maintained.  Bridge  Co.  v.  Bragg,  11 
N.  H.  102 ;  Lefevre  v.  Lefevre,  4  S.  & 
R.  (Penn.)  241;  Ricker  v.  Kelly,  1 
Greenl.  (Me.)  117;  Hepburn  v.  Mc- 
Dowell, 17  S.  &  R.  (Penn.)  383;  Cook 
V.  Prigdon,  45  Ga.  331 ;  12  Am.  R.  582; 
Houston  V.  Laffe,  46  N.  H.  608. 

In  Selden  v.  Delaware  &  Hudson 
Canal  Co.,  29  N.  Y.  634,  where  defend- 
ants entered  upon  the  lands  of  plain- 
tiff by  parol  license  from  him,  and  en- 
larged the  same,  it  was  held  that  the 
license  operated  as  a  defense  to  all  that 
had  been  done  under  it,  but  would 
not  justify  a  maintenance  of  the  same 
after  the  license  is  revoked.  The  same 
was  also  held  in  Mumford  v.  Whitney, 
15  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  380  ;  Foot  v.  N.  H.  & 
Northampton  Co.,  23  Conn.  214  ;  Eggle- 
ston  v.  N.  Y.  &  H.  R.  R.  R,  Co.,  35 
Barb.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Gi.)  162.  In  Wood- 
ard  V.  Seeley,  11  111.  157,  it  was  held 
that  a  license  by  deed  or  parol  is  al- 
ways revocable,  unless  coupled  with 
an  interest  and  executed,  and  that  tlien 
it  is  irrevocable. 

In  Kimball  v.  Yates,  14  111.  464,  it 
was  held  that  a  parol  license  to  cross  a 
man's  farm  is  revocable  at  any  time 
at  the  will  of  the  licensor. 
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Sec.  364.  The  case  of  Roberts  v.  Rose^  1  Exch.  (L.  E.)  82,  is  a 
leading  case  both  upon  the  effect  of  a  license,  the  right  to  revoke 
it,  and  the  right  of  parties  to  abate  nuisances  affecting  their  indi- 
vidual rights. 

In  that  case  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiffs  were  the  lessees  of  a 
colliery  called  the  Bank  Colliery,  and  that  in  1861  they  obtained 
from  the  owner  of  the  fee  of  the  adjoining  lands  written  permis- 
sion to  make  a  water-course  from  their  colliery  to  an  old  pit  in 
what  was  called  the  Broadwater  Colliery.  A  part  of  the  surface 
of  the  Broadwater  colliery  was  at  that  time  in  possession  of  a 
tenant,  and  the  plaintiffs  also  procured  a  license  from  him  to 
build  and  maintain  the  water-course  in  question,  and  the  tenant 
also  nsed  the  water-course  for  the  prosecution  of  the  business  of 
brick  making.  Shortly  after  the  water-course  was  built,  the 
plaintiffs  were  required  by  the  owners  of  the  fee  to  extend  the 
water-course  over  the  spoil  banks  of  the  old  pit,  so  as  to  join 
another  water-course  that  had  formerly  been  built  to  carry  away 
the  waters  from  the  Broadwater  colliery,  and  which  was  discharged 
into  a  neighboring  canal. 

The  premises  over  which  the  water-course  extended  were  sub- 
ject to  mortgage,  and  early  in  1861,  but  after  the  water-course 
was  built,  the  defendants  leased  the  Broadwater  colliery  of  the 
mortgagors.  The  lease  was  of  the  coal  in  or  under  the  land,  and 
leave  was  given  to  the  defendant  to  occupy  such  parts  of  the 
lands  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  due  carrying  on  of  the  coal 
mines,  and  also  to  make  use  of  the  water-courses  over  the  land. 
The  lessors  reserved  the  right  to  make  water-courses  for  certain 
mines  on  the  land,  proper  compensation  being  made  to  the  lessees 
therefor. 

The  defendant,  on  entering  into  possession,  assented  to  the 
continuance  of  the  plaintiffs'  water-course,  and  certain  changes 
were  made  therein  at  the  defendant's  request,  and  the  extension 
thereof  was  also  made  as  required  by  the  owner  of  the  fee. 

In  1863  the  defendant  applied  to  the  plaintiffs  for  a  money  pay- 
ment in  consideration  of  their  use  of  the  water-course,  but  the 
plaintiffs  refused  to  comply  with  their  demand,  insisting  that, 
under  their  license  from  the  owner  of  the  fee,  they  were  entitled 
to  continue  their  water-course  as  it  was. 
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The  defendants  thereupon  gave  them  notice  that  the  water- 
course must  be  discontinued,  and  the  plaintiffs,  not  having  dis- 
continued it,  the  defendant  stopped  up  the  water-course  on  the 
lands  of  the  tenant,  from  whom  the  plaintiffs  had  license,  near 
the  boundary  of  the  premises  occupied  by  the  plaintiffs.  The 
result  of  this  obstruction  was  to  pen  back  and  throw  the  water 
pumped  from  the  plaintiff's  mines  back  upon  the  plaintiff's 
premises,  and  by  its  accumulation  there  it  percolated  through  the 
soil  into  their  mines. 

The  court  held  that  the  license  to  the  plaintiffs  was  revocable, 
and,  having  been  revoked,  deprived  them  of  the  right  to  main- 
tain the  water-course,  but  that  the  defendant  was  bound  to  adopt 
a  reasonable  mode  of  abating  the  nuisance,  and  so  as  to  do  no 
unnecessary  or  unreasonable  damage,  and  if  the  mode  adopted 
by  him  was  unreasonable  and  unnecessary  he  would  be  liable. 
A  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiff,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
obstruction  of  the  water  was  unreasonable  and  unnecessary  at 
the  point  where  it  was  made,  and  upon  hearing  on  exceptions  in 
exchequer,  the  verdict  was  sustained. 

Sec.  365.  It  is  an  actionable  nuisance  to  flood  the  lands 
of  a  lower  riparian  owner,  or  other  person,  by  an  unnatural  or 
spasmodic  discharge  of  water  from  a  dam,  or  by  reason  of  the 
giving  way  of  the  dam,  or  any  other  artificial  contrivance  for 
pressing  back,  or  holding  the  water  in  quantities  beyond  its  usual 
volume  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  or  in  a  pond  used  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  by  bringing  into  a  stream  'the  waters  of  another  stream, 
or  from  other  sources  that  would  not  naturally  flow  there,  except 
such  surface  waters  or  waters  arising  from  the  lawful  drainage 
of  lands  bordering  on  the  stream.  A  mill  owner  who  thus 
brings  water  into  a  stream  from  unnatural  or  unusual  sources,  is 
entitled  to  the  use  of  that  quantity  of  water  in  addition  to  the 
quantity  belonging  to  him  by  virtue  of  his  natural  right  or  other- 
wise ;  but  the  bringing  of  the  water  there  is  an  actionable 
nuisance  to  those  below  him  on  the  stream,  even  though  they 
sustain  no  actual  damage.;  for  they  have  a  right  to  the  natural 
flow  of  the  stream,  and  without  addition  or  diminution,  and  any 
interference  with  this  natural  right  is  clearly  within  the  idea  of 
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a  nuisance.  By  long  user  in  using  the  stream  for  the  discharge 
of  the  water  thus  artificially  brought  into  it,  the  wrong-doer 
would  acquire  the  right  thus  to  discharge  it,  and  would  thus  to 
this  extent  create  a  servitude  upon  all  the  estates  below  him. 

Therefore,  the  act  is  actionable  without  special  damage.  But 
if,  by  reason  of  the  bringing  of  this  water  into  the  stream  before 
an  easement  to  that  extent  is  acquired,  any  person  below  him  on 
the  stream  sustains  a  special  injury,  he  is  answerable  therefor, 
and  no  degree  of  care  exercised  by  him,  will  shield  him  from  lia- 
bility. He  is  a  wrong-doer  db  initio,  and  his  act  continues 
wrongful  until  it  ripens  into  a  legal  right  by  long  user  in  the 
manner  necessary  to  acquire  the  right.' 

So,  too,  it  is  the  right  of  every  riparian  owner  to  drain  his 
lands  into  the  stream  flowing  through  them,  and  the  erection  of 
a  dam  below,  that  interferes  with  this  right,  is  a  nuisance,  and  the 
person  injured  thereby  may  abate  so  much  of  the  dam  as  is 
necessary  to  secure  his  rights,"  and  if  the  dam  sets  back  the 
waters  so  that  they  become  stagnant,  and  interfere  with  the  health 
of  the  people,  it  is  both  a  public  and  a  private  nuisance,  and  is 
actionable  and  indictable  as  such.' 


1  Mabie  v.  Matthewson,  17  Wis.  1  ; 
Bailey  v.  Mayor,  etc.,  3  Hill  (N.  T.), 
531 ;  Lapham  v.  Curtis,  5  Vt.  371. 

"  Hastings  v.  Livermore,  7  Gray 
(Mass.),  194;  Treat  «.  Bates,  ante; 
Waffle  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Barb.  (N.  Y. 
S.  C.)  413. 

8  Treat    v.    Bates,    27    Mich,    360; 


Townsend  v.  People,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.), 
479 ;  State  v.  Stoughton,  5  Wis.  291 ; 
Rooker  ®.  Perkins,  14  id.  79 ;  Com. 
v.  Webb,  6  Rand.  (Va.),  736  ;  Miller  v. 
Trueheart,  4  Leigh.  (Va.)  529  ;  Day 
■».  State,  4  Wis.  387  ;  Spencer  «.  Com., 
2  Leigh.  (Va.)  759:  Munson  v.  The 
People,  5  Parker's  Cr.  {N.  Y.)  16. 
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CHAPTEK  NINTH. 

DIVERSION   AND   DETENTION  OF  WATBB. 

Sec.  366.  Diversion  of  water. 

367.  Disturbance  of  natural  flow  of  water,  actionable. 

368.  Detention  of  water. 

369.  Rights  as  between  mill  owners. 

370.  Rule  in  Pollitt  v.  Long. 

371.  Reasonableness  of  detention,  question  of  fact  for  a  jwy. 
373.  Effect  of  restrictions  by  grant. 

373.  ^Vllen  restrictions  are  imposed  by  acts  of  the  parties. 

374.  Uses  in  excess  of  natural  right. 

375.  Right  to  use  water  for  purposes  of  irrigation. 

376.  Rule  in  Van  Hoesen  v.  Coventry. 

Sec.  36H.  The  diminution  of  the  water  of  a  stream  by  divert- 
ing it  from  its  natural  (fcannel  and  not  retm-ning  it  thereto 
is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  lower  riparian  owners,  amounting 
to  a  nuisance,  for  which  an  action  will  lie  against  the  party  mak- 
ing tlie  diversion.  No  actual  damage  need  be  sustained  in  order 
to  uphold  an  action,  as  it  is  the  injury  to  the  right  that  forms  the 
gist  of  the  complaint.  Injuries  of  this  character  were  recognized 
as  actionable  nuisances  at  a  very  early  date.  In  LuttrelVs  Case, 
4  Coke,  86,  this  question  was  discussed  by  the  court,  and  it  was 
held,  that  while  a  person  who  had  acquired  a  prescriptive  right  to 
the  use  of  water  in  a  particular  manner  might  use  the  same  quan- 
tity in  any  other  way,  yet  he  might  not  divert  any  part  of  the  water 
from  the  stream,  so  that  it  would  not  go  to  the  proprietors  below 
in  its  usual  flow  and  volume.  And  this  doctrine  was  held  in  all 
the  early  cases.  The  distinction  between  the  early  and  modern 
cases  arises  simply  from  the  fact  that  in  the  early  cases  parties 
were  held  up  to  the  exercise  of  strictly  natural  rights,  while  in  the 
modern  cases,  the  rule  is  so  far  extended  as  to  protect  a  person  in 
his  use  of  the  water  tor  any  purpose,  so  long  as  he  does  not 
in  any  measure  prevent  the  beneficial  use  of  it  by  an  owner 
below  him  on  the  stream.' 

'  In  Parke  v.  Kilham,  8  Cal.  77,  the  flowing  to  a  mining  claim  is  as  mucL 

court  say  that  it  is  as  much  a  nuisance  a  nuisance   as   a   dam  that  floods  it. 

to  turn  aside  from  one's  premises  a  Oliver  v.  Fenner,  2  Durfee  (R .  I.),  215. 
useful  element,  as  to  turn  upon  them        In  Wadsworth  v.  Tilotson,  15  Conn, 

one  that  is  destructive,  and  that    a  3p9,  it  was  held  that  a  diversion  of  the 

ditch  that  diverts  the  water  rightfully  water  reasonably  necessary  for  domes- 
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In  Wehb  v.  Portland  Manufacturing  Co.,  3  Sum.  (C.  C.  U.  S.) 
189,  which  was  heard  before  Judge  Story  who  delivered  the  opin- 
ion in  the  case,  and  which  is  a  leading  case  upon  this  subject,  it 
appeared  that  on  the  Presumpscut  river,  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
there  were  two  falls  near  each  other,  upon  which  were  erected  mill- 


tic  uses,  and  a  reasonable  use  of  water 
for  other  purposes,  is  not  a  nuisance, 
and  that  the  question  of  reasonable- 
ness is  always  for  the  jury.  Gillett  v. 
Johnson,  30  Conn.  183 ;  Evans  v.  Mer- 
riweather,  3  Scam.  (111.)  492.  See  Bliss 
V.  Kennedy,  43  111.  73 ;  Ferrea  v.  Knipe, 
28  Cal.  344  ;  Johns  v.  Stevens,  3  Vt.  308  ; 
Blanchard  v.  Baker,  8  Me.  253 ;  Stein  v. 
Burden,  29  Ala.  127  ;  Smith  v.  Adams, 
6  Paige  (N.  Y.  Ch.),  435  ;  questioned  in 
Trustees  v.  Toumans,  50  Barb.  (N.  Y. 
Sup.  Ct.)  319  ;  EUiott  v.  Fitchburgh  R. 
R.  Co.,  10  Cush.  (Mass.)  191  ;  Pugh  v. 
Wheeler,  2  Dev.  &  B.  (N.  C.)  50. 

Bealey  v.  Shaw,  6  East.  208 ;  Corn- 
ing V.  Troy,  34  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  485. 

In  Kidd  v.  Laird,  15  Cal,  161,  it  was 
held  that  where  a  person  had  acquired 
a  right  by  grant  from  the  United  States 
government  to  divert  water  from  a 
running  stream,  with  no  restrictions 
as  to  the  point  from  which  it  should 
be  taken,  the  place  of  diversion  or  the 
mode  of  use  might  be  changed  at  any 
time,  if  no  one  was  injured  thereby. 
But  when  the  rights  of  others  are 
affected  thereby  no  change  can  be 
made.  See,  also,  Butte  v.  Morgan,  19 
Cal.  609  ;  Mitchell  v.  Parks,  26  Ind. 
854 ;  Pratt  v.  Lawson,  2  Allen  (Mass.), 
275  ;  Arthur  v.  Case,  1  Paige  Ch.  (N. 
Y.)  448;  Curtis  v.  Jackson,  13  Mass. 
507  ;  Webb  v.  Portland  Manuf.  Co.,  3 
Sum.  (U.  S.)  187 ;  Vanderbergh  v.  Van 
Bergen,  13  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  212. 

In  Crocker  v.  Bragg,  10  Wend.  (N. 
Y.)  260,  an  island  divided  the  stream 
so  that  only  a  small  portion  of  it  de- 
scended on  the  defendant's  side  of  the 
island  and  the  balance  on  the  other 
side.  The  defendant  placed  obstruc- 
tions at  the  head  of  the  island  for  the 
purpose  of  diverting  more  of  the 
water  of  the  stream  to  his  side.  The 
court  held  that  each  owner  was  entitled 
to  all  the  water  that  naturally  descend- 
ed to  him,  and  that  where  there  was 
a  natural  barrier  that  divided  the 
stream,  neither  owner  could  erect  ob- 
structions to  change  the  natural  course 
of  the  water.  But  the  water  of  a 
stream  may  be  diverted  on  one's  own 
land  if  it  is  returned  again  to  its  origi- 


nal channel  without  sensible  diminu- 
tion to  the  injury  of  those  lower  down 
on  the  stream.  Norton  v.  Valentine,  14 
Vt.  239  ;  Johnson  v.  Lewis,  13  Conn. 
303. 

Water  may  be  diverted  by  sluices 
or  artificial  channels  for  a  reasonable 
use,  and  no  liability  attaches  for  that 
insensible  loss  of  the  water  consequent 
upon  its  reasonable  beneficial  use. 
Wadsworth  v.  Tillotson,  15  Conn,  366. 

The  diversion  or  obstruction  of 
water,  in  order  to  be  actionable,  must 
be  such  as  to  injure  the  lower  owners, 
and  no  prescriptive  right  can  be 
acquijpd  unless  such  use  does  operate 
injuriously.  But  the  diversion  or  ob- 
struction of  all  the  water  is  action- 
able, or  of  such  a  quantity  as  sensibly 
diminishes  its  natural  flow.  Davis  v. 
Fuller,  12  Vt.  178;  Norton  «. Valentine, 
14  Vt.  230;  Parker  v.  Hotchkiss,  25 
Conn.  321  ;  Webster  v.  Flemming,  2 
Humph.  (Tenn.)  518 ;  Plumleigh  v. 
Dawson,  1  Gilman  (111.),  544  ;  Miller  v. 
Lapham,  44  Vt.  416  ;  Snow  v.  Parsons, 
28  Vt.  49.  But  when  the  diversion  is 
by  one  who  has  no  legal  right  to  make 
it,  an  action  may  be  maintained  by  a 
riparian  owner,  even  though  no  actual 
damage  is  sustained.  Whipple  v.  Cum- 
berland Manufacturing  Co.,  2  Story 
(U.  S.),  661;  Butman  v.  Hussey,  3 
Fairfax  (Va.),  407. 

In  Parker  v.  Griswold,  17  Conn.  288, 
i  it  was  held  that,  in  order  to  maintain 
an  action  for  diversion,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  allege  that  the  plaintiff  had  a 
mill  upon  his  premises,  but  that  an 
allegation  of  inj  ury  to  the  land  is  suffi- 
cient. Leggett  V.  Kenton,  2  Rich.  (S. 
C.)  456.  But  the  injury  must  be  per- 
ceptible, and  not  merely  theoretical. 
Thompson  v.  Crocker,  9  Pick.  (Mass.) 
59  ;  Merritt  v.  Parker,  Coxe  (N.  J.), 
46 ;  Pugh  V,  Wheeler,  2  Dev.  &  Bat. 
(N.  C.)  56;  Omelvany  v.  Jaggers,  2 
Hill  (N.  Y.),  684.  Diverting  water  for 
purposes  of  irrigation  is  unlawful, 
when.  Anthony  v.  Lapham,  5  Pick. 
(Mass.)  175 ;  Weston  y.  Alden,  8  Mass, 
136 ;  Arnold  v.  Foot,  12  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
330. 
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dams,  which  were  called  upper  and  lower  mill-dams.  The  distaDce 
between  these  dams  was  only  about  forty  feet,  and  the  water  therein 
constituted  the  pond  ot  the  lower  dam.  The  defendants  were  the 
owners  of  a  cotton  factory  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  the 
plaintiffs  were  the  owners  of  several  mills  and  mill  privileges  on 
the  lower  dam.  The  defendants  opened  a  canal  to  supply  water 
to  work  their  mill  into  the  pond  immediately  below  the  upper 
dam,  and  the  water  thus  diverted  was  returned  into  the  stream 
below  the  plaintiff's  dam.  The  defendants  claimed  that  they  had 
the  right  to  divert  the  water  in  this  manner  by  means  of  the 
canal,  because  the  water  so  by  them  withdrawn  was  only  about 
one-fourth  part  of  the  amount  to  which,  as  mill-owners  on  the 
stream,  under  their  right,  they  were  entitled  ;  but  the  learned 
judge  repudiated  this  claim,  and  held  that  both  parties  were 
entitled  to  their  proportion  of  the  whole  stream  upon  its  arrival  at 
the  dam,  and  that  neither  party  couid  divert  it  so  that  it  would  not 
reach  the  destination  at  the  dam,  where  the  parties  were  entitled 
to  have  it  come,  and  that  it  made  no  difference  that  the  quantity 
so  diverted  was  much  less  than  the  party  had  a  right  to  use  as  an 
owner  upon  the  dam,  as  his  diversion  of  the  water,  however  small 
in  quantity,  was  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  other  owners,  and 
that  the  fact  that  the  defendants  had  increased  the  quantity  of 
water  by  the  erection  of  a  reservoir,  was  no  answer  to  the  suit  for 
damage,  and  no  palliation  for  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
the  plaintiff.  In  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  Stokt,  J., 
said :  "  The  true  doctrine  is  laid  down  by  Sir  John  Leach,*  in 
regard  to  riparian  proprietors,  and  his  opinion  has  since  been 
deliberately  adopted  by  the  King's  Bench.*  Prima  facie  (says 
that  learned  judge),  the  proprietor  of  each  bank  of  a  stream  is 
the  proprietor  of  half  the  land  covered  by  the  stream ;  but  there 
is  no  property  in  the  water.  Every  proprietor  has  an  equal  right 
to  use  the  water  which  flows  in  the  stream ;  and  consequently  no 
proprietor  can  have  the  right  to  use  the  water  to  the  prejudice  of 
any  other  proprietor,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  proprietors, 
who  may  be  affected  by  his  operations,  no  proprietor  can  either 
diminish  the  quantity  of  water,  which  would  otherwise  descend 
tx)  the  proprietors  below,  nor  throw  the  water  back  upon  the  pro- 

'Wright  u.  Howard,  1  Sim.  &  Stu.  190.     C,  5  id.  1.     See,  also,  Bealey  t.  Shaw, 
»  Mason  r>.  Hill,  3  B.  &  Ad.  304 ;  S.    6  East,  208. 
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prietors  above.  Every  proprietor  who  claims  a  right,  either  to 
throw  the  water  back  above,  or  to  dimiuish  the  quantity  of  water 
which  is  to  descend  below,  must,  in  order  to  maintain  his  claim, 
either  prove  an  actual  grant  or  license  from  the  proprietors 
affected  by  his  operations,  or  must  prove  an  uninterrupted  enjoy- 
ment of  twenty  years,  which  term  of  twenty  years  is  now  adopted 
upon  a  principle  of  general  convenience,  as  affording  conclusive 
presumption  of  a  grant."  The  same  doctrine  was  fully  recog- 
nized and  acted  upon  in  the  case  of  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson^^  and  also 
in  the  case  of  Blanchard  v.  Baker.^  In  the  latter  case  the 
learned  judge  (Mr.  Justice  Weston),  who  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  used  the  following  emphatic  language :  "  The  right 
to  the  use  of  a  stream  is  incident  or  appurtenant  to  the  land 
through  which  it  passes.  It  is  an  ancient  and  well-established 
principle  that  it  cannot  be  lawfully  diverted,  unless  it  is  returned 
again  to  its  accustomed  channel  before  it  passes  the  land  of  a  pro- 
prietor below.  Running  water  is  not  susceptible  of  an  appropria- 
tion, which  will  justify  the  diversion  or  unreasonable  detention 
of  it.  The  proprietor  of  the  water-course  has  a  right  to  avail 
himself  of  its  momentum  as  a  power,  which  may  be  turned  to 
beneficial  purposes."  ^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  Kent  has  also  summed  up  the  same  doctrine, 
with  his  usual  accuracy,  in  the  brief,  but  pregnant,  text  of  his 
Commentaries,^  and  I  scarcely  know  where  else  it  can  be  found 
reduced  to  so  elegant  and  satisfactory  a  formulary.  In  the  old 
books  the  doctrine  is  quaintly  though  clearly  stated ;  for  it  is 
said  that  a  water-course  begins  ex  jure  naturoB,  and  having  taken 
a  certain  course  naturally,  it  cannot  be  (lawfully)  diverted. 
Aqua  Gurrit,  et  debet  currere  solebat.*  The  same '  principle 
applies  to  the  owners  of  mills  on  a  stream.  They  have  an  un- 
doubted right  to  the  flow  of  the  water,  as  it  has  been  accus- 
tomed of  right  and  naturally  to  flow  to  their  respective  mills. 

The  proprietor  above  has  no  right  to  divert,  or  unreasonably 
to  retard  this  natural  flow  to  the  mills  below  ;  and  no  proprietor 


'  Tyler  v.  Williamson,  4  Mason,  397, 
400,  401,  403. 

*  Blanchard  v.  Baker,  8  Greenl.  353, 
866. 

2  The  case  of  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  B.  & 
Ad.  1,  contains  language  of  an  exactly 
similar  import,  used  by  Lord  Denman 


in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
See,  also,  Gardner  v.  Village  of  New- 
burgh,  3  Johns.  Ch.  163. 

*  3  Kent's  Com.,  §  43,  p.  439,  3d  ed. 

5  Shurry  v.  Pigott,  3  Bulst.  339 ;  S.  C, 
Popham,  166. 
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below  has  a  right  to  retard  or  turn  it  back  upon  the  mills  above, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  right  of  the  proprietors  thereof.  This  is 
clearly  established  by  the  authorities  already  cited,  the  only  dis- 
tinction between  them  being  that  the  right  of  a  riparian  proprietor 
arises  by  mere  operation  of  law,  as  an  incident  to  his  ownership  of 
the  bank,  and  that  of  a  mill  owner,  as  an  incident  to  his  mill.'  Mr. 
Chancellor  Kent,  in  his  Commentaries,  relies  on  the  same  princi- 
ples, and  fully  supports  them  by  a  large  survey  of  the  authorities.* 

Now  if  this  be  the  law  on  this  subject,  upon  what  ground  can 
the  defendants  insist  upon  a  diversion  of  the  natural  stream  from 
the  plaintiff's  mills,  as  it  has  been  of  right  accustomed  to  flow 
thereto  ?  First,  it  is  said  that  there  is  no  perceptible  damage 
done  to  the  plaintiffs.  That  suggestion  has  been  already,  in  part, 
answered.  If  it  were  true,  it  could  not  authorize  a  diversion, 
because  it  impairs  the  right  of  the  plaintiffs  to  the  full,  natural 
flow  of  the  stream,  and  may  become  the  foundation  of  an  adverse 
right  in  the  defendants.  In  such  a  case  actual  damage  is  not 
necessary  to  be  established  in  proof.  The  law  presumes  it.  The 
act  imports  damage  to  the  right,  if  damage  be  hecessary.  Such 
a  case  is  wholly  distinguishable  from  a  mere  fugitive,  temporary 
trespass,  by  diverting  or  withdrawing  the  water  a  short  period, 
without  damage  and  without  any  pretense  of  right.  In  such  a 
case  the  wrong,  if  there  be  no  sensible  damage,  and  it  be  transient 
in  its  nature  and  character,  as  it  does  not  touch  the  right,  may 
possibly  (for  I  give  no  opinion  on  such  a  case)  be  without  redress 
at  law,  and  certainly  it  would  found  no  ground  for  the  interposi- 
tion of  a  court  of  equity  by  way  of  injunction. 

But  I  confess  myself  wholly  unable  to  comprehend  how  it  can 
be  assumed  in  a  case  like  the  present,  that  there  is  not  and  cannot 
be  an  actual  damage  to  the  right  of  the  plaintiffs. 

What  is  that  right  ?  It  is  the  right  of  having  the  water  flow 
in  its  natural  current  at  all  times  of  the  year  to  the  plaintiff's 
mills.  Now,  the  value  of  the  mill  privileges  must  essentially 
depend,  not  merely  upon  the  velocity  of  the  stream,  but  upon 
the  head  of  water,  which  is  permanently  maintained.  The  neces- 
sary result  of  lowering  the  head  of  water  permanently,  would 

'  Bealeyi).  Shaw,  6  East,  208;  Saund-  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason,  397,  400- 

ers  V.  Newman,  1  B.  &  Aid.  258 ;  Mason  405. 

V.  Hill,  3  id.  304 ;  S.  C,  5  id.  1 ;  Blan-  ^  3  Kent's  Com.,  §  53,  p.  441-445, 

chard  v.   Baker,  8  Qreenl.   353,  368;  3d  ed. 
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seem,  therefore,  to  be  a  direct  diminution  of  the  value  of  the 
privileges,  and,  if  so,  to  that  extent  it  must  be  an  actual  damage. 

Again,  it  is  said  that  the  defendants  are  mill  owners  on  the 
lower  dam,  and  are  entitled,  as  such,  to  their  proportion  of  the 
water  of  the  stream  in  its  natural  flow.  Certainly  they  are. 
But  where  are  they  so  entitled  to  take  and  use  it  ?  At  the  lower 
dam ;  for  there  is  the  place  where  their  right  attaches,  and  not 
at  any  place  higher  up  the  stream.  Suppose  they  are  entitled  to 
use,  for  their  own  mills  on  the  lower  dam,  half  the  water  which 
descends  to  it,  what  ground  is  there  to  say  that  they  have  a  right 
to  draw  off  that  half  at  the  head  of  the  mill  pond  ? 

Suppose  the  head  of  water  at  the  lower  dam  in  ordinary  times 
is  two  feet  high,  is  it  not  obvious  that  by  withdrawing  at  the 
head  of  the  pond  one-half  of  the  water,  the  water  at  the  dam 
must  be  proportionally  lowered  ?  It  makes  no  difference  that 
the  defendants  insist  upon  drawing  off  only  one-fourth  of  what 
they  insist  they  are  entitled  to ;  for,  jpro  taiito,  it  will  operate  in 
the  same  manner ;  and  if  they  have  a  right  to  draw  off  to  the 
extent  of  one-foHrth  of  their  privilege,  they  have  an  equal  right 
to  draw  off  to  the  full  extent  of  it.  The  privilege  attached  to 
the  mills  of  the  plaintiff,  is  not  the  privilege  of  using  half,  or  any 
other  proportion  merely,  of  the  water  in  the  stream,  but  of  hav- 
ing the  whole  stream,  undiminished  in  its  natural  flow,  come  to 
the  lower  dam  with  its  full  power,  and  there  to  use  the  full  share 
of  the  water-power.  The  plaintiff  has  a  title,  not  to  a  half  or  other 
proportion  of  the  water  in  the  pond,  but  is  entitled,  if  one  may  say 
so^per  my  etper  toMt  to  his  proportion  of  the  whole  bulk  of  the 
stream,  undivided  and  indivisible,  except  at  the  lower  dam.  This 
doctrine,  in  my  judgment,  irresistibly  follows  from  the  general 
principles  already  stated  ;  and,  what  alone  would  be  decisive,  it 
has  the  express  sanction  of  the  supreme  court  of  Maine,  in  the 
case  of  Blanchard  v.  Baker.^  The  court  there  said,  in  reply  to 
the  suggestion  that  the  owners  of  the  eastern  shore  had  a  right  to 
half  the  water,  and  a  right  to  divert  it  to  that  extent :  "  It  has 
been  seen  that  if  they  had  been  owners  of  both  sides,  they 
had  no  right  to  divert  the  water  without  again  returning  it  to  its 
original  channel  (before  it  passed  the  lands  of  another  proprietor). 
Besides,  it  was  impossible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  they 

»  Blanchard  «.  Baker,  8  Greenl.  (Me.)  353.  370. 
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could  take  it  from  their  side  only.     An  equal  portion  from  the 
plaintiff's  side  must  have  been  mingled  with  all  that  was  diverted." 

A  suggestion  has  also  been  made  that  the  defendants  have  fully 
indemnified  the  plaintiff  from  any  injury,  and  in  truth  have  con- 
ferred a  benefit  on  him,  by  securing  the  water  by  means  of  a 
raised  dam  higher  up  the  stream,  at  Sebago  Pond,  in  a  reservoir, 
so  as  to  be  capable  of  affording  a  full  supply  in  the  stream  in  the 
dryest  seasons.  To  this  suggestion  several  answers  may  be  given. 
In  the  first  place  the  plaintiff  is  no  party  to  the  contract  for  rais- 
ing the  new  dam  and  has  no  interest  therein,  and  cannot,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  insist  upon  its  being  kept  up,  or  upon  any  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  therefrom.  In  the  next  place,  the  plaintiff  is 
not  compellable  to  exchange  one  right  for  another ;  or  to  part 
with  a  present  interest  in  favor  of  the  defendants  at  the  mere 
election  of  the  latter.  Even  a  supposed  benefit  cannot  be  forced 
upon  him  against  his  will ;  and,  certainly,  there  is  no  pretense  to 
say  that,  in  point  of  law,  the  defendants  have  any  right  to  sub- 
stitute, for  a  present  existing  right  of  the  plaintiffs,  any  other 
which  they  may  deem  to  be  an  equivalent.  The  private  prop- 
erty of  one  man  cannot  be  taken  by  another  simply  because  he 
can  substitute  an  equivalent  benefit." 

In  Arthur  et  al.  v.  Case  et  al.,  1  Paige  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  447,  this 
question  was  considered  by  Chancellor  Walworth. 

In  that  case  the  plaintifls  were  the  owners  of  a  mill  privilege 
upon  one  side  of  a  stream,  and  the  defendants  upon  the  other  of 
what  was  known  as  the  lower  falls  in  Ticonderoora.  There  was 
an  island  in  the  middle  of  the  outlet  of  the  stream,  and  the  cur- 
rent of  the  stream  naturally  ran  on  the  north  side  of  the  island. 
A  dam  extended  to  the  south  shore,  on  which  the  defendants' 
mills  were  located,  and  a  similar  dam  extended  from  the  island  to 
the  south  shore,  on  which  the  plaintiff's  mills  were  located. 
The  defendants  claimed  that  they  had  a  right  to  have  their  mills 
supplied  first,  as  in  dry  seasons  there  was  not  enough  water  to 
supply  aU  the  mills,  and  commenced  building  a  dam  from  the 
island  to  the  north  shore,  some  distance  above  the  dam  that  there 
existed,  the  natural  and  necessary  effect  of  which  would  be  to 
deprive  the  plaintiffs  of  water  in  dry  seasons,  and  during  such 
periods  to  turn  the  whole  stream  to  the  south  side  of  the  island. 
The  plaintiffs  brought  their  bill  for  an  injunction,  and  upon  a 
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hearing  on  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  temporary  injunction  obtained 
by  them,  the  learned  chancellor  said :  "  It  is  a  general  principle 
that  persons  owning  lands  on  the  different  sides  of  a  stream,  hold 
to  the  centre  thereof,  or  to  the  middle  of  the  water.' 

"And  where  hydraulic  works  are  erected  on  both  banks,  if  there 
is  not  sufficient  water  to  afford  a  full  supply  for  all,  the  owner  on 
each  side  is  entitled  to  an  equal  share  of  the  waters,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  is  necessary  for  his  mills,  if  less  than  a  moiety  is  suffi- 
cient. If  the  owner  of  the  mills  on  either  side  has  been  in  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  the  water  privilege,  and  the  other  attempts 
to  deprive  him  of  it  and  thus  destroy  his  mills,  a  preliminary  in- 
junction is  proper,  as  the  injury  might  be  irreparable.' 

"  In  this  case  the  court  must  see  that  the  erection  of  the  dam  in 
the  manner  proposed,  will  entirely  cut  off  the  water  from  the 
complainant's  mills,  except  when  the  stream  is  so  high  as  to  run 
over  the  dam.  *  *  *  The  parties,  in  the  absence  of  any  pro- 
visions to  the  contrary,  in  their  grants  are  entitled  to  participate 
equally  in  the  use  of  the  water ;  and  if  either  draws  more  than 
a  fair  proportion,  or  if  it  is  necessary  to  excavate  in  the  bed  of 
the  river,  to  give  the  defendants  a  fair  proportion,  the  manner 
of  exercising  the  right,  and  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  excava- 
tion, must  be  settled  under  the  rule  adopted  by  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  in  Martin  v.  Stiles,  Mol.  144," 

Sec.  367.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  each  mill  owner,  as  well  as 
riparian  owner,  is  entitled  to  the  natural  flow  of  the  stream  in 
quantity  and  current.  If  the  bed  of  the  stream,  from  natural 
causes,  such  as  floods,  tempests,  or  the  deposit  of  debris  or  earth 
in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  prevents  the  natural  flow  of  the  water 
to  their  mills,  these  may  be  removed ;  but  no  removal  of  the  earth 
forming  the  natural  bed  of  the  channel  of  the  stream  must  thereby 
be  disturbed,  to  the  detriment  of  any  other  mill  owner.  So,  where 
there  is  a  rock  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  which  prevents  the  free 
passage  of  the  water  to  the  mill  of  an  owner  upon  either  bank 
of  the  stream,  he  has  no  right  to  remove  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof,  to  the  injury  of  another  owner  on  the  stream.* 

>  Ex  parte  Jenninga,  6  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  »  In  Norton  v.  Valentine,  14  Vt.  239 

518.  it  was  held  that  it  is  competent  for  a 

*  Robinson  v.  Lord  Byron,  1  Brown's  mill  owner  to  deepen  his  channel  or  do 

Ch.  588 ;  Same  v.  Newdegate,  10  Vesey,  any  other  act  he  chooses  upon  his  own 

Jr.,  193.  land,  provided  that  he  does  not  thereby 
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It  may  be  stated  here  that  every  riparian  owner  has  a  right  to 
use  the  water  flowing  through  his  laud,  for  domestic  purposes, 
such  as  furnishing  water  for  culinary  use,  the  watering  of  his 
cattle,  and  for  the  proper  irrigation  of  his  land,  and  that  he  has 
a  right  to  use  so  much  of  the  water  as  is  essential  for  domestio 
use,  even  though  it  takes  all  the  water  of  the  stream.'  But  for 
the  purposes  of  irrigation,  his  use  must  be  such  as  not  essentially  to 
interfere  with  the  natural  flow  of  the  stream,  or  as  to  diminish  the 
quantity  of  water  that  goes  to  the  proprietors  below.' 

In  Emhrey  v.  Owen,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  466,  this  question  was 
ably  discussed  by  the  court,  and  what  seems  to  be  the  true  rule  in 
such  cases  was  established. 

In  that  case  the  defendant  was  a  supra  riparian  owner,  and  in 
times  when  the  river  was  full  he  detained  a  portion  of  the  water 
of  the  stream  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating  his  land.  It  appeared 
that  his  use  of  the  water  was  reasonable,  and  did  not  in  per- 
ceptible degree  diminish  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  stream  or 
interfere  with  the  plaintiff 's  rights,  or  the  rights  of  other  owners 
below  him  on  the  stream.  But  the  plaintiff  conceiving  that  this 
use  of  the  water  was  an  infringement  of  his  right  brought  his 
action.  Pabke,  B.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court  and  said : 
"  We  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  learned  judge  at  nidprius 
was  correct  in  his  interpretation  of  the  word  '  unappreciable ' 
when  connected  with  the  word  '  quantity,'  nor  are  we  sure  that 
he  was  not ;  for  the  word  '  unappreciable '  or  '  inappreciable  '  is 


%juriously  affect  the  rights  of  others 
on  the  stream.  See  also  Ford  v.  Whit- 
lock,  27  Vt.  265  ;  Stein  v.  Burden,  29 
Ala.  127.  In  Hulme  d.  Shreive,  3 
Green.  Ch.  (N.  J.)  116,  the  defendant 
cut  channels  and  straightened  the 
channel  of  a  stream  running  through 
his  land,  thus  increasing  the  current 
of  the  stream,  and  cutting  off  the 
pondage  of  mill  owners  below,  ac- 
quired by  the  check  in  the  momentum 
of  the  water  by  its  windings  and  turn- 
ings through  the  old  channel.  The 
court  held  that,  although  the  stream 
was  turned  wholly  on  the  defendant's 
own  land,  and  that  he  had  not  thereby 
diminished  the  quantity  of  water  flow- 
ing to  the  lower  owner,  yet,  as  he  had 
thereby  increased  the  momentum  of  the 
water  he  had  interfered  with  the  rights 
of  lower  owners  to  the  natural  flow. 


and  he  was  enjoined  from  maintaining 
the  stream   in   the   artificial  channel. 

See  Brown  v.  Bush,  45  Penn.  St.  64, 
where  these  rights  are  ably  discussed, 

'  Blanchard  v.  Baker,  8  Me.  253 ;  Stein 
V.  Burden,  29  Ala.  127  ;  Evans  v.  Mer- 
riweather,  3  Scam.  (111.)  492. 

^  Sampson  v.  Hoddinott,  1  C.  B.  (N. 
S.)  590  ;  Miller  v.  Miller,  9  Penn.  St.  74; 
Croaker  v.  Bragg,  10  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
264 ;  Arnold  v.  Foot,  12  id.  330 ;  Gillett 
v.  Johnson,  30  Conn.  180.  But  the  uses 
of  water  for  the  purposes  of  irrigation 
in  sections  where  it  is  rendered  indis- 
pensable by  reason  of  the  extraordin- 
ary dryness  of  the  seasons  is  upheld 
by  the  court  upon  the  ground  of  para- 
mount necessity.  Not  in  pursuance  of 
common-law  principles,  but  in  defiance 
of  and  in  spite  of  them.  Union  Mills 
Co.  V.  Ferris,  2  Sawyer's  C.  C.  (U.S.)  184. 
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one  of  a  new  coinage  not  to  be  found  in  Johnson's  dictionary,  or 
in  Richardson's.     ^     *     *     * 

"  The  important  question  arises  on  the  plea  of  not  guilty,  the 
jury  having  found  that  no  sensible  diminution  of  the  actual  flow 
of  the  stream  to  the  plaintiflfe'  mill  was  caused  by  the  obstruction 
of  the  water.  That  the  working  of  the  mill  was  not  in  the  least 
impeded  was  clear  on  the  evidence.  On  that  finding  we  think 
the  verdict  was  properly  ordered  for  the  defendants."  It  was 
very  ably  argued  before  us  by  the  learned  counsel  for  the  plain- 
tiffs, that  the  plaintiffs  had  a  right  to  the  full  flow  of  the  water  in 
its  natural  course  and  abundance,  as  an  incident  to  their  property 
in  the  land  through  which  it  flowed ;  and  that  any  abstraction  of 
the  water,  however  inconsiderable,  by  another  riparian  proprietor, 
and  though  productive  of  no  actual  damage,  would  be  actionable 
because  it  was  an  injury  to  a  right,  and  if  continued  would  be  the 
foundation  of  a  claim  of  adverse  right  in  that  proprietor. 

We  by  no  means  dispute  the  truth  of  this  proposition  with 
respect  to  every  description  of  right.  Actual  perceptible  damage 
is  not  indispensable  as  the  foundation  of  an  action ;  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  show  the  violation  of  a  right,  in  which  case  the  law  will 
presume  damage  —  injuria  sine  damno  is  actionable  —  as  was  laid 
down  in  the  case  of  Ashhy  v.  White,  2  Ld.  Raym.  938,  by  Lord 
Holt,  and  many  subsequent  cases;  which  are  all  referred  to,  and 
the  truth  of  the  proposition  powerfully  enforced  in  a  very  able 
judgment  of  the  late  Mr.  Justice  Story,  in  Wehh  v.  The  Portland 
Manufacturing  Oomypany,  3  Sumn.  189.  But  in  applying  this 
adinitted  rule  to  the  case  of  rights  to  running  water,  and  the 
analogous  cases  of  rights  to  air  and  light,  it  must  be  considered 
what  the  nature  of  those  rights  are  and  what  is  a  violation  of 
them. 

The  law  as  to  flowing  water  is  now  put  on  its  right  footing  by 
a  series  of  cases.' 

The  right  to  have  the  stream  to  flow  in  its  natural  state  without 
diminution  or  alteration  is  an  incident  to  the  property  in  the 
land  through  which  it  passes;  but  flowing  water  is puhlici  juris, 
not  in  the  sense  that  it  is  a  hontts  vacans,  to  which  the  first  occu- 

'  Wright  V.  Howard,  1  Sim.  &  S.  190  ;  472.  And  is  well  settled  in  the  Ameri- 
Mason  v.  Hill,  3  B.  &  Ad.  304 ;  5  id.  1 ;  can  courts.  See  3  Kent's  Com.,  §  52, 
Wood®.  Waud,  3  Exch.  748;  13  Jur.    439-445. 
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pant  may  acquire  an  exclusive  right,  but  that  it  is  public  and 
common  in  this  sense  only,  that  all  may  reasonably  use  it  who 
have  a  right  of  access  to  it,  that  none  can  have  any  property  in 
the  water  itself,  except  in  the  particular  portion  which  he  may 
choose  to  abstract  from  the  stream  and  take  into  his  possession, 
and  that  during  the  time  of  his  possession  only.*  But  each  pro- 
prietor of  the  adjacent  land  has  the  right  to  the  usufruct  of  the 
stream  which  flows  through  it. 

This  right  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  water  flowing 
past  his  land,  is  not  an  absolute  and  exclusive  right  to  the  flow  of 
all  the  water  in  its  natural  state  ;  if  it  were,  the  argument  of  the 
learned  counsel,  that  every  abstraction  of  it  would  give  a  cause 
of  action,  would  be  irrefragable ;  but  it  is  a  right  only  to  the  flow 
of  the  water,  and  the  enjoyment  of  it  subject  to  the  similar  rights 
of  all  the  proprietors  of  the  banks  on  each  side  to  the  reasonable 
enjoyment  of  the  same  gift  of  Providence. 

It  is  only,  therefore,  for  an  unreasonable  and  unauthorized  use 
of  this  common  benefit  that  an  action  will  lie ;  for  such  a  use  it 
will ;  even,  as  the  case  above  cited  from  the  American  Reports 
shows,  though  there  may  be  no  actual  damage  to  the  plaintiff.  In 
the  part  of  Kent's  Commentaries  to  which  we  have  referred,  the 
law  on  this  subject  is  most  perspicuously  stated,  and  it  will  be  of 
advantage  to  cite  it  at  length  :  "  Every  proprietor  of  lands  on 
the  banks  of  a  river,  has  naturally  an  equal  right  to  the  use  of 
the  water  which  flows  in  the  stream  adjacent  to  his  lands,  as  it 
was  wont  to  run  {ourrere  solebat)^  without  diminution  or  altera- 
tion. No  proprietor  has  a  right  to  use  the  water  to  the  prejudice 
of  other  proprietors  above  or  below  him,  unless  he  has  a  prior 
right  to  divert  it,  or  a  title  to  some  exclusive  enjoyment.  He  has 
no  property  in  the  water  itself,  but  a  simple  usufruct  while  it 
passes  along.  '  Aqua  currit  et  debet  currere  '  is  the  language  of 
the  law.  Though  he  may  use  the  water  while  it  runs  over  his 
land,  he  cannot  unreasonably  detain  it,  or  give  it  another  direc- 
tion, and  he  must  return  it  to  its  ordinary  channel  when  it  leaves 
his  estate.  Without  the  consent  of  the  adjoining  proprietors,  he 
cannot  divert  or  diminish  the  quantity  of  water  which  would 
otherwise  descend  to  the  proprietors  below,  nor  throw  the  water 

'  See  Mason  'o.  Hill,  5  B.  &  Ad.  24. 
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back  upon  the  proprietors  above,  without  a  grant  or  an  uninter- 
rupted enjoyment  of  twenty  years,  which  is  evidence  of  it.  This 
is  the  clear  and  settled  general  doctrine  on  the  subject,  and  all 
the  difficulty  that  arises  consists  in  the  application. 

The  owner  must  so  use  and  apply  the  water  as  to  work  no 
material  injury  or  annoyance  to  his  neighbor  below  him,  who  has 
an  equal  right  to  the  subsequent  use  of  the  same  water.  Streams 
of  water  are  intended  for  the  use  and  comfort  of  man ;  and  it 
would  be  unreasonable  and  contrary  to  the  universal  sense  of 
mankind  to  debar  every  riparian  proprietor  from  the  application 
cf  the  water  to  domestic,  agricultural  and  manufacturing  pur- 
poses, provided  the  use  of  it  be  made  under  the  limitations  which 
have  been  mentioned ;  and  there  will,  no  doubt,  inevitably  be,  in 
the  exercise  of  a  perfect  right  to  the  use  of  the  water,  some 
evaporation  and  decrease  of  it,  and  some  variation  in  the  weight 
and  velocity  of  the  current.  But  de  minimis  non  curat  lex,  and 
a  right  of  action  by  the  proprietor  below,  would  not  necessarily 
flow  from  such  consequences,  but  would  depend  upon  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  complaint  or  injury,  and  the  manner  of  using 
the  water.  All  that  the  law  requires  of  a  party  by  or  over  whose 
land  a  stream  passes,  is  that  he  should  use  the  water  in  a  reason- 
able manner,  and  so  as  not  to  destroy  or  render  useless,  or  materi- 
ally diminish  or  affect  the  application  of  the  water  by  the  pro- 
prietors below  on  the  stream.  He  must  not  shut  the  gates  of  his 
dams,  and  detain  the  water  unreasonably,  or  let  it  off  in  unusual 
quantities  to  the  annoyance  of  his  neighbor. 

Pothier  lays  down  the  law  very  strictly,  that  the  owner  of  the 
upper  stream  must  not  raise  the  water  by  dam,  so  as  to  make  it 
fall  with  more  abundance  and  rapidity  than  it  would  naturally 
do,  and  injure  the  proprietor  below.  But  this  rule  must  not  be 
construed  literally,  for  that  would  be  to  deny  all  valuable  use  of 
the  water  to  the  riparian  proprietors.  It  must  be  subjected  to 
the  qualifications  which  have  been  mentioned,  otherwise,  rivers 
and  streams  of  water  would  become  utterly  useless  eitiier  for 
manufacturing  or  agricultural  purposes. 

The  just  and  equitable  principle  is  given  in  the  Roman  law, 
"  Sic  enim  debere  quem  meliorem,  agrum  suum  facer e,  ne  vicitii 
deteriorem  faciatP 
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In  America,  as  may  be  inferred  from  this  extract,  and  as  it  is 
stated  in  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  exchequer  in  Wood  v. 
Waud^  a  very  liberal  use  of  the  stream  for  the  purposes  of  irri- 
gation and  for  carrying  on  manufactures  is  permitted. 

So  in  France  where  every  one  may  use  it  "eTi  honpere  de 
fainille,  et  pour  son  plus  grand  avantage?'' '  He  may  make 
trenches  to  conduct  the  water  to  irrigate  if  he  returns  it  with  no 
other  loss  than  that  which  irrigation  caused.  In  the  above  cited 
case  of  Wood  v.  Waud  it  was  observed  that  in  England  it  is  not 
clear  that  a  user  to  that  extent  would  be  permitted,  nor  do  we 
mean  to  lay  down  that  it  would  in  every  case  be  deemed  a  lawful 
enjoyment  of  the  water,  if  it  was  again  returned  into  the  river 
with  no  other  diminution  than  that  which  was  caused  by  the 
absorption  and  evaporation  attendant  on  the  irrigation  of  the 
lands  of  the  adjoining  proprietor.  This  must  depend  upon  the 
circumstances  of  each  case.  On  the  one  hand  it  could  not  be 
permitted  that  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  many  thousand  acres  of 
porous  soil,  abutting  on  one  part  of  the  stream,  could  be  permitted 
to  irrigate  them  continually  by  canals  and  drains,  and  so  cause 
a  serious  diminution  of  the  quantity  of  water,  though  there  was 
no  other  loss  to  the  natural  stream  than  that  arising  from  the  nec- 
essary absorption  and  evaporation  of  the  water  employed  for  that 
purpose ;  on  the  other  hand,  one's  common  sense  would  be  shocked 
by  supposing  that  a  riparian  owner  could  not  dip  a  watering  pot 
into  the  stream  in  order  to  water  his  garden,  or  allow  his  family 
or  his  cattle  to  drink  it. 

It  is  entirely  a  question  of  degree,  and  it  is  very  difficult,  indeed 
impossible,  to  define  precisely  the  limits  which  separate  the  rea- ' 
sonable  and  permitted  use  of  the  stream  from  its  wrongful  appli- 
cation ;  but  there  is  often  no  difficulty  in  deciding  whether  a  par- 
ticular case  falls  within  the  permitted  limits  or  not,  and  in  this, 
we  think  that  as  the  irrigation  took  place  not  continuously,  but 
only  at  intermittent  periods,  when  the  river  was  full,  and  no  dam- 
age was  done  thereby  to  the  working  of  the  mill,  and  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  water  was  not  perceptible  to  the  eye,  it  was  such  a 
reasonable  use  of  the  water  as  not  to  be  prohibited  bylaw.  If  so 
it  was  no  infringement  of  the  plaintiff's  right  at  all ;  it  was  only 

•  Code  Civil,  art.  640,  note  a.,  by  Pailliet.    See  his  Manuel  de  Droit  Francois, 

Paris,  1838. 
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the  exercise  of  an  equal  right  which  the  defendant's  employer 
had  to  the  usufruct  of  the  stream. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  there  has  been  no  injury  in 
fact  or  law  in  this  case,  and  consequently  that  the  verdict  for  the 
defendant  ought  not  to  be  disturbed. 

The  same  law  will  be  found  to  be  applicable  to  the  correspond- 
ing rights  to  air  and  light.  These  also  are  bestowed  by  Providence 
for  the  common  benefit  of  man,  and  so  long  as  the  reasonable  use 
by  one  man  of  this  common  property  does  not  do  actual  and  per- 
ceptible damage  to  the  right  of  another  to  the  similar  use  of  it, 
no  action  will  lie.  A  man  cannot  occupy  a  dwelling  and  consume 
fuel  in  it  for  domestic  purposes  without  its,  in  some  degree,  im- 
pairing the  natural  purity  of  the  air ;  he  cannot  erect  a  building 
or  plant  a  tree  near  the  house  of  another  without,  in  some  degree, 
diminishing  the  quantity  of  light  he  enjoys;  but  such  small 
interruptions  give  no  right  of  action ;  for  they  are  necessary  inci- 
dents to  the  common  enjoyment  by  all. 

Sec.  368.  An  unreasonable  detention  of  water  by  a  dam 
or  otherwise,  is  an  interference  with  the  rights  of  lower  owners. 
Thus,  in  Sampson  v.  Haddinott,  38  Eng.  Law  and  Eq.  241, 
the  defendant  detained  the  water  of  a  river  that  ran  through 
his  premises  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating  his  meadow,  and  in  so 
doing  detained  the  water  from  the  plaintiff  until  so  late  in  the 
day  that  he  could  not  use  it  as  fully  as  he  had  a  right  to. 

It  appeared  that  in  the  irrigation  of  his  land,  the  defendant 
proceeded  according  to  the  usual  and  proper  methods  adopted, 
and  that  the  quantity  of  water  that  ultimately  reached  the  plain- 
tiff was  not  sensibly  diminished  in  quantity,  but  by  reason  of  the 
detention  by  the  defendant  it  reached  the  plaintiff  so  late  in  the 
day  as  to  be  of  comparatively  little  value.  The  court  held  that 
this  detention  of  the  water  was  a  violation  of  the  plaintiff's  rights. 
The  court,  in  delivering  its  judgment  in  the  case,  in  discussing  the 
relative  rights  of  riparian  owners,  laid  down  this  rule :  "  Every  pro- 
prietor of  land  on  the  banks  of  a  stream  has  a  right  to  use  the 
water,  provided  he  so  uses  it  as  not  to  injure  the  rights  of  other 
owners  above  or  below  him  on  the  stream.  He  may  begin  the 
exercise  of  this  right  at  his  will,  but  he  cannot  acquire  a  right 
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beyond  his  natural  right  by  usage,  against  a  proprietor  above  or 
below  him  on  the  stream,  unless  his  use  affects  the  power  of  such 
proprietors  to  use  the  stream,  or  some  right  therein,  so  as  to  raise 
the  presumption  of  a  grant,  and  thus  render  them  servient  tene- 
ments." 

The  rule  is,  that  if  the  use  of  a  stream  by  one  riparian  owner, 
essentially  impairs  the  use  below,  it  is  unreasonable  and  unlawful, 
unless  altogether  indispensable  to  any  beneficial  use  at  every  point 
of  the  stream.* 

The  proprietor  of  land  through  which  a  stream  flows,  has  a  right 
to  detain  the  water  for  his  reasonable  use,  for  mechanical  and  other 
purposes,  and  the  question  as  to  what  is  a  reasonable  use,  is  a 
question  for  the  jury,  and  in  determining  the  question  of 
reasonableness  they  are  not  to  regard  what  would  be  a  rea- 
sonable use  if  there  were  no  other  mills  on  the  stream,  but  are 
to  regard  the  wants  of  all  the  mills,  and  say,  from  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, whether  the  use  is  reasonable."  The  question  of 
reasonableness  is  essentially  one  of  fact,  and  must  necessarily 
depend  upon  the  circumstances  of  each  case.  No  definite  rule 
can  be  given  that  is  applicable  to  all  cases.  The  detention,  in 
order  to  avoid  liability  to  others,  must  be  excused  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  taking  into  account  the  capacity  of  the  stream, 
and  the  actual  necessity  or  otherwise  of  the  detention.  In  Whal&n 
V.  Ahl,  29  Penn.  St.  98,  the  court  say  that,  "  where  the  owner  of  an 
upper  mill  necessai'ily  detains  water  several  days  for  the  purpose 
of  working  his  mill,  he  is  not  liable  to  a  mill  owner  lower  down 
■         the  stream  for  damages  which  such  detention  occasions  him. 

In  Keeney  <&  Wood  Manufacturing  Co.  v.  Union  Manufac- 
turing Go.,  39  Conn.  576,  the  owners  of  an  upper  mill,  whose 
business  required  the  running  of  their  mill  only  by  day,  detained 
the  water  of  the  stream  during  the  night,  such  detention  and  the 
larger  discharge  during  the  day  causing  serious  damage  to  the 
owners  of  a  lower  mill,  whose  business  required  the  running  of 
their  mill  both  night  and  day.  The  lower  privilege  was  occu- 
pied several  years  before  the  upper,  and  after  the  upper  mill  was 
built  the  water  was  for  several  years  allowed  to  flow  during  the 

'  Snow  ».  Parsons,  38  Vt.  457.  terial  injury  is  no  reason  for  regarding 

'  Parker  v.  Hotchkiss,  25  Conn.  321.     a  mill  as  not  lawfully  existing.     Rob- 
A  detention  of  water  that  works  no  ma-    ertson  v.  Miller,  40  Conn.  40. 
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night,  and  the  lower  mill  had  used  it  bj  night  and  by  day.  Upon 
a  petition  by  the  lower  mill  owners  against  the  upper,  for  an 
injunction  against  the  detention  of  the  water  by  night,  it  was 
held — 1.  That  the  petitioners  had  acquired  no  superior  rights  by 
their  earlier  occupation,  or  by  their  use  of  the  water  by  night,  so 
long  as  they  had  exercised  no  rights  greater  than  such  as  belonged 
to  them  as  riparian  proprietors,  the  full  flow  of  the  stream  being 
nothing  beyond  such  right. 

2.  That  all  the  petitioners  were  entitled  to  was  a  reasonable 
use  of  the  stream  against  an  unieasonable  use  or  detention  by  the 
respondents ;  that  the  question  was,  whether  the  respondents  had 
acted  unreasonably  in  detaining  the  water,  and  that  the  burden 
of  proof  on  this  subject  was  on  the  petitioners. 

Sec.  369.  The  right,  in  such  a  case,  of  the  upper  mill  owner 
to  make  the  stream  useful  to  him  by  detaining  the  water  during 
the  night  is  of  the  same  quality  as  the  right  of  the  lower  mill 
owner  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  constant  flow.  In  deciding 
between  these  conflicting  rights  there  are  to  be  considered  —  1. 
The  custom  of  the  country  as  to  the  running  of  mills.  2.  The 
local  custom,  if  there  be  one.  3.  What  general  rule  will  best 
secure  the  entire  stream  to  useful  purposes.  4.  Whether  the 
detention  of  the  water  is  necessarily  an  injury  to  the  lower  mill, 
and  whether  the  apparent  injury  is  not  caused  by  the  insuffici- 
ency of  its  own  power. 

The  maxim,  "  aqua  currit  et  curr&re  debet^''  is  applicable  rather 
to  the  matter  of  a  diversion  of  a  stream  and  to  the  ordinary 
rights  of  riparian  proprietors  as  such,  than  to  the  case  of  mill 
owners,  who  have  a  right  to  make  a  reasonable  detention  of  the 
water  by  dams  for  the  purposes  of  their  mills. 

The  right  to  use  water  necessarily  implies  a  right  to  dam  and 
to  detain  it.  One  exercising  this  right  can  only  detam  it.  He 
cannot  divert  it.  He  must  not  detain  it  unreasonably,  or  let  it 
o2  in  unreasonable  quantities.^ 

Sec.  370.  In  Pollitt  v.  Long  recently  heard  at  the  general  term 

'  Twiss  v.  Baldwin,  9  Conn.   291;  Allen  (Mass.),  494 ;  Stein  «.  Burden,  39 

Merritt  v.  Brinkerhoflf,  17  Johns.  (N.  Ala.  127 ;  Oregon  Iron  Co.  v.  Terwilli- 

T.)  306 ;  Wadsworth  v.  Tillotson,  15  ger,  3  Oregon,  1 ;  Foster  v.  Fowler,  2 

Conn.  366 ;   Springfield  v.    Harris,   4  Thomson,  425. 
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of  the  Supreme  court  in  New  York,  and  reported  in  Yol.  3,  Supreme 
Court  Reports  (Parson's  edition),  p.  232,  the  rights  of  a  riparian 
owner  to  detain  the  waters  of  a  stream  for  mill  purposes  were  ably 
discussed  by  Mijllin,  P.  J. 

This  was  an  action  to  recover  damages  sustained  by  the  plain- 
tiifs  by  reason  of  the  detention  of  the  water  of  a  stream  by  the 
defendants.  It  appeared  tliat  the  plaintiffs  and  defendants  were 
both  riparian  owners  and  had  dams  upon  the  same  stream,  and 
applied  the  water  for  the  operation  of  machinery. 

The  defendant's  dam  was  about  nine  feet  high,  and  the  water 
was  collected  in  a  pond  covering  about  two  and  a  half  acres,  and 
was  used  by  him  to  operate  a  saw-mill  by  means  oi  2,  flutter  wheel. 
The  defendant's  mill  was  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
above  the  plaintiff's  factory.  The  defendant's  mill  required  about 
three  times  the  amount  of  water  usually  flowing  in  the  stream 
for  its  operation,  except  when  the  volume  thereof  was  increased 
by  heavy  rains  and  the  melting  of  snow.  The  plaintiff's  factory 
was  operated  by  an  over-shot  wheel,  and  the  water  was  conducted 
to  it  in  a  canal  or  flume  from  the  dam,  about  ten  feet  below  the 
defendant's  mill.  The  pond  created  by  the  plaintiff's  dam  con- 
tained about  one-fourth  of  an  acre.     If  the  stream  had  been  per- 

jl        mitted  to  flow  uninterruptedly  to  the  plaintiff's  factory,  there 

"        would  have  been  water  enough  to  operate  it  the  entire  year. 

In  times  of  low  water  it  took  from  four  to  five  hours  to  fill  the 
,        defendant's  pond,  and  this  quantity  would  be  exhausted  in  two 

'!        or  three  hours.     "When   the  defendant's  mill  was  not  running, 
and  while  the  defendant's  pond  was  filling,  the  plaintiff's  factory 

B        could  not  run,  for  the  reason  that  no  water  could  flow  into  the 
plaintiff's  flume. 

On  each  day,  from  the  15th  to  the  25th  of  October,  1866,  the 
plaintiff 's  mill  was  stopped,  and  they  were  prevented  from  run- 
ning and  operating  their  machinery,  by  reason  of  the  "stoppage 
of  the  flow  of  water  by  the  defendant,  by  the  stoppage  of  the 
water  to  fill  his  pond. 

It  also  appeared  that  the  wheel  used  by  the  defendant  required 
more  water  to  operate  it  than  any  other  kind  in  use. 

It  was  shown  by  the  defendant  4;hat,  during  the  period  afore- 
said, his  mill  was  run  but  a  small  part  of  the  time,  and  that  he 
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did  not  stop  the  flow  of  the  water  for  any  longer  time,  or  in  any 
different  manner,  than  was  rendered  necessary  for  the  accumula- 
tion of  water  in  his  pond  with  which  to  run  his  mill. 

The  judge  at  the  circuit  charged  the  jury  that  every  riparian 
owner  had  a  right  to  the  reasonable  use  and  enjoyment  of  a  cur- 
rent of  moving  water,  as  it  flows  through  or  along  his  land,  for 
mil]  purposes,  having  due  regard  to  the  like  reasonable  use  of  the 
water  by  proprietors  above  or  below  him. 

That,  in  determining  the  question  of  such  reasonable  use,  a  just 
regard  must  be  had  to  the  form  and  magnitude  of  the  current, 
its  height  and  velocity ;  the  state  of  improvements  in  the  country 
in  regard  to  mills  and  machinery,  and  the  use  of  water  as  a  pro- 
pelling power ;  the  general  use  of  the  country  in  similar  cases, 
and  all  other  circumstances  bearing  on  the  question  of  fitness  or 
propriety  in  the  use  of  the  water  in  that  case. 

That,  in  determining  the  question  of  reasonable  use  of  water 
by  the  defendant,  the  law  requires  that  he  should  adapt  himself 
to  the  kind  of  advanced  machinery  in  common  and  general 
use  in  the  country,  and  that  if,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the 
defendant's  conduct  has  been  reasonable  and  fair,  the  plaintifls 
could  not  recover,  even  though  their  own  mill  has  been  stopped 
and  they  have  sustained  damage  thereby. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  and  the  charge 
of  the  court  was  sustained  at  the  general  term. 

Sec.  371.  In  determining  the  question  of  reasonableness  in  the 
detention  and  use  of  water  as  between  mill  owners,  it  is  import- 
ant first  to  ascertain  by  what  title  each  holds,  what  rights  each 
possess  to  the  use  of  the  water,  and  whether  there  is  any  valid 
and  binding  contract  between  the  parties  as  to  its  use.  When 
their  legal  status,  in  reference  to  the  water,  is  ascertained  it  is 
then  necessary  to  ascertain  the  capacity  of  the  stream  for  mill 
■purposes ;  the  local  custom  as  to  the  use  of  the  water,  if  there  be 
one,  the  kind  of  machinery  used,  and  whether  the  injury  is  caused 
by  the  acts  of  the  party  complained  of,  or  hy  cm  actual  insuffi- 
cierhGy-qf  the  plaintiff  h  privilege.  As  between  themselves,  each 
mill  owner  has  a  right  to  detain  the  water  for  the  reasonable  use 
of  his  mill,  even  though,  by  so  doing,  he  entirely  destroys  the 
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value  of  a  lower  privilege.  If  there  is  not  sufficient  water  from 
any  cause  to  run  all  the  mills  upon  the  stream,  the  upper  mills 
may  reasonably  apply  the  water,  and  if  in  such  reasonable  appli- 
cation of  it  they  injure,  or  even  destroy  the  lower  privileges,  it  is 
"  daubnuni  ahsque  injuria "  as  it  arises,  not  from  the  acts  of 
others,  but  from  an  actual  insufficiency  of  the  privilege  itself. 
But  the  qLestion  of  reasonableness  is  always  a  question  for  the 
jury.' 

Sec.  372.  If  there  have  been  any  restrictions  imposed  upon  the 
use  of  water,  by  the  grant  under  which  a  party  holds,  these 
restrictions  are  to  be  observed,  as  the  party's  rights  are  to  be 
measured  by  the  title  under  which  he  holds,  as  between  him  and 
his  grantor,  or  others  holding  under  title  derived  from  the  same 
source.  But  the  right  to  complain  of  a  violation  of  these  restric- 
tions is  confined  to  the  parties  to  the  conveyance,  or  others  upon 
the  same  privilege  deriving  title  from  a  common  source.  Those 
above  or  below  him  on  the  stream  cannot  avail  themselves  of  a 
violation  of  the  conditions  of  the  grant,  but  are  limited  to  such  a 
use  of  the  water  as  violates  their  rights,  and  as  in  excess  of  the 
entire  right  of  the  whole  privilege.  There  may  be  such  condi- 
tions in  the  grant  as  restrict  the  use  of  the  water  to  a  particular 
pui-pose,  as  for  the  propulsion  of  a  fulling  mill,  a  carding  mill,  or 
any  specific  use.  There  may  also  be  a  division  of  the  water.  One 
owner  upon  the  dam  may  be  restricted  to  the  use  of  the  water 
during  certain  hours  of  the  day,  and  another  to  its  use  during  the 
Intervening  time,  and  the  surplus  of  the  power  may  be  vested  in 
still  another,  but  these  restrictions  are  only  available  as  the  basis 
of  an  action  between  owners  upon  the  same  privilege.  A  stranger 
to  the  title  cannot  complain  of  any  excess  ot  use  that  is  not  in 
excess  of  the  entire  rights  of  the  privilege.'' 

Sec.  373.  As  has  previously  been  stated  parties  owning  differ- 
ent pri^leges  upon  the  same  stream  may,  by  their  acts,  impose 
restrictions  upon  each  privilege,  even  where  no  express  contract 
exists,  but  this  is  in  cases  where  the  parties  have  jointly  done 
some  act  which  is  mutually  beneficial   to  all   the  privileges  in 

'  Springfield  v.  Harris,  4  Allen  (Mass.),    Oregon,  1 ;  Snow  v.  Parsons,  28  Vt.  459 ; 
494 ;  Oregon  Iron  Co.  v.  Terwilliger,  3    Pollitt  v.  Long,  supra. 
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excess  of  the  natural  uses  of  them,  so  that  the  law  raises  an 
implied  contract  between  them,  that  the  use  of  each  shall  be  such 
as  not  to  deprive  the  others  of  the  benefits  of  the  joint  act. 
Thus  in  Rock  Manufacturing  Co.  v.  Hough,  39  Conn.  190,  the 
petitioners  and  respondent  being  respectively  the  proprietors  of 
mills  and  mill  sites  upon  a  stream,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
permanent  dam  across  the  stream,  entered  into  an  agreement  by 
which  each  of  the  parties  was  to  contribute  a  certain  sum  toward 
the  expense  of  erecting  the  dam,  which,  it  was  agreed,  should 
remain  a  permanent  dam  for  their  common  use.  A  dam  was 
erected,  forming  a  large  reservoir,  the  expense  of  which  was 
borne  by  them,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement.  The 
erection  of  the  dam  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  the  mill  sites  and 
increased  the  capacity  of  the  stream,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
petitioners  erected  larger  mills  at  great  expense.  During  times 
of  drouth,  and  during  the  dry  season,  the  mills  of  the  petitioners 
depended  almost  entirely  upon  the  reservoir ;  and  it  was  the  cus- 
tom of  all  the  parties  to  draw  water  from  the  reservoir  in  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  run  their  mills  only  during  the  usual  working 
hours,  and  to  shut  the  gate  during  the  night,  and  this  was  the 
only  mode  which  could  be  adopted  to  previent  a  waste  of  water  in 
the  dry  season,  and  to  use  it  to  the  best  advantage  to  all  interested. 
The  respondent's  mill,  which  had  a  large  and  deep  pond,  was 
situated  on  the  stream  above  the  mills  of  the  petitioners,  and 
they  could  get  the  water  from  the  reservoir  only  by  drawing 
enough  from  it  to  fill  the  respondent's  pond  and  cause  it  to  flow 
over  his  dam.  During  a  very  dry  season  all  the  mills  depended 
on  the  reservoir,  and  water  was  drawn  from  the  reservoir  during 
the  usual  working  hours  in  each  day  in  the  same  manner  as  it  had 
before  been  accustomed  to  be  drawn  during  similar  seasons.  Dur- 
ing that  season  the  respondent's  pond  would  be  filled  during  the 
day,  and  kept  filled  by  the  water  drawn  from  the  reservoir  for 
operating  the  mills,  and  would  be  full  and  the  water  running 
over  his  dam  at  night,  when  the  gate  at  the  reservoir  was  closed 
at  the  usual  hour.  After  the  gate  was  closed,  the  respondent  was 
accustomed  to  run  his  mill  during  the  night  as  long  as  the  water 
in  his  pond  furnished  a  sufficient  head.  The  respondent's  pond 
was  thereby  drawn  down,  and  the  petitioners  were  consequently 
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obliged  to  wait  for  water  until  it  was  filled  again,  to  the  serious 
injury  of  their  business,  and  the  water  in  the  reservoir  at  last 
failed  altogether  in  consequence  of  its  waste  by  the  respondent 
and  the  dryness  of  the  season,  until  the  petitioner's  mills  were 
compelled  to  remain  idle.  Held,  that  the  intention  of  the  parties 
to  the  contract  was  that  thev  should  all  consult  each  other's  inter- 
ests,  and  use  the  water  only  during  the  usual  working  hours  of 
each  day,  when  all  could  use  it  to  advantage,  and  that  the  use 
made  of  it  by  the  respondent  in  the  night  time  in  the  dry  season 
was  unreasonable,  in  violation  of  the  real  intent  of  the  contract, 
and  should  be  restrained  by  injunction. 

Sec.  374.  It  may  be  given  and  regarded  as  a  test  in  law  that 
whenever  the  use  of  water  by  one  proprietor  is  in  excess  of  his 
natural  right,  and  operates  injuriously  to  another  owner,  or*  if  it 
is  continuous,  though  no  actual  damage  results,  the  act  is  a  nuis- 
ance, because  it  is  actionable  at  any  time  during  its  exercise  by 
any  person  afl'ected  thereby,  as  being  in  derogation  of  his  rights, 
and  if  continued  during  the  statutory  period  will  create  a  servi- 
tude on  the  estate  of  every  person  affected  thereby.  This  rule 
of  course  is  to  be  construed  in  reference  to  the  rights  which  one 
proprietor  has  acquired  against  another  by  prescription,  and  is 
applicable  only  to  that  condition  of  things  that  exists  when  each 
party  stands  on  his  natural"  right.* 

f 

Sec.  375.  As  to  the  rights  of  riparian  owners  to  use  the  waters 
of  a  stream  for  the  purposes  of  irrigation,  there  is  consider- 
able conflict  of  doctrine,  but  it  may  be  stated  as  a  general  propo- 
sition supported  by  the  best  considered  cases,  that  the  right  of  a 
riparian  owner  to  divert  the  water  of  a  stream  for  the  purposes 
of  irrigation,  is  subject  to  the  restriction  that  he  must  not  dimin- 
ish the  quantity  of  the  water  of  the  stream  or  unreasonably 
detain  it,  and,  although  there  are  some  cases  in  which  a  different 
doctrine  is  advanced,  they  are  cases  which  are  entitled  to  no 
weight  as  authorities,  and  which  are  in  conflict  with  the  general 
common-law  doctrine.     The  true  rule  in  reference  to  irrigation  is 

'  Thomas  v.  Brackney,  17  Barb.  (N.  Wadsworth  v.  Tilotson,  15  Conn.  369  ; 

T.  S.  C),  654;  Embrey'f.  Owen,  6  Ex.  Ennor  v.  Barwell,  2  Giff.  (Eng.)  410; 

353  ;    Johns  v.   Stevens,    3    Vt.    808 ;  Wright  v.  Howard,  1  Sim.  &  S.  190. 
Ripka  V.  Sergeant,  7  Watts.  &  S.  9 ; 
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well  stated  in  Washburn  on  Easements,  p.  230,  thus :  "  To  limit 
a  land  owner  to  the  mere  benefit  of  having  a  stream  flow  through 
his  land,  without  any  right  to  divert  the  same  or  any  part  thereof, 
would  be  defeating  in  a  great  measure  the  purposes  for  which 
Providence  has  provided  these  sources  of  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence to  man,  and  the  means  of  fertilizing  the  soil,  and  giving  a 
profitable  employment  for  industry  and  art.  It  is  accordingly 
held  that  if  in  any  question  of  diversion  the  jury  should  find 
that  it  was  only  of  such  water  as  the  complaining  party  could  not 
have  used  for  any  beneficial  purpose,  or  that  it  was  used  in  a 
reasonable  manner,  and  for  a  proper  purpose,  an  action  for  the 
same  would  not  lie.  But,  as  every  diversion  is  prima  facie  a 
violation  of  the  right  of  a  riparian  owner  below,  to  have  the 
benefit  of  the  stream  ut  currere  solehat^  an  action  will  lie  there- 
for, unless  the  party  using  it  can  ground  his  defense  upon  such 
use  as  is  above  supposed."  ' 

Sec.  376.  It  is  not  a  man's  necessities  nor  his  profits  that  fur- 
nishes the  true  measure  of  his  right,  but  the  real  criterion  is,  how 
far  he  can  go  without  an  infringement  upon  the  rights  of  others  ? 
He  may  go  so  far  as  he  can  in  the  use  of  water,  keeping  within 
his  own  right,  but  he  goes  beyond  that  at  his  peril.  In  Van 
Hoesen  v.  Coventry  et  al.^  10  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  518,  this  rule 
in  reference  to  the  rights  of  riparian  owners,  was  laid  down  by 
the  court.  In  that  case  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  woolen 
factory  upon  the  Kinderhook  creek,  in  the  town  of  Stuyvesant. 
The  defendants  were  the  owners  of  mills  upon  the  same  stream, 
above  the  plaintiflP's  factory.  There  was  an  island  in  the  creek, 
opposite  the  premises  of  both  parties.  The  defendants'  mills 
were  near  the  upper  end  of  the  island,  and  the  plaintiff's  factory 
was  near  the  lower  end.  Both  were  on  the  easterly  branch  of 
the  creek.  In  the  summer  of  1846  it  became  necessary  for  the 
defendants  to  repair  their  dam  and  flume,  and  for  that  purpose 

1  Elliott  V.  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  11 
Cush.  (Mass.),  191  ;  Howell  v.  McCoy,  3 
Rawle.  (Penn.),  236  ;  Slireve  v.  Voor- 
hees,  2  Green.  Ch.  (N.  J.),  25;  Wil- 
liams  V.  Morland,  2  Barn.  &  Cres.  910 ; 
Thompson  v.  Crocker,  2  Pick.  (Mass.), 
59  ;  Cooper  v.  Hall,  5  Ohio,  320 ;  Parker 
e.  Griswold,  17  Conn.  288  ;  Embrey  v. 
Owen,    ante  Sampson    v.    Haddinott, 


ante;  Webb  v.  Portland  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  3  Sum.  (C.  C.  U.  S.),  189 
Wright  V.  Howard,  1  Sim.  &  S.  190 
Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason,  397 
Wadsworth  v.  Tillotson,  15  Conn.  366 
Pugh  y.  Wheeler,  5  Dev.  &  Bat.  50 
Van  Huesen  v.  Coventry,  10  Barb.  (N 
Y.  S.  C),  508. 
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they  shut  down  the  head  gates  ot  then*  dam,  the  effect  of  which 
wa8  to  divert  a  portion  of  the  water  to  the  west  branch  of  the 
creek,  and  away  from  the  plaintiflF's  mill.  In  consequence  of 
such  diversion,  the  plaintiff  was  compelled  to  suspend  business 
at  his  factory  for  several  days. 

For  the  injury  thus  sustained,  this  action  was  brought.  The 
referee  reported  that,  upon  the  evidence  before  him,  the  follow- 
ing, among  other  facts,  were  established  :  Thaj;  in  the  ordinary 
flow  of  the  stream,  to  shut  down  the  head  gates  in  the  defend- 
ants' darn,  diverted  a  portion  of  the  water  from  the  east  to  the 
west  branch  of  the  stream  ;  that,  while  the  head  gates  of  the  de- 
fendants' dam  were  closed,  sufficient  water  was  thrown  into  the 
west  branch  of  the  stream  to  affect  injuriously  the  plaintiff's  mill 
below,  on  the  east  branch ;  that  the  repairs  made  by  the  defend- 
ants were  necessary,  and  could  not  be  made  without  closing  down 
the  head  gates,  and  that  they  were  prosecuted  with  unusual  vigi- 
lance in  the  number  of  hands  employed,  working  early  and  late 
to  complete  them.  The  referee  reported  in  favor  of  the  defend- 
ants, and  stated  that  he  placed  his  decision  mainly  on  the 
ground  that,  as  matter  of .  law,  the  defendants,  for  the  enjoyment 
of  their  own  property,  had  a  right  to  close  down  the  head  gates 
of  their  dam  temporarily,  to  make  substantial  and  necessary  re- 
pairs, doing  no  unnecessary  damage.  Harris,  J.,  in  delivering 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  said :  "  The  question  presented  by  this 
case  is,  whether  the  owners  of  a  mill  have  the  right,  when  it 
becomes  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  making  repairs,  to  divert 
the  stream  upon  which  it  is  situated,  to  the  injury  of  another 
proprietor  upon  the  same  stream  below.  So  far,  at  least,  as  my 
own  researches  have  extended,  the  question  has  not  been  ad- 
judged. Its  decision  must  depend  upon  the  general  principles 
applicable  to  the  subject.  The  general  doctrine  relating  to  water- 
courses is,  that  every  proprietor  is  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  flow 
of  the  water,  in  its  natural  *  course,  and  to  the  momentum  of  its 
fall  on  his  own  land.  The  owner  has  no  property  in  the  water 
itself,  but  a  pimple  usufruct.  He  may  use  it  as  it  passes  along, 
but  he  must  send  down  to  his  neighbor  below  as  much  as  he  re- 
ceived from  his  neighbor  above.^     '  Though  he  may  use  the  water 

'  Angell  on  Water  Courses,  §  90,  94 ;  3  Kent's  Com.  439. 
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while  it  runs  over  his  land,'  says  Kent,  '  he  cannot  unreasonably 
detain  it,  or  give  it  another  direction,  and  he  must  return  it  to  its 
ordinary  channel  when  it  leaves  his  estate.  Without  the  consent 
of  the  adjoining  proprietors  he  cannot  divert  or  diminish  the 
quantity  of  water  which  would  otherwise  descend  to  the  propri- 
etors below.'  " 

In  Blanchard  v.  Bakery  8  Greenl.  253,  266,  the  doctrine  is 
stated  in  the  following  clear  and  emphatic  language :  "  It  is  an  A 
ancient  and  well-established  principle,  that  water  cannot  be  law- 
fully diverted,  unless  it  is  returned  again  to  its  accustomed  chan- 
nel before  it  passes  the  land  of  the  proprietor  below.  Running 
water  is  not  susceptible  of  an  appropriation  which  will  justify 
the  diversion  or  unreasonable  detention  of  it."  "  The  owners  of 
mills  on  a  stream,"  says  Justice  Stoky,  in  Wehb  v.  The  Portland 
Manufacturing  Co.^  3  Sum.  189,  "  have  an  undoubted  right  to  the 
flow  of  the  water,  as  it  has  been  accustomed  of  right  and  naturally 
to  flow  to  their  respective  mills.  The  proprietor  above  has  no  p 
right  to  divert  or  unreasonably  retard  this  natural  flow  to  the 
mills  below."  Page  200 :  "  No  proprietor  can  diminish  the  quan- 
tity of  water  which  would  otherwise  descend  to  the  proprietors 
below,"  says  the  vice-chancellor,  in  Wright  v.  Howard,  1  Sim.  & 
S.  190,  203.  Lord  Ellenbobough,  in  Bealy  v.  Shaw,  6  East, 
208,  214,  says :  "  The  general  rule  of  law  is,  that  every  man  has 
a  right  to  have  the  advantage  of  a  flow  of  water  on  his  own  land 
without  diminution  or  alteration,"  Chief  Justice  Gibson,  in 
McCalmont  v.  Whittaker,  3  Serg.  &  Rawle  (Penn.),  84,  90,  says: 
"  The  water  power  to  which  a  riparian  owner  is  entitled  consists 
of  the  fall  of  the  stream  when  in  its  natural  state,  as  it  passes 
through  his  land,  or  along  the  boundary  of  it,  or,  in  other  words, 
it  consists  of  the  difierence  of  level  between  the  surface  where 
the  stream  first  touches  his  land,  and  the  surface  where  it  leaves 
it." 

It  is  also  laid  down  as  the  law  of  Scotland,  that  "  although  a 
proprietor  may  use  the  water  while  within  his  own  premises,  yet 
he  must  allow  it  to  pass  on  to  the  inferior  heritors." '  Other 
authorities  to  the  same  effect  might  be  cited,  but  these  are  suffi- 

'  Bell's  Law  of  Scotland,  691.  cited     Gardner  v.  Village    of   Newburgh,  2 
by  Angell  in  his  Treatise  on  Water-    Johns.  Ch.  162. 
courses  (4th  ed.),  §  95,  note.     See,  also. 
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cient  to  show  how  clearly  the  general  doctrine  on  the  subject  is 
settled,  and  how  uniformly  it  has  been  recognized.  The  proprie- 
tor above  has  a  right  to  apply  the  water  to  his  own  use,  but  the 
proprietor  below  has  an  equal  right  to  its  subsequent  use.  Each 
must  so  use  it  as  not  to  work  any  material  injury  or  annoyance 
to  his  neighbor. 

The  right  to  use,  necessarily  implies  the  right  to  dam  and  to 
detain  the  water  long  enough  to  use  it  to  advantage. 

"  The  maxim,  '  Sic  utere  tuo^  ut  alienum  non  Icedas,^  says 
Thompson,  Ch.  J.,  in  Piatt  v.  Johnson,  15  Johns.  213,  218, 
"  must  be  taken  and  construed  with  an  eye  to  the  natural  rights 
of  all."  But,  while  each  proprietor  has  a  right  to  detain  the 
water  as  it  passes  through  his  land  long  enough  for  the  proper 
and  profitable  enjoyment  of  it,  he  can  only  detain  it.  He  can 
not  lawfully  divert  it.  Chancellor  Kent  states  the  rule  on  this 
subject  as  follows :  "  All  that  the  law  requires  of  the  party  by  or 
over  whose  land  a  stream  passes,  is  that  he  should  use  the  water 
in  a  reasonable  manner,  and  so  as  not  to  destroy  or  render  useless, 
or  materially  diminish  or  affect  the  application  of  the  water  by 
the  proprietors  above  or  below  on  the  stream.  He  must  not  shut 
the  gates  of  his  dams  and  detain  the  water  unreasonably,  or  let  it 
off"  in  unusual  quantities  to  the  annoyance  of  his  neighbor. 
Judge  Stoey,  in  noticing  the  rule  as  thus  laid  down  by  Kent, 
says :  "I  scarcely  know  where  else  the  doctrine  can  be  found 
reduced  to  so  elegant  and  satisfactory  a  formula. ' 

The  application  of  this  rule  to  the  case  under  consideration, 
can  not,  it  seems  to  me,  justify  the  defendants,  even  for  the  tem- 
porary purpose  of  repairs,  in  diverting  the  water  from  the  plain- 
tiff's mill. 

If  such  diversion  had  been  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  referee 
seems  to  think,  although  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  the  testimony 
warranted  that  conclusion,  I  think  it  should  be  regarded  as  a 
defect  in  the  defendants'  water-power,  the  consequences  of  which 
should  fall  upon  them,  and  not  upon  the  plaintiff". 

The  question  in  every  such  case  seems  to  be,  according  to  all 
the  authorities,  whether  the  water  has  been  diverted  or  unreason 

"  3  Kent's  Com.  440,  441.  «  gee  Webb  v.  The  Portland  Manu- 

facturing Co.,  above  cited,  p.  199. 
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ably  detained.  If  there  has  been  a  diversion  accompanied  with 
injury,  the  action  is  sustained.  If  there  has  been  merely  a 
detention,  then  the  further  question  arises,  whether  such  deten- 
tion was  reasonable.  But  whether  or  not  a  diversion  of  water  is 
reasonable,  is  a  question  not  so  much  as  mentioned  by  any  writer 
or  judge. 

The  very  proposition  assumes  the  right  of  the  proprietor  above 
to  use  the  water  for  his  own  purposes,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
proprietor  below  —  a  proposition  inconsistent  with  the  doctrine 
universally  admitted,  as  we  have  seen,  that  all  the  proprietors 
have  the  same  rights. 

My  conclusion,  therefore,  is,  that  if  the  defendants'  water- 
power  is  so  situated,  in  reference  to  the  two  branches  of  the 
stream,  that  they  are  unable  to  make  repairs  to  their  dam  and 
flume  without  diverting  the  water  from  one  branch  to  the  other, 
and  thus  entirely  depriving  the  plaintiff  of  the  use  of  the  water 
so  diverted,  they  must  obtain  the  plaintiff's  consent  to  make  such 
diversion,  or  answer  to  him  in  damages  for  the  injury  he  sustains. 

The  same  rule  applies  to  the  use  of  water  for  the  purposes  of 
irrigation.  There  is  no  right  in  a  tiller  of  the  soil  superior  to 
the  rights  of  a  manufacturer.  Either  may  make  a  reasonable  use 
of  the  water,  but  for  all  uses  beyond  that  they  are  held  to  a  strict 
liability,  and  all  cases  that  hold  to  the  contrary,  are  mere  excres- 
cencies  upon  the  common  law,  and  are  entitled  to  no  weight  as 
authorities. 
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Sec.  377.  No  prescriptive  right  can  be  acquired  in  water  that 
squanders  itself  over  the  surface  of  the  ground,  even  though  in 
the  natural  and  ordinary  course  of  things  it  would  flow  upon  the 
land  of  another.  And  this  is  so,  even  if  it  flows  thus  during  a 
considerable  time  each  season,  where  it  acquires  no  definite  chan- 
nel, and  is  subject  to  the  ever  varying  fluctuations  of  the  season, 
and  arises  from  the  fall  of  rain  or  the  melting  of  snow.  In  all 
such  cases  the  land  owner  may  divert  it,  and  raise  barriers  on  his 
land,  to  send  it  in  any  direction  on  his  own  land,  or  in  any  direc- 
tion that  he  chooses,  so  as  not  to  produce  injury  to  another.' 

But  where  a  natural  stream  of  water,  that  is  not  the  product 
of  spasmodic  causes,  runs  in  a  definite  channel  for  a  distance  so  as 
to  acquire  the  character  and  legal  attributes  of  a  water-course, 

»  Ashley  v.  Walcott,  11  Cush.  (Mass.)  193;  Goodale  v.  Tuttle,  39  N.  Y.  459. 
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suddenly  departs  from  all  limits  and  spreads  itself  over  a  wide 
tract,  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  formation  of  the  ground, 
and  after  passing  thus  for  a  distance  assumes  a  definite  channel 
again,  this  is  such  a  water-course  as  gives  to  all  persons  below,  the 
right  to  have  the  water  go  to  them  in  the  usual  and  ordinary- 
mode,  and  every  diversion  of  it  so  as  to  prevent  its  reaching  the 
channel  below,  or  so  as  to  diminish  the  quantity  of  water  that 
would  naturally  go  there,  is  an  interference  with  the  rights  of  the 
lower  owners,  and  an  actionable  nuisance.' 

Sec.  378.  While  every  person  may,  on  his  own  land,  turn  the 
surface  water,  or  the  water  which  squanders  itself  there,  and 
cause  its  escape  in  a  manner  ditferent  from  which  it  would  natu- 
rally go,  yet  he  may  not  do  this  to  turn  it  upon  another's  land,  or 
go  that  it  will  escape  upon  the  land  of  another  in  a  direction  or 
channel  different  from  that  in  which  it  would  naturally  escape. 
He  is  not  liable  for  any  consequence  of  the  escape  of  surface 
water  from  his  land  in  its  ordinary  and  natural  course,  but  he 
may  not  change  the  course  of  its  natural  escape  by  means  of  an 
embankment  or  otherwise ;  if  he  does,  he  is  liable  for  all  the 
damages  that  ensue.  Every  such  act  is  the  invasion  of  another's 
right,  and  is  actionable  because  of  the  injury  to  the  right,  whether 
the  damage  be  great  or  small.  Indeed,  the  act  is  wrongful  ^er 
se,  and  in  its  inception,  and  is  actionable  without  any  special 
damage." 

Sec.  379.  In  Bowlsbyv.  Speer,  2  Vroom  N.  J.  351,  it  was  held 
that,  where  one,  by  the  erection  of  a  huilding  upon  his  premises, 
diverted  the  surface  water,  and  thus  caused  it  to  flow  upon  the 
land  of  an  adjoining  owner,  no  liability  therefor  exists.  One 
land-owner  is  under  no  obligation  to  discharge  the  water  that 
falls  upon  his  premises  in  a  particular  manner.  He  may  divert 
it  and  withhold  it  entirely  from  one  over  whose  land  it  would 
naturally  pass,  and  that,  too,  even  though  it  has  passed  there  for 
many  years,  and  supplies  the  water  of  a  water-course,  by  which 
a  lower  owner  has  run  his  mill,  and  upon  which  he  depends  for 

'  Macomber  v.  Godfrey,  108   Mass.  American  Rep.  732 ;  Dawsou  v.  Paver, 

219  ;    American   Rep.  349  ;    Gillett  «.  5  Ha.  415  ;   Smith  v.  Kenrick,  7  C.  B. 

Johnson,  30  Conn.  80.  515 ;  Bowlsby  w.  Speer,  2  Vroom.  (N. 

'^ Tootles.  Clifton,  22  Ohio  St.  347;  10  J.)  351. 


SUEFACE  WATER.  383 

that  purpose.  Where,  however,  the  water  assumes  a  definite 
channel,  it  cannot  then  be  diverted,  but  it  may  be  prevented  from 
reaching  this  channel,  and  be  discharged  in  any  direction  the 
land-owner  sees  fit  to  send  it,  so  that  he  does  no  damage  to 
another.  By  the  civil  law,  lower  lands  were  charged  with  the 
servitude  of  discharging  the  water  from  higher  lands,  but  there 
is  no  servitude  existing  in  favor  of  lower  estates  against  the 
higher  ones,  compelling  the  discharge  of  the  water  over  the  lower 
estate.* 

Seo.  380.  In  Broadbent  v.  Ramsbotham,  11  Exchequer,  602,  this 
question  was  very  ably  discussed  and  disposed  of.  In  that  case,  it 
appeared  that  the  plaintiff"  was  the  owner  and  occupier  of  a  mill 
which  had  existed  for  fifty  years,  and  was  situated  upon  a  natural 
stream  called  Longwood  brook,  the  waters  of  which  had,  during 
all  that  time,  been  used  by  the  occupiers  of  the  mill  for  working 
the  mill  by  water  power,  and  "carrying  on  in  it  the  business  of  a 
manufacturer  of  woolen  cloths. 

The  brook  fiowed  along  the  bottom  of  a  valley,  which  was 
bounded  by  a  range  of  hills  on  the  north  or  north-west  side 
and  by  another  range  of  hills,  called  Nettleton  hill,  on  the  south 
or  south-east.  This  last  range  of  hill  ended  with  a  deep  slope 
close  to  the  north-west  side  of  the  two  reservoirs  of  the  water- 
works. This  slope  was  much  broken  by  land-slips,  more  particu- 
larly on  the  north  and  east  sides  of  it.  Twp  of  these  land-slips, 
which  were  below  the  highest  level  of  the  hill,  were  known  by 
the  names  of  Pendle  hill  and  Pighill  wood. 

The  defendant  Atkinson  was  the  occupier  of  a  farm  in  the 
township,  called  Petty  Royds'  farm,  on  the  north-west  side  of  the 
range  called  JSTettleton  hill.  The  defendant,  Dr.  Ramsbotham, 
was  the  receiver  and  manager  of  that  estate  for  the  owner,  who 
was  an  infant. 

The  natural  state  of  the  surface  of  Petty  Royds'  farm  was 
very  uneven,  and  needed  much  draining.  Parts  of  it  had  been 
partially,  but  imperfectly,  drained  by  the  tenants,  before  making 

'  Swett  V.  Cutts,  50  N.  H.  439  ;  9  Am.  Ennor  v.  Barwell,  2  GiflF.  410,  as   to 

Rep.  276;  Cyrus  v.  Ayrault,  47  N.  T.  water  arisiug  from  springs   near  an- 

43  ;    BuflPam  v.   Harris,  5   R.   I.   258  ;  other's  land,  and  finding  its  way  there 

Pixley  B.Clark,  35  N.  Y.  532.     But  see  though  in  no  defined  channel. 
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the  drain  which  led  to  the  present  action.  In  some  of  the  closes, 
lodgments  of  water  and  boggy  places  had  existed,  and  horses, 
when  crossing  over  the  close  called  Long  bottom,  had  sunk  in. 

From  the  sides  of  the  hills  called  Pighill  wood  and  Pendle 
hill,  which  lie  to  the  west  of  Petty  Royds'  farm  buildings,  the 
natural  flow  of  water  is  northwards  until  it  reached  the 
brook ;  and  all  water  passing  over  the  lands  which  lie  on  the 
west  side  of  the  farm  buildings  naturally  flowed  northward  into 
that  brook.  Above  Pighill  wood  was  an  area  of  about  six  acres 
and  a  half,  which  was  formed  into  a  shallow  basin  by  the  land- 
slips which  had  occurred  on  the  face  of  this  hill,  and  the  waters 
collected  in  this  basin,  if  they  ever  exceeded  the  depth  of  about 
three  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  lowest  point  of  the  basin, 
would  escape  down  the  north-east  corner  and  then  north- 
ward to  the  brook,  on  the  west  of  the  Petty  Royds  farm  build- 
ings. All  the  water,  which  did  not  exceed  the  depth  of  three 
feet,  passed  away  into  the  ground.  If  the  waters  which  so 
escaped  in  excess  of  the  above  amount  were  very  abundant  at 
one  time,  a  part  could  then  find  a  passage  to  the  east  of  their 
point  of  escape,  and  run  down  the  field  called  the  Long  bottom. 

Near  the  north-east  corner  of  this  basin  there  was  an  elevated 
portion  of  land,  on  part  of  which  the  farm  buildings  stood  pro- 
jecting from  the  hill-side,  and  which  advanced  to  the  north  from 
the  general  slope  of  the  hill  above  these  farm  buildings. 

This  elevated  portion  of  land  divided  the  natural  flow  of  water 
on  the  west  of  the  buildings  from  the  natural  flow  of  water  on 
the  east  of  them,  which  was  to  the  eastward  down  Long  bottom 
close,  and  under  some  steep  land-slips  called  Duck  holes  and  Elm- 
hurst  wood. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  farm  buildings  there  formerly  existed 
a  well  of  water  seventy  yards  from  the  farm  house.  This  well 
was  supplied  by  a  subterraneous  flow  of  water  out  of  the  ground, 
and  from  it  the  farm  house  was  supplied  with  water.  In  seasons 
of  a  great  supply  of  water  there  was  an  overflow  from  this  well, 
which  ran  northward  to  the  brook.  The  water  of  this  well  the 
former  occupants  of  the  farm  and  of  the  neighboring  cottages 
used  for  domestic  purposes,  as  spring  water. 

Adjoining  the  south  side  of  this  well  was  a  swamp,  extending 
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over  an  area  of  about  sixteen  perches,  occasioned  by  a  slight 
elevation  of  the  surface  toward  the  north,  which  obstructed  the 
escape  of  any  water  which  had  once  found  its  way  there.  This 
swamp  communicated  with  the  water  of  the  well,  and  was  never 
entirely  free  from  water  at  any  season  of  the  year.  The  supply 
of  water  to  the  farm  house,  for  the  use  of  the  tenant  and  his 
family  and  servants,  was  wholly  dependent  on  this  well,  which, 
at  no  season,  was  ever  dry,  although  its  level  lowered  in  dry 
weather.  At  a  distance  of  about  sixteen  yards  to  the  south  of 
this  well,  on  the  other  side  of  the  swamp,  and  more  under  the 
slope  called  Pendle  hill,  were  also  formerly  two  wells,  called  the 
horse-wells. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  close  called  Long  bottom,  where  it 
adjoined  the  farm  yard  and  buildings  of  Petty  Royds,  there  for- 
merly existed  a  well,  which  was  distant  fifty-six  yards  and  two 
.  feet  toward  the  east,  from  the  door  of  the  farm  house.  This 
well,  which  was  two  feet  deep  below  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
and  about  three  feet  square,  was  supplied  from  the  water  which 
arose  out  of  the  ground  on  the  hill  side  near  that  spot. 

This  well  was  used  as  the  watering-place  for  the  cattle  of  the 
farm,  and  the  supply  from  it  in  dry  seasons  being  greatly  reduced  in 
quantity,  the  cattle  had  then  to  go  on  their  knees  to  get  it.  With 
the  overflow  of  this  well  commenced  a  stream  of  water,  which, 
for  part  of  its  course,  ran  in  an  open  ditch  down  the  hedge-side 
on  the  south  of  Long  bottom  close,  and  in  other  parts  down  a 
small  channel  worked  by  the  water,  and  over  swampy  places 
where  the  cattle  had  trodden  in  the  soil. 

After  this  stream  of  water  left  Long  bottom  close,  it  ran  directly 
eastward  over  the  close  called  Lower  "Woods,  from  thence  along  a 
natural  valley  in  an  easterly  direction,  and  through  the  fence 
which  divided  the  close  called  Lower  Woods  from  the  close  called 
Top  Field.  From  this  fence  it  passed  to  the  north-east,  across  the 
north-west  corner  of  Top  Field,  and  leaving  that  close  it  went 
eastward  down  by  the  hedge  sides,  and  passing  the  houses  at  Leys 
it  discharged  itself,  before  and  up  to  the  construction  of  the  Mill- 
owners'  Compensation  Reservoir  into  the  Longwood  brook,  and 
since  the  first  construction  of  that  reservoir  it  discharged  itself 
into  the  Mill-owners'  Compensation  Reservoir  in  Longwood. 
49 
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When  a  sudden  flood  of  rain  was  discharged  into  the  course 
above  described,  the  water  of  this  stream  overflowed  its  channel 
at  the  point  where  it  passed  through  the  fence  on  the  east  side  of 
Lower  Woods  and  entered  the  close  called  Top  Field,  and  the 
water  so  overflowing  escaped  partly  over  that  and  other  closes, 
and  entered  the  Mill-owners'  Compensation  Reservoir  at  its  most 
southern  angle  or  point. 

Some  time  previous  to  1851  the  defendant  Atkinson  had  par- 
tially drained  portions  of  Long  bottom,  and  in  that  year  he 
applied  to  Dr.  Ramsbotham  to  have  a  main  cut  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  off  the  water  from  the  upper  portion  of  that  close  and 
improving  this  part  of  the  farm.  Dr.  Ramsbotham  gave  Atkin- 
son authority  to  make  the  drain, 

Atkinson  began  the  drain  in  August,  1852.  The  drain  was 
commenced  at  the  point  in  the  course  of  the  stream  above 
described,  where  it  passed  out  of  Lower  Woods  through  the  fence 
into  Top  Field,  and  followed  that  course  upward  through  Lower 
Woods  in  the  natural  valley,  and  passed  under  Elmhurst  Wood 
into  Long  bottom,  taking  the  same  direction  as  that  of  the  stream 
under  the  hedge  side  for  quite  a  distance  in  that  close,  and 
then  passed  under  that  hedge  into  the  close  called  Duck  Holes. 
In  Duck  Holes  it  ran  parallel  to  and  along  the  side  of  this  same 
hedge,  and  generally  in  the  direction  of  the  stream  until  it 
reached  the  point  where  the  well  on  the  east  of  the  farm  build- 
ings formerly  existed  at  the  top  of  Long  bottom.  Three  stone 
watering  troughs  were  fixed  near  the  place  of  the  well,  and  that 
well  had  been  levelled  and  filled  up.  Atkinson  afterward  cut  the 
drain  in  a  western  direction  and  made  it  pass  on  the  south  side  of 
the  farm  buildings  by  carrying  it  through  the  elevated  ground, 
before  described,  on  which  these  buildings  stood,  and  passing 
thence  under  the  slopes  on  the  west  side  of  the  farm  buildings, 
which  were  called  Pighill  Wood.  It  reached  a  point  in  its  course 
which  was  eighty-eight  yards  to  the  west  of  the  barn  end  of  the 
farm  buildings. 

Atkinson's  object  in  continuing  the  drain  to  the  west  of  the 
stone  watering  places  was  to  carry  water  from  the  west  side  of  the 
farm  buildings,  for  the  supply  of  those  watering  places  on  the  east 
of  them,  and  was  not  intended  by  him  for  agricultural  purposes 
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The  drain  from  the  spot  occupied  by  the  stone  watering  places, 
east  of  Petty  Royd's  farm  yard,  down  Duck  Holes  and  Long  bot- 
tom, and  through  Lower  Woods,  was  a  good  and  useful  agricultu- 
ral drain  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  ground  and  subsoil  of 
those  closes  of  lodgments  of  water  and  swamps,  which  in  parts 
extended  to  a  great  depth,  as  it  would  serve  as  a  master  drain  into 
which  collateral  drains  could  find  an  outlet  for  more  completely 
draining  those  parts  of  the  farm  of  Petty  Royd's. 

The  efiect  produced  by  the  part  of  the  drain  which  was  carried 
from  the  stone  troughs  to  the  west  through  the  elevated  ground 
upon  the  natural  flow  of  the  streams  of  water  which  escaped  to 
the  northward  into  Longwood  brook  from  the  well  on  the  west 
side  of  the  farm  house,  was  to  divert  the  water  of  the  streams,  and 
to  intercept  the  water  which  before  ran  into  and  underground  there, 
near  this  well,  and  was  there  discharged  northward,  and  to  carry 
those  waters  away  down  to  the  east  by  the  south  side  of  the  farm 
house.  The  surface  of  the  swamp  near  the  well  on  the  west  side 
of  the  farm  buildings,  as  it  existed  before  the  cutting  of  the  drain, 
had  been  filled  in  and  raised,  and  the  well  itself  had  been  filled 
up  and  levelled,  and  did  not  exist. 

The  effect  of  the  drain  east  of  the  farm  buildings  and  of  the  said 
conduit  leading  from  it  to  the  new  stone  reservoir,  was  to  carry 
off  the  water  which,  before  the  drain  was  cut,  ran  down  the  course 
of  the  stream  through  Long  bottom,  and  to  discharge  part  of  it 
into  that  reservoir  and  part  of  it  down  to  Leys  and  to  the  Mill- 
owners'  Compensation  Reservoir. 

The  judgment  of  the  court  was  delivered  by  Alderson,  B.,  who 
said :  "  The  question  is  whether  the  defendant  Atkinson  has 
improperly  diverted,  by  the  acts  which  he  has  undoubtedly  done, 
four  sources  which  have,  as  the  plaintiff  contends,  supplied  the 
Longwood  brook,  on  which  his  mill  is  situated.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  in  the  course  of  the  drainage  these  sources  of  water 
have  been  diverted,  and  now  fall  into  the  drain  made  by  the 
defendant."  The  arbitrator  describes  them  thus :  "  And  first,  as 
to  the  six  and  a  half  acre  pond,"  he  says,  "  from  the  sides  of  the 
hill  the  natural  flow  of  water  is  northward  till  it  reaches  Long- 
wood  Brook,  and  all  water  passing  over  the  lands  there,  naturally 
runs  down  toward,  and  into  Longwood  Brook. 
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"About  Pighill  Wood  a  shallow  basin  is  formed  by  the  land 
slips  which  have  from  time  to  time  occurred,  and  the  water  col- 
lected in  it,  if  it  exceeds  the  depth  of  about  three  feet  above  the 
lowest  point  of  the  basin,  escapes  northward  and  runs  down  over 
the  surface  of  the  hill  toward  Longwood  brook.  The  rest  sinks 
into  the  ground  or  remains  as  a  pond  in  the  hollow  thus  naturally 
created  by  the  form  of  the  land."  Now,  we  think  that  this  water, 
both  that  which  overflows  and  that  which  sinks  in,  belongs  abso- 
lutely to  the  defendant  on  whose  land  it  rises,  and  is  not  aflPected 
by  any  right  of  the  plaintiff.  The  right  to  the  natural  flow  of 
the  water  in  Longwood  brook  undoubtedly  belongs  to  the  plain- 
tiff; but  we  think  that  this  right  cannot  extend  further  than  a 
right  to  the  flow  in  the  brook  itself,  and  to  the  water  flowing  in 
some  defined  natural  channel,  either  subterranean  or  on  the  sur- 
face, communicating  directly  with  the  brook  itself.  ~No  doubt 
all  the  water  falling  from  heaven  and  shed  upon  the  surface  of  a 
hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  a  brook  runs,  must  by  the  natural  force 
of  gravity,  find  its  way  to  the  bottom  and  so  into  the  brook ;  but 
this  does  not  prevent  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  this  water 
falls  from  dealing  with  it  as  he  may  please  and  appropriating  it. 
He  cannot,  it  is  true,  do  so  if  the  water  has  arrived  at,  and  is  flow- 
ing in  some  natural  channel  already  formed.  But  he  has  a  perfect 
right  to  appropriate  it  before  it  arrives  at  such  a  channel.  In 
this  case  a  basin  is  formed  in  his  land  which  belongs  to  him,  and 
the  water  from  the  heavens  lodges  there.  There  is  here  no  water- 
course at  all. 

If  this  water  exceeds  a  certain  depth  it  escapes  at  the  lowest 
point,  and  squanders  itself  (so  to  speak)  over  the  adjoining  surface. 
The  owner  of  the  soil  has  clearly  a  right  to  drain  this  shallow 
pond  and  get  rid  of  the  inconvenience  at  his  own  pleasure.  We 
have  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  as  to  this  source  of  feeding  the 
Longwood  brook  the  plaintiff  has  no  title.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  the  swamp  of  sixteen  perches,  which  is  merely  like  a 
sponge  fixed  (so  to  speak)  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  and  full  of  water. 
If  this  overflows  it  creates  a  sort  of  marshy  margin  adjoining ; 
and  there  is  apparently  no  course  of  water  either  into  or  out  of 
it  on  the  surface  of  the  land.  As  to  the  subterranean  courses 
communicating  with  this  swamp,  which  must  no  doubt  exist,  it  is 
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sufficient  to  say  that  tliey  are  not  traceable  so  as  to  show  that  the 
water  passing  along  them  ever  reaches  Longwood  brook.  This 
falls,  therefore,  into  the  same  category,  or  rather  is  a  stronger 
instance  of  the  rule  before  mentioned.  The  well  at  this  point  is 
also  in  simili  casu.  It  is  not  found  in  the  case  that  it  has  any 
subterranean  communication  with  Longwood  brook.  Indeed,  if 
it  had  any  such  communication  (inasmuch  as  the  brook  seems  far 
below  the  bottom  of  this  shallow  well),  the  communication  would 
probably  draw  off  all  the  water  in  it.  It  is  sufficient,  however, 
to  say  that  it  is  not  found  so  to  communicate.  But  no  doubt 
when  this  well  overflows  the  overflow  pours  itself  over  and  down 
the  declivity  toward  the  brook.  But  this  gives  no  right  to  the 
water,  as  we  have  already  shown  in  the  case  of  the  six  9,nd  a  half 
acre  pond.  These  are  the  three  grounds  of  the  plaintifi's  com- 
plaint in  the  first  count  of  his  declaration.  They  all  seem  to  us 
to  fail. 

The  stream  said  to  be  diverted  is  one  in  which,  on  the  side  of 
a  hill,  a  stream  wells  out  from  the  ground  at  a  depth  of  about 
two  feet  and  is  received  into  a  basin  of  about  three  feet  square, 
and  used  as  a  watering  place  for  cattle.  This  stream  in  dry  sea- 
sons was  somewhat  scanty,  so  as  to  compel  the  cattle  at  those 
periods  to  go  down  on  their  knees  to  reach  it.  At  other  times 
it  overflowed  its  basin,  and  then  it  ran  down  part  of  the  way 
in  an  open,  and  as  we  presume,  artiflcial  ditch,  for  it  is  described 
as  a  ditch  beside  a  hedge.  The  water,  lower  in  its  course, 
flows  on  in  a  small  channel  worked  by  the  water  and  over 
swampy  places  where  the  cattle  had  trodden  in  the  soil.  Still 
lower  down,  after  passing  through  one  or  two  fields,  it  arrives  in. 
what  is  described  as  a  natural  valley,  and  after  this  it  would  have 
probably  communicated  with  Longwood  brook  but  for  its  diver- 
sion into  the  Mill-owners'  Compensation  Reservoir,  which  is  in 
fact  the  same  thing. 

There  is  here  also,  we  think,  nothing  found  to  take  the  water 
from  this  well  out  of  the  same  class  as  the  three  former  cases. 
We  must  consider  the  stream  in  its  beginning,  net  after  it  has 
arrived  in  the  natural  valley  communicating  with  the  reservoir. 
If  the  water,  after  having  arrived  there,  had  been  diverted,  the 
case  would  be  different. 
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The  water  falling  from  heaven  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  we  have 
before  said,  may  be  appropriated,  though  not  after  it  has  once 
arrived  at  a  defined  natural  water-course  ;  and  here  the  question 
is  whether  this  water  in  its  first  origin,  and  before  it  has  arrived 
at  any  definite  natural  wiatercourse  conveying  it  onwards  toward 
Longwood  brook,  has  not  been  intercepted  by  the  defendant's 
drain,  and  so  appropriated  by  him ;  and  we  think  it  has.  For 
what  are  the  facts  ? 

The  water  in  dispute  is  only  the  overflow  of  a  well,  and  the 
well  is  now  prevented  from  overflowing. 

But  when  before  it  did  overflow,  it  run  into  a  ditch  (the  lowest 
adjoining  ground)  made  artificially,  and  for  a  different  purpose, 
running  beside  a  hedge.  This  was  no  natural  defined  watercourse. 
After  this  it  squandered  itself  over  a  swamp  made  by  the  feet  of 
cattle  treading  about,  and  it  is  not  till  long  after  this  that  what 
still  remained  of  it  found  its  way  into  what  may  there  perhaps  be 
correctly  called  a  definite  natural  watercourse,  receiving  this  and 
probably  other  water  fr,om  other  sources  also.  This  part  of  the 
case,  we  think,  is  wholly  un distinguishable  from  and  is  governed 
by  the  decision  of  this  court  in  the  late  case  of  Rawston  v.  Tay- 
lor, infra,  §  382. 

This  complaint,  therefore,  fails  also.  The  result  is  (without 
going  into  any  question  as  to  this  being  done  by  the  defendant 
Atkinson  in  the  rightful  exercise  of  his  power  of  draining  his  own 
lands,  which  probably  the  pleadings  do  not  raise)  that  the  plain- 
tiff has  failed  to  establish  any  right  to  the  natural  flow  of  these 
four  streams  of  water,  or  any  of  them,  and  that  on  this  part  of  the 
case  our  judgment  must  be  for  the  defendants. 

Sec.  380.  When,  however,  even  surface  water  having  no  defi- 
nite source,  as  for  instance  being  supplied  from  the  falling  of  rain 
and  the  melting  of  snow  upon  the  mountain  sides,  assumes  a  defi- 
nite channel  and  escapes  through  that  channel  during  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  year,  so  that  it  may  fairly  be  said  to  possess 
the  attributes  of  a  water-course,  the  water  cannot  be  diverted  from 
the  channel  itself,  but  may  be  prevented  from  reaching  the  chan- 
nel by  being  turned  in  any  direction  the  owner  of  the  land  sees 
fit  to  send  it. 
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But  when  it  has  reached  the  definite  channel  it  becomes  a  water- 
course, and  however  small  the  quantity  of  water  escaping  through 
it,  it  cannot  then  be  turned  away  from  it.' 

Sec.  381.  Where  water  lies  upon  the  surface  of  the  ground  in 
wet,  swampy  places,  and  extends  even  over  the  lands  of  several 
proprietors,  but  has  not  taken  to  itself  the  qualities  of  a  stream 
so  as  to  become  a  water-course,  any  owner  of  such  lands  may,  by 
drains  or  other  artificial  means,  exhaust  the  water  and  redeem  his 
.and  from  its  swampy  condition.' 

The  owner  of  land  has  an  unrestricted  right  to  drain  it  for 
agricultural  purposes  when  the  water  which  it  is  sought  to  get 
rid  of  is  mere  surface  water,  and  has  no  definite  source  or  chan- 
nel, and  even  though  a  lower  proprietor  is  thereby  deprived  of 
water  which  had  previously  been  accustomed  to  come  to  him,  he 
has  no  cause  of  action  for  the  diversion.'  Neither  does  the  fact 
that  the  land  drained  is  wet  and  springy,  so  that  in  most  seasons 
the  water  rises  to  the  surface  and  flows  off  upon  the  land  of 
another,  thus  supplying  him  with  water  for  domestic  or  manufac- 
turing purposes,  make  any  change  in  the  right  or  liability  of  the 
owner  of  the  upper  estate,  if  the  water  assumes  no  definite  chan- 
nel, but  spreads  itself  over  the  surface  of  the  soil,  and  squanders 
itself  there.* 

Sec.  382.  In  Rawstrmi  v.  Taylor,  this  question  was  raised,  and 
what  seems  to  be  the  generally  recognized  rule  in  such  cases  was 
announced.  It  appeared  that  the  land  of  the  plaintiff  and  defend- 
ant was  contiguous,  and  on  the  outside  of  the  defendant's  land, 
and  near  to  it,  was  a  wet,  springy  spot,  where,  at  most  seasons  of 
the  year  some  water  rose  to  the  surface,  and  collected  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  flow  down  the  slope  of  the  land.  In  wet  times  a 
great  body  of  water  flowed  down  the  slope,  and  in  dry  times, 

1  Washburn  on  Easements,  p.  464  ;  ^  Waffle  v.  N.  Y.  Central   R.  R.,  58 

Bangor  v.  Lansil,  51  Me.  525  :  Park  v.  Barb.  (N.  T.  S.  C.)  413 ;  Cott  v.  Lewis- 

Newburyport,   10    Gray   (Mass.),    28;  ton,  36  N.  T.  217 ;  Swett  v.  Cutts,  50 

Duddon  v.  Guardians,  1  H.  &]Sr.  627;  N.  H.  439;  Papplewell  «.  Hodgkinson, 

Luther  v.  Winnisimmet,  9  Cush.  (Mass.)  20  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  574  ;  Goodale  «.  Tuttle, 

171 ;  Ennor  v.  Barwell,  2  Giff.  410.  29  N.  Y.  439. 

*  Cyrus  V.   Ayrault,   47   N.   Y.   73;  *  jjawstron  ».  Taylor,  11  Exchq.  367 ; 

Swett  V.  Cutts,  50  N.  H.  439 ;  BuflFum  Swett  v.  Cutts,  ante. 
».  Harris,  5  R.  S.  253. 
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very  little,  and  sometimes  none,  flowed  there.  There  was  no 
regularly  formed  ditch  or  channel  for  the  water,  the  place  where 
it  flowed  being  constantly  trodden  in  by  cattle.  The  water 
which  was  not  absorbed  (and,  except  in  times  of  drought,  all  of 
it  was  not  absorbed),  ran  into  an  old  water-course  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  thence  into  the  plaintiff's  reservoir.  The  water  had  flowed 
in  this  manner  for  more  than  twenty  years.  The  defendant,  for 
the  purpose  of  draining  his  land  for  agricultural  purposes,  and 
also  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  part  of  his  estate  with  water 
for  domestic  purposes,  diverted  the  water  from  the  plaintiff's 
water-course. 

At  another  point  on  the  defendant's  land,  for  a  period  as  long 
as  any  one  could  remember,  the  water  had  risen  to  the  sur- 
face, and  drinking  places  had  been  established  with  stones,  for 
cattle,  and  the  water  went  down  a  ditch  into  the  plaintiffs  water- 
course and  reservoir. 

It  also  appeared  that,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  water  had 
flowed  through  an  old  drain  on  the  defendant's  land,  and  along 
an  ancient  water-course,  and  from  thence  along  other  lands  of 
the  defendant  which,  for  convenience  sake,  we  will  designate  as 
"  B,"  and  so  contributed  to  the  motive  power  for  the  operation 
of  the  plaintiff's  mill.  In  1845  the  defendant  sold  the  land  "  B  " 
to  the  plaintiff,  "  together  with  all  ways,  water-courses,  liberties, 
privileges,  rights,  members  and  a^)purtenances  thereto  appertain- 
ing or  belonging,"  subject,  however,  to  the  proviso  that  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  defendant  to  use,  for  any  manufacturing,  domes- 
tic, or  agricultural  purpose,  any  water  flowing  from  or  through 
the  contiguous  lands  of  the  defendant  unto  or  into  the  close 
^^B,"  returiiing  the  surplus  into  its  usual  channel,  so  that  the 
water  should  not  be  diverted  from  its  then  course,  but  should  be 
allowed  to  run  into  the  close  "B."  The  defendant,  after  the 
execution  of  this  deed,  erected  a  lock-up  tank  upon  his  land,  and 
caused  the  water  which  arose  there,  near  the  close  "  B,"  to  be 
conveyed  from  the  tank  to  the  lower  part  of  his  land  to  be  used 
by  his  tenants  for  domestic  purposes,  so  that  the  surplus  could 
not  be  returned  to  the  close  "  B."  There  were  five  counts  in  the 
plaintiff 's  declaration.  There  was  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  on 
all  the  counts  in  the  declaration,  the  first  and  second  of  which 
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charged  the  diversion  and  interference  with  the  water  first  named, 
and  the  third  of  which  charged  the  diversion  by  means  of  the  tank 
and  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  defendant's  deed.  I  append 
the  opinion  of  Pakke,  B.,  in^full,  as  it  embodies  the  law  con 
trolling  this  class  of  uses  of  water,  in  much  more  appropriate  and 
comprehensive  language  than  it  could  be  stated  by  me.    He  said : 

"  With  respect  to  the  first  question  as  to  the  interference  of  the 
defendant  with  the  water  at  the  swamp,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
defendant  i^  entitled  to  have  the  verdict  entered  for  him.  This 
is  the  case  of  common  surface  water  rising  out  of  spnngy  or 
boggy  ground,  and  flowing  in  no  definite  channel,  although  con- 
tributing to  the  supply  of  the  plaintiflE's  mill. 

"  This  water  having  no  defined  course,  and  its  supply  being 
merely  casual,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  get  rid  of  it  in  any 
way  he  pleases." 

The  same  observations  apply  to  the  water  rising  at  the  point 
K.  This  water  has  no  defined  course,  and  the  supply  is  not  con- 
stant, therefore  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  it.  The  case  of 
Dickinson  v.  Grand  Junction  Oanal  Company  does  not  apply, 
and  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  get  rid  of  this  also  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cultivating  his  land  in  any  way  he  pleases.  With 
respect  to  the  last  and  most  important  point,  which  relates  to  the 
interference  with  the  flow  of  the  water  to  the  Lower  Gin  bank, 
we  must  look  to  the  deed,  for  the  plaintiff 's  rights  to  that  water 
depend  solely  upon  the  deed.  By  that  instrument  the  defendant 
conveys  to  the  plaintiff  the  Gin  bank,  "  together  with  all  ways, 
waters,  water-courses,  liberties,  privileges,  rights,  members  and 
appurtenances  to  the  same  close  and  piece  of  land  belonging  or 
appertaining." 

Now,  this  right  to  this  water  would  not  pass  independently  of 
the  deed,  as  the  plaintiff"  would  have  no  right  to  water  in  alieno 
solo.  Natural  watercourses  are  like  ways  of  necessity.  The  right 
to  have  a  stream  running  in  its  natural  direction  does  not  depend 
on  a  supposed  grant,  but  is  jure  naturcB^  But  if  the  stream  is 
artificial,  no  such  right  exists.     This  is  not  a  natural  watercourse ; 

'  Ennori).  Barwel],2Giff.  410;Tyler  (N.  Y.)  162;    Davis  v.  Fuller,  13   Vt. 

«.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason  (N.   S.)  397;  178;  Corning  «.  Troy,  39  Barb.  (N.  T.) 

Williams  ».  Morland.  3  B.  &  C.  910;  811  ;  Brown  v.  Bowen,  Sa  N.  Y.  538; 

Gardner  v.  Newburgh.  2  Johns.  Ch.  Wadswortli  x-  Tillatson,  15  Conn.  366. 
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but  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  flow  of  this  water,  under  the 
conveyance  which  gives  it  to  him,  by  the  terms  of  the  grant.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  try  whether  this  right  passed  under  the  proviso, 
which  however  throws  light  upon  J,he  grant,  and  shows  that  this 
water  was  intended  to  be  conveyed.  The  proviso  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  defendant,  and  gives  him  the  right  to  apply  any 
water  flowing  through  his  land  for  certain  specified  purposes  ;  but 
when  he  has  taken  such  water,  he  is  bound  to  return  the  surplus 
into  its  usual  channel  in  the  watercourse  at  a  certain  place. 

The  defendant  has  no  right  to  make  any  permanent  diversion 
of  the  water.  He  may  take  away  the  water  in  buckets,  or  by  any 
other  mode"  of  conveyance,  for  domestic,  agricultural  or  manufac- 
turing purposes ;  but  when  he  has  taken  what  he  wants,  he  is 
bound  to  return  the  surplus  into  its  usual  channel  at  the  place 
mentioned  in  the  plan  for  the  use  of  the  plaintiff,  and  he  can- 
not divert  the  water.  It  seems  to  me  clear  on  looking  at  the 
proviso,  what  the  defendant  grants  to  the  plaintiff  by  the  convey- 
ance, and  the  defendant  is  not  entitled  to  more  than  what  is 
reserved  to  him  by  the  proviso.  He  has  permanently  diverted 
the  water  by  placing  it  under  lock  and  key,  and  by  so  doing  has 
deprived  the  plaintiff  of  the  use  of  it. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  verdict  ought  to  be 
entered  for  the  defendant  as  to  the  two  first  causes  of  action ;  and 
as  to  the  third,  the  verdict  entered  for  the  plaintiff  should  stand. 

Sec.  383.  In  Waffle  v.  iV;  Y.  Central  R.  R.  Oo.,  58  Barb.  (N. 
Y.  S.  C.)  421,  the  question  as  to  the  right  of  parties  to  deal  with 
surface  water  arising  upon  their  premises,  when  its  diversion 
affected  the  value  of  mill  property  in  part  dependant  upon  such 
water  for  its  motive  power,  was  very  ably  discussed  and  disposed 
of  by  Johnson,  J. 

In  that  case  the  defendants,  in  the  construction  of  their  rail- 
road, at  a  distance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  plaintiff's  mill, 
for  the  protection  of  their  road-bed,  dug  two  ditches  or  trenches, 
one  on  either  side  of  their  road,  to  protect  the  embankment. 

The  plaintiff  had  a  miU  and  mill-pond  on  a  stream  formed,  in 
the  main,  I  should  judge  from  the  statement  of  the  case  by  the 
court,  from  the  surface  waters  arising  from  the  low  boggy  lands 
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in  the  vicinity.  The  effect  of  the  construction  of  the  defend- 
ant's road,  and  the  ditches  referred  to,  was  to  prevent  the 
water  from  going  to  the  plaintiff's  mill  in  its  usual  volume  in 
dry  seasons,  and  caused  it  to  be  discharged  there  in  such  volumes 
in  times  of  high  water,  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  use  it  for  the 
operation  of  his  mill,  but  was  compelled  to  throw  open  his  flood- 
gates and  allow  it  to  run  to  waste.  The  case  was  ably  argued  for 
the  plaintiff,  and  the  court  say : 

"  There  is  no  dispute  about  the  facts  in  this  case.  The  plain- 
tiff's saw-mill  is  upon  a  small  stream,  nearly  two  miles  below  the 
point  where  the  defendant's  road  crosses  such  stream.  At  that 
point  the  land  is  naturally  low  and  marshy,  and  the  defendants, 
in  constructing  their  road,  raised  the  bed  thereof  above  the 
natural  surface  of  the  land,  by  excavations  on  each  side,  which 
made  ditches,  by  means  of  which  the  surface  water  of  this  low, 
marshy  land  was,  for  a  considerable  distance,  drawn  off  and 
passed  into  this  stream  on  each  side  of  the  road-bed,  where  the 
stream  is  crossed  by  the  road.  These  ditches  are  wholly  upon 
the  defendants'  land,  and  conduct  the  surface  water  into  this 
stream  upon  their  own  land.  The  only  cause  of  action  stated  in 
the  complaint  is,  in  substance,  that,  by  means  of  these  ditches, 
the  water  from  this  low  land  is  drawn  off  and  conveyed  into  this 
stream  more  rapidly  than  it  would  be  otherwise ;  and  in  the  wet 
season,  and  in  times  of  flood  and  high  water,  fllled  the  stream 
and  the  plaintiff's  pond  so  full,  and  increased  the  volume  of 
water  to  such  an  extent,  that  he  could  not  use  the  same,  but  was 
compelled  to  open  his  gates  and  let  the  water  flow  without  using 
the  same  ;  and  that,  as  the  dry  season  came  on,  the  water  was,  by 
the  same  means,  drawn  off  so  rapidly  from  these  low,  wet  grounds, 
that  the  stream  did  not  keep  up  as  it  did  before,  and  the  supply 
which  said  stream  was  accustomed  to  receive  gradually  from 
such  wet  lands  was  earlier  exhausted,  and  the  plaintiff's 
mill  thereby  was  compelled  to  lie  idle  and  unemployed  for 
want  of  water  for  a  much  longer  period  than  formerly,  and  a 
much  longer  period  than  it  would,  had  these  drains  not  been 
made.  The  testimony  tended  to  sustain  these  allegations  in  the 
complaint.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence  that  there  was  no  natu- 
ral outlet  or  water-course  from  this  low  wet  land  into  the  creek, 
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but  a  gentle  and  gradual  inclination  of  the  surface  for  a  long  dis- 
tance toward  the  stream.  The  defendant's  ditches  extended 
through  these  lands  for  a  distance  of  over  two  miles,  and  it 
appears  that  the  owners  of  the  lands  along  this  distance,  adja- 
cent to  the  railway,  have  availed  themselves  of  the  defendant's 
ditches,  and  drained  the  surface  water  from  their  lands,  by 
means  of  ditches  through  the  same,  emptying  into  the  defend 
ant's  ditches. 

By  these  means  the  surface  water  is  discharged  from  these  wet 
lands,  and  the  same  are  rendered  tillable  and  productive,  instead 
of  remaining  waste  lands,  and  serving  as  a  mere  reservoir  to  hold 
water  for  the  use  of  the  plaintiflPs  mill,  for  a  few  more  days  or 
weeks  each  summer. 

It  is  entirely  clear  that  these  facts  constitute  no  cause  of  action. 
Eveiy  person  has  the  unquestionable  right  to  drain  the  surface 
water  from  his  own  land,  to  render  it  more  wholesome,  useful  or 
productive,  or  even  to  gratify  his  taste  or  will,  and  if  another  is 
inconvenienced  or  incidentally  injured  thereby  he  cannot  complain. 
No  one  can  divert  a  natural  water-course  and  stream  through  his 
land  to  the  injury  of  another  with  impunity,  nor  can  he,  by  means 
of  drains  or  ditches,  throw  the  surface  water  from  his  own  laud 
upon  the  land  of  another  to  the  injury  of  such  other.  But  where 
a  person  can  drain  his  own  land  without  turning  the  water  upon 
the  land  of  another,  or  where  it  can  be  done  by  drains  emptying 
into  a  natural  stream  and  water-course,  there  cHjU  be  no  doubt  of 
his  right  thus  to  drain,  even  though  the  effect  may  be  to  increase 
the  volume  of  water  unusually  at  one  season  of  the  year  or  to 
diminish  the  supply  at  another. 

No  one  can  be  required  to  suffer  his  land  to  be  used  as  a  reser- 
voir or  water  table  for  the  convenience  or  advantage  of  others. 
This  principle  is  laid  down  by  all  the  judges  in  Rawstron  v.  Tay- 
lor, 11  Exch,  369.  It  is  also  recognised  as  the  true  rule  by 
Denio,  Ch.  J.,  in  Goodale  v.  Tuttle,  29  N.  Y.  459,  at  page  467, 
where  he  says :  "  In  respect  to  the  running  off  of  surface  water 
caused  by  rain  or  snow,  I  know  of  no  principle  which  will  pre- 
vent the  owner  of  land  from  filling  up  the  wet  and  marshy  places, 
on  his  own  soil,  for  its  amelioration  and  his  own  advantage, 
because  his  neighbor's  land  is  so  situated  as  to  be  incommoded 
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by  it.  Such  a  doctrine  would  militate  against  the  well-settled 
rule  that  the  owner  of  land  has  full  dominion  over  the  whole 
space  above  and  below  the  surface."  In  Miller  v.  Laubach,  47 
Penn.  154,  Thompson,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
says :  "  No  doubt  the  owner  of  land  through  which  a  stream 
flows  may  increase  the  volume  of  water  by  draining  into  it,  with- 
out any  liability  to  damages  by  a  lower  owner.  He  must  abide 
the  contingency  of  increase  or  diminution  of  the  flow  in  the  chan- 
nel of  the  stream,  because  the  upper  owner  has  the  right  to  all 
the  advantages  of  drainage  or  irrigation,  reasonably  used,  which 
the  stream  may  give  him." 

This  rule  commends  itself  to  general  acceptance  by  its  sound 
sense,  and  easy  adaptability  to  the  common  wants,  interests  and 
necessities  of  adjacent  owners  of  lands.  See  also  Kauffman  v. 
G-reisemer^  26  Penn.  407;  Martin  v.  Riddle,  id.  415,  note; 
Williams  v.  Gale,  3  H.  &  J.  231 ;  Angell  on  Water-courses  (6th 
ed.),  §§  108a  to  108s),  where  the  whole  doctrine  of  drainage  is 
examined  and  treated." 

Sec.  384.  A  novel  question  arose  in  the  case  of  Waffie  v. 
PorUr,  61  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C),  130. 

In  that  case  the  question  as  to  the  right  of  the  owner  of  land 
to  improve  a  spring  upon  his  own  premises  for  his  own  use  and 
convenience  arose.  It  seemed  that  the  defendant  was  the  owner 
of  land  adjoining  the  plaintiff's,  and  that  he  dug  out  and  tubed  a 
spring  thereon  for  his  own  use  and  convenience.  The  spring 
overflowed  and  the  water  therefrom  passed  on  to  the  plaintiff's 
premises,  to  recover  the  damages  arising  fi'om  which  this  suit  was 
brought. 

The  plaintiff  was  non-suited  and  the  case  passed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  on  exception.  In  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
Johnson,  J.  said:  "I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  adjudged 
case  like  this  in  its  facts,  or  bearing  any  near  analogy  to  it.  Had 
it  been  the  case  described  in  the  complaint,  of  digging  a  pit,  well 
or  fountain,  by  the  defendant,  and  opening  and  exposing  divers 
springs  by  such  excavation,  which  filled  up  the  pit  or  well,  and 
overflowed  the  same,  and  ran  from  thence  upon  the  plaintiff 's 
premises,  where  the  water  from  such  springs  had  not  been  accus- 
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tomed  to  flow,  and  did  not  naturally  go,  I  should  have  no  doubt 
that  it  -would  give  a  right  of  action  to  the  plaintiff,  should  he  be 
injured  thereby.  The  case  would  fall  within  the  maxim,  '  Sic 
\utere  tuo  ut  aUenum  non  loedas.''  But  no  such  case  is  made  by 
the  evidence  on  either  side. 

"  There  was,  and  had  been,  as  far  back  as  any  one  appears  to 
have  any  knowledge  of  the  premises,  a  living  spring  upon  the 
defendant's  premises  at  the  place  where  he  made  his  excavation, 
surrounded  by  a  wet,  marshy  piece  of  ground,  where  cattle  were 
accustomed  to  be  watered,  and  water  obtained  for  use.  This  was 
immediately  adjacent  to  the  plaintiff's  land,  which  lay  below  the 
defendant's.  The  natural  outlet  and  water-course  for  this  marsh 
and  spring  was  over  the  plaintiff's  land,  and  naturally  could  go 
no  where  else. 

"  This  the  plaintiff  does  not  deny,  but  substantially  admits, 
though  he  does  not  admit  that  it  was  at  all  times  a  flowing  spring. 
The  defendant  in  order  to  make  a  more  convenient  and  suitable 
place  for  watering  his  stock,  dug  out  this  spring  to  a  depth  of  two 
or  three  feet  below  the  surface,  and  placed  therein  a  curb  made 
from  the  trunk  of  a  hollow  tree,  between  two  and  three  feet  in 
diameter,  and  five  or  six  feet  in  length. 

"  The  top  of  the  tube  was  placed  nearly  two  feet  above  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  and  about  four  inches  above  the  surface  a 
hole  was  cut,  an  inch  or  more  in  diameter,  for  the  escape  of  the 
water  from  the  curb. 

"  The  water  never  overflows  the  curb,  nor  rises  above  the  hole, 
but  runs  constantly  from  the  hole  in  larger  or  smaller  volume,  as 
the  season  varies.  There  was  a  conflict  of  evidence  in  regard  to 
the  fact  whether  more  ^^nfer  flowed  from  this  curb,  and  upon  the 
.plaintiff's  land,  now,  than  flowed  formerly  from  the  spring  and 
marshy  place  before  the  excavation  ;  and  had  the  right  of  action 
depended  upon  this  question,  the  case  should  have  been  submitted 
to  the  jury. 

"  But  in  my  opinion  the  right  of  action  does  not  turn  upon 
that  question,  nor  upon  the  question  whether  the  plaintiff's  land 
is  more  or  less  injured  by  the  escape  of  the  water  through  it. 

"  The  natural  outlet  and  water-course  from  thig  spring  having 
been  always  through  the  plaintiff 's  land,  the  defendant  had  an 
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easement  there  for  the  flow  of  that  water.  It  was  his  water- 
course, and  if  by  reason  of  the  improvement  of  this  spring  an 
additional  quantity  of  water  was  made  to  pass  through  it  at  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year  to  the  plaintiflF's  injury,  it  was  damnum 
absque  injuria,  within  the  principle  of  Waffle  v.  N.  Y.  Gent.  R. 
R.  Co.,  58  Barb.  413. 

"  The  case  is  quite  different  in  principle  from  that  of  drainage 
of  falling  or  standing  water,  which  has  no  natural  outlet,  upon 
the  lands  of  another.  But  even  there,  a  party  may  lawfully 
drain  his  lands  into  a  natural  water-course  without  being  liable 
to  an  action  for  the  consequential  injury  to  those  living  upon  the 
banks  of  such  stream.  I  am  prepared  to  hold  that  every  owner  of 
land  has  the  right  to  clean  out  and  tube  or  wall  up  a  natural  spring 
upon  his  own  land,  for  his  own  use  and  convenience,  when  he 
does  not  thereby  change  the  natural  course  of  the  flow  of  the 
water  therefrom,  and  makes  no  change  to  the  injury  of  another, 
except  what  may  result  from  an  increased  flow  of  water  in  the 
natural  channel  and  outlet  of  such  spring.  It  is  not  such  a  wrong- 
ful use  of  the  easement  or  abuse  of  the  right  as  will  give  a  right 
of  action  to  the  owner  of  the  servient  estate.  It  is  a  question 
simply  as  to  whether  an  unlawful  or  improper  use  has  been  made 
of  the  natural  easement  by  the  defendant.  In  the  view  I  have 
taken,  no  unlawtul  use  has  been  made,  and  the  case  was  properly 
decided  at  the  circuit  upon  the  plain  facts.  The  case  might  very 
properly  have  been  submitted  to  the  jury,  and  probably  would 
have  been  had  the  request  been  made  by.  the  plaintiff's  counsel. 

"  But  as  no  such  request  was  made,  and  the  law  was  properly 
applied  to  the  facts  established  by  the  evidence,  the  exception  to 
the  decision  is  not  well  taken.  The  judgment  must  therefore 
be  affirmed." 

Sec.  385.  In  Popjplewell  v.  HodgMnson,  20  Law  Times  (N.  S.) 
578,  the  rights  of  parties  to  drain  their  lands  when  the  effect  of 
such  drainage  would  be  injurious  to  others  was  fully  discussed.  In 
that  case  the  plaintiff  was  the  mortgagee  in  receipt  of  the  rents  of 
the  land,  with  the  houses  and  other  buildings  thereon,  with  scul- 
leries, ash-pits,  privies  and  yard  wall. 

The  defendant  was  a  builder,  and  in  1867  made  the  excavation 
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and  built  the  walls  of  a  church  called  St.  Gabriel's  Church,  on 
land  separated  from  the  plaintiff's  land  by  a  passage  four  feet 
wide. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1835,  Wilbraham  Egerton,  being  seized 
in  fee  of  the  land  on  which  the  plaintiff's  cottages  as  well  as  the 
church  was  afterward  built,  conveyed  the  land  for  building  pur- 
poses, subject  to  a  chief  rent,  to  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Harding.  On 
the  11th  of  April,  1864,  Harding  conveyed  to  Coleman  for  build 
ing  purposes,  a  portion  of  the  said  land,  on  which  the  plaintiff's 
cottages  were  afterward  built.  On  the  15th  April,  1864,  Coleman 
mortgaged  the  same  to  plaintiff.  On  24th  April,  1864,  Harding 
conveyed  to  Coleman  the  remaining  part  of  the  land  on  which 
plaintiff's  cottages  were  afterward  built.  On  30th  April,  1864, 
Coleman  mortgaged  the  same  to  plaintiff. 

On  3d  June,  1864,  Harding  conveyed  to  one  Esdaile  the 
adjoining  land,  on  which  said  excavation  was  made  and  the 
church  built,  and  by  successive  conveyances  the  same  became 
absolutely  vested  in  certain  persons  as  church  trustees,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  church  thereon.  The  church  trustees  entered 
into  a  contract  with  the  defendant  for  making,  and  the  defendant 
made,  the  excavations,  and  erected  the  walls  of  said  church  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  architect  of  the  trustees,  and  with 
their  authority.  The  land  on  which  the  plaintiff's  cottages  were 
erected,  also  the  land  on  which  the  excavations  were  made  and 
the  said  church  walls  erected,  were  considerably  lower  than  the 
adjoining  land,  and  were  uneven  and  on  a  slope,  at  the  bottom 
of  which  there  had  been  pits  of  water ;  and  said  lands  had  been 
used  for  the  purpose  of  shooting  thereon  rubbish  and  wet  sweep- 
ings, slops,  and  other  refuse  from  the  streets,  and  were  spongy 
and  charged  with  moisture.  Coleman,  in  building  the  plaintilfs 
cottages,  levelled  the  surface  of  the  land  and  did  not  drain  the 
same  and  dig  the  foundations  to  equal  depth,  so  that  some  parts 
penetrated  into  the  natural  soil,  and  other  parts  rested  on  the 
rubbage  and  refuse,  without  previously  draining  the  same. 
The  cottages  so  built  were  termed  jury-built  cottages,  and  were 
continually  undergoing  repairs  down  to  the  time  of  the  exca- 
vations made  by  defendant.  In  making  excavations  for  the 
walls  of  the  church  it  was  necessary  for  the  defendant  to  exca- 
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vate  down  to  the  natural  soil,  and  until  he  got  a  good 
foundation  therein  in  some  places  to  the  depth  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  feet  below  the  level  of  Ely  street.  In  the  operation  of 
making  the  excavation,  and  in  consequence  of  the  depth  to  which 
it  was  necessary  for  the  defendant  to  go,  the  wet,  spongy  land  on 
which  the  plaintiff' 's  cottages  were  erected  became  drained  and 
the  water  drawn  from  under  the  surface  thereof.  In- consequence 
of  such  draining  of  the  water,  the  land  under  the  plaintiff''8  cot- 
tages subsided,  and  thereby  caused  the  walls  and  structure  of  the 
sculleries,  ash-pits  and  privies  to  subside  and  crack  to  a  greater 
extent  than  before  the  excavations.  The  excavations,  and  also 
the  erection  of  the  church  walls  and  filling  in  of  excavations, 
were  all  done  with  proper  care,  and  the  subsidence  was  attrib- 
utable, not  to  the  falling  in  of  the  plaintiff's  land,  but  to  the  sub- 
sidence of  such  land  caused  by  the  drawing  off  the  underground 
water  from  the  wet  and  moist  land  by  the  excavation  being  made 
by  the  defendant  in  the  adjoining  land  at  the  lower  levels  above 
mentioned.  The  plaintiff's  land  would  have  subsided  by  reason 
of  the  excavations,  even  if  the  buildings  had  not  been  erected 
thereon,  but  the  land  would  have  sustained  no  appreciable  dam- 
age. The  defendant  was  not  guilty  of  negligence  and  unskill- 
fulness.  The  question  for  the  court  was  whether,  under  the 
circumstances,  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  for  the  damages 
caused  by  the  tapping  and  drawing  off"  water  from  plaintiff's 
land.  The  conveyance  from  Harding  to  Coleman  was  a  convey- 
ance in  fee,  in  consideration  of  rent  charge  reserved  out  of  the 
land,  and  contained  covenant  by  Coleman  that  he,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  would  pay  the  said  rent 
charge,  and  also,  within  the  space  of  six  months,  erect,  build  and 
finish  upon  the  land  conveyed,  ten  dwelling-houses,  sufficient  to 
cover  said  rent,  and  would  keep  them  in  sufficient  repair. 
CocKBURN,  C.  J.,  said  :  "  There  is  no  general  rule  of  law  by 
which  the  owner  of  land  can  be  prevented,  under  such  circum- 
stances as  these,  from  draining  off"  the  water  for  the  improvement 
of  his  land.  It  is  well  settled  that  an  owner  cannot  withdraw 
his  soil  so  as  to  deprive  the  adjacent  owner's  land  of  its  natural 
support ;  it  is  also  well  settled  that  where  houses  have,  by  length 
of  time,  acquired  a  right  of  support,  the  owner  of  adjacent  land 
51 
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cannot  withdraw  his  soil  so  as  to  deprive  them  of  that  sup- 
port. It  is  no  removal  of  adjacent  soil  which  does  the  mis- 
chief here,  but  simply  the  effect  caused  by  the  removal 
of  the  water  through  drainage.  It  may  be  that  when  there 
is  a  grant  for  a  specific  purpose,  on  the  principle  that  no 
man  can  derogate  from  his  own  grant,  a  grantor  may  be  pre- 
vented from  doing  any  thing  which  would  injure  the  grantee's 
land  in  reference  to  that  specific  purpose  for  which  it  was  granted. 
It  may  be,  in  the  case  put  by  Mr.  Holker  by  way  of  example,  his 
contention  would  be  well  founded.  If  the  persons  who  conveyed 
a  part  of  Chat  Moss  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  a  railway 
upon  it,  were  to  drain  some  part  of  the  Moss  so  near  to  the  rail- 
way as  thereby  to  draw  off  the  water  and  loosen  the  foundation, 
there  might  perhaps  be  a  right  of  action,  on  the  principle  that 
none  can  be  allowed  to  derogate  from  his  own  grant ;  but  however 
that  might  be,  that  principle  does  not  apply  here  for  this  reason : 
The  lands  of  both  parties  are  derived  from  a  common  grantor. 
And  it  must  be  taken  as  to  the  conveyance  of  the  lands  of  the 
plaintiff  that  they  were  conveyed  for  building  purposes  to  this 
extent,  viz.:  that  there  was  a  stipulation  that  the  grantee  should 
build  a  sufficient  number  of  houses  to  secure  the  rent,  but  really 
I  can  see  nothing  which  would  at  all  warrant  the  implication  of 
a  condition  that  the  grantor  would  not  do  with  the  adjoining  land 
that  which  is  incident  to  the  ordinary  purposes  for  which  land  is 
used,  and  especially  to  the  purposes  to  which  the  grantee  might 
anticipate  it  would  be  applied.  In  this  case  the  land  was  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  populous  town,  and  both  the  land  conveyed  and 
the  land  retained  would  obviously  be  applied  to  building  pur- 
poses. Would  it  be  under  such  circumstances  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  none  of  the  adjoining  land  would  be  applied  to  build- 
ing purposes,  and  if  so  applied,  it  would  not  be  convenient  to 
deal  with  it  as  has  been  done  here  ?  The  buildings  might  be 
larger  or  smaller,  and  it  might  therefore  become  necessary  to 
excavate  and  drain  to  a  greater  or  less  depth.  It  so  happens  that 
here  a  church  was  built,  and  to  make  the  foundations  secure,  it 
became  necessary  to  drain  somewhat  deeper  than  if  a  lighter 
building  were  erected.  The  argumert  is  that  the  plaintiff's  land 
was  conveyed  for  building  purposes,  tut  there  was  nothing  in  that 
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to  warrant  the  grantee  in  supposing  that  the  adjoining  land  being 
also  applicable  to  building  purposes,  would  be  wanted  only  for 
buildings  of  the  same  description  as  those  on  his  own  land.  We  can- 
not understand  these  circumstances  imply  a  (jovenant  not  to  apply 
such  adjoining  laud  to  those  purposes,  and  to  drain  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  a  solid  foundation,  and  for  the  convenience  and  advan- 
tage of  the  occupiers  of  the  buildings  which  might  be  put  there. 
There  is  no  general  obligation  at  law  not  to  drain,  and  the  obli- 
gation can  only  arise  from  the  application  of  the  principle  that  no 
one  can  be  permitted  to  derogate  from  his  own  grant.  IS^ow  the 
grant  here  for  building  purposes  could  give  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  grantor  meant  to  withdraw  the  adjacent  land  from  the 
most  useful  and  natural  purposes  to  which  it  might  be  put,  or  to 
prevent  himself  from  doing  with  it  what  is  naturally  incident  to 
such  purposes.  I  think,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  reason  for 
implying  any  such  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  grantor  as  is  here 
suggested,  and  that  our  judgment  must  be  for  the  defendant." 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  a  person  may  drain  his  land  and  relieve 
it  of  the  water  lying  inert  upon  the  surface,  or  that  is  under  the 
surface  mingled  with  the  soil  itself,  and  that  if  his  neighbor  is 
damaged  thereby  it  is  "  damnum  absque  injut'ia." 

Sec.  386.  By  the  civil  law  the  owner  of  higher  ground  has  a 
servitude  upon  the  lower  estates,  to  the  extent  of  the  discharge 
of  all  the  surface  water  from  the  higher  estate,  and  the  owner 
of  the  lower  estate  cannot  prevent  the  water  from  passing  over 
his  land. 

Indeed  these  natural  servitudes  may  be  said  to  be  cotemporane- 
ous  with  the  right  of  property  itself.'  Every  laud-owner,  jure 
natures,  has  a  right  to  the  continual,  natural  flow  of  running 
streams  through  his  land,  and  no  owner  above  or  below  him  on 
the  stream  has  a  right  to  interfere  with  this  right  to  his  prejudice. 
A  servitude  is  imposed  upon  his  estate,  and  every  estate  through 
which  the  stream  flows,  to  receive  and  transmit  it,  without  let  or 
hindrauce.  This  is  a  natural  servitude,  reciprocal  in  its  nature, 
and  binding  upon  each  estate  through  which  the  stream  flows. 
Neither  estate  can  rid  itself  of  it,  and  neither  estate  can  unreason- 

'  Pardessus,  Tr.,  des  Serv.  Introduction  I. 
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ably  violate  the  obligations  that  it  imposes  without  becoming  liable 
for  all  the  damage  resulting  therefrom. 

It  is  upon  the  same  principle  that  the  servitude  of  receiving 
and  discharging  the  surface  water,  arising  from  purely  natural 
causes,  is  imposed  upon  a  lower,  in  favor  of  a  higher  estate.* 
Although,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  this  is  not  a  reciprocal  servi- 
tude, as  the  owner  of  the  higher  estate  may,  if  he  elects  to  do  so, 
entirely  divert  the  water  from  the  lower  estate,  or  deal  with  it  as 
he  pleases,  so  that  he  does  not  thereby  injure  others  in  its  dis- 
charge." But  this  servitude  only  exists  in  favor  of  the  dominant 
estate  to  the  extent  of  receiving  and  discharging  water  therefrom 
that  arises  from  purely  natural  causes.'  The  owner  of  the  domi- 
nant estate  cannot  lawfully,  by  artificial  means,  change  either  its 
course  or  volume,*  and  if  he  does,  he  thereby  creates  a  nuisance 
which  the  owner  of  the  servient  estate  may  abate,  or  for  which 
he  may  maintain  an  action.' 

There  are,  however,  exceptions  made  in  favor  of  the  dominant 
estate,  to  the  extent  that  he  may  make  any  reasonable  use  of  his 
premises  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  if,  from  such  reasonable  use, 
the  course  of  the  surface  water  is  changed,  no  action  lies  therefor.* 

Judge  Redfield,  in  a  note  to  the  case  o±  Swett  v.  Outts,  50 
N.  H.  439,  in  the  Am.  Law  Register,  vol.  20,  pp.  19-24,  says : 
"  The  right  of  land-owners  to  deal  with  surface  water  and  all 
water  mixed  with  the  soil,  or  coming  from  underground  springs, 
in  any  manner  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  improvement  or 
better  enjoyment  of  their  land,  is  most  unquestionable ;  and  if, 
by  so  doing,  in  good  faith,  and  with  no  purpose  of  abridging  or 
interfering  with  any  of  their  neighbor's  rights,  they  necessarily 
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do  damage  to  their  neighbor's  land,  it  must  be  regarded  as  no 
infringement  of  the  maxim  "  sic  utere,  etc,''''  but  must  be  held 
damnum  absque  injuria^  ' 

Mr.  Washburn,  in  his  excellent  work  on  Easements,  p.  455,  in 
referring  to  this  note,  puts  this  pertinent  query,  "  How  far  is  the 
lawf Illness  of  the  act  aifected  by  the  motwe  in  doing  it?"  I 
apprehend  that  Mr,  Redfield  does  not  intend  to  convey  the  idea 
in  the  note  referred  to,  that  the  motive  with  which  a  lawful  act 
is  done,  has  any  effect  upon  the  question  of  liability,  but  that 
this  is  one  of  that  class  of  acts  where  the  presence  or  absence  of 
proper  motives  determines  the  question  of  the  lawfulness  of  the 
act  itself.  According  to  his  statement  of  the  law,  the  question 
of  motive  must  be  coupled  with  a  fair  exercise  of  the  judgment  of 
the  owner  of  the  estate,  as  to  what  is  necessary  for  its  improve- 
ment, and  when  the  two  concur  that  his  acts  are  lawful,  even 
though  damage  results  to  others  therefrom.  There  can  be  no 
question  that  this  doctrine  is  founded  upon  sound  policy,  and  is 
essential  to  the  proper  development  and  use  of  land,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that,  surrounded  by  the  safeguards  suggested  in  the  note 
referred  to,  it  will  never  be  found  to  operate  harshly.  If  the 
owners  of  land  were  to  be  prevented  from  making  necessary 
improvements  thereon,  because  in  so  doing  they  would  cut  off  a 
supply  of  surface  or  underground  water  from  another  estate,  or 
because  they  would  send  on  to  the  estate  of  another  a  tithe  more 
or  less  of  it,  or  in  a  different  way  or  at  a  different  point,  or 
because  their  estate  had  ceased  to  be  so  valuable  an  escape  valve 
as  formerly  for  the  water  coming  from  a  higher  estate,  it  certainly 
would  tend  essentially  to  retard  the  growth  of  cities  and  towns, 
and  that  healthy  progress  in  agricultural  improvement  that  is 
essential  to  the  full  development  of  the  resources  of  the  country. 
By  necessary  mx^rovQva&nXQ  upon  one's  estate  is  not  meant  such 
changes  in  its  condition  as  may  be  suggested  by  taste  or  fancy,  or 
even  the  interests  of  the  owner,  but  such  improvements  as  are 
essential  to  the  beneficial  enjoyment  of  the  property  for  such  pur- 
poses as  such  property  are  usually  devoted  to. 

'  The  principle   announced    by  Mr.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  413  ;  Bentz 

Redfield  in  tbe  note  swpra  is  sustained  v.  Armstrong,  8  W.  &  S.  (Penn.)  40; 

by  Bowlesby  v.  Speer,  31  N.  J    351 ;  Pixley  v.  Clark,  35  N.  Y.  532;  Frazier 

Livingston  v.  McDonald,  31  Iowa,  160  ;  v.  Brown,  12  Ohio  St.  300. 
Goodale  v.  Tuttle,24  N.  Y.  467 ;  Waffle, 
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To  that  extent  any  land-owner  may  go,  and  if  injury  results  to 
others  it  must  be  borne  as  among  the  incidents  fairly  and  legiti- 
mately imposed  upon  their  estate.  A  farmer  cannot  be  prevented 
from  ploughing  his  land  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation,  even 
though  by  so  doing  he  turns  back  the  surface  water  upon  his 
neighbor's  land  that  would  otherwise  escape  over  his  ;  but  if,  for 
his  own  interest,  and  without  any  other  purpose  than  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  surface  water  over  his  land  from  his  neighbor's 
estate,  he  should  plough  a  furrow  on  the  dividing  line,  he  would 
be  liable  for  all  the  damage  resulting  from  his  act.' 

If,  by  the  construction  of  a  house  or  other  building,  the  course 
of  surface  water  is  changed  and  thereby  made  to  flow  upon  the 
premises  of  another,  no  liability  attaches  for  the  consequences ; ' 
but  if  this  result  is  produced  by  the  grading  of  the  lot,  and 
changing  the  level  and  character  of  its  surface,  liability  does 
attach,  and  the  person  thus  making  the  change  is  responsible 
for  all  the  damages  that  ensue."  But  in  Maine  it  is  held  that  a 
person  may  make  any  change  in  the  surface  of  his  soil  that  his 
taste  or  interest  dictates,  and  that  the  change  in  the  flow  of  sur- 
face water  thereby  produced  is  not  actionable,  even  though  the 
land  filled  up  is  swail,  if  thereby  no  natural  water-course  is 
obstructed.* 

Every  person  may  drain  his  land  in  a  proper  manner,  but  he, 
in  doing  so,  must  exercise  care  that  no  injury  results  to  others ; 
and  if  the  drainage  is  efi'ected  by  connecting  his  drain  with  a  pub- 
lic sewer,  he  will  be  liable  for  all  the  damages  that  result  to  oth- 
ers, for  any  neglect  in  preventing  the  escape  of  water  therefrom 
in  consequence  of  his  interference  with  the  sewer." 

Ko  one  has  the  right  to  increase  the  flow  of  surface  water  by 
adding  thereto  water  which  does  not  originate  from  natural 
causes,  and  if  a  person  does,  by  artificial  means' or  otherwise,  add 
to  the  natural  flow  of  water  passing  over  the  surface  of  his  land, 
whether  by  throwing  filthy  water  there,  or  by  turning  the  course 
of  the  water  of  a  spring,  or  making  changes  in  the  surface  that 

1  Tootle  V.  Clifton,  23  Ohio  St.  493  ;  Goodale  v.  Tuttle,  39  N.  Y.  467  ;  Bentz 
Livingston  v.  McDonald,  21  Iowa,  160 ;  v.  Armstrong,  8  W.  S.  (Penn.)  40. 
Laney  v.  Jasper,  39  111.  54 ;  Adams  v.  ^  Adams  v.  Walker,  34  Conn.  466. 
Walker,  34  Conn.  466.  *  Bangor  «.  Lansil,  51  Me.  521. 

2  BowlesbytJ.  Speer,3Vroom.  (N.  J.)  ^  jjawkesworth  v.  Thompson,  98 
351 ;  Frazier  v.  Brown,  12  Ohio  St.  300 ;  Mass.  77. 
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changes  the  course  of  the  water,  he  is  liable,  even   though  no 
actual  damage  ensues/ 

But  in  Louisiana  it  is  held  that  when,  for  the  purposes  of  agri- 
culture, a  ditch  or  channel  is  dug,  leading  only  such  water  into  it 
as,  in  a  state  of  nature,  would  find  its  way  over  the  lower  estate 
by  slower  process,  this  is  not  such  an  aggravation  as  renders  the 
owner  of  the  upper  estate  liable,  where  it  does  not  tend  to  redeem 
swamp  land,  or  to  turn  the  natural  course  of  the  water  in  another 
direction,*  but  that  a  person  has  no  right  to  change  the  natural 
course  of  the  water,  even  though  the  change  is  in  fact  beneficial 
to  the  lower  estate,  as  the  owner  of  the  servient  estate  has  a  right 
to  elect  to  have  the  servitude  exercised  naturally,  whether  injuri- 
ous to  him  or  not/ 

A  person  having  on  his  premises  a  marshy  basin  of  water  hav- 
ing no  natural  outlet,  cannot  dig  drains  and  discharge  this  water 
upon  the  estate  of  another ;  *  neither  can  he  in  any  manner  arti- 
ficially increase  the  flow  of  water  over  the  lower  land,  or  throw 
it  upon  the  servient  estate  in  a  manner  other  or  different  from 
what  it  naturally  goes  there/  The  owner  of  the  inferior  estate 
is  bound  to  receive  the  water  from  the  dominant  estate,  and  if 
b}-  building  or  making  other  erections  upon  his  premises,  he  dams 
up  the  water  and  sustains  serious  damage  from  its  discharge  upon 
his  premises,  he  has  no  legal  cause  of  complaint,  but  must  bear 
the  loss  as  incident  to  his  estate.  He  cannot  change  the  character 
of  the  servitude  by  any  act  of  his,  and,  however  valuable  his 
improvements,  or  however  great  the  loss  to  him  from  being  com- 
pelled to  receive  the  water,  he  must  receive  it,  and  the  misfortune 
is  his  own,  if  there  is  no  method  by  which  its  injurious  results 
may  be  avoided." 

Sec.  387.  As  has  previously  been  stated  the  servitude  imposed 
upon  an  estate  for  the  discharge  of  surface  water  over  it  only 
extends  to  such  surface  water  as  arises  from  purely  natural  causes 
and  goes  there  in  a  natural  course.     The  owner  of  an  estate  can- 

1  Beard  v.  Murphy,  37  Vt.  475  ;  Cur-  *  Butler  «.  Peck,  16  Ohio  St.  334. 

tis  t)  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Mass.  428 ;  Butler  v.  *  Livingston  v.  McDonald,  31   Iowa, 

Peck.  16  Ohio  St.  334.  160. 

•■'  Sawen  v.  ShiflF,   15   La.    An.   300 ;  *  Laumlier   v.     Francis,    23     Miss. 

Harper  v.  Wilkinson,  15  id.  497.  (Jones)  181. 

^  Barrow  v.  Landy,  15  La.  An.  681. 


408  SURFACE   WATER. 

not  gather  the  water  into  one  volume  by  means  of  a  ditch,  and 
discharge  the  water  thus  which  would  otherwise  spread  over  a 
wide  surface,  or  go  there  in  a  different  manner,  and,  it  such  a 
course  is  taken,  or  even  if  a  ditch  is  dug  by  strangers  that  sends 
the  water  over  the  lower  estate  in  an  unnatural  volume,  or  in  an 
unusual  way,  the  owner  of  the  lower  estate  may  legally  obstruct 
its  flow,  and  if  damage  thereby  results  to  the  dominant  estate,  no 
action  lies  therefor,  and  if  the  ditch  exists  upon  the  estate  of 
another,  or  if  it  exists  upon  a  highway,  and  thus  receives  the 
water  from  one  estate  and  discharges  it  over  another,  the  person 
whose  estate  is  thus  drained  by  the  ditch  acquires  no  rights,  even 
by  long  and  immemorial  user,  to  have  the  waters  thus  discharged.* 
This  question  was  considered  in  a  recent  case  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. Sweet  V.  OiUts,  50  JS".  H.  439 ;  9  Am.  Rep.  276.  In  that 
case  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  were  the  owners  of  adjoining 
lands  along  which  a  highway  was  located.  There  was  and  had 
been  for  many  years  a  ditch  running  along  the  westerly  side  of 
the  highway,  in  which  the  waters  accumulating  from  the  falling 
of  rains  and  the  melting  of  snows  had  been  accustomed  to  flow, 
and  owing  to  a  depression  in  the  defendant's  land  had  always 
escaped  there,  until  he  built  a  high  embankment  across  this 
depression  so  that  the  water  was  prevented  from  passing  there, 
but  was  thrown  back  and  escaped  over  the  plaintiff's  land,  where 
it  would  not  naturally  have  gone,  and  doing  considerable  damage. 
On  the  trial  in  the  lower  court  the  defendant  requested  the  court 
to  instruct  the  jury  "  that  the  owner  of  adjoining  land  has  a 
right  to  fill  it  up,  though  by  so  doing  he  interrupts  the  flow  of 
surface  water  from  the  highway.  That  the  owner  of  land  may 
lawfully  occupy  and  improve  it  in  such  manner  as  either  to  pre- 
vent surface  water  which  accumulates  elsewhere  from  coming 
upon  it,  or  altering  the  course  of  surface  water  which  has  accu- 
mulated thereon,  or  come  upon  it  from  elsewhere,  although  the 
water  is  thereby  made  to  flow  upon  adjoining  land,  to  another's 
loss."  The  court  refused  to  instruct  the  jury  as  requested,  but 
instructed  them  that,  "  if  so  long  as  memory  goes  back  there 
has  been  a  ditch  on  the  lower  side  of  the  road,  and  the  water 

'  Hayes  v.  Hinkleman,  68  Pean.   St.     324 ;  Martiu  v-  Riddle,  26  Id.  415  ;  Mil- 
ler».  Laubach,  47  Id.  155. 
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during  that  time  had  been  accustomed  to  accumulate  there  from 
rains  and  melting  snows,  and  there  was  a  depression  in  the 
defendant's  land,  by,  through,  or  over  which  part  of  the  water 
in  the  ditch  has  been  wont  to  flow  oif  over  the  defendant's 
land,  then  if  the  defendant  built  the  embankment,  and  thereby 
caused  some  appreciable  portion  of  the  water  from  the  ditch 
to  pass  off,  over  the  plaintiff's  land,  which  would  not  other- 
wise have  done  so,  then  the  defendant  was  liable  therefor," 
Judgment  having;  been  given  for  the  plaintiff",  the  question  came 
up  for  final  decision  in  the  supreme  court,  where  the  judgment 
was  reversed,  and.  the  ruling  of  the  court  below  repudiated. 
Bellows,  J.,  said:  "In  respect  to  water  not  gathered  into  a 
stream,  but  circulating  through  the  pores  of  the  earth  beneath 
its  surface,  it  is  now  settled,  that  a  land  owner,  who,  in  the  reason- 
able use  of  his  own  land,  obstructs,  or  diverts  the  flow  of  such 
water,  even  to  the  injury  of  his  neighbor's  land,  is  not  liable  to 
respond  in  damages. 

"  This  is  not  upon  the  principle  that  it  has  been  in  some  cases 
adopted,  that  the  land,  owner  has  the  absolute  and  unqualified 
property  in  all  such  water  as  may  be  found  in  his  soil,  and  may 
therefore  do  what  he  pleases  with  it,  as  with  the  sand  and  rock 
that  forms  part  of  the  soil,  but  upon  the  same  general  principle 
that  governs  the  use  of  water  flowing  on  the  surface  in  well- 
defined  streams  or  channels  ;  that  is,  to  make  a  reasonable  use  of 
it  for  domestic,  agricultural  and  manufacturing  purposes  —  not 
trenching,  however,  upon  the  similar  rights  of  others. 

"  So  in  respect  to  water  percolating  through  the  soil,  the  land 
owner  may  ordinarily  drain  his  land,  may  obstruct  the  usual 
course  of  the  flow  of  such  water  by  walls  for  cellars  and  other 
purposes,  and  may  dig  wells  and  use  the  water  for  domestic  and 
agricultural  purposes.  The  test  is  the  reasonableness  of  the  use 
or  disposition  of  such  water  ;  and  ordinarily  that  is  a  question  of 
fact  for  the  jury  under  the  instructions  of  the  court. 

"  In  favor  of  the  unqualified  and  absolute  right  of  the  land 
owner  to  dispose  of  all  such  water  as  he  finds  in  his  soil,  or  that 
he  may  draw  there  by  wells  dug  in  his  own  land,  it  is  urged, 
that  he  can  not  know  the  condition  of  water  beneath  the  surface, 
the  changes  that  take  place,  or  the  sources  of  supply  of  the 
52 
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springs  and  wells  in  the  adjoining  lands,  or  what  portion  is  drawn 
from  his  own  soil,  and  what  was  originally  found  in  his  neigh- 
bor's, and  therefore  that  there  is  no  ground  for  presuming  a 
mutual  agreement  between  the  land  owners  in  ages  past  in  respect 
to  such  underground  water,  or  for  holding  a  right  to  have  been 
acquired  by  use  or  acquiescence.  So  in  the  leading  case  of  Acton 
V.  Blundell,  12  Mees.  &  Wels.  336. 

"  In  the  first  place,  we  do  not  understand  that  the  right  of  the 
riparian  owner  to  the  use  of  streams  of  water  running  upon  the 
surface  is  to  be  deduced  from  the  presumed  mutual  agreement, 
or  acquiescence  of  land  owners,  but  rather  as  a  natural  right, 
incident  to  the  land,  to  partake  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  common 
bounty  of  Providence,  as  in  the  cases  of  light  and  air. ' 

"  And  in  the  second  place,  although  it  may  be  true  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases  the  condition  of  the  water-flow  beneath  the 
surface  is  not  accurately  known,  yet  in  a  great  many  instances  its 
general  course,  from  the  slope  of  the  surface,  the  appearance  of 
springs  and  other  indications  of  water,  is  quite  obvious. 

"  Indeed  this  doctrine  appears  to  embrace  that  large  class  of 
cases  where  the  water  flows  in  sight  upon  the  surface  in  wet 
seasons  of  the  year,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  a  regu- 
lar channel  with  banks  and  sides,  and  also  where  the  water  moves 
slowly,  but  obviously,  through  boggy  and  swampy  lands  consti- 
tuting the  sources  of  streams  and  rivers. 

"  The  doctrine,  in  fact,  would  justify  a  land  owner  in  inter- 
cepting and  diverting  the  water,  so  working  its  way  through 
spongy  and  swampy  land,  at  any  point  before  it  was  gathered 
into  a  regular  channel,  although  it  might  be  obvious  that  such 
water  was  the  source  of  a  stream  which  furnished  valuable  mill 
sites,  even  although  such  diversion  was  in  no  way  necessary  to 
the  enjoyment  of  his  land. 

"  The  contrary  doctrine  in  respect  to  water  percolating  beneath 
the  surface  is  established  in  this  State  in  the  well-considered  case 
of  Bassett  v.  Salisbury  Manufacturing  Company^  43  N.  II. 
560  ;  and  the  question  is,  whether  the  doctrine  of  that  case  applies 
tc  water  which  appears  on  the  surface  in  the  season  of  melting 

•  Dickinson  ».  Canal  Co..  7  Exchq.     Cliasemore  v.  Richards,  2  H.  &  N.  168 
399  ;    Shury   «.    Pigot,  3   Bulst.   339  ;     Tyler  «.  Wilkinson.  4  Mas.  (U.  S. )  397. 
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snow  and  heavy  rains,  but  is  not  gathered  into  any  regular  chan- 
nel or  water-course,  or  whether  such  water  stands  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  permanent  streams  running  upon  the  surface  in  regular 
channels.  If  upon  the  latter  footing,  then  the  instructions  were 
sufficiently  favorable  to  the  defendant. 

"  Upon  the  examination  of  the  cases  which  maintain  the  doc- 
trine that  the  land  owner  may  dispose  of  the  water  percolating 
beneath  his  soil  as  he  pleases,  they  will  be  found  to  include  the 
case  of  mere  surface  water  not  gathered  into  streams. 

In  Rawstron  v.  Taylor,  11  Excq.  380,  it  is  laid  down  by 
Parke,  Baron,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  in  the  case  of 
common  surface  water  rising  out  of  springy  or  boggy  ground, 
and  flowing  in  no  definite  channel,  although  contributing  to  the 
supply  of  plaintiff's  mill,  the  supply  being  merely  casual  and  the 
water  having  no  defined  course,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  get 
rid  of  it  as  he  pleases. 

"The  same  doctrine  is  announced  in  Broadhent  v.  Ratns- 
hotham,  11  Exchq.  602,  which  was  an  action  for  diverting  water 
on  defendant's  laud,  which  naturally  flowed  over  the  surface  of  a 
hill  into  a  brook  which  supplied  plaintiff's  mill.  The  court,  per 
Alderson,  Baron,  says  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  cannot  extend 
further  than  the  right  of  the  flow  in  the  brook  itself,  and  to  the 
water  flowing  in  some  defined  natural  channel,  either  subter- 
ranean, or  on  the  surface,  communicating  with  the  brook  itself. 
'No  doubt,'  he  says,  '  all  the  water  falling  from  heaven  and  shed 
upon  the  surface  of  the  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  a  brook  runs, 
must,  by  the  natural  force  of  gravity,  find  its  way  to  the  bottom 
and  so  into  the  brook  ;  but  this  does  not  prevent  the  owner  of 
the  land  on  which  this  water  falls  from  dealing  with  it  as  he  may 
please,  and  appropriating  it.  He  can  not,  it  is  true,  do  so  if  the 
water  has  arrived  at,  and  is  flowing  in  some  natural  channel 
already  formed.  But  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  appropriate  it 
before  it  arrives  at  such  a  channel.' 

"  It  is  quite  clear  that  such  surface  water  is  put  upon  the  same 
footing  as  water  percolating  beneath  the  surface ;  and  the  cases 
are  quite  numerous  that  show  it,  and  we  think  it  should  be  so 
upon  principle. 

"  The  great  objection  to  applying  the  doctrine,  which  forbids 
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the  diversion  of  running  streams,  to  water  circulating  in  the 
pores  of  the  earth,  is,  that  if  applied  without  qualification,  it 
would  to  a  great  extent,  prevent  the  beneficial  emjojment  and 
improvement  of  one's  own  land.  A  similar  efiect,  though  less 
extensive,  would  be  produced  by  applying  that  doctrine  to  mere 
surface  water  not  gathered  into  any  regular  and  defined  channel. 
In  many  cases  of.  springy  and  swampy  lands  the  water  moves 
from  a  higher  to  a  lower  level  ov^er  a  wide  space,  which, 
under  such  a  doctrine,  could  not  be  drained,  or  reclaimed.  So 
in  case  of  rain  falling  upon  the  side  of  a  hill,  and  which 
would  naturally  find  its  way  upon  the  surface  into  a  brook  at  the 
bottom,  such  a  doctrine  might  effectually  prevent  the  improve- 
ment of  very  extensive  tracts  of  land. 

"  Again,  the  boundary  line  between  what  shall  be  deemed 
underground  percolation,  and  mere  surface-water,  would  often  be 
extremely  difficult  to  define,  and  from  that  source  serious  embar- 
rassments might  arise. 

•'  From  the  nature  of  the  case,  then,  we  think  that  the  line  is 
properly  drawn  between  water  running  in  natural  streams  with 
well-defined  channels,  and  that  which  is  merely  spread  over  the 
surface  and  flows  without  any  regular  course  or  channel,  or  cir- 
culates under  the  surface  through  the  pores  of  the  earth. 

"  The  authorities  are  numerous  to  this  point,  beside  those 
already  cited.^ 

"  These  authorities,  to  be  sure,  hold  generally  that,  in  respect 
to  mere  surface  and  underground  water,  not  gathered  into  streams, 
the  land-owner  where  it  is  found  has  the  unqualified  right  to  dis- 
pose of  it  as  he  pleases,  although  in  some  cases  the  right  appears 
to  be  limited  to  cases  where  it  is  dealt  with  in  the  improvement 
of  such  owner's  land,  and  without  malice,  as  in  Wheatley  v. 
Baugh,  25  Penn.  St.  532. 

"  But  these  cases  concur  in  putting  all  water  not  gathered  into 
water-courses,  whether  upon  the  surface  or  underneath,  on  the 
same  footing ;  and  so  far  we  think  they  are  right.  As,  however, 
the  case  ot  Bassett  v.  Salisbui^y  Manuf.  Co.  holds,  in  respect  to 

•  3  Kent's   Com.   439,  note   2,    and  Buffum  v.  Harris,  5  R.  I.  243 ;  see,  also, 

cases  ;  Ashley  ?).Wolcott,  11  Gush.  192 ;  Ellis  v.  Duncan,  21  Barb.  230  ;  Washb. 

Luther  v.  Winnisimmet  Co.,  9  id.  171 ;  on  Eaeem.  868,  and  cases  cited. 
Wheatley  v.  Baugh,  25  Penn.  St.  538 ; 
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water  percolating  through  the  soil,  that  the  land-owner's  right 
to  obstruct  or  divert  it  is  limited  to  what  is  necessary  in  the 
reasonable  use  of  his  own  land,  we  think  the  same  rule  must  be 
applied  to  mere  surface-water  not  gathered  into  a  stream. 

"  To  give  the  land-owner  the  absolute  and  unqualified  right 
of  disposing  of  such  water,  would,  in  many  instances,  be  pro- 
ductive of  great  mischief  to  his  neighbors,  and  lead  to  inter- 
minable struggles  between  them ;  for  the  same  power  to  deal  with 
such  water  would  exist  in  each  land-owner  when  it  was  on  his 
land. 

"  In  many  instances  the  water  would  assume  so  much  the  char- 
acter of  a  natural  water-course  as  to  make  the  application  of 
such  a  doctrine  odious  and  unjust,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
total  want  of  power  to  modify  such  flow  to  meet  the  necessities 
of  the  land-owner,  would  often  stand  in  the  way  of  valuable 
improvements  which  might  be  made  without  serious  detriment 
to  any  one. 

"  The  doctrine  which  we  maintain  adapts  itself  to  the  ever- 
varying  circumstances  of  each  particular  case,  from  that  which 
makes  a  near  approach  to  a  natural  water-course,  down  by  imper- 
ceptible gradations  to  the  case  of  mere  percolation,  giving  to 
each  land-owner,  while  in  the  reasonable  use  and  improvement 
of  his  land,  the  right  to  make  reasonable  modifications  of  the 
flow  of  such  water  in  and  upon  his  land. 

"  In  determining  this  question,  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
would  of  course  be  considered ;  and  among  them  the  nature  and 
importance  of  the  improvements  sought  to  be  made,  the  extent 
of  the  interference  with  the  water,  and  the  amount  of  injury 
done  to  the  other  land-owners  as  compared  with  the  value  of 
such  improvements,  and  also  whether  such  injury  could  or  could 
not  have  been  reasonably  foreseen. 

"  Ordinarily,  a  land-owner  may  dig  a  well  upon  his  own  land, 
even  though,  by  percolation,  it  draws  the  water  from  his  neigh- 
bor's land,  or  even  his  well ;  but  it  would  present  a  very  different 
question  if  the  well  was  dug  by  him  with  the  express  purpose  of 
transferring  the  water  in  his  neighbor's  spring  or  well  to  his  own, 
and  knowing  that  this  would  be  the  result. 

"  So,  too,  the  owner  of  extensive  swamp  lands,  which  are  the 
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source  of  a  river  furnisliing  valuable  mill  sites,  might  reasonably 
be  allowed  to  drain  it  by  bringing  the  water  into  one  channel, 
when  it  might  be  regarded  as  unreasonable  to  divert  it  entirely 
from  its  natural  course. 

"  So,  also,  excavations  maliciously  made  in  one's  own  land,  with 
a  view  to  destroy  a  spring  or  well  in  his  neighbor's  land,  could 
not  be  regarded  as  reasonable ;  and  there  would  be  much  ground 
for  holding  that  if  the  spring  or  well  in  his  neighbor's  land  could 
be  preserved  without  material  detriment  to  the  land-owner 
making  such  excavations,  it  would  be  evidence  of  malice,  or  such 
negligence  as  to  be  equivalent  to  malice.  Wheatley  v.  Baugh, 
25  Penn.  St.  532. 

"  In  the  case  before  us,  the  instructions  asked  for  by  the  defend- 
ant assumed  that  he  had  the  absolute  and  unqualified  right  to 
dispose  of  this  water  as  he  pleased,  while  the  instructions  given 
assumed  that  if  the  state  of  things  proved  had  existed  from  time 
beyond  memory,  the  defendant  had  no  right  at  all  to  stop  the 
flow  of  this  water  over  his  land,  and  thus  cause  it  to  flow  over 
the  plaintiff's  land. 

"  If  this  was  mere  surface  water  not  gathered  into  a  water- 
course, as  we  should  infer  it  was  from  the  case,  the  instructions 
upon  the  principles  we  have  stated  are  erroneous,  unless  the 
plaintifi"  had  acquired  a  right  by  prescription  to  have  water  flow 
over  the  defendant's  land.  On  that  point,  to  constitute  a  title 
by  prescription  there  must  have  been  an  adverse  user  under  a 
claim  of  right  for  twenty  years  or  more ;  but  here  there  has  been 
no  such  user ;  the  defendant  has  merely  permitted  the  surface 
water  casually  on  his  land  to  flow  ofE  over  it. 

"It  does  not  appear  that  the  plaintiff  has  claimed  or  exercised  a 
right  to  discharge  the  water  on  his  land  upon  the  defendant's 
land,  or  that  he  has  ever  done  any  act  or  put  himself  in  a  situation 
by  reason  of  which  the  defendant  could  maintain  a  suit  against 
him,  and  thus  interrupt  a  process  of  gaining  title  by  prescription. 

"  It  is  true  that  some  water  which  had  gathered  on  the  plaintiff's 
land  may  have  passed  off  in  the  same  way  over  the  defendant's 
land,  but  if  it  did,  it  was  by  no  act  of  the  plaintiff"  nor  under 
any  claim  of  right  by  him. 

"  So  the  fact  that  this  water  had  passed  over  defendant's  land  for 
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more  than  twenty  years  does  not  change  its  character  and  make 
it  a  water-course. 

"  In  Wood  V.  Waud,  3  Exch.  T78,  the  court  holds  that  the  right 
to  water-courses,  arising  from  enjoyment,  is  not  the  same  in 
respect  to  natural  and  artificial  water-courses  —  holding  that,  as 
to  the  latter,  the  right  must  depend  upon  their  character,  whether 
of  a  permanent  or  temporary  nature,  and  upon  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  are  created ;  and,  by  way  of  illustration,  say 
that  the  flow  of  water  from  a  drain,  for  the  purpose  of  agricul- 
tural improvement,  for  twenty  years,  could  not  give  a  right  to  a 
neighbor  so  as  to  preclude  the  proprietor  from  altering  the  level 
of  his  drains  for  the  greater  improvement  of  his  land. 

"This  precise  case  arose  in  Greatrex  v.  Hayward,  8  Exch. 
291,  and  was  settled  in  accordance  with  this  doctrine  of  Wood  v. 
Waud.  The  same  doctrine  was  applied  in  the  case  of  drains  for 
mining  purposes,  in  Arkwright  v.  Gell,  5  Mees.  &  Wels.  203.  In 
these  cases,  from  the  temporary  nature  of  such  drains  and  arti- 
ficial water-courses,  is  deduced  the  inference  that  the  use  of  the 
water  discharged  by  them  could  not  have  been  enjoyed  as  matter 
of  right.     See  Wood  v.  Waud,  3  Exch.  778. 

"  In  the  subsequent  case  of  Eawstron  v.  Taylor,  11  Exch.  369, 
surface  water  on  defendant's  landj  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
had  flowed  over  land  of  plaintifE  into  his  water-course,  and  he 
had  used  it ;  but  it  was  held  that  plaintiff"  could  maintain  no 
action  against*defendant  for  diverting  it  on  his  own  land. 

"  In  respect  to  water  percolating  beneath  the  surface,  the  ten- 
dency of  the  authorities  is  against  acquiring  a  right  by  prescrip- 
tion. The  use  of  such  water  upon  one's  own  land  is  apparently 
rightful,  and  is  no  such  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  adjoining 
owner  as  would  enable  him  to  maintain  a  suit,  for  it  would  be 
impossible  to  know  that  he  was  drawing  water  from  his  neigh- 
bor's land.  In  this  respect,  water  that  comes  to  the  surface 
stands  on  a  different  footing,  and  yet,  in  general,  they  are  gov- 
erned by  the  same  rules. 

"  There  may,  doubtless,  be  cases  where  rights  may  be  acquired 
by  user  in  respect  to  such  surface  water,  as  in  the  case  of  eaves- 
drip  ;  but  it  can  be  only  when  the  use  is  adverse,  and  such  as  to 
give  notice  to  the  party  against  whom  the  right  is  acquired.     In 


416  SURFACE   WATER. 

the  case  before  us,  however,  no  right  of  the  defendant  was 
invaded  by  any  act  of  the  plaintiff.  He,  the  defendant,  simply 
permitted  the  water  gathered  by  the  roadside  to  flow  over  his 
land,  and  so  long  as  he  did  so,  he  could  maintain  no  action  against 
any  one ;  and  we  think  the  plaintiff  had  gained  no  right  by  pre- 
scription to  have  this  water  flow  over  defendant's  land,  and  there 
must  be  a  new  trial." 

Sec.  388.  Mr.  "Washburn,  in  his  work  on  Easements,  p.  454,  seem 
to  regard  this  case  as  one  evincing  a  wide  departure  from  the  doc- 
trine of  the  civil  law,  but  I  do  not  so  understand  or  regard  the 
case.  The  question  of  servitude  was  not  raised  in  this  case, 
except  such  as  was  claimed  to  arise  from  prescription.  The  ditch 
through  which  the  water  was  discharged  did  not  exist  upon 
the  estate  of  the  plaintiff,  but  upon  the  highway,  and  the 
plaintiff  claimed  to  recover  of  the  defendant  for  the  injury 
resulting  from  the  obstruction  of  the  ditch,  because  he  had 
acquired  a,  prescriptive  right  to  have  the  water  from  his  premises 
discharged  through  it,  over  the  defendant's  land.  But  the  court 
very  properly  held  that  no  prescriptive  right  could  be  acquired 
unless  the  plaintiff'  had  discharged  the  water  from  his  estate  over 
the  defendant's  premises  as  of  ri/yht  for  the  prescriptive  periods, 
and  that,  as  the  ditch  existed  in  the  public  highway,  and  as  only 
a  portion  of  the  water  flowing  in  it  came  from  the  plaintiff's 
premises,  and  the  flow  of  the  water  there  "  was  by  no  act  of  the 
plaintiff  nor  under  any  claim  of  right  by  him,"  he  could  not 
stand  upon  a  prescriptive  right.  The  doctrine  of  natural  servi- 
tudes was  not  raised  or  discussed  in  the  case,  and  the  court  gave 
no  intimation  as  to  what  their  opinion  would  have  been  had  that 
question  been  before  them.  Indeed  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
water  from  the  plaintiff's  estate  would  ever  have  found  its  way 
to  the  defendant's  premises  except  for  the  ditch.  It  is  true  that 
it  might  be  fairly  inferred  that,  if  the  question  had  been  squarely 
raised  upon  the  question  of  natural  servitude,  they  would  have 
held  that,  if  the  defendant  filled  in  the  depression  in  his  land,  in 
the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  and  it  was  a  necessary  improve 
ment  for  the  beneficial  use  of  his  property  for  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses to  which  such  property  is  devoted,  the  decision  would  have 
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been  the  same.  To  that  extent  it  would  have  been  sustained  by 
a  large  line  of  authorities  in  this  country,  and  to  that  extent,  I 
have  no  doubt,  a  court  evincing  the  progressive  tendency  and 
rare  intelligence  that  characterizes  the  supreme  court  of  that 
State,  wo  aid  be  likely  to  go. 

And  such  is  the  law  in  England  and  most  of  the  States  of  this 
country ;  although  there  is  considerable  conflict  of  doctrine 
upon  this  question,  and  no  fixed  rule  can  be  given,  that  is 
applicable  in  all  the  States.  In  Kauffma/n  v.  Crviesmer^  26 
Penn.  St.  407,  the  plaintiff's  land  sloped  towards  the  defend- 
dant's,  and  there  was  a  spring  upon  the  plaintiff's  land,  the 
water  of  which,  as  well  as  the  rain  which  fell  there,  flowed 
toward  the  defendant's  land,  but  was  prevented  upon  it  by  a 
small  natural  elevation  of  the  ground,  except  in  times  of  freshet 
or  heavy  rains.  In  order  to  secure  the  escape  of  the  water  from 
his  premises,  over  the  defendant's  land,  the  plaintiff  cut  away  a 
portion  of  this  natural  barrier,  and  opened  a  trench  so  that  the 
water  escaped  over  the  defendant's  land.  The  defendant  erected 
an  obstruction  upon  his  land,  and  pi'evented  the  water  from 
coming  there  from  the  plaintiff 's  land,  except  as  it  had  been 
accustomed  to  in  times  of  freshets.  The  plaintiff  brought  this 
action  against  the  defendant  for  the  damages  resulting  from  the 
obstruction.  The  court  held  that  while  a  man  may  drain  his 
land  by  discharging  the  water  through  the  channels  in  which  it 
naturally  flows,  and  may  clear  away  such  impediments  in  a  stream 
in  his  own  land  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  a  free  discharge  of 
the  water,  though  the  effect  should  be  to  increase  the  quantity  of 
water  flowing  there,  yet  that  he  has  no  right  to  dig  a  ditch  or 
artificial  channel  for  that  purpose  whereby  the  water  is  conveyed 
upon  the  land  of  another,  except  in  its  natural  course,  and  there- 
fore that  the  defendant  was  justified  in  creating  the  obstruction 
in  question.  The  court  in  the  course  of  its  opinion  in  the  case 
say  :  "  Because  water  is  descendible  by  nature,  the  owner  of  a 
dominant  or  superior  heritage  has  an  easement  in  the  sei'vient  or 
inferior  tenement  for  the  discharge  of  all  waters  which  by  nature 
rise  in  or  flow,  or  fall  upon  the  superior.  This  obligation  applies 
only  to  waters  which  flow  naturally  without  the  act  of  man. 
Those  which  come  from  springs  or  from  rain  falling  directly  on 
53 
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the  heritage,  or  even  by  the  natural  dispositions  of  the  place,  are 
the  only  ones  to  which  this  expression  of  the  law  can  be  applied. 
*  *  *  This  easement  is  called  a  servitude  in  the  Roman 
law."     In  Louisiana  a  similar  doctrine  prevails.' 

Sec.  389.  In  the  case  of  Mo/rtin  v.  Riddle,^  there  was  a 
natural  channel  on  the  defendant's  land,  through  which  the  rain 
and  other  surface  water,  as  well  as  the  water  from  some  living 
springs  escaped  from  the  lands  of  the  plaintiff  as  well  as  other 
higher  lands.  The  defendant  obstructed  this  channel,  and  the 
court  in  delivering  its  judgment  in  the  case  said:  "I  shall 
speak  now  of  the  general  principle  of  the  law  in  the  matter  of 
rain  water  and  drainage,  of  the  respective  rights  and  duties  of 
adjoining  proprietors  in  relation  thereto.  They  are  in  general 
the  same  as  in  the  case  of  running  water  —  they  follow  nature ; 
nor  has  the  owner  of  the  upper  ground  a  right  to  make  any  exca- 
vations or  drainage  by  which  the  flow  of  water  is  diverted  from 
its  natural  channel,  nor  can  he  collect  into  one  channel  waters 
usually  flowing  off  into  his  neighbor's  fields  by  small  channels, 
and  thus  increase  the  waters  upon  the  lower  fields.  If  it  be  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain  from  the  character  of  the  surface  what  is  the 
natural  channel,  then  the  course  in  which  the  water  has  long 
been  peacably  and  openly  permitted  to  run  will  be  considered 
the  proper  one.  If  the  owner  of  the  higher  grounds  wrongfully 
diverts  an  unnatural  quantity  of  water  upon  the  grounds  of  a 
lower  neighbor,  by  collecting  small  streams  together  and  dis- 
charging them  in  one  place,  or  in  any  other  manner,  the  owner 
below  may  have  an  action  against  him  therefor." 

But  in  this  case  the  court  say,  that  "  while  the  owner  of  the 
upper  fields  may  not  construct  drains  or  excavations  so  as  to  form 
new  channels  on  the  lower  field,  yet  he  may  make  whatever 
drains  in  his  own  land  are  required  by  good  husbandry,  either 
open  or  covered,  and  may  discharge  these  into  the  natural  chan- 
nel or  channels,  even  though,  by  so  doing,  he  increases  the  quan- 
tity of  water  flowing  therein."  ' 

'  Lattimore  v.   Davis,   14  La.    161  ;    Delahousie  v.  Judice,  13  La.  An.  587 ; 
Adams  v.  Harrison,  4  La.  An.  165 ;  Hays    Minor  v.  Wright,  16  id.  151. 
V.  Hays,  19  La.  391 ;  Martin  v.  Jett,  13        ^  Martin  «.  Riddle,  26  Penn.  St.  415. 
id.  504;  Hebert  t).  Hudson,  13  id.  54;        'Washb.  on    Easem.   384-390,   and 

cases  cited. 
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Sec.  390.  In  Beard  v.  Murphy^  37  Vt.  99,  the  court  say,  with 
reference  to  surface  water  that  falls  upon  the  land  of  one,  and 
would  naturally  escape  over  the  lands  of  another,  the  person 
over  whose  lands  the  waters  would  thus  escape  has  no  right  to 
prevent  its  escaping  there.  But  if  the  owner  of  the  higher  estate 
attempts  to  pass  water  over  the  lower  estate  that  does  not  origi- 
nate from  natural  causes,  the  owner  of  the  lower  estate  may  law- 
fully prevent  its  discharge  over  his  grounds. 

Sec.  391.  In  a  recent  case  in  Pennsylvania,  Hays  v.  HinklemoMy 
68  Penn.  St.  324,  the  doctrine  previously  held  in  that  State  in 
Martin  v.  Riddle  and  Kauffinanx.  Greesmer^  previously  referred 
to  in  this  chapter,  was  re-affirmed.  In  this  case,  the  plaintiff  was 
the  owner  of  a  tract  of  seven  acres  of  land,  on  which  there  was  a 
house  and  stable  ;  the  land  was  situated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill 
below  and  adjoining  the  land  of  the  defendant.  The  water  which 
collected  on  the  land  of  the  defendant  would  naturally  pass  down 
and  over  the  land  of  the  plaintiff,  but  the  defendant  dug  ditches 
so  as  to  convey  the  water  over  the  plaintiff's  land  and  in  a  differ- 
ent manner,  and  in  greater  volumes  than  it  otherwise  would  have 
flowed,  and  upon  one  occasion  the  water  passed  down  on  the  land 
of  the  plaintiff,  tearing  up  the  soil  and  working  a  large  gully 
therein,  to  recover  the  damages  for  which  this  action  was  brought. 

The  judge  at  Tim  j?rm-s  charged  the  jury  "that  the  defend- 
ant's land  being  the  superior  heritage,  or  located  above  the  plain- 
tiff's' there  was  an  easement  or  right  on  the  inferior  or  lower 
lands  for  the  discharge  of  all  waters  which  by  nature  rise  in,  flow 
or  fall  upon  his  said  lands,  and  the  lower  must  necessarily  be 
subject  to  all  the  natural  flow  of  water  from  the  upper  one,  so 
long  as  the  natural  flow  of  the  water  or  drainage  is  not  diverted, 
and  the  inconvenience  arises  from  its  position,  and  is  usually 
more  than  compensated  by  other  circumstances.  The  owner  of 
the  upper  or  superior  heritage,  has  a  right  to  improve  and  use  his 
lands  for  agricultural  or  mining  purposes  in  the  ordinary  manner, 
although  the  volume  of  water  on  the  lower  is  thereby  increased, 
and  that  no  liability  existed  unless  the  defendant  made  a  tortious 
or  wrongful  use  of  their  property.  Also,  that  if  the  injury  re- 
sulted from  flood,  storm  or  other  natural  cause,  no  tort  could  be 
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impnted  to  him,  and  the  supreme  court  fully  sustained  this  rul- 
ing. 

Sec.  392.  In  this  case  as  well  as  the  case  of  Broadhent  v. 
Rannsbotham^  given  in  a  previous  section,  the  doctrine  is  an- 
nounced and  sustained  that  there  is  no  distinction  between  water 
falling  in  the  form  of  rain  and  snow,  and  water  coming  from  the 
overflow  of  a  spring,  swamp  or  other  source,  where  the  water 
squanders  itself  over  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  follows  no 
defined  channel.  Therefore,  even  though  this  water  eventually 
finds  it  way  into  a  water-course,  and  thus  forms  the  basis  of  a 
DOwer  which  is  used  and  largely  depended  upon  by  the  owners 
of  land  upon  the  water-course  or  mill  owners,  still,  it  may  be 
diverted,  turned  aside,  and  in  every  respect  dealt  with  as  any 
other  surface  water,  and  no  action  can  be  sustained  therefor.' 

Seo.  393.  There  seems  to  be  a  distinction  made  in  the  cases, 
between  surface  water  in  larm  districts,  and  in  cities  and  villages. 
In  the  latter  localities  from  reasons  that  seem  to  be  dictated  by 
sound  public  policy,  it  is  held  that  it  is  the  duty  of  owners  of 
lots  in  such  localities,  if  it  can  be  done,  to  so  grade  his  lots,  as  to 
prevent  the  discharge  of  the  water  which  accumulates  or  comes 
there  from  natural  causes,  upon  the  lots  of  another.  If  there  is 
no  means  of  preventing  the  discharge  of  the  water  over  the  land 
of  another,  owing  to  the  grade  and  formation  of  the  ground,  it  is 
a  legal  excuse  ;  but  where  it  can  be  done,  the  duty  is  imposed 
upon  the  owners  of  lots  to  do  it.  In  Massachusetts  this  distinc- 
tion is  repudiated,  but  it  would  seem  to  be  a  distinction  that  is 
growing  in  favor  with  the  courts  of  this  country  especially.' 

Sec.  394.  In  Earle  v.  De  Hart,  1  Beasly  (N.  J.)  280,  it  was 
held  that  where  surface  water  even  in  a  city,  had  been  accustomed 
to  collect  from  rains  or  other  causes  and  flow  ofi"  in  an  ancient 
water-course  over  the  lands  of  another,  the  other  owner  had  no 
right  to  prevent  its  escape  in  that  manner.  The  court  say,  "  To 
have  this  water  discharged   upon   the   complainant's  land,  is  as 

'  BaflFum  v.  Harris,  5  R.  I.  253  ;  Cur-  Bentz  ,».  Armstrong,  8  "Watts    &    8. 

tis  «.  Ayrault,  47  N.  R.  73.  (Penn.)  40 ;  Bowlsby  v.  Spear,  31  N.  J.   ! 

*  Livingston  v.  McDonald,  31    Iowa,  352 ;  Pixley  v.  Clark,  35  N.  Y.  532.  \ 

160 ;  Goodale  v.  Tuttle,  29   N.  Y.  467  ; 
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great  an  injury  to  her  building  lot,  as  it  is  to  the  defendant's  lot 
to  have  it  discharged  there ;"  and  the  court  adds,  "  there  can  be 
no  such  difference  in  the  application  of  the  law  as  to  building 
lots,  as  will  impose  a  burden  upon  one,  which  properly  and  of 
right  belongs  to  another,"  But  the  doctrine  of  this  case  so  far  as 
the  distinction  between  town  and  city  lots  is  concerned  is  some- 
what shaken  by  the  case  of  Bowlshy  v.  Speer^  referred  to  in  the 
last  note. 

Sec.  395.  In  Gilham  v.  Madison  Co.  R.  R.  Co.,  49  111.  484,  the 
plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  less  elevated  than  the 
land  in  the  neighborhood,  from  which  all  the  water  that  fell  upon 
it,  from  rains  or  otherwise,  flowed  on  to  the  land  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  which  by  means  of  a  depression  in  his  laud,  ran  off  his  land 
to  adjoining  land,  and  thence  into  a  natural  lake. 

The  defendant,  a  railroad  company,  made  a  large  embankment 
on  the  line  of  plaintiff's  land,  entirely  filling  up  this  channel^ 
thereby  throwing  the  water  back  on  plaintiff's  land.  Negligence 
in  80  doing  without  leaving  an  opening  in  the  embankment  for 
the  water  to  flow  on  and  escape  was  alleged  in  the  declaration. 
On  demurrer  to  the  declaration,  it  was  held  it  stated  a  good  cause 
of  action.  The  owner  of  a  servient  heritage  has  no  right,  by 
embankments,  or  other  artificial  means,  to  stop  the  natural  flow 
of  the  surface  water  from  the  dominant  heritage,  and  thus  throw 
it  back  upon  the  latter. 

Sec.  396.  In  a  recent  case  in  California,  Ogburn  v.  Connor^  46 
Cal.  346,  the  question  of  the  rights  of  higher  owners,  was  con- 
sidered. In  that  case  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  farm 
adjoining  lands  of  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff's  land  was  higher 
than  a  part  of  the  defendant's,  and  through  that  part  of  the 
defendant's  lands  there  was  a  natural  depression  through  which 
the  water  originating  from  storms  and  other  causes  was  accus- 
tomed to  and  would  naturally  escape.  Prior  to  the  purchase 
by  the  p.aintiff  of  his  lands,  and  while  it  was  owned  by  the 
United  States  government,  the  defendant  built  along  the  line  of 
hi&  land  what  is  known  as  a  "  ditch  fence  "  for  the  protection  of 
his  land  and  his  growing  crops,  which  had  the  effect  to  prevent 
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the  discharge  of  a  portion  of  the  water  from  the  lands  above 
(being  the  plaintiff '  s),  from  escaping  over  his  land,  as  they  would 
naturally  do.  After  the  purchase  and  occupancy  of  the  higher 
land  by  the  plaintiff  in  1869,  the  defendant  strengthened  and 
enlarged  this  ditch  fence  so  as  to  completely  stop  the  discharge 
of  water  from  the  plaintiff's  land  over  his  premises.  As  a  result 
of  this,  in  1871,  during  a  severe  storm,  the  water  was  set  back 
upon  the  plaintiff's  land,  and  flooded  his  wheat  fields,  doing  dam- 
age estimated  at  $500.  Upon  the  trial  of  the  case  at  the  cir- 
cuit, the  judge  charged  the  jury  in  accordance  with  the  rule  as 
adopted  in  Massachusetts,  that  the  defendant  had  a  right  to  pre- 
vent the  flow  of  surface-water  over  his  land,  and  was  not  liable 
for  the  injuries  therefrom  resulting.  But  upon  appeal,  this 
judgment  was  reversed,  the  higher  court  unanimously  adopting 
the  doctrine  of  Martin  v.  Riddle^  cmte,  and  holding  that  a  servi- 
tude existed  in  favor  of  higher  estates  for  the  discharge  of  sur- 
face-waters thereon  accumulating,  over  the  lower  lands. 

The  same  doctrine  had  pi-eviously  been  adoDted  by  the  court 
in  an  unreported  case.     Castro,  v,  Bailey. 

Sec.  397.  In  England  the  rule  is  firmly  adhered  to  that  all 
lands  are  burthened  with  the  servitude  of  receiving  and  dis- 
charging all  waters  that  naturally  fiow  down  to  them  from  the 
lands  of  a  neighbor  on  a  higher  level.  And  any  interference 
with,  or  obstruction  of,  this  right  by  the  lower  owner  subjects 
him  to  an  action  for  all  damages  which  are  thereby  occasioned 
to  other  owners. 

And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  higher  owner  collects  the  sur- 
face water  in  one  body,  or  sends  it  down  to  the  lands  of  the 
lower  owner  in  a  different  manner  from  that  in  which  it  is  ac- 
customed to  flow,  or  in  a  concentrated  form,  or  in  unnatural  quan- 
tities, he  is  liable  for  all  the  damages  sustained  therefrom  by  the 
lower  owners.  The  servitude  is  to  have  the  waters  pass  over  the 
land  in  their  natural  flow,  and  a  discharge  ot  them  in  any  other 
manner  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  lower  owner." 

1  Shury    v.   Pigott,   3   Bulstr.    340 ;    46 ;  Harrison  v.  Great  Northern  R.  R. 
Chaseinore  «.  Richards,  7  H.  L.  C.  349.     Co.  33  Law  J.  Exch.  267. 
*  Sharpe   v.  Haucock,   8  Sc.  (N.  R.), 
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Sec.  398.  This  right,  however,  only  extends  to  water  arising 
from  natural  causes,  such  as  melting  of  snow  and  falling  rains. 
It  does  not  apply  to  water  brought  upon  the  land  by  artificial 
means,  or  thrown  there  by  the  upper  owner  or  any  one  else.  It 
exists  as  to  the  surplus  water  of  a  natural  spring,  but  not  as  to  a 
spring,  trench  or  well  opened  by  the  hand  of  man.'  In  a  late 
English  case  it  was  held  that  a  lower  owner  might  maintain  an 
action  for  damages  against  the  owner  of  a  mine  upon  a  higher 
level,  who,  in  the  process  of  working  his  mine,  pumped  out  the 
water  therefrom,  and  allowed  it  to  escape  over  his  own  land 
upon  the  land  of  the  lower  owner.  And  in  such  a  case  no 
degree  of  care  used  to  prevent  such  escape  will  excuse  the  upper 
owner  if  it  really  escapes  over  the  lower  owner's  land.'' 

In  a  case  in  Vermont '  it  was  held  that  a  lower  owner  would  be 
justified  in  making  embankments  or  other  obstructions  to  the 
flow  of  surface  water  over  his  land,  if  the  upper  owner  persisted 
in  discharging  other  water  upon  his  land  which  ran  upon  the 
lower  owner's  land,  even  though  the  upper  owner  suffered  great 
damage  in  consequence.  The  servitude  only  exists  as  to  water 
arising  from  natural  causes,  and  if  a  higher  owner  discharges 
other  waters  over  the  land,  it  is  a  nuisance  which  is  actionable 
and  abateable  by  the  person  injured. 

Sec.  399.  There  is  in  the  courts  of  this  country  much 
conflict  of  doctrine  in  reference  to  the  law  controlling  the  dispo- 
sition of  surface  water,  and  this  is  so  great  that  it  cannot  be 
reconciled,  and  no  definite  rules  can  be  given  that  will  be  gene- 
erally  applicable.  In  determining  that  question  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  the  weight  of  authority  sustains  the  idea  that  lower  estates 
are  burdened  with  a  servitude  in  favor  of  a  higher  one  for  the 
discharge  of  the  water  that  falls  upon  its  surface  and  naturally 
escapes  over  the  lower  estate ;  and  while  the  owner  of  the 
higher  estate  may,  if  he  sees  fit,  prevent  the  water  from  going 
there,  or  deal  with  it  as  he  pleases,  so  that  he  does  not  change 
the  mode  or  volume  of  its  escape,  yet  the  owner  of  the  lower 
estate  may  not  obstruct  the  escape  of  the  water  over  his  premises 

'  Chasemore  v.  Richards,  7  H.  L.  C.        ^  Baird  v.  Williamson,  33  Law  J.  (C. 
349.  p.)  101. 

3  Beard  v.  Murphy,  37  Vt.   104. 
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by  any  means,  so  as  to  throw  it  back  upon  the  higher  proprietor, 
except  in  the  case  of  buildings  erected  upon  city  or  village  lots.' 
Yet  in  every  State  the  practitioner  will  be  compelled  to  con- 
sult the  doctrine  of  his  own  courts. 
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Seo.  400.  Artificial  warer-courses  are  those  where  either  their 
source  or  supply,  or  the  channel  through  which  the  water  flows 
is  provided  by  other  than  natural  causes,  and  the  question  as  to 
how  far,  and  what  rights,  are  acquired  in  these  by  the  owners  of 
the  land  through  which  they  flow,  is  a  question  of  considerable, 
and  growing  importance,  particularly  in  England  where  there  is 
a  greater  dearth  of  natural  streams  that  can  be  used  as  a  motive 

*  Laney  v.  Jasper,  39  111.  54  ;  Adams  v.  Lowell,  104  Mass.  16 ;  Livingston  v. 

V.  Walker,  34  Conn.  466  ;  Kauflfman  v.  McDonald,   21    Iowa,   160 ;    Minor    v. 

Griesmer,  26  Penn.  St.  407 ;  Delahou-  Wright,  16  La.  (An.)  151 ;   Laney  v. 

save  V.  Judice,  13  La.  587 ;  Goodale  v.  Jasper,  39  111.  54  ;  Adams  v.  Walker 

Tiittle,  29  N.  T.  467 ;  Earle  v.  DeHart,  34  Conn.  466 ;    Curtis  v.  Ayrault    47 

1  Beas.  (N.  J.)  280  ;  Pettigrew  v.  Evans-  NY.    73  ;    Buffum  v.  Harris,  5  R.  I 

ville,  25  Wis.  223  ;  Hoyt  v.  Hudson,  27  263  ;  Louth  v.  Clifton,  22  Ohio  St.  247 ; 

Wis.  656  ;    Gormsley  v.  Sandford,  52  Sweet  v.  Cutts,  50  N.  H.  439  ;  Beard  v. 

111.  188 ;  Tootle  «.  Clifton,  22  Ohio  St.  Murphy,  37  Vt.  104  ;  Lanmier  v.  Fran- 

247.     Bowlesby  v.  Speer,  3  N.  J.  357  ;  cis,  23  Mo.  181 ;  Miller  v.  Laubach,  47 

Nevins  v.  Peoria,  41  111.  502 ;  Curtis  v.  Penn.  St.  155  ;  Hays  v.  Hinkleman,  68 

Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  14  Allen  (Mass.),  55  ;  id,  324. 
Cott  V.  Lewiston,  36  N.  Y.  217  ;  Emery 
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power,  and  for  the  numerous  uses  and  purposes  to  which  the 
water  of  streams  is  applied,  than  in  this  country.  .  There  can 
generally  be  no  right  to  the  water  of  an  artificial  water-course 
incident  to  the  ownership  of  the  land,  as  in  the  case  of  a  natural 
stream,  but  merely  an  easement  in  the  land  in  favor  of  others 
than  the  owner  of  the  land  himself.  There  are  instances,  how- 
ever, where  an  artificial  water-course  may  assume  and  possess  all 
the  attributes  of  a  natural  stream  so  far  as  the  owners  of  the 
land  through  which  it  flows  are  concerned.  But  these  instances 
only  arise  where  the  water  of  the  artificial  course  has  formerly 
flowed  in  a  natural  channel,  and  has  been  changed  by  power 
conferred  by  the  legislature,  or  by  contract  between  the  parties, 
or  where  the  supply  is  in  the  first  instance  the  product  of  arti- 
ficial causes,  but  is  constant  and  runs  in  a  given  channel  under  a 
contract  between  the  owners  of  the  channel  and  of  the  supply, 
that  the  supply  of  water  shall  not  ever  be  stopped  or  diverted 
from  the  channel.' 

Sec.  401.  Instances  occur  frequently  where,  by  authority  con- 
ferred by  the  legislature,  or  by  contract  with  the  owners  of  the 
bed  of  a  natural  stream,  the  channel  is  changed  and  the  water 
turned  into  a  new  channel  and  escapes  in  a  new  direction. 

In  these  cases,  the  owners  of  the  lands  through  which  the  new 
channel  is  formed,  and  in  which  the  water  runs,  have  all  the 
rights  of  riparian  owners  in  the  new  stream,  so  long  as  the  stream 
flows  in  the  new  channel.  In  the  case  of  Cott  v.  Lewiston  R.  R. 
(7(9.,  36  N.  Y.  217,  the  liabilities  of  a  party  who  changes  the 
channel  or  course  of  a  stream,  either  under  a  contract  with  the 
owner  of  the  land  through  which  the  natural  stream  flows,  or 
under  legislative  grant,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  the  parties  owning 
the  land  through  which  the  channel  is  made,  were  discussed,  and 
the  law  in  such  cases  established. 

In  that  case  the  defendant,  a  railroad  corporation,  having  located 
its  road  through  the  lands  of  the  plaintifi''s  testator,  obtained 
from  him  a  conveyance  of  the  land  necessary  for  the  construction 
of  their  road,  and  also  obtained  from  an  adjoining  owner  the 
same  rights,  and  also  the  right  to  turn  the  waters  of  a  stream  that 

»  Cott  V.  R.  E.  Co.,  36  N.  T.  217. 
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ran  through  the  lands  of  the  plaintiff,  and  such  adjoining  owner 
through  an  artificial  channel  so  as  to  preserve  the  stream  to  the 
plaintiff.  The  new  channel  was  made  through  a  deep  cutting  in 
limestone  rocks,  and  within  a  few  months  the  water  began  to 
escape  through  the  fissures  of  the  rock,  and  escaped  in  such 
quantities  that  for  a  large  portion  of  the  year  the  plaintiff'  was 
deprived  of  water.  The  court  held  that  the  defendants  having 
made  a  new  channel  for  the  stream,  were  bound  to  make  and 
keep  the  new  channel  in  such  condition  that  the  flow  of  watej 
to  the  plaintiff"  would  not  be  diminished  any  more  than  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  as  incident  to  the  change.  Grovee,  J.  said : 
"  The  change  in  the  stream  was  made  by  the  road  for  its  own 
benefit.  The  plain  intention  of  the  statute  in  such  a  case  is  that 
the  company  shall  restore  the  stream  to  its  former  proprietors,  as 
little  impaired  in  its  utility  as  practicable,  so  as  to  subject  such 
owner  to  no  loss  or  injury;  at  any  rate,  to  make  the  loss  as 
trifling  as  possible.  To  effectuate  this  clear  intent  it  must  be 
held  that  the  company  must  not  only  in  the  first  instance  make 
the  channel  as  perfect  as  practicable,  but  continue  and  preserve  it 
in  that  state  as  long  as  it  continues  to  divert  the  water  from  its 
natural  channel." 

Sec.  402.  As  to  water-courses  whose  supply  is  artificial,  or 
produced  or  developed  as  an  incident  to  some  act  done  by  a 
man  upon  his  own  property  which  escapes  in  a  defined  channel, 
or  which  is  allowed  to  escape  into  a  natural  water-course,  and 
thus  adds  to  the  natural  water-course  such  a  volume  of  water  as 
makes  it  available  for  mill  or  other  purposes,  no  rights  are  ac- 
quired, either  on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  lands  through  which 
the  waters  escape,  or  in  behalf  of  those  who  have  erected  mills 
upon  the  natural  stream,  relying  upon  the  supply  of  water 
afforded  by  the  artificial  source,  which  will  prevent  the  owners  of 
the  property,  upon  which  the  water  originates,  from  diverting  it 
or  stopping  it  altogether,  although  rights  may  be  acquired  thereto 
which  neither  a  stranger,  nor  any  person  except  the  owners  of 
the  source  of  the  water,  can  legally  interfere  with.  This  was 
expressly  held  in  the  case  of  Arkwright  v.  Gell.''     In  that  case, 

I  Arkwri^lit  v    Gell.  5  Mees.  &  W.     Greatrex  v.   TTayward,    S    Exch.   271; 
203;  Norton  «.  Valentine.  14  Vt.  239  ;     Wood  v.  Waud/S  id.  748  ;  Sampson  v. 


ARTIFICIAL   WATER-COURSES.  4:27 

it  appeared  that,  in  1705,  a  party  of  adventurers  had  begun  to 
construct  a  sough  or  level  called  the  Cromford  Sough,  for  the 
purpose  of  draining  the  mineral  fields  in  the  Wapentake  of 
Winksworth,  in  Derbyshire ;  being  remunerated,  by  agreement 
with  the  owners  of  the  mines,  by  a  portion  of  the  lead  ore  raised 
within  the  district  benefited  thereby.  The  water  from  the  sough 
flowed  into  a  brook  called  the  Bonsatt  brook,  and  their  united 
waters  turned  the  machinery  of  an  ancient  corn  mill. 

In  1738  they  leased  this  easement  of  continuing  and  main- 
taining the  sough  for  999  years.  In  1771  the  plaintiff  took  a 
lease,  from  the  owner  of  land  through  which  the  sough  passed, 
for  84  years,  of  the  brook  of  the  stream  issuing  into  it  from  the 
sough  and  of  the  lands  upon  which  the  corn  mill  stood,  with 
the  right  of  erecting  other  mills  thereon. 

In  1772  he  erected  extensive  cotton  mills,  partly  on  the  site  of 
the  ancient  corn  mill,  and  they  were  worked  by  the  united  waters 
of  the  brook  and  the  sough. 

Seven  years  later  the  plaintiff  purchased  the  absolute  interest  in 
the  land  through  which  so  much  of  the  sough  was  made  as  lay 
in  the  manor  of  Cromford.  In  1771  the  defendants  had  com- 
menced the  construction  of  another  sough  on  a  lower  level, 
called  the  Meerbrook  sough,  for  the  pui-pose  of  draining  a  larger 
portion  of  the  same  mineral  field,  under  a  license  from  the  mine 
owners,  and  thus  the  supply  of  water  was  cut  off  from  the  plain- 
tiff's  mills,  and  the  plain tifi"  brought  this  suit  to  test  his  rights 
in  the  premises. 

Parke,  B.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  exchequer 
said :  "  The  stream  upon  which  the  mills  were  constructed  was 
not  a  natural  watercourse,  to  the  advantage  of  which,  flowing 
in  its  natural  course,  the  possessor  of  the  land  adjoining  would 
be  entitled  according  to  the  doctrine  of  Mason  v.  Rill^  5  B. 
&  Ad.  1,  and  in  other  cases.  This  was  an  artificial  watercourse, 
and  the  sole  object  for  which  it  was  made  was  to  get  rid  of  a 
nuisance  to  the  mines,  and  to  enable  their  proprietors  to  get  the 
ores  which  lay  within  the  mineral  fields  di-ained  by  it,  and  the 
flow  of  water  through  that  channel  was,  from  the  very  nature  of 

Hodinott,  1  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  590 ;  Curtis  t).     Ayrault,   47    N.   Y.   73      Watkins   v. 

Peck, 13  N.  H.  360. 
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the  case,  of  a  temporary  character,  having  its  continuance 
only  while  the  convenience  of  the  mines  required  it,  and  in 
the  ordinary  course,  it  would  most  probably  cease  when  the 
mineral  ore  above  its  should  have  been  exhausted.  *  *  * 
How  can  it  be  supposed  that  the  mine  owners  could  have  meant 
to  burthen  themselves  with  such  a  servitude,  so  destructive  to 
their  interests ;  and  what  is  there  to  raise  an  inference  of  such 
an  intention.  The  mine  owner  could  not  bring  any  suit 
against  the  person  using  the  water,  so  that  an  omission  to  bring 
an  action  would  raise  no  presumption  of  a  grant,  nor  could  he 
prevent  the  enjoyment  of  that  stream  of  water  by  any  act  of  his 
except  by  making  a  sough  at  a  lower  level,  and  thus  taking  away 
the  water  entirely ;  a  course  so  expensive  and  inconvenient  that 
it  would  be  very  unreasonable,  and  a  very  improper  extension  of 
the  principle  applied  to  the  case  of  lights  to  infer  from  the  absti- 
nence of  such  an  act,  an  intention  to  grant  the  use  of  the  water 
in  perpetuity,  as  a  matter  of  right.  *  *  *  Suppose  a  steam 
engine  is  used  by  the  owner  of  a  mine  to  drain  it,  and  the  water 
pumped  up  flows  in  a  channel  to  the  estate  of  an  adjoining  land- 
owner, and  is  there  used  for  agricultural  purposes  for  twenty 
years.  Is  it  possible  from  such  a  user  to  presume  a  grant  by  the 
owner  of  the  steam  engine  of  the  right  to  the  water  in  perpetuity, 
so  as  to  burden  himself,  and  the  assigns  of  his  mine,  with  the 
obligation  to  keep  a  steam  engine  forever,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
land  owner  ?  Or  if  the  water  from  the  spout  of  the  eaves  of  a 
row  of  houses  was  to  flow  into  an  adjoining  yard,  and  be  there 
used  by  its  occupants  for  twenty  years  for  domestic  purposes, 
could  it  be  successfully  contended  that  the  owners  of  the  houses 
had  contracted  an  obligation,  not  to  alter  their  construction  so  as 
to  impair  the  flow  of  water  ?  Clearly  not.  In  all,  the  nature  ot 
the  case  distinctly  shows  that  no  right  is  acquired  as  against  the 
owner  of  the  property  from  which  the  course  of  water  takes  its 
origin,  though  as  between  the  first  and  any  subsequent  appropria- 
tor  of  the  water  course  itself,  such  a  right  may  be  acquired.' ' 

Seo.  403.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  doctrine  of  this  case,  that 
an  easement  may  be  acquired  on  the  part  of  a  land  owner  creat- 
ing a  supply  of  water,  to  discharge  it  over  the  land  of  another, 


AETIFICIAL   WATER-COURSES.  429 

but  that  the  easement  is  not  reciprocal.  The  owner  of  the  sup- 
ply may  deal  with  it  as  he  pleases.  But  it  would  seem  that  the 
court  regarded  the  fact  that  the  supply  was  not,  and  could  not 
in  its  nature  be  perpetual,  as  an  element  of  much  importance 
in  the  case,  as  well  as  the  evident  convenience  and  purpose 
of  the  party.  In  a  case  where  a  person  in  the  prosecution  of 
some  temporary  business  opens  a  spring  of  water  which  over- 
flows and  passes  off  in  a  regular  channel  for  twenty  years  over 
the  land  of  another,  and  where  from  the  verj  nature  of  things 
the  supply  will  not  be  stopped  except  from  natural  causes ;  if 
the  stream  is  allowed  to  flow  thus  during  the  statutory  period, 
the  owner  of  the  land  upon  which  the  supply  originates  would 
be  estopped  from  cutting  it  off.* 

Sec.  404.  The  case  of  Gaved  v.  Martin,  13  Law  Times  (N.  S.) 
74,  is  a  case  of  interest  to  the  profession,  as  it  discusses  the  law 
as  to  artificial  water  courses,  and  also  the  effect  of  a  custom  upon 
the  acquisition  of  a  prescriptive  right.  The  facts  of  the  case 
are  as  follows:  The  plaintiff  was  the  tenant  and  occupier  of 
china  clay  works  on  the  Earl  of  Mount  Edgecombe's  estate  of 
Carron  Carron,  and  the  defendant  was  the  owner  and  occupier  of 
an  estate  called  Goonamath,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Trevanion  family.  The  estates  were  divided  by  a  natural  valley 
through  which  ran  a  natural  stream,  called  sometimes  the  Cox 
barrow  brook  and  sometimes  the  Cann  river.  Both  plaintiff  and 
defendant  were  carrying  on  china  clay  works,  for  the  profitable 
working  of  which  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  is  required.  At 
the  time  when  the  disputes  arose  which  led  to  the  action 
the  plaintiffs  works  were  watered  by  two  streams,  one  called  the 
Clearwater  leat,  used  for  washing  the  clay,  and  the  other  called 
the  Foul-water  leat,  used  for  washing  away  the  refuse  earth. 
Both  of  these  leats  were  artificial.  The  Clear-water  leat  crossed 
the  Cox-barrow  brook  twice,  being  carried  over  it  by  two  laun- 
ders (a  launder  being  a  wooden  trough  or  aqueduct),  so  as  to 
prevent  its  clear  water  from  mixing  with  that  of  the  brook, 
which    was    occasionally    fouled    by    miners    higher   up    in  its 

1  Wood  V.  Waud,  3  Exch.  748  ;  Bees-  Hodinott,  1  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  590 ;  Greatrex 
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course.  These  launders  were  called  the  upper  and  lower  laun- 
ders, respectively.  The  Foul-water  leat  was  supplied  by  water 
from  the  brook  at  a  point  in  its  course  between  the  two 
launders. 

The  Clear- water  leat  was  made  thirty-five  years  before  by  one 
Hooper,  who  preceded  the  plaintifi"  in  the  occupation  of  Carron 
Carron.  It  collected  water  from  natural  springs,  and  from  an 
adit  of  an  old  mine,  and  carried  the  water  across  the  brook  by 
the  lower  launder  down  to  the  clay  works.  A  year  afterward 
Hooper  made  the  Foul-water  leat  to  carry  part  of  the  water  of  the 
brook  from  a  point  in  its  course  above  the  then  recently  made 
Clear- water  launder  down  to  the  clay  works.  He  occupied  the 
works  and  used  the  leats  for  the  next  two  or  three  years,  and 
after  he  left  them  they  remained  unoccupied  for  one  or  two 
years,  till  the  plaintiff  took  them  in  1836.  Plaintiff  found 
the  supply  of  water  insufficient  and  made  several  attempts  to  in- 
crease the  fiow  of  water  in  the  Clear- water  leat.  There  was  at 
the  time  flowing  into  the  brook  at  a  point  above  both  the  lower 
launder  and  the  Foul-water  leat,  a  quantity  of  refuse  water  pumped 
from  a  tin  mine  higher  up  the  stream  and  conveyed  down  to  the 
brook  by  an  artificial  water-course  made  by  the  tinners.  Plain- 
tiff prolonged  his  Clear- water  leat  to  the  place  opposite  where 
this  water  fell  into  the  brook,  and  then  placing  a  launder  across 
the  brook  intercepted  this  water  and  caused  it  to  flow  into  his 
Clear- water  leat  without  mixing  with  the  foul  water  of  the  brook. 
This  was  done  twenty-two  years  before  commencement  of  this 
action.  Plaintiff  enjoyed  the  use  of  these  leats  until  the  defend- 
ant came  into  possession  of  Goonamath  in  1855.  From  that  time 
to  the  time  when  the  action  was  brought,  defendant  repeatedly 
took  down  the  upper  launder,  but  it  was  as  often  replaced  by  the 
plaintiff.  He  had  also,  from  time  to  time,  interfered  with  the 
lower  launder  and  the  Foul- water  leat.  For  the  pui-poses  of  the 
trial,  the  diversion  of  the  stream  by  defendant  was  admitted,  and 
the  only  questions  disputed  were  those  of  the  plaintiff's  right  to 
their  flow.  In  addition  to  the  above  facts,  it  was  proved  that  the 
water  collected  below  the  upper  launder  and  carried  by  the  lower 
launder  to  the  works,  was  collected  in  lands  within  the  Cann  tin 
bounds  and  that  according  to  the  custom  of  Cornwall,  the  tinners 
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were  entitled  to  divert  ail  water  within  the  tin  bounds  for  the 
purposes  of  their  mines.  It  was  also  proved  that  the  plaintiff 
had,  from  time  to  time,  paid  sums  of  money  to  old  Mr.  Hooper, 
who  had  from  the  bound  owners  what  is  termed  the  "  customary- 
sett"  of  the  bounds  for  the  water,  but  it  was  alleged  bj  the  plain- 
tiff, that  these  payments  were  not  made  as  acknowledgments  of 
his  right  to  cut  oft'  the  water,  but  to  induce  him  not  to  foul  it  by 
throwing  the  dirt  from  his  mines  into  it.  "With  respect  to  the 
foul-water  leat,  the  defendant  produced  two  brothers  by  the  name 
of  Geach,  who  stated  that  at  the  time  when  the  leat  was  made 
by  Hooper,  their  father  occupied  Goonamath,  and  at  a  meeting  of 
which  the  two  tollers  or  managers  of  the  Earl  of  Mount  Edge- 
combe and  Mr.  Trevanion,  the  owners  of  the  respective  proper- 
ties, were  present,  it  was  agreed  that  Hooper  should  be  allowed  to 
divert  the  brook  water  by  means  of  liis  leat,  on  condition  of  his  giv- 
ing a  furze  prickle  to  old  Geach  every  year,  and  of  G^ach's  having 
the  right,  whenever  the  flow  of  water  in  the  brooK  was  too  slack  for 
his  own  purposes,  to  put  in  a  turf  so  as  to  stop  the  plaintift'sleat  and 
allow  all  the  water  to  flow  down  the  brook.  Thev  further  stated 
that  they  knew  that  their  lather  had,  from  time  to  time,  exer- 
cised this  right  of  diverting  the  brook  water  into  its  old  channel. 
The  two  sons  left  the  neighborhood  soon  afterward,  but  old 
Geach  occupied  his  clay  works  till  184:7.  Both  the  tollers 
were  dead.  There  was  no  corroboration  of  this  story,  and  the 
plaintiff  had  never  heard  it  before  the  trial.  There  was  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  upon  hearing  the  cause  on 
appeal,  Eele,  C.  J.,  said:  "With  respect  to  the  claim  of 
these  parties  relating  to  the  water  carried  over  the  upper  launder, 
upon  the  argument  I  am  unable  to  give  a  confident  judgment  at 
the  present  moment  without  further  consideration.  With  respect 
to  the  claim  as  to  the  lower  launder,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  ver- 
dict ought  to  stand.  The  water  has  been  brought  to  the  clay 
works  of  the  plaintiff,  and  I  take  it  upon  the  evidence  that  the 
plaintiff  was  in  the  occupation  of  and  had  an  interest  in  the  clay 
works,  that  is,  the  clay  yard  and  the  place  where  the  works  were 
carried  on  ;  and  that  he  had  such  an  interest  as  would  entitle  him 
to  maintain  this  claim  to  water  flovring  to  the  tenements  in  his 
occupation.     I  think  that  his  being  in  the  occupation  of  the  clay 
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yard  aud  all  the  premises  required  for  the  clay  works,  was  per- 
fectly consistent  with  his  having  an  easement  to  dig  and  search 
for  clay  all  over  Hooper's  farm.  With  respect  to  the  one  he  was 
occupier,  and  with  respect  to  the  other  he  might  well  have  an 
easement,  so  as  to  be  able  to  maintain  this  claim  in  respect  of 
the  corporeal  hereditament  although  not  in  respect  of  the 
incorporeal  hereditament.  I  think,  therefore,  he  can  claim  the 
water  by  prescription.  Then,  does  the  evidence  show  that,  as  to 
the  lower  launder,  although  he  has  had  it  for  twenty  years,  and 
enjoyed  the  flow  of  the  stream  for  twenty  years,  without  inter- 
ruption, and  as  of  right,  that  he  could  not  acquire  a  right  to  take 
the  water  by  reason  that  that  water  was  collected  or  found  in 
land  which  was  subject  to  the  tin  bounds.  It  appears  that  the 
water  flowed  in  a  channel  through  land  which  was  subject  to  tin 
bounds,  and  that  that  channel  brought  down  a  quantity  of  water 
that  flowed  in  a  mead  and  fell  from  above  into  the  land,  and  so 
was  collected,  and  then  flowed  from  there  to  the  clay  works  occu- 
pied by  the  plaintiff.  If  he  cut  that  channel,  and  had  conducted 
water  down  through  the  channel  to  the  clay  works  for  twenty 
years,  under  circumstances  to  which  the  statute  applies,  he  would 
acquire  a  right  to  it.  But  it  is  said  he  could  not  have  a  right  to 
the  present  water,  because  the  channel  dpwn  which  it  flowed  was 
within  land  which  was  within  the  boundary  of  tin  bounds,  and 
that  it  was  subject  to  the  contingent  rights  of  bound  owners,  if  they 
chose  to  work  the  land  ;  and  it  is  said  that  water  subject  to  those 
contingent  rights  cannot  become  vested  in  any  other  persons  abso- 
lutely as  against  all  the  world,  being  within  the  tin  bounds,  and 
the  tin-bounders  being  able  to  exercise  their  right  at  any  time. 
I  do  not  think  that  argument  is  tenable.  I  f  the  rights  of  the  tin- 
bounder  are  in  operation,  and  he  claims  to  exercise  those  rights, 
that  which  is  called  at  common  law  the  corporeal  right  of  the 
tin-bounder  may  operate  in  respect  of  the  water  ;  but  if  the  tin- 
bounder  is  not  acting,  in  my  opinion,  the  general  law  of  the  land 
applies  to  Cornwall  as  well  as  to  other  places,  and  though  the 
land  is  within  the  boundary  of  tin  bounds,  yet,  there  being  no 
tin-bounders  at  work,  or  claiming  to  work,  or  setting  up  any 
right  to  water,  the  man  who  dug  the  water-course  within  the  land, 
and  conducted  the  water  for  twenty  years  to  his  clay  works,  has 
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a  prior  right  to  that  water,  notwithstanding  the  water  originally 
flowed  and  was  within  the  land  subject  to  tin  bounds.  That 
would  give  the  plaintiff  the  verdict  with  respect  to  the  lower 
launder.  As  to  the  count  relating  to  the  upper  launder  I  must 
take  time  to  consider.  *  *  *  ^-j^^  ^g  aj.g  of 

opinion  that  the  plaintifE  acquired  no  right  to  this  stream  by  this 
user  thereof  for  twenty  years,  because  the  stream  was  an  artificial 
stream  made  to  flow  over  the  defendant's  land  by  the  operation 
of  miners,  and  the  miners  had  not  permanently  abandoned  their 
right  of  control  over  the  water  in  the  stream,  when  the  plaintiff 
diverted  it  by  the  upper  launder  to  his  works.  Rights  and  liabil- 
ities in  respect  of  artificial  water-courses  when  first  flowing  on 
the  surface  are  certainly  distinct  from  liabilities  in  respect  of 
natural  streams  so  flowing. 

"  The  water  in  an  artificial  stream  flowing  in  the  land  of  the 
party  by  whom  it  is  caused  to  flow,  is  the  property  of  that  party, 
and  is  not  subject  to  any  rights  or  liabilities  in  respect  of  other 
persons.  If  the  stream  so  brought  to  the  surface  is  made  to  flow 
upon  the  land  of  a  neighbor,  without  his  consent,  it  is  a  wrong 
for  which  the  party  causing  it  so  to  flow  is  liable.  If  there  is  a 
grant  by  the  neighbor,  the  terms  of  the  grant  regulate  the  rights 
and  liabilities  of  the  parties  thereto.  If  there  is  uninterrupted 
user  of  the  land  of  the  neighbor  for  receiving  the  flow  as  of 
right  for  twenty  years,  such  user  is  evidence  that  the  land  from 
which  the  water  is  sent  into  the  neighbor's  land  has  become  the 
dominant  tenement,  having  a  right  to  the  easement  of  so  send- 
ing the  water,  and  that  the  neighbor's  land  has  become  subject 
to  the  easement  of  receiving  that  water.  But  such  user  of  the 
easement  of  so  sending  on  the  water  of  an  artificial  stream,  is, 
of  itself  alone,  no  evidence  that  the  land  from  where  the  water 
is  sent  has  become  subject  to  tho  servitude  of  being  bound  to 
send  on  the  water  to  the  land  of  the  neighbor  below. 

"  The  enjoyment  of  the  easement  is,  of  itself,  no  evidence  that 
the  party  enjoying  it  has  become  subject  to  the  servitude  of 
being  bound  to  exercise  the  easement  for  the  benefit  of  the 
neighbor.  A  right  of  way  is  no  evidence  that  the  party  en- 
titled thereto  is  under  a  duty  to  walk,  nor  a  right  to  eavesdrop- 
ping on  the  neighbor's  land,  that  the  party  is  bound  to  send  on 
55 
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his  rain-water  to  that  land.  In  like  manner,  we  consider  that  a 
party,  by  the  mere  exercise  of  a  right  to  make  an  artificial  drain 
into  his  neighbor's  land,  either  from  mine  or  surface,  does  not 
raise  any  presumption  that  he  is  subject  to  any  duty  to  continue 
his  artificial  drain  by  twenty  years'  user.  Although  there  may 
be  additional  circumstances  by  which  that  presumption  wc  uld  be 
raised,  or  the  right  proved,  if  it  be  proved  that  the  stream  was 
originally  intended  to  have  a  permanent  flow,  or  if  the  party  by 
whom  or  in  whose  behalf  the  artificial  stream  was  caused  to  flow, 
is  shown  to  have  abandoned,  permanently,  without  intention  to 
resume  the  works  by  which  the  flow  was  caused,  and  given  up 
all  right  to,  and  control  over,  the  stream,  such  stream  may  be- 
come subject  to  the  law  relating  to  natural  streams.  But  the 
facts  here  do  not  raise  either  of  those  points.  The  law  relating 
to  natural  streams  is  entirely  different.  The  flow  of  a  natural 
stream  creates  mutual  rights  and  liabilities  between  all  the  ripa- 
rian proprietors  along  the  whole  of  its  course.  Subject  to  reason- 
able use  by  himself,  each  proprietor  is  bound  to  allow  the  water 
to  flow  on  without  altering  the  quality  or  quantity.  These 
mutual  rights  and  liabilities  may  be  altered  by  grant,  or  by  user 
of  an  easement  to  alter  the  stream,  or  by  diverting,  or  fouling, 
or  penning  back,  or  the  like.  If  the  stream  flows  at  its  source 
by  the  operation  of  nature ;  that  is,  if  it  is  a  natural  stream,  the 
rights  and  liabilities  of  the  party  owning  the  land  at  its  source 
are  the  same  as  those  of  the  proprietors  in  the  course  below.  If 
the  stream  flows  at  its  source  by  the  operation  of  man  ;  that  is,  if 
it  is  an  artificial  stream,  the  owner  of  the  land  at  its  source,  on 
the  commencement  of  the  flow,  is  not  subject  to  any  rights  or  liabil- 
ities toward  any  other  person  in  respect  to  the  water  of  that 
stream.  The  d^ner  of  such  land  may  make  himself  liable  to 
duties  in  respect  of  such  water,  by  grant  or  contract,  but  the  party 
claiming  a  right  to  compel  performance  of  those  duties,  must 
give  evidence  of  such  right  beyond  the  mere  sufifering  by  him 
of  the  servitude  of  receiving  such  water. 

The  rights  of  the  plaintift"  in  respect  of  the  two  launders  ex- 
emplify this  distinction.  For  the  lower  launder  the  plaintiff  had 
made  a  water  course  on  the  defendant's  land,  and  collected  the 
water  of  natural  springs  therein  and  brought  it  to  this  launder. 
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Foi  the  upper  launder  the  plaintiff  had  gone  to  the  edge  of  the 
defendant's  land,  and  received  there  into  the  launder  the  water 
of  the  tie,  where  it  would  have  flowed  into  the  natural  stream 
and  become  part  thereof.  In  respect  of  the  lower  launder  there 
was  dominant  actio  and  servient  ^aiiontia  for  twenty  years, 
and  so  there  was  good  evidence  of  an  easement  for  the  plaintiff, 
the  dominant  tenant.  In  respect  of  the  upper  launder  there 
was  no  dominant  actio  by  the  plaintiff,  nor  servient  patientia  by 
the  defendant,  on  the  defendant's  land  in  respect  of  the  stream 
while  on  that  land,  and  so  there  was  no  presumption  of  a  grant 
by  the  defendant,  no  evidence  of  a  right  in  the  plaintiff.  For 
the  law  relating  to  natural  streams  on  the  surface  we  refer  to 
Mason  v.  Hill,  5  B.  &  Ad.  1.  For  the  law  relating  to  subter- 
ranean water  to  Chasemore  v.  Richards,  2  H.  &  N.  168.  For 
the  law  relating  to  artificial  streams  we  refer  to  Arhwi^ight  v. 
Gell ;  Mayor  v.  Chadwich,  and  Wood  v.  Waud.  And  for  a 
clear  exposition  of  the  whole  law  on  this  class  of  easements  and 
servitudes,  we  refer  to  Gale  on  Easements,  262,  3d  ed.  In  Ark- 
wright  v.  Gell,  the  law  relating  to  artificial  streams  is  expounded 
with  clearness  and  vigor.  The  important  and  extensive  rights 
and  interests  connected  with  mining  are  protected  in  their  rela- 
tion to  the  rights  of  surface  owners.  In  this  case  the  question 
arose  between  the  surface  owner  and  the  mining  owner,  and  it 
was  held  that  the  mining  owner  who  had  brought  the  water 
to  the  surface  on  the  plaintiff  's  land  for  draining  a  mine,  might 
divert  it  when  deeper  draining  was  required,  and  all  the  mines 
of  the  district  that  might  be  un watered  by  the  drain  were  prop- 
erly treated  as  other  interests.  In  Mayor  v,  Chadwick,  no  law 
is  expounded,  but  doubts  upon  the  law  are  created  by  dissent 
from  some  governing  propositions  laid  down  in  Arkwright  v. 
Gell.  The  judge  at  the  trial  had  not  recognized  any  distinction 
between  natural  and  artificial  streams,  and  the  court  refused  a 
new  trial  for  misdirection  on  the  ground  that  the  blame  of  any 
miscarriage,  if  miscarriage  there  was,  ought  to  be  laid  on  the 
counsel  who  argued  at  the  trial.  The  result  of  that  case  would 
have  been  pernicious  to  all  miners  and  all  proprietors  improving 
land  by  draining ;  but  it  was  followed  by  Wood  v.  Waud,  in 
which  the  propositions  laid  down  in  Arkwright  v.  Gell,  relating 
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to  the  difference  between   artificial  and  natural  streams  are  re- 
affirmed.    In  this  case  the  question  arose  between  two  proprie- 
tors of  the  surface  over  whose  land  the  artificial  stream  flowed  in 
its  way  to  the  natural  stream,  and  it  was  held  that  as  between 
them  the  law  relating  to  natural  streams  did  not  govern.    This  case 
is  followed  by  Great/rex  v.  Ray  ward,  11  Ex.  384,  in  which  it  was 
decided  that  a  drain  on  the  surface,  made  for  the  purpose  of  drain- 
ing the  land  of  the  maker  thereof,  is  an  artificial  stream,  and  is  not 
subject  to  the  law  relating  to  natural  streams,  and  might  be  diverted 
after  twenty  years'  flow  into  the  plaintiff's  land,  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  drainage  of  defendant's  land.    These  cases  have 
been  followed  by  others  collected  in  the  treatise  above  mentioned, 
and  we  consider  that  the  distinction  between  natural  and  artificial 
streams  is  established  in  our  law,  and  that  the  flow  from  the 
upper  launder  was  not  such  an  artificial  stream  that  an  easement 
could  be  acquired  therein  by  twenty  years'  user.      For   these 
reasons  we  consider  that  the  plaintiff's  case,  as  to  the  upper 
launder,  failed,  and  that  the  rule  for  entering  the  verdict  on  the 
count  relating  thereto  for  the  defendant  must  be  made  absolute." 

Sec.  405.  In  Powell  v.  Butler,  5  Irish  Rep.  Com.  Law,  309,  it ' 
appeared  that  the  plaintiff's  land  adjoined  the  defendant  Ryan's 
land,  which  adjoined  the  land  of  the  defendant  James  Butler ;  that 
upwards  of  thirty  years  before  the  action  was  brought  an 
artificial,  defined  channel  was  cut  through  those  several  hold- 
ings, by  means  of  which  the  water  of  a  natural  stream  was 
diverted  from  its  natural  course,  and  was  caused  to  flow 
through  Ryan's  land,  thence  downward  through  Butler's  land, 
thence  downward  through  the  plaintiff's  land,  and  thence 
through  the  lands  of  other  persons,  until  flnally  the  water  was 
restored  to  its  natural  channel  at  a  lower  level,  and  that  all 
the  persons  through  whose  lands  the  water  so  flowed  in  the  arti- 
ficial channel  held  under  one  common  landlord ;  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  for  twenty  years  used  the  water  flowing  through  the 
artificial  channel  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating  his  land,  and  so 
continued  until  November,  1869,  when  the  defendant  Ryan  cut 
off  the  water  from  the  lands  of  the  defendant  Butler  and  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  for  this  obstruction  the  present  action  was  brought. 
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As  to  the  part  taken  by  each  of  the  defendants  in  cutting  off 
the  water  from  the  plaintiff's  land,  it  was  admitted  by  the 
defendant  Ryan  that  the  act  was  his.  As  to  the  defendant 
James  Butler,  evidence  was  given  that  he  had,  upon  two  pre- 
vious occasions,  obstructed  the  water  from  the  plaintiff" 's  land, 
but  had  been  compelled  to  restore  it  and  pay  the  plaintiff  com- 
pensation and  costs ;  and  that  upon  the  obstruction  by  E,yan  in 
November,  1869,  Ryan  asserted,  and  Butler  admitted,  that  there 
was  an  agreement  existing  between  them,  by  which  Ryan  was 
bound  to  cut  off  the  water  from  James  Butler's  land.  The 
existence  of  such  an  agreement  was,  however,  denied  by  James 
Butler  at  the  trial ;  and  as  to  the  defendant  Edward  Butler,  it 
was  shown  that  he  was  the  son  of  James  Butler,  lived  with  him, 
ira'naged  his  farm  and  expected  to  succeed  to  it ;  that  the  meadow 
land  on  James  Butler's  farm  through  which  the  artificial  channel 
ran,  was  plowed  in  the  season  preceding  the  obstruction  now  com- 
plained of,  and  that,  in  reference  to  the  latter  obstruction,  Edward 
Butler  had  stated  to  the  agent  of  the  estate  that  the  plaintiff 
had  no  right  to  the  water  course,  and  should  not  enjoy  it ;  that 
he  did  not  care  what  agreement  the  others  might  come  to,  and 
that,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  would  not  let  the  plaintiff 
have  the  water. 

The  learned  judge  left  two  questions  to  the  jury.  (1)  Whether 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  flow  of  water  ;  (2)  Whether  the 
defendants,  or  some  of  them,  had  obstructed  it ;  and  told  them  if 
the  defendant  Ryan  was  acting  in  concert  with  the  defendant 
Butler  in  the  obstruction,  all  three  would  be  liable  for  the  act ; 
and  he  called  attention  to  the  conversation  held  by  Edward  Butler 
with  the  agent,  and  to  thfe  fact  that  he  lived  with  his  father,  the 
defendant  James  Butler,  managed  the  land,  and  expected  to  have 
it  at  his  father's  death.  The  jury  having  returned  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff',  it  was  sustained  upon  appeal,  upon  the  ground  that 
twenty  years'  user  of  an  artificial  watercourse  having  its  origin 
under  the  circumstances  detailed,  created  a  right  thereto  that 
another  owner  could  not  lawfully  interfere  with. 

MoNAHAN,  C.  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  said  "  There  is  no 
doubt  a  right  may  be  acquired  by  user  in  an  artificial  course,  and 
while  all  the  evidence  goes  to  show  that  the  stream  in  this  case 


438  ARTIFICIAL    WATER-COURSES, 

was  created  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  tenants  through  whose  hold- 
ings it  runs,  there  is  nothing  to  suggest  the  truth  of  the  view  as 
to  its  origin  now  suggested  by  the  defendants." 

Sec.  406.  But,  while  the  owner  of  the  land  upon  which  the 
supply  originates,  may  divert  or  cut  off  the  water  entirely,  yet 
even  he  has  no  right  to  pollute  or  corrupt  the  water  to  the  injury 
of  those  through  whose  land  it  passes. 

While  he  permits  the  water  to  run  they  have  a  right  to  use  it 
for  any  purpose  they  choose,  and  he  is  bound  to  observe  in  this 
respect  the  rights  of  the  owners  below,  as  much  as  though  it  was 
a  natural  stream.* 

But  this  must  be  understood,  subject  to  this  qualification.  If 
the  business,  in  the  prosecution  of  which  the  water  is  produced, 
necessarily  fouls  the  same,  and  the  water  has  run  thus  fouled,  the 
land  owners  take  the  water  subject  to  such  fouling  as  has  existed 
in  connection  with  the  easement  of  flowing  the  water.  But  if  the 
water  has  been  suffered  to  run  in  a  pure  condition  for  twenty 
years,  rights  to  the  use  of  the  water  in  that  condition  attach  to 
the  stream,  and  if  after  that  time,  in  the  necessary  operations  of 
the  work  through  the  prosecution  of  which  the  water  is  produced, 
the  stream  is  polluted,  this  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  those 
owning  premises  over  which  the  water  flows,  and  others  who 
have  acquired  rights  therein,  and  is  an  actionable  nuisance.' 

Sec.  407.  In  the  case  of  Magor  v.  ChadwioJc,  last  cited,  it 
appeared  that  the  stream  or  water-course  claimed  by  the  plaintiff, 
flowed  from  the  mouth  of  an  adit,  or  underground  passage,  in 
adjoining  lands,  which  had  been  made  some  fifty  years  before  for 
the  purpose  of  exhausting  the  water  from  a  mine,  and  was  made 
by  the  owner  of  the  mine,  but  that  the  mine  had  not  been 
w^orked  for  more  than  thirty  years.  That  previous  to  that  time, 
while  the  mine  was  in  operation,  the  waters  were  charged  with 
such  dirt  and  impurities  as  were  necessarily  incident  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  mine.  But  after  work  upon  the  mines  had  ceased, 
the  plaintiffs  erected  a  brewery   upon   the  stream,  and  had,  for 

1  Trustees  v.  Dickinson,  9  Gushing        «  Magor  v.  Chadwick,  11  Ad.  &  El. 
(Mass.),  454  :  Woodbury  v.  Short,  17    584 ;  Wood  v.  Waud,  3  Exch.  748. 
Vt  387  "  ^  Arkwright  «.  Gell,  5  M.  &  W.  203. 
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more  than  twenty  years,  enjoyed  the  use  of  the  water  pure  and 
fit  for  that  purpose. 

The  defendants  resumed  the  use  of  the  adit  to  discharge  the 
water  from  another  copper  mine  near  the  old  one,  after  the  plain- 
tiff's rights  in  the  stream  had  become  fixed  by  twenty  years  user, 
and,  as  a  result,  the  waters  of  the  stream  were  fouled,  and  ren- 
dered unfit  for  the  plaintiff's  business, 

A  verdict  having  been  found  for  the  plaintiffs,  upon  hearing 
the  case  in  exchequer,  Lord  Penman,  C.  J.,  said  :  "  The  imputed 
misdirection  is,  that  the  law  ot  water-courses  is  the  same,  whether 
natural  or  artificial.  We  think  this  was  no  misdirection,  but 
clearly  right.  The  contrary  proposition,  that  a  water-course,  of 
whatever  antiquity,  and  in  whatever  degree  enjoyed  by  numerous 
persons,  cannot  bo  so  enjoyed  as  to  confer  a  right  to  the  use  of 
the  water,  if  proved  to  have  been  originally  artificial,  seems  to  us 
quite  indefensible,  and  the  late  case  in  the  exchequer  leads  to 
no  such  conclusion.  We  are  by  no  means  prepared  to  say  that 
the  circumstances  under  which  a  water-course  has  been  enjoyed, 
may  not  prove  it  to  have  been  without  right ;  or  that  a  universal 
practice  in  the  neighborhood  might  not  lead  to  fix  the  party  with 
knowledge,  that  those  who  cleared  a  mine  by  an  adit  notoriously 
reserved  to  themselves  the  right  of  working  the  mine  at  any 
time.  But  this  view  was  not  pressed  on  the  learned  judge  at  the 
trial. 

fc»Ec.  408.  In  determining  whether  the  owner  of  the  supply 
may,  after  twenty  years  continuous  discharge  of  the  water  in  a 
given  channel,  divert  or  pollute  it,  regard  must  be  had  to  the 
character  of  the  water-course,  and  the  uses  for,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  created. 

If  the  water-course  is  clearly  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  de- 
pendent upon  the  mode  in  which  the  owner  of  the  supply  may 
use  his  premises,  no  rights  can  be  acquired  therein,  as  against 
him,  that  will  prevent  him  from  cutting  it  off  altogether.' 

The  flow  of  water  from  a  drain  for  agricultural  purposes  for 
twenty  years,  will  not  give  a  right  so  as  to  prevent  the  owner  of 
the  drain  from  changing  its  level,  or  doing  any  act  in  reference 

Greatrex  v.  Hayward,  8  Welsb.  &  G.  293  ;  Wood  v.  Waud,  3  Exch.  748 
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thereto  that  may  be  rendered  necessary  for  the  improvement  of 
his  land.  The  reason  is  evident,  for  the  circumstances  are  such 
as  to  show  that  the  one  party  never  intended  to  give,  nor  the 
other  to  enjoy,  the  use  of  the  stream  as  a  matter  of  right.' 

In  Greatrex  v.  Hay  ward,  Alderson,  B.,  puts  this  case  as  an 
illustration  :  "  Take  the  case  of  a  farmer  who,  under  the  old  sys- 
tem of  farming,  has  allowed  the  liquid  manure  from  his  fold- 
yard  to  run  into  a  pit  in  his  neighbor's  field,  but  upon  finding 
that  the  manure  can  be  beneficially  applied  to  his  own  land,  has 
stopped  the  flow  of  it  into  his  neighbor's  pit,  and  converted  it  to 
his  ovra  use,  could  it  be  contended  that  the  fact  of  his  neighbor's 
having  used  this  manure  for  upward  of  twenty  years,  would 
give  the  latter  the  right  of  requiring  its  continuance." 

Seo.  409.  In  Wood  v.  Waud,  3  Exchq.  776,  Pollock,  C.  B., 
says:  "The  right  to  artificial  water- courses,  as  against  the  party 
creating  them,  must  depend  upon  the  character  of  the  water- 
course, whether  it  be  of  a  permanent  or  temporary  nature,  and 
upon  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  created.  The  enjoy- 
ment of  a  stream  for  twenty  years  diverted  or  penned  up  by 
permanent  embankments,  clearly  stands  upon  a  different  footing 
from  the  enjoyment  of  a  flow  of  water  originating  in  the  mode 
ot  occupation  or  alteration  of  a  person's  property,  and  presum- 
ably of  a  temporary  character,  and  liable  to  variation.  The  flow 
of  water  for  twenty  years  from  the  eaves  of  a  house  could  not 
give  a  right  to  the  neighbor  to  insist  that  the  house  should  not 
be  pulled  down  or  altered  so  as  to  diminish  the  quantity  of  water 
flowing  from  the  roof,' '  and  the  court  also  cites  the  case  of  per- 
sons who  in  the  use  of  mines  pump  out  the  waters  collecting 
therein,  and  thus  secure  a  continuous  flow  of  the  water,  and  adds, 
"  It  seems  clear  to  us  that  the  plaintiffs  could  not  maintain  an 
action  for  omitting  to  pump  water  by  machinery.  Nor,  -if  the 
colliery  owners  had  chosen  to  pump  out  the  water  from  the  pit, 
from  whence  the  stream  flowed  continuously,  and  caused  what  is 

'  Wood  v.  Waud,  ante.  369 ;  as  to  what  is  necessary  to  acquire 

'  Magor  V.  Chad  wick,  11  Ad.  &  El.  an  easement;  also  Bright  v  Walker,  1 
571 ;  See  Tickle  ■».  Brown,  4  Ad.  &  El.     C.  M.  &  R.  211. 
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termed   the   natural   flovF   to  cease,  could  the  plaintiffs  in  our 
opinion  have  sued  them  for  so  doing  ? "  ' 

Sec.  410.  Enough  has  already  been  said  to  show  the  grounds 
upon  which  rights  to  artificial  water-courses  attach,  and  the 
extent  thereof.  But  there  are  still  another  class  of  cases  that 
should  he  referred  to,  that  bear  upon  the  same  question  in  a  dif- 
ferent form,  and  that  is,  when  the  person  who  owns  the  supply 
that  feeds  an  artificial  stream,  also  owns  the  land  through  which 
the  same  flows,  divides  the  land  into  parcels  and  sells  it  with  the 
stream  flowing  there,  what  rights  to  the  stream  do  the  purchasers 
take?  Here  again  no  doubt,  the  nature  of  the  supply  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  produced,  and  all  the  circumstances  attend- 
ant thereon,  as  in  the  class  of  cases  previously  referred  to,  have 
an  important  bearing  upon  the  result.  In  the  one  case,  the  right 
depends  upon  a  positive  grant  of  the  soil,  and  in  the  other  upon 
a  presumed  grant.  In  the  case  of  a  grant  of  the  soil,  the  convey- 
ance, if  unqualified,  carries  with  it  all  that  is  annexed  thereto, 
as  well  as  all  easements  necessary  to  the  proper  enjoyment  of 
the  property,  which  are  apparent,  or  of  such  a  character  as 
to  be  discerned  upon  an  inspection  of  the  property,  while 
in  the  case  of  a  presumed  grant,  nothing  is  acquired  except 
what  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  uses  under  which  it  is 
claimed,  and  this  presumption  never  attaches,  except  when  it 
finds  reasonable  support  from  all  the  circumstances  attendant,  not 
only  upon  the  user,  but  upon  the  thing  claimed.  In  Pyer  v. 
Carter,  1  H.  &  N.  Exchq.  916,  the  plaintifi['  and  defendant  were 
the  owners  of  adjoining  tenements  which  had  formerly  belonged 
to  one  person,  and  been  used  as  one  house,  but  which  he  divided 
and  made  into  two.  In  July,  1853,  the  owner  ol  the  whole  tene- 
ment conveyed  the  defendant's  house  to  him  in  fee,  and  in  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year  conveyed  the  plaintiff's  house  to  him. 
No  reservation  of  an  easement  was  continued  in  either  convey- 
ance. At  the  time  of  the  conveyances  a  drain  or  sewer  ran  under 
the  plaintiff's  house,  and  thence  under  the  defendant's  house  and 
discharged  itself  into  a  common  sewer.    The  defendant  obstructed 

»  Gaved  v.  Martin,  L.  J.,  N.  S.  C.  P.     353  ;  Watkins  v.  Peck,  13  N.  H.  360  ; 

Beeston  v.  Weate,  5  E.  &  B.  986. 
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this  drain,  and  wholly  prevented  the  flow  of  waters  through  it 
where  it  entered  his  house,  and  as  a  consequence  in  every  rain 
storm  the  defendant's  house  was  flooded.  The  defendant  was 
not  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  drain  at  the  time  of  the  convey- 
ance to  him,  and  the  plaintiff"  might  have  constructed  a  new 
drain  from  his  house  to  the  common  sewer  for  a  small  cost. 
Upon  these  facts  a  verdict  was  entered  for  the  plaintiff"  by  the 
direction  of  the  court,  and  upon  hearing  in  exchequer  the  ver- 
dict was  sustained,  and  as  the  case  is  one  of  importance  and  of 
general  interest  to  the  profession,  and  not  readily  accessible,  I 
give  the  opinion  of  Watson,  B.  in  full.  He  said :  "  This  was 
an  action  for  stopping  a  drain  that  ran  under  both  the  plaintijQPs 
and  defendant's  houses,  taking  the  water  from  both.  The  cause 
was  tried  at  Liverpool,  before  Baron  Bramwell,  when  a  verdict 
was  entered  for  the  plaintiff,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  enter  a 
verdict  for  defendant  in  pursuance  of  leave  reserved  at  the  trial. 

"The  plaintiff" 's  and  defendant's  houses  adjoined  each  other. 
They  had  formerly  been  one  house,  were  converted  into  two 
houses  by  the  owner  of  the  whole  property.  Subsequently  the 
defendant's  house  was  conveyed  to  him,  and  after  that  convey- 
ance the  plaintiff"  took  a  conveyance  of  his  house. 

"  At  the  time  of  the  respective  conveyances,  the  drain  ran 
under  the  plaintiff's  house  and  then  under  the  defendant's  house, 
and  discharged  itself  into  the  common  sewer.  Water  from  the 
eaves  of  the  defendant's  house  fell  on  the  plaintiff's  house,  and 
then  ran  into  the  drain  on  plaintiff''s  premises,  and  thence  through 
the  drain  into  the  common  sewer.  The  plaintiff" 's  house  was 
drained  through  this  drain.  It  was  proved  that  by  the  expend- 
iture of  £6  the  plaintiff"  might  stop  the  drain,  and  drain  directly 
from  his  own  land  into  the  common  sewer.  It  was  not  proved 
that  the  defendant  at  the  time  of  his  purchase  knew  of  the 
position  of  the  drains. 

"  Under  these  circumstances  we  are  of  opinion,  upon  reason 
and  upon  authority,  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  our  judgment. 
We  think  that  the  owners  of  the  plaintiff" 's  houses  are,  by 
implied  grant,  entitled  to  have  the  use  of  this  drain  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conveying  the  water  from  his  house,  as  it  was  used  at  the 
time  of  the  defendant's  purchase.     It  seems  in  accordance  with 
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reason  that  where  the  owner  of  two  or  more  adjoining  houses 
sells  and  conveys  one  of  the  houses  to  a  purchaser,  that  such 
house  in  his  hands  should  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  all  the 
drains  from  his  house,  and  subject  to  all  the  drains  thus  neces- 
sarily used  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  adjoining  house,  and  that 
without  express  reservation  or  grant,' inasmuch  as  he  purchases 
the  house  such  as  it  is.  If  that  were  not  so,  the  inconveniences 
and  nuisances  in  towns  would  be  very  great. 

"  Where  the  owner  of  several  adjoining  houses  conveyed  them 
separately,  it  would  enable  the  vendee  of  any  one  house  to  stop 
up  the  system  of  drainage  made  for  the  benefit  and  necessary 
occupation  ol  the  whole. 

"  The  authorities  are  strong  on  this  subject.  In  Nicholas  v. 
Ghamherlaine,  Cro.  Jac.  121,  it  was  held  by  all  the  court  that 
'  if  one  erects  a  house  and  builds  a  conduit  thereto  in  another 
part  of  his  land,  and  conveys  water  by  pipes  to  his  house,  and 
afterward  sells  the  house  with  the  appurtenances,  excepting  the 
land,  or  sells  the  land  to  another,  reserving  to  himself  the  house, 
the  conduit  and  pipes  pass  with  the  house,  because  it  is  necessary 
and  quasi  appendant  thereto,  and  he  shall  have  liberty  by  law  to 
dig  in  the  land  for  amending  the  pipes  or  making  them  new  as 
the  case  requires.  So  if  a  lessee  for  years  of  a  house  and  land 
erect  a  conduit  upon  the  land,  and  after  the  term  the  lessor  occupies 
them  together  for  a  time,  and  afterward  sells  the  house  with  the 
appurtenances  to  one,  and  the  land  to  another,  the  vendee  shall 
have  the  conduit  and  the  pipes,  and  the  liberty  to  amend  them.' 
Shury  V.  Pigott,  Popham,  166;  S.  C,  3  Bulst,  339;  and  the 
case  of  Coppy  v.  I de  B.,  11  Hen.  7 ;  25  PI.  6,  support  this  view 
of  the  case,  that  where  a  gutter  exists  at  the  time  of  the  unity  of 
seisin  of  adjoining  houses  it  remains  when  they  are  aliened  by 
separate  conveyances,  as  an  easement  of  necessity.  It  was  con- 
tended, on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that  this  pipe  was  not  of 
necessity,  as  the  plaintifi"  might  have  obtained  another  outlet  for 
the  di-ainage  of  his  house  at  an  expense  of  6  I.  "We  think  that 
the  amount  to  be  expended  in  the  alteration  of  the  drainage,  or 
in  the  constructing  a  new  system  of  drainage,  is  not  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  for  the  meaning  of  the  word  '  necessity '  in 
the  cases  above  cited  and  in  Pennington  v.  Galland,  9  Exch.  1, 
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is  to  be  understood  the  necessity  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance, 
and  as  matters  then  stood,  without  alteration  ;  and  whether  or  not 
at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  there  was  any  other  outlet  for  the 
drainage  water,  and  matters  as  they  then  stood,  must  be  looked 
for  at  the  necessity  of  the  drainage. 

"  It  was  urged  that  there  could  be  no  implied  agreement  unless 
the  easement  was  apparent  and  continuous.  The  defendant  stated 
he  was  not  aware  of  this  drain  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  to 
him ;  but  it  is  clear  that  he  must  have  known  or  ought  to  have 
known  that  some  drainage  then  existed,  and  if  he  had  inquired, 
he  would  have  known  of  this  drain ;  therefore  it  cannot  be  said 
that  such  a  drain  could  not  have  been  supposed  to  have  existed ; 
and  we  agree  with  the  observation  of  Mr,  Gale  (Gale  on  Ease- 
ments, p.  53,  2d  ed.)  that  by  '  apparent  signs '  must  be  under- 
stood not  only  those  which  must  necessarily  be  seen,  but  those 
which  may  be  seen  or  known  on  a  careful  inspection  by  a  person 
ordinarily  conversant  with  the  subject.  We  think  that  it  was 
the  defendant's  own  fault  that  he  did  not  ascertain  what  ease- 
ments the  owner  of  the  adjoining  house  exercised  at  the  time  of 
his  purchase ;  and  therefore  we  think  the  rule  must  be  discharged." 

The  doctrine  announced  in  this  case,  is  a  marked  innovation 
upon  the  law  of  easements  by  implied  grant.  Yet  its  apparent 
equity  commends  it,  and  it  has  been  favorably  commented  upon 
by  numerous  cases  both  in  this  country  and  England,'  But  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  largest  latitude  given  as 
announced  in  this  case,  only  includes  those  easements  "  which 
may  be  seen  or  known  upon  a  careful  inspection  by  a  person 
ordinarily  conversant  with  the  subject."  Indeed,  the  court  say, 
in  justification  of  the  judgment,  that  "  it  is  clear  that  he  must 
have  known,  or  ought  to  have  known  that  some  drainage  then 
existed,  and  if  he  had  inquired  he  would   have  known  of  this 

'Curtis  «.  Ayrault,   47   N.   Y.    73;  Lewis,  2  Beas.  Ch.  (N.  J.)  439;  Dunk- 

Huttemier  «.  Albro,  laid.  53  ;  McCarty  lee  v.  Wilton  R.  R.  24  1S[.  H.  489 ;  Hall 

•0.    Kitchenman,  47    Penn.    St.    243 ;  «.  Lund,  1  H.  &  C.  676.     Questioned  in 

Dodd  ■».  Burchell,  1  H.  &  C.  121 :  Glove  PMllbrick  '6.  Ewing,  97  Mass.  138  ;  Car- 

®.  Harding,  3  H.  &  N.  944 ,  Crossly  v.  bray  «.   Willis,  7  Allen  (Mass.),  369 ; 

Lightower,  2  L.  R.  Ch.  Ap.  478  ;  Polden  Randall  «.    McLaughlin,  10   id.    366; 

t).  Bastard,  4  B.  &  S.  258 ;  Ewart  v.  Coch-  Warren  «.  Blake,  54  Me.  276  ;  and  con- 

rane,  1  H.  &  C.  681 ;  Worthington  «.  ditionally  in  Butterworth  t).  Crawford, 

Gimson,  2  E.  &  E.  618 ;  Butterworth  v.  ante  ;  and  in  Scott  v.  Bentel,  23  Grat. 

Crawford,  46  N.  Y.  349 ;  Seymour  «.  (Va.)  1. 
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drain."  Thus  it  will  >>e  seen  that  the  doctrine  is  only  intended 
to  apply  to  such  nec4ssary  eas&ments  as,  although  not  apparent, 
would  naturally  be  the  subject  of  inquiry.  That  the  court  ever 
intended  the  doctrine  to  have  a  greater  extent  than  to  include 
easements  actually  apparent,  and  such  as  are  of  such  obvious 
necessity  as  naturally  to  be  the  subject  of  inquiry,  is  not  oijly 
quite  evident  from  the  language  of  the  case  itself,  but  also  from 
the  comments  made  upon  the  doctrine  in  later  English  and 
American  cases  referred  to  in  the  last  note. 

Sec.  411.  A  question  arose  in  another  form,  and  differing  only 
in  the  fact  that  the  ditch  in  question  was  visible  to  all,  and  its 
existence  known,  in  Curtis  v.  Ayrault,  47  N.  Y.  73. 

In  that  case  the  question  arose  as  to  the  right  of  parties  taking 
their  title  from  a  common  source  charged  with  a  common  bur- 
then of  drainage,  to  interfere  therewith  to  the  prejudice  of  another 
owner.  It  appeared  that  on  the  13th  day  ol  January,  1849,  and  for 
many  years  prior  thereto,  one  Newbold  owned  and  was  in  possess- 
ion of  a  tract  of  farming  land  in  the  town  of  Caledonia,  between 
the  Genesee  river  and  the  Genesee  valley  canal,  on  the  western 
part  of  which  tract  was  a  marsh  or  swamp.  A  small  creek  known 
as  "  Indian"  or  "  Mackenzie"  creek  having  its  origin  in  a  swamp 
near  by,  entered  on  the  tract  near  its  south-west  corner,  through 
a  culvert  under  the  canal,  and  was  absorbed  in  a  marsh  in  New- 
bold's  tract. 

In  order  to  relieve  the  land  from  these  waters,  drains  were 
made  by  the  owner  of  the  tract  at  different  times  before  1849, 
and  among  others  a  drain  by  means  of  an  open  ditch  now  known 
as  the  Curtis  ditch,  running  easterly  from  the  marsh  to  a  cove  in 
the  river  on  the  east  end  of  the  tract ;  and  a  drain  by  nleans  of  a 
similar  ditch  known  as  the  Canal  or  State  ditch,  running 
northerly  from  Indian  creek  to  the  highway,  thence  along  the 
highway  to  a  sluice,  and  under  the  sluice  to  White  creek. 

The  Curtis  ditch  was  deepened  from  time  to  time,  and  formed 
an  artificial  channel  through  which  a  living  stream  of  water  ran 
throughout  the  year,  and  furnished  water  for  pasturage,  horses 
and  cattle,  at  the  east  end  of  the  tract  where  the  cove  was  located. 

The  land  was  not  divided  by  fences  or  otherwise  until  the  13th 
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of  January,  1849,  on  which  day  Newbold  sold  the  tract  in  five 
different  parcels,  by  deeds  dated  and  delivered  on  that  day ;  and 
for  aught  that  appears,  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

Each  deed  conveyed  the  lands  described  in  it  by  metes  and 
bonds,  "  with  the  appurtenances  and  all  the  estate,  title  and  inter- 
est "  therein  of  Newbold,  with  warranty  in  the  usual  form,  and 
neither  deed  contained  any  reference  to  any  ditch  or  stream  of 
water. 

The  plaintiff,  through  several  mesne  conveyances  from  the 
grantee  of  Newbold,  became  the  owner  of  lot  No.  5,  on  the  most 
easterly  parcel  of  said  tract,  which  contained  a  portion  of  the 
"  cove." 

The  defendant,  through  several  mesne  conveyances  from  parties 
other  than  those  through  whom  the  plaintiff  derived  title  to  his 
parcel  from  Newbold,  acquired  the  title  of  Newbold  to  the  most 
westerly  portion  of  the  tract,  or  lot  No.  1,  which  embraced  the 
marsh  and  the  "  canal "  ditch. 

The  intermediate  parcels,  two,  three  and  four,  became  the 
property  of  other  owners. 

The  plaintiff,  after  he  purchased,  used  the  waters  of  the  cove 
in  watering  cattle,  and  his  predecessors,  including  Newbold,  had 
done  the  same. 

Subsequently  to  1849  both  the  said  ditches  became  so  obstructed 
from  neglect,  that  the  land  in  lot  No.  1  was  again  marshy  and 
untillable. 

In  1853  Henry  E.  Rochester,  the  then  owner  of  that  lot,  under- 
took to  clear  out  and  enlarge  the  canal  ditch  and  its  connections, 
BO  as  to  make  a  more  efficient  drain  in  that  direction.  After  which 
he  sold  to  Swan,  who,  in  1864,  deepened  the  same  ditch  for  the 
same  pu:^pose ;  and  the  defendant,  having  purchased  from  Swan 
in  1865,  continued  the  same  work  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
thereby  caused  water  to  flow  from  the  marsh  through  the  canal 
ditch,  which  would  otherwise  have  passed  through  the  cove  ditch. 
The  court  directed  the  jury  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  defendant. 
FoLGER,  J.,  said:  "  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  jury  would 
not  have  been  warranted  in  finding  that  there  was  ever  a  natural 
stream  running  from  the  mouth  of  Indian  creek  or  from  the  marsh 
into  the  cove. 


ARTIFICIAL   WATEE-COURSES.  447 

"  There  are  some  expressions  which  might  indicate  this  if  they 
were  detached  from  the  mass  of  the  testimony  and  considered 
alone.  But  the  strong  force  and  preponderance  of  it  all  is  that 
only  in  time  of  high  water  did  the  waters  from  the  marsh  flow 
over  the  banks  of  the  river  or  of  the  cove,  and  not  then  in  a  reg- 
ular and  defined  channel.  When  the  flood  had  no  more  subsided 
than  so  as  to  leave  a  depth  of  three  or  four  feet  in  places  on  the 
marsh,  there  was  no  ovei-flow,  and  witnesses  for  the  plaintiff"  say 
in  explicit  terms  that  before  the  ditch  was  dug  there  was  no  reg- 
ular channel  for  the  flow  of  the  water  into  the  cove. 

"  The  waters  which  stood  upon  the  marsh,  or  were  held  in  par- 
tial suspense  in  the  earth,  were  in  legal  effect  surface  waters. 
They  belonged  to  the  owner  of  the  soil  on  which  they  stood  or 
through  which  they  soaked.  He  might  lawfully  lead  them  off  in 
such  direction  and  in  such  quantity  as  he  saw  fit,  and  no  neighbor 
could  complain,  for  no  neighbor  has  a  right  to  receive  them  by 
percolation.  The  owner  had  only  to  see  to  it  that  he  did  not 
injure  a  neighbor  by  discharging  them  upon  him  in  unusual 
quantity,  or  at  unusual  places.* 

"  This  state  of  facts  and  this  rule  of  law  accompanying  them 
continued  until  Newbold,  after  having  made  ditches,  divided  the 
tract  into  parcels  and  conveyed  the  parcels  to  different  grantees. 
And  even  had  he,  without  having  made  the  ditches,  divided  the 
tract  and  conveyed  the  parcels  to  different  owners,  the  same  rule 
would  have  applied.  The  grantee  of  any  parcel  would  have  had 
the  right  to  have  carried  off"  these,  being  surface  waters,  without 
affecting  any  right  of  any  one  to  receive  them  from  his  land. 
(See  cases  above  cited.) 

But  Newbold  being  the  owner  of  the  whole  tract  did  very 
much  affect  and  change  its  material  condition,  and  the  relations 
of  different  parts  of  it  to  each  other.  By  digging  ditches  and 
deepening  and  extending  them,  he  made  a  permanent  channel 
by  which  these  waters  flowed  in  a  continuous  stream,  from  and 
through  the  parcel  conveyed  to  the  grantor  of  the  defendant 
through  other  parcels,  on  to  and  through  the  parcel  conveyed  to 

*  Ellis  V.  Duncan  (Ct.  of  App.),  cited  v.  Taylor,  11  Exch.  369  ;  Broadbent  ». 
in  Goodale  «.  Tuttle,  29  N.  Y.  466 ;  Buf-  Ramsbotham,  id.  603  ;  Wheatley  v. 
f um  V.  Harris,  5  R.  I.  243 ;  Rawstron    Baugh,  1  Casey,  25  Penn.  St.  528. 
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the  plaintiff's  grantor.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  benefited 
the  lands  now  owned  by  the  defendant  by  freeing  them  from 
standing  water,  and  that  the  benefit  conferred  would  continue  so 
long  as  the  ditch  was  kept  open  and  free  below. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  at  the  present  day  the  continuance 
of  the  ditch,  and  the  keeping  of  it  open  and  free  above,  would 
be  a  benefit  to  the  lands  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  constant  and 
ample  supply  of  good  water  which  it  would  afford.  And  if,  at 
the  time  Newbold  made  sale  of  these  parcels  of  land,  these 
reciprocal  benefits  and  burdens  were  existing  and  apparent,  and 
were  part  of  the  advantages  possessed  by  these  lands,  and  part 
of  the  value  attached  to  them  in  the  estimation  of  those  dealing 
with  each  other  in  regard  to  them,  and  if  they  contracted  with  a 
reference  to  such  a  condition  of  the  lands,  neither  Newbold  nor 
his  respective  grantees  had  right  after  that  to  change  the  relative 
condition  of  one  parcel  to  the  injury  of  another  parcel  in  these 
respects.  This  principle  is  distinctly  stated  and  clearly  elucidated 
in  several  cases  does  not  need  particular  discussion  here. ' 

The  only  difiiculty  is  whether  the  facts  of  this  case  exactly 
square  with  the  requirements  of  the  rule  in  21  N.  Y.,*  laid  down 
in  these  words  :  "  The  parties  are  presumed  to  contract  in  refer- 
ence to  the  condition  of  the  property  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and 
neither  has  a  right,  by  altering  arrangements  then  openly  exist- 
ing, to  change  materially  the  relative  value  of  the  respective 
parts." 

Now,  some  stress  is  laid  upon  the  purpose  which  Newbold  had 
in  making  the  ditch,  and  it  was  claimed  that  it  was  naught  else 
than  to  drain  his  lands.  But  the  application  of  the  rule  does 
not  depend  solely  upon  the  purpose  for  which  the  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  tenement  by  the  owner.  It  is  the  open  and 
visible  effect  upon  the  parts  which  the  execution  of  the  purpose 
has  wrought,  which,  presented  to  the  view  of  the  purchaser  is 
presumed  to  infiuence  his  mind  and  to  move  him  in  his  bargain- 
ing. We  have  held  in  a  case  decided  in  this  court  in  September, 
1871,"  that   this   presumption   may  be  repelled   by  the   actual 

'  Lampman  v.  Milks,  21  N.  Y.  505  ;        *  Simmons  v.  Cloonan,  47  N.  Y.  3. 
Dunkles  v.  The  Milton  R.  R.  Co.,  4 
Foster  (N.  H.),  480. 
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knowledge  of  the  contracting  parties,  which  may  negative  any 
deductions  to  be  drawn  from  the  visible  physical  condition  of  the 
property.  And  so  far  a  knowledge  of  the  purpose  of  the  owner 
is  an  element. 

But  there  was  testimony  tending  to  show  that,  though  the  first 
and  always  the  chief  purpose  of  I^ewbold  was  to  drain  the  lands 
more  immediately  affected  by  the  marsh,  there  was  an  auxiliary 
purpose  to  furnish  all  other  lands  a  constant  and  full  supply  of 
water. 

The  question  whether  the  purchasers  from  Newbold  contracted 
with  him,  and  bought  these  lands  in  reference  to  their  conditions 
at  the  time  of  sale,  depends  as  well  upon  what  was  their  purpose 
and  understanding,  and  what,  from  the  physical  view  of  the  'land, 
might  be  inferred  to  be  the  effect  upon  them  in  their  estimate  of 
their  advantages  and  value,  with  this  artificial  stream  of  water 
led  through  the  different  parts  of  it.  And  the  question  for  decis- 
ion at  the  trial  was :  Considering  all  the  facts  established  by  the 
testimony,  and  all  the  inferences  properly  to  be  made  from  it, 
and  all  the  pi"esumptions  properly  to  be  indulged,  did  the  grantor 
of  the  plaintiff  in  arriving  at  the  price  he  would  pay,  consider  and 
have  a  right  to  consider  as  an  element  of  the  value  of  the  land  he 
was  bidding  for,  this  ditch  across  the  tract,  giving  this  supply  of 
water  through  it  ?  Now  there  is  testimony  tending  to  an  affirm 
ative  answer,  and  in  our  judgment  it  was  not  a  correct  disposition 
of  the  case  to  take  it  from  the  consideration  of  the  jury,  and  to 
direct  a  verdict  in  the  negative. 

In  the  first  place  we  have  shown  the  fact  that  this  pure  clean 
water  ran  to  this  parcel  of  land  in  full  and  constant  supply. 
This  condition  of  things  was  open  and  visible.  The  presumption 
arises  at  once  that  a  person  of  even  ordinary  judgment  in  quest  ol 
a  farm  must  perceive  this  advantage  and  be  influenced  by  a  con- 
sideration of  its  value.  Then  there  is  express  testimony  that  the 
plaintiff's  grantor,  the  grantee  of  Newbold,  had  been  before  the 
conveyance  to  him,  the  agent  of  Newbold  and  familiar  with  the 
premises,  and  that  he  knew  that  Newbold  was  used  to  pasture 
cattle  in  part  on  this  parcel  of  land,  and  that  they  found  their 
supply  of  water  in  the  stream  and  in  the  cove.  The  testimony 
also  tends  to  show  that  the  lands  are  peculiarly  advantageous  for 
57 
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the  pasturage  of  cattle  in  the  summer  and  of  keeping  them  through 
the  winter,  with  the  ultimate  purpose  of  marketing  them  as  fat 
cattle,  and  that  the  supply  of  this  water  through  this  ditch  was 
useful  and  necessary  therefor.  And  the  proof  is  ample  that  the 
water  was  of  use  to  the  land  and  of  great  value,  and  there  is  tes- 
timony tending  to  show  that  it  is  highly  necessary  t  >  its  full 
enjoyment. 

We  think  that  with  instructions  from  the  court  to  the  jury  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  announced  in  21  N.  T.  (supra)  it  should 
have  been  submitted  to  them  to  say  whether  the  grantee  of  New- 
bold  of  the  parcel  of  land  now  owned  by  the  plaintiff,  contracted 
for  it  in  reference  to  its  condition  in  respect  to  this  ditch  and  its 
water  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  whether  to  be  deprived  of  it  is 
to  lose  something  of  value  and  of  necessity. 

Nor  would  an  affirmative  answer  to  it,  and  a  judgment  in  accord- 
ance therewith,  impose  upon  the  defendant,  as  is  argued,  the 
necessity  of  keeping  up  a  swamp  on  his  land. 

The  benefits  and  burdens  of  this  ditch  are  reciprocal,  to  be 
enjoyed  and  borne  by  all  the  lands.  As  the  ditch  was  to  the 
observation  as  much  an  aqueduct  from  one  parcel  as  an  aqueduct 
to  another,  so  it  must  continue  to  be.  And  the  defendant  has  as 
good  right  that  it  should  lead  away  all  the  surface  water  and  all 
that  Indian  creek  brought  down,  as  the  plaintiff  has  that  it  should 
be  led.  So  that,  as  the  defendant  may  not  obstruct  the  ditch  to 
divert  the  water,  the  plaintiff  may  not  obstruct  it  to  prevent  its 
flow.  And  as  the  plaintiff  claims  that  the  defendant  may  not 
ditch  on  his  own  land  and  drain  away  this  water  in  another  direc- 
tion, he  must  permit  him  to  open  the  ditch  on  the  plaintiff's 
land,  so  that  it  may  be  effectual  for  the  defendant's  benefit. 

It  is  also  urged  that  the  act  of  the  defendant  complained  of  by 
the  plaintiff",  violated  no  right  of  his,  for  that  the  ditch,  the 
capacity  of  which  he  increased,  was  upon  the  land  of  the  d-efend- 
ant's  grantor  when  Newbold  sold  to  the  plaintiff''8  grantor.  The 
act  which  the  plaintiff  complains  of  is  the  diversion  of  water, 
which,  when  his  grantor  bought  of  Newbold,  was  flowing  to  the 
land  purchased.  It  matters  not  how  this  diversion  is  effected, 
whether  by  digging  a  new  ditch  or  deepening  an  old  one.  The 
reciprocal  rights  of  the  parties  (a  certain  state  of  facts  existing) 
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are  to  have  the  status  of  the  tract  maintained  as  it  was  when 
Newbold  sold.  If  water  then  ran  through  the  ditch  which 
Ayrault  has  deepened,  he  may  keep  a  stream  there  of  the  same 
volume  it  then  had,  but  maj  not  increase  its  volume  by  a  diver- 
sion of  the  water  which  then  flowed  to  the  plaintiff's  land. 

And  we  remark  here,  that  we  do  not  mean  to  conflict  with 
cases  cited  by  the  respondent,  such  as  Arkwright  v.  Gell,  5  M. 
and  "Welsby  203.  We  think  they  will  be  found  to  be  cases  in 
which  the  owner  of  land,  having  for  a  time  drained  the  surface 
water  from  it  in  a  certain  direction,  while  still  the  owner  of  the 
same  tract,  and  the  owner  of  the  whole  of  it,  sees  fit  to  change  the 
direction  of  the  drainage.  Though  he  may  have  yielded  in  the 
first  place  a  benefit  to  other  land  by  his  method,  he  was  not  pre- 
cluded from  abandoning  it  and  adopting  another,  for  he  had  sold 
none  of  the  land  benefited,  to  one  who  had  contracted  for  it  in 
reference  to  its  condition  of  benefit.  It  was  doing  with  his  own 
as  he  had  a  right,  the  right  of  no  one  else  having  intervened  by 
his  act.  It  was  a  dominant  tenement  foregoing  the  enjoyment  of 
an  easement  upon  a  servient  one.  In  the  case  in  hand,  both  tene- 
ments, by  the  acts  of  the  former  owner  of  both  as  a  whole,  have 
become  each  dominant  and  each  servient  to  the  other  as  their 
respective  needs  require.  Had  there  been  no  drain  until  the  sev- 
erance of  the  great  tract  into  parcels,  and  then  the  defendant  on 
his  parcel  had  drains  leading  to  the  plaintiff 's  parcel,  which  stop- 
ping afterwards,  he  had  made  others  elsewhere,  and  of  this  the 
plaintiff  had  complained,  the  cases  cited  would  have  been  in 
point." 

s  Kc.  412.  In  the  case  of  Watts  v.  Kelson,  6  L.  E.  Eq.  Cas.  166,  it 
appeared  that  a  small  stream  flowed  from  the  defendant's  premises 
to  the  plaintiff's  premises,  and  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  to  the 
plaintiff  there  was  near  to  the  house  purchased  by  the  defendant, 
and  on  the  ground  purchased,  a  tank  which  stopped  the  natural 
flow  of  the  water,  and  an  artificial  drain  or  culvert  into  which  the 
water  flowed  from  the  tank  through  a  considerable  distance  to 
another  tank,  also  in  the  property  purchased  by  the  defendant,  and 
from  that  tank  there  were  two  pipes  which  conducted  the  water  to 
the  yard  of  the  plaintiff's  cattle-sheds,  where  it  could  be  used  by 
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the  occupier  of  the  plaintiff's  premises  for  any  purpose  that  he 
required.  This  artificial  water-course  was  originally  made  for  the 
express  purpose  of  supplying  the  cattle-sheds  with  water,  and  was 
made  by  the  owner  of  both  properties.  According  to  several  of 
the  witnesses,  it  was  not  originally  supplied  with  water  from 
the  upper  tank,  but  from  a  lower  part  of  the  stream.  It  was 
admitted,  however,  that  as  early  as  the  year  1860  the  connection 
was  formed  between  the  upper  tank  and  the  drain  which  con- 
ducted the  water  to  the  lower  tank,  and  that  from  that  time  the 
lower  tank  was  exclusively  supplied  with  water  from  the  upper 
tank.  Water  was  thus  obtained  much  more  pure  than  if  it 
was  taken  from  the  stream  after  it  had  entered  the  plaintiff's 
land. 

It  was  alleged  by  the  defendant  that  the  plaintiff  having,  after 
he  purchased  his  own  property,  become  in  the  year  1864  tenant 
of  the  property  now  belonging  to  the  defendant,  had  altered  the 
upper  tank  by  making  a  hole  in  its  lower  side,  and  placing  an 
iron  hatch  over  the  hole,  and  that  the  effect  of  this  was  to  raise 
the  water  in  the  tank,  and  to  increase  the  flow  of  the  water 
through  the  artificial  water-course.  The  court,  however,  came  to 
the  conclusion,  upon  the  evidence,  that  before  the  iron  hatch  was 
placed  on  the  tank  there  had  been  a  wooden  hatch,  or  some 
wooden  contrivance,  which  practically  served  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing the  water  in  the  tank,  so  as  to  cause  it  to  flow  freely  down  the 
artificial  water-course  to  the  lower  tank,  and  that  the  plaintiff 
was  not  proved  to  have  made  any  such  alteration  in  the  water- 
course as  could  affect  any  right  to  the  water  he  might  otherwise 
have. 

The  cattle  sheds  no  longer  existed  on  the  plaintiff's  land,  their 
place  being  occupied  by  cottages,  and  the  water  being  used  by  the 
tenants  for  domestic  purposes.  The  judgment  of  the  court  was 
delivered  by  Sir  G.  Mellisk,  L.  J.,  who  said :  "  We  are  clearly 
of  opinion  that  the  easement  in  the  present  ca;^.  was  in  its  nature 
continuous.  There  was  an  actual  construction  on  the  servient 
tenement  extending  to  the  dominant  tenement  by  which  water 
was  continuously  brought  through  the  servient  tenement  to  the 
dominant  tenement  for  the  use  of  the  occupier  of  the  dominant 
tenement.     According  to  the  rule  as  laid  down  by  Chief  Justice 
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Ekle,  the  right  to  such  an  easement  as  the  one  in  question  would 
pass  bj  implication  of  law  without  any  words  of  grant,  and  we 
think  that  this  is  the  correct  rule;  but  if  words  of  grant  are  neces- 
sary, we  also  think  that  the  general  words  in  this  case  are  amply 
sufficient  tc  pass  the  easement.  It  was  a-  water-course  with  the 
premises  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance,  used  and  enjoyed. 

"  We  may  also  observe  that  in  Langley  v.  Hammond  (Law  E,ep., 
3  Ex.  161)  Baron  Bramwell  expressed  an  opinion,  in  which  we 
concur,  that  even  in  the  case  of  a  right  of  way,  if  there  was  a 
formed  road  made  over  the  alleged  servient  tenement,  to  and  for 
the  apparent  use  of  the  dominant  tenement,  a  right  of  way  over 
such  road  might  pass  by  a  conveyance  ol  the  dominant  tenenxent 
with  the  ordinary  general  words.  We  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  go  through  the  large  number  of  cases  cited  in  the  argument, 
and  it  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  two  or  three  of  them. 

"  In  the  old  case  of  Nicholas  v.  Chamherlain  (Cro.  Jac.  121)  it 
was  held  by  all  the  court,  upon  demurrer,  that  if  one  erects  a 
house,  and  builds  a  conduit  thereto  in  another  part  of  his 
land  and  conveys  water  by  pipes  to  the  house,  and  afterward 
sells  the  house  with  the  appurtenances,  excepting  the  land,  or 

.  l|  sells  the  land  to  another,  reserving  to  himself  the  house,  the  con- 
duits and  pipes  pass  with  the  house,  because  they  are  necessary, 
and  quasi  appendant  thereto.  This  case  has  always  been  cited 
with  approval,  and  is  identical,  not  only  iu  principle,  but  in  its 
actual  facts,  with  the  case  now  before  us.  It  was  expressly 
approved  of  by  Lord  Westbuey  in  Suffield  v.  Brown  (12  W.  K., 

J  356),  where,  though  he  objected  to  the  decision  in  Pyer  v.  Garter 
(1  H.  &  N.  916),  in  which  it  was  held  that  a  right  to  an  existent 
continuous  apparent  easement  was  impliedly  reserved  in  a  con- 
veyance by  the  owner  of  two  houses  of  the  alleged  servient 
houses,  yet  he  seems  to  agree  that  a  right  to  such  an  easement 
would  pass  by  implied  grant  where  the  dominant  tenement  is 
conveyed  first. 

"  Wardle  v.  BrocMehurst  (1  E.  &  E.,  1058)  is  also  a  direct 
authority,  that  by  a  grant  of  a  farm  with  the  usual  general  words 
the  benefit  of  a  culvert  and  a  stream  of  water  running  through 
the  lands  of  the  vendor  to  the  farm  granted  passed ;  and  Lord 
Campbell  says :  "  The  land  must  be  taken  to  be  conveyed  in  the 
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state  in  which  it  then  was ;  that  is,  we  must  take  it  that  the  cul- 
vert so  bringing  down  the  water  and  all  the  water-courses  are 
granted,  not  only  those  which  belong  to  and  appertain  to  the 
premises,  but  also  those  which  were  used  and  enjoyed  therewith." 
This  judgment  was  affirmed  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  and  it 
was  held  that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  use  the  water  not 
only  for  the  farm  which  was  sold  to  him,  but  for  a  manufactory 
which  he  possessed  beyond. 

"It  was  objected  before  us,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that 
on  the  severance  of  two  tenements  no  easement  will  pass  by  an 
implied  grant,  except  one  which  is  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
tenement  conveyed,  and  that  the  easement  in  question  was  not 
necessary.  We  think  that  the  water-course  was  necessary  for  the 
use  of  the  tenement  conveyed.  It  was,  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
veyance, the  existing  mode  by  which  the  premises  conveyed  were 
supplied  with  water,  and  we  think  it  is  no  answer  that  if  this 
supply  was  cut  otf  possibly  some  other  supply  might  have  been 
obtained.  We  think  it  is  proved  on  the  evidence  that  no  other 
supply  of  water  equally  convenient  or  equally  pure  could  have 
been  obtained.  We  are  also  of  opinion,  having  regard  to  the 
general  words  in  the  conveyance,  that  the  language  of  the  con- 
veyance was  sufficient  to  pass  the  right  to  the  water-course,  even 
if  it  was  not  necessary,  but  only  convenient  for  the  use  of  the 
premises.  It  was  further  objected,  that  the  fact  of  the  plaintiff 
having  pulled  down  the  cattle  sheds  and  erected  cottages  in  their 
place,  deprived  him  of  the  right  to  the  use  of  water.  We  are 
of  opinion,  however,  that  what  passed  to  the  plaintiff  was  a  right 
to  have  the  water  flow  in  the  accustomed  manner  through  the 
defendant's  premises  to  his  premises,  and  that  when  it  arrived  at 
his  premises  he  could  do  what  he  liked  with  it,  and  that  he  would 
not  lose  his  right  to  the  water  by  any  alteration  he  might  make 
in  his  premises." 

Sec.  413.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  when  an  owner  of  two 
tenements  sells  one  of  them,  or  the  owner  of  an  entire  estate 
Bells  a  portion  of  it,  the  purchaser  takes  the  tenement  or  estate 
with  all  the  benefits  and  burdens  that  are  used  in  connection 
wiih^  and  appear  at  the  time  of  sale  to  helong  to  it,  or  that  are 
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of  such   obvious  necessity  as   naturally   to   be   the   subject   of 
inquiry.' 

In  Hali  V.  Lund '  a  question  arose  between  the  occupants  of 
two  mills  as  to  the  rights  which  each  took  as  incident  to  the 
premises  under  the  fo]lo^ving  state  of  facts :  The  defendant  occu- 
pied his  mill  as  a  bleachery,  and  discharged  the  refuse  from  his 
works  through  a  drain,  partly  open  and  partly  covered,  into  the 
stream,  some  three  or  four  hundred  feet  above  the  plaintiflf 's  mill. 
This  discharge  occurred  about  seven  times  a  fortnight,  and 
necessarily  polluted  the  stream.  Previous  to  the  occupancy  of 
the  mill  by  the  defendant,  it  had  been  used  as  a  bleachery  by  the 
lessee,  of  whom  the  defendant  purchased,  and,  in  Sept.,  1858, 
the  old  lease  was  surrendered  to  the  landlord,  and  a  new  one 
executed  to  the  defendant,  who,  in  the  lease,  was  described  as  a 
"  bleacher."  The  habendum  of  the  lease  contained  the  usual 
clauses  as  to  appurtenances,  and  also  a  clause  by  which  it  was 
agreed  that  all  improvements,  buildings,  erections  so  made  by 
the  defendant  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  "  bleaching," 
should,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  belong  to  the  lessor.  In 
1859  the  plaintiff  purchased  both  mills,  and  the  defendant  con- 
tinuing to  discharge  the  refuse  from  his  mills  through  the  drains 
into  the  stream,  an  action  was  brought  against  him  therefor.  A 
verdict  was  directed  for  the  defendant,  and  upon  hearing  in 
exchequer,  the  verdict  was  upheld.  Pollock,  C.  B.,  said  :  "  It 
has  been  urged  that  no  apparent  easement  passed  by  the  lease, 
and  that  the  previous  mode  of  the  user  of  the  premises  cannot 
be  inquired  into,  hut  I  thinh    ive  are  at  liberty  to  ascertain  the 

1  Dodd  v.  Burchell,  1  H.  «&  C.  113 ;  ed,  affords  a  very  proper  indication  of 

Lampman  v.  Milks,  21  N.  Y.  505 ;  Hall  what  rights  over  his  remaining  land 

11.  Lund,  1  H.  &  C.  677.  he  intends  to  pass  as  accessory  to  it." 

Phear  on  Waters,  73,  says  :  "  When-  Mr.  Gale,  in  his  excellent  "work  on 
ever  the  owner  of  lands  divides  his  Easements,  p.  85,  in  discussing  the 
property  into  two  parts,  granting  away  question  as  to  what  constitutes  an  ap- 
one  of  them,  he  is  taken  by  implica-  parent  easement,  thus  lays  the  founda- 
tion to  include  in  his  grant  all  such  tion  for  the  doctrine  adopted  by  the 
easements  over  the  remaining  part  as  court  in  Pyer  v.  Carter,  "  By  apparent 
are  necessary  for  the  reasonable  en-  easement  must  be  understood,  not  only 
joyment  of  the  part  which  he  grants,  those  which  must  necessarily  be  seen, 
in  the  form  which  it  assumes  at  the  hut  those  which  may  he  seen  or  knoxon 
time  he  transfers  it.  If  the  grantor  on  a  careful  inspection  of  the  premises 
has  already  treated  this  portion  as  hy  a  person  ordinarily  conversant  mth 
separate  property,  the  mode  in  which  the  subject." 
he  enjoyed  it  or  suffered  it  to  be  enjoy- 
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mode  in  which  the  premises  had  been  enjoyed  by  the  previous 
lessee  ;  their  enjoyment  as  bleaching  works  being  the  object  of 
the  lease.  It  is  conceded  that  the  former  lessee  nsed  this  stream 
for  carrying  off  this  refuse,  and  I  cannot  see  any  difference  in 
that  case  and  taking  water  from  a  stream  and  returning  it  in  a 
foul  condition.  The  lessor,  with  full  knowledge  of  the  mode  in 
which  the  premises  had  been  used  by  the  former  lessee,  grants 
to  the  defendant  a  new  lease  for  the  same  purpose,  and  the  plain- 
tiff stands  in  the  same  position  as  the  lessor,  and  cannot  derogate 
from  his  grant.''"' 

"Wilde,  B.,  who  also  delivered  an  opinion  in  the  case,  said : 
"  It  appears  to' me,  that  in  cases  of  implied  grant  the  implication 
must  be  confined  to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  premises  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which,  according  to  the  obvious  purposes  of  the  grant, 
they  are  demised.  *  *  *  Each  case  must  stand  on  its  own 
circumstances  and  the  intention  of  the  parties,  to  be  ascertained 
from  the  character,  state  and  use  of  the  premises  at  the  time  of 
the  grant." 

Sec.  414,  In  Lampman  v.  Milks,  21  N".  Y,  505,  it  appeared 
that  the  grantor  of  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  originally  owned 
a  tract  of  about  40  acres  of  land  through  which  a  small  creek 
ran.  In  its  natural  course  it  would  run  over  about  a  half  acre  of 
low  ground  which  was  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff  for  a  building 
lot,  and  upon  which  he  erected  a  house.  Some  ten  years  prior 
to  the  conveyance  to  the  plaintiff  the  owner  of  the  40-acre  tract 
diverted  the  water  of  the  creek  so  that  it  did  not  cover  the  plain- 
tiff's land.  After  the  conveyance  to  the  plaintiff  the  defendant 
purchased  the  balance  of  the  premises,  and  soon  afterward 
restored  the  creek  to  its  natural  channel,  and  thus  sent  the  water 
over  the  plaintiff's  yard.  For  this  injury  the  action  was  brought, 
and  upon  hearing  in  the  court  of  appeals  Denio,  J.,  said  :  "  The 
rule  of  the  common  law  on  this  subject  is  well  settled.  The 
principle  is,  that  when  the  owner  of  two  tenements  sells  one  of 
them,  or  the  owner  of  an  entire  estate  sells  a  portion  of  it,  the 
purchaser  takes  the  tenement,  or  portion  sold,  with  all  the  benefits 
and  burdens  that  appear  at  the  time  of  sale  to  belong  to  it,  as 
between  it  and  the  property  which  the  vendor  retains,     *     *     » 
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No  easement  exists  so  long  as  the  unity  of  possession  remains, 
because  the  owner  of  the  whole  may  at  any  time  rearrange  the 
quality  of  the  several  servitudes,  but  upon  severance  by  the  sale 
of  a  part,  the  right  of  the  owner  to  redistribute  ceases,  and  ease- 
ments or  servitudes  are  created  corresponding  to  the  benefits  or 
burdens  existing  at  the  time  of  sale.''^ ' 

Sec.  415.  But  an  easement  cannot  be  enlarged  or  exercised  in 
a  manner  essentially  diflerent  from  that  granted  or  required,  or 
80  as  to  injuriously  affect  others.*  The  burden  must  not  be 
increased,  but  the  right  may  be  exercised  to  its  full  limit,  and  in 
any  way  that  does  not  increase  the  burden  or  change  the  char- 
acter of  the  servitude.  "Repairs  may  be  made  when  necessary, 
and  the  owner  of  the  dominant  estate  for  that  purpose  may  enter 
upon  the  servient  estate  and  dig  or  do  any  act  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  making  necessary  repairs.  Thus  the  owner  of  a  mill 
and  pond  with  an  easement  for  the  discharge  of  the  water 
through  a  raceway  over  another's  land,  may  enter  upon  the  servi- 
ent estate  to  cleanse  or  repair  it  in  any  way.'  The  rule  as 
adopted  in  Nicholas  v.  Chamberlain  is  recognized  fully  by  the 
courts  of  this  country.  In  that  case  it  was  said  that  "  if  one 
erects  a  house  and  builds  a  conduit  thereto,  in  another  part  of 
his  lam^d,  and  convey  water  by  pipes  to  the  house,  and  after- 
ward sells  the  house  with  the  appurtenances,  excepting  the  land, 
or  sell  the  land  excepting  the  house,  the  conduit  and  pipes  pass 
with  the  house,  because  it  is  necessary,  et  quasi,  appendant 
thereto ;  om,d  he  shall  have  liberty  by  law  to  dig  in  the  land  for 
amending  the  pipes  or  making  them  new,  as  the  case  may 
require." 

'  Nicholas  v.  Chamberlain,  Cro.  Jac.  Jac.  121 ;  Prescott  v.  White.  21  Pick. 

121 ;  New  Ipswich  Factory  v.  Batchel-  (Mass.)    341  ;    Pomfret    v.    Ricroft,    1 

der,  3  N.  H.  190  ;  Hazard  v.  Robinson,  Saund.  322  ;  Fraily  v.  Waters,  7  Penn. 

3  Mason  (N.  S.),  272  ;  Thayer's.  Payne,  »t.  221 ;  Gerrard  v.  Cooke,  2  B.  &  P. 

2  Cush.  (Mass.)  327  ;  Cox  v.  Matthews,  207  ;  Peter  v.  Daniel,  5  C.  B.  568 ;  Wil- 

Ventris,  237 ;  Parker  v.  Foote,  19  Wend,  liams  v.  SafEord,  7  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  309. 

(N.  Y.)  309 ;  Coutts  v.  Graham,  1  M.  &  But   this   doctrine   only   applies   to 

W.  396 ;  Crompton  ■».  Richards,  1  Price,  necessary  easements  and  "is  not  appli- 

27;  Riveriere  v.  Bonner,  R.  &  M.  21  ;  cable  to  light  and  air,  hence  where  one 

Unrted  States  v.  Appleton,  1  Sumner  erects  a  house  with  windows  opening 

(U.  S.),  492.  upon  another  lot  owned  by  him,  and 

-  Beals  V.  Stewart,  6  Lans.  (N.  Y.  S.  sells  the  house,  no  easement  to  have 

C.)  408  ;  Roberts  v.  Roberts,  7  id.  55.  the  light  and  air  enter  those  windows 

^  Prescott  V.  Williams,  5  Met.  (Mass.)  passes   by  the  deed.     Keats  v.  Hugo, 

429  ;    Nicholas  v.    Chamberlain,   Cro.  115  Mass.  204. 
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CHAPTER  TWELFTH. 

MILLS   AND   MILL-OWNERS. 

Sec.  418.  Relative  rights  of  mill-owners  on  the  same  dam. 

417.  Right  restricted  to  use  of  water  according  to  the  capacity  of  the 

stream. 

418.  Restrictions  as  to  erection  of  dams. 

419.  Same  continued. 

420.  Prescriptive  rights  and  how  acquired. 

421.  Prescriptive  right  measured  by  the  user. 

422.  Rule  in  Gilford  «.  Lake  Co 
433.  Rule  in  Lawlor  v.  Potter. 
424.  Rule  in  Carlisle  «  Cooper. 

435.  Change  of  machinery. 

436.  Rights  of  ancient  mills. 

437.  What  constitutes  a  mill-seat. 
428.  Same  continued. 

Sec.  416.  As  between  mill-owners  upon  the  same  dam,  their 
riejhts  are  to  be  construed  according  to  the  grants  under  which 
they  hold,  and  in  reference  to  their  prescriptive  rights,  if  any 
have  been  acquired.  It  is  said  that  prior  appropriation,  when  there 
are  other  rights,  gives  no  superior  advantage  or  rights,  and  this 
is  true.  But  those  having  mills  wp  a  stream  have  this  advantage 
over  those  whose  mills  are  lower  down  ;  they  may  detain  the 
water  reasonably,  for  the  propulsion  of  their  machinery,  even 
though  the  proprietors  of  mills  below  are  thereby  prevented  from 
receiving  their  water  in  as  beneficial  a  manner  as  they  otherwise 
would,  and  this  even  though  the  upper  mill  is  a  modern,  and 
the  lower  mill  is  an  ancient  one.  Such  reasonable  detention  as 
between  mill  owners  is  no  cause  of  complaint,  and  operates  no 
violation  of  a  right.  The  fault  lies,  not  with  the  upper  mill-own- 
ers, but  in  the  capacity  of  the  stream,  itself ^     As  to  what  is  2i  rea- 

^  In    Thurbur    v.    Martin,    2    Gray  water  to   the   plaintiflf's    mill.      The 

(Mass.),  394,  the  plaintiff  had  for  more  court  held  that  the  defendant  was  in 

than  50  years  been  the  proprietor  of  a  the  exercise  of  a  lawful  right ;  that  he 

dam   and   mill   upon   a  stream.     The  might    lawfully  apply  the   water   to 

defendant,  being   a    riparian    owner,  beneficial   uses  as   against  the  lower 

erected  a  dam  higher  up  the  stream  mill-owner,  even  though  the  natural 

and  used  the  water  to  propel  the  ma-  flow  of  the  water  to  the  plaintiff 's  mill 

chinery  of  a  mill,  thereby  interrupt-  was  disturbed.    Bealy  v.  Shaw,  6  Eastj 

ing   the    usual   and   natural    flow   of  208 ;  Piatt  v.  Root,  16  Johns.  (N.  Y.) 
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sonable  use  of  water  on  a  stream,  is  always  a  question  of  fact  to 
be  determined  by  a  jury,  and  is  to  be  arrived  at  first  by  ascer- 
taiuing  the  capacity  of  the  stream,  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  works  sought  to  be  propelled  thereby,  the  kind  of  wheels  and 
machinery  used,  and  the  reasonable  necessities  of  the  mill-owner 
in  view  of  all.  those  facts,  and  the  custom  of  the  country,  if  there 
be  any,  in  a  beneficial  application  of  the  water/     A  man  must 
adjust  his  uses  of  the  water  to  the  capacity  of  the  stream.     He 
may  not  erect  a  dam  and  build  mills  to  be  propelled  by  the  water 
of  a  stream,  that  in  their  requirements  are  far  beyond  the  ordi- 
nary capacity  of  the  stream  to  supply  the  power  for,  neither  has 
he  a  right  to  use  wheels  which  require  an  excessive  amount  of 
water  to  propel ;  but  in  his  use,  both  in  the  requirements  of  the 
works  and  in  the  character  of  his  machinery,  he  must  have  a  rea- 
sonable regard  to  the  ordinary  capacities  of  the  stream,  and  when 
he  has  thus  conformed  his  use  of  the  water  to  the  capacity  of  the 
stream,  he  may  detain  the  water  from  the  mills  below  to  the 
extent  necessary  to  make  it  beneficial  to  him,  even  though  it  takes 
the  entire  water  of  the  stream.'     If,  however,  there  is  sufficient 
water  for  all  the  mills,  if  reasonably  used,  then  it  is  the  right  of 
each  mill-owner  to  require  of  the  others  such  a  use  of  the  water 
as  shall  yield   him  his  proper  supply.^     The  upper  owner  may 
detain  the  water  so  long  as  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  work- 
ing his  mills;  but  he  must,  at  his  peril,  see  to  it  that  he  does  not 
unnecessarily  or  unreasonably  detain  it.* 

92 ;  Palmer  v.  Mulligan,  3  Caines  (N.  46  N.  Y.  511 ;  Timm  v.  Bear,  29  Wis. 

Y.),  307 ;    Davis  v.  Winslow,  51   Me.  254. 

390  ;   Parker  v.   Hotchkiss,   25   Conn.  ^  g^o^  ^_  Parsons,  28  Vt.  459. 

351 ;  Olney  v.  Fenner,  2  R.  I.  211  ;  Mar-  *  Whalen  v.  AW,  29   Penn.  St.  98  , 

tin  V.  Bigelow,2  Aiken  (Vt.),  185;  King  Pollitt  ».  Long,  3  N.  Y.  S.  C.  Rep.  (Par- 

V.    Tiflfapy,  9   Conn.    162;    Barrel   v.  sons'   Ed.)  232;  Snow  v.  Parsons,  28 

Wells,  22  Pick.  (Mass.)  237.  Vt.  459  ;  Parker  v.  Hotchkiss,  25  Conn. 

1  Thomas  w.  Brackney,  17  Barb.  321;  Barrett  v.  Parsons,  10  Gush. 
(N.  Y.  S.  C.)  654  ;  Hill  v.  Waud,  2  Gil-  (Mass.)  367.  In  Timm  -o.  Barr,  29  Wis. 
man  (111.),  285  ;  Gould  ti.  Boston  Duck  254,  it  is  held  that  an  upper  mill- 
Co.,  13  Gray  (Mass.),  442 ;  Sampson  u.  owner  has,  generally,  no  right  to  de- 
Hoddinott,  38  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  241;  ^rive  the  lower  mill-owners  of  the 
Pollitt  «.  Long,  3  N.  Y.  S.  C.  Rep.  natural^ flow  of  the  water,  and  that  in 
(Parsons' Ed.)  232;  58  Barb.  (N.Y.S.  C.)  determining  what  is  a  reasonable  de- 
79  ;  Hetrick  v.  Deshler,  6  Barr  (Penn.),  tention,  reference  may  be  had  to  the 
32.  kind  of  machinery  used  in  the  upper 

^  Gould  «.  Boston  Duck  Co.,  13  Gray  mill,  and  its  adaptability  for  use  on 

(Mass.),  442 ;  Pollitt  y.  Long,  3  N.  Y.  such  a  stream.     See  Brace  v.  Yale,  99 

S.  C.   (Parsons'  Ed.)  232;  Whalen  v.  Mass.  488;  Clinton -y.  Myers,  46  N.  Y. 

Ahl,  29  Penn.  St.  98 ;  Clinton  v.  Myers. .  511 
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Seo.  417.  As  to  what  is  a  reasonable  detention  or  use  of  water 
is  always  a  question  of  fact  to  be  determined  by  the  jury  from 
the  circumstances  of  each  case,  and  in  determining  the  question, 
a  variety  of  considerations  are  to  be  considered,  such  as  the  size 
of  the  stream,  the  adaptability  of  the  machinery  to  the  ordinary 
condition  and  volume  of  the  stream,  the  uses  to  which  it  is  or 
can  be  applied,  as  well  as  the  character  of  the  machinery  used  as 
compared  with  the  improvements  in  machinery  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose, and,  in  the  language  of  Foster,  J.,  in  a  recent  case  in 
New  Hampshire,  "  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  it  is  or  is  not  a  reasonable  use  of  the  stream ;  and  in  deter- 
mining that  question  the  extent  of  the  benefit  to  the  mill-owner, 
and  of  the  inconvenience  to  others,  may  very  properly  be  con- 
sidered." ' 

Sec.  418.  The  right  of  a  mill-owner  is  to  use  the  water,  but  he 
has  no  right  to  divert  it  entirely  from  the  stream.  If  he  conducts 
it  away  from  the  stream  to  a  mill,  he  must  see  to  it  that  it  is 
returned  again  before  it  leaves  his  premises  so  that  an  owner 
below  is  not  damaged  by  the  act."  So  too,  a  mill-owner  is  bound 
to  so  maintain  his  dam  (unless  he  has  acquired  a  prescriptive  right 
to  do  so  otherwise)  as  not  to  set  the  water  back  upon  the  land, 
or  the  wheels  and  machinery  of  an  upper  mill,'  or  so  as  to  dis- 
charge it  in  2b  fitful  manner,  to  the  injury  of  an  owner  below,^ 

The  rights  of  a  riparian  owner  to  dam  the  stream  have  been 
previously  discussed.  The  right  exists  so  long  as  it  can  be  done 
without  injury  to  the  property  or  rights  of  others,  but  if  a  dam 
is  erected  so  as  to  injure  the  lands  above  or  below  the  mill  by 
flooding  them,  or  otherwise  producing  injury  thereto  of  which  the 
dam  is  the  proximate  cause,  it  is  a  nuisance,  and  its  maintenance 

'  Norway  Plains  Co.  v.  Bradley,  52  B.  &  Ad.   258 ;  Butz  v.  Ihric,  1    Rawle 

N.  H.  110;   Hays  v.  Waldron,  44  id.  (Penn.),  218;  Stiles  «.  Hooker,  9" Cow. 

584  ;  Bassett  v.  Salisbury  Manufactur-  (N.  Y.)  266  ;  Gilman  ®.  Tilton,  5  N.  H. 

taring  Co.,  43  id.  567.  '  232  ;  Hodges  v.  Raymond,  9  Mass.  316  ; 

'Sackrider  v.  Beers,  10  Johns.  (N.  Hill    u.    Ward,   2   Gilman  (111.),   285; 

Y.)  241;  Brissell  ■».  Shall,  4  Dallas  Check  «.  McAily,  11  Rich.  (S.  C.)  153. 
(U.  S.),  211 ;  Merritt  v.  Brinkerhoff,  17        ■*  Stein  v.  Burden,  29  Ala.  127 ;  Mabie 

Johns.  (N.  Y.)  306  ;  Stein  v.  Burden,  29  v.   Mattieson,  17   Wis.  1 ;   Corning  v. 

Ala.  127.  Troy,  etc.,  39  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  311 ; 

=•  Wright  v.  Howard,  1  Sim.  &  Stu.  Davis  v.  Getchell,  50  Me.  604 ;  Hulme 

;Ch.)    203;    Saunders    v.   Newman,  1  ».  Shrieve,  3  Green's  Ch.  (N.J.)  116. 
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unlawful.'  If,  by  hoarding  the  water  by  a  dam,  the  water  is  set 
back  and  held  so  that  it  impairs  the  health  of  those  living  on  the 
stream,  or  as  to  impair  their  comfort  by  reason  of  the  noxious 
vapors  arising  therefrom,  this  is  not  only  an  actionable  but  an 
indictable  nuisance.'  Or  if  it  interferes  with  the  drainage  of 
lands,'  destroys  springs,*  charges  the  soil  with  water,'  or  causes 
ice  to  accumulate  or  to  be  thrown  thereon,*  or  in  any  way  inter- 
feres with  the  natural  condition  of  the  land  or  the  rights  of  land 
owners,  its  maintenance  is  unlawful  and  imposes  upon  those  main- 
taining it  liability  for  all  the  natural  and  probable  consequences 
flowing  therefrom.' 

Sec.  419.  So,  too,  in  the  erection  of  dams,  lower  owners  are 
restricted  to  the  erection  of  such  dams  as  will  not  set  back  the 
water  upon  the  wheels  of  upper  mill-owners,  or  in  any  wise  inter- 
fere with  the  free  and  unobstructed  operation  thereof.'  He  can- 
not subtract  from  the  power  of  an  upper  owner  by  throwing  the 
water  back  upon  him.*  Nor  does  it  make  any  difference  whether 
the  upper  owner  has  a  mill  upon  his  premises  or  not,'*  and  if  the 
water  is  set  back  upon  the  premises  of  one  who  has  a  mill  site, 
even  though  the  lands  are  not  overflowed,  the  backing  of  the 
water  creates  an  actionable  injury." 

In  the  erection  of  a  dam,  the  person  erecting  it  is  bound  to 
regard  the  character  of  the  stream,  and  the  incidents  of  the 
locality,  and  if  it  is  subject  to  extraordinary  and  violent  freshets, 
even  though  occurring  only  at  intervals  of  several  years,  he  is 
bound  to  construct  his  dam  of  sufiicient  strength  to  resist  such 
freshets,  and,  failing  in  that,  he  is  liable  for  all  the  damages  that 

'  Hill  V.  Ward,  3  Gilman  (111.),  285  ;  «  Smith    v.   Agawam   Canal    Co.,   2 

Haas  V.  Chaussard,  17  Tex.  588.  Allen  (Mass.),  355. 

'-'  Kounslar  v.  Ward,   Gilmer    (Va.),  '  Amoskeag  Co.    v.  Goodale,  46  N. 

127 ;  Rhodes  v.  Whitehead,  27  Texas,  H.  53. 

304.  8  Graver  v.   Scholl,    42    Penn.    67 ; 

^  Bassett  v.  Company,  43  N.  H.  573  ;  Waring  v.  Martin,       Wright  (Penn.), 

Trustees  o.  Youmans,  50  Barb.  (N.  Y.  281 ;  Shreve  v.  Voorhees,  2  Green's  Ch. 

S.  C.)  328  ;  Johnstone  v.  Roane,  3  Jones'  (N.   J.)    25  ;  Thompson  v.  Crocker,  9 

(N.  C.)  Law,  523  ;  Barron  v.  Lundry,  15  Pick.   (Mass.)  59 ;    Good   v.  Dodge,  3 

La.  An.  681 ;  Hooper  v.  Wilkinson,  id.  Pittsburgh     (Penn.),    557 ;     Ripka    v. 

497.  Sargeant,  7  S.  &  R.  (Penn.)  9  ;  Pixley 

*  Payne  v.  Taylor,  3  A.  K.  Marsh,  v.  Clark,  35  N.  Y.  525 ;  Stout  v.  Mc 

(Ky.)328;    Neal    v.   Henry,  1  Meigs  Adams,  2  Scam.  (111.)  67. 

(Tenn.),  17.  9  Good  v.  Dodge,  ante. 

^  Pixley  V.  Qark.  25  N.  Y.  ;  35  id.  >"  Stout  v.  Mc  Adams,  ante. 

579.  11  Amoskeag  v.  Goodale,  43  N.  H.  56. 
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ensue,'  The  restriction  imposed  by  law  upon  mill-owners  in  the 
erection  of  dams,  is,  that  they  must  not  essentially  injure  those 
above  or  below  them  in  the  use  of  the  stream,  or,  as  stated  in  a 
recent  well-considered  case  in  New  Hampshire,"  "  so  as  not  5^7?- 
sihly  and  injuriously  to  affect  the  rights  of  other  mill-owners." 

Sec.  420.  Prescriptive  rights  by  long  user  of  the  water  in  a 
particular  way  may  be  acquired,  and  when  acquired  are  added  to 
the  natural  right,  and  to  the  extent  of  such  increase,  are  a  com- 
plete defense  to  actions  for  injuries  resulting  from  a  use  of  the 
water  in  excess  of  the  natural  right.  Prescriptive  rights  may  not 
only  be  acquired  against  riparian  owners  either  above  or  below 
him  on  the  stream,  but  also  against  mill-owners  upon  the  same 
dam.  Thus  one  mill-owner  who  has  the  right  to  use  a  certain 
quantity  of  water  from  the  pond  by  grant,  and  in  a  certain  way, 
or  at  certain  times  of  the  day,  may  acquire  the  right  by  twenty 
years'  adverse  use  in  larger  quantities,  for  a  different  purpose  or 
at  a  different  time,  to  use  the  water  in  a  manner  entirely  differ- 
ent from  the  terms  of  his  grant.  But  in  order  to  acquire  a  pre- 
scriptive right,  his  use  must  be  adverse,  open,  continuous,  unin- 
terrupted and  as  of  right,  and  with  the  knowledge  and  acquiescence 
of  the  owner  of  the  estate  affected  thereby.' 

Thus  it  is  held  that  when  one  has  maintained  a  dam  at  a  given 
height  for  twenty  years,  this  raises  the  presumption  of  a  grant  to 
maintain  it  at  that  height  in  a  state  of  perfect  repair.  But,  if 
during  that  period  it  has  not  flooded  the  lands  above,  if,  when 
repaired,  it  produces  that  result,  the  dam  is  a  nuisance,  and  an 
action  lies  for  all  injuries  produced  by  flooding  the  upper  land 
the  same  as  though  it  was  a  new  dam.* 

'  Gray  v.  Harris,  107  Mass.  493.  but     see    Jackson    «.    Harrington,    2 

'^  Norway  Plains  Co.  v.  Bradley,  52  Allen    (Mass.),  242;    Norway    Plains 

N.  H.  86.  Co.  ■».  Bradley,  52  N.  H.  108 ;  Winne- 

^  Yard  v.  Ford,  2  Wm.  Saunders,  175,  peseogee  Lake  Co.  v.  Young,  40  id.  420; 
6  note  ;  Parker  -».  Foote,  19  Wend.  Burnham  v.  Kempton,  44  id.  78.  See 
(N.  Y.)  309 ;  Luce  «.  Carey,  24  id.  Colwell  v.  Thayer,  5  Met.  (Mass.)  253 ; 
451;  Stokes  v.  Appomattox  Co.,  3  Ray  «.  Fletcher,  12  Cusli.  (Mass.)  200 ; 
Leigh  (Va.),  318  ;  Watkins  v.  Peck,  13  Hinds  v.  Schultz,  39  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.) 
N.  H.  360 ;  Thomas  ®.  Marshfield,  13  600.  But  the  right  will  only  be  co- 
Pick.  (Mass.)  240  ;  Winnepesogee  Lake  extensive  with  the  use,  and,  though 
Co.  V.  Young,  40  N.  H.  420.  the   dam  has   been   maintained  at  a 

*  Stiles  V.  Hooker,  7    Cow.  (N.  Y.)  given    height     for    the     prescriptive 

266 ;    Russell    «.    Scott,    9    id.    279  ;  period,  yet  if  during  that  time  it  haa 

Mertz   V.  Dorney,  25   Penn.   St.  519 ;  not  been  kept  in  repair,  so  as  to  set  the 
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Sec.  421.  But  this  must  be  understood  as  subject  to  the  condition 
that  the  use  of  the  water  in  a  particular  way,  in  order  to  confer  a 
prescriptive  right,  must  not  only  be  "  adverse^  under  a  claim  of 
rights  exclusive,  continuous  wnd  uninterrupted^''  but  such  use 
must  be  known  to,  and  acquiesced  in,  hy  the  owner  of  the  rights 
affected  thereby,  and  the  burden  of  proving  these  conditions  is 
upon  the  person  asserting  the  claim.*  But  a  use  of  water  for 
however  long  a  period,  lacking  in  either  of  these  elements,  con- 
fers no  prescriptive  right. " 

Sec.  422.  In  Gilford  v.  Lake  Co.,  52  N".  H.  262,  Smith,  J.,  in 
delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  thus  laid  down  the  rule: 
"  Merely  maintaining  a  dam  for  twenty  years,  without  thereby 
raising  the  water  on  the  plaintiflPs  land  often  enough  to  give 
notice  that  they  claimed  the  right  to  flow  it,  would  not  give  the 
defendants  a  prescriptive  right  to  flow  plaintiffs  land  as  high  as  it 
could  be  flowed  by  means  of  that  dam.  The  mere  erection  and 
maintenance  of  the  dam  did  no  injury  to  the  plaintifis,  and  fur- 
nished them  no  ground  of  action  against  the  defendants.  It  is  not 
the  right  to  erect  or  maintain  a  dam  upon  their  own  land,  that  the 
defendants  seek  to  establish  by  prescription,  for  that  they  have 
already.  They  may  build  and  maintain  a  dam  on  their  own  land 
at  any  height ;  unless  it  pens  back  the  water  on  the  plaintifPs 
land,  the  plaintifis  could  not  complain  or  maintain  an  action 
against  them  for  an  invasion  of  their  right.  It  is  not  the  height 
of  the  dam,  but  of  the  water,  which  does  the  injury.  It  is  not 
the  height  of  the  dam  but  of  the  water  of  which  the  plaintifis 
complain.  *  *  *  Xo  gain  a  prescriptive  right  there  must 
be  something  more  than  a  mere  intention  to  do  some  act  on  the 
plain tiiP  s  land.  The  land  owners  on  the  shores  of  this  lake  are 
not  hound  to  make  annual  pilgrimages  to  Lake  village  to  meas- 

water  back  upon  the  lands  above,  the  Esling  v.  Williams,  10  Peun.   St.  266; 

owner  of  the  dam  will  be  liable  for  all  Tracey  v.  Atherton,  36  Vt.  514  ;  Evans 

damages   resulting   from  the    setting  n.    Daner,   7   R.   I.    311  ;     Mitchell   v. 

back  of  the  water  when  the  dam  is  in  Parks,  26  Ind.   354  ;  Finicum  Fishing 

repair  beyond  that  what  is  covered  by  Co.  v.  Carter,  61   Penn.    St.  40  ;  Olney 

his  use.     Carlisle  v.    Cooper,  4  C.  E.  v.  Gardner,  4  M.  &  W.  406 ;  Arnold  v 

Green  (N.  .J.'),  260  ;  Mertz  v.  Dorney,  25  Stevens,  24  Pick.    (Mass.)   106  ;  Wat- 

Penn.  St.  519.  kins  a.  Peck,  13  N.    H.  360;  Luce   v. 

1  Mehans  v.  Patrick,  1  Jones  (N.  C.)  Corley,  24  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  451. 
23 ,  Gentleman  v.    Soule,  32   111.  279  ;        ^  Ainerican  Co.  v.  Bradford,  27  Cal 

American  Co.  v.  Bradford,  27  Cal.  366;  366  ;  Gilford  o.  Lake  Co.,  52  N.  H.  262. 
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ure  the  dam  of  the  Lake  Co.,  and  employ  an  engineer  to  calculate 
whether,  if  kept  tight  and  full,  it  can  he  used  to  throw  water  on 
their  landy ' 

The  fact  that  the  dam  owner  exercised  the  right  of  flowing  the 
land  as  often  as  he  chose,  is  not  the  test.  The  question  is,  did 
he  exercise  the  right  so  often,  and  in  such  a  way,  as  to  invade  the 
rights  of  the  plaintiff,  and  as  to  operate  as  a  notice  of  the  extent 
of  his  claim  ? ' 

So  where  a  mill-owner  has  used  flush  boards  in  dry  times,  for 
the  period  of  twenty  years,  taking  them  off  upon  a  rise  of  water, 
he  does  not  thereby  acquire  a  right  to  maintain  them  upon  the 
dam.  In  order  to  acquire  a  pj'escriptive  right  to  the  use  of  the 
water  in  a  particular  way  the  use  must  be  such  as  is  in  violation 
of  the  rights  of  others,  and'  such  as  is  actionable  on  the  part  of 
those  affected  thereby,  although  it  need  not  be  such  as  to  pro- 
duce actual  damage.' 

Sec.  423.  In  Lawlor  v.  Potter,  1  Hannay  (New  Brunswick),  328, 
an  interesting  question  was  raised  as  to  the  right  of  a  mill-owner 
to  raise  the  water  in  dry  seasons  by  means  of  flush  boards,  whereby 
the  lands  of  supra-riparian  owners  were  flooded,  and  rendered 
useless  for  the  purposes  of  cultivation.  It  appeared  that  the 
defendant  was  the  owner  of  a  mill  and  dam,  and  during  a  dry 
time  when  the  stream  was  low,  he  put  on  logs  and  raised  the 
water  and  overflowed  the  plaintiff's  lands  during  the  dry  season, 
more  than  ever  had  been  done  by  the  original  dam,  so  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  unable  to  cut  hay  from  portions  of  his  premises  bordering 
on  the  stream  from  which  he  would  otherwise  have  been  able  to 
take  it.  Upon  the  trial  of  the  case  the  judge  charged  the  jury  [ 
that,  if  the  defendant's  dam  had  for  the  period  of  twenty  years 

'  Carlisle  v.  Cooper,'  4  C.  E.  Green  Carlisle  «.  Cooper,  6  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.), 

(N.  J.),  356 ;  Stiles  «.  Hooker,  7  Cow.  578 ;  Burnham  y.  Kempton,  44  N.  H. 

(N.  T.)  356 ;  Metz  t.  Dorney,  35  Penn.  90 ;  Carlisle  «.  Cooper,  4  C.  E.  Green 

St.  519;    Sargent  «.   Stark,  13  N.   H.  (N.  J.),  363.    But  see  Hall  «.  Augsbury, 

333  ;  Burnham  «.  Kempton,  44  id.  78  ;  44  N.  Y.  633  ;  Marcly  v.  Shultz,  38  id. 

Courtauld  «.  Legh,  L.  R.,  4  Ex.  136.  353;  Hynds  v.  Shultz,  39  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 

•^  Lowe  «.  Carpenter,  6  Ex.  835  ;  Carr  600. 

«.  Foster,  3   Q.   B.   581 ;    Lake  Co.  «.  *  Hynds  ».  Shultz,  39  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 

Young,  40  N.  H.  430.  600  ;  Grigsby  v.  Clear  Lake  Co.,  40  Cal. 

3  King  «.  Tiffany,  9  Com.  163;  Law-  407  ;  Marcly  v.  Shultz,  39  N.  Y.  353; 

lor  ».  Potter,  1  Hannay  (N.  B.),  338  ;  Pierce  ®.  Travers,  97  Mass.  306. 
Mertz   v.    Dorney,  35   Penn.   St.   519 ; 
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previous  to  the  action,  been  maintained  at  its  present  height,  and 
had  thus  been  kept  up  and  maintained  continuously  for  the  period 
of  twenty  years,  and  had  backed  up  the  water  so  as  to  overflow  the 
land  above,  then  there  could  be  no  recovery.  But  that,  if  the  de- 
fendant by  raising  his  dam  by  means  of  permanent  or  temporary 
devices,  and  thereby  overflowed  more  of  the  upper  land,  or  over- 
flowed land  which  had  only  been  partially  flooded  before,  or  if 
the  original  dam  only  overflowed  the  land  in  a  particular  way, 
and  at  particular  seasons  of  the  year,  any  change  in  the  dam 
which  occasioned  an  overflow  in  a  difierent  manner,  or  at  differ- 
ent or  other  seasons  of  the  year,  would  be  a  nuisance,  and  action- 
able as  such.  This  judgment  was  affirmed  upon  appeal.  The 
use  of  flush  boards,  or  any  devices  whereby  the  height  of  the 
dam  or  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  pond  is  increased,  whether 
in  wet  seasons  or  dry,  is  unlawful  and  a  nuisance,  and  is  action- 
able, even  though  no  special  damage  results  therefrom,  because, 
if  kept  up  for  twenty  years  a  right  to  use  them  is  thereby  gained 
by  prescription.  But  this  must  be  qualified  with  the  condition 
that  the  water,  during  the  season  when  the  flush  boards  or  other 
devices  are  used,  raises  the  water  in  the  channel  beyond  what  it 
would  be  raised  at  that  season  by  the  original  dam. 

The  rule  generally  adopted  seems  to  be  that  it  is  not  the  height 
of  the  dam  that  regulates  and  measures  the  rights  of  the  parties 
to  flood  the  lands  of  supra-riparian  owners,  but  the  height  of  the 
water  as  ordinarily  and  usually  kept  in  the  dam  when  Tcept  in 
repair,  as  dams  are  kept  for  profitable  and  economical  use} 

Sec.  424.  In  Carlisle  v.  Cooper  it  was  held,  in  a  case  where  a  right 
to  flood  lands  by  prescription  was  claimed  that  the  fact  that  the  darrh 
had  been  maintained  at  a  given  height  for  twenty  years,  was  not 
conclusive  of  the  right  of  the  party  to  maintain  his  dam  at  that 
height,  but  that  it  must  be  shown  that  the  dam  during  all  that 
time  had  been  maintained  in  such  a  state  of  repair  that  the  right 
of  flooding  would  be  maintained  to  the  full  height  of  the  dam, 
and  tliat  where  a  dam  had  been  allowed  to  remain  in  a  leaky  con- 
dition and  out  of  repair  for  two  years,  so  as  not  to  amount  to 

'  Cailisle  v.  Cooper,  6  C.  E.  Green  St.  519 ;  Burnham  v.  Kempton,*44  N. 
(N.  J.),  578  ;  Mertz  o.  Dorney,  25  Penn.     H.  90  ;  Smith  v.  Ross.  17  Wis.  227. 
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full  assertion  and  maintenance  of  the  right  to  the  full  height  of 
the  dam,  those  two  years  would  not  be  counted  as  a  part  of  the 
prescriptive  period.  A  different  rule  would  certainly  be  pro- 
ductive of  fraud,  and  would  be  exceedingly  oppressive,  as  it 
would  enable  parties  surreptitiously,  and  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  owners  of  estates  to  be  affected  thereby,  to  impose  bur- 
dens upon  their  estates,  without  their  knowledge  and  without 
the  power  of  resistance  on  their  part ;  and  would  also  be 
opposed  to  the  fundamental  principles  controlling  the  law  of  pre- 
scription, which  requires  that  the  use  should  be  open^  adverse,  as 
of  right,  and  continuous,  during  the  requisite  period. 

The  dam  must  be  kept  in  such  a  condition  as  to  amount  to  a 
full  exercise  of  the  right  claimed  during  the  entire  period. 
Merely  temporary  suspensions  in  the  user,  such  as  occur  from 
accidental '  or  necessary  cause,"  that  are  not  permitted  to  continue 
for  any  considerable  period,  will  not  defeat  the  right,  but  a  neglect 
to  keep  the  dam  in  such  a  state  of  repair  as  to  fairly  amount  to 
an  assertion  and  continuance  of  the  right  to  set  back  the  water 
to  the  full  extent  which  the  dam  in  a  perfect  state  of  repair 
would  set  it  back,  would  restrict  the  party  to  a  use  of  the  water 
commensurate  only  with  that  which  he  had  exercised,  with  the 
dam  in  the  condition  in  which  it  had  ordinarily  been  maintained. 

In  Mertz  v.  Dorney,  25  Penn.  St.  519,  the  defendant  had  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years  maintained  his  dam  at  a  given  height, 
but  during  all  that  time  it  had  been  in  a  defective  state  of  repair 
and  leaky,  so  as  not  to  hold  and  set  back  the  water  as  it  would 
have  done  if  it  had  been  kept  tight  and  in  repair.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  twenty  years  the  defendant  repaired  and  tightened  his 
dam  without  increasing  its  height,  and  as  a  result  the  water  was 
set  back  upon  the  plaintiff's  land  beyond  what  it  had  ever  for- 
merly been,  during  the  twenty  years,  and  it  was  held  that  the 
defendant  was  responsible  for  all  damages  resulting  from  the 
setting  back  of  the  water  beyond  what  it  had  formerly  been  set 
back  by  the  dam  in  its  leaky  and  defective  condition.  It  is  the 
use,  that  measures  the  right,  and  this  is  to  be  determined  from 
the  ordinary  effects  of  the  dam  upon  the  lands  above,  and  the 

'  Hoaff  V.  Delorme,  30  Wis.  594.  «  Perrin  v.  Garfield,  37  Vt.  310  ;  Brace 

V.  Yale,  10  Allen  (Mass.),  443. 
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condition  in  which  the  dam  has  been  kept,  together  with  the  con- 
dition of  the  stream,  and  the  uses  to  which  it  has  been  applied 
by  the  owner  of  the  dam  during  the  prescriptive  period.' 

Sec.  425.  As  between  mill-owners,  an  ancient  mill  has  no 
right  to  change  its  machinery,  by  putting  in  such  as  requires 
more  water,  or  as  is  in  any  measure  a  nuisance  to  other  mill- 
owners  on  the  stream.  The  antiquity  of  a  mill  affords  no  pro- 
tection against  liability  for  injuries  thus  inflicted,  for,  as  to  the 
new  wheel  or  other  machinery,  it  will  be  treated  as  a  new  mill.' 

So,  where  a  mill,  ancient  or  otherwise,  has  been  used  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose,  as  a  saw-mill,  grist-mill  or  paper-mill,  it  may  not 
apply  the  water  to  any  other  class  of  machinery  or  business 
requiring  more  power  to  the  injury  of  others,  but  it  may  use  the 
same  quantity  of  water  that  was  formerly  required  in  any  other 
business,  unless  by  grant  it  is  specially  restricted  to  a  particular 
and  special  use.' 

But  when  water  rights  are  granted  with  specific  restrictions  as 
to  the  application  of  the  water,  it  must  be  applied  only  in  the 
mode  specified  in  the  grant.  The  restrictive  clause  must,  how- 
ever, be  positive  and  unequivocal,  and  clearly  import  an  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  parties  thereto  to  restrict  the  use  of  the 
water  to  a  particular  class  of  business,  and  that  only.  Thus  a 
conveyance  of  a  fulling-mill  in  these  words,  "  together  with  water 
sufficient  to  operate  the  fulling-mill  thereon  standing,"  would  not 
restrict  the  grantee  to  the  use  of  the  water  for  a  fulling-mill,  but 
would  authorize  the  use  of  an  equal  quantity  for  any  other  pur- 
pose. But  where  the  language  of  the  grant  is  specific  and  clearly 
indicated  an  intention  to  restrict  the  use  of  the  water  to  a  special 
use,  as  "  together  with  water  sufficient  to  operate  the  falling-mill 

'  Murdj  V.  Shultz,  39  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  "  Simpson  v.  Leaney,  8  Greenl.  (Me.) 

C.)  600  ;    Carlisle  v.  Cooper,   6  C.   E.  138  ;  Pratt  v.  Sampson,  2  Allen  (Mass.), 

Green  (N.  J.),  578 ;  Pierce  v.  Travers,  273  ;  Bardwell  v.  Ames,  22  Pick.  (Mass.) 

97   Mass.   306 ;    Powell    v.    Lash,    64  354 ;   Adams   v.   Warner,  23  Vt.  395 ; 

N.  C.  456 ;  Hoag  v.  Delorme,  30  Wis.  Dewey   v.    Williams,  40    N.   H.   227 ; 

594;   Metz  v.  Delorme,  25  Penn.    St.  Kaler  v.   Beaman,  49   Me.  208;  01m- 

519  ;  Carlisle  v.  Cooper,  4  C.  E.  Green  stead  v.  Loomis,  6  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  153 ; 

(N.  J.),  260;  Darlington  v.  Painter,  7  Wakeley  v.  Davidson,  26  N.  Y.  387; 

Penn.  St.  473  ;  Bumham  v.  Kempton,  Miller  v.  Lapliam,  44  Vt.  433. 

44  N.  H.  78 ;  Stiles  v.  Hooker,  7  Cow.  »  MHier  v.  Lapham,  44  Vt.  433. 
(N.  Y.)  266;  Gilford  v.  Lake  Co.,  53 
N.  H.  262. 
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thereon  standing  and  for  no  other  puvpose^"*  this  would  restrict 
the  use  of  the  water  to  that  purpose  alone,  and  any  different  use 
would  be  actionable.'  Indeed  any  language  in  the  granting 
clause  that  indicates  a  clear  intention  on  the  part  of  the  grantor 
to  limit  the  use  of  the  water  to  a  particular  class  of  business  or 
machinery  will  be  operative  to  that  end.' 

Sec.  4:26.  In  reference  to  what  are  termed  ancient  mills,  it  may 
be  said  that  the  mere  fact  that  a  mill  is  ancient  and  has  had  the 
entire  use  of  the  water  of  a  stream  does  not  confer  a  right  upon 
the  owners  to  use  the  water  at  their  own  convenience  or  as  their 
interests  may  dictate,  as  against  a  new  mill  lower  down  the 
stream.  But,  when  a  lower  mill  is  erected,  the  ancient  mill  is 
bound  to  a  reasonable  and  proper  use  of  the  water  in  reference  to 
the  rights  of  the  new  mill,  and  any  unreasonahle  detention  or 
use  of  the  water  is  a  nuisance  to  the  lower  mill,  and  actionable 
the  same  as  though  the  upper  mill  was  also  a  new  one.^ 

It  may  be  understood  as  a  settled  rule  of  law  that  priority  of 
occupation,  in  the  use  of  water,  by  a  mill-owner,  gives  him  no 
such  rights  as  will  deprive  those  above  or  below  him  on  the 
stream  from  also  turning  the  water  to  beneficial  purposes.  He 
simply  acquires  the  right  to  use  the  water  in  its  natural  flow,  and, 
while  an  owner  above  or  below  him  cannot  do  any  act  in  viola- 
tion of  his  rights  by  unreasonably  detaining  it  from  his  mill  on 
the  one  hand  or  setting  it  back  upon  his  wheels  upon  the  other, 
neither  can  he  make  an  unreasonable  use  of  the  water  to  their 
injury.*     It  may  be  said,  however,  that  he  who  is  first  in  point 

'  Tortelot  «.  Phelps,  4  Gray  (Mass.).  18^4;   Gould  -o.  Bostoa   Duck   Co.,   13 

370;  Shed  «.  Leslie,  32  Vt.  498;  Dishon  Gray   (Mass.),  442  ;   Thurber  v.   Mar- 

V.  Porter,  38  Me.  289;    McDonald    v.  tin,    2    id.    394;     Tyler    «.    Wilkin- 

Askeny,  29  Cal.  207.     But  in  all  cases  son,  4   Mason  (U.   S.),  397 ;   Davis  «. 

where  the  language  of  the  grant  will  Getchell,   50  Me.   604 ;  Springfield  », 

admit  of  its   b^ing  construed  as  the  Harris,  4  Allen  (Mass.),  494. 

measure  rather  than  the  g!<ffl?%  of  use,  In  California  it  is  held,  if  the  first 

the  courts  will  so  construe  it.     Adams  appropriator  only  takes  a  part  of  the 

■u,  Warner,  23  Vt.  395 ;    Cromwell  y.  water,  or  only  uses  it  during  certain 

Selden,  3  N.  Y.  253 ;  Salmon  «.  Rudd,  times,  another  may  take  the  surplus 

6  N.  Y.  23 ;  Pratt  v.  Samson,  2  Allen  or  use  it  for  the  balance  of  the  time. 

(Mass.),  275  ;  Kaler  v.  Beaman,  49  Me.  Smith  n.  O'Hara,  43  Cal.  371 ;  Thorp  v. 

208 ;  Wakeley  v.  Davidson,  36  N.  Y.  Freed,  1  Mon.  T.  651 ;  Columbia  Min- 

387.  ing  Co.  «.  Haller,  id.  296. 

'  Strong  v.  Benedict,  5  Conn.  219.  In  Maine  it  is  held  that  as  between 

^  Barrett  v.  Parsons,  10  Gush.  (Mass.)  owners  of  dams  on  the  same  stream  he 

367.  has  the  best  right  who  is  first  in  point  of 

•*  Martin  ®.  Bigelow,  2  Aiken  (Vt.),  time.  Lincoln  v.  Chadborne,  56  Me.  197. 
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of  time  in  turning  the  water  of  a  stream  to  a  beneficial  use  has 
the  right  to  water  sufficient  to  operate  his  mill,  even  though  the 
effect  be,  in  a  reasonable  use  thereof,  to  destroy  the  value  of  a 
lower  privilege.' 

Sec.  427.  It  is  not  every  riparian  owner,  who  may  erect  a  dam 
upon  the  stream,  nor  indeed  can  it  ever  be  lawfully  done,  when 
the  dam  will  raise  the  water  beyond  its  natural  surface,  to  the 
injury  of  other  owners.'  A  dam  may  be  erected  whether  upon  a 
fall  or  not,  so  as  to  raise  the  water  up  to  the  level  of  his  own  land, 
but  no  further.*  If  there  be  no  fall  upon  the  land,  and  no  method 
by  which  a  mill  can  be  propelled  by  the  water,  there  is  no  mill 
seat,  and  no  right  on  the  part  of  the  riparian  owner  to  pen  back 
'the  water  to  the  injury  of  others,  for  the  law  will  not  recognize 
the  right  of  interfering  with  the  natural  flow  of  a  stream,  to  the 
injury  of  others,  except  when  the  water  is  applied  to  a  beneficial 
purpose.*  No  rights  are  acquired  by  a  frivolous  use  of  water,  as 
by  the  erection  of  a  dam  for  the  simple  purpose  of  turning  a 
wheel  to  which  no  machinery  is  attached,  and  which  serves  no 
useful  end  or  beneficial  purpose.* 

Sec.  428.  Where  water  flows  through  land  upon  what  is  termed 
a  "  dead  level^''  with  no  perceptible  fall,  it  can  hardly  be  said  that 
a  man  has  a  "  mill  seat  "  or  "  mill  privilege,^''  within  the  meaning 
of  the  law.  But  if  there  is  a  point  upon  his  land  to  which  the 
water  can  be  directed  with  sufiicient  momentum  and  fall  to  be 
beneficially  applied  as  a  power,  the  owner  may  thus  divert  it,  if 
he  can  and  does  again  return  it  to  its  original  channel  before  it 
leaves  his  land ;  but  he  cannot  divert  the  water  entirely  from  its 
natural  channel  for  any  purpose.' 

'  Hatcli  V.   Dwight,   17   Mass.   289;  ^  Jackson  ^.Vermilyea,  6  Cow.  (N.T.) 

Chandler  v.  Howland,  7  Gray  (Mass.'),  677  ;    Weaver   «.  Eureka   Co.,  15  Cal. 

348;   Thurber  v.  Martin,  2   id.    394;  271. 

Smith  ®.  Agawam  Canal  Co.,  3  Allen  «  Davis  v.  Fuller,  12  Vt.   178;   Van 

(Mass.),  355.     But  see  King  v.  Tiffany,  Hoesen  «.  Coventry,  10  Barb.  (N.Y.S.C.) 

9  Conn.  162  ;  Butman  v.  Hussey,  12  Me.  518  ;  Binney's  Case,  2  Bland's  (Md.)  Ch. 

407 ;  Pool  v.  Lewis,  41  Ga.  168  ;  Omel-  99  ;  Bardwell  v.  Ames.  23  Pick.  (Mass.) 

vauey  o.  Jaggers,  2  Hill  (N.  Y.),  634.  333  ;  Crittenden  v.  Field,  8  Grey  (Mass.) 

^  Colwell  V.  May's  Landing  Co.,  19  N.  621 ;  Samuels  v.  Bradford,  25  Wis.  327; 

J.  248.  Brace  v.  Yale,  10  Allen  (Mass.),  447  ; 

5  McCalmout  v.  Whittaker,  3  Rawle  Bealey  v.  Shaw,  6  East,  205  ;  Proctor 

(Pa.),  84;  Brown  «.  Bush,  45  Perm.  St.  «.  Jennings,   6   Nev.  87;    Baldwin  t\ 

66  ;  Rhodes  ». Whitehead,  27  Tex.  310.  Calkins,  10  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  167  ;  Rex  v. 

^Stackpole   v.   Curtis,   32   Me.  382;  Trafford,l  B.&  Ad.874  ;  Lordv.  Comrs 

Russell  v.  Scott,  9  Cowen  (N.  Y.),  281.  of  Sidney,  12  Moore's  P.  C.  473. 
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It  is  the  right  of  every  owner  of  land  upon  a  stream  to  have  the 
water  come  to  him  in  its  natural  flow,  undiminished  in  quantity 
and  unimpaired  in  quality,  and  it  may  be  added  with  no  increase 
of  its  volume  except  from  drainage  or  natural  causes.  Therefore 
it  is  an  actionable  nuisance  at  common  law  for  a  mill- owner  or 
other  person  to  turn  a  new  stream  into  the  stream,  or  by  means 
of  a  reservoir  or  otherwise  to  increase  the  volume  of  water 
naturally  flowing  in  the  stream,'  It  is  no  defense  to  an  action 
for  such  an  injury,  that  the  person  complaining  is  benefitted  by 
the  increase  in  the  volume  of  water,  for  no  person  can  be  com- 
pelled to  have  his  premises  improved,  and  has  a  right  to  their 
enjoyment  in  their  natural  condition  and  according  to  his  own 
tastes  and  inclinations.  This  does  not  extend,  however,  to  water  . 
resulting  from  the  drainage  of  land  on  the  stream,  for  that  is  a 
right  that  is  rendered  necessary  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  the 
land,  and  is  lawful,  even  though  it  results  in  increasing  the 
volume  of  the  stream.'  But  if  foreign  water  is  turned  into  a 
stream  by  a  mill-owner,  while  it  runs  there  he  will  have  a  right 
to  use  water  in  excess  of  his  grant  or  original  right,  to  the  extent 
of  the  excess  thus  turned  into  the  stream.^ 
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SMOKE. 

Sec.  429.  Every  person  has  a  right  to  have  the  air  diflfused 
over  his  premises  in  its  natural  state,  free  from  all  artificial  impu- 
rities. '  Indeed  it  may  be  said  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  interfere 
with  the  supply  of  pure  air  that  flows  over  another's  land,  any 
more  than  he  has  to  interfere  with  that  neighbor's  soil."  The 
right  is  a  natural  one,  and  is  just  as  well  recognized  by  the  courts 
as  the  right  to  the  natural  flow  of  water.  Therefore  every  use 
of  one's  property  that  produces  an  unwarrantable  impregnation 

'  Walter  v.   Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &        ^  Saville  v.  Killner.  26  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 

Eq.  15.  277. 
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of  the  atmosphere  with  foreign  substances,  to  the  detriment  of 
another  is  a  nuisance,  and  actionable  as  such.'  This  is  true, 
whether  the  injury  arises  from  smoke,'  noxious  vapors '  noi- 
some smells,*  or  from  loading  the  atmosphere  with  dust,*  chafE' 
or  other  foreign  substances  that  would  not  exist  there,  except  for 
the  act  of  the  party  through  whose  instrumentality  it  is  commu- 
nicated.'' 

Sec.  430.  By  an  atmosphere  free  from  artificial  impurities,  is 
meant,  not  air  as  free  and  pure  as  it  naturally  is,  entirely  devoid 
of  impregnation  from  artificial  cause,  but  an  atmosphere  as  free 
and  pure  as  could  reasonably  be  expected,  in  view  of  the  location, 
and  its  business.*  If  the  strict  rule  applicable  to  natural  rights 
was  applied,  it  would  seriously  disturb  not  only  the  business,  but 
also  the  moral  and  social  interests  of  society.  Therefore  the  law 
relaxes  the  strict  rigor  of  the  rule,  and  does  not  recognize  every 
business  or  use  of  property  as  a  nuisance  that  imparts  a  degree  of 
impurity  to  the  air,  for  if  such  was  the  case,  towns  could  not  be 
built,  nor  life  in  compact  communities  be  tolerated,  and  even  the 
ordinary  uses  of  property  would  be  seriously  interfered  with,  for 
in  proportion  to  the  sparseness  or  compactness  of  population,  is 
the  air  pure  or  impure.  One  cannot  reasonably  occupy  a  dwell- 
ing-house or  place  of  business  and  use  any  kind  of  fuel  therein, 
without  imparting  more  or  less  of  impurity  to  the  atmosphere, 
and  in  proportion  as  these  are  aggregated  in  one  locality,  are 
these  impurities  increased ;  but  as  these  are  among  the  common 
necessities  of  life,  and  absolutely  indispensable  to  its  reasonable 
enjoyment,  the  law  does  not  recognize  them  as  being  actionable 
interferences  with  the  rights  of  others,  unless  exercised  in  an  un- 

•  Duncan  «.  Hayes,  23  N.  J.  26  ;  ^  Com.  v.  Mann,  4  Gray  (Mass.),  313  ; 
Higgins  V.  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  36  Cooper  «.  No.  British  R.  R.  Co., 36  Jur. 
L.  T.  (N.  S.)  753.  169 ;  Russell  «).  Popham,  3  N.  Y.  Leg. 

2  Rhodes  «.   Dunbar,   58    Penn.   St.  Obs.  372. 

275 ;  Galbraith  «.  Oliver,  3  Pittsburgh  «  Cooper  v.  Randall,  53  111.  54. 

Rep.  (Pa.)  79.  ■"  Saville  v.  Killner,  36  L-  T.  (N.  S.) 

•■»  Tipping  V.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  377. 

4  B.  &  S.  608 ;  116   E.  C.  L.  607  ;  Ten-  s-^yalter «.  Selfe,4  Eng.  Law  &Eq.  30; 

nant  v.  Hamilton,  7  Clark  &  Fin.  123  ;  Huckeustein's  Appeal,  70    Penn.   St. 

Salvin  v.  North  Braucepeth  Coal  Co.  103,  10  Am.    Rep.  669 ;  Tipping  v.  St. 

31  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  154.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  116  E.  C.  L.  608  4 

*  Catlin  v.  Valentine,  9  Paige's  Ch.  B.  &  S.  008  ;  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  58 
(N.    Y.)    575 ;  Pottstown    Gas   Co.   v.  Penn.  St.  275. 

Murphy,  39  Penn.  St,  392. 
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reasonable  manner,  so  as  to  inflict  injury  upon  another  unneces- 
sarily. ' 

Sec.  431.  It  becomes  important,  therefore,  to  ascertain  as  nearly 
as  possible,  from  the  decided  cases,  what  degree  of  impurity  im- 
parted to  the  atmosphere  by  one  in  the  use  of  his  property  consti- 
tutes a  nuisance.  It  may  as  well  be  stated  here,  that  no  precise 
test  can  be  given  that  is  applicable  to  all  cases,  but  that  the 
question  of  nuisance  is  one  of  faot^  and  must  be  determined  by 
the  jury  from  the  circumstances  of  each  case."  Where  the  injury 
complained  of  is  one  arising  to  the  property  of  the  party  seeking 
redress  therefor,  from  smoke  or  noxious  vapors,  the  injury  must  be 
tangible,^  such  as  is  perceptible  to  the  senses,*  or,  to  state  the  propo- 
sition somewhat  more  broadly,  such  an  injury  thereto  as  is  visible 
and  apparent  to  the  eye  of  an  ordinary  person,  and  in  no  wise  depen- 
dent upon  scientific  tests  or  microscopic  investigations  to  discover.* 
The  law  only  deals  with  real^  substantial  injuries,  and  such  as  arise 
from  a  wrongful  use  of  property,  and  will  not  lend  its  aid  to  check 
one  engaged  in  a  lawful  pursuit  simply  because  his  neighbor  is 
annoyed,  or  even  damaged  thereby,  unless  the  use  complained  of 
is  both  in  violation  of  that  neighbor's  right,  and  unreasonable.* 

If  the  injury  complained  of  is  to  the  enjoyment  of  property, 
it  must  be  such  as  would  render  the  occupancy  of  the  premises 
physically  uncomfortable,  to  a  person  of  ordinary  sensibilities, 
for  any  of  the  purposes  to  which  the  owner  may  choose  to  devote 
it.'  It  matters  not  whether  the  enjoyment  impaired  is  of  a 
dwelling-house/  a  store,"  a  shop,"  a  studio,"  a  church,"  a  play 

'  Embrey  v.    Owen,    4  Eng.  Law  &  (N.  S.)  154;  Bamford  v.  Turnley,  31  L. 

Eq.  476,  7.  J.  (Q.  B.)  286  ;  Cavey  «.  Ledbitter,  13  C. 

*  Barnham  «.  Hotchkins.  14  Conn.  B.  (N.  S.)  470;  Adams  v.  Michael,  88 
318 ; .  House  v.  Metcalf ,  27  id.  639  ;  Md.  234 ;  State  v.  Koster,  35  Iowa,  221. 
People  v.  Davidson,  30  Cal.  379  ;  Requa  '  Higingbotham  v.  Steam  Packet  Co., 
•0.  Los  Angelos,  45  id.  55.  8  C.  B.  837. 

3  Duncan    -«.    Hayes,  22   N.   J.   26  .  »  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq. 

Wesson  v.   Washburn    Iron    Co.,    13  20. 

Allen  (Mass.),  95.  »  Sampson  v.  Smith,  8  Sim.  272. 

^  Tipping  0.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  i"  Robbin's  Case,  1   Lily's  Register, 

116  E.  C.  L.  60S.  tit.  Nuisance. 

*  Salvin  «.  The  North  Brancepeth  '•  Johnson  v.  Constable,  3  D.  (Sc.) 
Coal  Co.,  31  Law  T.  (N.  S.)  154.  1263  ;  Arnot  v.  Brown,  1  Stuart  (Sc), 

'  Crump   V.    Lambert,  3   L.   R.  Eq.  694. 
Cas.   409;   Citizens'   Gas-light   Co.    v.        i^  Gullick  iJ.  Tremlett,  20  Weekly  L. 

Cleaveland,  20  N.  J.  209  ;  Ross  v.  But-  R.  358. 

ler,  4  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.).  294  ;  Salvin        '^  -pirsX  Presbyterian  Church  «.  R.  R 

e.  North  BrancepBth  Coal  Co.,  31  L.  T.  Co.,  15  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  79. 
60 
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ground,'  or  a  garden  or  farm  ; '  it  is  enough,  if  the  result  of  the 
business  or  act  complained  of,  contaminates  the  atmosphere  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  im-pair  the  enjoyment  of  property  for  what- 
ever purpose  the  owner  may  see  fit  to  use  it. ' 

In  Galhraith  v.  Oliver,  3  Pittsburgh  (Penn.),  79,  which  was  an 
action  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  using  a  steam  engine  in  the 
propulsion  of  a  flouring  mill  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plaintiff's  prem- 
ises, Johnson,  J.,  in  a  very  elaborate  and  able  opinion,  commend- 
able for  the  common  sense  and  straightforward  manner  in  which 
he  deals  with  the  problem  at  issue,  in  giving  the  test  by  which 
to  determine  the  question  of  nuisance  from  such  uses  of  property, 
says :  "  The  difficulty  consists  in  the  application  of  the  rules  in 
a  manner  consistent  with  the  rights  of  all.  How  much  atmos- 
phere has  a  man  a  right  to  have  preserved  in  its  natural  purity 
for  his  use  ?  Theoretically,  the  maxim  is,  "  cujus  est  solum,  ejus 
est  usque  ad  coelum.^''  Doubtless,  his  right  to  pure* air  is  co-ex- 
tensive with  his  freehold,  yet  his  remedy  by  action  either  at  law 
or  in  equity  would  be  restricted  to  the  redress  of  grievances, 
affecting  directly  and  injuriously  either  his  person  or  property. 
Thus,  a  useful  manufactory  was  restrained  because  it  emitted  an 
effluvia  destructive  to  the  vegetation  of  the  plaintiff's  land.* 

Some  occupations  and  manufactories  necessarily  corrupt  the 
atmosphere.  Several  trades,  and  even  a  pig-pen  have  been  judi- 
cially declared  nuisances  ^^r  se  within  the  limits  of  Philadelphia 
city.  Others  are  declared  so  when,  from  their  location,  they 
interfere  with  the  health  or  comfort  of  their  neighbors. 

These  are  private  nuisances,  abatable  only  by  injunction  at  the 
complaint  of  private  individuals. 

Practically,  a  man  can  only  maintain  his  right  to  so  much  cir- 
cumambient air  as  is  necessary  for  his  personal  health  and  com- 
fort and  the  safety  of  his  property. 

It  is  often  found  very  difficult  to  adjust  the  rights  of  adjacent 
owners  and  occupiers  so  as  to  give  to  each  his  own  without  jost- 


79. 


'  Galbraith  v.  Oliver,  3  Pitts.  (Penn.) 


Saville  v.  Killner,  26  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 
277. 

3  Roberts  «.  Clarke,  17  id.  384. 

■•  Ti^^ping  '«.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co., 
1  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  66  ;  Tennaut  n.  Ham- 
ilton, 7  CI.  &  Finney,  122  ;  Slavin  v. 


No.  Brancepeth  Coal  Co.,  31  L.  T.  (N. 
S.)  154.  Bankhardt  «  Houghton,  27 
Beavan,  425 ;  Poynton  «.  Gill,  2  RoUe's 
Abr.  149  ;  Campbell  v.  Seamen,  2  N.  T. 
S.  C.  (Parsons'  Ed.)  321  ;  Saville  v. 
Killner,  26  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  277 ;  Davis  «. 
Grenfell,  6  C.  &  P.  624. 
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ling  the  other.  Each  has  a  right  to  occupy  his  own  territory  as 
he  thinks  best  —  to  build  what  he  pleases  from  a  palace  to  a 
pig-sty. 

No  occupation  is  more  legitimate,  and  np  erection  more  careful, 
than  that  of  a  flouring  mill.  There  can  be  no  denial  of  the 
owner's  right  to  build  one  and  to  run  it  by  steam.  So  of  any 
other  manufacturing  establishment.  They  may  not  be  agreeable 
to  his  next  neighbor.  He  is  not  bound  to  consult  the  taste, 
pleasure  or  preference  of  others ;  but  he  is  bound  to  respect  his 
neighbor's  rights.  The  inflexible  rule,  sic  utere  tuo  ut  alienmn 
non  Icedas,  stares  him  in  the  face.  True,  something  must  be  con- 
ceded to  the  manufacturer.  His  business  is  legitimate.  The 
public  have  an  interest  in  his  productions. 

The  adjacent  palace  owner  must  forego  his  personal  predilec- 
tions for  more  fashionable  neighbors,  or  agreeable  occupations  in 
his  vicinage. 

Things  merel}'  disagreeable,  must  be  borne ;  but  none  of  his 
elementary  rights  must  be  invaded.  However  offensive  to  his 
sight  or  taste  the  pig-sty  or  bone-boiling  may  be,  it  is  damnum 
absque  injuria.  He  is  remediless.  He  must  avoid  looking  tliat 
way. 

But  whenever  his  enjoyment  to  the  right  of  good  health,  pure 
air  and  water,  and  to  exemption  from  unre^onable  noises  at 
unreasonable  hours  is  interrupted,  then  the  law  will  hear  and 
heed  the  complaint. 

While  mills  and  manufactories  are  legal  and  necessary,  it  is 
neither  legal  nor  necessary  that  they  be  so  located  as  to  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  others  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  possessions. 
When,  therefore,  they  create  noises  that  prevent  sleep,  or  taint 
the  atmosphere  with  vapors  prejudicial  to  health  or  nauseous  to 
the  smell,  or  fill  it  with  a  smudge  that  depreciates  its  use  for 
every  purpose,  they  trench  on  the  rights  of  persons  affected 
thereby. 

Just  here,  is  where  the  line  must  be  drawn.  At  this  point  they 
become  nuisances.  The  difficulty  exists  in  the  location  of  this 
line.  When  once  ascertained,  no  lawyer  doubts  as  to  the  rights 
and  remedies  of  the  parties.  Both  private  and,  public*  interests 
may  suffer.     Such  are  the  necessities  of  our  social  organization. 
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The  rights  of  private  property  must  be  protected.  This  principle 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  our  civil  institutions. 

As  to  what  constitutes  a  private  nuisance,  we  have  perhaps  as 
good  a  definition  as  elsewhere  in  Adams'  Equity,  p.  210 :  "  A 
private  nuisance  is  an  act  done,  unaccompanied  by  an  act  of  tres- 
pass, which  causes  a  substantial  prejudice  to  the  hereditaments, 
corporeal  or  incorporeal,  of  another  ;' '  for  the  remedy  of  which, 
as  is  stated  in  the  next  page,  "  there  is  a  jurisdiction  in  equity  to 
enjoin,  if  the  fact  of  nuisance  be  admitted  or  established,  when- 
ever the  nature  of  the  injury  is  such  that  it  cannot  be  adequately 
compensated  by  damages  or  will  occasion  a  constantly  recurring 
grievance." 

In  Catlin  v.  Valentine,  9  Paige,  675,  Chancellor  Wall  worth 
says:  "To  constitute  a  nuisance  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
noxious  trade  or  business  should  endanger  the  health  of  the 
neighborhood.  It  is  sufficient  if  it  produces  that  which  is  offen- 
sive to  the  senses,  and  which  renders  the  enjoyment  of  life  or 
property  uncomfortable."  See,  also,  Brady  v.  Weeks,  3  Barb. 
157,  for  reiteration  of  the  same  sentiment. 

These  rulings  in  hcBc  verba  have  been  adopted  as  the  law  of 
the  State,  and  are  made  the  foundation  for  relief  in  equity  by 
injunction.  Smith  v.  Gummings,  2  Pars.  92;  Leg.  Int.,  Vol.  23, 
No.  43;-  DenniS  v.  Eckhardt,  3  Grant,  302,  in  which  case 
Thompson,  J.,  remarks :  "  A  chancellor  does  not  wait  till  noisome 
trades  and  unwholesome  gases  kill  somebody,  before  he  proceeds 
to  restrain."  "The  loss. of  health  and  sleep,  the  enjoyment  of 
quiet  and  repose,  and  the  comforts  of  home,  cannot  be  restored 
or  compensated  in  money,"  and  are  therefore  proper  subjects  for 
protection  by  injunction. 

Other  modern  decisions  in  several  of  the  States  have  adopted 
the  rule  that  to  create  a  nuisance  it  is-  not  necessary  the  smells 
produced  should  be  unwholesome,  but  only  that  they  render  the 
enjoyment  of  the  plaintiff's  property  uncomfortable  and  unpleas- 
ant by  making  the  atmosphere  nauseous  and  offensive. 

Some  discomforts  must  be  endured  as  compensation  for  the 
conveniences  of  city  life.  N"o  public  interest  deserves  protection 
and  encouragement  more  than  manufacturing  industry.  I  yield 
to  none  in  my  friendship  for  productive  labor,  or  in  my  contempt 
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for  the  snobbery  that  undervalues  it.  "When  the  world  gets  too 
populous  to  accommodate  all,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  consider 
the  question  of  preference.  At  present  the  law  awards  to  all 
equally,  their  rights  of  person  and  property.  Yielding  to  this 
rule  of  equal  rights,  I  cannot  find  authority  in  the  law  for  saying 
that  a  thing  which  fills  the  atmosphere  that  others  have  a  right 
to  live  in  with  offensive  smoke  and  odors,  stifles  the  breath,  pro- 
duces nausea  and  headache,  drives  children  from  their  play- 
grounds and  men  from  their  gardens,  prevents  the  drying  of 
clothes  and  ventilation  of  houses,  darkens  the  sunlight,  and  con- 
verts pleasant  residences  into  prison-houses  in  dog-days,  and  defiles 
carpets,  curtains  and  dinner  plates  with  deposits  of  soot  and  dirt, 
is  not  a  nuisance,  even  though  such  results  are  only  occasional." 

Sec.  432.  The  law  does  not  meddle  with  a  reasonable  use  of 
property.  It  is  only  when  the  use  is  unreasonable,  in  view  of  the 
rights  of  others,  that  it  gives  a  remedy.  Therefore  a  person  may 
follow  any  trade,  or  make  any  use  of  property,  not  a  nuisance 
per  se,  that  produces  no  unreasonable  or  extraordinary  impregna- 
tion of  the  atmosphere  with  smoke  or  other  impurities.^  But 
while  every  person  may  use  his  premises  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  own  taste,  without  reference  to  the  taste  or  necessities 
even  of  his  neighbor,  so  long  as  such  use  is  lawful,  yet,  when  he 
steps  outside  his  legal  rights  and  does  that  which  is  injurious  to 
others,  his  acts  create  an  actionable  nuisance.^  He  may  erect 
buildings  with  chimneys,  and  may  build  fires  therein  in  a 
proper  manner,  because  these  are  among  the  necessary  incidents 
to  such  property,^  but  he  has  no  right  to  burn  fuel  in  the  making 
of  such  tires  that  develops  dense  masses  of  smoke,  to  the  injury  of 
his  neighbor,*  nor  to  build  his  chimneys  so  as  to  send  the  smoke 
into  his  neighbor's  house.^     If  his  neighbor's  house  is  high  and 

'  Ross  V.  Butler,  4  C.  E.   Green  (N.  274  ;  Duncan  v.  Hayes,  22  id.  26  ;  Cart- 

J.).  294.  Wright  v.  Gray,  12  Grant's  Ch.  (Ont.) 

•2  Saville  v.  Killner,  26  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  400  ;  Galbraith  v.  Oliver,  3  Pitts.  (Penn.) 

377  ;  Pickard  v.  Collins,  23   Barb.  (N.  78 ;   Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,    58  Penn.  St. 

Y.  S.  C.)  444 ;  Barnes  v.   Hathoru,  54  275 ;    Campbell   v.    Seamen,   3   N.   Y. 

Me.   272 ;  Curtis  v.    Winslow,  36  Vt.  (Parsons'  Ed.) 

690.  5  Duncan    v.    Hayes,  22   N.    J.    26 ; 

^  Embrey  v.  Owen,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  Sampson    v.    Smith,    8   Simons,   272  ; 

478.  11  Condensed  Eng.  Ch.  Rep.  433  ;  Bar- 

*  Richards  v.  Phenix  Iron  Co.,  7  Am.  tholomew  v.  Whitney,  21   Conn.  213  ; 

Law  Reg.  (N.  S.)  536  ;  7  P.  F.  Smith  Whalen  v.  Keith,  35  Mo.  87  ;  Lang  v. 
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his  own  low,  this  does  not  absolve  him  from  raising  his  chimneys 
to  such  a  height  as  to  prevent  the  smoke  from  entering  his  neigh- 
bor's house.^     In  Lord  Colchester  v.  Ellis,  the  defendant,  who 

* 

was  the  owner  of  a  building  in  Spring  Garden,  London,  erected  a 
chimney  in  his  stable  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  fire  in  his  saddle 
room.  The  chimney  was  much  lower  than  the  surrounding 
buildings,  and  when  a  fire  was  built  the  smoke  escaping  through 
the  chimney  entered  the  plaintiff's  dwelling,  some  fifty  yards  dis- 
tant, and  injured  the  plaintiff's  furniture  by  covering  the  same 
with  soot  and  discoloring  it.  The  smoke  was  also  a  great  annoy- 
ance to  the  plaintiff  and  his  family.  It  was  held  that  this  was  an 
actionable  nuisance,  and  that  if  the  plaintiff  would  have  a  fire  in 
his  stable  he  must  construct  his  chimney  so  as  not  to  injure  his 
neighbor's  property  or  impair  its  comfortable  enjoyment. 

The  rule  in  reference  to  all  such  matters  is,  that  where  one 
makes  an  erection  upon  his  premises  which  may  become  a  nui- 
sance if  not  properly  constructed,  he  is  bound,  at  his  peril,  to  see 
to  it  that  the  erection  is  so  made  as  not  to  become  so.' 

Sec.  433.  In  Sampson  v.  Smith,  8  Sim.  272,  the  plaintiff  was 
in  possession  of  a  dwelling-house,  shop  and  premises,  No.  2  Prince's 
street,  Leicester  Square.  He  had  valuable  furniture  in  his  dwell- 
ing-house, and  also  a  valuable  stock  of  clothing,  cloths  and  other 
goods  in  his  shop,  which  he  kept  there  exposed  for  sale.  His 
dwelling-house  and  shop  were  on  the  east  side  of  the  street.  On 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street  the  defendants  had  a  manufactory 
in  which  they  carried  on  the  business  of  engineers.  For  their 
own  convenience  they  put  into  this  building  a  steam  engine  and 
operated  their  machinery  thereby  from  December  to  March  with- 
out any  perceptible  injury  to  the  plaintiff.  They  did  not  erect 
a  new  chimney  for  the  engine,  but  made  use  of  an  old  one.  The 
top  of  the  chimney  was  not  as  high  as  the  roofs  of  the  other  build- 
ings in  the  vicinity.  Upon  the  top  of  the  chimney  was  placed  a 
metallic  pipe  about  five  feet  high,  but  which  was  in  point  of  fact 
three   feet  lower  than  the  tops  of  the  surrounding  chimneys. 

'  Lord  Colchester  v.  Ellis,  3  Starkie's    v.  Muirhead,  3  S.  (Sc.)  73  ;  Prescott's 
Ev.  538 ;  Rich  v.  Basterfield,  3  Carr.  &    Case,  1  City  Hall  Rec.  (N.  Y.)  161. 
K.  257  ,  11  Jur.  696  ;  16  L.  J.  (C.  P.)  373;        "■  Cook  v.  Montagu,  36  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 
Sampson  v.  Smith,  8  Sim.  373 ;  Lang    471 ;  Marshall  v.  Cohen,  44  Ga.  489  ; 

Duncan  v.  Hayes,  33  N.  J.  36. 
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Dense  volumes  of  smoke  issued  from  this  chimney,  and  the  black 
soot  and  cinders  descended  in  such  dense  bodies  into  the  street,  and 
into  the  shop  and  dwelling-house  of  the  plaintiff,  as  to  seriously 
injure  the  goods  in  his  store,  the  furniture  in  his  dwelling,  and 
materially  impaired  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  the  dwelling. 
The  court  held  that  the  use  of  the  steam  engine  in  that  manner 
and  with  such  results  was  a  nuisance,  and  that  the  plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  maintain  a  bill  to  enjoin  the  same,  because  of  the 
special  injury  to  him,  although  the  nuisance  migbt  at  the  same 
time  be  a  public  nuisance. 

Sec.  434.  In  Whitney  v.  Bartholomew^  21  Conn.  213,  the 
defendant  erected  a  carriage  factory  and  blacksmith  shop  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  plaintiff's  dwelling-house  and  carried  on 
the  business  of  blacksmithing  therein.  It  appeared  that,  owing  to 
the  location  of  the  defendant's  shop  the  cinders,  ashes  and  smoke 
issuing  from  the  chimneys  of  the  defendant's  shop  were  thrown 
in  large  quantities  upon  the  plaintiff's  house  and  land,  so  that 
the  water  in  her  well  became  colored  and  unfit  for  use.  That 
when  the  wind  blew  in  a  certain  direction  from  the  defendant's 
premises  it  was  impossible  for  the  plaintiff's  tenants  to  dry  their 
clothes,  without  having  them  soiled  and  injured  by  the  smoke, 
ashes  and  cinders  thrown  upon  them  from  the  defendant's  shop, 
and  when  their  windows  were  open  the  house  would  be  filled 
with  smoke  and  ashes  proceeding  from  the  defendant's  shop.  It 
also  appeared  that  in  consequence  of  these  annoyances,  the  plain- 
tiff's tenants  had  left  the  house,  and  that  it  had  stood  empty  a 
year,  by  reason  of  which  she  had  lost  the  rent  thereon  during 
that  period.  The  jury,  uTider  the  instructions  of  the  court  hav- 
ing returned  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  the  judgment  was  sus- 
tained upon  an  appeal,  Church,  Ch.  J .,  saying  :  "  The  trade  or 
occupation  of  carriage  making  or  of  a  blacksmith,  is  a  lawful  and 
useful  one  ;  and  a  shop  or  building  erected  for  its  exercise  is  not 
a  nuisance  per  se.  Nor  was  there  any  complaint  in  this  case, 
that  the  defendant's  business  was  not  conducted  in  the  usual  way ; 
but  it  was  that  the  shop  was  erected,  and  the  business  carried  on 
in  an  improper  place.  If  this  was  so,  that  was  a  fault,  or  a  want 
of  proper  care  in  the  defendant,  which  should  subject  him,  to  the 


480  SMOK-R. 

damages  that  flowed  from  his  act  if  it  resulted  in  an  essential  in- 
jury  to  the  plaintiff,  and  this  question  submitted  to  the  jury  was 
found  for  the  plaintiif." 

Sec.  435.  In  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  58  Penn.  St.  275,  7  Am. 
Law  Reg.  (N.  S.)  412,  the  plaintiff  sought  to  restrain  the  defendant 
from  the  erection  of  a  planing  mill,  upon  the  site  of  an  old  mill 
of  the  same  character  that  had  been  burned,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  plaintiff's* residence,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Among 
other  grounds  upon  which  the  claim  for  an  injunction  was  rested, 
it  was  insisted  that  the  business  would  be  a  nuisance  by  reason  of 
the  soot,  smoke  and  cinders  discharged  from  the  mill,  by  the  use 
of  pine  chips  and  shavings  for  fuel  in  heating  the  engine. 
Thompson,  Ch.  J.,  in  commenting  upon  this  branch  of  the  case 
says :  "  The  complaint  in  reference  to  the  old  mill  was,  on  ac- 
count mainly  of  the  fuel,  chips,  shavings  and  saw-dust  used ;  and 
that  is  the  foundation  of  the  complaint  against  the  contemplated 
re-erection.  If  no  other  species  of  fuel  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose or  could  he  used,  I  grant  there  would  be  more  in  this  point. 
But  this  is  not  pretended.  If,  therefore,  when  the  mill  shall  be 
put  in  operation,  and  by  its  use  it  becomes  a  nuisance  from  this 
cause,  the  remedy  is  well  known.  Equity  will  enjoin  against  the 
use  of  such  fuel,  and  the  mischief  will  at  once  be  cured." 

Sec.  436.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  even  in  the  ordinary  uses  of 
buildings,  the  owners  and  occupants  are  bound  not  only  to  see  to 
it  that  their  chimneys  are  so  arranged  as  to  carry  off  the  smoke 
developed  therein,  but  are  also  bound  to  use  such  fuel  as  will  pro- 
duce the  least  obnoxious  smoke.'  If  one  building  is  five  stories 
high,  and  the  other  only  one  story,  this  does  not  warrant  the 
owner  of  the  low  building  in  building  a  low  chimney  so  as  to 
send  the  smoke  into  the  higher  building?'  Nor  is  it  any 
defense  that  the  owner  of  the  high  building  has  opened  win- 
dows upon  the  side  of  his  building    «rhen  there  was  no  neces- 

» Campbell  v.  Seamen,  2  N.  Y.  Sup.  Duadan  v.  Hayes,  33  N.  J-  26;  Whit- 

Ct.  (Parsons'  Ed.)  331 ;  Ross  v.  Butler,  ney   v.    Bartholomew,   21   Conn.  313  ; 

4  C    E    Green  (N.  J.),  394;   Norris  «.  Lang  v.   Muirhead,  3  b.  (Scotcli),  16  ; 
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sity  therefor,  and  that  except  for  the  windows  the  smoke 
would  be  no  annoyance  to  him,  for  no  man  is  bound  to  consult 
the  taste,  convenience  or  advantage  of  his  neighbor  in  the  use  of 
his  own  property,  or  the  erections  he  makes  thereon,  so  long  as 
he  keeps  within  the  purview  of  his  strict  legal  rights,  and  if  he 
sees  fit  to  open  windows,  or  doors,  even  on  the  side  of  his  house, 
whether  they  are  necessary  or  not,  the  adjoining  owner  is  bound 
to  respect  his  right  to  do  so,  and  must  see  to  it,  at  his  peril,  that 
he  does  not  so  use  his  own  property  as  to  create  a  nuisance  to  the 
other. ' 

Sec.  437.  In  Saville  v.  Killner  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of 
a  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  defendant's,  which  he  had  at  great 
expense  laid  out  into  villa  lots,  and  upon  a  part  of  which  he  had 
erected  several  fine  residences  which  were  occupied  by  tenants. 
The  defendant  had  glass  works  with  seven  furnaces  in  full  ope- 
ration upon  his  lot,  and  the  smoke  emitted  from  the  furnaces 
found  its  way  over  the  plaintifif's  premises  in  large  volumes, 
entering  the  houses  and  making  their  occupancy  very  uncom- 
fortable. The  smoke,  as  was  proved  on  the  trial,  produced  a  bad 
taste  in  the  mouths  of  those  who  breathed  it ;  and  as  a  result  the 
tenants  threatened  to  leave,  and  the  plaintiff  was  not  only  thereby 
prevented  from  renting  the  houses  then  occupied,  but  was  also 
prevented  from  selling  lots  that  had  been  prepared  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  was  insisted  upon  the  trial,  among  other  things,  that 
the  plaintiff's  premises  would  not  be  seriously  affected  by 
the  smoke  from  the  works  if  he  erected  cottdges  instead  of  tall 
buildings,  and  that,  as  it  was  possible  for  the  plaintiff  to  occupy 
his  premises  in  a  manner  that  was  consistent  with  the  use  by  the 
defendant,  of  his  premises,  that  he  was  bound  to  conform  his  use 
of  his  lots  to  the  use  by  the  defendants  of  their  premises.  Upon 
this  point  the  court  said :  "  It  was  suggested  that,  if  the  plaintiff 
could  not  build  houses,  he  might  build  cottages.  That  is  no 
answer,  because  it  is  for  the  plaintiff  himself  to  determine  what 
to  put  on  his  land,  and  if  he  has  a  right  to  the  air,  it  is  his,  as 
much  as  the  land,  and  no  one  can  prescribe  for  it."    In  reference 

'  Saville  v.  Killner,  26  L.  T.  (N.  S.)    Pickard  v.  Ck)llins,  33  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S. 
377 ;  Barnes  v.  Hathorn,  54  Me.  373 ;     C.)  444. 
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to  the  unpalatable  character  of  the  smoke,  the  court  said :  "  K 
smoke  produces  an  unpleasant  taste  in  the  mouths  of  persons 
passing  the  works,  why  are  they  not  to  be  protected  ?  It  is  only 
necessary  to  establish  the  fact  that  it  is  hurtful  to  life,  or  detri- 
mental to  its  comfortable  enjoyment." 

Sec.  438.  The  law  applicable  to  this  class  of  nuisance,  as  well 
as  to  the  ordinary  uses  of  property,  is  admirably  given  in  Cart- 
wright  V.  Gray,  12  Grant's  Ch.  (Ont.)  400.  It  appeared  that  in 
December,  1864,  the  plaintiffs  sold  to  the  defendant  a  lot  of 
ground  in  the  city  of  Kingston,  near  the  residence  of  the  plain- 
tiff Richard  Cartwright,  and  near  the  two  other  houses  of  which 
the  two  plaintilfs  were  joint  owners.  The  defendant,  the  next 
year  after  his  purchase  of  the  premises,  erected  a  carpenter  shop 
thereon,  and  put  in  a  planing  machine  and  circular  saw  driven 
by  steam.  The  plaintiffs  allege  that  the  smoke,  noise  and  sparks 
produced  in  working  the  engine  were  nuisances  by  reason  of  the 
discomfort  produced  thereby  to  themselves  and  families  in  the 
occupancy  of  their  dwellings,  and  because  of  the  actual  injury  to 
property  thereby.  It  appeared  that  the  nuisance  arose  principally 
from  the  fuel  employed  in  running  the  engine  and  from  a  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  to  employ  the  usual  and  best  appli- 
ances for  discharging  the  smoke.  The  smoke  arising  from  the 
works  was  proved  to  be  pungent  and  disagreeable,  and  as  soiling 
linen  hung  out  to  dry.  Mow  at,  V.  C,  in  delivering  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  laid  down  the  law  as  applicable  to  this  class  of  nui- 
eances,  thus :  "  I  think  it  proved  that,  from  the  prevalent  wind 
being  in  the  direction  in  which  the  plaintiff  Richard  Cartwright's 
residence  lies  from  the  defendant's  shop,  the  smoke  goes  gener- 
ally in  that  direction  ;  that  from  this  cause,  as  well  as  the  height 
of  the  house  and  other  local  circumstances,  the  occupants  are 
liable  to  suffer  more  from  the  smoke  than  the  occupants  of  the 
neighboring  houses ;  and,  comparing  the  testimony  on  both  sides, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  character  of  the  nuisance,  as  affecting 
the  plaintiff's  residence,  is  not  overstated  by  one  of  the  witnesses, 
who  says,  '  The  smoke  is  a  heavy  black  smoke.  It  has  been  heavy 
at  times  in  the  yard  of  Mr.  Cartwright's  house,  such  that  I  could 
not  see  or  breathe  as  freely  as  when  there  is  no  smoke.     The 
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smoke  was  so  thick  that  if  the  windows  had  not  been  down,  it 
would  have  injured  fine  curtains,  or  wall  paper  or  the  like.  I 
have  sometimes  heard  Mrs.  Cartwright  order  the  windows  to  be 
shut  in  consequence  of  the  smoke.  I  saw  the  smoke  two  or  three 
times  a  week,  and  sometimes  every  day  of  the  week.  It  did  not 
annoy  me.  It  did  not  hurt  the  yard.  It  was  like  a  heavy  fog.' 
This  witness,  a  servant  of  Mr.  Cartwright's,  says  the  smoke 
did  not  annoy  him,  though  he  also  says  it  interfered  with 
his  seeing  and  breathing,  but  I  think  I  must  hold  that  such  a 
degree  of  smoke  as  he  and  others  describe  is  quite  sufficient  to 
justify  the  testimony  of  another  witness,  who,  speaking  from  his 
own  observation,  pronounced  it  '  certainly  prejudicial  to  comfort- 
able enjoyment  so  far  as  respects  the  plaintiff's  house,'  It  is 
not  alleged  that  the  defendant  has  adopted  any  of  the  well-known 
contrivances  for  consuming  or  preventing  smoke.  ISTow,  accord- 
ing to  the  settled  doctrine  of  the  courts,  as  stated  by  Yice- Chan- 
cellor (now  Lord  Justice)  Knight  Bruce,  in  Walter  v.  Selfe^ 
the  plaintiff  is  clearly  entitled  to  '  an  untainted  and  unpolluted 
stream  of  air  for  the  necessary  supply  and  reasonable  use  of 
himself  and  his  family  there ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  have  there, 
for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  breath  and  life,  an  unpolluted  and  un- 
tainted atmosphere,  meaning  by  "untainted"  and  "unpolluted" 
not  necessarily  as  fresh,  free  and  pure  as  at  the  time  of  building 
the  plaintiff's  house,  the  atmosphere  then  was,  but  air  not  ren- 
dered to  an  important  degree  less  compatible,  or  at  least  not  ren- 
dered incompatible,  with  the  physical  comfort  of  human  exist- 
ence ;  a  phrase  to  be  understood,  of  course,  with  reference  to  the 
climate  and  habits  of  England.'  I  think  that  the  inconvenience 
made  out  by  the  plaintiff  in  the  present  case  is,  in  the  language  of 
the  learned  judge,  '  more  than  fanciful,  more  than  one  of  mere 
delicacy  or  fastidiousness,  as  an  inconvenience  materially  interfer- 
ing with  the  ordinary  comfort,  physically,  of  human  existence, 
not  merely  according  to  plain,  sober  and  simple  notions  among 
the  English  people  («).'  The  statement  of  the  law  which  I 
have  thus  quoted  accords  entirely  with  what  was  laid  down  in 
the  late  case  of  St.  Heleri's  Smelting   Go.    v.   Tipping^  which 

1  Walter  ®.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.        ^  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co. 
15.  4  B.  &  L.  508. 
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went  up  to  the  house  of  lords.  'A  man  may  not  use  his  own 
property  so  as  to  injure  his  neighbor.  When  he  sends  on  the 
property  of  his  neighbor  noxious  smells,  smokes,  etc.,  then  he 
is  not  doing  an  act  on  his  own  property  only,  but  he  is  doing  an 
act  on  his  neighbor's  pi'operty  also,  because  every  man,  by  common 
law,  has  a  right  to  the  pure  air,  and  to  have  no  noxious  smells 
or  smoke  sent  on  his  land,  unless  by  a  period  of  time  a  man  has 
by  what  is  called  a  prescriptive  right  obtained  the  power  of 
throwing  a  burden  on  his  neighbor's  property.  When  great 
works  have  been  created  and  carried  on,  works  which  are 
the  means  of  developing  the  national  wealth,  you  must  not 
stand  on  extreme  rights.  Business  could  not  go  on  if  that 
were  so.  Every  thing  must  be  looked  at  from  a  reasonable 
point  of  view ;  therefore  the  law  does  not  regard  as  trifling  and 
small  inconveniences,  but  only  regards  sensible  inconveniences  — 
injuries  which  sensibly  diminish  the  comfort,  enjoyment  or  value 
of  the  property  which  is  affected.  This  was  the  language  of  Mr. 
Justice  Mellok,  and  was  held  to  be  correct  by  the  other  judges  in 
answer  to  a  question  submitted  to  them  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  by  the  noble  lords  who  took  part  in  disposing  of  the  appeal. 
Lord  Chancellor  Westbury  said  in  his  judgment :  "  If  a  man 
lives  in  a  town,  of  necessity  he  must  submit  himself  to  the  con- 
sequence of  those  obligations  of  trade  which  may  be  carried  on 
in  his  immediate  locality  which  are  actually  necessary  for  trade 
and  commerce,  also  for  the  enjoyment  of  property,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  of  the  public  at 
large."  Here,  the  fault  of  the  defendant's  case  is,  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  sending  these  clouds  of  smoke  into  his  neighbor's 
houses  is  necessary  at  all,  or  that  the  defendant  has  taken  any 
means  to  avoid  it.  Lord  Cran worth  mentioned  his  charge,  in  a 
case  he  had  tried  while  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  as  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  law.  The  action,  his  lordship  said,  "  was  for 
smoke  in  the  town  of  Shields.  It  was  proved  incontestibly  that 
smoke  did  come,  and  in  some  degree  interfered  with  a  certain 
person,  but  I  said,  '  you  must  look  at  it,  not  with  a  view  to 
the  question  whether,  abstractly,  that  quantity  of  smoke  was  a 
nuisance,  but  whether  it  was  a  nuisance  to  the  person  living  in 
the  town  of  Shields ;'  because  if  it  only  added  in  an  infinitesimal 
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degree  to  the  quantity  of  the  smoke,  I  thought  that  the  state  of 
the  town  rendered  it  altogether  impossible  to  call  it  a  nuisance." 
This  was  a  case  at  law,  but  the  rule  in  equity  is  the  same. 
Beardmore  v.  Treadwell^ '  was  a  bill  to  restrain  a  nuisance ; 
and  in  the  course  of  his  judgment  the  Vice-Chancellor  observed  : 
"  Where  a  man  is  injuring  his  neighbor  to  a  very  material 
extent  in  a  way  not  absolutely  necessary  and  unavoidable  in 
order  to  enjoyment  of  his  own  fair  private  right,  this  court  is 
always  disposed  to  interfere."  The  learned  judge  afterward 
quotes  with  approbation  the  following  language  of  Mr.  Justice 
Willis  :  "  The  common -law  right  which  every  proprietor  of 
a  dwelling-house  has  to  have  the  air  uncontaminated  and 
unpolluted,  is  subject  to  this  qualification  ;  that  necessities 
may  answer  for  the  interference  with  that  right,  ^j>w  hono 
puhlico,  to  this  extent,  that  such  interference  being  in  respect 
of  a  matter  essential  to  the  business  of  life,  and  being  con- 
ducted in  a  reasonable  and  proper  manner,  and  in  a  reason- 
able and  proper  place."  *  The  Yice-Chancellor  adds :  "  If 
there  be  another  place  where  it  may  be  conducted  without  inju- 
rious consequences,  or  with  less  injury  according  to  law,  the 
right  of  a  person  complaining  to  have  his  air  uncontaminated 
and  unpolluted,  would  be  clear." '  These  and  other  authorities 
show  that,  while  the  plaintiffs  cannot  insist  upon  the  complete 
immunity  from  all  interference  which  they  might  have  in  the  coun- 
try, the  defendant  cannot,  on  that  ground,  justify  throwing  into 
the  air,  in  and  around  the  plaintiff's  houses,  any  impurity  which 
there  are  known  means  of  guarding  against.  It  was  proved, 
on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  that  there  are  other  establishments  of 
various  kinds  in  the  same  part  of  the  city,  from  whose  works 
more  smoke  is  sent  forth  than  from  the  defendant's  mill ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand  the  plaintiffs  have  given  evidence  that  the  smoke 
from  these  establishments,  though  they  have  been  many  years  in 
operation,  never  reached  the  plaintiffs'  houses  so  as  to  cause  any 
inconvenience  to  their  occupants.     I  have  no  doubt  it  is  from 

'  Beardmore  v.  Treadwell,  31  L.  J.  «  Crump  ■».  Lambert,  3  L.   R.  (Eq. 

(N.  S.)  286.  Ca.)  409  ;  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  58  Penn. 

"^  Barnes    v.  Hathorn,  54   Me.  372 ;  St.  375 ;  Ross  v.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green 

Pickard  v.  CoUins,  23  Barb.  (N.  T.  S.  (N.  J.),  294 ;  Duncan  v.  Hayes,  22  N.  J. 

C.)  444 ;  Mahan  v.  Brown,  13  Wend.  26. 
(N.  T.)  261. 
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the  defendant's  engine  that  the  smoke  now  complained  of  comes ; 
but,  had  it  been  partly  or  chiefly  from  the  others,  the  fact  would 
have  been  no  justification  of  additional  injury  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant. 

The  learned  counsel  for  the  defendant  argued  that  there  could 
be  no  injunction,  except  at  the  suit  of  the  occupier,  and  that  the 
other  plaintiff  was  improperly  made  a  plaintiff  in  respect  of  the 
other  plaintiff's  residence,  apd  that  no  relief  could  be  had  in 
respect  of  a  nuisance  of  this  kind  affecting  the  houses  they  have 
rented  to  others.  But  if  the  defendant  is  restrained  as  respects 
Mr,  Richard  Cartwright's  residence,  this  renders  the  question 
immaterial  as  to  the  other  houses,  for  the  discontinuance  of 
the  nuisance,  as  to  the  former,  would  involve  its  discontinu- 
ance as  to  the  latter ;  and  if  the  one  plaintiff  is  improp- 
erly joined,  this  does  not,  under  the  present  practice,  disen- 
title the  other  to  relief.  I  do  not  find,  however,  that  the 
rule  at  law,  which  forbids  an  action  for  a  nuisance  like  that 
here  except  by  the  occupier,  is  a  rule  of  this  court.  As 
to  the  sparks,  the  defendant  has  given  evidence  to  show 
that  a  screen  which  he  has  put  on  the  top  of  the  pipe  since 
the  commencement  of  the  suit,  has  removed  this  cause  of  com- 
plaint. It  is  sworn  that  the  screen  is  among  the  closest  made, 
and  closer  than  one  generally  made  for  this  purpose.  Sparks  do 
still  pass  through,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  before,  and  there 
is  no  evidence  that  it  would  be  possible  by  any  contrivance  to 
prevent  them  to  a  greater  degree  than  the  defendant  has  now 
done.  No  case  was  cited  which  would  justify  me  in  holding  it  a 
nuisance  to  make  use  of  machinery  driven  by  steam,  in  this  part 
of  the  town  ;  and  if  a  certain  amount  of  danger  to  the  houses  in 
the  neighborhood  is  the  necessary  consequence,  it  seems  to  be  a 
consequence  which  as  owners  of  town  property  they  must  accept 
subject  to  any  right  they  may  happen  to  have  to  damages  at  law, 
in  ease  of  actual  loss.  The  case  is  not  the  same  as  a  corning-house 
to  powder-mills,  as  in  Orowder  v.  Tinkler^  which  was  cited  by 
the  learned  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  in  support  of  this  branch  of 
his  case.  The  claim  of  the  bill  founded  on  the  noise  made  by  the 
engine  was  not  much  pressed.  The  noise  is  less  since  the  com- 
pletion of  the  defendant's  building  than  it  was  previously  ;  and, 
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on  the  whole,  evidence  does  not  appear  to  be  such  now  as  to  inter- 
fere sensibly  with  the  comfort  of  persons  in  average  health  living 
in  the  plaintiffs'  house.  My  opinion  on  the  whole  case  is  that 
the  defendant  has  a  right  to  use  steam  for  propelling  his  machin- 
ery, but  is  bound  to  employ  such  reasonable  precautions  in  the 
use  of  it  as  may  prevent  unnecessary  danger  to  his  neighbor's 
property  from  sparks,  and  unnecessary  annoyance  or  injury  to 
them  from  the  noise  or  smoke ;  that  though  he  seems,  since  the 
bill  was  tiled,  to  have  performed  this  duty  as  respects  these  sparks 
and  noise,  he  has  done  nothing  in  respect  to  the  smoke;  and  that 
the  plaintiff's  complaint  in  reference  thereto  is  well  founded. 
The  decree  will  therefore  require  the  defendant  to  desist  from 
using  his  steam  engine  in  such  a  manner  as  to  occasion  damage 
or  annoyance  to  the  plaintiffs,  or  either  of  them,  as  owning  or 
occupying  the  houses  mentioned  in  the  bill." 

Sec.  439.  Smoke  alone  may  constitute  a  nuisance,  but  in  order 
to  have  that  effect,  it  must  either  produce  a  tangible  injury  to 
property,  as  by  the  discoloration  of  buildings,'  injury  to  vege- 
tation,' the  discoloration  of  furniture,'  the  deposit  of  cinders 
thereon,*  the  discoloration  of  clothes  hung  up  to  dry,*  the  dis- 
coloration of  goods  of  any  kind,'  and  in  fact,  any  tangible  injury 
to  property,  real  or  personal,  or  it  must  sensibly  impair  its  com- 
fortable enjoyment."     The  precise  degree  of  discomfort  that  must 

>  Wesson  «.  Washburiie    Iron    Co.,  5ar;i6s  v.  ^cA;roy(i,26  L.  T.  (N.  S.)693, 

13  Allen  (Mass.),  95  ;  Cooper  v.  North  black  smoke  ;  Bareham  v.  Hall,  21   L. 

British  R.  R.  Co.,  36  Jur.  169,  3  Macph.  T.  (N.  S.)  116,  brick-kiln  near  dwell- 

117.  ing ;  Higgins  v.  Ouardians  of  Herndon 

^  Slavin  v.  North  Brancepeth  Coal  Union,  23  id.  753,  smoke  from  salt- 
Co.  ,  31  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  15-4.  works  near  dwelling  ;  Roberts  v.  Clark, 

'  Lord  Colchester  v.  Ellis,  Cor. ;  Ab-  17  id.  384  ;  smoke  from  brick-kiln  near 

BOTT,  J.,  3  Starkie's  Ev.  .567.  villa;  Rhett  v.  Davis,  5   S.  (Sc.)  217, 

^  Wesson  ■«.  Washburne  Iron  Co.,  18  smoke  from  cook  ovens  ;  Luscombe  v. 

Allen  (Mass.),  95.  Steere,  17  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  239,  smoke  from 

5  Hutchins   v.  Smith,   63    Barb.  (N.  brick-kiln ;  Crump  v.  Lambert,  3  L.  R. 

Y.  S.  C.)  252  ;  Cartwright  v.  Gray,  12  (Eq.  Ca.)  409,  17  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  133,  blast 

Grant's  Ch.  Ca.  (Ont.)  400.  furnace  near  dwelling  emitting  dense 

^  Sampson  v.  Smith,  8  Sim.  272.  volumes    of     smoke  ;    Beardmore    v. 

'  Hyatt  V.  Myers.n  N.  C.  371,  smoke  Treadwell,  7  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  307 ;  3  Giff. 

from  planing-mill  ;  Walter  v.  Selfe,   4  783,  brick-kiln  near  dwelling ;   Bam- 

Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  15,  brick-kiln    near  ford  v.  Turnley,  3  B.  &  S.  61,  6  L.  T. 

dwelling  ;  Hutchins  v.  Smith,  63  Barb.  (N.  S.)  731,  brick-kiln  near  dwelling  ; 

(N.   Y.    S.    C.)   353,    lime-kiln     near  N&rris  v.  Barnes,  25  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  622, 

dwelling ;  Reg.  v.  Waterhouse,  7  Q.  B.  bichrome  works  near  dwelliug  emit- 

545,  26  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  761,  black  smoke  ting  dense  volumes  of  smoke  ;   Ward 

from  dye  works  in  populous  locality  ;  v.  Lang,  35  Jur.  408.  chemical  works 
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be  produced  to  constitute  a  business  a  nuisance  that  emits  smoke 
near  a  dwelling  cannot  be  definitely  stated.  No  fixed  rule  can 
be  given  that  will  be  applicable  to  every  given  case.  That  is 
necessarily  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury  to  find.'  The  rule  is, 
that  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  the  premises  must  be  sensibly 
diminished,"  either  by  actual  tangible  injury  to  property  itself,' 
or  by  the  promotion  of  such  physical  discomfort,  as  detracts 
sensibly,  from  the  ordinary  enjoyment  of  life.*  The  fact  that  the 
business  is  productive  of  inconvenience  to  others,  on  the  one 
hand,  or  shocks  the  tastes  of  fastidious  people  on  the  other ; ' 
that  it  diminishes  the  value  of  property  in  the  vicinity,  or  pre- 
vents it  from  being  let  at  such  high  rental  as  it  otherwise  would 
be  *  is  not  the  test,  for  every  person  has  a  right  to  do  with  his 


emitting  umoke  in  large  volumes ; 
Donald  v.  Humphrey,  14  F.  (Sc.)  1206, 
brick-kiln  near  dwelling  ;  Barlow  v. 
Kinnear,  2  Kerr  (N.  B.),  94,  steam  mill 
near  dwelling  ;  Cartwright  v.  Oray,  12 
Grant's  Ch.  Cases  (Ont.),  500,  smoke 
from  steam  engine  in  planing  mill ; 
Pollock  V.  Lester,  11  Hare,  269,  brick- 
kiln near  lunatic  asylum ;  Cavey  v. 
Ledbitter,  13  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  470,  brick- 
kiln near  dwelling  ;  FusUeer  v.  Spauld!^ 
ing,  2  La.  273  ;  brick-kiln  near  dwell- 
ing ;  Barwell  v.  Brooks,  1  L.  T.  (X.  S.) 
75,  454,  brick-kiln  near  dwelling ;  Rosa 
V.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.).  294, 
pottery  works  near  dwelling ;  Ottawa 
Gas  Co.  V.  Thompson,  29  111.  598,  smoke 
and  odor  from  gas  works ;  Duncan  v. 
Hayes,  22  N.  J.  26,  steam  planing- 
mill  near  dwelling ;  Shuttleworth  v. 
Cocker,  9  Dow.  P.  C.  88,  smoke  and  dust 
from  defendant's  mill  ;  Wesson  v. 
Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13  Allen  (Mass.), 
*  95,  iron  works  near  an  inn  emitting 
smoke  and  cinders  ;  Rhodesv.  Dunbar, 
58  Penn.  St.  275,  steam  planing-mill 
near  dwelling  ;  Norcross  v.  Thorns,  51 
Me.  503,  blacksmith  shop  near  house  ; 
Galbraith  v.  Oliver,  3  Pittsburgh  Rep. 
79,  steam  planing-mill ;  Richards  v. 
Pho&nix  Iron  Co.,  7  P.  F.  Smith  (Penn.), 
105,  iron-works  near  dwelling;  Thie- 
bault  V.  Conover,  11  Fla.  143,  steam  mill 
emitting  smoke  and  cinders  ;  Rich  v. 
Basterfield,  2  C.  &  K.  257,  smoke  from 
chimney  of  a  dwelling-house  ;  Whalen 
V.  Keith,  35  Mo.  87,  smoke-stack  near 
dwelling;  Simpson  v.  Smith,  8  Sim. 
272,  steam  engine  near  dwelling  and 
store  ;  Monteathx.  Lang,  37  Jur.  265,  3 
Macph.  726,  black  smoke  from  furnace ; 


Lang  v.  Muirhead,  2  S.  (Sc.)  73,  chim- 
ney near  plaintiff's  windows ;  Sampson 
V.  Savage,  37  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  374; 
smoke  from  chimneys  of  workshops  ; 
Bennett  v.  Thompson,  37  id.  51,  smoke 
from  chimneys  of  workshops ;  Regina 
V.  Barry,  9  Law  Rep.  (Am.)  124  ;  Pat- 
TESON,  J.,  in  Queen  v.  Murspratt  Alkali 
Works,  cited  in  Regina  v  Barry- 
(supra) ;  Citizens'  Gas  Light  Co.  v. 
Cleveland,  5  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  201, 
gas  words ;  Hudson  v.  Madison,  12 
Sim.  417 ;  Semple  v.  London  &  Bir- 
mingham R.  R.  Co.,  1  Railway  Ca.  120 
Cleave  v.  Mahany,  9  W.  R.  881,  brick 
kiln ;  Aldred's  Case,  9  Coke,  102 
Jones  V.  Powell,  Palm.  539,  glass-house 
Gullick  V.  Tremlett,  20  W.  R.  358,  smoke 
from  forge  ;  Butler  v.  Rogers,  1  Stockt. 
(N.  J.)  487,  blacksmith  shop;  Robin's 
Case,  cited  in  Jones  v.  Powell,  Palm. 
536,  injury  to  goods  by  smoke  from 
beer-house  ;  Swaine  v.  Great  Northern 
R.  R.  Co.,  33  L.  J.  (Ch.)  390;  Adams 
V.  Michael,  38  Md.  234. 

The  above  are  cases  in  which  smoke 
ajone  has  been  held  to  be  a  nuisance, 
when  producing  actual,  tangible  injury 
to  property,  or  interfering  with  its 
ordinary  enjoyment. 

'  Pilcher  v.  Hart,  1  Humphrey 
(Tenn.),  524;  Burnham  v.  Hotchkiss, 
14  Conn.  318. 

'^  Regina  v.  Barry,  9  L.  R.  (Ameri- 
can, Boston)  124. 

»  Ross  V.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green  (N. 
J.),  294. 

•»  Duncan  v.  Hayes,  22  N.  J.  26. 

^  Barnes  v.  Hathorn,  54  Me.  274. 

^  Ross  V.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green  (N. 
J.)  294. 
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own  property  as  he  sees  tit,  so  long  as  he  does  not  invade  the 
rights  of  his  neighbor  unreasonably,  judged  by  the  ordinary 
standards  of  life,  according  to  the  notions  and  habits  of  the  peo- 
ple of  ordinary  sensibilities,  and  simple  tastes.' 

The  law  strikes  a  medium  line  between  the  two  extremes.  On  the 
one  hand  it  does  not  recognize  that  impregnation  of  the  atmos- 
piiere  with  foreign  substances  that  is  merely  disagreeable  to  peo- 
ple of  delicate  sensibilities  and  fastidious  tastes  as  unlawful,' 
nor,  on  the  other  hand,  does  it  uj)hold  a  trade  producing 
those  results,  because  to  persons  of  perverted  sensiljilities,  no  dis- 
agreeable effects  are  experienced,  but  *  regards  all  such  occupa- 
tions or  uses  of  property  as  unwarrantably  interfere  with  the 
comfortable  enjoyment  of  property,  by  persons  of  ordinary  sensi- 
bilities and  tastes  and  habits  of  life,  as  a  nuisance.*  Neither  does 
the  law  refuse  to  interfere  and  give  protection  to  a  party  because 
the  injury  is  only  occasional,  and  exists  but  a  short  time  at  occa- 
sional intervals.*  An  unwarrantiible  use  of  property  that  inter- 
feres with  the  i-ights  of  anotiier  is  a  nuisance,  and  will  be  re- 
dressed as  such  both  by  courts  of  law  and  equity,  if  they  exist 
only  for  a  few  moments  each  day.*  At  law,  the  simple  question 
is,  whether  a  legal  right  has  been  invaded  ;  if  so,  even  though  no 
actual  damage  has  resulted,  the  law  will  import  damage,  to  sus- 
tain the  right,^  and  in  equit}',  if  a  legal  right  has  been  invaded, 
and  a  repetition  of  the  injury  is  threatened,  or  is  probable,  the 
offender  will  be  enjoined.* 

Sec.  440.  In  Crump  v.  Lmnbert,  3  L.  R.  (Eq.  Cas.)  407,  the 
defendant  erected  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plaintiff's  dwelling  an 
establishment  for  the  manufacture  of  iron  bedsteads,  containing 
two  blast  furnaces,  one  of  which  was  in  constant  operation,  for 
the  purpose  of  smelting  iron,  in  which  operation  coke  was  burnt 

'  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  *  Ross  v.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green   (  N. 

15  ;  Cleaveland  v.  Citizens  Gas  Light  J.),  294 ;  Hutcbins  v.  Smith,   63  Barb. 

Co.,  5  C.  E.  Green  (N.  .!.),  201  ;  Cleve  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  252. 

V.  Mahanv,  9  W.  R.    881  ;  Roberts   o.  '  Ross  v.  Butler,  ante. 

Clark,  17  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  374 ;  Crump  v.  «  Attorney-General  v,  Sheffield  Gas 

Lambert,  3  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca.  409.  Co.,  19  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  648 

'^  "Water  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  '  Ashby  v.  White,  2  Ld.  Raym.  1024. 

15;  4  DeG.  &  S.  325  ;  19  L.  T.  308  ;  Cleve-  «  Sparhawks  c.  The  Union  Passen- 

land  u.  Citizens  Gas  Light  Co.,  56  0.  E.  ger  Railway,   4  P.   F.Smith   (Penn.), 

Green  (N.  J.),  201.  404;  Butler  t).   Rogers,   1   Stockt.  (N. 

'  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  58  Penn.  St.  275.  J.)  487. 
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and  lime  used  as  a  flux.  A  large  quantity  of  coal  was  also  used 
in  driving  a  steam  engine,  and  at  smiths'  forges  in  the  factory. 
The  smoke  and  effluvia  passed  off  through  a  chimney  fifty  feet  in 
height,  located  about  fifty-eight  yards  from  the  plaintiff's  house. 
Large  quantities  of  smoke  issued  from  the  chimneys  and  settled 
upon  and  around  the  plaintiff's  house,  and  interfered  with  the 
comfortable  enjoyment  of  life  there.  Upon  the  hearing  before 
Lord  RoMiLLY,  M.  E..,  the  defendant  insisted  that  smoke  alone, 
or  noise  alone,  or  noxious  vapors  alone,  would  not  create  a  nui- 
sance ;  but  the  court  said :  "  "With  respect  to  the  question  of  law,  I 
consider  it  to  be  well  settled  by  numerous  decisions  that  smoke 
unaccompanied  with  noise  or  noxious  vapors,  that  noise  alone, 
that  offensive  vapors  alone,  although  not  injurious  to  health,  may 
severally  constitute  a  nuisance  to  the  owner  of  adjoining  or 
neighboring  property ;  ^  *  *  and  the  rule  upon  the  subject 
is  the  same,  whether  it  be  enforced  by  action  at  law  or  a  bill  in 
equity." 

Sec.  441.  The  doctrine  of  this  case  has  been  adopted  by  the 
courts  of  this  country,  and  it  may  be  regarded  as  well  settled  that 
smoke  alone,  whether  accompanied  with  cinders  or  not,  is  a  nui- 
sance whenever  it  is  developed  in  sufiicient  quantities  to  interfere 
with  the  comfortable  enjoyment,  physically,  of  adjoining  prop- 
erty.' 

Sec.  442.  In  Hutchins  v.  Smith,  63  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  0.)  252, 
the  defendant  erected  two  lime  kilns  across  the  road  from  the 
plaintiff's  house  and  about  204  feet  distant.  The  kilns  were 
filled  with  limestone,  and  anthracite  coal,  and  wood,  and  about 
fourteen  tons  of  coal  were  employed  in  the  process  of  burning 
the  two  kilns.  During  the  early  part  of  the  burning  a  dense 
black  smoke  escaped  from  the  kilns,  more  or  less  filled  with  gas 
and  particles  of  dust,  and  when  the  wind  blew  from  the  north- 

'  Ross  V.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green  (N.  Smelting  Co.  v.  Tipping,  11  H.  L.  Gas. 

J.),  294;  Duncan  v.  Hayes,  23  N.  J.  26;  642  ;  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  and 

Cleaveland  v.  Gas-light  Co.,  20  id.  209  ;  Eq.  15  ;  4  De  G.  &  Sm.  322  ;  Saville  v. 

Hutchins  v.  Smith,  63  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  Killner,  26  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  277;   Wash 

C.)  252 ;  Attorney-General  v.  Stewart,  burn   v.   Wasson   Iron   Co.,   13  Allen 

20  N.J.  415;Rhodes®.Dunbar,58Penn.  (Mass.),    95;    Galbraith  v.    Oliver,    3 

St.  275  ;  Richards  v.  Phenix  Iron  Co.,  Pittsburgh  Rep.  (Penn.)  79 ;  Whiting 

7  P.  F.  Smith  (Penn.),  105 ;   St.  Helen  v.  Bartholomew,  21  Conn.  213. 
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■west  the  smoke,  gas  and  dust  were  driven  upon  the  plaintiff's 
premises,  and  into  and  upon  his  dwelling,  rendering  the  air 
very  unpleasant  and  disagreeable  to  breathe.  The  dust  from  the 
smoke  settled  upon  the  furniture,  and  upon  the  cream  on  the  milk 
set  away  to  rise,  and  produced  pain  in  the  eyes  and  head  of  those 
within  its  sphere,  and  was  productive  of  ill  effects  to  those  with 
weak  lungs.  In  laying  down  the  rule  of  law  applicable  to  this 
class  of  injuries,  Haedin,  J.,  said :  "  The  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
enjoy  his  premises  free  from  the  presence  of  smoke,  gases  or  dust 
proceeding  from  the  defendants'  kilns,  and  the  defendants  have 
no  right  thus  to  pollute  the  air  and  disturb  the  coinfortahU 
enjoyment  of  the  plaintiff's  premises.''^ 

Sec.  443.  In  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  15 ;  15  Jur.  416, 
the  plaintiff*  was  the  owner  of  a  dwelling-house,  with  an  office  and 
outbuildings,  and  grounds  adjoining.  The  defendant  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  bricks  upon  premises  adjoining,  and 
the  smoke  developed  in  the  process  of  burning  floated  over  the 
plaintiff's  premises,  and  entered  his  dwelling,  and  rendered  its 
enjoyment  physically  uncomfortable. 

It  was  contended  upon  the  part  of  plaintiff  that  he  had  a  right 
to  an  untainted  and  unpolluted  stream  of  air  from  all  directions 
over  his  premises,  but  this  right  was  denied  by  the  defendant. 
KjnoHT  Bkuce,  Y.  C,  in  disposing  of  this  question,  said :  "  The 
first  point  disputed  or  not  conceded  is  the  question  as  between 
the  defendant,  in  his  character  of  a  person  owning,  using  and 
occupying  his  parcel  of  land  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  plaintiffs 
in  their  character  of  owner  and  occupants  of  the  house,  offices  and 
gardens  on  the  other,  whether  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  an 
untainted  and  unpolluted  stream  of  air  for  the  necessary  supply, 
and  reasonable  use  of,  the  occupant  and  his  family  there ;  or,  in 
other  words,  to  have  there,  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  breath 
and  life,  an  unpolluted  and  untainted  atmosphere.  And  there 
can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  in  fact  or  in  law  that  this  question 
must  be  answered  in  the  affirmati/ve,  meaning  by  untainted  and 
unpolluted,  not  air  as  fresh,  free  and  pure  as  at  the  time  of  build- 
ing the  plaintiff's  house  the  atmosphere  then  was,  but  air  not  ren- 
dered to  an  important  degree  less  compatible,  or,  at  least,  not 
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rendered  incompatible  with  the  physical  comfort  of  human  exist- 
ence, a  phrase  to  be  understood,  of  course,  with  reference  to  the 
climate  and  habits  of  England.     *     *     *     That  the  process  of 
manufacturing  brick  in  the  manner  begun  and  continued  by  the 
defendant  must  communicate  smoke,  vapor  and  floating  substances 
of  some  kind  to   the   air,   is  certain.     I  think  it  plain,   also, 
from    the     relative    position    of    the    two    parties,    that    this 
sm^oJce^    and   this   vapor,    and    these  floating  substances,  must 
wholly,    or    to    a  great  extent,   in  fact,  become    mixed   with 
the    air    supplied    to    the    plaintiff's   house,  and  in    part,    at 
least,    of   the    garden    or    pleasure  ground    belonging    to    it, 
and  this,  without  being  previously  so  dispersed  or  attenuated  as 
to  become  imperceptible,  or  to  be  materially  impaired  or  dimin- 
ished in  force.     I  conceive  that  the  plaintiff's  house,  and  at  least 
a  part  of  his  pleasure  grounds,  must  in  general,  or  often  if  the 
manufacture  shall  proceed,  be  subject,  substantially,  as  far  as  the 
quality  of  the  atmosphere  is  concerned,  to  the  original  and  full 
strength  of  the  mixture  or  dose  produced.     The  question  then 
arises  whether  this  is  or  will  be  an  inconvenience  to  the  occupant 
of  the  plaintiff's  house  —  a  question   which   I  think   must   be 
answered  in  the  afiirmative  —  though  whether  to  the  extent  of 
being  noxious  to  human  health,  to  animal  health  in  any  sense,  or 
to  vegetable  health,  I  do  not  say,  nor  do  I  deem  it  necessary  to 
intimate  any  opinion,  for  it  is  with  a  private  and  not  a  public 
nuisance  that  the  defendant  is  charged."     As  to  the  degree  of 
discomfort  to  be  produced  by  an  impregnation  of  the  atmosphere 
by  foreign  substances  in  order  to  create  a  nuisance,  the  learned 
Yice-Chancelloe  said  "  The  important  point  next  to  be  consid- 
ered, I  conceive  may  be  thus  put:     Ought  this  inconvenience  to 
be  considered  in  fact  as  more  than  fanciful,  or  as  one  of  mere  del- 
icacy and  fastidiousness,  as  an  inconvenience  interfering  with  the 
ordinary  comfort,  physically,  of  human  existence,  not  merely 
according  to  elegant  or  dainty  modes  and  habits  of  living,  but 
according  to  plain,  sober  and  simple  notions,  among  the  English 
people  ?     And  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  point  is  against  the 
defendant.     As  far  as  the  human  frame  in  an  average  state  of 
health  at  least,  is  concerned,  mere  insalubrity,  me/'eunwholesome- 
ness,  may  possibly  be  out  of  the  case ;  but  the  same  may,  perhaps, 
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be  asserted  of  mutton  tallow  and  other  such  inventions  less  sweet 
than  wholesome.  That  does  not  decide  the  dispute.  Smell  may 
be  sickening,  though  not  in  a  medical  sense.  Ingredients  may 
be,  I  believe,  mixed  with  air  of  such  a  nature  as  to  affect  the  pal- 
ate disagreeably  and  offensively,  though  not  unwholesoraely.  A 
man's  body  may  be  in  a  state  of  chronic  discomfort  still  retaining 
its  health,  and  perhaps  suffer  more  annoyance  from  an  impure  or 
fetid  atmosphere,  from  being  in  a  hale  condition.  Nor  do  I  con- 
ceive it  necessary  to  show  that  vegetable  life,  or  that  health,  either 
universally  or  in  particular  instances,  is  noxiously  affected  by  con- 
tact with  vapor  and  floating  substances  proceeding  from  burning 
bricks.  I  think  that  the  defendant's  intended  proceeding  will,  if 
prosecuted,  abridge  and  diminish  seriously  and  materially  the 
ordinary  comfort  and  existence  of  the  occupants  of  the  plaintiff's 
house,  whatever  their  rank  or  station,  or  whatever  their  state  of 
health  may  be." 

The  doctrine  of  this  case,  in  its  fullest  extent,  has  been  adopted 
by  the  courts  of  this  country  and  England,  and  the  rule  as  to  the 
degree  of  discomfort  requisite  to  be  produced  from  interferences 
with  the  atmosphere,  has  been  generally  adopted  as  the  true  rule.' 

Sec.  444.  The  fact  that  a  person  is  in  a  delicate  state  of  health 
and  thereby  more  readily  susceptible  to  ill  effects  from  the  nuisance, 
or  that  the  property  affected  is  of  a  delicate  character  and  therefore 
more  susceptible  to  injury  than  ordinary  property,  affords  no  de- 
fense whatever ;  any  impregnation  of  the  atmosphere  with  unna- 
tural substances,  or  by  artificial  processes  that  produces  actual 
injury  to  another,  is  a  nuisance,  and  actionable  as  such,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  nature  or  character  of  the  property  affected  thereby.' 
In  Qook  V.  Forbes  the  plaintiffs  were  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  mats  from  cocoanut  fibre,  which  had  to  be  dipped  in 
bleaching  liquids  and  then  hung  out  to  dry.     The  defendants 

'  Tipping  V.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  -y.Washburne  Iron  Co.,  13  Allen  (Mass.), 

4   B.   &   S.   608;   116  Eng.   C.  L.  15;  95;  Davidson  v.  Isham,  3   Stockt.  (N. 

Ross  -».  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  J.)  207  ;  Bamford  v.  Turnley,  3  B.  &  S. 

294;  Francis  «.  Schoelkoopf,  53  N.  Y.  81;  Barnes  v.  Hathorn,  54  Me.  384; 

152 ;    Att'y-Gen'l  v.  Steward,  5  C.  E.  Tenant  «.  Hamilton,  7  C.  &  F.  122 ; 

Green,  415 ;  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  58  Peun.  Cavey  «.  Ledbitter,  13  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  470. 
27o ;  Duncan  «.  Hayes,  22  N.  J.  26 ;        ^  Cook  «.  Forbes,  5  Law  Rep.  (Eq. 

Crump  V.  Lambert,  3  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.)  Ca.)  166 ;  Gullick  v.  Tremlett,  2  Week- 

409  ;  Richards  v.  Phoenix  Iron  Co.,  7  ly  L.  R.  358. 
P.  F.  Smith  (Penn.  St.).  105  ;  Wesson 
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were  manufacturers  of  sulphate  of  ammonia  and  carbonate  of 
ammonia  from  the  ammoniacal  liquor  of  gas  works.  The  fumes 
from  the  defendant's  works,  particularly  when  the  wind  was  in 
the  north-west,  north  or  north-east,  floated  over  the  plaintiff's  prem- 
ises, and  coming  in  contact  with  the  materials  of  the  plaintiff 
hung  out  to  dry,  turned  them  from  a  bright  to  dull  and  blackish 
color,  making  it  necessary  to  dye  the  materials  over  again  at 
great  expense,  the  color  even  then  being  permanently  injured. 
The  court  regarded  this  as  a  clear  case  of  nuisance,  for  which  the 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  redress  in  an  action  at  law,  but,  as  the 
injurious  results  were  only  occasional,  and  accidental  rather  than 
otherwise,  not  a  proper  case  for  an  injunction  until  after  a  verdict 
of  a  court  of  law.  Sir  W.  Page  Wood,  V.  C,  said :  "  It  ap- 
pears to  me  quite  plain  that  a  person  has  a  right  to  carry  on  upon 
his  own  property,  a  manufacturing  process  in  which  he  uses 
chloride  of  tin,  or  any  sort  of  metallic  dye,  and  that  his  neigh- 
bor is  not  at  liberty  to  pour  in  gas  which  will  interfere  with  his 
manufacture.  If  it  can  be  traced  to  the  neighbor  then,  I  appre- 
hend, he  will  be  entitled  to  come  here  and  ask  relief," 

Sec.  445.  The  mere  diminution  of  the  actual  or  rental  value  of 
property  by  the  exercise  of  a  particular  trade,  business  or  use 
of  property  in  its  vicinity  is  not  sufficient  to  make  the  trade,  busi- 
ness or  use  of  property  a  nuisance  when  the  decrease  in  value 
results  from  the  mere  proximity  of  the  business,  and  is  attended 
with  no  other  materially  ill  results.'  But  when  the  business  is 
of  a  character  that  produces  a  sensible,  visible  injury  to  the  prop- 
erty itself,"  or  materially  interferes  with  its  ordinary  enjoyment,* 
the  diminution  in  value  which  results  from  the  nuisance,  is  a  proper 
element  of  damage,  and  in  some  cases  is  the  actual  measure 
thereof." 

When  the  owner  of  the  fee  of  the  premises  affected "  by  the 
nuisance  is  himself  in  possession,  the  injury  that  he  sustains  by 
reason  of  the  discomfort  produced  thereby,  where  no  tangible 

'  Ross  V.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  ^  Cleaveland   v.  Citizens'    Gas-light 

274  ;  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  8  P.  F.  Smith  Co.,  20  N.  J.  209. 

(Penn.)  275.  •»  Houghton  v.  Bankhardt,  3  L.  T.  (N. 

■^  Tipping  V.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  S.)  266. 
116  E.  C.  L.  608 ;  4  B.  &  S.  608. 
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injury  is  inflicted,  together  with  the  diminution  of  the  value  of 
the  premises,  are  proper  elements  from  which  to  estimate  the 
damage.'  But  when  the  premises  are  in  the  possession  of  tenants, 
the  owner  of  the  fee  cannot  maintain  an  action,  unless  there  is  an 
actual  injury  to  the  reversion."  If  by  reason  of  the  nuisance, 
he  is  unable  to  let  his  premises,*  or  is  compelled  to  let  them  at  a 
much  less  rental  than  he  otlierwise  would,  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages would  be  the  injury  to  the  rental  value.*  The  difference 
between  the  rental  value  if  no  nuisance  existed,  and  the  rental 
value  with  the  nuisance  there,  is  the  true  measure.*  If  the 
premises  are  not  let  at  all,  but  have  a  dwelling  upon  them  which 
is  unoccupied  in  consequence  of  the  nuisance,  the  entire  rental 
value  is  the  measure.'  Where  there  are  no  buildings  upon  the 
premises,  but  the  land  is  laid  out  into  building  lots,  which  by 
reason  of  the  nuisance  are  reduced  in  value,  a  recovery  may  be  had 
for  the  difference  between  the  value  of  the  lots  with  the  nuipauce 
there  and  their  value  if  no  nuisance  existed.' 

It  is  no  defense  to  an  action  for  a  nuisance  predicated  upon  the 
loss  of  rent,  resulting  from  an  unlawful  use  of  neighboring  prop- 
erty, that  the  rental  value  of  the  property  has  been  greatly 
increased  by  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  defendant's 
works,  nor  that  they  could  not  be  rented  at  all  if  the  plaiutilfa 
works  were  to  stop,  nor  will  evidence  of  that  character  be 
admitted  either  as  a  defense  or  in  mitigation  of  damages.' 

But  if  the  plaintiff  himself  occupies  the  premises,  the  damages 
are  to  be  measured  by  the  discomfort,  and  the  rental  value  can- 
not be  considered  or  given  in  evidence.' 

Sec.  446.  The  fact  that  the  discomfort  arising  from  the  nui- 

»  Beardmore  v.  Tread  well.  7  L.  T.  (N.  '  Bankhardt  v.  Houghton,  3  h.  T.  (N. 

S.)  207 ;  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  S.)  266. 

&  Eq.  15;  Roberts  v.  Clarke,  17  L.  T.  ^  Bankhardt  v.  Houghton,  id. 

(N.  S.)  384  ;    Luscombe  v.   Steere,  id.  ■•  Peck  v.  Elder,  3  Sandf.  (N.  Y.  Sup. 

229;  Pincknev  «.  Ewen,  4  id.  365.  Ct.)  126;    Dana  v.  Valentine,  5    Met. 

■  Rich  V.  Basterfield,  2  C.  &  K.  257  ;  (Mass.)  8. 

Sampson   ■».   Savage,  37  Eng.  Law  &  »  Francis   v.  Schoelkoppf,  58  N.  Y. 

Eq.  374 ;  Bennett  v.  Thompson,  37  id.  152 ;  Wesson  v.  Washburne  Iron  Co., 

51  ;  Hart  v.  Taylor,  4  Mur.  (S.  C.)  313.  13  Alien  (Mass.),  95,  overruling  a  con- 

^  Saville  v.  Killner,  26  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  trary   doctrine  of   the  courts  of    that 

277 ;  Roberts  v.  Clarke,  17  id.  384.  state. 

*  Francis  v.  Schoelkoppf,  58   N.  Y.  » Potter  ».  Froment,  47  Cal  165. 
152. 
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sance,  or  the  actual  tangible  injury  to  property  itself  therefrom  is 
in  no  measure  commensurate  with  the  pecuniary  loss  to  the 
owner  of  the  works  producing  the  injury,  by  having  his  works 
declared  a  nuisance,  is  entitled  to  no  weight  in  a  court  of  law, 
and  is  in  no  measure  a  defense,  or  a  circumstance  to  be  con- 
sidered, either  by  the  court  or  the  jury.'  If  a  party  has  seen  fit 
to  erect  works  in  the  vicinity  of  the  property  of  others,  which 
may  injuriously  affect  the  surrounding  property,  by  reason  of  its 
noxious  character  or  results,  the  penalty  of  his  temerity  is  to  be 
visited  upon  him,  however  severe  the  loss,  or  however  much  less 
the  damage  may  be  to  his  neighbor  than  to  himself.  The  inno- 
cent are  not  to  suffier,  either  in  their  property  or  comfort,  for  the 
promotion  of  another's  interest  or  profit."  It  was  well  said  by 
Thompson,  J.,  in  Casebeer  v.  Mowry,  55  Penn.  St.  423,  "  The 
amount  of  damage  is  not  the  sole  object  of  an  action  of  this 
nature.  The  right  is  the  great  question.  It  will  not  do  to  hold 
that  one  man  may  with  impunity  invade  the  premises  of  another 
by  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  nuisance,  because  the  damage  may 
not  be  appreciable.  The  law  does  not  justify  or  excuse  such  an 
invasion,  he  it  ever  so  small,  and  allows  the  recovery  of  nominal 
damages,  at  least,  as  evidence  of  the  plaintiff's  right.  In  Pinch- 
ney  v.  Ewens,  4  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  365,  the  defendant  carried  on  the 
trade  of  a  fell-monger  (tanner)  near  the  plaintiff 's  dwelling,  on 
quite  an  extensive  scale.  The  plaintiff  complained  that  when  the 
wind  blew  from  the  direction  of  the  defendant's  works,  noisome 
smells,  extremely  disagreeable,  proceeded  from  the  hides  and 
lime-pits  in  the  building,  and  that  the  water  from  the  pits  had 
fouled  the  water  of  a  stream  that  flowed  through  his  garden  and 

*  Atty.-Genl.    d.   Sheffield    Gas  Co.,  sider  whether  it  was  possible  for  the 

6  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca.  382  ;  Casebeer  v.  Mowrey,  defendants  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

55  Penn.  St.  423 ;  Reg.  «.  Lonston,  29  In  Attorney-General  v.  Leeds,  5  L. 

L.  J.  (M.  C.)  118.  R.  Ch.  App.  589,  the  court  held  that 

'  Cooke  V.  Forbes,  3  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca.  conveniences  could  not  be  balanced ; 

409  ;   Tipping  ®.   St.  Helen  Smelting  that  the  fact  that  on  the  one  hand  the 

Co.,  4  B.  &  S.  608  ;  Salvin  v.  No.  Bran-  preservation  of  the  health  of  a  large 

cepeth  Coal  Co.,  31  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  154.  population  required  that  the  nuisance 

In  Attorney-General  v.  Colney  Hatch  should  go  on,  was  no  defense,  even 

Lunatic  Asylum,  4  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  147,  though  the  number  who  were  actually 

the  court  not  only  refused  to  consider  injured    thereby    was     comparatively 

the  great  damage  which  an  abatement  trifling.     The  simple  question  is,  does 

of  the  nuisance  would  occasion    the.  a   nuisance    exist  ?      If    so,   the    law 

defendants,  but  also  declined  to  con-  gives  a  remedy,  and,  in  a  proper  case, 

equity  will  abate  the  wrong. 
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lawn.  All  the  other  neighbors  in  the  vicinity  of  the  works  testi- 
fied that  they  had  never  known  unpleasant  smells  to  proceed  from 
the  building.     The  court  submitted  three  questions  to  the  jury  : 

"1st.  Was  the  plaintiff's  enjoyment  of  his  property  sensibly . 
diminished  by  the  nuisance,  if  any,  carried  on  by  the  defendant? 

"  2d.  Is  the  trade  of  a  fell-monger  a  proper  trade  ? 

"  3d.  Was  the  trade  carried  on  in  a  proper  place  ? 

To  all  these  questions  the  jury  returned  an  afiirmative  answer, 
and  judgment  was  rendered  upon  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and 
this  judgment  was  sustained  upon  a  case  reserved.  Thus  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  ordinary  uses  of  property  take  precedence  over 
all  others,  and  that  any  use  which  unreasonably  interferes  with 
the  ordinary  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property,  is  in  violation 
of  the  rights  of  others,  and  must  yield  to  the  superior  right,  how- 
ever serious  the  loss,  or  disastrous  the  consequences  may  be  to 
the  wrong-doer.  The  usefulness  of  the  trade,  its  actual  neces- 
sity even,  will  not  operate  as  a  defense.  This  principle  was 
established  many  centuries  ago,  and  has  been  recognized  and 
acted  upon  by  the  courts  with  almost  unswerving  uniformity 
ever  since.  Rolle  in  vol.  2,  pp.  140,  141  of  his  Abridgment, 
refers  to  a  case  {Poynton  v.  Gill),  in  which  an  action  was  brought 
against  the  defendant  for  melting  lead  so  near  to  the  premises  of 
the  plaintiff  that  the  smoke  and  vapors  arising  therefrom  spoiled 
the  grass  and  wood  growing  upon  the  plaintiff's  premises,  and  by 
reason  of  which  he  lost  two  horses  and  a  cow  depasturing  there, 
and  the  learned  author  says :  "  Though  this  was  a  lawful  trade,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  and  necessary  •  yet,  this  shall  not 
excuse  the  action;  for  he  ought  to  use  his  trade  in  waste jplaces, 
and  great  coiwmons,  remote  from  inclosures,  so  that  no  damage 
may  happen  to  the  proprietors  of  land  next  adjoining y  The 
doctrine  of  this  case  is  approvingly  referred  to  by  the  court  in 
Jones  V.  Powell,  Palmer,  536,  and  has  been  reaffirmed  in  many 
cases,  both  ancient  and  modern.* 

'  Respublica  v.   Caldwell,  1   Dallas,  Smith  v.  Cummings,  2  Parsons'  Sel . 

15;  Bradv  v.  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.  Ca.  93;  Motley  v.  Pragrall,  Cro.  Car. 

S.  C.)167;  Taylor  -y.    The  People,  6  510;  Stvnan  «.  Hutchinson,  2  Sel .  N. 

Parker's    Crim.    Rep.    (N,  Y.)347;  P.  1105^  Res  w.  Cross,  2  C.  &  P.  483; 

Catlin  ?3. Valentine,  9  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Smith     v.    McConathy,    9    Mo.    517; 

Y.)  575;  Rex   v.   "Ward,  1   Burrows,  Staple  tJ.  Spring,  10   Mass.  74;  Queen 

333:    Rex  v.   Niel,  2  C.  &  P.   485;  v.  Train,  2  B.   &  S.   640;  Works  v. 

63 
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Sec.  447.  The  pursuit  of  any  trade  or  occupation  that  impreg- 
nates the  air  with  dust  of  any  kind,  to  the  injury  of  another,  is  a 
nuisance.' 

In  Commonwealth  v.  Mann,  4  Gray  (Mass.),  213,  the  respond- 
ent was  indicted  for  a  nuisance,  for  screening  coal  near  a  pubKc 
street  in  Boston  whereby  the  dust  from  the  coal  floated  over  the 
street,  to  the  annoyance  of  travelers,  and  the  owner  of  property 
in  the  vicinity. 

In  Cooper  v.  Randall,  53  111.  54,  the  defendant  was  the  owner 
of  a  flouring  mill  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plaintiffs  dwelling, 
and  the  dust  and  chafi"  from  his  mill  entered  the  plaintiff's 
dwelling,  and  settled  upon  it,  injuring  the  building  and  im- 
pairing its  comfortable  enjoyment.  This  was  held  a  nuisance, 
and  it  may  be  regarded  as  well  settled,  that  any  trade,  occupa- 
tion or  use  of  property  that  impregnates  the  atmosphere  with 
any  foreign  substance,  that  produces  a  tangible  injury  to  prop- 
erty, or  sensibly  impairs  its  comfortable  enjoyment,  is  a  nui- 
sance. 

Sec.  448.  The  fact  that  the  trade  producing  smoke  to  an  extent 
to  become  a  nuisance  is  a  lawful  trade,  or  that  it  was  carried  on 
for  purposes  that  are  necessary  and  useful  to  the  community,  or 
that  it  is  carried  on  in  a  reasonable  and  proper  manner,  or  in  a 
proper  place,  will  not  operate  to  relieve  the  owner  from  liability 
if  the  trade  in  fact  is  productive  of  such  ill  results  to  others  as  to 
make  it  a  nuisance." 

If  the  work  is  prosecuted  for  the  government  even,  and  pro- 
Junction  R.  R.  Co.  5  McLean  (U.  S.),  works  entering  an  inn  and  settling 
425;  Rex  «.  Ward,  4  Ad.  &  El.  384;  upon  furniture .  In  Whitney?;.  Bar- 
Rex  V.  Morris,  1  B.  &  Ad.  441  ;  Rex  v.  tholomew,  21  Conn .  213,  cinders  and 
Tindall,  6  Ad.  &  El.  143 ;  Beardmore  ashes  from  blacksmith  shop  entering 
v.  Treadwell,  31  L.  J.  (N.  S.)  286;  dwelling  and  settling  upon  furniture 
Attorney-General  v.  Colney  Hatch  and  spoiling  water  in  the  plaintiff 's 
Lunatic  Asylum,  4  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  147 ;  well.  In  Cartwright  v.  Gray,  12  Grant's 
Attorney-General  v.  Leeds,  5  id.  589.     Ch.  Ca.  (Ont.)  400,  cinders  from  steam 

^  Cooper  V.  No.  British  R.  R.  Co.,  36  planing  mill  settling  upon  linen  hung 
Jur.  169.  In  Hutchins  v.  Smith,  63  out  to  dry.  In  Cooke  v.  Forbes,  5 
Barb.  (N  Y.  S.  C.)  252,  dust  from  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca.  166,  gases  discoloring 
lime   kiln   settling  on    furniture  and     plaintiff 's  mats. 

milk.  In  Ross  v.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  ^  pic^ney  v.  Ewens,  4  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 
Green,  294,  cinders  from  pottery  works  365  ;  Stockport  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Pot- 
settling  upon  buildings  and  premises,  ter,  7  H.  «&  N.  159  ;  Respublica  ».  Cauld 
In  Wesson  w.  Washburne  Iron  Co.,  well,  1  Dallas,  161;  Tipping «.  St.  Helen 
13  Allen  (Mass.),  95,  cinders  from  iron     Smelting  Co.,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  642. 
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vides  the  materials  requisite  for  national  defense,  this  will  be  no 
answer  to  a  suit  for  damages  resulting  to  others  from  its  prosecu- 
tion. '  The  rights  of  habitation  are  superior  to  the  rights  of  trade, 
and  whenever  they  conflict,  the  rights  of  trade  must  yield  to  the 
primary  or  natural  right." 

BRICK   BURNING. 

Sec.  449.  There  is  no  exception  made  by  the  law  in  favor  of 
any  trade,  when  its  results  are  such  as  to  injuriously  affect  the 
property  of  another ;  therefore,  brick  burning  stands  upon  pre- 
cisely the  same  grounds  as  any  other  business  producing  smoke, 
and  is  adjudged  a  nuisance  or  not  by  the  same  rules  of  law  and 
evidence  as  apply  to  any  other  use  of  property  producing  similar 
results.  If  the  business  is  carried  on  near  the  habitations  of  men, 
and  in  the  process  of  burning  the  brick,  large  quantities  of  smoke 
are  developed,  that  float  over  the  premises  of  others  and  injures 
the  property  or  impairs  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  others  res- 
ident there,  it  is  a  nuisance  and  actionable  as  such ;  but  if  no  such 
results  ensue,  it  is  not  a  nuisance,  and  the  business  is  strictly 
lawful. 

Sec.  450.  It  was  at  one  time  doubted  whether  this  branch  of 
business  could  be  regarded  as  a  nuisance  when  the  brick  were 
made  from  a  part  of  the  soil  upon  which  they  were  burned,  and 
because  they  were  used  for  the  purposes  of  building ;  but  it  will 
be  seen  by  the  cases  referred  to  that  this  erroneous  doctrine  has 
long  since  yielded  to  the  strict  application  of  the  principles 
that  underlie  the  whole  doctrine  of  nuisances.  It  is  a  little 
singular  that  any  such  doctrine  should  ever  have  had  even  a  brief 
existence,  as  it  is  clearly  opposed  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
time-honored  maxim  upon  which  the  whole  law  of  nuisances  rests, 
"  sic  utere  tuo,  etcP  There  can  be  no  more  excuse  for  a  man  to 
corrupt  the  air  that  floats  over  my  premises  with  smoke  and  del- 
eterious vapors,  because  his  soil  yields  brick  clay,  than  there  can 
be  for  his  sending  similar  mixtures  there  from  the  exercise  of  any 
other  business.     The  principle,  and  indeed  the  law  now,  is  the 

^Beardmore  v.  Tread  well,  7  L.  T.  (N.  ter,  p.  309  ;  Bamford  «.  Turnlev,  6  L.  T. 
S.)  20 ;  Poynton  v.  GiU,  3  Lilly's  Regis-    (N.  S.)  721. 

*  Aldred's  Case,  5  Coke.  58a. 


bOO  SMOKE. 

same  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  and,  even  though  the  brick 
are  being  burned  for  the  construction  of  a  house  upon  the  prem- 
ises where  the  kiln  is  erected,  no  exception  is  made,  and  the 
results,  if  sufficiently  extensive,  are  as  much  a  nuisance  as  though 
the  burning  was  for  the  purposes  of  traffic. 

Sec.  461.  The  English  courts  in  the  case  of  Hole  v.  Barlow^ 
4  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  336,  decided  in  1858,  made  a  wide  departure  from 
the  doctrine  of  previous  cases  decided  in  the  courts  of  that  country, 
and  held  that  the  business  being  a  lawful  and  necessary  business, 
and  carried  on  in  a  proper  and  usual  manner,  and  in  a  proper 
place,  was  not  a  nuisance.  But  this  attempt  to  overturn  the 
entire  doctrine  of  the  courts  in  restraint  of  noxious  trades,  met 
with  no  favor  and  was  never  recognized  as  an  authority  upon 
similar  questions  by  any  of  the  courts  of  England.  But,  as  the 
question  of  nuisance,  as  applicable  to  this  particular  business,  is 
one  about  which  some  doubt  has  been  expressed  by  some  of  the 
courts,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  give  a  brief  summary  of 
all  the  cases  bearing  upon  the  question. 

Sec.  452.  The  first  case  of  which  we  have  any  account  in 
which  this  question  was  raised  is  that  of  TJie  Duke  of  Grafton  v. 
Hilliard  et  al.,  decided  in  1T36,  and  found  in  the  Registrar's  | 
book,  fol.  336  (J.  S.),  and  referred  to  in  the  case  of  Attorney-  { 
General  v.  Cleaver,  18  Vesey,  210.  In  that  case  it  appears  that 
the  defendants  erected  brick  kilns  in  the  fields  in  the  parish  of  St. 
George,  Hanover  Square,  called  Hay  Fields,  within  250  yards  of 
the  Duke  of  Grafton's  dwelling  in  Albermarle  street.  The  plain- 
tiff", with  others  in  the  vicinity,  brought  their  bill  to  restrain  the 
defendants  from  burning  bricks  there,  and  also  alleging  that  the 
defendants  had  brought  stone  on  to  the  premises,  and  also  pro- 
posed to  erect  lime  kilns  and  burn  lime  there,  and  praying  that 
they  might  be  restrained  therefrom,  alleging  that  the  burning  of 
bricks  in  that  locality  would  be  so  great  an  annoyance  to  them 
that  they  would  be  obliged  not  only  to  remove  from  their  prem- 
ises, but  that  their  furniture  would  be  spoiled,  and  that  the  burn- 
ing of  lime  would  not  only  be  a  great  annoyance  to  them,  but 
would  also  seriously  prejudice  their  houses  and  furniture.     The 
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court  thereupon  granted  an  order  that  the  defendants,  having 
notice  thereof,  show  cause  by  the  last  day  of  the  term  why  they 
should  not  be  restrained  from  burning  bricks  or  lime  in  the  places 
named  in  the  bill,  and  subsequently  the  time  for  hearing  the  cause 
being  enlarged,  a  temporary  injunction  was  granted.  The  defend- 
ants answered  the  bill  and  alleged  "  that  the  Right  Hon.  Wil- 
liam LoKD  Berkley  being  seized  of  several  fields  in  the  parish  of 
St  George,  Hanover  Square,  they  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1673, 
entered  into  articles  of  agreement  with  the  said  Lord  Berkley 
and  his  son  (heir  apparent)  for  a  part  of  said  fields,  being  the 
part  called  the  brick  field,  to  build  upon,  at  an  annual  rent  of 
£420  for  a  term  of  ninety-four  years ;  that  there  being  some  earth 
upon  the  premises  that  could  be  made  into  bricks,  they  sold  it  to 
one  Whitaker,  with  the  privilege  of  burning  the  same  upon  the 
premises,  subject  to  the  restriction  that  no  bricks  are  to  be  burned 
on  said  premises  before  the  Ist  of  July,  and  that  the  burning 
shall  not  continue  later  than  the  1st  day  of  August ;  that  it  has 
always  been  customary  in  the  case  of  new  buildings,  where  fresh 
ground  has  been  broken  and  brick  earth  has  been  found,  to  burn 
the  same  on  the  premises,  even  though  in  the  vicinity  of  dwel- 
ling-houses ;  that  the  plaintiffs  during  the  time  when  said  burn- 
ing would  take  place,  would  be  in  the  country  and  their  residences 
closed ;  that  so  far  as  the  burning  of  lime  on  the  premises  is  con- 
cerned, they  had  no  interest  therein,  and  had  given  no  permission 
therefor.  They  also  set  up  that  the  time  of  burning  would  be  so 
short,  and  at  such  a  season,  that  but  little,  if  any,  annoyance 
would  result  therefrom  to  the  plaintiffs,  and  that  their  furniture 
would  not  be  thus  damaged.  Upon  these  facts  the  court  dis- 
charged the  order.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  this  case,  which  is 
often  quoted  upon  questions  of  this  character,  really  left  the 
question  undecided.  The  court  (Lord  Hardwicke),  being  satis- 
fied that  no  damage  would  result  to  the  property  of  the  plaintiffs 
by  the  business,  and  that  they  would  suffer  no  personal  annoy- 
ance or  discomfort  therefrom,  as  they  would  be  away  in  the 
country  during  the  period  of  burning,  could  not  consistently 
continue  the  injunction.  The  case  of  Attorney- General  v.  Clea- 
ver^ 18  Yesey,  Jr.,  220,  is  frequently  quoted  as  an  autnority  to 
show  that  brick  burning  is  not  a  nuisance,  but  no  such  point  was 
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decided  or  passed  upon  by  the  court.  That  was  an  action  in  the 
name  of  the  Attorney- General  to  restrain  the  defendant  from  car- 
rying on  the  business  of  a  soap-boiler  in  a  public  place,  and  the 
only  point  decided  by  the  court  was  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  of  chancery  to  restrain  a  public  nuisance,  until  the  question  of 
nuisance  had  been  determined  in  a  court  of  law.  It  is  true  Lord 
Eldon  referred  to  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton  v,  Hilliard, 
and  said  that  Lord  Haedwicke  in  that  case  held  that  "  brick- 
burning  though  carried  on  near  the  habitations  of  men  is  not  a 
public  nuisance  ^er  se."  But  with  all  due  deference  to  the  learned 
judge,  inasmuch  as  the  case  was  never  reported,  and  the  only 
account  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  Registrar's  Book  before  referred 
to,  and  as  not  one  word  of  Lord  Hardwicke's  opinion  is  there 
given,  it  is  evident  that  the  court  was  mistaken  as  to  what  Lord 
Hakdwioke  said.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  brought  a  private  suit 
in  his  own  name,  and  according  to  the  record  of  the  case,  the 
question  as  to  whether  this  was  a  public  nuisance,  was  not  raised 
or  passed  upon  by  the  court.  That  the  court  did  regard  it  as  a 
nuisance,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  it  granted  a  temporary 
injunction,  and  only  dissolved  it  when  it  appeared  from  the  proof 
that  no  damage  would  ensue  therefrom,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  burning  was  to  be  done  during  the  month  of  July  and  that 
no  annoyance  would  ensue  to  the  plaintiff  or  his  family,  as  during 
that  period  they  would  be  away  in  the  country,  and  no  claim  was 
made,  that  any  tangible  injury  to  property  would  ensue.  But  in 
any  event,  the  statement  in  Attorney- General  v.  Cleaver  is  mere 
dicta  and  entitled  to  no  weight  as  an  authority  on  this  point. 

Seo.  453.  In  1839,  in  the  courts  of  Scotland,  an  action  was 
brought  by  Donald  v.  Humphrey,  14  F.  (Sc.)  1,206,  for 
erecting  a  brick  kiln  near  the  plaintiff's  dwelling.  The  plain- 
tiff brought  his  action  to  restrain  the  burning,  and  insisted 
that  the  business  was  per  se  a  nuisance,  and  that  being  carried 
on  upon  premises  adjoining  his  dwelling,  it  should  be  restrained 
without  proof  of  actual  injury.  But  the  court  held  that  the 
business  of  burning  bricks  was  a  lawful  business,  and  not  per  se 
a  nuisance,  but  that  the  question  as  to  whether  it  was  a  nuisance 
or  not,  was  one  of  fact,  to  be  determined  by  the  circumstances  of 
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each  case,  and  refused  an  injunction  without  proof  that  the  busi- 
ness was  so  conducted  as  to  be  a  nuisance  to  the  plaintiif. 

Sec.  45-i.  In  Barwell  v.  Brooks,  1  Law  Times  (^.  S.),  454,  a 
motion  was  made  before  the  Yice-Chancellor  for  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  defendants  from  burning  bricks  on  their  own  lands 
within  six  hundred  feet  of  plaintiff 's  property,  called  East  Cowes 
Castle,  and  the  injunction  was  granted  ex  parte.  On  the  27th  of 
April,  1843,  upon  hearing,  the  injunction  was  dissolved  on  the 
ground  that  the  plaintiff  purchased  his  land  after  the  use  of  the 
defendant's  land,  as  building  land,  and  the  burning  of  bricks 
thereon  was  publicly  known,  and  because  the  brick-burning 
would  be  temporary  only ;  that  is,  for  such  a  length  of  time  as 
would  be  sufficient  to  build  the  house.  But  the  plaintiff  in  July 
following  filed  a  supplemental  and  amended  bill,  upon  which  an 
injunction  was  granted,  restraining  the  defendants  from  burning 
or  permitting  any  bricks  to  be  burned  on  a  particular  piece  of 
ground  named  in  the  order.  And  the  defendants  having  violated 
the  order,  two  of  them  were  committed  for  contempt.  And  on 
a  motion  made  on  the  29th  of  August  to  discharge  both  orders 
(that  for  the  injunction  and  committal  for  contempt)  a  perpetual 
injunction  was  issued.  Thus  in  this  case  we  have  the  important 
point  decided,  not  only  that  the  burning  of  bricks  in  the  vicinity 
of  residences  is  a  nuisance,  but  also  the  further  fact  that  "  coming 
to  a  nuisance  "  does  not  prevent  one  from  availing  himself  of  all 
proper  remedies  for  damages  sustained  therefrom. 

Sec.  455.  In  1851  the  case  of  Walter  v.  Selfe,  15  Jurist,  416, 
was  h^ard  before  J.  L.  Knight  Bruce,  Y.  C,  and  the  defendants 
were  enjoined  from  burning  bricks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plain- 
tiffs' premises  so  as  to  occasion  damage  or  annoyance  to  the 
plaintiffs,  or  injury  or  damage  to  the  buildings  thereon  standing, 
or  the  shrubberies  and  plantations  named  in  the  bill. 

Knight  Bruce,  V.  C,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court 
upon  the  question  of  nuisance,  in  addition  to  that  portion  of  his 
opinion  given  on  a  previous  page  of  this  chapter,  said,  "  It  has 
been  suggested,  as  a  ground  for  not  interfering  against  the  defend- 
ant, that  in  making  and  burning  bricks  on  his  land,  he  is  only 
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using  his  own  soil  in  a  manner  at  once  common  and  useful,  and 
in  a  convenient  way  for  himself,  and  the  case  has  been  compared 
to  that  of  a  mine.  The  argument  if  adopted  would  prove  too 
much.  There  are  notorious  instances  of  various  kinds  in  which 
the  rights  of  a  neighboring  occupier,  or  a  neighboring  proprietor, 
prevent  a  man  from  using  his  land  as,  but  for  those  rights,  he 
properly  and  lawfully  might  use  it.  A  man  may  be  disabled 
from  building  on  his  own  laud,  as  he  may  wish,  by  reason  of  his 
neighbor's  rights.  So  the  proprietor  on  whose  land  a  spring 
arises  may  be  unable  to  stop,  divert  or  foil  it,  by  reason  of  the 
rights  of  proprietors  of  neighboring  land.  It  may  be  one  of  the 
most  convenient  things  in  the  world  for  the  owner  of  a  mine  to 
manufacture  or  smelt  the  mineral  at  its  brink,  but  there  may  be 
the  rights  of  others  which  make  it  unlawful  for  him  so  to  do. 
The  case  of  a  lime-kiln  or  chalk-kiln  is  an  acknowledged  case  in 
point  of  law,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  it  makes  any  difference 
whether  the  lime-stone  or  chalk  are  obtained  from  the  same  land 
or  not." 

In  this  case  the  brick  kiln  was  located  about  350  feet  from  the 
plaintift's  house  and  grounds.  The  doctrine  to  be  adduced  from 
the  case  is,  that  every  person  is  entitled  to  fresh,  pure  air ;  that  is, 
air  as  fresh  and  pure  as  in  the  locality,  and  by  the  ordinary  uses 
of  property,  could  reasonably  be  expected ;  and  that  any  trade, 
occupation  or  use  of  property  that  essentially  impairs  or  abridges 
this  right  whereby  the  actual  physical  comfort  of  those  living 
within  the  sphere  of  its  effects  is  essentially  abridged  is  a  nuisance, 
and  that  in  determining  whether  the  degree  of  discomfort  pro- 
duced is  such  as  to  bring  the  act  within  the  idea  of  a  nuisance, 
reference  is  to  be  had  to  the  ordinary  uses  of  property,  and  mere 
fanciful  inconveniences,  such  as  are  incident  to  elegant  and  dainty 
modes  of  living,  are  not  to  be  considered. 

Sec.  456.  In  Pollock  v,  Lester,  11  Hare,  266,  decided  in  1853, 
two  years  after  the  decision  of  Walter  v.  Selfe,  the  plaintiff  was 
the  proprietor  of  a  lunatic  asylum  with  grounds  adjoining,  in 
which  were  a  number  of  trees  and  quantities  of  shrubbery  and 
plants.  The  defendants  made  preparations  for  the  burning  of 
bricks  on  a  lot  180  feet  distant,  and  the  plaintiff  brought  his  bill 
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praying  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant,  alleging  in 
his  bill,  that  the  smoke  and  vapors  arising  therefrom  would  be 
injurious  to  his  patients,  and  cause  them  to  leave  his  asylum,  and 
would  also  injure  the  trees,  shrubs  and  plants  thereon  growing. 
The  injunction  was  granted,  and  the  doctrine  of  Walter  v.  Selfe 
was  followed  and  fully  approved. 

Sec.  457.  Five  years  later,  in  1858,  in  the  case  of  Hole  v.  Barlow, 
4  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  336,  the  English  courts  made  a  departure  from  the 
doctrine  of  Walter  v.  Selfe,  and  held  that  brick  making  being  a  law- 
ful and  necessary  business,  was  not  a  nuisance  and  that  no  action 
would  lie.  Four  years  later,  in  the  case  of  Beardmore  v  Tread- 
well,  31  Law  Journal  (N.  S.),  873,  the  case  of  Hole  v.  Barlow 
was  in  effect  overruled,  although  the  court  attempted  to  distin- 
guish that  case  from  the  one  under  consideration,  on  the  ground 
that  in  that  case  it  did  not  appear  that  the  defendant  could  have 
burned  his  brick  elsewhere.  This  is  rather  a  lame  excuse  for  a 
doctrine  that  had  been  boldly  put  forward  to  overthrow  princi 
pies  that  had  been  firmly  established  by  an  unbroken  current  of 
authorities  for  nearly  a  century,  and  in  Beardmore  v.  Treadwell 
the  court  granted  an  injunction  restraining  the  burning  of  bricks 
within  650  yards  of  the  plaintiff's  dwelling,  holding  that  the 
burning  of  bricks  within  350  yards  of  the  plaintiff's  residence  was 
a  nuisance,  and  that,  too,  although  the  bricks  were  to  be  used  in 
the  erection  of  government  fortifications. 


t>^ 


Sec.  458.  In  the  Queen's  Bench,  in  the  same  year,  in  the  case 
of  Bamford  v.  Turnley,  31  L.  J.  (N.  S.  Q.  B.)  286,  the  case  of 
Hole  V.  Barlow  was  directly  and  in  terms  overruled.  In  that 
case  the  plaintiff  brought  an  action  against  the  defendant  for 
burning  brick  near  his  dwelling-house,  whereby  serious  annoy-' 
ance  and  discomfort  was  produced  by  the  smoke  from  the  kilns 
to  the  occupants  of  his  dwelling.  The  defendant  shows  that  both 
estates  were  parts  of  an  estate  which  had  formerly  belonged  to 
one  owner,  and  which  had  been  divided  up  into,  and  sold  as  build- 
ing lots,  and  that  the  printed  particulars  of  the  sale  of  all  the  lots 
stated,  among  other  things,  that  there  was  plenty  of  brick  clay 
and  gravel  on  the  premises,  which  presented  an  advantageous 
64 
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opportuuity  of  carrying  out  safe  and  profitable  building  opera- 
tions Bricks  had  been  made  upon  the  very  spot  where  the 
plaintiff's  house  stood,  and  the  plaintiff  was  aware  of  all  these 
facts.  The  defendant  also  knew  that  his  only  object  and  purpose 
in  burning  bricks  upon  his  premises  was  to  obtain  materials  for 
building  upon  his  land.  Cockburn,  J.,  before  whom  the  case  was 
tried,  following  the  rule  in  Role  v.  Barlow^  charged  the  jury 
that  if  they  thought  the  spot  was  convenient  and  proper,  and 
that  the  use  by  the  defendant  of  his  premises  was,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, a  reasonable  use  by  the  defendant  of  his  own  land, 
the  defendant  would  be  entitled  to  a  verdict.  The  jury  found  for 
the  defendant,  but  upon  hearing  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  it 
was  held  that  the  instructions  were  erroneous,  and  that  it  was 
no  answer  in  an  action  for  a  nuisance,  creating  actual  annoyance 
and  discomfort  in  the  enjoyment  of  neighboring  property,  that 
the  injury  resulted  from  a  reasonable  use  of  property,  and  that 
the  act  was  done  in  a  convenient  place ;  nor  that  the  same  busi- 
ness had  been  carried  on  in  that  locality  for  seventeen  years. 

Sec.  459.  The  next  year  (1863)  in  C(mey  v.  Ledhitter,  13  C. 
B.  (N.  S.)  470,  in  an  action  by  the  plaintiff  against  the  defendant 
for  burning  bricks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plaintiff's  residence,  an- 
noying the  plaintiff's  family  and  producing  essential  discomfort 
by  reason  of  the  fumes  and  vapors  arising  therefrom,  and  injur- 
ing the  plants  and  flowers  growing  upon  the  premises,  the  court 
held  that  it  was  no  sufficient  answer,  that  the  business  was  car- 
ried on  in  a  convenient  place.  That  if  damage  actually  resulted 
to  the  plaintiff  in  the  manner  complained  of,  the  act  was  a  nui- 
sance, the  court  directly  approving  the  doctrine  of  Bamford  v. 
Turnley,  and  repudiating  the  doctrine  of  Hole  v.  Barlow.  In 
■  1870  in  the  case  of  Bareham  v.  Hall,  22  Law  Times  Q^.  S.),  116, 
an  injunction  was  granted  restraining  the  defendant  from  employ- 
ing a  brick  kiln  in  front  of  and  one  hundred  yards  from  the 
plaintiff's  residence,  upon  the  ground  that  the  burning  of  bricks 
by  the  usual  processes  and  in  any  of  the  modes  known  is  a  nui- 
sance ^er  se. 

Sec.  460.  In  Roberts  v.  Clarke,  18  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  49,  heard  in 
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1867  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  at  Hack- 
ney adjoining  lands  of  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff  had,  at  a 
great  expense,  erected  a  large  number  of  villa  residences  upon 
his  lands  which  rented  at  £60  a  year.  Upon  the  defendant's 
land,  in  the  rear  of  these  residences  and  at  a  distance  of  about 
220  yards  was  an  old  gravel  pit  occupied  by  defendants.  This 
was  a  large  open  space  upon  which  had  been  thrown  a  large 
quantity  of  putrid,  decomposed  animal  and  vegetable  matter. 
There  was  no  brick  clay  upon  the  premises,  but  the  defendants 
carted  clay  upon  the  land  and  made  bricks  there,  at  a  distance  of 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty  yards  from  the  plaintiff's  house, 
but  less  than  one  hundred  yards  from  any  of  the  other  houses. 
In  burning  the  brick,  the  defendant  mixed  the  animal  and  veg- 
etable matter  on  the  premises,  with  the  clay,  and  the  stench  arising 
therefrom  was  very  offensive  and  injurious.  This  smoke  charged 
with  these  noxious  smells,  floated  over  the  plaintiff's  premises, 
and  was  so  disagreeable,  that  many  persons  who  otherwise  would 
have  hired  these  houses,  declined  to  do  so,  and  the  plaintiff 
thereby  sustained  damage.  The  defendant  by  way  of  defense 
insisted  that  he  and  his  predecessors  having  burned  brick  there 
ever  since  1825  they  had  acquired  a  prescriptive  right  to  do  so, 
as  against  the  plaintiff  and  all  others  injuriously  affected  thereby. 
That  the  fumes  arising  from  the  burning  had  frequently  during 
that  period,  been  injurious  to  the  plaintiff  and  his  farm.  That 
putrid  matter  of  the  worst  description  had  for  a  long  time  been 
deposited  on  the  farm  and  mixed  with  the  clay  and  burned,  the 
fumes  therefrom  floating  over  the  plaintiff's  premises  as  now. 
He  also  insisted  that  the  plaintiff  having  recently  come  to  the 
nuisance,  could  not  complain  of  its  ill  results.  An  injunction  was 
granted  restraining  the  defendant  from  burning  bricks  so  as  to 
in]uriously  affect  the  plaintiff's  premises.  The  Vice- Chancellor 
said :  "  In  order  to  acquire  a  prescriptive  right  to  carry  on  a 
noxious  trade  in  a  certain  locality,  the  trade  must  have  been  car- 
ried on  for  twenty  years,  and  the  right  must  have  been  exercised  at 
least  the  first  and  last  year  of  that  period.  It  has  been  held  that 
brick  burning  carried  on  in  the  ordinary  way  within  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  yards  of  a  dwelling,  is  a  nuisance,  and  two  hundred 
and  forty  yards  is  by  no  means  the  limit." 


508  SMOKE. 

Sec.  461,  In  the  same  year  the  case  of  Luscomhe  v.  Steere^ 
17  L.  T.  (JST.  S.)  229,  was  heard.  The  defendant  rented  prem- 
ises and  began  to  burn  bricks  within  1,442  feet  of  the  plain- 
tiff's house  and  on  premises  adjoining.  At  the  time  when  the 
bill  was  brought  no  actual  injury  had  been  sustained  by  the 
plaintiff,  but  the  bill  was  predicated  upon  a  prospective  nuisance. 
There  had  been  a  verdict  at  law  against  the  defendant  at  the  suit 
of  the  plaintiff  but  there  had  been  changes  made  in  the  mode  of 
burning,  so  that  at  the  time  when  the  bill  was  brought  no  actual 
nuisance  existed.  The  court  denied  an  injunction  upon  the 
ground  that,  no  actual  injury  having  been  sustained,  no  nuisance 
existed,  and  that  no  evidence  having  been  given  to  establish  the 
fact  of  prospective  nuisance,  it  was  not  a  case  for  equitable  relief. 
But  the  court  said  :  "  If  the  business  should  hereafter  become 
a  nuisance  to  the  plaintiff,  he  can  then  apply  to  the  court  for  re- 
lief, and  his  rights  will  be  protected," 

Sec,  462.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  doctrine  of  the  English 
cases  is  nearly  uniform  in  support  of  the  principles  enunciated  in 
Walter  v.  Selfe,  and  establishing  brick  burning  as  so  far  a  nui- 
sance that  the  opposite  would  seem  to  be  the  exception  rather 
than  the  rule.  Indeed  in  Barham  v.  Hall,  last  cited,  the  court 
virtually  held  that  it  is  so  far  a  nuisance,  as  to  require  proof  that 
the  business  is  conducted  by  new  processes  so  improved  as  to 
overcome  the  ill  results  incident  to  the  old  modes,  rather  than 
proof  that  actual  deleterious  results  are  produced. 

Sec.  463.  In  this  country  the  question  has  never  been  directly 
raised  or  passed  upon  by  the  courts  except  in  two  or  three 
cases  one  of  which  is  HucJcenstine^ s  Appeal,  70  Penn.  St, 
102;  also  reported  in  10  Am.  Rep.  679.  The  doctrine  of 
this  case  is  of  no  practical  value,  for  the  reason  that  the  main 
point  in  the  case  is  evaded.  The  court,  it  is  true,  say  that 
"  Brick-making  is  a  useful  and  necessary  employment  and  must 
be  pursued  near  to  towns  and  cities,  where  bricks  are  chiefly 
used.  Brick-burning,  an  essential  part  of  the  business,  is  not  a 
nuisance  per  se.  AWy-General  v.  Cleaver,  18  Vesey,  Jr.,  219." 
But  without  deciding  whether  in  this  case  the  burning  of  brick 
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was  a  nuisance,  it  simply  declined  to  exercise  its  restraining 
power  to  enjoin  the  business,  for  the  reasons,  that  there  were 
60  many  similar  nuisances  in  the  locality  that  it  was  unable 
to  say  that  this  sensibly  increased  the  discomfort  therefrom ; 
and  because  it  was  not  satisfied  that  any  real  injury  had  ensued 
therefrom,  and  that  in  any  event  the  plaintiff 's  remedy  at  law 
was  ample  to  establish  his  right,  and  redress  his  injury,  if  he 
had  sustained  any. 

Sec.  464.  The  actual  doctrine  of  this  case  is  well  sustained  by 
authority  and  upon  principle.  The  court  failed  to  lind  from  the 
evidence  that  the  plaintiff  sustained,  or  was  likely  to  sustain  any 
damage  from  the  business.  This  disposed  of  the  case.  The 
court  was  also  right  in  holding,  that  what  might  be*  a  nuisance  in 
one  locality  might  not  be  so  in  another,  where  similar  effects  had 
existed  for  many  years,  because  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  say- 
ing whether  this  one  sensibly  increased  the  discomfort  or  damage 
therefrom.' 

Sec.  465.  In  Campbell  v.  Seaman^  2  IST.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
237,  the  question  came  up  on  a  complaint  praying  for  an  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  defendant  from  using  mineral  coal  in  the 
process  of  making  and  burning  brick,  on  the  ground  of  injury  to 
the  shade  trees,  grape-vines  and  shrubbery  upon  the  premises  of 
the  plaintiff.  The  injunction  was  granted.  The  court  say  that 
the  general  doctrine  of  Huckenstine' s  Appeal  is  in  conflict  with 
the  authorities  in  New  York,  and  the  court  cites  a  portion  of 
the  opinion  in  that  case,  which  was  quoted  from  the  opinion  of 
Lord  Chancellor  Westbubt,  in  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting 
Go.,  116  E.  C.  L.  608,  as  follows :  "  If  a  man  lives  in  a  town, 
of  necessity  he  must  submit  himself  to  the  consequences  of  the 
obligations  of  trade  which  may  be  carried  on  in  his  immediate 
neighborhood,  which  are  actually  necessary  for  trade  and  com- 
merce; also  for  the  enjoyment  of  property  and  the  benefit  of 
the  inhabitants;"  and  the  learned  judge  in  Campbell  v.  Sea- 
men says :  "  Such  a  doctrine  carried  out  ignores  the  law  of 
nuisances  in  all  cases  where  it  is  more  profitable  to  live  by 
their  creation  and  continuance,  than  by  healthful  employment." 
»  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.  «.  Tipping,  116  E.  C.  L.  608. 
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But  the  learned  judge  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  this  very  princi- 
ple enters  into  and  forms  an  essential  part  of  the  common  law  of 
every  civilized  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  that  without  it 
no  city  could  maintain  its  business  or  its  population  for  a  single 
month.  When  people  choose  to  come  together  in  compact  com- 
munities, to  build  or  to  live  in  populous  cities,  they  have  a  perfect 
right  to  do  so,  but  when  they  do  it,  of  necessity  they  must  give 
up  many  rights,  and  submit  to  many  discomforts  which  would 
not  be  incident  to  life  in  the  country.  They  cannot  have  an 
atmosphere  pure  and  free  from  taint  and  pollution.  They  cannot 
have  the  same  degree  of  quiet  and  freedom  from  noise ;  indeed 
in  every  respect  essential  for  the  maintenance  of  such  communi- 
ties they  have  got  to  yield  more  or  less  of  their  personal  comfort 
to  the  necessities  of  trade  and  of  life  in  such  localities.  The  law 
always  has  recognized  this  principle,  and  the  books  are  full  of 
instances  where  courts  have  made  wide  distinctions  in  the  appli- 
cation of  such  principles  between  cities  and  the  country.  It  does 
not  follow  that  the  court  intended  by  this  to  convey  the  idea  that 
any  business  may  be  carried  on  in  a  city,  that  is  a  nuisance  'per  se 
or  in  consequence,  for  such  was  not  the  view  of  the  court,  nor 
the  application  that  it  gave  it.  But  it  was  an  illustration  of  the 
rule,  that  in  determining  whether  a  certain  trade  is  a  nuisance,  it 
will  consider  the  location  as  well  as  the  effect.^  Lord  Cranworth 
in  the  same  case  from  which  the  language  in  qustion  is  quoted, 
says :  "  I  perfectly  well  remember  when  I  had  the  honor  of  being 
one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  trying  a  case  in 
the  county  of  Durham,  where  there  was  an  action  for  smoke  in 
the  town  of  Shields,  It  was  proved  that  smoke  did  come  incon- 
testably,  and  in  some  degree,  interfered  with  a  certain  person, 
and  said:  'You  must  look  at  it,  not  with  a  view  whether 
abstractly  that  quantity  of  smoke  is  a  nuisance,  but  whether  it  is 
a  nuisance  to  a  person  living  in  the  town  of  Shields  ;  because  if 
it  only  added  in  an  infinitesimal  degree  to  the  quantity  of  smoke, 
I  thought  that  the  state  of  the  town  rendered  it  impossible  to 
call  that  a  nuisance,'  "  Now  can  any  exception  be  taken  to  this 
doctrine  upon  principle  ?  If  in  a  manufacturing  town  like 
Pittsburgh,  where  there  are  innumerable  forges  and  shops 
'  Lord  Vanderslet.  V.  C.  ,  in  "Wood  v.  Sutcliffe,  8  E.  L.  &  E.  221 . 
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where  immense  quantities  of  smoke  are  developed  and  con- 
stantly envelop  the  cities,  I  set  up  a  shop  which  develops 
such  quantities  of  smoke  that  in  another  locality  it  would  be  a 
nuisance,  but  which  there  does  not  sensibly  increase  the  quan- 
tity already  constantly  produced,  can  my  works  be  restrained 
as  a  nuisance  ?  I  am  aware  that  there  are  authorities  both  ways, 
but  the  better  doctrine  seems  to  be  that  it  is  proper  to  consider 
the  character  of  the  surrounding  business,  and  that,  if  it  cannot 
be  said  that  my  shop  sensibly  increases  the  volume  of  smoke  it 
cannot  be  claimed  that  I  have  infringed  the  rights  of  others  to 
their  damage,  at  least,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  warrant  the  inter- 
vention of  a  court  of  equity.'  But  if  my  shop  produces  a  sensible 
increase  of  the  volume  of  smoke,  so  that  it  works  an  injury,  then 
unquestionably  my  business  is  a  nuisance,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  locality  are  not  required  to  submit  to  it,  for  whatever  trade 
produces  a  sensible  injury  to  property,  or  sensibly  promotes 
physical  discomfort  is  a  nuisance,"  and  cannot  be  justitied  on  the 
ground  that  there  are  other  similar  nuisances  in  the  same  locality.* 
The  very  foundation  of  a  nuisance  is  injury  and  damage  to  a 
right.  In  order  to  constitute  a  nuisance,  there  must  be  a  viola- 
tion of  a  clear  and  well-defined  right,  and  that  violation  must 
produce  injury  and  damage,  or  be  of  such  a  character  that  the 
law  will  presume  damage,  as  in  the  case  of  building  a  house  so 
that  the  eaves  overhang  the  lands  of  another,*  or  an  obstruction  of 
a  private  way.'     But  in  the  case  of  the  shop,  unless  its  smoke, 

'  Lord  Chancellor  Westbury's  opia-  -Ball  r.  Ray,   L.  R.   Ch.   App.   467; 

ion  in  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.  v.  Tip-  Crump  o.  Lambert,  3  L.  R.  Eq.  Cas.  409  ; 

pina:,  116  E.  C.  L.  608  ;  Gaunt ».  Finney,  it  was  held  that  any  material  addition 

L.  R.,  8  Ch.  App.  8.    In  Cleveland  v.  Citi-  to  the  smoke,  effluvia  and  noise  arising 

zens  Gas-light  Co.  ,5  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  from  the  carrying  on  of  a  trade  in  a 

it  was  held  that   where  the  trade  did  manufacturing    town    where    similar 

not  msfterially  add  to  the  nuisance  al-  establishments  are  operated,  will  be  a 

ready  existing,  a  court  of  equity  would  nuis.ince  and  restrained  as  such, 

not  interfere  to  restrain  the  trade  or  ^  Crump  v.  Lambert,  8  L.  R.  Eq.  Cas. 

declare  it  a  nuisance.     In  Ball  v.  Ray,  467  ;  Cleveland   v.  Citizens   Gas  light 

L.  R.,  8  Ch.   App.  467,  the  court  say  Co.,  5  C.  E.  Green  (X.  J.),  201  ;  Peo- 

thatan  increase  of  a  right  previously  pie  v.  Mallory,  4  N.  Y    Sup.   Ct.  274; 

acquired   may   constitute   a  nuisance,  McKeon  v.  See,  51  N.  T.  oil ;  4  Robt. 

that  is,  if  a  party  has  acquired  a  right  (N.  Y.)  247 ;  Crowley  v.  Lightowler,  2 

to  carry  on  an  offensive  trade  in  a  par-  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  486. 

ticular  way,  and  producing  a  limited  ■*  Fay  v.  Prentice,  1  C.  B.  828. 

amount  of  "injury,  this  will  not  justify  *  Smith  v.    Wiggin,  52  N.   H.   112; 

him  in  so  conducting  the  same  busi-  Allen  v.  Ormond,  8  East,  4 ;  Duncan  v. 

ness  as  to  increase  the  injury  or  nui-  Louch,  6  Q.  B.  904. 
gance. 


512  SMOKE. 

fumes  and  vapors  sensibly  increase  the  volume  already  created, 
it  cannot  be  said  that  any  one  is  injured  or  damaged  thereby,  and 
consequently  no  right  is  violated.  Thus  in  the  case  of  Rex  v. 
Watts^  Moo.  &  M.  281,  the  defendant  was  indicted  for  setting  up 
a  horse-boiling  establishment,  which  is  one  of  the  most  offensive 
trades,  and  had  carried  it  on  there  for  many  years  before  the  de- 
fendants came  to  them,  but  its  extent  was  much  greater  under 
them  than  it  had  been  before ;  it  was  proved  that  the  place 
when  they  came  there  was  full  of  establishments  carrying 
on  trades  of  the  most  offensive  character,  and  it  being  shown 
that  the  defendants  carried  on  their  trade  in  such  a  manner  that 
there  was  but  very  little,  if  any,  increase  in  the  nuisance  from 
what  it  was  when  they  came  there,  it  was  held  that  the  business 
was  a  nuisance  jper  se,  but  considering  the  manner  in  which  the 
neighborhood  had  always  been  occupied,  it  would  not  be  a  nui- 
sance there,  unless  it  occasioned  more  inconvenience  as  it  was 
carried  on  by  the  defendant  than  it  had  done  before,  and  the 
defendants  were  acquitted.  If  the  annoyance  had  been  increased 
by  the  defendants,  it  would  have  been  an  indictable  nuisance. 

Sec.  466.  So  in  the  case  of  Bex  v.  Bartholomew,  Peake,  71, 
it  was  held  that  a  person  cannot  be  indicted  for  setting  up  a 
noxious  trade  in  a  neighborhood  in  which  offensive  trades  have 
long  been  borne  with,  unless  the  inconvenience  to  the  public  be 
thereby  increased.  But  in  a  later  case  {Rex  v.  N'iel,  2  C.  &  P. 
485),  which  was  an  indictment  for  carrying  on  the  business  of 
varnish  making  near  a  highway,  it  was  proved  that  the  smells 
issuing  from  the  respondent's  factory  were  a  great  annoyance  to 
people  traveling  along  the  highway ;  the  defense  was  two-fold : 
First,  that  the  smells  were  not  unwholesome,  and  secondly,  that 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  there  were  several  houses  for 
slaughtering  horses,  a  brewery,  a  gas  manufactory,  a  melter  of 
kitchen  stuff  and  a  blood-boiler,  and  that  although  the  accumu- 
lation of  all  the  smells  was  a  nuisance,  yet  the  defendants  alone 
would  not  be  so.  Abbott,  C.  J.,  said  :  "  It  is  not  necessary  that 
a  public  nuisance  should  be  injurious  to  health.  If  there  be 
smells  offensive  to  the  sense,  that  is  enough,  as  the  neighborhood 
has  a  right  to  fresh  and  pure  air.     It  has  been  proved  that  a  num- 
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ber  of  other  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  near  this  place,  but 
the  presence  of  other  nuisances  will  not  justify  any  one  of  them. 
The  more  there  are  the  more  fixed  they  will  be,  and  one,  is  not 
less  subject  to  prosecution  because  others  are  culpable.  The  only 
question,  therefore,  is  this  :  is  the  business,  as  carried  on  by  the 
defendant,  productive  of  smells  offensive  to  persons  passing  along 
the  highways  ?  "  The  doctrine  of  this  case  is  not  really  opposed 
to  that  of  the  two  preceding  cases,  for  the  case  turned  on  the 
question  whether  in  point  of  fact  this  particular  business  created 
a  sensible  nuisance,  distinct  from  the  others,  and  it  being  found 
that  it  did,  the  defendant  was  convicted.  In  the  case  of  Hucken- 
stine's  Appeal,  ante,  the  court  held  that  a  court  of  equity  would 
not  interfere  to  restrain  the  exercise  of  a  trade  producing  smoke 
and  noxious  vapors,  when  the  locality  in  which  the  business  was 
prosecuted  was  tilled  with  establishments  of  a  similar  character, 
producing  similar  results,  particularly  where  it  was  doubtful 
whether  any  damage  therefrom  actually  ensued.*  The  court  did 
not  attempt  to  pass  upon  the  question  of  nuisance,  but  left  the 
party  to  his  remedy  at  law,  to  have  the  question  passed  upon  by 
a  jury.  Thus  far  the  court  was  clearly  right,  but  there  is  much  in 
the  dicta  of  the  court  that  is  obnoxious  to  criticism. 

Sec.  467.  If  the  court  intended  to  adopt  the  doctrine  that  a 
noxious  trade,  set  up  in  the  vicinity  of  other  similar  establishments, 

1  In  Mohawk  Bridge  Co. i.  R. R.  Co.,  id.  615  ;  Belknap  v.  Trimble, 3  Paige's 
6  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  554,  it  was  held  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  577 :  Read  v.  GiflFord,  1  Hop- 
that  where  the  thing  is  not  in  itself  a  kins'  Ch.  (N.  Y.)416 ;  Hammond  v.  Ful- 
nuisance,  the  court  will  not  interfere  ler,  1  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  197 ;  Ogden  v. 
until  the  matter  has  been  tried  at  law.  Gibbons,  4  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  157 ;  N.  T. 
following  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  v.  Mapes,  6  id.  46  ;  Burrows  v.  Richards, 
Lord  Brougham  in  the  Earl  of  Ripon  8  Pa^ige'sCh.  (N.  Y.)351.  In  Attorney- 
».  Hobart,  Cooper's  Rep.  343.  General  v.  Nichol,  16  Vesey,  Jr.,  333, 

A  court  of  equity  will  not  interfere  Lord  Eldon  put  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
unless  the  injury  is  such  that  in  its  court  of  equity  in  cases  of  nuisance 
very  nature  it  is  net  susceptible  of  ad-  upon  the  ground  of  material  injury 
equate  redress  at  law,  or  unless  the  and  troublesome  mischief,  which  re- 
mischief  is  of  such  an  irreparable  char-  quired  a  preventive  remedy  as  well  as 
acter,  or  so  constantly  recurring  that  it  compensation  in  damages.  In  Brown's 
cannot  be  otherwise  prevented.  Van  case,3  Vesey,  Jr.,414,  LordHAKDWiCKE 
Bergen  v.  Van  Bergen,  3  Johns,  intimated  that  in  order  to  warrant  an 
Ch.  (N.  Y.)  282;  Attorney-General  y.  injunction  in  case  of  a  nuisance,  the 
Uticalns.  Co.,  2  id.  202  ;  Gardner  u.Vil-  rights  of  the  parties  must  have  been 
lage  of  Newburgh,  id.  464  ;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  first  settled  at  law,  or  the  party  seek- 
Artcher,  6  id.  83  ;  Belknap  «.  Belknap,  ing  the  injunction  have  been  for  a 
3  id.  413;  Livingston -y.  Livingston,  6  id.  long  time  in  the  exercise  of  the  right 
497 ;  Croton  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Ryder,  1  invaded 
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could  not  become  a  nuisance  in  that  locality,  or  that  any  excep- 
tions should  be  made  in  favor  of  a  business  lawful  in  itself,  and 
useful  in  its  results,  that  is  clearly  a  nuisance,  except  for  the  fact 
of  location  and  usefulness,  then  it  stands  outside  the  pale  of  all 
recognized  modern  authority,  and  is  entitled  to  no  weight  outside 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  But  I  do  not  understand  this  to 
be  the  doctrine  of  the  case.  It  is  simply  a  review  of  the  grounds 
that  should  influence  a  court  of  equity  in  granting  or  refusing  an 
injunction  to  restrain  the  exercise  of  a  trade,  before  the  rights  of 
the  parties  and  the  question  of  nuisance  have  been  passed  upon 
in  a  court  of  law,  and  to  that  extent,  the  case  is  not  obnoxious 
to  criticism  and  is  sustained  by  multitudes  of  authorities.  It  is 
the  very  ground  upon  which  an  injunction  was  denied  in  Atty- 
Gen'l  V.  Cleaver,  and  it  has  always  been  regarded  as  quite  proper 
for  a  court  of  equity  to  send  parties  to  a  court  of  law  to  have 
their  rights  determined  before  it  would  interfere  by  injunction, 
except  where  irreparable  mischief  would  result  from  delay. 

Sec.  468.  There  is  no  case  in  which  brick-burning  has  ever 
been  held  a  public  nuisance,  but  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  it 
would  so  be  held  when  carried  on  so  near  to  a  city  or  town,  or  a 
public  street  that  the  public  were  thereby  materially  annoyed  and 
injured,  but  being  a  business  that  is  generally  conducted  away 
from  public  places,  it  has  never  come  under  the  purview  of  crimi- 
nal courts.  The  business  must  necessarily  be  conducted  in  locali- 
ties where  the  earth  peculiar  to  its  manufacture  exists  in  sufficient 
quantities,  and  persons  who  undertake  these  enterprises  will  rarely 
hazard  the  expenditure  necessary  to  establish  the  business  so  near 
to  habitations,  towns  or  public  places,  as  to  render  it  obnoxious 
to  that  extent  that  it  becomes  a  public  nuisance.  This  as  well 
as  any  other  business  producing  smoke  and  noxious  vapors,  may 
lawfully  be  conducted  so  far  from  public  places  and  human  habi- 
tations that  the  smoke  and  vapors  are  so  diffused  and  attenuated 
before  they  reach  such  places  as  to  produce  no  material  injury  or 
annoyance.*  In  Fusileer  v.  8paulding,  2  La.  773,  the  burning  of 
brick  near  a  dwelling  was  restrained  upon  the  ground  that  it  ex- 
posed the  dwelling  to  danger  from  fire,  and  was  a  source  of  discom 
fort  to  the  occupants. 

»  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  15, 
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CHAPTER  FOURTEENTH. 

NOXIOUS   VAPOES. 

Sec.  469.  Vapors  deleterious  to  animal  or  vegetable  life. 

470.  Lime  kiln  held  a  nuisance  by  reason  of  effect  of  vapors  on  vegetation. 

471.  Brewery,  lead  works,  soap  boilery,  lime  kiln,  etc.,  held  nuisances. 

472.  Substantial  injury  must  result. 

473.  Rule  in  Salvin  v.  North  Brancepeth  Coal  Company. 

474.  Injury  must  be  sensible,  visible,  appreciable. 

475.  Vapors  from  artificial  causes. 

476.  Prima  facie  nuisances. 

477.  Rule  in  Campbell  v.  Seaman,  and  in  Savill  v.  Killner. 

478.  Injury  to  property  or  to  its  comfortable  enjoyment. 

479.  Ignorance  of  the  deleterious  results  of  a  trade  no  excuse. 

480.  Fact  that  other  nuisances  exist  in  the  vicinity  no  excuse. 

481.  Rule  in  McKeon  v.  Lee. 

483.  Effect  of  giving  up  part  of  a  building  to  business  purposes,  as  affect- 
ing the  equitable  rights  of  parties  ;  injunction  after  a  verdict  at 
law. 

483.  Injunction  after  a  verdict  at  law. 

484.  When  one  who  maintains  a  nuisance  is  not  estopped  from  proceed- 

ing to  abate  another  nuisance. 

485.  Lawfulness,  usefulness,  or  necessity  of  trade  no  defense. 

486.  Question  of  care  or  skill  not  involved. 

487.  Use  of  property  in  any  way  whereby  hurtful  vapors  are  produced  is 

a  nuisance. 

488.  Where  a  right  is  violated,  the  law  will  not  balance  conveniences. 

489.  Test  by  which  to  determine  convenience  of  the  place. 

490.  The  uses  to  which  the  locality  is  devoted  may  be  considered. 

491.  Presence  of  other  nuisances  no  excuse  if  the  nuisance  complained  of 

adds  sensibly  thereto. 

492.  Injury  and  damage  are  the  test  of  nuisance. 

493.  Rule  in  Stockport  Water  Works  Co.  v.  Potter. 

Sec.  469.  The  same  rule  of  law  applicable  to  smoke,  applies  also 
to  noxious  vapors.  The  right  to  a  pure  and  uncontaminated  at- 
mosphere extends  not  only  to  an  atmosphere  sufficiently  pure  for 
all  the  purposes  of  breath  and  life,  but  also  to  an  atmosphere 
free  from  noxious  mixtures  that  are  deleterious  to  animal  or  vegeta- 
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ble  life.'  Indeed,  the  earliest  instances  which  we  have  of  courts 
sustaining  actions  for  injuries  resulting  from  noxious  trades,  are 
those  in  which  the  vapors  issuing  from  the  works  complained  of 
were  injurious  to  vegetable  life,  or  were  productive  of  tangible 
injury  to  property/ 

Seo.  470.  The  lirst  case  of  this  character  to  be  found  in  the  books 
is  that  of  Rio  de  D.  v.  Richards  and  Swain,  4  Assize  Book,  fol.  3, 
p.  6.  In  that  case  the  plaintiff  brought  a  writ  of  quod  jpermittat 
against  the  defendant  for  erecting  a  lime  kiln  and  burning  lime 
upon  their  premises  adjoining  the  premises  of  the  plaintiff.  The 
plaintiff  alleged  that  the  vapors  arising  from  the  kiln  in  the  pro- 
cess of  burning,  escaping  over  his  premises,  burned  and  scorched 
the  apple,  pear  and  other  trees  thereon  growing,  and  rendered 
them  dry  and  unfruitful.  Hekle,  J.,  before  whom  the  action 
was  tried,  held  that  the  nuisance  was  well  assigned.  The  de- 
fendants set  up  a  plea  in  defense  that  their  father  built  the  lime 
kiln  in  question,  and  used  it  for  burning  lime  before  the  plaintiff 
had  any  interest  in  the  frank  tenement.  But  the  court  said : 
"  It  might  be  that  the  father  had  the  kiln  there,  but  did 
not  use  it,  and  the  tort  hegan  with  the  user ;  or,  that  the 
tort  was  begun  and  then  discontinued  and  renewed  again, 
after  he  was  possessed  of  the  frank  tenement ;  and  in  that 
event  he  shall  have  his  assize.  Thus  if  my  father  had 
a  right  of  way,  which  was  stopped  by  a  hedge  or  by  a 
ditch  lined  across  it,  and  the  tort  was  submitted  to  during  all 
the  life-time  of  my  father,  and  after  his  death,  I  find   the  way 

'  Campbell  v.  Seamen,  2  N.  Y.  Sup.  Abr.  140  ;  Aldred's  Case,  5  Coke,  58  a  ; 

Ct.    Rep.   (Parsons'   Ed.);    Saville   v.  Hutcliins  v.   Smith,   63  Barb.   (N.  Y. 

Killner,  36  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  277  ;  Salvia  v.  S.  C.) ;  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  & 

North  Brancepeth  Coal  Co.,  .31  L.  T.  Eq.  15  ;  Rex  v.  Ward,  1  Burrows,  333  ; 

(N.   S.)    154 ;    Tipping    v.    St.   Helen  Beardmore  v.  Treadwell,  7  L.  T.  (N.S.) 

Smelting  Co.,  4  B  &  S.  608  ;  11  H.  L.  20;   3  Giff.  683;  Tenant   v.  Hamilton, 

Ca.  642 ;  116  Eng.  C.  L.  608  ;  12  L.  T.  7  C.  &  F.  122  ;  Pottstown  Gas  Co.   v. 

(N.  S.)  776  ;  Smith  v.  Phillips,  8  Phila.  Murphy,   39   Penn.  St.   392  ;    Ross  v. 

(Penn.)  10 ;  Huckenstine's  Appeal,  70  Butler,  19  N   J.  274 ;  Crump  v.  Lam- 

Penn.  St. ;  Bankhardt  «.  Houghton,  27  bert,  3  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.)  409. 
Beavan  425  ;  Houghton  v.  Bankhardt,        ^  Ric   De   D.  v.   Richards,  4  Assize 

3  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  266  ;  Ward  v.  Lang,  35  Book,  fol.  3,  p.  6 ;  Poynton  v.  Gill,  1 

Jur.  408  ;  Cooper  v.  N.  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Rolle's  Abr.  140;  Aldred's  Case,  9  Coke, 

Machp.  117  ;  Roberts  v.  Clarke,  17  L.  58;  Robbin's  Case,  15  Viner's  Abr.  27; 

T.  (N.    S.)  384;  Milligan   v.   Elias,  12  Jones  v.  Powell,   Hutt.   135;    Anony- 

Abb.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  25>) ;  Jones  v.  Powell,  mous,  1  Ventris,  26. 
Palm.  536;  Poynton  w.  Gill,  2  Rolle's 
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open,  and  enter  and  use  it,  and  am  afterward  disturbed  by  the 
people  of  him  who  lined  the  hedge,  I  shall  have  an  assize  of 
nuisance."  The  doctrine  of  this  case,  that  any  trade  which  de- 
velops vapors  that  produce  actual  injury  to  vegetation,  is  a  nui- 
sance, has  been  adhered  to  with  the  strictest  rigor  ever  since,  and 
the  books  are  filled  with  cases,  in  which  courts  of  law  have 
awarded  damages  for  such  injuries,  and  in  which  courts  of  equity 
have  lent  their  aid  to  restrain  the  exercise  of  trades  productive 
of  such  results. 

Sec.  471.  In  Lilly's  Register^  vol.  2,  p.  309,  that  learned  au- 
thor cites  the  case  of  one  Robins  a  lace  merchant  in  Bedford 
street,  London,  who  brought  an  action  against  a  brewer  for  dam- 
ages to  his  goods,  arising  from  the  vapors  of  his  brewery  in  con- 
sequence of  the  use  of  sea  coal.  The  nuisance  was  often  years 
standing,  and  the  author  says  that  the  plaintiff  had  a  verdict  of 
£60,  for  two  years  damages.  So  in  Poynton  v.  Gill,  2  Rolle's  Abr. 
140,  it  was  held,  that  "  An  action  lies  for  melting  lead  so  near 
to  the  lands  of  the  plaintiff,  that  it  spoiled  his  grass  and  wood 
(trees)  there  growing,  and  he  lost  two  horses  and  a  cow  depastur- 
ing there.  Though  this  was  a  lawful  trade,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  nation,  and  necessary,  yet  this  shall  not  excuse  the  action, 
for  he  ought  to  use  his  trade  in  waste  places  and  great  commons^ 
remote  from  inclosures,  so  that  no  damage  may  happen  to  the 
proprietors  of  land  next  adjoining?^ 

The  doctrine  thus  announced  has  been  undisturbed  by  the 
courts,  and  it  is  to-day  the  doctrine  of  every  case  in  which  simi- 
lar questions  have  arisen.' 

In  Rex  V.  Wilcox,  2  Salk.  458,  the  defendant  erected  a  glass 
house  at  Lambeth  near  a  public  highway  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
numerous  fields  and  dwellings,  and  the  smoke  as  vapors  arising 
therefrom  proved  annoying  to  the  public  and  seriously  injured 
the  vegetation  in  the  surrounding  fields.  The  respondent  was 
convicted  and  fined  for  a  public  nuisance. 

I  Beardmore  v.  Tread  well,  21  L.  J.  «.  Tumley,  16  id.  721,  3  B.  &  S.  62  ; 

873 ;  Works  v.  Junction  Railroad  Co.,  Respublica    v.    Cauldwell,    1    Dallas 

0  McLean  (U.  S.).  425  ;  Catlin  v.  Valen-  (N.  S.),  159  ;  Rex  v.  Tindall,  6  Ad.  & 

tine,  9  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  503  ;  Brady  v.  El.  145  ;  Rex  v.  White,  1  Burrows,  333 

Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  T.)  156  ;  Pinckney  Rex  v.  Williams,  6  C.  &  P.  608. 
fl.  Ewing,4  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  365 ;  Bamford 
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In  Rex  V.  Pierce^  2  Shower,  327,  the  respondent  erected  a 
soap  boilery  upon  Ludgate  hill  and  began  the  manufacture  of 
soap,  the  smoke  and  noxious  vapors  from  which  were  annoying 
to  the  neighborhood,  and  those  passing  the  works  in  the  highway. 
The  court  held  that  the  works  were  a  common  nuisance :  "  For 
that  such  trades  ought  not  to  be  in  the  principal  part  of  the 
town,  but  in  the  outskirts."  The  court  predicated  their  judg- 
ment in  this  case  upon  the  authority  of  a  case  tried  before  Hale, 
Ch.  J.,  in  which  it  was  held  that  a  printer  who  exercised  his 
trade  in  a  building  occupied  by  numerous  tenants,  whereby  the 
building  was  shaken  by  the  motion  of  the  machinery,  and  an  ex- 
cessive and  annoying  noise  was  produced,  was  a  nuisance,  and 
also  upon  the  authority  of  a  case  in  which  it  was  held  that  a 
brewery  upon  Ludgate  hill  was  a  nuisance. 

In  an  Anonyvious  case,  1  Ventris,  26,  a  presentment  was  made 
in  a  suit  against  the  respondent  for  carrying  on  the  manufacture 
of  glass  in  a  public  place.  The  respondent  insisted  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  punished  for  erecting  any  thing  that  was  necessary  to 
his  lawful  trade.  It  was  answered  that  "  this  ought  to  be  in  con- 
venient places,  where  it  may  not  be  a  nuisance.  Twisden,  J., 
said  that  he  had  known  an  information  to  be  filed  against  one 
.for  erecting  a  brew-house  near  Sergeant's  Inn,  but  the  other 
judges  doubted  and  agreed  that  it  was  unlawful  only  to  erect 
such  things  near  the  King's  palace." 

In  Aldrecfs  case,  9  Coke,  59,  the  court  say  :  "  If  a  lime  kiln 
be  erected  so  near  my  house,  that,  when  it  burns  the  smoke  of  it 
enters  into  my  house,  so  that  none  can  inhabit  there,  this  is  a 
nuisance."  Thus  it  will  be  seen  by  the  cases  referred  to  that,  at 
a  very  early  period  in  the  history  of  courts,  the  rights  of  men  to 
pure  air  were  recognized,  and  that,  while  the  principles  as  then 
applied  were  extremely  crude,  yet,  they  embody  a  clear  recogni- 
tion of  the  right  as  a  legal  right,  and  have  ever  since  been  main- 
tained, with  such  changes  in  their  application  as  the  progress  of 
mankind,  and  the  improved  state  of  society  demanded. 

Sec.  472.  The  injury  must  be  clear,  direct  and  positive.  It 
must  be  the  legitimate  and  natural  result  of  the  nuisance  charged, 
and  in  no  essential  degree  the  result  of  other  artificial  causes.     If 
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the  injury  is  in  part  the  result  of  the  vapors,  and  in  part  the  result 
of  other  causes,  the  action  must  fail  unless  it  be  clearly  established 
that  the  injury  would  not  have  resulted  except  for  the  vapors.' 
So  too,  the  injury  must  be  of  a  tangible  character,  it  must  be  ase?i- 
sible,  visible,  injury,  discernible  to  an  ordinary  person  and'  in  no 
wise  dependent  upon  scientific  tests  or  microscopic  examinations 
to  discover.'  The  injury  must  be  such  as  is  apparent  to  the  eye  in 
its  ordinary  condition,  and  must  be  actual^  substantial^  and  not 
contingent,  prospective  or  remote,  amd  must  be  clearly  traceable 
to  the  nuisance  charged.^  If  there  is  a  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  injury,  the  benefi.t  of  the  doubt  will  be  given  to  the 
defendant,  if  his  trade  is  a  lawful  one,  and  the  injury  is  not  the 
necessary  and  natural  consequence  of  the  act,  as,  in  all  actions  of 
this  nature,  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  plaintiff,* 

Sec.  473.  In  the  case  of  Salvin  v.  The  North  Brancepeth  Coal 
Co.,  31  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  154,  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  dwelling- 
house  and  premises  at  Burnhill,  near  Durham,  and  the  defendants 
were  the  proprietors  of  over  250  coke  ovens  at  Littleburn,  about 
1,000  yards  from  the  plaintiff's  dwelling  and  within  about  400  yards 
of  his  nearest  plantation.  The  plaintiff  claimed,  and  so  alleged 
in  his  bill,  that  the  smoke  and  sulphuric  acid  given  off  during 
the  process  of  burning  the  coke  were  killing  his  trees,  and  inju- 
riously affecting  the  vegetation  on  his  estate.  The  defendants 
denied  that  coke  ovens  were,  to  any  extent,  injurious  to  vegeta- 
tion, and  that  they  certainly  were  not  when  managed  in  the  man- 
ner that  their  works  were,  by  passing  the  smoke  under  the  boilers 
of  the  engine,  and  then  sending  it  off  through  a  high  chimney. 
They  also  insisted  that  they  had  not,  to  any  appreciable  degree, 
added  to  the  normal  condition  of  the  impurity  of  the  atmosphere 
in  that  locality,  there  being  no  less  than  twenty-seven  collieries, 
iron  works,  etc.,  within  a  radius  of  five  miles  from  the  plaintiff's 
house.  Sir  George  Jessell,  M.  E..,  among  other  things,  said : 
"  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  contest  between  the  counsel  on 

'  Scott  v.  Shepherd,  3  Wilson,  403 ;  '  Salvin  v.  North  Brancepeth  Coal 

Vanderburgh  «.  Truax,  4  Denio(N.T.),  Co.,  31  L.  T,  (N.  S.)  154. 

464 ;  Gibbons  v.  Pepper,  1  Ld.  Raym.  38.  *  Scott  v.  Shepherd,  3  Wilson,  403  ; 

■^  Tipping  V.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  Oldaker  v.  Hunt,  19  Beavan,  485  ;  Rex 

11  H.  L.  Cas.  642  ;  4  B.  &  S.  608 ;  116  v.  Medley,  6  C.  &  P.  293. 
E.  C.  L.  608. 
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either  side  as  to  the  law.  They  have  both  stated  to  me  that  the 
real  question  that  I  have  to  try  is,  whether  a  substantial  injury, 
meaning  an  injury  for  which  a  jury  would  give  the  plaintiff  sub- 
stantial damages,  has  been  made  out.  The  case  may  be  fairly 
divided  into  two  complaints.  The  first  complaint  is  an  injury  to 
personal  comfort,  and  as  to  that  there  are  two  obsjervations  to  be 
made :  First  of  all,  is  the  injury  of  such  a  nature  as  substantially 
to  interfere  with  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  the  plaintiff  as 
owner  of  the  mansion-house  and  grounds  in  question  ?  Secondly, 
if  it  is  so,  does  it  come  from  the  defendants'  works.  I  think  that 
the  state  of  things,  so  far  as  regards  this  part  of  the  case,  was  not 
substantially  altered  by  the  defendants'  works. 

"  I  think  we  have  it  admitted  by  the  plaintiff  himself,  that  both 
the  Brandon  and  Browney  collieries  send  smoke,  and,  I  take  it, 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  smoke,  over  his  property.  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  some  of  this  smoke  in  the  valley  which  pro- 
duces this  feeling  of  discomfort,  dissatisfaction  or  annoyance,  and 
some  considerable  portion  of  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  those  other 
collieries.  When  I  say  smoke,  of  course  I  allude  to  the  black  or 
colored  smoke,  as  distinguished  from  light  or  grey  smoke.  There- 
fore, if  I  was  asked  for  an  injunction  on  this  ground  only,  I 
should  certainly  refuse  it.  But  the  solicitor-general  has  not  ven- 
tured to  ask  it  on  this  ground.  What  he  has  relied  upon  is  this 
—  and  really  the  whole  contest  in  the  case  has  been  upon  this 
point  —  does,  or  does  not,  the  emanation  of  sulphurous  or  sul- 
phuric acid  from  the  coke  ovens  in  question  seriously  injure  and 
damage  the  trees  of  the  plaintiff,  the  herbage  of  the  plaintiff,  the 
fruit-trees  and  other  vegetable  productions  of  the  plaintiff,  either 
in  his  garden  or  in  the  wards  which  are  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  house,  and  which,  no  doubt,  are  of  importance,  as  regards  the 
amenities  of  the  house. 

"  As  regards  the  house  and  garden,  the  state  of  affairs  is  this : 
The  house  is  surrounded  by  collieries ;  they  are  extremely  numer- 
ous. Any  one  who  looks  at  the  map  of  the  district,  and  sees 
the  way  that  these  collieries  are  placed,  must  see  at  once  that  the 
plaintiff's  estate  is  situate  in  an  atmosphere  loaded  with  coal 
smoke.  That,  I  may  say,  is  the  evidence  on  both  sides.  Indeed, 
upon  that  point,  the  plaintiff's  own  evidence  is  very  strong.     He 
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tells  us,  speaking  of  this  very  property,  what  sort  of  a  country 
he  is  living  in.  Of  course,  there  cannot  be  better  evidence 
against  him  than  his  own,  when  it  is  in  the  shape  of  an  admis- 
sion;  and  what  he  says  is,  'I  should  say  there  were  sufficient 
collieries  to  call  it  a  black  country,  though  we  have  not  yet  given 
it  that  name.'  So  that  it  is  clear  that  this  is  a  case  in  which  pure 
atmosphere  cannot  be  expected,  and  where,  if  you  take  away  Lit 
tleburn  colliery  —  the  subject  of  this  suit  —  there  would  still  be 
an  atmosphere  very  impure,  and  so  charged  with  smoke  at  various 
times  as  to  produce,  as  it  certainly  does  produce,  a  very  sensible 
effect  in  blackening  the  trees.  The  next  point  to  consider  is, 
whether  the  Littleburn  colliery  (the  defendants'  works)  has 
changed  the  state  of  the  country  in  that  respect,  or  has  intro- 
duced a  new  state  of  things.  As  regards  black  coal  smoke,  I  must 
say  I  have  no  doubt  it  did  not.  In  the  first  place,  the  quantity 
of  black  smoke  before  was  very  considerable,  so  considerable,  as 
described  by  the  plaintiff,  as  to  be  very  troublesome  to  him ;  and 
so  it  is  also  described  by  a  great  number  of  witnesses,  who  knew 
the  place  for  years,  and  who  have  been  called  by  the  defendants 
— oddly  enough,  not  by  the  plaintiff.  They  say  that  the  place  is 
no  worse  now  than  it  was  many  years  ago.  They  are  not  one 
witness  or  two,  but  six  or  seven,  who  have  known  the  place  for  a 
very  long  time,  who  have  been  employed  upon  it  as  gardeners 
and  other  offices  about  the  house  and  grounds,  and  knew  it  well, 
and  who  all  agree  that  the  state  of  blackness,  the  state  of  smoki- 
ness  of  the  place  and  grounds,  is  very  much  the  same  now  as  it 
has  been  for  a  great  number  of  years.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
have  really  nothing  which  can  be  called  contradictory  evidence, 
and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  addition  to  the  quantity  of  black 
smoke — for  there  is  some  black  smoke  in  some  considerable  quan- 
tities at  times  from  the  Littleburn  colliery — has  not  produced 
that  alteration  in  the  state  of  things,  which  previously  existed, 
which  would  warrant  this  court  in  interfering  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiff.  Whether  if  none  of  the  other  collieries  had  ever  existed 
the  Littleburn  colliery  would  alone  have  produced  that  state  of 
the  atmosphere  is  a  question  I  am  not  now  called  upon  to  decide ; 
but  I  think  upon  the  evidence  it  would  not,  even  had  the  atmos- 
phere been  pure.  The  quantity  of  black  smoke,  which  appears 
66 
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reduced  to  a  minimum,  issuing  from  that  colliery  would  not  have 
been  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  It  only  remains  to  consider  the 
real  and  most  important  point,  and  the  most  contested  question 
in  the  case.  Do  the  gaseous  emanations,  not  being  black  smoke, 
which  arise  from  the  colliery,  including  in  that  expression  any 
acid,  injure  the  trees  in  a  siibstantial  manner,  so  as  to  entitle  the 
plaintiff,  if  he  had  brought  an  action,  to  substantial  damages? 
I  must  say  that  I  think  the  plaintifi'  hao  come  here  before  that 
damage  is  sustained.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
science  of  botany  and  chemistry  to  be  able  to  say  whether  the 
damage  will  ever  be  sustained,  but  I  have  great  doubts  about 
that. 

"  For  these  reasons,  I  think  the  plaintiff  has  not  made  out  his 
case,  and  that  is,  he  comes  here  strictly  upon  legal  grounds,  to 
ask  for  an  injunction  upon  the  ground  of  substantial  injury,  the 
only  course  I  can  take  is  to  dismiss  the  bill." 

In  the  court  of  appeals,  in  affirming  the  judgment  of  the  mas- 
ter of  the  rolls,  Lord  Justice  James  said :  "  The  term  visible  was 
very  much  quarreled  about  before  us  as  not  being  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  law.  It  was  said  that  the  word  used  in  the 
judgment  of  the  house  of  lords '  was  '  sensible.'  I  do  not  think 
there  is  much  distinction  between  the  two  words.  When  the 
master  of  the  rolls  said  the  damage  must  be  msible,  it  appears  to 
me  that  he  was  quite  right,  and,  as  I  understand  it,  it  amounts 
to  this :  That  although  when  you  once  establish  the  fact  of  actual, 
substantial  damage,  it  is  quite  right  and  legitimate  to  have 
recourse  to  scientific  evidence  upon  the  question  of  the  causes  to 
which  the  damage  is  to  be  referred  ;  yet,  if  you  are  obliged  to 
start  with  scientific  evidence,  such  as  that  procured  by  the  micros- 
cope or  chemical  tests,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  damage 
itself,  that  will  not  suffice.  It  must  be  an  actual  damage,  capable 
of  being  shown  by  a  plain  witness  to  a  common  juryman.  The 
damage  must  also  be  substantial,  and  it  must  be,  in  my  view, 
actual ;  that  is  to  say,  the  court  has  no  right  whatever  in  dealing 
with  questions  of  this  kind,  to  have  reference  to  contingent,  pros- 
pective or  rem^ote  damages. " 

'  Tipping  V.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  643. 
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Sec.  474.  The  doctrine  of  this  case  must  commend  itself  to  courts 
dealing  with  this  class  of  wrongs,  where  the  ground  of  complaint 
is  injury  to  property  itself.  It  is  not  only  predicated  upon  sound 
common  sense,  but  is  strictly  just  and  equitable,  and  is  well  sus- 
tained in  principle  by  nearly  all  the  leading  cases  in  which  the 
question  has  been  raised.  There  are  a  large  class  of  injuries 
resulting  from  the  violation  of  a  right,  where  the  rule  does  not 
apply,  and  was  not  intended  by  the  court  to  have  application. 
When  the  right  is  clear,  and  the  violation  of  it  clear  also,  the 
court  will  protect  the  right  even  though  the  damage  is  merely 
nominal.*  So  where  the  action  is  for  discomfort  arising  from  an 
impregnation  of  the  atmosphere  with  smoke,  noxious  vapors  or 
noisome  smells,  no  actual  pecuniary  damage  need  be  shown. 
If  the  impregnation  is  so  extensive  as  to  produce  discomfort,  the 
law  will  import  damage  to  sustain  the  right  ;^  but  when  the  injury 
complained  of  is  an  injury  to  property  itself^  it  is  not  enough 
that  some  damage  results,  but  there  must  be  actual^  substantial 
damage  to  warrant  the  interference  either  of  a  court  of  law  or 
equity,  in  outlawing  and  suppressing  a  lawful  trade.^  And  that 
rule  which  requires  that  the  damage  should  be  of  a  sensible,  visi- 
hle,  tangible  character,  discernible  to  a  common  observer  and  in  no 
sense  dependent  upon  scientific  tests  to  discover,  is  clearly  right, 
and  calculated  to  secure  the  best  interests  of  society. 

Sec.  475.  Vapors  arising  from  artificial  causes  that  are  destruc- 
tive to  vegetable  life,  create  a  nuisance,  even  though  no  other 
ill  results  ensue  therefrom,  and  it  makes  no  diference  that  the 
vegetation-  aifected  is  of  a  delicate  order,  nor  that  it  is  not 
a  natural  product  of  the  soil  or  climate  in  which  it  is  grown.* 
If  it  is  a  product  of  the  soil,  the  fact  that  it  is  of  foreign  origin, 
and  that  it  requires  a  pure  atmosphere  and  careful  culture, 
does  not,  in  any  measure,  operate  as  a  defense  for  the  exer- 
cise of  a  trade  in  the  vicinity  that  develops  vapors  deleterious 
to  its  life,  even  though   the    vapors   do  not  operate  deleteri- 

'  Ashby  ■». White,  2  Ld.  Raym.  1028  ;  ^  cieaveland  v.  Gas  Co.,  5  C.  E.  Green 

Attorney-General   v.   Cambridge    Gas  (N.J.),201;  Wolcott  «.  Mellick,  3  Stockt. 

Co.,  6  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca.  292.  (N.   J.)  204 ;    Cartwright   v.   Gray,  12 

2  Walter  v.  Self,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  Grant's  Ch.  Cap.  (Ont.)  400. 

20;    Ross  V.   Butler,   19    N.    J.   274;  *  Cooke  ■».  Forbes,  5  L.  R.  (Eq.  Ca.") 

Cieaveland  n.  Gas  Co.,  20  id.  201.  166. 
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ously  upon  ordinary  vegetation.'  Every  man  has  a  right  to  cul- 
tivate upon  his  land  such  products  as  he  chooses,  and  is  not 
bound  to  consult  the  interests  or  tastes  of  his  neighbor,  and  he  has 
a  right  to  an  atmosphere  free  from  artificial  impurities,  that  are 
deleterious  thereto,  even  though  his  injuries  are  in  no  wise  com- 
mensurate with  the  loss  to  the  proprietor  of  the  works  that  pro- 
duce the  deleterious  results."  But  the  damage  must  be  shown  to 
result  from  the  vapors  discharged  from  the  works  of  the  person 
sought  to  be  made  liable  for  the  nuisance,  and  the  burden  of 
proving  this  is  always  upon  the  plaintiff.  The  rule  is,  that  he 
who  seeks  to  recover  damages  resulting  from  a  nuisance,  not  only 
takes  the  burden  upon  himself  of  proving  the  nuisance,  but  also 
of  proving  that  it  was  produced  by  the  defendant  or  his  agents 
or  tenants  in  such  a  way  that  a  legal  liability  rests  upon  him  to 
respond  to  the  plaintiff  in  damages  therefor." 

Sec.  476.  If  the  trade  complained  of  is  a  prima  facie  nuisance, 
or  if  it  is  a  trade  whose  results  by  experience  have  been  demon- 
strated to  be  hurtful  to  animal  or  vegetable  life,  or  to  the  com- 
fortable enjoyment  of  human  life,  as  works  for  smelting  copper,* 
lead,'  or  works  employing  mineral  coal  for  fuel,"  or  chemical 
works  for  the  manufacture  of  oil  of  vitriol,'  or  any  other  article 
that  imparts  noxious  substances  to  the  atmosphere,"  or  works  that 
are  known  to  emit  deleterious  dust,  gases  or  vapors,'  less  evidence 
will  be  required  to  establish  the  fact  of  nuisance,  than  in  refer- 
ence to  works  where  noxious  results  are  not  the  necessary  or 
natural  consequence  of  the  trade  or  use  of  property." 

Sec.  477.  In  Campbell  v.  Seainen,  2  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
(Pars.  Ed.)  231,  the  defendant  was  restrained  from  the  use  of 

1  Broadbent  v.  Imperial  Gas  Co.,  7  «  3  Rolle's  Abr.  140 ;  Tipping  «.  St. 
7  De  G.  M.  &  G.  436  ;  Salvin  -o.  North  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  6  B.  &  S.  608;  11 
Brancepeth  Coal  Co.,  31  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  H.  I,.  Ca.  642.                     „  ..  ^  „ 
154  6  Campbell  v.  Seamen,  2  N.  Y.  Sup. 

2  Millar  v.  Marsliall,  5  Mur.  (Sc.)  28 ;    (Pars.  Ed.)  231. 

Broadbent  v.  Imi.erial  Gas  Co.,  7  De  G.  '  Rex  «.  Ward,  1  Burrows,  333. 

M  &  G   436  ;  Cooke  v.  Forbes,  5  L.  R.  ^  Rgx  v.  Niel,2  C.  &  P.  48  ;  Hutchms 

(Eq  Ca )  166  ®.  Smith,  63  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  2o2. 

8  Rex  V.  Williams,  6  Car.  &  Payne,  »  Cooper  v.  N.  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  36  Jurist, 

608;  01daker«.  Hunt,  19  Beavan,485.  169 ;  2  Macph.  117. 

^Bankhardt^j.  Houghton, 27 Bea van;  lo  Salvin  v.  North  Brancepeth  Coal 

Tennant  v.  Hamilton,  7  CI.  &  F.  122.  Co..  31  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  154. 
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mineral  coal  in  the  burning  of  brick  near  the  plaintiff's  premises, 
because  the  vapors  created  thereby  injured  the  trees  and  vegeta- 
tion upon  the  plaintiff's  land.' 

The  plaintiffs  were  the  owners  of  improved  grounds  and  a  dwel- 
ling-house in  the  vicinity  of  the  kiln.  They  had  set  out  orna- 
mental shade  trees  upon  these  grounds,  and  also  had  grape  vines 
and  fruit  trees  growing  in  their  garden.  The  defendant  had  for 
two  or  three  years  been  manufacturing  bricks  upon  his  premises 
adjoining.  In  the  manufacture  of  the  brick  he  mixed  anthra- 
cite coal  dust  wiih.  the  clay  and  sand  in  molding  his  brick,  and  in 
constructing  the  kiln  a  portion  of  the  brick  were  left  out,  and 
the  space  filled  with  this  coal  dust.  In  the  process  of  burning, 
this  coal  dust  would  become  ignited,  and  furnish  the  requisite 
heat  for  the  burning  of  the  brick  in  the  outer  edges  of  the  kiln. 
The  result  of  this  use  of  the  coal  dust,  was  the  emission  of  sul- 
phurous acid  gases,  which  flowed  over  the  premises  of  the  plain- 
tiffs, destroying  many  of  the  trees  and  seriously  injuring  the 
vegetation  there  growing. 

The  proof  as  to  the  destructive  effects  of  these  gases  upon 
vegetation,  was  indisputable,  particularly  upon  the  plaintiff's 
property,  and  it  was  also  shown  that  they  were  poisonous,  and 
extremely  injurious  to  animal  life,  but  whether  they,  in  any 
measure,  impaired  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  the  plaintiff's 
dwelling,  the  case  does  not  disclose.  The  court  held  upon  these 
facts,  that  the  use  of  this  species  of  fuel  in  this  way  was  a  nui- 
sance, and  perpetually  enjoined  the  defendant  from  its  use.  This 
case  in  many  of  its  features,  is  similar  to  the  case  of  &aville  v. 
Killner,  26  L.  T.  (IT.  S.)  277,  which  was  an  application  to 
restrain  the  defendant  from  carrying  on  his  glass  works  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  plaintiff's  premises,  because  of  the  emission  of 
poisonous  vapors  therefrom,  that  destroyed  the  shrubbery  and 
vegetation  upon  the  plaintiff's  premises.  The  defendants'  works 
were  erected  in  1845  and  from  thaA  time  down  to  1863,  additions 

'  In  Ricliardt).  Phenix  IronCo.,7  Am.  leave  the  parties  to  their  remedy  at 
Law  Reg.  (X.  S.)  356 ;  57  Penn.  St.  105,  law.  But  the  soundness  of  the  doc- 
it  was  held  that  equity  would  not  en-  trine  of  this  case  may  well  be  ques- 
join  the  use  of  a  particular  species  of  tioned,  in  view  of  the  facts  before  the 
fuel  when  it  was  essential  to  the  carry-  court,  and  in  view  of  the  almost  un- 
ing  on  of  a  useful  business,  and  when  broken  line  of  decisions  to  the  con- 
the  fuel  was  such  as  is  ordinarily  used  trary,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Eng 
in  similar  establishments,  but  would  land. 
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were  from  time  to  time  made  to  the  number  of  chimneys 
employed,  until  in  the  latter  year  there  were  seven  in  full  opera- 
tion. In  1870,  the  plaintiff  brought  his  bill  to  enjoin  the  works 
upon  the  ground  of  nuisance  to  his  premises.  The  defendants 
insisted  that  the  plaintiif  was  estopped  from  maintaining  an  action 
for  a  nuisance,  because  of  his  delay  in  making  complaint,  and 
claimed  that  they  had  acquired  a  right  as  against  the  plaintiff  to 
corrupt  the  air.  But  the  court  held  that  this  defense  could  not 
prevail,  for  it  did  not  appear  that  when  the  works  were  first  estab- 
lished, any  nuisance  was  created.  No  damage  was  done  to  the 
plaintiff's  property  by  the  vapors  from  the  works  until  the  year 
1869,  and  then  the  nuisance  arose. 

The  defendants  also  insisted  that  they  ought  not  to  be  enjoined 
because  there  were  other  similar  nuisances  in  the  vicinity,  and 
the  plaintiff's  property  would  be  damaged  by  those,  even  if  their 
works  were  closed.  But  the  court  held  that  the  fact  that  other  simi-' 
lar  works  existed  in  the  vicinity,  that  contributed  to  the  injury, 
afforded  no  defense  for  the  maintenance  of  the  defendants'  works. 
That  one  nuisance  could  not  be  set  up  as  an  excuse  for  another. 

The  defendants  insisted  that  the  plaintiff,  by  making  another 
and  different  use  of  his  land,  could  derive  as  much  profit  there- 
from as  he  was  then  deriving,  and  that  their  works  would  not 
interfere  with  such  use  of  the  land.  But  the  court  said  that  the 
plaintiff  had  a  right  to  use  his  premises  for  any  purpose  he  saw 
fit,  so  long  as  his  use  thereof  was  reasonable,  in  view  of  the  rights 
of  others,  and  that  he  was  not  bound  to  consult  either  the  tastes, 
convenience  or  profit  of  his  neighbor  in  such  use,  and  that  if  he 
saw  fit  to  use  his  premises  for  a  purpose  that  was  inconsistent 
with  the  exercise,  by  the  defendants,  of  their  trade,  because  of  the 
injurious  results  thereon,  he  had  a  right  to  do  so,  and  the  court 
could  not  be  influenced  by  the  fact,  that  if  they  were  enjoined, 
their  works  could  not  go  on. 

In  this  case,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  vapors  and  smoke 
issuing  from  the  defendant's  works  were  injurious  to  vegetation,, 
it  appeared  that  the  gases  were  poisonous  and  left  a  disagreeable 
taste  in  the  mouths  of  persons  breathing  them.  In  reference  to 
this  branch  of  the  case  the  court  said,  "no  man  has  a  right  to 
interfere  with  the  supply  of  pure  air  that  flows  over  another's 
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land,  any  more  than  he  has  to  interfere  with  the  soil  itself.  *  *  * 
When  the  air  is  so  corrupted  that,  in  breathing  it,  it  leaves  bad 
tastes  in  the  mouths  of  persons,  this,  of  itself,  is  a  sufficient 
nuisance." 

Sec.  478.  In  the  case  of  noxious  vapors,  as  vrith  smoke,  they 
create  a  nuisance  whenever  they  produce  injury  to  any  class  of 
property  belonging  to  another,  or  when  they  render  the  enjoy- 
ment of  property  within  the  sphere  of  their  operations,  physically 
uncomfortable.*  Vapors  that  injure  buildings  by  producing  dis- 
coloration,* or  that  are  pregnant  with  dust  that  settles  upon  the 
premises  or  enters  the  dwellings  of  others,  producing  annoyance 
and  damage,'  or  that  are  charged  with  elements  that  are  in  any 
wise  deleterious  or  annoying  even  to  those  who  inhale  them,*  or 
that  are  charged  with  stenches  that  are  offensive  to  the  senses,*  or 
that  are  injurious  to  any  species  of  property,  however  delicate  in 
character  or  quality,'  or  which,  by  reason  of  their  noxious  qualities, 
are  in  any  wise  substantially  injurious  to  the  property,  health  oi 
comfort  of  those  within  their  sphere,  create  an  actionable  nuisance.* 

Sec.  479.  The  fact  that  the  defendant  was  not  aware  of  the 
noxious  results  of  his  trade,  is  no  defense,  and  furnishes  no  excuse 
for  its  exercise.  If  in  point  of  fact  it  is  productive  of  ill  results, 
it  is  a  nuisance,  and  the  fact  that  similar  establishments  exist  in 
populous  localities  that  have  never  been  the  subject  of  complaint, 
does  not,  in  any  measure,  serve  to  protect  him  from  the  conse- 
quences, if  his  establishment  proves  a  nuisance.*  The  question 
is  one  of  results."  Even  a  business  that  has  been  regarded  as  a 
nuisance ^er  se  may  be  so  conducted  in  a  populous  locality  as  not 
to  be  a  nuisance,"  while  a  business  lawful  in  itself,  and  which  has 
never  been  regarded  as  noxious  or  injurious  in  its  results,  may 

'  Roberts  v.  Clarke,  17  L.  T.  (K  S.)  377;  Hutchins  v.  ^mith.,  ante ;  Walter 

384  «.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  15. 

'  Cooke  V.   Forbes,  5  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca.  '  Rex  v.  Niel,  2  C.  &  P.  48o. 

166.     Discoloration  of  coc.oanut  fibers  *  Cooke  v.  Forbes,  5  L.  R.   Eq.  Ca. 

bung   out  to  dry       Coooer    v.    North  166. 

British  Railroad  Co.,  35  Jur.  169.     In-  '  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co., 

jury  to  houses  by  discoloration.  Cart-  11  H.  L.  Cas.  643. 

Wright    V.  Gray,   13   Grant's  Ch.  Ca.  «  Rex  v.  Niel,  3  C.  &  P.  485. 

Ont.)  400.     Discoloration  of  linen.  »  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co. 

^  Id.;    Hutchins  v.   Smith,  63  Barb.  11  H.  L.  Cas.  642. 

(N.  Y.  S.  C.)  252.  10  Du  Bois  o.  Budlong,  10  Bos.  (N.  Y 

^  Saville  v.  Killner,  26  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  S.  C.)  700. 
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be  so  conducted  as  to  become  a  nuisance  of  the  worst  character/ 
In  determining  the  question  of  nuisance,  the  first  and  important 
question  is,  is  tlie  use  of  the  property  complained  of  productive 
of  injurious  results  to  the  party  seeking  relief  ?  If  so,  the  nui 
sance  is  established;  and  liability  attaches  for  all  the  consequences 
unless  the  injury  results  from  an  ordinary  use  of  property,  and 
without  the  fault  of  the  owner  or  the  person  sought  to  be 
charged.' 

Sec.  480.  The  fact  that  the  locality  is  given  up  to  works  pro- 
ducing similar  results,  does  not  relieve  one  from  liability  if  defi- 
nite injury  results  from  his  works,  and  is  clearly  traceable  there- 
to,^ for  no  place  is  a  convenient  place,  for  a  noxious  trade,  if 
located  where  it  produces  actual  injury  to  another.'  If  other 
nuisances  exist  of  a  similar  character  to  the  one  complained  of, 
yet,  if  the  works  complained  of  sensibly  add  to  the  nuisance, 
increase  the  injury,  and  are  clearly  productive  of  damage  to  an 
extent  that  did  not  exist  before,  they  are  a  nuisance,  and  action- 
able as  such  at  law,  and  a  court  of  equity  will  restrain  their 
operations  to  the  extent  necessary  to  relieve  the  party  injured 
from  the  damage  thereby  inflicted.  Neither  is  it  a  defense  that 
the  property  of  the  plaintifi",  injury  to  which  is  complained  of,  is 
in  part  devoted  to  uses  that  are  also  nuisances." 

Sec.  481.  In  McKeon  v.  See^  referred  to  in  the  previous  note, 
KoBEETSON,  Ch.  J.,  in  discussing  this  question,  says,  "  The  defend- 
ant undertook  to  show  that  the  whole  vicinity  was  of  such  an " 
inferior  character,  such  a  nest  of  nuisances,  that  one  more  or  less 
would  not  afiect  it ;  and  that  even  the  plaintiff  herself,  before 
she  had  sustained  any  injury  from  the  defendant's  acts,  had  con- 
verted her  own  premises  into  one.     Certain  occupations,  trades  or 

1  Pickardv.  Collins,  23  Barb.  (N.  Y.  C.  (Sc.)  237;  Tipping  «.  Sf.  Helen 
S.  C.)  444.  Smelting  Co.,  11  H.  L.  C.  642;  Milli- 

2  Pinckney  «.  Ewing,  4  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  gan  v.  Eliag,  12  Abb.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  259  ; 
365.  Downie  v.  Oliphant,  17  F.  C.  491  ;  Wal- 

2  Pickard  -».  Collins,  ante ;  Mobr  «.  ter  ®.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  20. 

Gault,  Wis.  ^  Tipping  «.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co., 

*  Crossly  &  Sons  v.  Lightolwer,  4  L.  4  B.  &  S.  608  ;  116  E.  C.  L.  608  ;  11  H. 

R.  Eq.  Ca.  279  ;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3  Sandf.  S.  C.  642. 

(N.  Y.  S.  C.)  126 ;  McKeon   «.   See,  4  «  McKeon  «.  See,  4  Robt.  (N.Y.  S.  C.) 

Robt.  (N.  Y.  S.  G.)  469  ;  Rex  «.  Niel,  2  469.     But  see  Gilbert  -o.  Sbowerman, 

C.  &  P.  485  ;  People  -o.  Mallory,  4  N.  Y.  23   Mich.   448  ;   Doellner  «.  Tynan,  36 

Sup.  Ct.  567  ;  Charity  «.  Riddle,  14  P.  How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  176. 
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manufactures  may  become  a  nuisance  in  a  populous  city,  that 
would  not  be  so  in  the  country,  or  among  a  scattered  population. 
But  I  know  of  nojprincijple  which  outlaws  premises  upon  which 
a  nuisance  exists,  so  as  to  prevent  the  owner  from  heing  protected 
against  other  nuisances  on  other  premises.^''  The  soundness  of 
this  doctrine  is  apparent.  If  A  erects  chemical  works  upon  his 
lands  adjoining  the  lands  of  B,  which  emit  dense  volumes  of 
smoke,  can  B  also  erect  similar  works  upon  his  premises  and  pro- 
ductive of  similar  results,  with  chimneys  so  arranged  that  the 
smoke  escaping  therefrom  enters  the  works  of  A,  to  the  damage 
of  his  property  or  its  comfortable  enjoyment,  and  justify  in  an 
action  for  damages,  upon  the  ground  that  A's  works  emit  an  equal 
quantity  of  smoke  with  his  own  ?  Most  clearly  not.  It  is  not 
the  mere  production  of  smoke  or  noxious  vapors  that  makes  a 
nuisance,  but  the  production  of  them  in  such  quantities,  and  dis- 
charging them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce  injurious  results 
to  others.  There  can  be  no  offset  of  one  tort  against  another, 
and  the  fact  that  the  party  complaining  of  a  tortious  act  com- 
mitted hy  B,  has  also  been  guilty  of  a  tort  against  B,  will  not 
excuse  B  from  liability  to  A,  neither  will  B's  tort  excuse  A  from 
his  liability  to  B.  But,  while  this  is  the  rule  in  a  court  of  law, 
in  equity,  a  nuisance  will  not  be  restrained  at  the  suit  of  one  who 
is  himself  guilty  of  a  similar  nuisance,  unless  he  shows  that  the 
injury  is  clear  and  unmistakable,  and  the  result  of  a  want  of  care 
or  skill  on  the  part  of  the  owner,  and  is  not  properly  compensa- 
ble in  damages  by  a  suit  at  law.' 

Sec.  482.  While  it  is  true  that  the  fact  that  nuisances  existed 
in  the  neighborhood  before  the  plaintiff"  came  there,  is  no  defense 
either  in  law  or  equity  to  an  action  for  damages  resulting  from  a 
nuisance,  or  to  restrain  its  continuance,"  yet,  if  the  plaintiff  erects 
buildings  there  which  are  in  part  devoted  to  business  purposes 
which  are  productive  of  results  similar  to  those  produced  by  other 
works  in  the  vicinity,  he  does  not  by  also  occupying  a  part  of  his 
building  as  a  dwelling,  acquire  any  superior  right  over  the  other 

'  Richards  v.  Plienix  Iron  Co.,  57    70  Penn.  St.  102 ;  Wolcott  v.  Mellick, 
Penn.  St.  105 ;  Gilbert  v.  Showerman,    3  Stockt.  (K  J.)  204. 
23  Mich.  448 ;  Huckenstine's  Appeal,        *  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.  v.  Tipping, 

1  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  66. 

67 


530.  KOXIOTJS  VAPOES. 

works  so  long  as  they  are  properly  conducted  in  the  usual  and 
ordinary  way,  which  will  entitle  him  to  the  interposition  of  a 
court  of  equity  to  restrain  their  operations,  until  his  right  has 
first  been  established  at  law.'  Nor  will  a  court  of  equity,  under 
such  circumstances,  interfere  by  injunction  as  a  matter  of  course 
even  after  verdict,  unless  the  injury  is  of  such  a  character,  and  tue 
equities  are  so  strong  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  justice  of  suc!i 
a  remedy.  In  Luscomhe  v.  Steer e,^  the  court  held  that  '"'  a  verdict 
at  law  is  not  necessarily  such  an  establishment  of  the  right  or 
damage  as  entitles  a  party  to  an  injunction.  In  order  to  warrant 
that  remedy  even  after  verdict,  there  must  be  material  damage 
and  great  mischief  shown  to  result  from  the  nuisance." 

In  Broadlent  v.  Imperial  Gas-light  Oo.,  heard  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  this  question  was  discussed,  and  it  was  held  that  while 
a  verdict  at  law  generally  was  such  an  establishment  of  the  party's 
right  as  entitled  him  to  a  perpetual  injunction,  yet,  that  this  is  not 
necessarily  the  case,  where  the  damages  are  trifling,  or  where  the 
obvious  equities  of  the  case  do  not  warrant  the  remedy. 

Sec.  483.  In  determining  the  right  of  a  party  to  an  injunction, 
after  a  verdict  in  his  favor  by  a  court  of  law,  the  court  will  con- 
sider the  relative  loss  to  either  party,  the  character  of  the  property 
for  which  protection  is  sought,  the  character  of  the  locality  in  which 
the  nuisance  exists,  and  whether  the  injury  is  properly  compen- 
sable in  damages.'  In  the  language  of  Swatne,  J.,  in  Parker  v. 
Winnipiseogee  LaTce  Cotton  and  Woolen  Co.:*^  "After  the  right  has 
been  established  at  law,  a  court  of  chancery  will  not,  as  of  course, 
interpose  by  injunction.  It  will  consider  all  the  circumstances, 
the  consequences  of  such  action,  and  the  real'  equity  of  the  case." 
The  rule  is,  that  even  though  the  damage  is  small,  merely 
nominal,  yet  if  the  injuiry  is  of  a  continuous  nature,  so  as  to 
operate  as  a  constantly  recurring  grievance,  the  courts  will  re- 

'  Gilbert  v.   Showerman,  23   Mich.  Co.,  2  Black  (U.  S.)  545  ;  Curtis  «.  Wins- 

448  ;  Doellner  v.  Tynan,  .38  How.  Pr.  low,  38  Vt.  690;  Wolcott  v.  Mellick,  3 

(N.T.)  176 ;  Richards  v.  Phenix  Iron  Stockt.  (N.  J.)  204;  Sutcliflfe  «.  Wood, 

Co.,  57  Penn.  St.  105;  Huckenstine's  86  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  217. 

Appeal,  70  Penn.  St.  102.  ^  Curtis    v.    Winslow,   38   Vt.   690; 

'■^  Luscombe  v.  Steere,  17  L.T.(N.S.)  Sprague  v.  Rhodes.  4  R.  I.  301. 

229;  Broadbent  v.  Imperial  Gas  Co.,  *  Parker  ^.  Winnipiseogee  La ::e  Cot- 

7  De  Gex,  M.  &  G.  436  ;  Parker  v.  Win-  ton  and  Woolen  Co.,  2  Black.  (U.  S.) 

nipiseogee  Lake  Cotton  and  Woolen  553. 
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strain  it,  to  avoid  a  multiplicity  of  actions ; '  but,  if  the  damage 
is  small,  and  the  injury  only  occasional,  accidental,  rather  than  a 
probable  and  necessary  consequence,  an  injunction  will  be  denied.' 
Necessarily,  each  case  must  be  governed  by  the  circumstances 
that  surround  it,  and  by  the  relative  equities.  The  value  of  the 
property  affected  by  the  nuisance  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  value 
of  the  property  to  be  affected  by  the  injunction  on  the  other, 
may  be  considered,  but  they  are  not  necessarily  to  influence  the 
result.'  If  there  is  a  clear  violation  of  a  right,  and  the  injury 
is  of  a  continuous  nature,  an  injunction,  at  least  after  a  verdict 
at  law,  becomes  almost  a  matter  of  right,  irrespective  of  the 
interests  to  be  affected  thereby.*  The  instances  where  it  has 
been  refused  are  infrequent,  and  are  cases  where  the  obvious 
equities  rendered  the  granting  of  it  unjust.*  In  Sutcliffe  v. 
Wood,  which  was  an  action  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
defendants  from  discharging  the  refuse  from  their  dye-works  into 
the  Bowling  Beck  to  the  damage  of  the  plaintiff's  works,  it 
appeared  that  the  plaintiff  had  brought  an  action  at  law  and 
obtained  a  verdict  against  the  defendant  for  the  injury,  thus 
establishing  his  right  and  the  nuisance. 

KiNDERSLEY,  V.  C,  in  passing  upon  the  question  whether  the 
verdict  at  law  established  the  plaintiffs'  right  to  an  injunction, 
said:  "If  the  plaintiffs  have  established  their  legal  right,  and, 

'  Corning  v.  Troy  Iron  and  Nail  Fac-  the  nuisance,  and  to  those  which  will 

torv,  40  N.  Y.  191  ;  Sutcliffe  v.  Wood,  probably    ensue.     Goldsmid    v.   Tun- 

8  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  217;   Coulson  v.  bridge  Wells  Co.,  1  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  349. 

White,  3  Atk.  21 ;  Wood  v.  Waud,  13  "■  Sutcliffe  v.  Wood,  8  Eng.  Law  & 

Jur.  472 ;  Attorney-General  v.  Nichol,  Eq.  217. 

IG  Vesey,  338  ;  Elmhirst  v.  Spencer,  2  '  Holsman  v.  Boiling  Spring  Bleach- 
Mac.  &  G.  45;  Ripon  v.  Hobart,  8  M.  ing  Co.,  14  N.  J.  335. 
&  K.  178  ;  Parker  v.  Lake  Co.,  2  Black.  *  Embrey  t).  Owen,  GExch.  353;  Canal 
(U .  S.)  545;  Norris  v.  Hill,  1  Mann,  202;  Co.  v.  King,  14  Q.  B.  122. 
Clark  V.  White,  2  Swan  (Tenn.),  540;  »  Luscombe  v.  Steere,  14  L.T.  (N,S.) 
Milhau  V.  Sharp,  28  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  228;  229  ;  Broadbent  v.  Imperial  Gas  Co.,  7 
Bemis  v.  Upham,  13  Pick.  (Mass.)  De  G.  M.  &  G.  436.  If  the  injury  com- 
171  ;  Hayden  v.  Tucker,  37  Mo.  214 ;  plained  of  be  to  the  primary  use  of 
Wilson  V.  Townsend,  1  Dr.  &  Sm.  water,  the  law  will  imply  substantial 
337  ;  Attorney -General  v.  Sheffield  damage  even  though  the  actual  pecu- 
Gas  Co.,  3  i).  M.  &  G.  319 ;  Car-  niary  damage  is  small.  Goldsmid  v. 
lisle  v.  Cooper,  6  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  Tunbridge  Wells  Improvement  Co.,  1 
576 ;  Holsman  v.  Boiling  Spring  Co.,  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  349.  But  if  the  injury 
14  N.  J.  335  ;  Elliott  v.  N.  E.  R.R.  Co.,  is  to  the  secondary  use  of  water,  sub- 
1  J.  &  H.  156,  the  court  will  interfere  stantial  damage  must  be  proved.  Elm- 
to  enjoin  a  threatened  nuisance  when  hirst  v.  Spencer,  2  M.  &  G.  45 ;  Ling- 
the  fact  of  nuisance  is  clearly  estab-  wood  v.  Stowmarket  Co.,  1  L.  R.  Eq. 
lished.  The  court  will  look  to  all  the  Cas.  77 ;  U.  M.  M.  Co.  v.  Dangberg,  2 
consequences  that  have  ensued  from  Sawyer  (U.  S.  C.  C),  450. 
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while  thej  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  right,  another  person 
comes  and  erects  machinery  or  any  manufacturing  works  on  that 
same  stream  above  the  plaintiffs'  works,  and  by  his  manufactur- 
ing process  so  fouls  the  water  as  that,  instead  of  coming  as  before, 
pure  and  unsullied,  to  the  plaintiffs'  works,  it  arrives  there  in  a 
less  pure  and  serviceable  state,  so  as  seriously  and  continuously 
to  obstruct  the  effective  carrying  on  of  the  plaintiffs'  manufac- 
ture, and  if  the  injunction  will  restore,  or  tend  to  restore,  the 
plaintiffs  in  a  position  in  which  they  have  a  right  to  stand,  and 
in  which  they  stood  before ;  and  if  the  injury  which  is  occasioned 
by  the  works  complained  of  is  of  such  a  nature  that  the  recovery 
of  pecuniary  damages  would  not  afford  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion ;  and  if  the  plaintiffs  have  not  slept  upon  their  rights,  and  have 
not  acquiesced,  either  actively  or  passively,  in  the  acts  which 
they  now  complain  of,  but  have  used  due  diligence  and  vigilance 
to  take  such  steps  as  are  proper  and  necessary  to  vindicate  their 
rights,  I  think,  as  a  general  rule,  the  plaintiffs  would  have  a  right 
to  come  to  a  court  of  equity  and  say,  '  do  not  put  us  to  brin^ 
action  after  action  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  damages,  but 
interpose  by  a  strong  hand  and  prevent  the  continuance  of  those 
acts  altogether,  in  order  that  our  legal  rights  may  be  protected 
and  secured  to  us ; '  I  say  as  a  general  rule  and  principle,  because 
it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  of  necessity,  whenever  a  court  of 
equity  is  called  on  for  an  injunction  in  cases  of  this  nature,  it 
must  have  regard,  not  only  to  the  dry,  strict  rights  of  the  parties, 
but  must  have  regard  to  the  surrounding  circumstances,  to  the 
rights  and  interest  of  other  parties  more  or  less  involved  in  it. 
*  *  *  I  am  far  from  saying  that,  because  in  the  action  at  law 
the  court  of  law  and  a  jury  have  only  given  a  shilling,  or  2^  farthing 
damages,  that  the  injury  is  not  serious,  and  that  it  may  not  be 
a  cause  for  granting  an  injunction.  I  have  also  used  the  term 
'  continuous  injury^  By  continuous  I  do  not  mean  never  ceasing, 
but  recurring  at  repeated  intervals,  so  as  to  be  of  repeated  occur- 
rence, and  so  as  to  be  of  the  same  sort  of  damnification,  as  an 
actual  continuous  mischief  would  be.  *  *  *  Another  ground 
for  granting  or  refusing  an  injunction  in  favor  of  one  in  whom  the 
legal  right  exists,  is  whether  he  will  thereby  be  restored  to  the: 
right  he  has  established  as  against  the  defendant." 
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This  is  the  rule  as  between  parties  -when  the  injury  to  water  is 
to  its  secondary  use.  As  between  those,  where  the  injury  com- 
plained of  is  to  the  prunary  use,  applying  the  doctrine  of  this 
case,  as  well  as  of  all  the  cases,  it  is  evident  that  a  verdict  at  law, 
establishing  the  right,  would,  if  the  injury  is  of  a  continuous 
nature,  entitle  the  party  in  whom  the  right  exists,  to  an  injunc- 
tion, even  though  the  damages  were  merely  nominal/ 

Seo.  484,  But,  while  it  is  true  that  a  person,  by  devoting  his 
property  to  uses  that  are  in  law  regarded  as  a  nuisance,  may 
thereby  be  estopped  from  proceeding  to  abate  another  similar 
nuisance  in  the  same  locality  which  is  properly  conducted ;  yet, 
the  mere  fact  that  his  property  is  so  used,  vrill  not  operate  as  a 
defense,  where  the  injury  results  from  an  improper  or  unskillful 
prosecution  of  the  business  in  the  same  locality,  by  another ; "  nor 
will  it  operate  as  a  defense  in  an  action  against  a  person  carrying 
on  a  nuisance  of  a  different  character,  whereby  his  property  is 
injured,  or  the  proper  prosecution  of  his  business  is  impaired.* 

Sec.  485.  There  can  be  no  excuse  for  an  actual  nuisance.* 
The  lawfulness  of  the  trade,"  its  usefulness,*  its  actual  necessity 
even,  affords  no  excuse,  and  is  in  no  measure  a  defense.  The 
fact  that  the  best  appliances  and  methods  known  to  science  have 
been  adopted,  or  that  the  highest  degree  of  care  and  skill  has 
been  exercised  in  carrying  it  on,  is  no  defense ;  if  actual  injury 
ensues,  the  works  are  a  nuisance,  and  must  yield  to  the  superior 
rights  of  others.' 

1  Holsinan  v.  Boiling  Springs  Co.,  14  Lambert,  3  L.  R.  Eq.  Cas.  409  ;  Cooke 

N.J.    385;  Goldsmid    v.   Tunbridge  ?/•.  Forbes  5  id.  166  ;  Rhodes  ».  Dunbar, 

Wells  Co.,  1  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  349;  Stock-  57  Penn.  St.  374. 

port  Water  Works  Co.  v.  Potter,  7  H.  ^  Gilbert   v.    Sliowerman,  23   Mich. 

&  N.  160 ;  Spokes  v.  Banbury  Board,  448. 

1  L.  R.  Eq.  Cas.  42;  Canal  Co.  v.  King,  ^  Doellner  «.   Tynan,  38  How.  Pr. 

16  Beav.  630.     Where    the    nuisance  (N.  Y.)  176;  Cooker.  Forbes,  5  L.  R. 

complained  of  is  an  injury  to  a  natural  Eq.  Cas.  166. 

right,  as  to  the  air  or  to  water,  by  cor-  *  McKeon    v.    See,  4   Robt.   (N.   Y. 

rupting  the  same,  an  injunction  will  S.  C.)  469 ;  Cooke  v.   Forbes,  5  L.   R. 

issue,  although  the  actual  damage  is  Eq.  Cas.  166. 

merely  nominal.     Casebeer  v.  Mowrey,  ^  Poynton  v.  Gill,  3  Rolle's  Abr.  140. 

55  Penn.  St.  419 ;  Coulson  v.  White,  3  *  Attorney-General  v.  Colney  Hatch 

Atk.  21 ;  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  Lunatic  Asylum,  4  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  147 

&  Eq  20 ;  Bamford  v.  Turnley,  3  B.  &  ^  Fletcher  v.  Rylands,  3  L.  R.  (H.  L 

S.  63  ;  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.  v.  Tip-  Cas.)  330  ;  Cahill  v.  Eastman,  18  Minn, 

ping,  11  H.    L.  Cas,  643;   Crump  ».  324;  10  Am.  Rep.  184. 
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Sec.  486.  The  question  of  care  and  skill,  and  the  employment 
of  the  best  and  most  improved  appliances,  only  becomes  material 
when  the  works  have  been  authorized  by  the  legislature.  In  all 
other  instances,  it  is  of  no  avail,  and  is  not  properly  admissible 
in  evidence,  except  where  other  than  actual  damages  are  clairc  ed,' 
or  when  the  trade  is  carried  on  in  a  convenient  place." 

Sec.  487.  Not  only  are  those  trades  which  produce  noxious 
vapors  that  injuriously  affect  the  atmosphere  floating  over 
another's  premises  nuisances,  but  any  use  of  property  whereby, 
by  artificial  means,  noxious  gases  or  vapors  are  developed,  whether 
for  the  purposes  of  trade  or  not,  are  equally  so.  The  collection 
of  water  in  artificial  ponds  or  trenches,  or  the  setting  back  of 
water  by  means  of  dams  or  other  artificial  devices,  whereby  the 
water  becomes  stagnant  and  emits  unpleasant  odors,  or  unwhole- 
some or  injurious  gases,  is  as  great  a  nuisance,  and  equally  as 
actionable  or  indictable,  as  are  furnaces  for  the  smelting  of  lead, 
copper,  or  other  substances  that  send  out  destructive  or  injurious 
vapors.' 

It  was  held  in  the  case  of  Green  v.  The  Mayor  of  Savannah, 
6  Ga.  1,  that  the  city  government  of  Savannah,  being  authorized 
by  its  charter  to  regulate  nuisances  within  its  limits,  had  the 
power  to  prevent  the  cultivation  of  rice  within  the  city  limits,  it 
being  a  branch  of  agriculture  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  city, 
by  reason  of  the  unwholesome  gases  developed  and  imparted  to 
the  atmosphere  from  the  stagnant  water  essential  to  its  cultiva- 
tion. 

Sec.  488.  The  law  does  not  balance  conveniences,  nor  recog- 
nize the  relative  difference  in  damage,  between  the  injury  to  the 
rights  of  others  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  damage  and  loss  which 
will  be  entailed  upon  the  person  who,  by  the  use  of  his  property 

1  Fletcher  v.  Ryland,  1  L.  R.  Exch.  v.  Milwaukie,  10  id.  242  ;  Smith  v.  Mil- 
284 ;  Tremain  v.  Cohoes  Co. ,  2  N.  Y.  waukie,  18  id.  63 ;  Rooker  v.  Perkins, 
169.  14  id.  79  ;  Lanning  v.  State,  1  Chaud. 

2  Dollner  v.  Tynan,  38  How.  Pr.  (Wis.)  178 ;  Stoughton  v.  State,  5  Wis. 
(N.  Y.)  176;  Gilbert  v.  Showerman,  23  291 ;  Commonwealth  v.  Webb,  6  Rand. 
Mich.  448.  (Va.)  736 ;  Spencer  v.  Commonwealth 

3Neal  v.  Henry,  Meigs  (Tenn.),  17  ;    2   Leigh  (Va.),  759;   Miller  v.  True- 
Bigelow  V.  Newell,  10    Pick.   (Mass.)    heart,  4  id.  C69. 
348;  Day  v.  State,  4  Wis.  387 ;  Weeks 
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in  a  particular  manner,  violates  those  rights,  by  having  his  works 
declared  a  nuisance,  and  being  compelled  to  remove  them  on  the 
other.  The  fact  that  the  injury  is  slight,  is  no  excuse  or  defense  ; 
if  a  right  is  clearly  violated,  the  works  producing  them  are  nui- 
sances, and  must  yield  to  the  superior  right.  It  makes  no  difter- 
ence  that  the  works  are  really  in  the  interests  of  society,  and 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  a  community,  if 
they  are  of  that  noxious  character,  or  produce  those  noxious 
results  that  bring  them  within  the  idea  of  a  nuisance,  the  person 
maintaining  them  is  liable  for  all  damages  resulting  to  individuals 
specially  injured  thereby,  and  to  indictment  as  for  a  public  nui- 
sance where  the  location  of  the  works  and  their  effects  are  such 
as  to  injure  the.  public.^ 

Thus,  in  the  case  of  The  Attorney-General  v,  Leeds,  39  L.  J. 
354,  the  town  of  Leeds  was  indicted  for  a  public  nuisance  created 
by  discharging  the  sewage  of  the  town  into  a  river,  and  thereby 
polluting  and  corrupting  the  water  of  the  stream.  The  defend- 
ants insisted  that  the  discharge  of  the  sewage  into  the  river  in 
question  was  the  only  practicable  method  by  which  the  town 
could  be  drained,  and  that  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the 
town  in  a  great  measure  depended  upon  the  sewage  being  dis- 
charged there.  But  the  com-t  held  that  this  was  no  defense. 
That  in  prosecutions  or  actions  for  nuisances,  the  court  would  not 
balance  conveniences ;  but,  when  the  right  and  its  violation  was 
clear,  there  could  be  no  excuse  m-ged,  that  would  protect  the  per- 
son or  corporation  that  produced  the  injury  from  all  the  conse- 
quences, civil  or  criminal. 

Sec.  489.  Ths  question  as  to  what  is  a  convenient  place  for  the 
exercise  of  a  noxious  trade  is  to  be  determined  by  the  single  test, 
whether  it  is  prosecuted  in  a  locality  where  no  injurious  results 
ensue  to  others.  If  injurious  consequences  to  others  do  in  fact 
ensue  therefrom  which  amount  to  an  actionable  injury,  the  place 

'  Attorney-General  v.  Colney  Hatch  (N.  S.)  79  ;  Broadbent  v.  Imperial  Gas 

Lunatic  Asylum,  4  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  146 ;  Co.,  7  De  Q.  M.  &  G.  436  ;  Respublica 

Poynton  v.  Gill,  1   Rolle's  Abr.  140  ;  b.  Cauldwell,  1  DaUas  (U.  S.),  160 ;  Res 

Holsman  v.  Boiling  Springs  Co.,  14  N.  v.  Ward,  4  Ad.  &  El.  385  ;  Rex  v.  Mor- 

J.  335  ;  Bamford  v.  Turnley,  3  B.  &  S.  ris,  1  B.  &  Ad.  441 ;  Res  v.  Grosvener, 

63;   Beardmore   v.  Tread  well,  3  Giff.  2  Starkie,  511  ;  Folkes«.  Chad,3  Doug. 

683 ;  Attorney-General  v.  Leeds,  39  L.  340 ;  The  King  v.  Dewsnap,  16  East 

J.  354-    Roberts  t).  Clark,  17  L.   T.  194. 
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is  not  a  convenient  place,  and  the  works  are  a  nuisance/  In  the 
language  of  Justice  Mellor,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  in  Tipping 
V.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.^  11  H.  L.  Cas.  642,  "  A  man  may  do 
any  act  on  his  own  land  which  is  not  unlawful.  When  I  say 
unlawful,  I  mean  any  act  which  is  not  wrong.  He  may  erect  a 
lime  kiln  if  it  is  in  a  convenient  place,  but  the  meaning  of  a 
convenient  place  is,  that  it  must  he  wi  a  place  where  he  will  not 
do  an  actionable  injury  to  another,  because  a  man  may  not  so 
use  his  own  property  as  to  injure  another.  When  he  sends  onto 
the  lands  of  his  neighbor  noxious  smells,  smoke,  etc.,  then  he  is 
not  doing  an  act  on  his  own  property  only,  hut  he  is  doing  an  act 
on  his  own  property  also;  because  every  man  has  a  right,  by  the 
common  law,  to  the  pure  air  and  to  have  no  noxious  smells  sent 
on  his  land,  unless  by  a  period  of  time  a  man  has,  by  what  is 
called  a  prescriptive  right,  obtained  the  power  of  throwing  a 
burden  on  his  neighbor's  property.  *  *  *  If  a  man,  by  an 
act,  either  by  the  erection  of  a  lime  kiln,*  or  copper  works,'  or  any 
works  of  that  description,  sends  over  his  neighbor's  land,  that 
which  is  noxious  and  hurtful  to  an  extent  which  sensibly  dimin- 
ishes the  comfort  and  value  of  the  property,  and  the  comfort  of 
existence  of  that  property,  that  is  an  actionable  injury.  That  is 
the  law.  But  when  yon  come  to  the  question  of  facts,  there  is 
no  doubt  you  must  take  into  consideration  a  variety  of  circum- 
stances. In  deciding  whether  or  not  a  man's  property  has  been 
sensibly  injured  by  the  actions  of  another  person  on  his  own  land, 
of  course  you  will  consider  the  place,  the  circumstances,  and  the 
whole  nature  of  the  thing.  It  would  not  be  sufficient  to  say  that 
noxious  vapors  have  come  on  the  land  of  another,  but  you  must 
consider  to  what  degree,  and  to  what  extent  they  have  come,  and 
whether  they  have  come  from  the  premises  of  the  defendant. 
*     *     *     Whether  a  nuisance  has  been  caused  by  the  defendants 

1  Pinckney  -».  Ewens,  3  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  (N.  S.)  366;  Rex  «.  Williams,  6  C.  & 

741 ;  Stockport  Waterworks  Co. «.  Pot-  P.  686;  Stockport  Water  Works  Co, 

ter,  7   H.  »fe  N.   167  ;    Tipping  v.   St.  v.  Potter,  7  H.  &  N.  167  ;  Beardmore  v. 

Helen  Smelting  Co.,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  642.  Treadwell,  3    Giff.    683  ;    Barwell    «, 

*  Aldred's  Case,  5  Coke,  58;  Hutchins  Brooks,    1    L.    J.    75  ;     Broadbent    v 

V.  Smith,  63  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.) ;  Ric  Imperial  Gas  Co.,  7  D.  M.  &  G.  436 

de  D.  -y.  R.  &  S.,  4  Assize  Book,  pi.  3,  Bamford  «.   Turnley,   3  B.   &  S.   63  : 

p.  6.  Roberts  «.  Clark,  17  L.  T.  (N.   S.)  79  ; 

3  Tennant  «.  Hamilton,  7  Cr.  P.  133 ;  Cleveland  n.  Gas  Co.,  5  C.  E.   Green 

Bankhardt   «.  Houghton,  27  Beavan,  (N.  J.),  294. 
425 ;  Houghton  ».  Bankhardt,  3  L.  T. 
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at  all,  the  nature  of  the  locality,  the  character  of  the  works,  and 
every  other  fact  in  the  case,  must  be  taken  into  consideration,  and 
so  Eble,  Ch.  J.,  says,  in  a  case  which  has  been  handed  up  to  me. 
'  The  time,  the  locality  and  so  on,  are  all  circumstances  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  upon  the  question  of  fact,  whether  an  actionable 
injury  has  been  occasioned  by  a  man  to  his  neighbor  or  not.' " 

The  question  as  to  what  is  a  convenient  place,  is  a  mixed  ques- 
tion of  law  and  fact.  If  no  damage  ensues  in  consequence  of 
the  works,  then  the  place  is  a  convenient  one,  but  if  damage 
ensues  then  the  place  is  not  convenient,  and  the  only  question  for 
the  jury,  is  the  simple  question,  whether  the  works  produce  a 
sensible  injury  to  the  property  or  impair  its  comfortable  enjoy- 
ment. 

In  Pinckney  v.  Ewens,  3  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  741,  the  court  submitted 
three  questions  to  the  jury  :  1.  Was  the  plaintiff's  enjoyment  of 
his  property  sensibly  diminished  by  the  nuisance,  if  any,  carried 
on  by  the  defendant  ?  2.  Is  the  trade  of  a  fell-monger  a  proper 
trade  ?     3.  Was  the  trade  carried  on  in  a  proper  place  ? 

The  jury  having  found  for  the  plaintiff  upon  the  first  question, 
although  they  found  the  trade  a  proper  one,  and  that  it  was  exer- 
cised in  a  proper  place,  yet  judgment  was  rendered  for  the  plain- 
tiff, upon  the  ground  that  actual  damage  having  resulted  neither 
the  trade  or  place  could  be  regarded  as  proper. 

Sec.  490.  As  further  illustrative  of  the  rules  applicable  to  such 
classes  of  wrongs,  in  determining  the  legal  rights  of  the  parties, 
and  the  question  as  to  whether  the  place  where  the  trade  is  exer- 
cised is  a  convenient  or  proper  place,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
locality,  the  uses  to  which  it  is  devoted,  the  presence  of  other 
nuisances,  their  character  and  extent,  are  all  to  be  considered,  and 
the  injury  complained  of  must  be  directly  or  clearly  traceable  to 
the  works  of  the  defendant.  In  the  language  of  Lord  Ceanwoeth 
in  the  house  of  lords,  in  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  ante  : 
"  I  perfectly  well  remember  when  I  had  the  honor  to  be  one  of 
the  barons  of  exchequer,  trying  a  case  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
where  there  was  an  action  for  smoke  in  the  town  of  Shields.  It 
was  proved  incontestably  that  smoke  did  come,  and  in  some 
degree  interfered  with  a  certain  person,  but  I  said :  '  You  must 
tiS 
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look  at  it,  not  with  a  view  to  the  question  whether  abstractly  that 
quantity  of  smoke  was  a  nuisance,  hut  whether  it  was  a  nuisance 
to  a  person  living  in  the  town  of  Shields  /  because,  if  it  only 
added  in  an  infinitesimal  degree  to  the  quantity  of  smoke,  I 
thought  that  the  state  of  the  town  rendered  it  altogether  impos- 
sible to  call  that  a  nuisance.'  " 

Ssc.  491,  The  mere  fact  that  other  nuisances  exist  in  the  local- 
ity that  produce  similar  results  is  no  defense,  if  the  nuisance 
complained  of  adds  to  the  nuisance  already  existing,  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  injury  complained  of  is  measurably  traceable 
thereto.  It  is  not  necessary  that  all  the  injury  should  be  the 
result  of  the  nuisance  sought  to  be  charged ;  if  it  is  of  such  a 
character,  and  produces  such  results  that,  standing  alone,  it  would 
be  a  nuisance  to  the  plaintiff,  the  fact  that  it  is  the  prinoipaly 
though  not  the  sole,  agent  producing  the  injury  is  sufficient,  at 
least  as  evidence  of  the  plaintiff's  right.' 

Sec.  492.  Neither  the  fact  that  the  trade  is  lawful,  or  that  it  is 
needful,  or  that  the  injury  is  unavoidable  in  the  exercise  of  the 
trade,  will  excuse  its  exercise  in  a  locality  where  it  inflicts  actual 
injury  upon  others,  and  that  place  for  the  exercise  of  a  trade,  is  a 
convenient  one  only,  when  it  is  carried  on  where  no  injury  results 
to  others  from  it.'  The  only  question  for  a  jury  is,  whether  injury 
and  damage  result  from  the  use  of  property  complained  of,  and,  if 
the  question  is  submitted  to  them,  whether  the  trade  is  a  lawful 
one,  and  whether  it  is  carried  on  in  a  convenient  and  proper 
manner,  and  they  find  in  the  affirmative ;  yet,  if  they  find  that 
damage  results  to  others  therefrom,  their  verdict  is  entered  for 
the  plaintiff.  The  question  of  the  lawfulness  of  the  trade,  or  the 
convenience  of  the  place,  are  not  proper  questions  for  the  jury ; 
but,  while  on  the  one  hand  it  is  not  error  for  the  court  to  submit 
the  question  to  them,'  neither  on  the  other  is  it  error  to  refuse  to 
do  so.* 

1  People  «.  Mallary,  4  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  3  Pinckney  v.  Ewens.  17  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 

Rep.  367  ;  McKeon  v.  See,  51  N.  T.  274 ;  741. 

Mulligan  v.  Elias,  12  Abb.  Pr.  (N.  S.)  *  Stockport  Water  Works  Co.  v.  Pot- 

259.  ter,  7  H.  &  N.  167. 

"^  Tipping  V.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co., 
11  H.  L.  Cas  648. 
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Sec.  493.  In  Stockport  Water  Works  Co.  v.  Potter^  ante,  which 
was  an  action  against  the  defendants,  who  were  calico  printers, 
for  injuries  resulting  to  the  plaintift'  by  the  pollution  of  the 
waters  of  a  stream  flowing  through  the  plaintifP  s  land,  by  reason 
of  the  noxious  and  poisonous  ingredients  used  by  them  in  their 
business,  and  discharged  into  the  stream.  Upon  the  trial  at 
assize,  before  Channell,  B.,  the  judge  submitted  several  ques- 
tions to  the  jury,  among  others  the  following : 

^'■Eighth.  "Was  the  discharge  of  the  water  from  the  defendants' 
works  with  noxious  matter,  causing  damage  to  the  plaintiffs, 
necessary  and  unavoidable,  or  might  the  same  have  been  avoided 
by  them  by  using  reasonable  care,"  that  is,  not  by  any  extravagant 
outlay,  but  in  the  ordinary  course  of  management  of  their  busi- 
ness, with  such  an  outlay  as  such  a  business  requires  ? " 

To  this  question  the  jury  answered  that  they  knew  of  no  means 
by  which  the  injury  could  be  avoided. 

''''Ninth.  Has  the  defendant,  by  discharging  matters  into  the 
stream,  occasioned  injury  to  the  plaintiffs  in  excess  of  the  rights 
exercised  by  them  for  twenty  years  before  the  discharge  of  the 
matters  complained  of? 

''''Tenth.  Was  the  defendant's  trade  a  lawful  trade,  carried  on 
for  purposes  necessary  or  useful  to  the  community,  and  carried 
on  in  a  reasonable  and  proper  manner,  and  in  a  reasonable  and 
proper  place  ? " 

To  the  last  questions  the  jury  returned  an  affirmative  answer, 
and  upon  this  finding  the  jvidge  directed  a  verdict  to  be  entered 
for  the  plaintiffs,  reserving  leave  to  the  defendants  to  move  to 
enter  a  verdict  for  them  upon  the  finding  of  the  jury  upon  the 
tenth  question. 

Upon  hearing  in  exchequer,  Martin,  B.,  said :  "  I  believe  we 
are  all  of  the  opinion  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the 
jury  upon  the  tenth  question,  and,  secondly,  if  there  was,  it  is 
immaterial,  and  can  have  no  effect  upon  the  rights  of  the  parties. 
The  tenth  question  was,  was  the  defendant's  trade  a  lawful  trade? 
No  doubt  it  was.  Was  it  carried  on  for  purposes  necessary  and 
useful  to  the  community  ?  No  doubt  it  was.  Was  it  carried  on 
in  a  reasonable  and  proper  manner,  and  in  a  proper  place  ?  On 
that  there  is  really  no  evidence  whatever.     No  one  saw  how  the 
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business  was  conducted,  and  it  is  impossible  to  say  tbat  there  was 
any  evidence  tbat  it  was  carried  on  in  a  reasonable  and  proper 
manner,  or  tbat  tbere  could  be  any  thing  more  than  a  mere  sur- 
mise on  the  subject.  But  suppose  there  was,  how  could  it  affect 
the  people  of  Stockport  ?  The  defendants  carried  on  their  trade 
primarily  for  their  own  profit,  and  the  public  are  benefited  by 
the  carrying  on  of  all  trades,  for  they  have  an  interest  in  persons 
using  their  industry  and  capital.  But  what  answer  is  that  to 
persons  whose  water  for  drinking  is  affected  by  arsenic  poured 
into  it  by  persons  carrying  on  one  of  these  trades  ? "  The  judg- 
ment of  the  lower  court  was  unanimously  sustained. 


CHAPTEE  FIFTEENTH. 

NOTSOME   SMELLS. 

Sec.  494.  Noisome  stenclies  as  a  nuisance. 

495.  Hurtf  ulness  or  unwholesomeness  not  necessary. 

496.  A  smell  simply  disagreeable  creates  a  nuisance. 

497.  No  such  tiling  as  a  nuisance  per  se  as  applied  to  a  trade. 

498.  Rule  in  Catlin  v.  Valentine. 

499.  Fact  of  nuisance  must  be  proved. 

500.  Rule  as  to  ordinary  uses  of  property. 

501.  Prima  facie  nuisances. 

502.  Nuisances  per  se. 

503.  Change  in  the  rule. 

504.  Slaughter-houses  prima  facie  nuisances. 

505.  Should  be  located  away  from  inhabited  districts. 

506.  Rule  in  Brady  v.  Weeks. 

507.  Coming  to  a  nuisance  no  defense. 

508.  Leasing  premises  subjected  to  nuisance  no  defense. 

509.  Rule  in  Howell  v.  McCoy . 

510.  Regulation  of  slaughter-houses. 

511.  Slaughter-houses  nuisances,  even  when  not  productive  of  noxious 

smells. 

512.  Privies  prima  facie  nuisances. 

513.  Liability  of  parties  for  erections  liable  to  become  nuisances. 

514.  Rule  in  Tenant  v.  Goldwin. 
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Sec.  515.  Tallow  factories  prima  facie  nuisances. 

516.  Melting  houses  —  Downie  v.  Oliphant. 

517.  Rule  in  Peck  v.  Elder. 
618.  Hog-Bties  as  nuisances. 

519.  Cattle-yards,  when  nuisances. 

520.  Tanneries  prima  facie  nuisances. 
531.  Soap  boileries  prima  facie  nuisances. 

522.  Rule  in  Howard  v.  Lee. 

523.  Ballamy  v.  Comb  and  Meigs  v.  Leste-r. 

524.  Radenhurst  v.  Coates. 

525.  Jamieson  v.  Hillcote,  and  Charity  v.  Riddle. 

526.  Livery  stables,  when  nuisances. 

527.  Stenches,  noise,  or  collection  of  flies. 

528.  Rule  in  Dargan  v.  Waddell. 

529.  Private  stables  may  become  nuisances  from  same  causes. 

530.  Various  uses  of  property  regarded  as  prima  facie  nuisances. 

531.  Injury  to  property  or  its  enjoyment,  test  of  nuisance  from  noxious 

trade. 

532.  Real  injury  essential. 

533.  Time  as  an  element. 

534   Private  actions  for  injuries  sustained  from  noxious  trades  which  are 
public  nuisances . 

535.  Rule  in  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf,  Ottawa  Gas  Co.  «.  Thompson,  Wes- 

son V.  Washburne  Iron  Co. 

536.  Rule  in  Soltau  v.  DeHeld. 

537.  Special  injuries  defined. 

538.  Rule  in  Rex  v.  Dewsnap. 

539.  Robbins'  Case. 

540.  General  rule. 

541.  When  indictments  lie. 

Sec.  494.  The  corruption  of  the  atmosphere  by  the  exercise 
of  any  trade,  or  by  any  use  of  property  that  impregnates  it  with 
noisome  stenches,  has  ever  been  regarded  as  among  the  worst 
class  of  nuisances,  and  the  books  are  full  of  cases  in  which  cmy 
use  of  property  producing  these  results  has  been  regarded  as 
noxious  and  a  nuisance,  whether  arising  from  the  exercise  of  a 
trade  or  business,  or  from  the  ordinary  or  even  necessary  uses  of 
property.  As  has  been  before  observed,  the  right  to  have  the  air 
float  over  one's  premises  free  from  all  unnatural  or  artificial 
impurities,  is  a  right  as  absolute  as  the  right  to  the  soil  itself,  but 
while  there  are  certain  uses  of  property  that  are  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  its  ordinary  use,  that  necessarily  impart  more  or  less  of 
impurity  thereto,  these  uses  are  recognized  as  lawful  when  reason- 
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ably  exercised,  and  must  be  submitted  to  as  among  the  incidents 
of  life  in  towns  or  tliickly-settled  districts,  but  there  is  no  use  of 
property  productive  of  noxious  smells  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
operate  an  essential  annoyance  to  others,  that  can  be  regarded  as 
coming  within  the  ordinary  or  necessary  uses  of  property.  The 
courts,  at  an  early  day,  upheld  actions  for  injuries  arising  fi'om  a 
corruption  of  the  atmosphere  from  the  exercise  of  this  species  of 
trades.' 

Sec.  495.  In  the  case  of  noisome  smells,  as  with  nuisances 
arising  from  smoke  or  noxious  vapors,  the  stenches  must  be  of 
such  a  character  as  to  be  offensive  to  the  senses,  or  as  to  produce 
actual  physical  discomfort,  such  as  materially  interfere  with  the 
comfortable  enjoyment  of  property  within  their  sphere."  It  is 
not  necessary  that  the  smells  should  be  hurtful  or  unwholesome, 
it  is  sufficient  if  they  are  so  offensive,  or  produce  such  annoyance, 
inconvenience  or  discomfort,  as  to  impair  the  comfortable  enjoy- 
ment of  property,  by  persons  of  ordinary  sensibilities.' 

Sec.  496.  A  smell  that  is  simply  disagreeahle  to  ordinary  per- 
sons is  such  a  physical  annoyance  as  makes  the  use  of  property 
producing  it  a  nuisance,  whether  it  is  hurtful  in  its  effects  or  not  ;* 

1  Aldred'f)  Case,  9  Coke,  58  a.,  Pig        ^  Pickard  v.  Collins,  83  Barb.  (N.  Y. 

stye  ;  Pappineau's  Case,   3   Stra.  686,  S.  C.)  444,  barn  ;  Story  ■».  Hammond,  4 

Tannery ;  Morley  v.  Pragnall,  Cro.  Car.  Ohio  St.  376  ;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3  Sandf, 

510,  Tallow  Chandler;  Toy  hales'  Case,  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  126 ;  Cropsey  v.  Murphy, 

cited  in  Cro.  Car.  510,  Tallow  Chand-  1  Hilt.  (N.  Y.  C.  P.)  126 ;  Francis  v. 

ler ;  Jones  v.  Powell,  Hutt.  136,  tobacco  Schoellkopf,  53  N.  Y..  152  ;  Jamieson 

mill;  Stynan  «.  Hutchinson,2  Selwyn,  t.  Hill,  12  F.    C.  (Sc.)  424;  Knight  «. 

1047,  Privy;  Rex  -y.  Niel,  2  C.&  P.  485,  Gardner,  19  L.  R.  (K  S.)  673  ;    Hart 

Varnish  making ;  Rex  u. White,  1  Bur.  v.  Taylor,  4  Mur.   (Sc.)  313  ;  State  «. 

333,  Chemical  works  ;  Rankett's  Case,  Wetherall,  5  Harring.  (Del.)  487;  Brady 

2  Rolle'sAbr.  140, 141,  melting  stinking  «.  Weeks,  3  Barb.   (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  157  ; 

tallow ;  Rex  B.   Cross,  2  C.  &  P.  483,  Manhattan  Gas-light  Co.  «.  Barker,  36 

slaughter-house  ;  Rex  f).  Watts,  2  C.  &  How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  258  ;  Fertilizing  Co. 

P.  486,  slaughter-house  ;  Rex  ■«.  Ward,  v.  Van  Keureu,  36  N.  J.  265. 
1  Burr.  333,  vitriol  works.  ^  Walter  ».  Selfe,  4  Eng.  L.  &Eq.  20  ; 

*  Catlin  ■».  Valentine,  9  Paige's  Ch.  Smith  «.  McConathy,  11  Miss.  517 ;  Peo- 

(N.Y.)  576,  Slaughter-house  ;Pottstowu  pie  ■».  Taylor,  6  Park.  Crim.  R.  (N.  Y.) 

Gas  Co.  «.  Murphy,  39  Penn.  St.  257,  347;  McCredie  «.  McBrau,32  Jur.  184; 

Gas  works  ;  Columbus  Gas  Co.  -y.  Free-  Pickard  v.  Collins,  23  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.C.) 

land,   12    Ohio   St.   392,   Gas   works ;  444 ;  Broadbent  •«.  Imperial  Gas  Co.,  7 

Kirkman  v.  Handy.  11  Humph.  (Tenn.)  De  G.  M.  &  G.  436  ;  Stowe  v.  Mills,  39 

Livery  stable  ;  Com  ».  Brown,  13  Met.  Conn.  426 ;  Pentland  v.  Henderson,  17 

(Mass.)    365;    Wolcott   «.   Mellick,    3  D.  (Sc.)  542;   27  Jur.  241;    Smith  «. 

Stockt.  (N.  J.)  204;  Cleaveland  ».  Gas  Humbert,  3  Kerr  (N.  B.),  603. 
Light  Co.,  N.  J, 
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and,  as  nuisances  of  this  character  can  produce  no  tangible  injury 
to  property,  but  only  affect  its  value  by  rendering  its  enjoyment 
disagreeable  or  uncomfortable,  the  rule  of  damage  is  necessarily, 
in  most  instances,  discretionary  with  a  jury,  and  is  confined  to 
such  a  sum  as  in  their  judgment,  in  view  of  the  character  of  the 
nuisance,  the  locality,  and  the  discomfort  produced,  the  party  is 
entitled  to,  for  the  depreciation  in  value,  and  the  injury  to  its 
enjoyment.* 

Sec.  497.  Strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  use  of 
property  that  is  a  nuisance  ^er  se  outside  of  that  class  of  nuisances 
that  affect  the  morals  of  society,  or  public  rights,  or  are  danger- 
ous to  the  lives  of  mankind.  There  are  a  class  of  trades  and 
uses  of  property  that,  by  the  experience  of  mankind,  have  been 
demonstrated  to  be  productive  of  ill  results  generally,  so  that 
courts  of  law  and  equity,  when  called  upon  to  abate  them,  treat 
them  2&  prima  facie  nuisances;  but  there  are  no  classes  of  trades 
or  uses  of  property  that  are  actionable  or  indictable  at  law,  hecause 
they  are  of  a  particular  class,  nor  without  proof  that  they  actually 
produce  injurious  results;  for,  while  human  experience  has 
demonstrated  that  some  uses  of  property  are  generally  productive 
of  ill  results,  so,  too,  the  same  experience  has  demonstrated  the 
fact  that  human  ingenuity  is  fertile  in  expedients  by  which  many 
hurtful  trades,  and  trades  that  have  formerly  been  regarded  as  nui- 
sances per  *<?,  are  rendered  entirely  innocuous  and  harmless  in  any 
locality.  If  a  particular  trade  is  a  nuisance  per  se,  no  evidence 
of  hurtful  results  in  a  private  action  would  be  necessary,  simple 
proximity  to  the  property  of  another  would  be  suflicient,  and,  in 
an  indictment,  a  simple  allegation  that  the  trade  was  carried  on 
in  a  public  place,  would  be  all  that  would  be  required ;  but,  in  fact, 
there  are  no  trades  or  use  of  property,  other  than  such  as  have 
been  previously  stated,  that  are  nuisances  j^e;'  se  ^  but  there  are  a 
large  class  that  are  prima  facie  nuisances,  so  that  a  court  of 
equity  will  restrain  their  operations  in  a  particular  locality,  while 
the  question  of  nuisance  is  being  tested. 

'  Francis  v.  Sclioellkoppf,  53  N.  Y.    (N".  Y.  S.  C.)  252 ;  McKeon  v.  See,  4 
152;minoisCentralR.  R.  Co.'c.  Qrabil,     Robt.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  449;  Aldridge  v 
50  111.  241 ;  HutcMns  v.  Smith,  63  Barb.     Stuvvesant,  1  Hall  (N.  Y.  S.  C),  210 
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Sec.  498.  In  Catlin  y.  Valentine,^  the  plaintiffs  were  the  own- 
ers of  property  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  east  side  of 
Second  avenue.  The  defendant  began  the  erection  of  a  building 
on  the  corner  of  Second  avenue  and  Fifth  street,  to  be  used  as  a 
slaughter-house.  The  plaintiffs  brought  a  bill  in  equity  to  restrain 
the  erection  of  the  building  soon  after  it  was  commenced.'  The 
defendant  having  filed  an  answer,  setting  forth  that  while  he 
intended  to  use  the  building  as  a  slaughter-house,  yet  he  intended 
to  so  conduct  the  business  as  not  to  be  a  nuisance  to  any  one,  the 
court  modified  the  injunction  so  as  to  permit  the  erection  of  the 
building,  but  restraining  its  use  as  a  slaughter-house  until  final 
hearing  upon  appeal.  Walworth,  Ch.,  said :  "  The  situation  of 
the  defendant's  building,  in  reference  to  the  dwellings  of  the  com- 
plainants, would  prima  faeie  render  the  occupation  of  such  build- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering  cattle  there  a  nuisance.  And 
as  there  is  no  real  necessity  that  such  an  offensive  business  should 
be  carried  on  in  this  part  of  the  city,  where  many  valuable 
dwelling-houses  of  the  best  kind  are  already  erected,  and  are  con- 
tinuing to  be  built,  the  vice-chancellor  was  right  in  retaining  the 
injunction  until  final  hearing.  The  answer  of  the  defendant  that 
a  slaughter-house  would  not  be  offensive  to  the  plaintiffs,  is  mat- 
ter of  opinion  only,  and  is  not  such  a  denial  of  the  whole  equity 
of  the  bill  as  to  entitle  the  defendant  to  a  dissolution  of  the 
injunction  as  a  matter  of  course.  To  constitute  a  nuisance,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  the  noxious  trade  or  business  should  endanger 
the  health  of  the  neighborhood.  It  is  sufficient  if  it  produces 
that  which  is  offensive  to  the  senses,  and  which  renders  the  enjoy- 
ment of  life  uncomfortable.'  It  is  possible  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  slaughtering  cattle,  to  a  limited  extent,  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  be  a  nuisance.  But  it  is  wholly  improbable  that  any 
one  will  subject  himself  to  the  necessary  expense  to  enable  him 
to  do  it  in  that  part  of  the  city,  when  the  business  can  be  carried 

1  Catlin  V.  Valentine,  9  Paige's  Ch.  « Rex  v.  Niel,  2  C.  &  P.  [485 ;  Rex 

(N.  Y.)  575;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3  Sandf.  ■».   White,    1    Burr.   337;    Walter    v. 

(N.  Y.  S.  C.)  136 ;    Swinton   et  al.   v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  20 ;  Ross  v. 

Pedie,15Shaw&D.775;  M.&R.  1018;  Butler,  20  N.  J.  275;    Cleaveland  v. 

The  Burnt  Island  Whale  Fishing  Co.  Gas  Co.,  5  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  294 ;  Wes- 

V.  Trotter,  5  W.  &  S.  649;  Attorney-  son  v  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  18  Allen 

General  v.  Steward,  20  N.  J.  415.  (Mass.),  95  ;  Attorney-General  v.  Stew- 
ard, 20  N.  J.415. 
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on  in  the  unsettled  parts  of  New  York,  or  in  parts  of  the  city 
where  property  is  less  valuable,  without  tlie  great  cost  and  labor 
which  would  be  requisite  to  carry  it  on  where  the  defendant's 
buildings  were  being  erected  when  this  bill  was  filed.  In  this 
case,  the  defendant^  upon  final  hearing,  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  produce  proofs  to  show  that  the  slaughtering  of  cattle  at  the 
place  proposed  will  not  he  offensive  to  the  neighboring  inhabitants., 
and  injurious  to  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  property." 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  this  case,  where  the  defendant  was 
ffbout  to  commence  the  business  of  slaughtering  cattle  in  a  popu- 
lous locality,  and  in  the  very  heart  of  a  great  city,  the  learned 
chancellor  only  continued  the  injunction  until  final  hearing,  upon 
the  ground  that  the  business  was  prima  facie  a  nuisance.  And 
when  it  is  remembered  that  in  one  of  the  cases  to  which  the 
chancellor  referred  {Swinton  v.  Pedie,  McL.  &  Robt.  1018),  it 
was  held,  that  the  business  of  slaughtering  cattle  in  a  populous 
locality  is  per  se  a  nuisance,  this  position  of  the  court  is  signifi- 
cant as  following  the  doctrine  of  the  text,  and  taking  cognizance 
of  the  fact  that  nothing  can  be  a  nuisance  to  a  private  right, 
unless  it  is  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  others,  and  produces  actual 
injury  and  damage,  and  that  while  human  experience  has  demon- 
strated that  certain  uses  of  property  are  generally  nuisances,  yet 
that  that  same  experience  has  also  demonstrated,  that  out  of  the 
fertility  of  the  human  brain  so  many  improvements  are  produced, 
that  it  is  possible  to  reduce  the  most  offensive  and  noxious  trade 
to  one  that  is  wholly  inoffensive  and  innocuous  in  any  locality. 

Sec.  499.  At  law,  the  idea  of  a  nuisance  per  se,  except  in  the 
instances  named,  and  in  the  case  of  overhanging  another's  landi 
is  never  recognized.  Neither  is  the  idea  of  a  prima  facie  nui- 
sance. The  fact  that  a  slaughter-house,  works  for  smelting  copper, 
lead,  chemical  works,  or  any  other  works,  however  injurious  or 
offensive  they  may  have  proved  previously,  have  been  erected 
near  another's  property,  does  not  establish  even  a  prima  facie 
case  for  the  plaintiff.  On  the  contrary,  a  declaration  simply 
alleging  that  any  such  works  had  been  erected  near  the  plaintiff's 
premises,  without  setting  forth  the  fact  that,  from  the  use  of  such 
A'orks,  some  legal  right  had  been  invaded,  and  actual  damage  had 
69 
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been  sustained  by  the  plaintiff,  would  clearly  be  demurrable. 
There  can  be  no  nuisance,  unless  thereby  another's  rights  are 
invaded  in  some  of  the  ways  recognized  by  the  law  as  producing 
an  actionable  injury,  and  in  order  to  uphold  an  action  at  law,  or 
an  indictment  for  a  nuisance,  the  invasion  of  a  legal  right  must 
be  clearly  set  forth  in  the  pleadings,  and  established  by  proof.' 

Sec.  500.  In  PicJcard  v.  Collins,  23  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  444, 
this  doctrine  was  laid  down,  following  the  language  of  Savage, 
C.  J.,  in  Mohan  v.  Brown :  "  The  person  who  makes  a  window 
in  his  house,  which  overlooks  the  privacy  of  his  neighbor,  does 
an  act  which,  strictly,  he  has  not  a  right  to  do,  although  it  is  said 
no  action  lies  for  it.  He  is  therefore  encroaching,  although  not 
strictly  and  legally  trespassing  upon  the  rights  of  another.  He 
enjoys  an  easement,  therefore,  in  his  neighbor's  property,  which 
may  ripen  into  a  right.  But  before  sufficient  time  has  elapsed 
to  raise  a  presumption  of  a  grant  he  has  no  right,  and  can  main- 
tain no  action  for  being  deprived  of  that  easement,  let  the  motive 
of  the  deprivation  be  what  it  may ;  and  the  reason  is,  that  in  the  • 
eye  of  the  law  he  is  not  injured ;  he  is  deprived  of  no  right,  but 
only  prevented  from  acquiring  a  right,  without  consideration,  in 
his  neighbor's  property.  The  defendant  has  not  so  used  his  prop- 
erty as  to  injure  another.  No  one,  legally  speaking,  is  injured 
or  damaged,  unless  some  right  is  infringed.  The  refusal  or  dis- 
continuance of  a  favor  gives  no  cause  of  action." 

While  the  statement  of  the  learned  judge  as  to  the  acquisition 
of  an  easement  of  light  or  prospect  in  another's  premises,  by  long 
user,  is  obnoxious  to  criticism,  yet  the  general  doctrine  that  no  one 
can  be  said  to  be  legally  injured  unless  some  legal  right  is  invaded 
is  a  doctrine  too  well  sustained  by  authority  and  in  principle  to 
be  questioned.  This  being  the  case,  it  will  be  readily  seen  that 
no  trade  or  use  of  property  can  be  said  to  be  a  nuisance  j9(3/*  se,  \ 
and  that  no  trade  or  use  of  property  can  ever  be  a  nuisance  in 
fact,  unless  it  invades  the  legal  rights  of  another,  and  that,  to 
sustain  an  action  at  law  therefor,  the  right,  its  invasion  and  con- 
sequent damage,  must  always  be  alleged  and  proved. 

1  Chatfield   v.  Wilson,  26   Vt.   327 ;     ard  u.   Collins,  23   Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.) 
Harwood  v.  Benton,  32  id.  342  ;  Mahan     444  ;  Smith  ■».  Lockwood   18  id.  208. 
c.  Brown,  13  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  124;  PilIi- 
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Seo.  501.  But,  as  has  been  before  stated,  there  are  certain 
trades  and  uses  of  property  that  are  jprima  facie  nuisances, 
because  they  have  been  demonstrated  to  be  productive  of  ill 
results  generally.  But  a  court  of  law  never  recognizes  this  dis- 
tinction, but  imposes  upon  every  person  seeking  a  recovery  for 
damages  resulting  from  a  noxious  trade,  the  burden  of  proving 
clearly,  that  the  trade  is  a  nuisance  in  fact,  and  that  he  has  been 
injured  thereby.  This  burden  is  always  cast  upon  the  plaintiff, 
and  the  fact  that  a  similar  use  of  property  has  a  thousand  times 
been  held  a  nuisance  in  other  cases,  makes  nothing  for  him.  He 
must  establish  the  fact  of  actual  nuisance  as  much  as  though  the 
trade  was  new,  and  its  effects  generally  unknown.'  But  in  a 
court  of  equity  when  a  party  is  seeking  to  restrain  the  exercise 
of  a  trade  upon  the  ground  of  nuisance,  the  court  recognizes  the 
distinction  between  a  trade  or  use  of  property  that  has  been  held 
a  nuisance,  and  whose  res  alts  are  generally  ill,  and  one  which  has 
not  been  so  held,  or  about  whose  effects  little  is  generally  known." 
Under  such  circumstances,  a  court  of  equity  will  grant  and  uphold 
an  interlocutory  injunction  to  restrain  the  use  of  property  com- 
plained of,  even  after  the  filing  of  an  answer  in  which  the  fact  of 
nuisance  is  denied,  until  the  question  can  be  fully  tried,  when, 
generally,  in  the  case  of  all  other  alleged  nuisances,  the  injunction 
will  be  dissolved  upon  coming  in  of  the  answer  denying  the 
nuisance.^ 

Sec.  502,  Nuisances  that  are  prejudicial  to  public  morals,  as 
well  as  those  which  endanger  the  lives  of  mankind,  such  as  the 
erection  of  powder  magazines  or  nitro-glycerine  works,*  or  such 
as  are  injurious  to  public  rights,  as  the  obstruction  of  highways 
or  navigable  streams,*  or  the  overhanging  of  another's  land,*  are 
all  regarded  as  nuisances  jper  se,  because  no  proof  is  required 
beyond  the  actual  fact  of  their  existence,  to  establish  the  nui- 
sance. No  ill  effects  need  be  proved.  In  the  case  of  overhang- 
ing, it  was  held  as  early  as  BaterCs  Case,  9  Co.  54,  that  "  if  a  man 

'  Dawson  «.  Moore,  7  C.  &  P.  33.  ^  Dubois   v.   Budlong,   15   Abb.   Pr, 

*  Attorney-General  ■».  Steward,  5  C.  E.  (N.  Y.)  154. 
Green  (N.  J.),  415  ;  Swinton  v.  Pedie,  15        ■*  Weir  v.  Kirk,  73  Penn.  St.  84. 
Shaw  &  D.  (Sc.)  775  ;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3        ^  Hale's  De  .Jure  Mairs,  13. 
Sandf.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  136.  ^  Pendruddock's  Case,  5  Coke,  101. 
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erects  a  house  whereof  a  part  overhangs  ray  house  or  land,  it  is 
a  nuisance  to  my  house,  for  the  water  must  necessarily  fall  upon 
my  house  or  land,  Cujus  est  solum,  ejus  est  usque  ad  celum,  and 
it  takes  away  my  air  and  prevents  me  to  exalt  ray  house."  In 
such  a  case,  an  invasion  of  the  air  itself,  is  a  violation  of  my  right, 
and  the  law  presumes  the  necessary  damage  to  uphold  it.^  But 
in  all  other  cases,  not  only  must  the  use  of  the  property  be  shown, 
but  also  the  effect  of  the  use,  and  the  effect  must  be  such  as  to 
clearly  establish  the  violation  of  the  right.  Therefore,  while 
there  are  a  large  class  of  prima  facie  nuisances,  the  class  of  nui- 
sances j?^^  se  is  very  limited. 

Sec.  503.  Formerly  many  trades  were  regarded  as  nuisances 
per  se,  and  their  presence  in  a  town  or  thickly-settled  district  was 
regarded  as  unlawful,  the  law  presuming  that  by  reason  of  their 
noxious  character,  they  would  be  productive  of  injurious  results. 

Thus  Hawkins  in  volume  1,  page  363  of  his  Pleas  of  the  Crown, 
says,  "  It  has  been  holden  that  it  is  no  common  nuisance  to  make 
candles  in  a  town,  because  the  needfulness  of  them  shall  dispense 
with  the  noisomeness  of  the  sraell.  But  the  reasonableness  of 
this  opinion  seem  justly  to  be  questionable,  because  whatever 
necessity  there  may  be  that  candles  shall  be  made  it  cannot  be 
pretended  to  be  necessary  to  make  them  in  a  town.  And  surely 
the  trade  of  a  brewer  is  as  necessary  as  that  of  a  chandler,  and 
yet  it  seems  to  be  agreed  that  a  brew  house  erected  in  such  an 
inconvenient  place,  wherein  the  business  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  greatly  incommoding  the  neighborhood,  is  a  common 
nuisance,  and  so,  in  the  like  case,  is  a  glass  house  or  swine  yard." 

But,  while  for  a  long  time  the  courts  clung  to  the  idea  that  all 
those  trades  and  uses  of  property  which,  by  experience,  had  been 
demonstrated  to  be  of  a  noxious  and  hurtful  character,  were  nui- 
sances per  se,  such  as  a  beer  house,"  a  privy,'  a  glass  house,*  a  tan- 
nery,^ a  tobacco  mill,'  a  swine  stye,^  a  lime  kiln,*  a  candle  factory," 

1  Fay  V.  Prentice,  1  C.  B.  828.  '  Rex  «.  Pappineau,  2  Strange,  686. 

^  Jones  V.  Powell,  Palm.  537 ;  Hutt.         «  Jones  i).  Powell,  Hutt.  130. 
.36.  ■•  Aldred's  Case,  9  Co.  59. 

*  Stynan    v.    Hutchinson,    2  Selw.        *  Id. 
1047.  »Toyliale's    Case,    Cro.    Car.     510; 

■*  1   Hawkins'  P.  C.  363 ;  Queen  v.    Eankett's  Case,  Pasch.  3. 
Wilcox,  1  Salk.  458. 
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a  smith's  forge,'  a  smelting  house  for  lead,"  a  smelting  house  for 
copper/  and  numerous  other  uses  of  property  which  we  will  not 
stop  to  enumerate,  yet,  as  the  world  progressed  in  civilization, 
the  wonderfu.  ii.iprovements  wrought  by  science  in  all  depart- 
ments of  life,  has  shown  that  this  position  cannot  now  be  upheld 
in  reference  to  any  trade.  This  change  in  the  condition  of  things 
as  well  as  the  change  in  the  law  in  this  respect  is  well  expressed 
by  the  learned  Lord  Chancellor,  in  Ar?wt  v.  Brown,  1  Macq.  229, 
which  was  a  case  that  came  before  the  Scotch  courts,  in  which  an 
interdict  was  sought,  to  stop  the  manufacture  of  candles  in  a  town. 
"A  candle  manufactory,"  says  the  judge,  "is  not  necessarily  a 
nuisance.  Science  has  gone  far  to  prevent  many  things  from 
being  a  nuisance,  that  were  formerly  of  that  description.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  very  easy  to  determine  before  hand,  whether  or 
not  any  given  thing  shall  prove  a  nuisance." 

When  it  is  remembered  that  this  announcement  of  a  chancre  in 
the  course  to  be  pursued  by  courts  in  dealing  with  this  class  of 
wrongs,  proceeded  from  a  court  which,  but  a  short  time  before, 
in  the  case  of  Swinton  v.  Pedie,  15  Shaw  &  Dunlap,  575,  had 
held  that  a  slaughter-house  in  a  town  was  a  nuisance  per  se,  and 
had  refused  to  allow  the  experiment  to  be  tried  to  determine 
whether  the  manner  in  which  the  defendant  proposed  to  carry  on 
the  business,  was  in  fact  a  nuisance,  it  is  suggestive  of  the  fact, 
that  the  almost  unlimited  range  of  human  ingenuity  is  equal  to 
the  task  of  sweeping  out  of  existence  the  entire  class  of  nuisances 
per  se,  and  rendering  any  trade  innocuous,  in  almost  any  locality, 
and  that  courts,  keeping  pace  with  the  march  of  human  progress, 
take  judicial  notice  of  the  wonderful  improvements  wrought  by 
science  ;  and  now  only  regard  those  trades  formerly  regarded  as 
noxious  j^er  se,  &&  prima  facie  nuisances.* 

SLAUGHTEE- HOUSES. 

Sec.  504.  Slaughter-houses  are  regarded  as  prima  facie  nui- 
sances, and  their  existence,  so  near  to  dwellings  as  to  impair  their 

'  Bradley  v.  Gili,  Lutw.  69.  C.)  126 ;  Howard  v.  Lee,  id.  281 ;  Crop- 

5  Poynton  v.  Gill,  2  Rolle's  Abr.  140.  sey  v.  Murphy,  1  Hilt.  (N.  Y.  C.  P.)  126; 

^  David  V.  Grenfell,  6  C.  &  P.  607.  Dubois  v.  Budlong,  15  Abb.  Pr.  (N.  Y.^ 

*  Brady  i) .Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  Y,  S.  C.)  452. 
156 ;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3  Sandf .  (N.  Y.  S. 
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comfortable  enjoyment,  is  an  actionable  injury/  and  their  presence 
in  a  public  place,  or  near  a  highway,  whereby  the  public  is  annoyed, 
although  only  for  a  temporary  period,  is  a  public  nuisance.' 
The  smells  arising  therefrom  need  not  be  hurtful  to  life  or  preju- 
dicial to  health,'  but  they  must  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  cause 
actual  physical  annoyance  to  persons  of  ordinary  sensibilities,  and 
that  to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce  actual  physical  discomfort.* 
If  the  nuisance  is  of  a  hurtful  character,  if  it  is  injurious  to 
health  or  life,  much  less  evidence  is  required  to  make  it  a  public 
nuisance,  than  where  its  effects  are  merely  annoying,  and,  in 
private  actions,  the  damages  recoverable  in  such  cases  are  much 
larger ;  and  this  is  true,  not  only  as  to  slaughter-houses,  but  of  all 
classes  of  nuisances.* 

Sec.  505.  Slaughter-houses  being  generally  of  a  noxious  char- 
acter, should  not  be  established  in  public  places,  but  rather  in  the 
outskirts  of  towns,  away  from  habitations  and  public  roads,  and 
their  establishment  elsewhere  is  always  perilous  to  the  owner, 
for,  if  they  cannot  be  so  conducted  as  not  to  become  of  a  noisome 
character,  either  to  individuals  or  the  public,  they  will  be  stopped 
by  a  court  of  equity,  or  by  action  or  indictment  in  a  court  of 
law."  Even  when  they  are  originally  built  in  a  place  remote  from 
the  habitations  of  men,  or  from  public  places,  if  they  become 
actual  nuisances  by  reason  of  roads  being  afterward  laid  out  in 
their  vicinity,'  or  by  dwellings  subsequently  erected  within  the 
sphere  of  their  effects,  the  fact  of  their  existence  prior  to  the  lay- 
ing out  of  the  roads,  or  the  erection  of  the  dwellings,  is  no 
defense.' 

Sec.  506.  In  Brady  v.  Weeks^  the  question  as  to  the  rights  of 
parties  coming  to  a  nuisance  was  raised,  and  ably  discussed  and 

'  Swinton    v.    Pedie,    1    Macq .  74  ;  v.  Leacli,  6  id.  143  ;  Viner's  Abr.,  Nui 

Catlin ■B.Valentine, 9  Paige's  Ch.  (N.Y.)  sance,  46  ;  Hawkins'  P.  C.  198. 

574.  "  Brady  v.  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  T.  S. 

2  Rex  «.  Cross,  2  C.  &  P.  483  ;  Res  v.  C.)  156  ;  Rex  v.  Niel.  2  C.  &  P.  485. 
Watts,  id.  486.  '  Rex  y.  Cross,  3  C.  &  P.  483,  486. 

3  Brady  «. Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.Y.  S.C.)  8  Brady  v.  Weeks,  ante  ;   St.  Helen 
156.  Smelting  Co  v.  Tipping,  L.  R.  Eq.  Oa. 

■*  Attorney-General  v.  Steward,  5  C.  66  ;  Bankhardt  v.  Houghton,  27  Beav , 

E.  Green  fN.  J.)  415  ;  Walter  ®.  Selfe,  425. 
4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq,  20.  » Brady  «.  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.Y.  S.  C.) 

5  Rex  t).  Dixon,  10  Mod.  339 ;  Regina  156. 
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disposed  of  by  the  court.  In  that  case,  the  plaintiff,  with  others, 
brought  a  bill  in  equity  to  restrain  the  defendant  from  carrying 
on  the  business  of  slaughtering  cattle  in  a  building  on  the  north 
side  of  Twelfth  street,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  avenues,  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  The  defendant  had  occupied  this  building 
for  that  purpose  for  about  fourteen  years,  and  when  the  building 
was  erected  there  were  but  few  buildings  in  the  vicinity.  The 
dwellings  of  the  plaintiffs  had  been  erected  within  three  or  four 
years  from  the' time  when  the  bill  was  brought,  and  the  defend- 
ant insisted  that  the  plaintiffs,  having  come  to  the  nuisance,  were 
estopped  from  complaining  of  its  effects.  Paige,  J.,  in  disposing 
of  this  branch  of  the  case,  said  :  "  When  the  slaughter-house  was 
erected,  it  was  remote  from  the  thickly-settled  part  of  the  city ; 
but  it  seems  that  the  city  lias  now  grown  up  to  it,  and  that  the 
necessities  of  the  population  require  the  occupation  of  the  lots 
in  its  immediate  vicinity  for  dwellings.  When  it  was  erected  it 
incommoded  no  one,  but  now  it  interferes  with  the  enjoyment  of 
life  and  property,  and  tends  to  deprive  the  plaintiffs  of  the  use  and 
benefit  of  their  dwellings.  There  can  be  no  real  necessity  for  con- 
ducting such  an  offensive  business  as  slaughtering  cattle  in  this 
part  of  the  city,  which  is  now  occupied  by  valuable  and  costly 
dwellings.  As  the  city  extends,  such  nuisances  should  be  removed 
to  the  vacant  ground  beyond  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the 
residences  of  the  citizens.  This,  public  policy,  as  well  as  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  population  of  the  city,  demands,  and  it  seems 
that,  whenever  any  offensive  trade  becomes  an  injurious  nuisance 
to  any  person,  such  person  has  a  remedy  by  an  action  on  the  case 
for  damages,  or  by  writ  of  nuisance,  to  have  the  nuisance  abated, 
upon  the  principle  that  every  continuance  thereof  is  a  new  or 
fresh  nuisance."  * 

Sec.  507.  In  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  1  L.  E..  Eq. 
Cas.  %Q,  this  question  was  directly  raised  in  the  English  courts 
under  circumstances  extremely  favorable  to  the  defendants,  if  any 
such  defense  could  be  of  avail ;  but  the  court  held,  that  the  fact 

'  Westbourn  v.  Mordaunt,  Cro.  Eliz.  Com.  220 ;  Blunt  t).  Aiken,  15  "Wend. 

191 ;  Pendruddock's  Case,  5  Coke,  101;  (N.  Y.)  526 ;  Benwick  v.  Crunden,  Cro. 

Staple  V.  Spring,  10  Mass.  74 ;  Alex-  Eliz.  403. 
ander  v.  Kerr,  2  Rawle,  83 ;  2  Black. 
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that  the  plaintiff  had  come  to  the  nuisance,  did  not,  in  any  meas- 
ure, abridge  his  rights,  or  deprive  him  of  all  proper  redress  for  the 
injuries  occasioned  to  him  by  the  nuisance. 

In  that  case,  it  appeared  that  in  August,  1859,  a  part  of  the 
estate  of  Sir  Henry  de  Houghton,  near  St.  Helen's,  was  put  up 
for  sale  in  lots.  A  Mr.  Critchley  bought  one  of  the  lots,  being 
the  lot  on  which  the  defendants  afterward  erected  their  works. 
He  bought  it  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  copper  works,  and  went 
into  immediate  possession,  and  had  the  works  nearly  completed 
before  the  14th  of  March,  1860.  In  July,  1860,  other  parts  of 
Sir  Henry  de  Houghton's  estate  were  put  up  for  sale,  including 
Bokld  Hall  and  the  park  belonging  to  it,  and  were  purchased  by 
the  plaintiff.  The  plaintiff  admitted  that,  when  he  purchased 
the  property,  he  knew  of  the  existence  of  the  defendant's  copper 
works.  It  was  also  admitted  that  there  were  numerous  chemical 
works  in  the  neighborhood  emitting  deleterious  vapors,  but  it  did 
not  appear  that  these  had  ever  produced  any  appreciable  injury 
to  the  plaintiff's  estate. 

In  1861,  a  company  was  projected  for  carrying  on  the  copper 
works.  The  vapors  from  the  works  had  already  produced  a  sen- 
sible injury  to  the  plaintiff's  trees,  and  apprehending  that  .the 
company  would  increase  the  capacity  of  the  works,  he  communi- 
cated with  them  in  reference  to  the  injuries  being  inflicted  upon 
his  property  by  the  works.  ISTo  understanding  was  arrived  at, 
and,  in  1862,  the  company  was  formed,  and,  as  the  works  were 
continued,  the  plaintiff  brought  his  action  at  law,  and  recovered 
a  verdict  of  £360.  The  defendants  continuing  their  works  after 
the  verdict  at  law,  the  plaintiff  brought  a  bill  in  equity  to  restrain 
them.  The  defendants  insisted  that  the  plaintiff  having  knowl- 
edge of  the  existence  of  their  works  before  he  bought  his  prop- 
erty, and  having  come  to  the  nuisance,  was  estopped  in  equity 
from  abating  the  same. 

But  Yice-Chancellor  Page  "Wood  held  that  the  fact  that  the 
plaintiff  had  come  to  the  nuisance,  did  not  disentitle  him  to 
equitable  relief.  He  said  that  the  fact  that  the  parties  had 
purchased  from  the  same  vendor,  and  that  the  defendant  had 
purchased  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  copper  works,  and 
had  actually  erected  them  before  the  plaintiff  purchased  his  lot, 
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did  not  present  the  same  question  that  would  be  presented,  if  the 
vendor  had  erected  the  copper  works,  and  then  sold  them  to  the 
defendant,  and  that  the  fact  that  the  vendor  knew  when  he  sold 
the  premises  that  the  defendant  intended  to  erect  copper  works, 
did  not  debar  him,  nor  those  claiming  under  him,  from  complain- 
ing of  any  nuisance  that  might  arise  therefrom  to  other  parts  of 
his  property.  It  appearing  that  the  existence  of  the  nuisance 
was  spoken  of  during  the  negotiations  and  resulted  in  an  abate- 
ment of  the  price,  the  vice-chancellor  held  that  the  existence  of 
a  nuisance,  though  liable  to  be  suppressed  by  legal  proceedings, 
was  a  fair  ground  for  an  abatement  of  price,  yet  it  could  not  be 
inferred  from  this  fact,  that  in  consequence  of  sach  abatement  in 
price,  the  plaintifi'  had  agreed  to  relinquish  his  right  to  complain 
of  the  nuisance.  The  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  vice-chancellor 
was  sustained  upon  appeal.* 

Sec.  508.  The  fact  that  the  person  complaining  of  the  nuisance 
is  a  tenant  from  year  to  year,  and  that  he  has  continued  to  lease 
the  premises  after  the  erection  of  the  nuisance,  at  the  same  yearly 
rent,  does  not  operate  as  a  defense,  or  to  prevent  bhe  plaintiff  from 
recovering  such  damages  as  he  has  sustained  by  reason  of  the 
nuisance." 

In  Smith  V.  Phillips,  8  Phila.  Rep.  10,  the  plaintiff  was  a 
tenant  from  year  to  year  of  a  truck  and  fruit  farm  of  forty-nine 
acres,  for  which  he  paid  $800  annual  rent.  The  plaintiff  had 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  farm,  at  the  same  annual  rent,  for 
thirty-three  years.  The  defendant  erected  chemical  works  near  the 
premises,  and  the  smoke  and  vapors  proceeding  therefrom  injuri- 
ously affected  his  crops,  including  fruits,  vegetables  and  grains, 
and  the  action  was  brought  to  recover  the  damages.  The  defend- 
ant insisted  that  there  could  be  no  recovery  by  the  plaintiff 
because  by  renewing  the  lease  after  the  erection  of  the  nuisance, 

'  Bankhardt  v.  Houghton,  27  Beav.  wliere  a  contrary  doctrine  is  held  and 

425;  Smith  v.  Phillips,  8  Phila.  (Penn.)  the  defendant  was  permitted  to  show 

10  ;  Howell  v.  McCoy,  3  Rawle  (Penn.)  that  the  plaintiff  came  to  the  nuisance 

256  ;  Alexander  v.  Kerr,  id.  83  ;  Vedder  in  defense.     But  while  this  decision  is 

«.  Vedder,  1   Denio  (N.  T.),  252;  Kob-  a  decision  of  a  respectable  court,  yet 

arts  V.  Clark,    17   L.  T.  (N.  S.)  384 ;  it  is  entitled  to  no  weight  as  against, 

Crosby  v.  Bessey,  49  Me.  539 ;  Bliss  v.  the  uniform  current  of  authorities  both 

Hall,  5  Scott,  500  ;  Elliots  v.  Feetham,  in  this  country  and  England,  holding 

2  id.   197  ;  Ralf  v.  Ralf,  5  Coke,  101.  a  contrary  doctrine. 
But  see  State  v.  Ellis,  7  Black.  (Md.)        »  Smith  v.  Phillips,  ante. 
TO 
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he  bad  voluntarily  placed  himself  in  a  position  to  receive  the 
injuries  flowing  therefrom,  and  that  the  fact  that  he  paid  the  same 
rent  with  the  nuisance  there  as  before  it  existed,  was  a  virtual 
admission  on  his  part  that  no  serious  injury  resulted  from  the 
works.  But  the  court  held  that  no  such  presumption  was  to  be 
raised  from  the  facts,  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover 
the  full  amount  of  damage  sustained  by  him  the  same  as  though 
he  was  the  owner  of  the  fee,  or  tenant  for  a  term  of  years. 

The  doctrine  of  this  case  is  important,  and  it  certainly  is  pre- 
dicated upou  sound  public  policy  and  good  common  sense.  The 
idea  that  a  wrong-doer  can  set  up,  by  way  of  defense,  in  an  action 
for  damages  for  injuries  resulting  from  his  wrongful  act,  the  fact 
that  the  plaintiff  has  not  seen  fit  to  be  driven  away  from  the 
premises,  or  to  demand  a  reduction  in  the  rent,  is,  to  say  the  least, 
somewhat  audacious,  if  not  preposterous.  The  principle  involved 
in  the  case  is  similar  to  that  in  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting 
Co.,  1  L.  E.  (Eq.  Cas.)  66. 

Sec.  509.  Howell  v.  McCoy,  3  Rawle  (Penn.),  256,  is  a  very 
strong  case  in  support  of  the  doctrine  that  coming  to  a  nuisance 
is,  under  no  circumstances,  a  defense,  either  at  law  or  in  equity. 
In  that  case,  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  were  both  lessees  ot 
several  parcels  of  the  same  estate,  under  the  same  landlord.  The 
defendant's  lease  was  several  years  older  than  the  plaintiff's,  and 
he  had  been  in  possession  of  the  premises  leased  by  him,  and 
carried  on  the  business  of  a  tanner  upon  the  same  stream,  during 
the  entire  term  since  the  date  of  his  lease,  and  had  during  that 
period  discharged,  and  was  when  the  plaintiff  rented  the  premises 
below  him  on  the  stream,  discharging  the  tan-bark  from  his  works 
into  the  stream. 

The  plaintiff  erected  a  brewery  upon  the  premises  below  the 
defendant's  works,  leased  by  him,  and  the  defendant  continuing  to 
discharge  the  tan-bark  into  the  stream,  he  brought  his  action 
against  the  defendant  to  recover  for  the  injury.  The  defendant 
claimed  that  he  had  a  right  to  discharge  the  bark  into  the  stream, 
and  that,  as  the  plaintiff  knew  that  he  was  doing  this  when  he 
leased  the  premises,  and  as  they  both  derived  their  title  from  the 
sauje  landlord,  the  plaintiff  could  not  set  up  a  claim  for  damages 
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resulting  from  the  nuisance.  But  the  court  held  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  entitled  to  recover,  and  that  nothing  short  of  an  express 
grant,  or  a  prescriptive  right  by  twenty  years'  user  to  maintain 
the  nuisance,  would  defeat  a  recovery.*  In  all  actions  of  this 
character,  the  equities  are  against  the  wrong-doer  and  with  the 
person  injured,"  and,  if  the  wrong-doer  escapes  the  penalty  of 
his  wrongful  acts,  it  must  be  by  virtue  of  some  superior  legal  or 
equitable  right,  clearly  established.* 

Sec.  510.  In  many  of  the  States,  and  in  most  of  the  large 
cities  and  towns,  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  slaughter- 
houses is  regulated  by  statute  or  municipal  ordinances,  but  so  far 
as  injuries  to  private  rights  are  concerned,  parties  are  usually  left 
to  their  common-law  remedies.  For  instances  in,  and  circumstan- 
ces under,  which  slaughter-houses  have  been  held  nuisance,  see 
the  cases  cited  below.* 

Sec.  511.  The  business  of  slaughtering  cattle  has  been  held  to 
be  a  nuisance  where  no  noxious  smells  were  liberated  therefrom, 
when  carried  on  near  a  highway,  so  that  the  smell  of  the  blood 
frightened  horses  passing  it,  or  when  the  skins  taken  from  the 
animals  are  hung  upon  fences  or  elsewhere  within  easy  sight  of 
the  highway  so  as  to  produce  the  same  result.*  Also  when  the 
business  was  carried  on  upon  the  banks  of  a  stream,  and  the  blood 
from  the  animals  was  discharged  into  the  stream  so  as  to  pollute 
the  waters  thereof.'     Nor  will  the  fact  that  the  waters  of  the 

'  Crunden's   Case,    Cro.  Eliz.    403;  F.  C.  (Sc.)  677  ;  Pentland-o.  Henderson, 

Pendruddock'sCase,5Coke,  101;  Alex-  37  Jur.  241;   Com.   ■».  Upton,  6  Gray 

ander  v.  Kerr,  3  Rawle  (Penn.),  83;  (Mass.),  476  ;  Fay».  Whitman,  100  Mass. 

Blunt  V.  Aiken,  15  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  529;  597 ;  Schuster  v.  Met.  Board  of  Health, 

Vedder  v.  Vedder,  1  Denio  (N.T  ),  253.  49  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  450  ;  State  v.  Wil- 

■^  Helley  v.  Helley,  5  Barr.  (Penn.)  son,  43  N.  H.  415  ;  State  v.  Shelbyville, 

97.  4  Sneed  (Tenn.),  176 ;  Smith  v.  McCon- 

2  Fay  V.  Whitimore,  100  Mass.  547.  athv,  9  Miss.  517  ;  Bishop  v.  Banks,  33 

•*  Alien  ■«.  State,  34  Texas,  230  ;  Cat-  Conn.  131;  Liverpool  New  Cattle  Mar- 
tin C.Valentine,  9  Paige's  Ch.  574;  Bradv  ket  Co.  V.  Hudson,  L.  R.,  3  Q,  B.  131; 
■0  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)126';  Anthony  v.  Breton  Market  Co.,  L.  R., 
Dubois  V.  Budlon?,  15  Abb.  Pr.  (N.Y.)  2  Exch,"l67  ;  Rex  v.  Cross,  2  C.  &  P. 
452 ;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3  Sandf .  126;  Swin-  483  ;  Rex  v.  Watts,  id.  486  ;  Scott  v. 
ton  V.  Pedie,  M.  L.  &  Rob.  1018  ;  Crop-  Cox,  15  F.  C.  (Sc.)  535  ;  State  v.  Kosler, 
sey  V.  Murphy,  1  Hilt.  (N.Y.  C.  P.)  126;  35  Iowa,  221. 

Taylor  v.  The  People,  6  Park.  Cr.  (N.  '=  Scott  v.  Cox,  15  F.  C.  (Sc.)  535. 

Y.)  347  ;  Munson  v.  The  People,  5  id.  *  Attorney-General  v.  Steward,  5  C. 

16;  Attorney-General  v.  Steward,  5  C.  E.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  415  ;  State  v.  McCon- 

Green  (N.  J.),  415  ;  Kelt  v.  Lindsay,  17  athy,  9  Miss.  517. 
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stream  are  already  partially  polluted,  justify,  or  in  any  measure 
serve  as  a  defense  to  an  action  for  an  increase  of  tlie  nuisance,  by 
the  discharge  of  the  blood  and  offal  from  a  slaughter-house  into 
the  stream,  or  by  any  other  method.  The  discharge  of  the 
blood  of  one  hundred  hogs  into  a  stream,  necessarily  creates  a 
nuisance.* 

PRIVIES. 

Sec.  512.  Privies  are  regarded  as  prima  facie  nuisances,  and 
although  necessary  and  indispensable  in  connection  with  the  use 
of  property  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  habitation,  yet,  if  they 
are  built  or  allowed  to  remain  in  such  a  condition  as  to  annoy 
others  in  the  proper  enjoyment  of  their  property,  by  reason  either 
of  the  noisome  smells  that  arise  therefrom,"  or  by  the  escape  of 
filthy  matter  therefrom  upon  the  premises  of  another,'  or  so  as 
to  corrupt  the  water  of  a  well  or  spring,*  they  are  nuisances,  in 
fact,  and  render  the  person  erecting  or  using  them  liable  for  all 
the  injurious  consequences  flowing  therefrom.*  In  Jones  v. 
Powell,  Hutt.  135,  "a  brew  house  and  privy  in  the  said 
house,  and  burning  sea  coal  in  the  said  brew  house,  so  that  by 
the  smoke,  stench  and  unwholesome  vapors  coming  from  the  said 
coal  and  privy,  the  plaintiff  and  his  family  cannot  dwell  in  his 
house  without  danger  of  their  health,  was  adjudged  a  nuisance, 
by  all  the  judges,  on  consideration,  for  the  plaintiff." 

Sec.  513.  In  Rex  v.  Pedley,  1  Ad.  &  El.  822,  the  defendant 
was  the  owner  of  twelve  dwelling-houses  in  Bedford,  situated 
upon  a  public  street,  which  were  rented  by  him  to  tenants,  for 
which  he  was  paid  specific  sums  by  each  occupant  connected  with 
these  houses,  and  for  the  use  of  the  tenants,  were  two  privies 
with  an  open  sink  for  the  reception  of  ordure,  which  became 
nuisances  by  reason  of  the  intolerable  stenches  that  arose  there- 
from, and  the  court  held  that  the  landlord  having  erected  the 

»  Holsman  v.  Boiling  Spring  Co.,  1  *  Norton  v.  Schofield,  9  M.  &  W.  665; 

McCarter  (N.  J.),  335  ;    Attorney-Gen-  Wormersley  v.  Church,  17  L.  R.  (N.  S.) 

eral  v.  Steward,  5  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  190. 

415.  <*  Marshall  v.  Cohen,  44  Ga.  489;  Cook 

*  Jones  V.  Powell,  Hutt.  135.  v.  Montagu,  26  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  471  ;  Dra- 

'  Tenant  v.  Goldwin,  2  Ld.  Raym.  per  v.  Speering,  8  id.  365. 

1089. 
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privies  and  dug  the  trenches,  was  liable  to  indictment  for  the 
nuisance  arising  therefrom,  on  the  ground  that  he  who  erects  a 
building  which  is  liable  to  become  a  nuisance,  except  great  care  is 
exercised,  is  liable  for  the  consequences  if  the  building  becomes 
a  nuisance,  and  that  this  would  be  so  even  if  the  tenants  had 
covenanted  to  repair/ 

Sec.  514.  In  Tenant  v.  Goldwin,  6  Mod.  311,  the  defendant 
had  built  a  privy  over  a  vault  adjoining  the  lands  of  the  plaintilf. 
The  plaintiff  dug  a  cellar  on  his  premises  near  the  vault,  and 
erected  a  house  thereon.  The  filth  from  the  plaintiff 's  vault  by 
reason  of  defects  in  the  vault,  escaped  into  the  plaintiff's  cellar. 
The  plaintiff  brought  an  action  for  the  injuries  sustained  by  him, 
alleging  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendant  to  maintain  the 
wall  of  his  vault  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  filth  therefrom. 
Lord  Holt,  in  the  early  part  of  the  trial,  intimated  an  opinion 
against  the  plaintiff's  right  of  recovery,  but  at  the  close  of  the 
trial  he  rendered  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  saying :  "  If  the 
defendant  has  a  house  of  oflSce  (a  privy)  inclosed  with  a  wall 
which  is  his,  he  is  of  common  right  bound  to  use  it  so  as  not  to 
annoy  another.  The  reason  here  is,  that  one  must  so  use  his  own 
as  not  to  hurt  another,  and  as  of  common  right  one  is  bound  to 
keep  his  cattle  from  trespassing  on  his  neighbor,  so  he  is  bound 
to  use  any  thing  that  is  his,  so  as  not  to  hurt  another  by  such 
user." 

In  the  report  of  this  case  in  2  Ld.  Raymond,  1089,  the  reporter 
says  that  Lord  Holt  said,  "  It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  a  house,  and  the  defendant  had  a  wall,  and  he  ought  to 
repair  the  wall ;  but  if  the  defendant  has  a  house  of  oflice  (privy), 
and  the  wall  which  separates  the  house  of  ofiice  from  the  plain- 
tiff's house  is  all  the  defendant's,  he  is  of  common  right  bound 
to  repair  it.  *  *  *  The  reason  of  this  case  is  upon  this  account, 
that  every  one  must  so  use  his  own  as  not  to  do  damage  to 
another ;  and  as  every  man  is  bound  to  look  to  his  cattle  so  as  to 
keep  them  out  of  his  neighbor's  grounds,  that  so  he  may  receive 
no  damage,  so  he  must  keep  in  the  filth  of  his  house  of  office,  that 

>  Marshall  v.  Cohen,  ante  ;  Smith  v.     v.  Reed, 2  Park.  Crim.  Rep.  (N.  T.)  160, 
Humburt,  2  Kerr  (N.  B.)  602 ;  Cook  v.     Treadwell  v.  Davis,  39  Ga.  84. 
Montagu,  26  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  471  ;  People 
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it  may  not  flow  in  upon  and  damnify  his  neighbor.  *  *  *  So 
if  a  man  has  two  pieces  of  pasture  which  lie  open  to  one  another, 
and  sells  one  piece,  tlie  vendee  must  keep  in  his  cattle  so  as  they 
shall  not  trespass  upon  the  lands  of  his  vendor.  So  a  man  shall 
not  lay  his  dung  so  high  as  to  damage  his  neighbor,  and  the  rea- 
son of  these  cases  is,  because  every  man  must  so  use  his  own  as 
not  to  do  damage  to  another." 

The  principle  announced  by  Lord  Holt  in  this  case  has  never 
been  seriously  questioned,  and  it  will  thus  be  seen  that  where  one 
erects  any  thing  which,  except  for  the  exercise  of  great  care,  may 
become  a  nuisance,  from  any  one  of  several  causes,  the  person 
making  the  erection  is  bound,  at  his  peril,  to  see  to  it  that  it  does 
not  become  so,  and  is  answerable  for  all  the  consequences  if  it 
does.  It  would  seem,  also,  that  he  is  liable  even  though  the  nui- 
sance occurs  from  inevitable  accident.'  This  liability,  also  exists, 
although  the  nuisance  results  from  inevitable  accident,  and  from 
the  prosecution  of  a  lawful  trade.  For  in  the  case  of  a  nuisance 
the  question  of  care  is  of  no  account.  It  is  purely  a  question  of 
results,"  and  the  fact  that  an  injury  does  result,  is  all  that  it  is  nec- 
essary to  establish.  In  the  case  of  Fletcher  v.  Rylands^  Black- 
BUKN,  J.,  in  referring  to  this  question,  refers  to  a  case  tried  by 
him  against  some  occupiers  of  alkali  works  at  Liverpool,  and 
says :  "  The  defendants  proved  that  they,  at  great  expense, 
erected  contrivances  by  which  the  fumes  of  chlorine  were  con- 
densed and  sold  as  muriatic  acid,  and  they  called  a  great  body  of 
scientific  evidence  to  prove  that  this  apparatus  was  so  perfect  that 
no  fumes  could  possibly  escape  from  the  defendants'  chimneys. 
On  this  evidence  it  was  pressed  upon  the  jury  that  this  damage 
must  have  resulted  from  some  of  the  numerous  other  chimnevs 
in  the  neighborhood.  The  jury,  however,  being  satisfied  that  the 
injury  was  produced  by  chlorine,  drew  the  conclusion  that  it  had 
escaped  from  the  defendant's  works  somehow,  and  found  for  the 
plaintiff.  No  attempt  was  made  to  disturb  the  verdict,  on  the 
grounds  that  the  defendants  had  taken  every  precaution  which 
prudence  or  skill  could  suggest  to  keep  those  fumes  in,  and 
that  they  could  not  be  responsible  unless  negligence  were  shown. 

1  Fletcher  v.  Ryland,  1  L.  R.  Exch.  ^  Fletcher  v.  Ryland,  1  L.  R.  Exchq, 
289.  289  :  Cahill  t>.  Eastman,  18  Minn.  334  • 

10  Am.  Rep.  184. 
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Yet  if  the  law  be  as  laid  down  by  the  majority  of  the  court  of 
exchequer,  it  would  have  been  a  very  obvious  defense.  If  it  had 
been  raised^  the  miswer  would jpi'ohably  have  heen  that  the  uniform 
course  of  pleading  in  actions  on  such  nuisances^  is  to  say  that 
the  defendant  caused  the  noisome  vapors  to  arise  on  his  premises, 
and  suffered  them  to  come  on  the  plaintiff  ^s  without  stating  tliat 
there  was  any  want  of  care  or  skill  in  the  defendant,  and  that 
their  liability  was  founded  on  the  general  rule  of  law,  that  he 
whose  stuff  it  is,  must  keep  it  in,  that  it  may  not  trespass.^  There 
is  no  difference  in  this  respect  between  chlorine  and  water ;  both 
will,  if  they  escape,  do  damage,  the  one  by  scorching,  and  the 
other  by  drowning,  and  he  who  brings  them  there,  must,  at  his 
peril,  see  that  they  do  not  escape  and  do  that  mischief^ 


1  Tenant  «.  Goldwin.  1  Salk.  31,360; 
2  Ld.  Ravm.  1089  ;  6  Mod.  311. 

« Calaill  V.  Eastman,  18  Minn.  334  ; 
10  Am.  Rep.  184  ;  Sutton  o.  Clark,  6 
Taunt.  44,  opinion  of  (5ibbs,  C.  J. ; 
Hay  0.  Cohoes  Co.,  3  N.  Y.  159  ;  Tre- 
main  u.  Cohoes  Co.,  id.  161 ;  Smith  o. 
Fletcher,  Exchq.,  June,  1873;  Mc- 
Keon  10.  See,  51  N.  Y.  511  ;  Bagnall  ». 
London  &  N.  W.  Railway,  7  H.  &  N. 
433 ;  Williams  «.  Graucott,  4  B.  &  S. 
195.  In  Fletcher  y.  Rylands,  on  appeal 
in  the  house  of  lords,  3  L.  R.  (H.  L. 
Cas.)  330,  Cranworth,  J.,  said:  "In 
considering  whether  a  defendant  is 
liable  for  damages,  which  the  plain- 
tiff may  have  sustained,  the  question 
in  general  is  not  whether  the  defend- 
ant has  acted  with  due  care,  hut  wliether 
his  acts  have  occasioned  the  damage," 
and  he  refers  to  the  case  of  Lambert 
V.  Bessey,  Ld.  Raym.  433,  and  says  : 
"  This  doctrine  is  founded  in  good 
sense.  For  when  one,  in  managing 
his  own  affairs,  causes,  however  inno- 
cently, damage  to  another,  it  is  obvi- 
ously only  just  that  he  should  be  the 
party  to  suffer.  He  is  bound  sic  utere  tuo 
ut  alienum  non  laedas.  This  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  law  applicable  to  cases  like  the 
present,  and  I  do  not  discover  in  the  au- 
thorities ihat  were  cited  anything  con- 
flicting with  it."  In  Smith  v.  Fletcher, 
Braiawell,  B.,  in  discussing  the  ques- 
tion of  care  or  want  of  care,  in  an  ac- 
tion for  a  nuisance,  says :  "  It  is  said 
that  the  defendant  did  not  bring  the 
water  there,  as  in  Fletcher  v.  Rylands. 
Xor  did  they  in  one  sense  ;  but  in  an- 
other they  did.  They  so  dealt  with 
the  soil,  thar  if  a  tlx).!  ranie.tlie  water, 


instead  of  spreading  itself  over  the 
surface  and  getting  away  innocuously 
to  the  proper  water-courses,  collected 
and  stopped  in  the  hollow  which  they 
had  made,  with  no  outlet  but  the  fis- 
sures or  cracks.  Suppose  the  rain, 
without  a  flood  falling  in  this  hollow, 
had  made,  as  it  will,  pools  in  the 
lower  part,  and  the  water  so  collected 
had  gone  through  the  fissures  and 
cracks  into  the  mine,  instead  of  being 
left  on  the  surface,  to  evaporate  and 
percolate  naturally,  and  that  the  dam- 
age to  the  plaintiff  had  been  sensible, 
could  the  defendants  say  that  they  were 
not  liable  because  they  did  not  cause 
the  rain  to  fall  ?  Nor  can  they  say  they 
did  not  cause  this  flood  water  to  collect 
where  it  did,  with  no  outlet  but  to  the 
mines,  because  it  came  there  by  the 
attraction  of  gravitation  ?  It  is  said 
that  the  flood  was  extraordinary  and 
that  they  could  not  foresee  it.  I  re- 
peat, that  this  may  take  away  the 
moral  blame  from,  them,  bat  how  does 
it  affect  their  legal  responsibility  ?  If 
for  their  own  purposes,  they  had  di- 
verted this  flood  into  the  hollow  where 
it  came,  though  not  knowing  what  would 
happen,  yet  it  is  clear  they  would  be 
liable  :  why  are  they  not,  if  it  comes, 
because  it  must  come,  from  natural 
causes  ?  "  This  case  is  a  strong  au- 
thority upon  the  doctrine  announced 
in  the  text,  because  it  was  admitted 
upon  the  trial  that  there  was  no  neg- 
ligence on  the  part  of  the  defendants, 
and  evidence  that  they  had  made  due 
provision  for  ordinary  rain  falls,  was 
rejected  as  immaterial 
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Sec.  515.  Tallow  factories  and  melting-houses  are  regarded  as 
prima  facie  nuisances,  when  located  in  public  places  or  near 
human  habitations.  In  Morley  v.  Pragnall,  Cro.  Car.  510,  the 
plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  an  inn  in  Eaglestock,  and  the  defendant 
erected  a  chandler's  shop  near  the  inn  and  carried  on  there  the 
business  of  making  candles.  The  fumes  and  stenches  arising  from 
the  works,  in  the  process  of  melting  the  tallow,  entered  into  the 
plaintiff's  inn,  and  created  such  an  annoyance  that  his  guests  left 
the  inn.  The  defendant  insisted  upon  the  authority  of  Ran- 
keWs  Case,  Pasch.  3  Jac.  B.  E,.,  that,  his  business  being  a  need- 
ful one,  no  recovery  could  be  had.  But  the  court  said  :  "  Every 
man  is  bound  to  use  his  own  property  so  as  not  to  injure  another, 
and  when  he  does  that  which  makes  a  man's  inn  unhealthful, 
and  drives  away  his  guests,  he  shall  be  answerable." 

It  is  observable,  in  this  case,  that  the  court  seemed  to  regard 
it  as  essential  to  a  recovery,  that  the  smell  proceeding  from  works 
in  order  to  be  a  nuisance,  must  be  unhealthful,  and  such,  formerly, 
was  regarded  as  the  law ;  but  in  Rex  v.  White,  1  Burr.  333, 
Lord  Mansfield  laid  down  the  broad  rule,  that  hurtfulness  is 
not  the  gist  of  an  action  for  a  nuisance  arising  from  a  corruption 
of  the  air,  but  that  it  is  sufficient,  if  they  render  the  enjoyment 
of  life  uncomfortable,  and  such  is  now  the  settled  law  of  all  the 
courts,  both  in  this  country  and  England,  as  well  in  actions  for 
damages,  as  indictments  for  the  public  offense.' 

'  Rex  V.  White,  1  Bur.  333  ;  Walter  v.  Weekly  Rep.  858  ;  Hart  v.  Taylor,  4 

Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  20  ;  Roberts  v.  Mur.   313  ;   Hackney  v.  State,  8  Ind. ; 

Clarke,  17  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  384  ;  Luscombe  Smith  v.   McConathy,   11   Miss.    517  ; 

V.  Steere,  17  id.  256  ;  Catlin  v.  Valen-  People  v.  Taylor,  6  Park.  Cr.  (N.  Y.) 

tine,  9  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  575  ;  Brady  347;     Prescott's     Case,    3    City    Hall 

V.  Weeks,  3  Barb.   (N.  Y.   S.  C.)   156 ;  Recorder  (N.   Y.),    161  ;    Kirkman    v. 

Peck  «.  EWer,  3  Sandf.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  Hardy,  11  Humph.  (Tenn.) ;  Thiebault 

126;  Ross  ®.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green  (JST.  v.  Conover,  11  Fla.  143;   Galbraith -e. 

J.),  294;  Wolcott  v.  Mellick.  3  Stockt.  Oliver,  3  Pittsburgh  Rep.  79  ;  Hutch- 

(N.   J.)  204;    Cleveland    v.    Citizens'  ins  v.  Smith,  63  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  253; 

Gas-Light  Co.,  5  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  Cartwright    v.    Gray,  12   Grant's  Ch. 

201 ;  Attorney-General  v.  Steward,  id.  (Ont.)  400  ;  Barlow  v.  Kinnear,  2  Kerr 

415 ;   Duncan  v.  Hayes,  23  N.  J.   36 ;  (N.  B.),  94  ;  Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron 

Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  58  Penn.    St.  373  ;  Works,  13  Allen  (Mass.),  95  ;  Donald  v. 

Sparhawk  v.  Union  Passenger  R.  R.  Humphrey,  14  F.   C.  (Sc.)  1306  ;  Otta 

Co.,   54  id.   154 ;    Fusileer  v.   Spauld-  wa  Gas  Co.  v.  Thompson,  39  111.  598 

ing,  3  La.  An.  273 ;  Bishop  v.   Banks,  Watson  v.  Gas-Light  Co.,  2  U.  C.  363 

33  Conn.  118;  Whitney  v.  Bartholomew,  Smith  ».  Humbert,  3  Kerr  (N.  B.),  603 

21  id.  313  ;    Gullick  v.  Tremlett,  30  Ellis  v.  State,  7  Black.  (Ind.)  534  ;  Com. 
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Sec.  516.  Formerly  all  establishments  for  the  melting  of 
fat,  were  regarded  as  nuisances  jper  se,  and  in  actions  for  their 
abatement,  no  ill  effects  need  be  shown,  as  it  was  presumed  if 
they  were  located  in  public  places,  or  near  the  habitations  of  men, 
that  ill  results  would  ensue.  Thus  in  Downie  v.  Olijjhant,  17 
F.  C.  (Sc.)  491,  the  defendant  was  interdicted  from  erecting  an 
establishment  for  boiling  whale  blubber  at  the  end  of  the  town, 
which  was  already  given  up  to  such  nuisances  as  tanneries,  dung- 
hills, distilleries,  etc.,  upon  the  ground  that  the  effluvia  arising 
therefrom  would  increase  the  nuisance,  to  the  damage  of  the 
inhabitants.  But  latterly,  it  is  the  practice  in  the  Scotch  courts, 
to  cause  an  examination  to  be  made  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
the  business  can  be  carried  on  without  creating  a  nuisance,  and  in 
this  country  and  England,  in  actions  at  law,  the  ill  effects  must 
always  be  shown,  and  in  proceedings  in  equity  to  restrain  the 
erection  of  works  that  may  become  nuisances,  such  facts  must  be 
stated  in  the  complaint  as  clearly  show  that  a  nuisance  will  be 
created  by  the  works.* 

Sec.  517.  In  Feck  v.  Mder,  3  Sandf.  (N.  Y.  S.  0.)  126,  a  bill 
in  equity  was  brought  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  erecting 
and  putting  in  operation  a  large  fat-melting  establishment  at  the 
corner  of  First  street  and  Fourth  avenue,  New  York.  The 
plaintiffs  were  the  owners  of  tenements  in  the  vicinity,  and 
alleged  that  their  premises  would  be  injuriously  affected  thereby. 
The  plaintiff  Peck  owned  five  houses  on  Second  avenue,  within 
six  hundred  feet  of  the  works.  J.  C.  Merritt  owned  three  houses 
and  lots  in  Fourth  street,  adjoining  the  works,  R.  W.  Martin 
owned  a  valuable  three-story  building  opposite  Merritt's.  A.  G. 
Phelps  owned  twelve  dwelling-houses  on  Second  avenue,  six  on 

V.  Ree{i,34    Penn.  St,  275;    State   v.  J.)  186;  Babcock  v.  N,  J.  Stock  Yard 

Wilson,  43  N.  H.  415  ;  State  v.  Shelby-  Co.,  20  N.  J.  296. 

ville,  4  Soeed  (Tenn.),  176 ;  Richard's  >  Ross  v.  Bntler,  4  C.  E.   Green  (N. 

Case,  6  City  Hall  Recorder  (N.  Y.),61  ;  J.),  294;  Wolcott  v.  Mellick,  3  Stock- 

Prout's  Case,  4  id.  87  ;  Columbus  Gas  ton  (N.  J.),  204  ;  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  58 

Co.    V.    Freeland,   13    Ohio    St.    392 ;  Penn.  St.  273 ;   Tipping  v.   St.   Helen 

Dargan   «.  Waddell,  9    Ired.    (X.  C.)  Smelting  Co.,  118  E.  C.  L.  608 ;  Salvin 

244 ;  Ashbrook  v.  Com.,  4  Bush.  (Ky.) ,  v.  North  Brancepeth  Coal  Co.,  31  L.  T. 

Coker  v.   Birge,  10   Ga.  336;   Rex  ij.  (N.  S.)  154  ;  Dubois  w.Budlong,  15  Abb. 

Niel,  2  C.  &  P.  485 ;  Rex  v.  Cross,  id.  Pr.    (N.    Y.) ;    Davidson  v.    Isham,   1 

484;  Davidson  v.  Isham,  1  Stockt.  (N.  Stockt.  (N.  J.)  186;  Thiebault  v.  Cono- 

ver,  11  Fla.  143, 
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Fourth  street  and  eight  on  Fifth  street,  besides  several  vacant 
lots,  and  all  within  from  six  to  eight  hundred  feet  of  the  melting- 
house,  and  R.  A.  Reading  owned  and  occupied  a  dwelling-honse 
on  First  avenue  within  six  hundred  feet  of  the  works.  All  the 
last-named  persons  were  joined  with  Peck  as  plaintiffs  in  .he 
bill. 

The  plaintiffs  alleged  that  Elder  was  the  president  and  the 
other  defendants  were,  with  him,  trustees  of  the  Butchers'  Melt- 
ing Association,  organized  for  the  purpose  of  conducting,  on  a 
large  scale,  the  melting  of  the  fat  and  tallow  from  animals 
slaughtered  by  the  butchers  of  the  city  generally  ;  that  a  melting- 
house  in  a  city  is  an  intolerable  nuisance,  eminently  offensive  to 
the  neighboring  population ;  that  it  is  accompanied  by  noisome, 
noxious  and  offensive  stenches  and  smells.  The  stench  from  the 
smoke  and  vapors  being  a  source  of  serious  annoyance  and  dis- 
comfort for  a  distance  of  more  than  half  a  mile  from  the  trying 
vats  or  kettles.  A  temporary  injunction  was  granted,  but  the 
defendants  having  filed  their  answer  denying  that  a  melting- 
house  or  establishment  for  the  melting  and  trying  of  tallow  and 
the  fat  of  animals  in  a  city  is  a  nuisance,  and  alleging  that  they 
intended  to  so  conduct  the  business  that  it  would  not  prove  offen- 
sive or  annoying  to  the  neighborhood,  and  that  the  locality  was,  in 
a  great  degree,  unimproved,  and  that  a  large  number  of  slaughter- 
houses are,  and  for  a  long  time  have  been,  in  operation  there, 
besides  various  other  establishments  claimed  to  be  offensive, 
the  injunction  was  dissolved  upon  this  answer  denying  the 
nuisance,  and  the  plaintiffs  appealed  to  the  Chancellor.  During 
the  pendency  of  the  appeal  and  before  the  hearing  thereon,  the 
defendants  completed  their  building  and  commenced  operations. 
The  defendants  were  thereupon  indicted  for  the  nuisance,  and 
convicted  and  fined.  When  the  case  was  heard  before  Chancellor 
Walwokth  upon  appeal,  the  injunction  was  restored,  the  Chan- 
cellor saying :  "  It  is  of  no  consequence  whether  the  plaintiffs 
reside  on  their  property  or  not.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  nuisance 
is  calculated  directly  to  diminish  its  value,  by  preventing  its 
being  occupied  by  the  plaintiffs,  or  by  good  tenants,  who  are 
willing  and  able  to  pay  the  rents,  or  to  destroy  the  value  of  the 
property  as  huilding  lots.     The  answer  denies  that  the  melting- 
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Jiouse  is  a  nuisance ;  but  it  does  not,  as  it  could  not,  deny  the 
fact  that  the  melting  of  animal  fat  in  such  a  place,  and  in  such 
quantities,  must  be  offensive  to  the  senses  of  the  masses  of  the 
community,  though  persons,  by  long  use,  may  become  so  accus- 
tomed to  an  offensive  smell,  as  to  prevent  its  making  them 
actually  sick."  For  cases  in  which  tallow-factories  and  melting- 
hovses  have  been  held  nuisances,  see  the  cases  cited  below.* 

HOG-STYES    AND    CATTLE-YABDS. 

Sec.  518.  The  keeping  of  hogs  in  peus,  in  a  city  or  town,  or 
near  highways  or  dwellings,  in  such  a  location  and  condition  as 
to  annoy  the  public,  or  impair  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of 
property,  by  reason  of  the  noxious  smells  emitted  therefrom,  is 
regarded  as  a  nuisance,  even  though  it  is  one  of  the  ordinary  uses 
of  property.  Indeed,  the  keeping  of  hogs  in  pens  in  such  situa- 
tion is  regarded  2^%  prima  facie  a  nuisance,  and  both  as  an  action- 
able and  indictable  offense.'  But  it  is  evident,  from  the  cases, 
that  the  nuisance  arises  from  the  neglect  of  the  owner  to  keep 
the  pens  in  a  clean  condition  ;  and  when  the  pens  are  kept  clean, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  liberation  of  noisome  smells,  they  are  not 
nuisances,  unless  they  become  so  from  the  fact  that  the  hogs  are 
too  noisy  ;  any  more  than  a  cow-yard  or  any  other  ordinary  use  of 
property. 

In  Wanstead  Local  Board  v.  Eill,  13  C.  B.  (1^.  S.)  479,  in  a 
case  arising  under  a  statute  authorizing  boroughs  to  make  regula- 
tions for  the  suppression  and  prohibition  of  nuisances,  it  was  held 
that  the  power  only  extended  to  such  acts  as  must  necessarily 
become  nuisances,  and  that  a  by-law  imposing  a  fine  upon  every 

1  Allen  V.  State,   34  Tex.  230 ;   Du-  Commonwealtli  v.  Van  Sickle,  4  Penn. 

bois  t.  Budlong,  15  Abb.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  L.  J.  164;  Smith  i).  McConathv,  11  Mo. 

126;    Toyhale's   Case,   Cro.   Car.  510;  517.     In  Smith  ».  Parson,  37  Me.  361,  a 

Radenhurst   v.   Coate,    6   Grant's    Ch.  pig-pen  near  a  highway,  which  emit- 

(Ont.)  140 ;    Arnot   v.  Brown,  1  Stuart  ted  noisome  smells,  to  the  annoyance 

(Sc),  694 ;    3  Rolle's   Abr.   140,   141 ;  of  travelers,  was  held  a  common  nui- 

Cropsey  o.  Murphv,  1  Hilt.  (N.  T.  C.  P.)  sance.     McCreadie  b.  McBrau,  32  Jar. 

126  ;  Downie  v.  Oliphant,  17  F.  C.  (Sc.)  184  ;   Aldred's  Case,  o  Coke,  59  ;  Res 

491 ;  Peck  B.Elder,  3  Sandf.(N.T.S.C.)  b.   White,    1.  Burr.   333;    Everett   «. 

126  ;  Morley  v.  Pragnall,  Cro.  Car.  510  ;  Grapes,  3  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  Q.  B.  669  *  Chel- 

1  Hawk.  P.  C.  323  ;  Trotter  v.  Farnie,  sea  Vpstrv  v.  King,  34  L.  J.  (M.  C.)  9  ; 

5  W.  S.  (Sc.)  649  ;  Bliss  ij.  Hall,  5  Scott,  1  Rolle's'Abr.  88;  3  Stephen's  N.  P. 

500  ;  Blunt  «.  Hay,  4  Sandf.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  2362  ;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grabel,  50  HI.  241 ; 

363.  Bishop  ■».  Banks,  38  Conn.  34 ;  State  o. 
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person  who  should  "  keep,  or  suffer  to  be  kept,  any  swine  in  the 
borough,  between  the  1st  day  of  May  and  the  1st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, was  wholly  invalid,  '  as  the  keeping  of  swine  does  not 
necessarily  create  a  nuisance.' "  In  reference  to  swine  styes,  the 
same  rule  prevails  as  in  reference  to  any  other  use  of  property. 
If  they  are  in  a  location  where  the  noxious  smells  actually 
emitted  therefrom  impair  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property, 
or  annoy  the  public,  they  are  nuisances,  otherwise  not. 

Sec.  519.  Oattle-yards  and  pens  when  suffered  to  remain  in 
an  unclean  or  filthy  condition  have  been  held  to  be  nuisances, 
when  they  impair  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property  by  the 
stenches  emanating  therefrom,  or  when,  by  reason  of  excessive 
noise,  they  disturb  the  quiet  of  the  neighborhood.* 

TANNERIES. 

Sec.  520.  Tanneries  are  regarded  as  among  the  class  of  trades 
that  ?irQ  jprima facie  nuisances,  because  of  their  liability  to  emit 
noxious  smells.  In  Rex  v.  Pappineau,  1  Stra.  686,  the  defend- 
ant was  indicted  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  tanner  near  a 
public  highway,  and  his  works  were  abated  as  a  common  nuisance. 

In  a  recent  case  in  New  Jersey,"  it  was  held  that  a  tannery  is 
not  per  se  a  nuisance,  so  as  to  warrant  its  abatement  as  such  by 
the  street  commissioners  or  board  of  health,  until  it  is  adjudged 
to  be  inimical  to  health. 

An  interesting  case  recently  came  before  the  court  of  appeals 
in  New  York,'  in  which  the  question  of  nuisance  resulting  from 
the  operations  of  a  tannery  were  considered.  In  that  case  the 
plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  lot  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  with  two 
houses  thereon.  Upon  a  lot  about  seventy-five  feet  from  the 
plaintiff's  premises  the  defendant  had  a  tannery,  wherein  he 
carried  on  the  business  of  tanning  hides.  It  appeared  that  in 
the  operations  of  the  business,  offensive  stenches  were  liberated 
to  such  extent  as  to  impair  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  the 
plaintiff's  houses  to  such  an  extent  as  nearly  to  render  them 

'  Bishop    V.    Banks,   33    Conn.  35 ;  *  State  Marshal  v.  Street  Commis 

Illinois  Central  Railroad  Co.  v.  Qrabel,  sioners  of  Trenton,  36  N.  J.  288, 

oO  m.  241 ;  Babcock  v.   New  Jersey  *  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  Y. 

Stock  Yard  Co.,  20  N.  J.  296.  153. 
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uninhabitable,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  nuisance,  she 
was  unable  for  a  part  of  the  time  to  rent  the  premises  at  all,  and 
when  she  did  rent  them,  that  she  realized  much  less  rent  there- 
for than  she  would  have  received  if  the  nuisance  had  not  existed. 
The  court  held  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  the 
difference  between  the  rental  value  with  the  nuisance  there,  and 
what  she  could  obtain  if  they  were  free  from  it.  It  also  appeared 
that  offensive  matter  from  the  tannery  was  placed  upon  a  vacant 
lot  adjoining  the  defendant's  works,  which  increased  the  nui- 
sance, but  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  defendant  placed 
it  there.  Upon  this  point  Geover,  J.,  said :  "  True,  it  was 
not  directly  proved  that  this  was  placed  there  by  the  defend- 
ant. But  it  was  proved  that  it  came  from  his  tannery, 
where  it  was  in  his  possession  and  control ;  and  in  the  absence 
of  proof  as  to  how  it  came  there,  the  presumption  is,  that  it 
was  placed  there  by  him."  Upon  the  trial  of  the  case  in  the 
lower  court,  the  defendant  offered  to  show  that  since  his  tannery 
had  been  operated,  it  had  contributed  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
plaintiff's  premises,  and  their  rental  value.  This  evidence  was 
rejected,  and  in  referring  to  this  question  the  court  say :  "  I  do 
not  understand  by  this  that  it  was  intended  to  show  that  the 
stench  was  not  produced  as  was  claimed  by  the  plaintiff,  but  that 
n  consequence  of  the  number  of  persons  employed  by  the  defend- 
ant in  the  business,  the  demand  for  dwellmgs  in  the  vicinity  was 
increased,  thereby  increasing  the  commercial  and  rental  value  of 
such  property  in  the  vicinity.  So  understood,  the  rejection  was 
proper." 

For  instances  in  which  tanneries  h.ave  been  held  nuisances,  see 
the  cases  cited  in  the  following  note.' 

SOAP    AND   BONE   B0ILERIE8. 

Seo.  521.  Soap  boileries,  or  establishments  where  soap  is 
manufactured  from  the  bones  and  fat  of  animals  by  the  process 
of  boiling,  are  regarded  as  prima  fade  nuisances,  and  we  find  a 

Ellis  «.  State,  7  Black.  (Ind.)  534 ;  15  F.  C.  535  ;  Thomas  v.  Brackney,  17 

Rex  •p.  Pappineau,  1  Stra.  686 ;  Fran-  Barb.  (N.  T.  S.  C.)  654  ;  8  Blacks.  217  ; 

cis  -T).  Schoellkoppf ,  53  N.Y.  152 ;  Fisher  3  Steph.  N,  P.  2362;  Pincknej  «.  Ewens, 

0.  Clark,  41  Barb.  (N.  T.)  332  ;  Jones  3  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  781. 
«.  Powell,    Hutt.  136;  Scott  v.  Cox, 
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case  as  early  as  1691/  in  which  it  was  held  that  such  an  estab- 
lishment in  Wood  street,  in  London,  was  a  common  nuisance. 
It  was  nrcred  as  a  defense  in  that  case,  that  the  trade  was  lawful 
and  necessary,  and  Jeffries,  C.  J.,  said:  "Though  such  a  trade 
is  honest  and  may  be  lawfully  used,  yet,  if  by  its  stench  it  be 
offensive  to  the  neighbors,  it  is  a  nuisance."  The  reporter  says 
that  the  court  referred  to  a  case  where  a  calendarman,  in  London, 
in  Broad  street,  was  convicted  before  Lord  Hale,  for  that  the 
noise  of  his  business  disturbed  the  neighbors,  and  shook  adjacent 
houses.  Also  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Jordan,  in  which  a  brew-house 
on  Ludgate  hill  was  held  a  nuisance,  and  the  defendant  compelled 
to  prostrate  it  or  convert  it  to  other  purposes,  for  that  such  trades 
ought  not  to  be  carried  on  in  the  city,  but  in  the  outskirts 
thereof. 

Sec.  522.  Li  Howard  v.  Lee*  the  plaintiff  was  the  proprietor 
of  a  hotel  on  Broadway  in  the  city  of  New  York,  called  the 
Irving  House.  The  defendant  had  for  many  years,  and  long 
before  the  Irving  House  was  erected,  carried  on  the  business  of 
making  soap  on  Reade  street,  within  less  than  a  hundred  feet 
of  the  plaintiff's  hotel.  His  establishment  had,  for  several 
years,  been  a  subject  of  complaint  in  the  neighborhood,  which 
was  closely  built  up  and  densely  populated,  but  no  legal  proceed- 
ings had  ever  been  commenced  against  the  defendant  therefor. 
During  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera  in  1849  the  works  had  been 
very  offensive  to  the  plaintiff's  guests,  and  many  left  his  house 
in  consequence.  Oakley,  C.  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
court  on  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  temporary  injunction,  said : 
"  The  court  can  prohibit  trades  of  this  character  from  being  car- 
ried on  in  a  great  city,  or  in  a  dense  population,  on  the  broad 
principle  that  all  trades  that  render  the  enjoyment  of  life  and 
property  uncomfortable  must  recede  with  the  advance  of  popula- 
tion, and  be  conducted  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city  or  in  the 
country.  This  is  on  the  principle  that  every  man  must  so  use 
his  property  as  not  to  injure  the  rights  of  his  neighbor.  *  *  * 
It  is  well  settled  in  cases  of  this  kind,  that  it  is  not  necessary  that 

'  Eex  V.  Pierce,  2  Shower,  337  ;  Atty.-        «  Howard  t).  Lee,  3   Sandf .  (N.  T. 
General  tj.  Cleaver,  18  Vesey,  211.  S.  C.)  281 ;  Dana  «.  Valentine,  5  Mete. 

(Mass.)  8. 
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a  trade  should  be  injurious  to  health,  to  constitute  a  public  nui- 
sance, in  order  to  have  it  restrained. 

Sec.  523,  In  Ballamy  v.  Comb '  it  was  held  that  an  establish- 
ment near  dwellings,  for  the  roasting  the  black  ashes  of  soap, 
emitting  noxious  and  offensive  smokes,  was  a  nuisance. 

In  Meigs  v.  Lester  *  it  was  held  that  a  bone-boiling  establish- 
ment, the  vapors  and  stenches  from  which  were  annoying  to  the 
neighborhood,  was  a  nuisance. 

Sec  524.  In  Radenhiwst  v.  Coate^,^  the  defendant  carried  on 
the  business  of  a  soap  and  candle  manufacturer  upon  premises 
situated  upon  the  north  side  of  King  street,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  city  of  Toronto.  The  plaintiff  was  the  owner  and  occupier  of 
two  pieces  of  ground  in  the  neighborhood,  one  of  them  used  as  a 
vegetable  and  pleasure  garden  adjoining  the  premises  of  the 
defendant.  On  the  other  was  situated  the  plaintiff's  dwelling- 
house,  which  is  situated  from  150  t«  160  feet  from  the  factorv  of 
the  defendant.  The  bill  alleged  that  noxious  and  offensive  vapors 
and  smoke  were  emitted  from  the  defendant's  factorv  durino'  the 
process  of  his  manufacture,  and  were  carried  to  the  plaintiff's 
premises.  The  defendant  denied  that  noxious  and  offensive  vapors 
from  his  factory  were  carried  to  the  plaintiff  s  premises,  at  least 
to  the  extent  charo;ed,  and  attributed  much  of  the  annovance  felt 
by  the  plaintiff"  to  other  manufactories  of  various  kinds  in  the 
neighborhood,  though  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  plaintiff's 
premises,  and  insisted  upon  the  acquiescence  of  the  plaintiff  and 
of  her  late  husband  as  disentitling  her  to  an  injimction. 

Spragihe,  Y.  C,  in  disposing  of  the  case,  said :  **  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  evidence  upon  both  sides,  but  upon  the  whole  we 
think  it  is  established  that  the  vapors  arising  from  the  business 
carried  on  by  the  defendant  are  so  offensive  in  degree,  in  fre- 
quency and  in  duration  as  to  impair  materially  the  ordinary 
comfort  of  life.  Upon  this  point  we  have  the  evidence  not  only 
of  the  plaintiff'  herself  and  of  her  son-in-law,  Mr.  Grant,  but  of 
->ther  persons  of  different  clasps  of  life  in  the  neighborhood, 

'  Ballamv  r.  Comb,  IT  F.  C.  (3c.)        *  Radenhurst  t».  Goat€e,  6  Grant's  Gh 
159.  ■  (.Ont.^  140. 

-  Meiars  r.  Lester,  '23  N.  J.  199. 
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some  of  them  living  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  defendant's 
premises  than  the  plaintiff,  and  who  describe  the  vapors  from  the 
defendant's  factory  in  various  terms,  but  generally  as  causing  a 
stench  of  a  very  noisome  and  sickening  description.  There  is 
some  evidence  against  this,  but  upon  the  whole  we  think  the 
fact  proved,  and  to  such  an  extent  as  to  amount  not  only  techni- 
cally to  a  nuisance,  but  such  as  seriously  to  affect  the  comfort,  if 
not  the  health  of  those  residing  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
and  among  them  of  the  plaintiff.  Indeed,  one  fact  relied  upon  by 
the  defendant,  his  having  erected  a  very  high  chimney,  and  a  vent 
or  air  hole  to  carry  off  the  smoke  and  vapor  from  his  factory, 
implies  a  consciousness  that  such  smoke  and  vapor  could  taint 
and  pollute  the  air  unless  so  carried  off.  Upon  the  first  point, 
therefore,  our  opinion  is  against  the  defendant. 

Part  of  the  plaintiff's  case  is  to  the  effect  that  the  business  car 
ried  on  by  the  defendant  is  so  offensive  as  to  make  the  plaintiff's 
premises  a  most  undesirable  residence,  so  much  so  that  persons 
of  a  class  who  would  ordinarily  inhabit  such  premises  would  not 
occupy  them,  even  if  they  could  be  had  rent  free.  The  defend- 
ant's counsel  seems  to  have  understood  the  plaintiff  as  using  this 
evidence  to  show  that  the  acts  complained  of  diminished  the 
value  of  her  premises,  and  to  have  made  that  circumstance  a 
ground  for  objecting  to  the  defendant's  business  as  a  nuisance, 
and  he  objects  that  it  cannot  so  be  used.  If  offered  in  this  view 
he  is  probably  right,  but  in  another  view  it  is  important  —  that 
is,  as  a  matter  of  evidence,  tending  to  show  how  great  is  the 
inconvenience  caused  to  those  residing  in  the  plaintiff's  house, 
which,  though  otherwise  a  very  desirable  residence,  is  rendered 
almost  worthless  as  a  residence  by  the  acts  complained  of. 

With  regard  to  the  acquiescence  alleged,  the  defendant  states 
that  he  is  corroborated  by  the  affidavit  of  his  father ;  that  he  com- 
menced his  present  business  on  the  premises  in  question  in  Octo- 
ber, 1848,  and  has  carried  it  on  there  ever  since ;  that  he  at  first 
leased  the  premises  for  one  year,  and  afterward  for  a  term  of  five 
or  seven  years  at  his  option  ;  that  he  has  from  time  to  time  since 
the  commencement  of  his  occupation  expended  large  sums  of 
money  in  the  building  and  erection  of  the  boilers,  furnaces,  vats, 
receivers,  etc. ;  and  in  the  summer  of  1849  erected  a  very  high 
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chimney  —  higher,  as  he  believes,  than  any  other  manufactory  of 
the  same  kind  hath  in  the  city  — for  the  purpose  of  more  readily 
carrying  off  the  smoke  from  his  premises  ;  that  the  improvements 
he  has  made  have  had  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  smells  which 
will  at  times  issue  or  arise  from  the  main  factory,  and  which  he 
says  have  been  less  this  year  than  formerly,  but  he  does  not 
admit  that  they  ever  caused  inconvenience  to  the  plaintiff.  He 
states  that  the  late  Mr.  Radenhurst  saw  his  improvements  in  pro- 
gress without  any  remonstrance  or  objection,  and  frequently  used 
some  of  the  refuse  from  the  factory  for  manure. 

I  observe  that  in  stating  the  improvements,  the  last  stated 
is  the  building  of  the  high  chimney  in  1849,  when  he  was, 
as  I  understand  from  his  statement,  a  tenant,  under  a  lease 
for  one  year  only.  "What  portion  of  the  expense  was  incurred 
in  the  setting  up  of  trade  fixtures,  and  what  otherwise  is  not 
very  material,  for  it  is  not  made  to  appear  that  Mr.  Raden- 
hurst knew  that  such  a  manufactory  would  emit  noxious  and 
offensive  vapors,  and  looking  at  the  defendant's  present  account 
of  it,  it  is  most  improbable  that  any  inquiry  of  him  upon  that 
point  would  have  produced  any  such  information.  But  apart 
from  that,  we  are  not  of  opinion  that  where  there  is  no  conceal- 
ment of  any  fact  by  the  party  afterward  objecting  and  especially 
when,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  nature  of  the  business  to  be 
carried  on  is  best  known  to  the  party  incurring  the  expense,  the 
mere  forbearance  to  warn  him  that  his  proceedings  will  be  objected 
to  will  disentitle  a  party  injuriously  affected  to  relief. 

The  omission  to  warn  the  defendant,  and  the  subsequent  for- 
bearance to  take  any  proceedings  against  him,  are  relied  upon  as 
disentitling  the  plaintiff  to  relief.  We  do  not  think  it  is  shown 
by  the  evidence  that  there  was  any  encouragement  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Radenhurst,  or  that  the  defendant  took  any  step  or  incurred 
any  expense  upon  the  faith  of  any  thing  said  or  done  by  Mr. 
Radenhurst,  or  that  Mr.  Radenhurst's  conduct  had  any  influence 
in  determining  the  defendant  to  do  any  thing  in  regard  to  his 
factory.  Putting  it  most  strongly  for  the  defendant  that  the  evi- 
dence will  warrant,  there  was  an  acquiescence  of  several  years  in 
the  defendant's  carrying  on  his  business  as  he  did  carry  it  on,  but 
nothing  more. 
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It  is  a  plain  common-law  right  to  have  the  free  use  of  the  ai. 
in  its  natural  unpolluted  state,  and  an  acquiescence  in  its  being 
polluted  for  any  period  short  of  twenty  years  will  not  bar  that 
right.  To  bar  that  right  within  a  shorter  period,  there  must  be 
such  encouragement  or  other  act  by  the  party  afterward  complain- 
ing as  to  make  it  a  fi-aud  in  him  to  object. 

With  regard  to  the  point  that  the  plaintiff  should  have  estab- 
lished her  legal  right  by  action  at  law  before  coming  to  this  court, 
it  does  not  seem  to  be  now  since  the  passing  of  the  general  order 
upon  this  subject,  that  it  can  be  taken  as  an  objection.  It  is  only 
a  matter  for  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  we  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  put  the  plaintiff  to  her  action  at  law,  and  the  less  so 
as  the  fact  of  public  nuisance  has  been  established  against  the 
defendant ;  first,  upon  summary  proceedings  before  a  magistrate, 
and  afterward  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury." 

Sec.  525.  Any  business  in  which  animal  matter  is  used  in  such 
a  way  as  to  emit  noxious  vapors  or  offensive  stenches  and  smells 
to  the  annoyance  of  others,  is  regarded  as  a  nuisance. 

In  Jamieson  v.  Hillcote^  an  interdict  was  issued  against  an 
establishment  carried  on  within  300  yards  of  Portobello,  and 
adjacent  to  the  road  to  Edinburgh,  in  which  the  blood  of  animals 
was  prepared,  as  an  ingredient  of  Prussian  blue. 

In  Charity  v.  Riddle^  it  was  held  that  an  est9.blishment  for 
the  manufacture  of  glue  from  animal  matter,  in  Glasgow,  which 
produced  offensive  and  stinking  vapors,  was  a  nuisance,  and  the 
defendant  having  gained  a  prescriptive  right  to  exercise  his  trade 
there,  by  long  user,  was,  nevertheless,  restrained  from  enlarging 
his  works  so  as  to  increase  the  nuisance,  or  from  changing  their 
location,  so  as  to  bring  them  nearer  to  dwellings  or  streets. 

In  Farquhar  v.  Watson^  an  establishment  for  the  preparation 
of  tripe  for  market,  by  reason  of  the  offensive  vapors  emitted 
therefrom,  was  held  a  nuisance. 

LIVERY    STABLES. 

Sec.  526.  Livery  stables  may  be  so  located  as  to  become  nui- 

>  Jamieson  «.  Hillcote,  12  F.  C.  (Sc.)  »  Farquhar  xi.  Watson,  17  F.  C.  (Sc.) 

424.  692 ;  Glasgow    Water    Wcrks  Co.  «. 

«  Charity  «.  Riddle,  14  F.  C.  (Sc.)  237;  Aird,  18  id.  450. 
Colville  v.'Middletown,  19  id.  339. 
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sances,*  and  indeed  when  located  near  dwellings  in  large  cities  or 
towns,  they  may  as  fairly  be  regarded  as  pi'ima  facie  nuisances 
as  any  of  the  noxious  trades  previously  enumerated.'  In  recog- 
nition of  this  fact,  a  livery  stable  located  near  a  hotel  has  been 
held  a  nuisance  when  by  reason  of  the  stenches  arising  therefrom 
it  became  offensive,'  or  when  located  near  dwellings  so  that  the 
noise  of  the  horses  disturbed  the  inmates  and  broke  their  rest,* 
and  when  it  was  so  negligently  and  improperly  conducted  as  to 
disturb  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  life  and  property  in  its 
vicinity/ 

Sec  527.  In  actions  for  injuries  resulting  from  a  livery  stable, 
as  a  nuisance,  it  is  sufficient  to  establish  the  injury,  either  from 
offensive  smells,  noise,  or  the  unwarrantable  collection  of  flies ; ' 
and  it  is  no  defense  for  the  defendant  that  his  stable  is  well  and 
properly  built,  is  located  in  as  unobjectionable  a  locality  as  any  in 
the  city,  and  is  properly  kept  and  managed.  Neither  is  it  com- 
petent for  him  to  show  that  other  stables  similarly  situated  do 
not  create  serious  annoyance  to  neighboring  dwellings.  If,  in 
point  of  fact,  injury  results  to  others,  that  is  clearly  traceable  to 
the  stable  as  the  promoting  cause,  it  is  a  nuisance,  even  thougli 
no  other  stable  ever  produced  such  results.'' 

Sec.  528.  In  Dargan  v.  Waddell^^  which  was  an  action  for 
injuries  resulting  to  the  plaintiff  by  reason  of  the  noise  and 
offensive  stenches  arising  from  the  defendant's  livery  stable,  the 
court  said,  "  A  livery  stable  is  not  per  se  a  nuisance,  but  if  so 
built,  so  kept  and  so  used  as  to  destroy  the  comfort  of  persons 
occupying  adjoining  premises,  and  impair  their  value  as  places 
of  habitation ;  or  if  the  adjacent  proprietors  are  annoyed  by  it 
in  any  way  that  could  be  avoided,  it  becomes  an  actionable 
nuisance." 

1  Burdett  v.  Swenson,  17  Texas,  489;  *  Dargan  v.  Waddell,  9  Ired.  (N.  C.) 

Dargan  B.Waddell,  9  Ired.  (N.  C.)  344.  244. 

'  Kirkman   v.    Handy,    11    Humph.  "  Morris  v.  Brower,  Anthon's  N.  P. 

(Tenn.)  406  ;  Coker  v.  Birge,  9  Ga.  425;  (N.  T.)  368. 

Harrison  v.  Brooks,  20  id.  537  ;  Morris  *  Kirkman    v.  Handy,    11    Humph. 

V.  Brewer,  Anthon's  N.  P.  (N.  Y.)  368 ;  (Tenn.)  406 ;  Aldrich  v.  Howard,  8  R. 

Aldrich  v.  Howard,  4  Ames  (R.  I.),  94;  I.  246. 

A.ldrich  v.  Howard,  8  R.  I.  246.  "<  Aldrich  «.  Howard,  8  R.  I.  346. 

5  Aldrich  v.  Howard,  8  R.  I.  246.  »  Dargan  v.  WaddeU,  9  Ired.  (N.  C) 

244. 
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Sec.  529.  Not  only  may  a  liverj  stable  become  a  nuisance  by 
improper  location  and  offensive  or  annoying  results,  but  it  is 
held  that  any  private  stable  or  barn  may  be  so  located  with 
reference  to  the  dwellings  or  places  of  business  of  others,  and  be 
so  improperly  kept  and  conducted,  as  to  become  an  actionable 
nuisance.'  Even  in  the  ordinary  uses  of  property,  in  its  use  for 
purposes  that  are  regarded  as  incident  thereto,  a  person  is  bound 
to  prevent  such  use  from  becoming  a  nuisance  to  others,  if  pos- 
sible. A  man  has  no  right  to  erect  a  barn  for  the  keeping  of 
horses  or  cattle  so  near  to  his  neighbor's  dwelling  as  to  disturb 
the  rest  of  those  residing  there,  by  the  noises  produced  by  the 
animals  kept  there  at  night,"  or  to  manage  it  in  such  a  way  as  to 
permit  offensive  stenches  to  emanate  therefrom  and  float  over  his 
neighbor's  premises,  to  his  serious  annoyance  and  discomfort. 
At  his  peril  he  is  bound  to  guard  against  these  results,  except 
such  as  are  accidental,  and  do  not  arise  from  any  fault  or  neglect 
on  his  part.'  The  rule,  as  laid  down  in  the  case  cited  below,  is 
that  "  if  the  defendant  so  constructed  and  adapted  the  barn  that 
in  its  ordinary  use  it  would  be  injurious  and  offensive  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  cast  unwholesome  odors  into  his  house,  he  is  liable 
for  the  nuisance,  although  the  premises  upon  which  the  barn 
stood,  were  in  the  possession  of  a  tenant." 

Sec.  530.  There  are  a  multitude  of  trades  and  uses  of  property 
that  have  been  held  nuisances,  by  reason  of  the  corruption  of  the 
atmosphere  thereby  with  noisome  and  offensive  smells,  such  as 
breweries,*  bone  mills,^  gas  worts,*  mill  dams,'  distilleries,  *  black- 
smith shops,*  dwelling-houses  carelessly  and  negligently  kept  and 

'  Pickard  v.  Collins,  23  Barb.  (N.  Y.  De  G.  M.  &  G.  436  ;  Watson  «.  Gas  Co., 

S.  C.)  444 ;  see  Curtis  ■».  Winslow,  36  6  Upper  Canada  Rep.  362. 

Vt.  690.  ■>  Townsend  v.  People,  3  HiU  (N.  Y.), , 

2  Pickard  «.  Collins,  23  Barb  CN.  Y.  479  ;  Rogers  v.  Barker,  31  Barb.  (N.  Y. 
S.  C.)  444;  Draper  v.  Sperry,  4'L.  T.  S.  C.)  847;  Spencer  «.  Com,  3  Leigh 
(N.  S.)  365.  (Va.),  759;  Munson  ».  People,  5  Parker's 

3  Id.  Cr.  (N.  Y.)  16  ;  Rooker  «.  Perkins,  14 

4  Jones  «.  Powell,  Palm.  587  ;  Rex  «.  Wis.  79. 
Morris,  Ventris,  26;  Viner's  Abr.,  16th  *  Smith  'o.  McConathy,  11  Miss.  517; 
vol.,  p.  27.  Richards'  Case,  6  City  Hall  Rec.  (N.  Y.) 

^  Anderson  v.  Burnett,  23  Jur.  5.  61 

^  Broadbent  «.  Imperial  Gaa  Co.,  7        '  ^^'hitney  r.  Bartholomew,  21  Conn, 
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allowed  to  become  filthy  in  populous  localities,'  chemical  works,' 
petroleum  refineries,'  poudrette  works,*  works  for  deodorizing 
night  soil,*  depositing  manure  near  a  dwelling,"  boiling  horse 
flesh  or  carrion  near  one's  dwelling,^  the  use  of  fuel  producing 
stinking  smoke ;  *  veterinary  stables  where  horses'  hoofs  are 
burned ; '  ditch,  where  water  is  collected  and  allowed  to  become 
stagnant ; '"  depositing  decayed  vegetable  matter  near  dwellings 
or  in  public  places ; "  a  dye  house ;  "  or  any  use  of  property  by 
a  trade  or  otherwise  that  impairs  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of 
life,  by  sending  offensive  smells  over  the  premises  of  another.'* 


» Ferguson  v.  Selma,  43  Ala.  388  ; 
State.  «.  Purse,  4  McCord  (S.  C),  473  ; 
Meeker  v.  Van  Rensselaer,  15  Wend. 
(N.  Y.)  337;  19  Viner's  Abr.  23;  3 
Hawkins'  P.  C.  199;  Rex  v.  Brown, 
Pasch.  26  ;  10  Car.  B.  R. 

^  Commonwealth  v.  Rumford  Chemi- 
cal Works,  14  Gray  (Mass.),  231  ;  Rex 
«.  White,  1  Burr'  333;  Fletcher  v. 
Rylauds,  1  L.  R.  (Exch.)  284. 

^  Commonwealth  i).  Kidder,  107 
Mass.  188. 

*  Poudrette  Co.  -o.  Van  Keuren,  23 
N.  .J.  255. 

5  Knight  «.  Gardner,  19  L.T.  (N.  S.) 
773. 

•^  Savage  «.  Board  of  Health,  12 
Barb.  (N.  T.  S.  C.)  559. 

'  Grindley  v.  Booth,  13  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 
469. 

8  James  v.  Powell,  Hutt,  136. 

'Gullick  «.  Trunlett,  30  Weekly 
Rep.  358. 

1"  Shaw  B.  Cumiskev,  7  Pick.  (Mass.) 
76. 

'1  Rochester  v.  Collins,  1 3  Barb.  (N.T. 
S.  C.)  559. 

"  Aldred's  Case,  5  Coke,  59  ;  19 
Viner's  Abr.  27. 

J3  Knight  V.  Gardner,  19  L.  T.  (X.  S.) 
673,  deodorizing  night  soil ;  Rex  v. 
Xiel,  2  C.  &  P.  485,  varnish  works ; 
Rex  ».  Cross,  3  C.  &  P.  488,  slaughter- 
house; Res  V.  Watts,  C.  &  P.,  slaughter- 
house; Catlin  r. Valentine,  9  Paige's  Ch. 
(N.  Y.)  574  slaughter-house ;  Peck  o. 
Elder,  3  Sandf.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  126,  fat 
boiling ;  Howard  u.  Lee,  3  id.  281,  soap 
boiling  ;  Dubois  y.  Budlong,  15  Abb.Pr. 
(X.  Y.)  445,  fat  boiling  ;  Blunt  v.  Hay, 
4  Sandf.  Ch.  (X.  Y.)  soap  boiling; 
Prescott's  Case,  2  City  Hall  Recorder 
(X.  Y.  C.  P.),  161  ;  Richards'  Case,  6  id. 
61 ;   Cropsey  v.  Murphy,  1   Hilt.  (X. 


Y.  C.  P.)  126,  fat  boiling;  Morris  «. 
Brower,  Anthon's  X.  P.  (X.  Y.)  368; 
Pottstown  Gas  Co.  c  Murphy,  39  Penn. 
St.  257,  gas  works  ;  Columbus  Gas  Co. 
v.  Freeland,  12  Ohio  St.  392,  gas  works  ; 
Rogers  w.  Parker,  31  Barb.  CX.  Y.  S.C.) 
347;  Hackney  ■».  State,  8"  Ind.  494, 
slaughter-house  ;  Kirkman  v.  Handy, 
11  Humph.  (Tenn.)  406,  livery  stable; 
Burdett  ®.  Sweenson,  17  Texas,  489, 
livery  stable  ;  Douglass  v.  State,  4  Wis. 
387,  stagnant  water;  Commonwealth 
■B.  Gallagher,  1  Allen  (Mass.),  592 ; 
Ashbrook  xi.  Commonwealth,  1  Bush 
(Ky.)  139,  slaughter-house ;  Common- 
wealth V.  Brown,  13  Met.  (Mass.)  365, 
neat's  foot  oil ;  Ellis  «.  State,  7  Black- 
ford (Ind.),  534,  slaughter-house  ;  Reed 
t.  People,  1  Parker's  Cr.  (X.  Y.)  481, 
privy ;  Coker  ■».  Birge,  10  Ga.  336, 
livery  stable ;  Story  v.  Hammond,  4 
Ohio  St.  376;  Taylor  v.  People,  6 
Parker's  Cr.  (X.  Y.)  347,  slaughter- 
house;  Munson  v.  People,  5  id.  16, 
mill  dam  ;  Sta1«e  v.  Payson,  37  Me.  361, 
pig-sty ;  People  «.  Gas  Co.,  64  Barb. 
(X.  Y.  S.  C.)  gas  works ;  Regina  v. 
Wigg  2  Ld.  Raym.  1163,  pig-sty; 
Morley  «.  Pragnall,  Cro.  Car.  510, 
tallow  chandler;  Allen  xi.  State,  34 
Texas,  230,  tallow  factory;  Francis 
V.  Schoellkoppf,  53  X.  Y'.  153,  tan- 
nery ;  Rex  -0.  Pierce,  3  Shower,  337, 
soap  boiling ;  Meigs  «.  Lester,  23  X.  J. 
194,  bone  boiling  ;  Fay  v.  Whitman, 
100  Mass.  597,  slaughter-house  ;  Com- 
monwealth V.  Kidder,  107  Mass.  188, 
petroleum  refinery  ;  Brady  v.  Weeks, 
3  Barb.  (X.  Y.  S.  C.)  157,  slaughter- 
house ;  Dargan  v.  Waddell,  9  Ired.  (X. 
C.)  344,  livery  stable  ;  Shaw  v.  Cumis- 
key,  7  Pick.  (Mass.)  76,  stagnant  water 
in  ditch  ;  Rex  v.  Pappineau,  2  Strange, 
686,  tannery ;    Res  v.   ^Vhite,   1   Bur- 
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Sec.  531.  Without  stopping  to  enumerate  farther  in  detail  the 
particular  trades,  or  uses  of  property,  which  have  been  held  nui- 
sances upon  a  special  state  of  facts,  1  will  state  here,  that  any 
use  of  property,  or  any  trade,  that  corrupts  the  atmosphere  with 


rows,  333,  chemical  works  ;  Broadbent 
V.  Imperial  Gas  Co.,  7  De  G.  &  Q.  436, 
gas  wprks  ;  Watson  «.  Gas  Co.,  Upper 
Canada  Rep.  262,  gas  works ;  Regina 
V.    Brace,    13    Lower    Canada,     313 ; 
Regina  v.  Micklin,  6  W.W.  A.  B.  L.  68 
(Victoria),  bone  mill  ;  Smith  v.  Hum- 
bert, 3  Kerr  (N.  B.),  603,   privy ;    Mc- 
Cready    o.  McBran,   33  Jur.   ISi,  pig- 
sty ;      Portland   v.   Henderson,  27  id. 
241,  slaughter-house ;  Commonwealth 
V.  Upton,  14  Gray  (Mass.),  331,  slaugh- 
ter-house ;  Swinton  v.  Pedie,   McL.  & 
R.  1018,   slaughter-house ;    Trotter  v. 
Farnie,  5  W.  S.  (Sc.)  649,  whale  blubber; 
Rooker  v.  Perkins,   14  Wis.  79,  stag- 
nant water ;  Commonwealth  «.  Webb, 
6   Rand    (Va.),   726,   stagnant   water; 
Spencer  y. Commonwealth  2  Leigh  (Va.) 
759,    stagnant    water;     Com.   v.   Van 
Sickle,    4    Penn.    L.    J.    164,   pig-sty; 
Miller  v.  Trueheart,  4  Leigh  (Va.),      , 
stagnant  water  ;  Green  v.  Savannah,  6 
Ga.    1,  stagnant    water;    Norwood  «. 
Dickey,  18  Ga.  538 ;  'Coker  «.  Birge,  9 
Ga.  425,  livery    stable;     Harrison  v. 
Brooks,    20    Ga.    537,   livery    stable ; 
Bishop  V.  Banks,  33  Conn.  121,  slaugh 
ter-house  ;  Whitney  v.  Bartholomew, 
21  Conn.  218,  blacksmith  shop  ;  Smith 
V.  McConathy,  9  Miss.  517,  distillery ; 
NealB.  Henry,  Meigs  (Tenn.),  17,  stag- 
nant water  ;  Attorney-General  v.  Stew- 
ard, 5    N.    J.    415,   slaughter-house  ; 
Cleavelaud  v.  Citizens'  Gas-light  Co., 
30  N.J.  201 ,  gas  works  ;  Poudrette  Co.  v. 
Van  Keuren,  23  N.  J.  255  ;  Poudrette 
works ;    Flight  v.  Thomas,  10  Ad.  & 
El.,  manufacture   of   mixen ;  Rex  «. 
Pedley,  1  Ad.  &  El.  832,  privy ;  Dana 
V.  Valentine,  5   Met.  (Mass.)   8,   soap 
and  candle  manufactory ;   Roberts   v. 
Clarke,  17   L.   T.   (N.    S.)  384,  brick 
kiln    burned   with   coal   mixed   with 
animal  matter  ;  Grindley  v.  Booth,  13 
L.  T.  (N.  S.)  469,  boiling  horse  flesh 
and  carrion ;  Pinckney  v.  Ewens,  3  L. 
T.(N.  S.)  741,  tannery  ;  Manhattan  Gas 
Co.  «.  Barker,  36  How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  338, 
gas  works ;  Rhodes  v.  Whitehead,  37 
Texas,  304,  stagnant  water ;  Stynan  v. 
Hutchinson,  2  Selwyn,  1047,  tobacco 
mill ;  Aldred's  Case,  5  Coke,  59,  pig- 
sty,   dye-house;    Walter   v.  Selfe,    4 


Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  20,  vapors  from  brick 
kiln;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grabel,  .50  Dl.   241 
cattle  pens  ;  Morley  «.  Pragnall,  Cro. 
Car.  510,  tallow  furnace  ;  Rex   y.  Mor- 
ris, Ventris,  26,  brewery  ;  Kennedy  v. 
Phelps,  10  La.  An.  337,  place  for  cur 
ing  hides  ;  Com.  v.  Rum  ford  Chemical 
Works,  14  Gray  (Mass.),  331  ;   Attor- 
ney-General V.  Steward,  30  N.  J.  415, 
slaughter-house,    blood     from    which 
enters  stream  ;  Rex  v.  Pedley,  1  Ad. 
&    El.     832,    privy;     Scott    v.    Leith 
Commissioners  of  Police,  4  F.   1068 ; 
Hart  V.  Taylor,  4  Mur.  (Sc.)  313  ;  Glas- 
gow  Water-works   Co.  v.  Ward,  18  F. 
C.   (Sc.)  450,  glue  works  ;  Colville  v. 
Middletown,19  id.(Sc.)339,glue  works  ; 
Ballamy    «.   Comb,    17  id.    (Sc).  159, 
burning  black  ashes  of  soap;  Gullick 
V.  Tremlett,  20   W.    R.   358,   burning 
horses'  hoofs  ;  Knight  v.  Gardner,  19  L. 
T.  (N.S.)  673,  deodorizing    night  soil ; 
Kelt   V.    Lindsay,    17    F.  C.  (Sc.)  677, 
slaughter-house ;    Arnot  v.    Brown,  1 
Stuai't  (Sc.)  694,  candle  factorv ;    Far- 
quhar  ®.  Watson,   17   F.    C.   (Sc.)  693, 
preparing  tripe  ;  Charity  «.  Riddle,  14 
id.  (Sc.)  337,  glue  works;    Jamieson  «, 
Hillcote,  12    id.  (Sc.)    424,    preparing 
blood    for    Prussian   blue ;    Common- 
wealth V.  Reed,  34  Penn.  St.  275,  stag- 
nant  water ;    Harris    v.  Thompson,  9 
Barb.  (N.Y.  S.  C.)  350,  stagnant  water; 
Pickard  v.  Collins,  23  id.  444,  offensive 
smells  from  barn  ;  Townsend  v.  Peo- 
ple, 3  Hill  (N.  Y.)  479,  stagnant  water  ; 
State  1).  Stoughton,  5  Wis.  291,  stag- 
nant   water ;     Schuster    t>.   Board    of 
Health,  49  Barb.  (N.Y.    S.   C.)  450, 
slaughter  house ;  Savage  v.  Board  of 
Health,  33  id.  344,  depositing  manure ; 
Rochester  v.  Collins,  12  id.  559,  decay- 
ed vegetables  near  dwellings  ;  Howell 
V.  McCoy,  3  Rawle  (Pa.),  376,  pollution 
of  water  and  offensive  smell  from  tan- 
nery ;  Beach  v.  People,  11  Mich.  106, 
stagnant  water;  Wolcott  v.  Mellick,  3 
Stockt.  (N.  J.)  204 ;  State  v.  Wilson,  48 
N.   H.   415,  slaughter-house;  State  t". 
Shellyville,     4    Sneed     (Tenn.),    176. 
slaughter-house;  Dav  v.  State,  4  Wis. 
124 ;  Babcock  v.  N.  J.  Stock  Yard  Co., 
30  N.  J.  296. 
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smoke,  noxious  vapors,  noisome  smells,  dust  or  other  substances, 
or  gases  producing  injury  to  property  or  to  health,  or  impairing 
the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property,  is  a  nuisance,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  small  consequence  at  law,  whether  it  has  ever  been  held 
a  nuisance  before  or  not ;  if  it  amounts  to  an  actual  invasion  of 
another's  right,  it  is  actionable,  even  if  it  has  never  previously 
been  the  subject-matter  of  an  action.  At  law,  every  case  stands 
or  falls  upon  its  own  merits,  and,  if  the  special  facts  establish  the 
nuisance,  it  will  be  so  held,  although  never  so  held  before ;  and 
if  they.do  not  clearly  establish  the  nuisance,  the  action  must  fail, 
although  that  particular  use  of  property  has  been  held  a  nuisance 
in  a  thousand  instances. 

Sec.  532.  It  is  not  every  trifling  impregnation  of  the  atmos- 
phere that  creates  a  nuisance.  There  are  many  uses  of  property, 
for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  life,  that  produce  more  or  less  of 
discomfort,  and  where  these  are  necessary  incidents  of  the  ordin- 
ary use  of  property,  and  are  only  occasional,  and  produce  no  real 
or  substantial  damage,  they  must  be  borne  with  as  results  that 
cannot  reasonably  be  avoided.  But  where,  even  in  the  use  of 
property  for  ordinary  purposes,  the  ill  results  are  of  a  jpermanent 
or  frequent,  rather  than  of  an  occasional,  character ;  or  where  the 
ordinary  use  is  unreasonable,  in  view  of  the  location  and  the 
rights  of  others,  the  use  is  a  nuisance.'  So,  too,  the  damage  must 
be  real,  not  fanciful,  not  a  mere  annoyance  to  a  person  of  fas- 
tidious tastes  and  habits,  but  such  sensible  and  real  damage  as  a 
sensible  person,  if  subjected  to  it,  would  find  injurious  to  him.'' 

Sec.  533.  It  is  a  mere  question  of  injury  to  a  right.  If  a  sub- 
stantial right  is  invaded,  time  is  not  an  element  to  be  considered, 
so  far  as  the  right  of  recovery  is  concerned,  but  is  of  importance 
upon  the  question  of  damages.'  In  Ross  v.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green 
(N.  J.),  294,  it  was  held,  that  works  emitting  dense  volumes  of 
smoke,  laden  with  cinders,  in  a  populous  locality,  where  the  smoke 
and  cinders  fell  upon  adjoining  dwellings  and  penetrated  them,  . 

'  Fay  V.  Whitman,   100   Mass.   7S ;  Cleaveland  v.  Citizens'  Gas-light  Co., 

Pickard  v.  Collins,  23  Barb.   (N.  Y.)  20  N.  J.  201 ;  Rex  «.  Tindall,  4  Ad.  & 

444.  El.  143. 

-  Scott  V.  Firth,  10  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  240 ;  ^  Attorney-General  v.  Sheffield  Gas 

Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eug.  L.  &  Eq.  20 ;  Co.,  22  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  200. 


I 


676  KOISOME  SMELLS. 

producing  material  annoyance  and  discomfort,  were  a  nuisance, 
and  should  be  restrained  as  such,  even  though  thej  were  thus 
used  only  two  or  three  times  a  month,  and  then  only  for  an  hour 
or  two  each  time.* 

In  Attorney- General  v.  Sheffield  Gas  Co.^  19  Eng.  L.  &  Eq. 
639,  a  bill  was  brought  by  the  attorney-general,  to  restrain  the 
defendants  from  taking  up  the  pavements  in  Sheffield,  and  dig- 
ging trenches  therein,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  gas-pipes, 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  town  with  gas.  It  appeared 
that  the  defendants  contemplated  laying  down  about  seventy  miles 
of  pipe,  which  would  necessitate  the  digging  of  trenches  in  nearly 
all  the  streets  in  the  town.  It  was  claimed,  by  the  defendants, 
that  they  would  not  have  any  part  of  one  street  open  over  two 
days  at  a  time,  and,  usually,  not  over  two  hours,  and  that  the 
inconvenience  would  thus  be  small  and  trifling. 

Sir  G.  J.  Turner,  L.  J.,  in  delivering  an  opinion  denying  the 
injunction,  among  other  reasons  for  denying  the  relief  prayed 
for  in  the  bill,  said,  "As  to  laying  down  the  pipes,  that  is  a  case 
of  mere  temporary  inconvenience,  for  when  the  pipes  are  laid 
down  the  work  which  has  been  done  is  entirely  completed,  it  is 
done  once  for  all.  *  *  *  The  inconvenience  will  be  tem- 
porary, applying  only  to  a  particular  part  of  the  town,  not  afiect- 
ing  the  general  body  of  the  inhabitants  to  any  extent  that  will 
render  it  inconvenient."  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  court  in 
this  case  proceeded  upon  the  ground  that  time  is  to  be  considered 
upon  the  question  of  granting  an  injunction  to  restrain  a  nui- 
sance, and  that,  indeed,  it  is  a  question  to  be  considered  in  deter- 
mining whether  any  nuisance  has  been  created.  Knight  Bruce, 
L.  J.,  combatted  this  position  of  a  majority  of  the  court  in  an 
able  opinion,  in  which  he  laid  down  the  doctrine  that  time  is  not 
an  element  in  determining  the  question,  but  that  the  real  ques- 
tion to  be  considered  is,  whether  the  rights  of  individuals  or  the 
public  have  been  violated.  This  case  was  heard  in  February, 
1853,  and  the  defendants  having  commenced  operations,  an  indict- 
ment was  obtained  against  them  for  creating  a  public  nuisance 
by  obstructing  the  public  streets,  and  a  verdict  of  guilty  was 

>  In  Commonwealth  «.  Gallagher,  1    the  maintenance  of  a  nuisance  for  only 
Allen  (Mass.),  593,  it  was  held,  that    two  hours  is  actionable. 
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rendered  against  them.  Upon  appeal  the  question  was  heard  in 
Queen's  Bench  in  June,  1853,  and  the  verdict  was  sustained,  the 
court  holding  that  even  a  temporary  obstruction  of  the  streets 
for  purposes  not  incident  to  their  use,  is  an  indictable  nuisance. 

Sec.  534.  In  the  case  of  nuisances  created  by  trades  or  uses  of 
property  that  create  a  nuisance  by  the  production  of  smoke, 
noxious  vapors  or  noisome  smells,  which  are  sent  over  public 
streets  as  well  as  the  premises  of  private  individuals,  or  that  affect 
the  premises  of  a  large  number  of  individuals  injuriously,  and 
thus  become  a  public  nuisance,  the  question  has  been  much 
mooted  whether  private  actions,  for  injuries  resulting  from  the 
works,  can  be  maintained.  It  is  now  well  settled  by  the  courts, 
both  in  this  country  and  England,  that  private  injuries  resulting 
from  smoke,  noxious  vapors,  noisome  smells,  noise,  or  any  other 
cause  creating  a  public  nuisance,  are  a  proper  ground  for  private 
actions,  and  that  an  interference  with  the  comfortable  enjoyment 
of  property  within  the  sphere  of  the  nuisance,  is  a  sufficient 
special  and  particular  damage,  to  uphold  individual  actions  for 
damao-es. 


o" 


Sec.  535.  In  Francis  v.  SchoellTcoppf,  53  W.  Y.  152,  Grovee, 
J.,  in  language  at  once  characteristic,  and  pregnant  with  that 
vigorous  common  sense  that  is  evinced  in  all  of  his  opinions, 
thus  disposes  of^ilj^s  fallacy  :  "  The  idea  that  if,  by  a  wrongful 
act,  a  serious  injuw  is  inflicted  upon  a  single  individual,  a  recovery 
may  be  had  tllRrefor  against  the  wrong-doer,  and  that  if,  by  the 
same  act,  numbers  are  so  injured,  no  recovery  can  be  had  by  any 
one,  is  absurd.  This,  stripped  of  its  verbiage,  is  the  ground  of 
the  motion.  It  is  said  that  holding  the  defendant  liable  to  respond 
in  damages  to  each  one  injured,  will  lead  to  a  multiplicity  of  suitlT 
This  is  true,  but  it  is  no  defense  to  a  wrong- doer  when  called 
upon  to  compensate  for  the  damages  sustained  by  his  wrongful 
act,  to  show  that  he,  by  the  same  act,  inflicted  a  like  injury  upon 
a  large  number  of  persons.  The  position  is  not  sustained  by  any 
authority.  *  *  *  The  rule  is  that  one  erecting  or  maintain- 
ing a  common  nuisance  is  not  liable  to  an  action  at  the  suit  of 
one  who  has  sustained  no  damage  therefrom,  except  such  as  is 
73 
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common  to  the  entire  community,  yet  he  is  liable  at  the  suit  of 
one  who  has  sustained  damage  peculiar  to  himself,  no  matter  how 
numerous  the  persons  may  be  who  have  sustained  this  peculiar 
damage,  each  is  entitled  to  compensation  for  his  injury."  The 
action  in  this  case  was  for  injuries  arising  from  noxious  smells 
emitted  from  the  defendant's  tannery.^ 

In  Ottawa  Gas  Co.  v.  Thompson,  39  111.  598,  the  action  was 
brought  to  recover  for  damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  in  con- 
sequence of  the  discomfort  produced  in  the  occupancy  of  his 
premises  by  reason  of  the  noxious  smells  arising  from  the  defend- 
ant's gas  works.  It  was  shown  that  the  works  were  a  public 
nuisance,  and  it  was  objected  to  a  recovery  that  an  action  for  pri- 
vate damages  could  not  be  maintained,  in  that,  discomfort  pro- 
duced in  the  occupancy  of  the  premises  was  not  such  special 
damages  as  entitled  a  private  person  to  maintain  an  action.  But 
the  court  held  that  the  action  could  be  maintained,  and  that  the 
rendering  of  one's  dwelling  uncomfortable,  by  sending  into  it 
noxious  smells  from  a  public  nuisance,  is  a  special  injury  such  as 
is  not  common  to  all  the  public. 

In  Wesson  v.  Washhurti  Iron  Co.,  13  Allen  (Mass.),  95,  the 
same  question  arose  in  an  action  for  an  injury  to  the  enjoyment 
of  an  inn,  by  sending  into  it  smoke  and  dust  from  the  defendants' 
iron  works.  It  was  shown  that  the  works  were  a  common  nui- 
sance, and  it  was  insisted  that  no  recovery  could  be  had  for  pri- 
vate damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  therefrom  in  the  manner 
charged  in  the  declaration.  But  the  court  held  that  the  action 
was  maintainable,  and  in  a  very  able  and  exhaustive  opinion  laid 
down  the  doctrine,  that  injuries  to  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of 
real  property  from  a  public  nuisance  created  by  smoke,  noxious 
vapors  or  noisome  smells,  raised  such  special  and  particular  inju- 
ries as  would  sustain  a  private  action.'' 

'    The     opinion    of     Lord    Ellen-  v.  Hall,  9  Wend.   (N.  Y.)  318,  where 

BOROUGH  in  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Dews-  the  very  ground  upon  which  the  ac- 

nap,  16  East,  196,  exhibits  equal  sever-  tion  was  upheld,  was  that  the  nuisance 

ity  in  disposing  of  a  similar  question,  was   public,  so   that  the   doctrine   of 

See  infra,  sec.  538.  prescription    would    not    apply.      In 

*  In  Catlin  v.  Valentine,  9  Paige  (N.  Sampson  v.  Smith,  8  Sim.  372,  a  pri- 

Y.),  574,  a  private  action  was  sustained  vate  action  for  injuries  arising  from 

for  injuries  from  a  public  nuisance,  smoke,  which  was  a  public  nuisance, 

after  the  defendant  had  been  indicted  was  sustained,  and  Mr.  Knight  Bruce, 

therofor.     See  8  Johns.  Cas.  91.     Mills  afterward  vice-chancellor,  in  his  argiu 
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In  Peck  V.  Elder,  3  Sandf.  (N.  Y.)  126,  an  action  for  an 
injunction  at  the  suit  of  private  persons  was  maintained,  and  a 
perpetual  injunction  granted,  even  though  the  nuisance  was  pub- 
lic, and  even  though  the  defendant  was  indicted  and  fined  there- 
for, after  the  bringing  of  the  bill,  and  before  the  final  hearing. 

Sec.  536.  In  Soltau  v.  DeHeld,  9  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  104,  the  question 
of  the  right  of  an  individual  to  maintain  an  action  for  private 
damages,  resulting  to  him  from  a  public  nuisance,  was  thoroughly 
discussed  by  Kinderslet,  Y.  C,  and,  after  an  exhaustive  review 
of  all  the  English  authorities,  he  lays  down  the  doctrine  that, 
where  a  person  sustains  a  special  damage  from  a  public  nuisance, 
whether  by  noise  (as  in  the  case  he  had  in  hand)  or  smoke, 
noxious  vapors  or  noisome  smells,  or  any  other  cause,  he  may 
maintain  an  action  therefor,  no  matter  how  many  may  have  sus- 
tained a  like  injury. 

Sec.  537.  This  doctrine  is  not  at  all  in  conflict  with  the  rule 
that  "  no  man  can  have  a  private  action  for  an  injury  that  is 
common  to  all  the  public ; "  for,  in  such  cases,  the  injury  is  not 
common,  and  cannot,  by  any  process  of  reasoning,  be  said  to  be. 
A  person  residing,  or  having  a  place  of  business,  within  the 
immediate  sphere  of  such  a  nuisance  sustains  injuries  which  the 
rest  of  the  public,  who  merely  suffer  an  annoyance  when  casually 
coming  in  contact  with  it,  do  not  sustain.  Persons  owning  prop- 
erty within  the  sphere  of  the  nuisance  sustain  that  damage  which 
is  incident  to  the  deterioration  of  property  in  such  localities  and 
from  such  causes,  and  those  residing  or  doing  business  there  are  • 
subjected  to  a  degree  of  annoyance  and  personal  discomfort 
which  is  far  in  excess  of  that  sustained  by  other  members  of  the 
public.  To  them,  and  each  of  them,  no  matter  how  numerous, 
the  nuisance  is  private  as  well  as  public.     It  inflicts  upon  them, 

ment,  laid   down   the  doctrine  which  a  public  nuisance,  it  is  a  private  nui- 

has  been  adopted  by  the  courts  ever  sance  also,  and  loe  do  not  apply  for  relief 

since,  as  controlling  this  question.  He  in  respect  of  the  public  nuisance.  *  *  * 

said,  "  Every  individual  may  maintain  Every  individual  who  sustains  an  in- 

an  action,  or  file  a  bill  in  respect  of  a  jury  from  a  public  nuisance  may  sue 

public  nuisance,  provided  he  sustains  in  respect  of  it,  but  when  the  subject 

any  particular   damage.     The   public  of    the   complaint  is  merely  a  public 

and  the  private  right  have  nothing  to  wrong,  an   information  must  be  filed 

do  with  each   other.     Supposing  the  by  the  attorney-general." 
nuisance  complained  of  in  this  bill  is 
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in  all  respects,  all  the  injury  requisite  to  enable  them  to  maintain 
an  action  ;  and  the  fact  that  many  more  persons  are  similarly 
situated  in  reference  to  the  same  nuisance,  in  no  measure  operates 
to  deprive  them  of  their  remedy.  If  they  sit  idly  by,  and  allow 
the  injury  to  go  on,  to  be  continued  for  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
their  estates  have  become  burdened  with  a  servitude  in  favor  of 
the  wrong-doer,  who,  by  reason  of  having  injured  a  multitude  of 
persons,  has,  if  the  contrary  doctrine  was  to  be  held,  tied  the 
hands  of  each  and  all  of  them,  and  compelled  them  to  allow  their 
estates  to  be  burdened  with  an  easement  in  his  favor.  Such  is 
not,  and  never  has  been,  the  law.  All  the  cases,  from  Morley  v. 
Pragnall,  Cro.  Car.  510,  down  to  the  present  time,  have  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  ground,  that  a  person  owning  property,  or  resid- 
ing or  having  a  place  of  business,  within  the  sphere  of  a  public 
nuisance,  arising  from  smoke,  noxious  vapors  or  noisome  smells, 
thereby  sustained  a  special  and  particular  damage,  apart  from  the 
rest  of  the  public,  that  would  uphold  an  action  for  private  dam- 
ages. In  Morley  v.  Pragnall,  the  tallow  factory,  from  which  the 
injury  proceeded,  was  situated  upon  a  public  street  in  London, 
and  was  clearly  a  public  and  indictable  nuisance ;  yet  an  action 
was  upheld  for  the  private  injury  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  in  the 
loss  of  his  guests,  and  no  question  was  raised  as  to  his  right  of 
recovery,  because  the  injury  arose  from  a  public  nuisance. 

'Sec.  538.  In  the  case  of  The  King  v.  Dewsnap^  16  East,  196, 
which  was  an  indictment  for  maintaining  a  steam-engine  with 
a  furnace  for  burning  coal,  whereby  the  air  was  charged  with 
smoke  and  noxious  smells,  to  the  serious  annoyance  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, on  a  motion  to  set  aside  a  rule  for  the  taxation  of  costs  in 
favor  of  the  parties  aggrieved  by  the  nuisance,  it  was  insisted 
that,  this  being  a  public  nuisance,  no  one  could  be  said  to  be 
specially  grieved  thereby.  In  disposing  of  this  question,  Lord 
Ellenborough  said  :  "  I  did  not  expect  that  it  would  have  been 
disputed  at  this  day,  though  a  nuisance  may  be  public,  yet  that 
there  may  be  a  special  grievance  arising  out  of  the  common  cause 
of  injury,  which  presses  more  w^on  particular  individuals  than 
upon  others  not  so  immediately  within  the  influences  of  it. 
In  the  case  of  stopping  a  common  highway,  which  may  affect  all 
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the  subjects,  yet,  if  any  person  sustains  a  special  injury  from  it, 
he  has  an  action.  This  must  necessarily  be  a  special  grievance 
to  those  who  live  within  the  direct  influence  of  the  nuisance,  and 
are,  therefore,  parties  aggrieved  within  the  statute  allowing  such 
parties  costs." 

Sec.  539.  In  Robbings  Case,  16  Yiner's  Abr.  27,  the  injury  to 
his  goods  was  sustained  by  the  maintenance  by  the  defendant,  of 
a  brewery  upon  a  public  street  in  London,  which  was  clearly  a 
public  nuisance ;  and  yet  no  question  was  raised,  in  that  case,  as  to 
the  defendant's  right  of  recovery,  because  many  other  traders 
might  have  sustained  a  similar  injury,  and  that  thus  a  multi- 
plicity of  actions  would  be  encouraged.  The  plaintiff,  in  that 
case,  had  a  verdict  for  £60,  and  the  nuisance  was  upon  Bedford 
street,  which  was  full  of  traders. 

Sec.  510.  But  without  stopping  to  review  the  cases,  it  is  now 
well  settled  in  the  courts  of  this  country  and  England,  that  actions 
may  be  sustained  for  private  damages  resulting  to  individuals  from 
public  nuisances  of  smoke,  vapors,  noxious  smells,  noise  or  other 
cause,  where,  by  reason  of  residence  or  ownership  of  property 
within  the  sphere  of  the  nuisance,  they  are  subjected  to  a  greater 
damage  than  the  rest  of  the  public' 

Sec.  511.  Indictments  may  be  maintained  for  a  nuisance  to  the 
public,  by  smoke,  noxious  vapors,  noisome  smells  or  noise,  where 
the  trade  or  use  of  property  producing  it  is  located  in  a  public 
place  or  near  a  public  street  or  highway  so  as  to  prove  offensive 
to  the  public  in  the  exercise  of  their  common  rights.     It  is  not 

'  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  In  Powers  v.  Irish,  23  Mich.  429,  the 
20 ;  Soltau  v.  De  Held,  9  id.  104 ;  Gas  plaintiff  in  passing  over  a  navigable 
Co.  v.  Thompson,  39  111.  168  ;  Francis  stream  with  rafts  of  lumber,  was  de- 
v.  S.choellkoppf,  53  N.  Y.  156 ;  Wesson  tained  by  the  defendant's  dam,  so  that 
D.Washbum  Iron  Co.,13  Allen  (Mass.),  he  lost  the  sale  of  his  lumber  at  such 
95  ;  Brown  v.  Watrous,  47  Me.  161,  in  prices  as  he  otherwise  would  have 
which  it  was  held  that  a  person  return-  obtained .  He  recovered  a  verdict  of 
ing  home  over  a  highway  which  has  $4,000,  the  court  holding  that  although 
been  obstructed  by  another,  whereby  the  nuisance  wag  public,  yet  the  de- 
he  is  compelled  to  take  a  more  circuit-  tention  of  a  person  passing  over  it 
ous  route,  is  entitled  to  recover  the  with  his  property,  was  such  special 
damage  thus  sustained,  and  the  fact  damage  as  would  uphold  an  action, 
that  the  road  led  to  his  home  sustains 
the  special  claim  for  damages. 
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necessary  that  the  nuisance  should  be  injurious  to  health,  it  is 
sufficient  if  it  is  offensive  to  the  senses,  and  of  such  a  character 
as,  if  applicable  to  an  individual  only,  would  uphold  a  private 
action  for  damages.' 
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•  Rex  V.  Niel,  3  C.  &  P.  485 ;  Rex  v.  Com.  v.  Wilson,  43  N.  H.  140 ;  Town 

Cross,  id.  483;  Rex  v.  White,  1  Bur.  send  «.  People,  3  Hill  (N.Y.),  479;  Mun 

333;  People  v.  Taylor,  6  Park.  Cr.  (N.  son  v.  People,  5  Park.  Cr.  (N.  Y.)  16; 

Y.)  347  ;  Prescott's  Case,  3  City  Hall  Smith  v.  McConathy,  11  Mo.  517;  State 

Recorder  (N.Y.),  161 ;  Richard's  Case.  «.  Payson,  37  Me.  361  ;  Com.  v.  Reed, 

6  id.  61;  State-o.  Stoughton,  5  Wis.391;  34  Penn.  St.  375  ;  Com.  «.  Kidder,  107 

Ashbrook  v.  State,  1  Bush.  (Ky.)  139  ;  Mass.  188 ;  Com.  v.   Chemical  Works, 

Com,  V.  Upton,  6   Gray  (Mass.),  476  ;  14  Gray  (Mass.),  331. 
Com.  V.  Van  Sickle,  4  Penn.  L.  J.  164; 
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Sec.  565.  Dwellings  must  not  be  devoted  to  use  for  noisy  trades,  when  near 
others. 

566.  Use  of  part  of  dwelling  for  stable,  noise  from  when  a  nuisance. 

567.  Noise  in  dwellings  when  a  nuisance. 

568.  Injury  must  be  established. 

569.  Presence  of  other  nuisances  no  excuse,  but  locality  and  its  uses  may 

be  shown. 

570.  Mere  diminution  of  value  of  property,  unless  occasioned  by  unlaw- 

ful uses  of  adjoining  property,  does  not  establish  nuisance. 

571.  School-house  near  dwellings  not  necessarily  a  nuisance. 

572.  Rule  in  McKeon  v.  See. 

573.  Injuries  to  churches  and  other  public  buildings  from  noise,  when 

actionable. 

574.  Persons  disturbed  sustaining  no  particular  injury,  cannot  maintaiu 

an  action. 

Sec.  542.  It  is  now  well  settled  that  noise  alone,  unaccom- 
panied with  smoke,  noxious  vapors  or  noisome  smells,  may  create 
a  nuisance  and  be  the  subject  of  an  action  at  law  for  damages, 
in  equity  for  an  injunction,  or  of  an  indictment  as  a  public 
offense.' 

In  Qrump  v.  Lambert^  that  eminent  English  jurist,  Lord 
EoMiLLY,  said :  "  "With  respect  to  the  question  of  law,  I  consider 
it  to  be  established  by  numerous  decisions  that  smoke,  unac- 
companied with  noise  or  noxious  vapor,  that  noise  alone,  that 
otfensive  vapors  alone,  although  not  injurious  to  health,  may 
severally  constitute  a  nuisance  to  the  owner  of  neighboring  or 
adjoining  property.  That  if  they  do  so,  substantial  damages 
may  be  recovered  at  law,  and  that  this  court,  if  applied  to,  will 
restrain  the  continuance  of  the  nuisance  by  injunction  in  all 
cases  where  substantial  damages  could  be  recovered  at  law." ' 
In  this  case,  the  injury  resulted  from  a  combination  of  smoke, 
noxious  vapors  and  noise,  which  proceeded  from  the  defendant's 
premises,  adjoining  the  plaintiff's,  at  Walsall^  in  Staffordshire^ 
where  he  carried  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  iron  bedsteads. 
The  doctrine,  and  indeed  the  language  of  this  case  upon  this 

'  Crump   V.  Lambert,  3   L.   R.  (Eq.  ^  Crump  n.  Lambert,   3  L.   R.   (Eq. 

Cas.)  409  ;  Davidson  ■».  Isham,  1  Stockt.  Cas.)  409. 

(N.  J.)   186;    Rhodes   v.   Dunbar,  58  ^  ElHotson ®.  Feetham, 3  Ring.  (N.  C.) 

Penn.   St.  374;  Soltau  v.  De  Held,  9  134;  Soltau  1J.  De  Held,  3  Sun.  (N.  S.) 

Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  104 ;  RoskeU  «.  Whit-  133. 
worth,  19  Weekly  Rep.  804. 
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point,  has  been  adopted  by  several  American  cases/  and  the 
principle  that  underlies  the  doctrine  has  long  been  recognized 
and  acted  on  by  the  court." 

Sec.  543.  It  is  not  every  trifling  or  occasional  noise,  such  as  is 
incident  to  an  ordinary  use  of  property,  that  creates  a  nuisance. 
A  carpenter  may  pursue  his  trade  at  reasonable  hours  in  any 
localit}',  and,  in  the  reasonable  exercise  of  his  trade,  in  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings,  the  noise  usually  incident  thereto  does  not 
create  an  actionable  nuisance,  because  people  must  yield  some- 
what of  their  rights  that  houses  may  be  built,  and  some  of  their  , 
quiet  and  repose,  so  desirable  in  dwellings,  must  be  given  up,  if 
they  live  in  towns  or  in  public  places,  that  business  may  go  on." 
But  he  may  not  establish  a  shop  for  the  prosecution  of  his  trade 
in  the  vicinity  of  dwellings,  so  as  to  seriously  disturb  the  quiet 
and  repose  of  those  residing  or  doing  business  in  the  vicinity.        ■ 

So  when  a  lawful  trade,  productive  of  noise,  that  is  not  a  1 
nuisance,  if  confined  to  proper  hours  of  the  day,  is  exercised  so 
near  to  dwellings,  and  at  such  unusual  and  unreasonable  hours  as 
to  disturb  the  rest  of  those  dwelling  there,  it  is  a  nuisance,  and 
as  destructive  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  a  neighborhood  as 
the  most  destructive  vapors  or  smells.* 

Sec.  544.  In  Dennis  v.  Eckhardt,  3  Grant  (Penn.  St.),  390, 
which  was  an  application  to  restrain  a  tinman  from  exercising  his 
trade  in  a  building  adjoining  the  plaintiff's  house,  because  of  the 
intense  noise  made  thereby,  and  because  the  trade  was  exercised  » 
at  unreasonable  hours,  Thompson,  J.,  said:  "  The  case  in  hand  is 

1  Davidson  v.  Isliam,  1  Stockt.  (N.  J.)  ford  v.  Wolverhampton,  etc.,  1  H.  &  N. 
186;  Ross  v.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green,  34;  Davidson  «.  Isham,  1  Stockt.  (N.  J.) 
274.  186;  Fish  v.  Dodge,  4  Denio  (N.  Y.), 

2  Bradley  r.  Gill,  Lutwytch,  69 ;  Sty-  311;  Dargan  v.  Waddell,  9  Ired.  (N. 
nan  n.  Hutchinson,  3  Selwyn's  N.  P.  C.)  244 ;  Martin  v.  Nutken,  2  P.  Wms. 
1129;  Rex  v.  Pierce,  2  Shower;  Daw-  266;  Roskell  «.  Whitworth,  17  W.  R, 
Bon  v.  Moore,  6  C.  &  P.  23 ;  Fish  v.  804;  White  v.  Cohen,  19  Bng.  Law  & 
Dodge,  4  Denio  (N.  Y.),  311;  Rex  v.  Eq.  146;  Burdett  «.  Sweenson,  17  Tex. 
Smith,  1  Strange,  704 ;  Com.  v.  Tay-  489 ;  Baptist  Church  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  5 
lor,  4  Binn.  (Penn.)  277;  Davidson  v.  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)79  ;  Baptist  Church 
Isham,  1  Stockt.  (N.  J.)  186.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  id.  313  ;  Soltau  ■».  De 

3  Duncan  B.Hayes,  23  N.J.  26;  Gaunt  Held,  9  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  104;  Spar- 
V.  Finney,  8  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  8 ;  4  hawk  v.  Union  R.  R.,  Phila.  Leg.  In. 
Moak's  Eng.  Rep.  718.  (Penn.)  Nov.  33,   1867 ;  54  Penn.  St. 

*  Bradley  v.  Gill,  Lutwytch,  69;  Mum-    401. 
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the  shop  of  a  tinsmith  and  sheet-iron  worker,  who,  it  seems,  has 
erected  his  shop,  a  very  loose,  thin  building,  made  of  boards,  some 
eight  feet  from  the  back  building  and  sleeping  rooms  of  the  com- 
plainant, and  there  carries  on  work,  generally  beginning  in  the 
morning  before  or  by  daylight,  and  resuming  it  again  in  the  even- 
ing at  or  about  8  o'clock  and  keeping  it  up  till  11  o'clock  at 
night,  having,  generally,  employment  elsewhere  during  the  day. 
The  noise  of  hammering  and  pounding  in  such  an  establishment, 
we  well  know,  is  usually  very  great,  and  the  affidavits  describe  it 
as  intolerable  in  this  instance ;  so  much  so,  that  the  complain- 
ant and  his  family  can  hardly  hear  each  other  converse ;  have 
been  compelled  to  abandon  their  chambers  next  to  the  shop,  and 
are  every  night  and  morning  deprived  of  their  rest  by  the  per- 
sistent hammerino:  of  the  defendant.  *  *  *  I  have  no 
doubt  that  these  noises  are  a  nuisance,  if  a  nuisance  can  be 
created  by  such  means.  *  *  *  We  have  many  cases  in  the 
books,  English  and  American,  of  recoveries  against  lawful  estab- 
Kshments,  manufactories  and  the  like,  on  account  of  annoyances 
from  noise.  Such  recovery  could  only  be  had  on  the  ground  of 
nuisance." 

Sec.  545.  In  Dargan  v.  Waddell^^  an  action  was  brought 
against  the  defendant  for  injuries  resulting  to  the  plaintiff  from 
the  noise  made  by  the  defendant's  horses  by  stamping  at  night 
in  his  livery  stable,  situated  near  the  plaintiff's  dwelling.  A 
verdict  was  rendered  for  the  plaintiff,  which  was  upheld  by  the 
court  on.  appeal. 

Sec.  546.  In  Bishop  v.  BanTcs^  33  Conn.  121,  the  plaintiff 
brought  an  action  for  damages,  among  other  causes,  arising  from 
the  noise  made  by  the  bleating  of  calves  and  other  animals  at 
night  in  the  cattle-pen  of  the  defendant,  near  the  plaintift^'s 
dwelling,  by  reason  of  which  his  family  was  disturbed  and  broken 
of  its  rest.     The  court  held  that  this  was  an  actionable  nuisance. 

Seo.  547.  In  Soltau  v.  De  Held,  9  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  104,*  which 
is  justly  regarded  as  a  leading  case  upon  the  law  of  nuisances  as 

1  Dargan  v.  Waddell,  9  Ired.  (N.  C.)  244. 
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applicable  to  noise,  the  defendant  was  restrained  from  ringing 
the  bells  of  a  church  in  a  building  adjoining  the  plaintifl''8 
dwelling-house,  upon  the  ground  that  the  noise  of  the  bells  was 
a  nuisance  to  the  plaintiff  and  his  family.  The  facts  of  the  case 
were  briefly  as  follows :  The  plaintiff  was  the  tenant  for  an 
unexpired  term  of  a  part  of  a  mansion-house,  which  was  divided 
into  two  dwellings,  with  no  party-wall  between  them.  That,  in 
1848,  the  other  dwelling-house  was  purchased  and  converted 
into  a  church,  called  the  "  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Chapel."  A 
wooden  frame  was  erected  on  the  roof  of  the  house,  and  a  bell 
was  placed  therein,  which  was  rung  five  days  in  the  week,  five 
times  each  day,  and  continued  for  about  ten  minutes  at  each 
ringing,  and  commencing,  usually,  as  early  as  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  In  May,  1851,  a  church,  capable  of  holding  400  per- 
sons, was  erected  on  the  ground  attached  to  the  premises  so  used 
as  a  chapel,  with  a  steeple  100  feet  high,  in  which  six  bells  were 
placed,  and,  on  occasions  when  the  church  was  open,  were  rung 
nearly  the  whole  day.  In  June,  1851,  the  plaintiff  brought  a  suit  at 
law  against  the  defendant  for  the  nuisance,  and  recovered  a  verdict 
of  405.  damages.  Upon  this  state  of  facts,  Kindersley,  V.  C, 
granted  an  injunction,  restraining  the  defendant,  who  was  the 
superintendent  of  the  religious  ceremonies  carried  on  in  the 
church,  from  ringing  the  bells  so  as  to  occasion  any  nuisance, 
annoyance  or  disturbance  to  the  plaintiff's  family  residing  in  the 
dwelling-house  mentioned  in  the  bill.  In  commenting  upon  the 
annoyance  arising  from  the  ringing  of  bells  in  a  building  located 
with  reference  to  a  dwelling,  as  the  dwelling  in  this  case,  was  to 
the  church  in  which  the  bells  complained  of  were  rung,  he  said : 
"Now,  a  chime  of  bells  may  be,  and  no  doubt  is,  an  extreme 
nuisance,  and,  perhaps,  an  intolerable  nuisance  to  a  person  who 
lives  within  a  very  few  feet  or  yards  of  those  bells ;  but  to  a  person 
who  lives  at  a  distance  from  them,  although  he  is  within  reach  of 
the  sound,  though  he  is  within  the  sphere  of  their  operations, 
within  the  influence  of  their  effect,  so  far  from  its  being  a  nui- 
sance, an  inconvenience,  it  may  be  a  positive  pleasure." 

Sec.  548.  The  real  test  as  to  whether  a  noisy  trade  is  a  nui- 
sance in  a  particular  locality,  and  to  a  particular  person  in  the 
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enjoyment  of  his  property,  is,  whether  it  is  of  such  a  character 
as  would  be  likely  to  be  physically  annoying  to  a  person  of 
ordinary  sensibilities,'  or  whether  it  is  carried  on  at  such  unreason- 
able hours  as  to  disturb  the  repose  of  people  dwelling  within  its 
sphere.  In  determining  this  question,  regard  is  not  always  to  be 
had  so  much  to  the  quantity,  as  to  the  quality  of  the  noise.  A 
noise  may  be  comparatively  slight,  such  as  arises  from  the  filing 
of  some  classes  of  metals  or  substances,  and  yet  so  affect  the  ner- 
vous system  as  to  produce  absolute  physical  pain  in  persons  of 
ordinary  sensibilities,  while  the  heavy  blows  of  a  ponderous  trip- 
hammer might  produce  no  unpleasant  sensations  whatever." 
Therefore,  regard  is  always  to  be  had  to  the  character  or  quality 
(so  to  speak)  of  the  noise,  as  well  as  the  quantity  and  the  time 
during  which  it  exists.' 

The  matter  is  to  be  looked  at  reasonably,  and,  in  view  of  the 
location,  and  all  the  surrounding  circumstances,  the  jury  are 
to  say  whether  the  noise  complained  of  amounts  to  a  nuisance ; 
to  such  an  injury  as  a  reasonable  person,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, ought  not  reasonably  be  subjected  to. 

Sec.  549.  A  distinction  is  also  made  between  noises  arising 
from  a  lawful  trade,  and  those  arising  from  malicious  or  mischievous 
motives,  or  such  as  are  produced  for  no  useful  purpose.*  The 
music  of  a  hand-organ  or  a  brass  band  may,  for  a  short  time,  be 
pleasant  to  the  ear ;  but,  if  kept  up  for  undue  periods  of  time,  it 
becomes  a  serious  annoyance,  productive  of  absolute  physical  dis- 
comfort and  an  intolerable  nuisance,  and  would  be  actionable  as 
such.  In  Rex  v.  Smithy  the  defendant  was  indicted  for  a  nui- 
sance, by  making  a  loud  noise  with  a  speaking-trumpet  in  the 
night-time,  whereby  the  neighborhood  was  disturbed,  and  the 
indictment  was  sustained,  and  the  conviction  upheld.  In  Common- 
wealth V.  Taylor^  5  Binn.  (Penn.)  277,  the  defendant  broke  into 

'  Davidson  v.  Isham,  1  Stockt.  (N.  J.)  *  Lord    Cranworth,    in    Attorney- 

186.  General  v.  Sheffield  Gas  Co.,  19  Eng. 

^  Dargan  v.  Waddell,  9  Ired.  (N.  C.)  L.  &  Eq.  639  ;  Walker  v.  Brewster,  5 
344  ;  Dennis  v.  Eckliard,  .3  Grant  L.  R.  (Eq.  Gas.)  31 ;  Soltau  v.  De  Held, 
(Penn.  St.),  .390 ;  Bishop  v.  Banks,  33  9  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  104 ;  Inchbald  v.  Bar- 
Conn.  121.  rington,  4  L.  R.  (CTi.  App.)  488. 

2  Dennis  ■«.  Eckhardt,  8  Grant  (Penn.),  ^  gex  «.  Smith,  1  Stra.  704;  Backus 

390  ;   Dargan  v.  Waddell,  9   Ired.  (N.  n.  State,  4  Ind.  114 ;  Commonwealth  u 

C.)  244.  Taylor,  5  Binn.  (Penn.)  377. 
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a  house  and  made  a  great  noise,  frightening  the  inmates  so  that 
the  wife  of  one  of  the  residents  there  miscarried.  He  was 
indicted  for  a  nuisance,  and,  being  convicted,  the  conviction  was 
sustained.  It  would  hardly  be  advisable,  however,  to  hazard  the 
experiment  of  seeking  a  conviction  under  similar  circumstances 
at  the  present  day,  as  by  no  possible  process  of  reasoning  can 
such  an  offense  be  construed  as  a  public  nuisance.  If  the  noise 
had  been  made  in  the  public  street,  so  as  to  be  a  public  annoy- 
ance, the  conviction  might  properly  have  been  upheld ;  but,  being 
confined  to  a  single  dwelling-house,  it  was  in  no  sense,  within  the 
rule,  applicable  to  this  class  of  offenses. 

In  Carrington  v.  Tylor,  11  East,  571,  the  plaintiff  brought  an 
action  on  the  case  against  the  defendant  for  willfully  making 
loud  noises,  by  discharging  guns,  whereby  he  was  disturbed  in 
the  exercise  of  his  right  in  taking  wild  ducks,  by  his  decoys 
being  frightened  away.  The  court  held  that,  although  the  plain- jB 
tiff  was  engaged  in  taking  wild  fowl  upon  a  public  stream,  yet,^B 
that,  as  he  had  a  right  to  hunt  there,  the  defendant  had  no  right 
willfully  to  disturb  him  in  the  exercise  of  this  right,  and  the 
plaintiff  had  a  verdict  for  £2  damages,  which  was  sustained  on 
appeal, 

-  In  Keeble  v.  Heckeringill,  11  East,'  547,  a  similar  action  was 
brought,  except  that  in  this  instance  the  plaintiff  was  disturbed 
in  the  taking  of  wild  fowl  in  a  decoy  pond  upon  his  own  premises, 
and  the  noises  made  by  the  defendant  were  also  made  upon  his 
own  premises,  but  with  the  view  and  purpose  of  frightening  away 
the  ducks  from  the  plaintiff's  pond.  Lord  Holt,  0.  J.,  in  noting 
the  distinction  between  a  disturbance  arising  from  malicious  and 
lawful  acts,  said,  "  Suppose  the  defendant  had  shot  in  his  own 
ground ;  if  he  had  occasion  to  shoot,  it  would  have  been  one 
thing  ;  but  to  shoot  on  purpose  to  damage  the  plaintiff,  is  another 
thing,  and  a  wrong,"  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  an  accidental 
noise,  or  one  that  arises  from  the  lawful  exercise  of  a  right,  may 
not  be  an  actionable  nuisance,  even  though  specially  injurious  to 
others,  but,  if  it  is  made  with  the  view  and  purpose  of  creating 
a  special  injury,  it  will  be  actionable,  although  it  only  becomes  so 
by  the  presence  of  improper  motives. 
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Seo.  650.  A  trade  cannot  be  carried  on  in  a  locality  where,  by 
reason  of  the  noise  incident  to  the  business,  it  produces  damage 
to  others,  and  the  diminution  of  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of 
life  or  property  is  regarded  as  a  sufficient  damage  to  uphold  an 
action. 

In  Fish  V.  Bodge,  4  Denio  (N.  Y.),  311,  the  plaintiff  was  the 
owner  and  occupant  of  a  dwelling-house,  on  Beaver  street,  in  the 
city  of  Albany,  and  the  defendant  was  the  owner  of  a  lot  with 
buildings  thereon  adjoining  the  plaintiff's  lot.  In  May,  1845, 
the  defendant  rented  the  east  end  of  his  building  to  certain  parties 
to  be  used  for  the  finishing  of  steam  boilers.  The  defendant 
occupied  the  west  end  of  the  building  as  a  blacksmith  shop,  and 
there  was  no  partition  dividing  the  building.  In  the  prosecution 
of  the  business,  in  the  language  of  the  case,  "  there  was  a  tre- 
mendous noise  and  pounding,  commencing  at  about  6  o'clock 
in  the  morning  and  continuing  until  sun-down.  Immense  quan- 
tities of  dust  arose  from  the  work  in  the  shop,  which  penetrated 
the  plaintiff's  house,  settled  upon  the  curtains  and  furniture  and 
filled  the  air  of  the  house,  making  it  difficult  to  breathe.  It  pre- 
vented the  plaintiff  from  opening  her  windows  and  deprived  her 
of  the  use  of  her  yard  for  drying  clothes."  The  court  charged 
the  jury  that,  although  the  business  of  the  defendant  was  lawful, 
and  in  no  wise  a  nuisance,  that  it  might  become  so,  either  by 
the  manner  of  conducting  it,  or  by  locating  it  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  a  dwelling-house,  whether  in  the  heart  of  a  city  or 
elsewhere,  and  that  what  was  done  in  this  case  to  the  annoyance 
of  the  plaintiff,  was  a  nuisance.  The  plaintiff  had  a  verdict  for 
$150  and  costs ;  and  upon  appeal,  the  ruling  of  the  court  upon 
this  point  was  sustained,  but  the  judgment  was  reversed  because 
the  recovery  was  in  excess  of  the  ad  damnum  laid  in  the  writ. 

Sec.  551.  In  Bradley  v.  Gill,  Lutwytch,  69,  the  defendant  con- 
verted a  dwelling-house,  adjoining  the  plaintiff's  house,  into  a 
smith's  forge,  and  the  noise  from  hammering  upon  the  anvils 
was  a  serious  annoyance  to  the  plaintiff's  family,  and  was  held  a 
nuisance. 

Seo.  552.  The  fact  that  the  business  cannot  be  conducted  with- 
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out  creating  great  noise,  and  that  it  is  a  useful  and  lawful  busi- 
ness, is  no  defense,  but  is  rather  a  circumstance  tending  to 
establish  it  2i  prima  facie  nuisance. 

In  Elliotson  v.  Feetham,  2  Bing.  (N.  C.)  134,  the  defendants 
erected  a  manufactory  for  the  working  of  iron  and  steel,  near  the 
dwelling-house  of  the  plaintiff,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
business  caused  loud,  heavy,  jarring,  varying  or  agitating  hammer- 
ing or  battering  sounds  or  noises,  so  that  the  comfortable  enjoy- 
ment of  the  plaintiff's  property,  and  even  the  property  itself  was 
greatly  impaired.  The  defendants  insisted  that  they  could  not  be 
charged  with  the  -damages  resulting  from  their  works  to  the  plain- 
tiff, because  their  works  were  erected  ten  years  before  the  plain- 
tiff 's  dwelling  was  erected,  and  that  their  trade  was  a  lawful  one 
and  could  not  be  conducted  without  producing  the  results  named. 
But  the  court  held  that  they  were  liable,  and  that  the  fact  that 
their  business  was  established  before  the  plaintiff  came  to  the 
neighborhood,  and  that  the  trade  was  lawful  and  the  ill-results 
necessarily  incident  thereto,  was  no  defense. 

Sec.  553.  In  Scott  v.  Firth,  10  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  241,  the  defendant 
erected  a  rolling-mill,  with  heavy  hammers  used  also  for  hammer- 
ing iron,  near  the  plaintiff's  dwelling-house,  and  the  noise  arising 
from  the  business  in  the  process  of  rolling  and  hammering  iron 
was  annoying  and  productive  of  great  discomfort  to  the  plaintiff 
and  his  family.  It  also  appeared  that  the  business  was  produc- 
tive of  vibratory  and  jarring  motions,  which  shook  the  plaintiff's 
building  and  cracked  the  walls.  The  court  held  that  this  was  i. 
nuisance,  and  that  the  fact  that  the  trade  was  a  lawful  and  useful 
one,  did  not  justify  its  prosecution  in  a  locality  where  it  was  pro- 
ductive of  injury  and  damage  to  others.  That,  for  injuries 
resulting  unavoidably  from  the  ordinary  use  of  property,  no 
nuisance  could  be  charged ;  but  that  a  rolling  mill,  or  a  trade 
productive  of  excessive  noise  or  vibration,  is  not  an  ordinary, 
use. 

Seo.  554.  In  GullicTc  v.  Tremlett,  20  "Weekly  Eep.  318,  the 
plaintiff  was  an  artist,  following  his  business  upon  the  upper 
floor  of  No.  39  Old  Bond  street,  in  London,  and  of  the  first  and 
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second  floors  of  No.  39|.  He  had  converted  the  building  No. 
39^  into  a  picture  gallery,  and  this  gallery  was  situated  in  the 
rear  of  No.  39.  The  defendant  was  a  veterinary  surgeon,  follow- 
ing his  business  upon  the  first  floor  of  No.  39,  and,  among  other 
appliances,  had  there  an  anvil  used  for  hammering  iron  in  shoe- 
ing horses,  etc.  The  plaintifi'  alleged,  among  other  grounds  of 
complaint,  that  the  vibration  and  jarring,  induced  by  the  ham- 
mering of  iron  upon  the  anvil,  had  shaken  the  walls  and  ceiling 
of  his  picture  gallery  and  destroyed  his  colors.  The  defendant 
was  enjoined  from  following  his  trade  there  in  such  a  way  as  to 
create  a  nuisance  to  the  plaintiff,  either  by  noise  or  vibration  or 
the  production  of  noxious  smells  or  gases. 

Sec.  555.  In  Robertson  v.  Campbell,  13  F,  C.  (Sc.)  61,  the 
defendant  was  a  printer,  in  Edinburgh,  and  had  his  printing 
office,  in  which  was  a  heavy  printing  press  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
plaintiff's  dwelling.  In  the  prosecution  of  his  business,  the 
noise  of  his  press  was  annoying  to  the  plaintiff's  family,  and  the 
press,  when  in  use,  produced  vibratory  and  jarring  sounds 
and  motions  which  shook  and  injured  the  building.  The  court 
held  that  the  business  in  that  locality,  producing  those  results, 
was  a  nuisance. 

Sec.  556.  In  Johnson  y.  Constable,  3  D.  (Sc)  1263,  the  defend- 
ant was  the  owner  of  a  building,  the  second  floor  of  which  he 
rented  to  the  plaintiff.  The  defendant  put  a  steam-engine  into 
the  lower  part  of  the  building  to  furnish  the  motive  power  for  the 
running  of  a  printing-press.  The  noise,  vibration  and  jarring 
produced  thereby  proved  a  serious  annoyance  to  the  plaintiff, 
and  an  interdict  was  granted  restraining  the  use  of  the  steam- 
engine  for  that  purpose  until  an  examination  could  be  made  under 
judicial  inspection,  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  mode  by 
which  it  could  be  used  without  injury. 

Sec.  557.  In  Cooper  v.  North  British  R.  R.  Co.,  35  Jur.  295; 
1  Macph.  499,  the  defendant,  a  railroad  corporation,  had  been 
duly  authorized  to  erect  buildings,  machinery  and  apparatus 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  its  building,  and  in  pursuance  of  its 
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own  convenience,  and  claiming  the  legal  right  under  its  general 
powers,  it  erected  works  for  hardening  rails  to  be  used  in  the.  con- 
struction, maintenance  and  repair  of  its  road,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  plaintiff 's  premises.  The  noise  produced  thereby  was  annoy- 
ing to  the  plaintiff  and  seriously  impaired  the  comfortable  enjoy- 
ment of  his  property.  The  court  held  that  the  works  were  a 
nuisance,  and  that  the  fact  that  the  legislature  had  authorized 
the  construction  of  sucli  works  by  them,  did  not  justify  them  in 
erecting  them  in  a  locality  where  they  would  prove  a  nuisance. 

Sec.  558.  In  Kinlooh  v.  Robertson^  Keames'  Select  Decisions, 
175,  the  defendant  was  a  tenant  in  the  occupancy  of  the  upper 
floor  of  an  urban  tenement,  and  the  plaintiff  occupied  the  lower 
floor  of  the  same  building.  The  defendant  erected  a  forge  in  his 
part  of  the  tenement,  and  the  noise  and  vibration  produced  by 
the  blows  struck  on  the  anvil,  proved  seriously  annoying  and 
injurious  to  the  plaintiff.  The  court  held  that  the  business  there 
conducted  was  a  nuisance  and  that  the  pursuit  of  any  trade  or 
business  in  a  dwelling  or  place  adjoining,  to  the  annoyance  and 
discomfort  of  others,  is  actionable. 

Sec.  559.  In  Eaden  v.  Firth^  1  Macph.  (Sc.)  573,  the  defend- 
ant was  a  manufacturer  of  steel  at  Sheffield,  and  having  placed  in 
their  manufactory  an  enormous  hammer,  operated  by  steam, 
which  disturbed  the  enjoyment  of  the  plaintiff's  dwelling  adjoin- 
ing the  works,  by  disturbing  their  rest  at  night  by  the  noise  and 
rocking  produced  in  working  the  hammer,  and  depriving  them 
of  sleep,  the  plaintiff  brought  his  bill  for  an  injunction,  and  the 
court,  holding  that  the  works  so  located  and  producing  such 
results  were  a  nuisance,  ordered  an  issue  to  be  made  to  determine 
whether  the  injury  could  be  avoided. 

Sec.  560.  In  Roshell  v.  Whitworth,  19  W.  R.  804,  the  defend- 
ants were  the  proprietors  of  an  iron  manufactory  in  a  populous 
part  of  Manchester,  and  had  a  heavy  steam  hammer  therein. 
Adjoining  their  works  was  a  Catholic  church,  over  which  the 
plaintiff  presided,  and  a  dwelling-house  in  which  he  lived,  and  a 
school  connected  with  the  church,  having' about  400  pupils.    The 
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noise  of  the  steam  hammer  disturbed  the  worship  at  the  church, 
interfered  seriously  with  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  the  dwell- 
ing by  its  noise  and  vibratory  sounds,  and  also  interfered  seri- 
ously with  the  operations  of  the  school.     Held  a  nuisance. 

Sec.  561.  In  Bromd  v.  Hammersmith  R.  E.  Co.,  2  Q.  B.  223, 
the  defendants,  under  powers  conferred  by  the  legislature,  con- 
structed a  railroad  near  the  plaintiff's  house,  but  over  no  part  of  his 
premises,  and  for  which  no  compensation  had  been  paid,  and  rented 
it  to  another  railroad  company.  It  was  alleged,  that  in  the  run- 
ning of  trains  over  the  defendant's  road  it  always  had  and  always 
would  occasion  vibration,  noise  and  smoke,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  a  permanent  injury  was  done  to  the  premises,  and 
that  the  value  of  the  premises  had  been  greatly  depreciated 
thereby,  and  would  never  be  as  valuable  as  before,  so  long  as  the 
railroad  was  operated  in  its  present  location.  Bramwell,  B.,  in 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  court,  said  :  "  It  is  said  that  the 
railway  and  the  working  of  it  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
and  that  therefore  the  damage  must  be  done  and  be  uncompensated. 
Admitting  that  damage  must  be  done  for  the  public  benefit,  that 
is  no  reason  why  no  compensation  should  be  given.  *  *  * 
Either  the  railroad  ought  not  to  be  made  or  the  damage  ought  to 
be  compensated  for."  Yet,  while  the  court  held  that  the  opera- 
tion of  the  road  producing  those  results  was  a  nuisance,  they  felt 
compelled  to  hold  that  the  plain tifiT  could  not  recover  in  an  action 
on  the  case,  as  the  damage  must  be  treated  as  not  being  within 
the  statute.  Channel,  B.,  however,  felt  constrained  to  dissent 
(from  the  views  of  a  majority  of  the  court,  and  delivered  an  able 
[opinion,  in  which  he  maintained  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  a 
[^recovery. 

Sec.  562.  The  noise  of  musical  instruments  kept  up  for  sach 
[periods  of  time,  and  at  such  hours  of  the  day  or  night  as  to  be 
Ireally  annoying  to  persons  of  ordinary  sensibilities,  or  that  pro- 
puce  other  actual  ill-results,  is  a  nuisance,  and  any  noise  whether 
bf  musical  instruments,  the  human  voice,  discharge  of  guns,  or 
however  produced,  that  draws  together  in  the  vicinity  of  a  per- 
m's residence  or  place  of  business,  large  crowds  of  noisy  and  dis- 
75 
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orderly  people,  is  a  nuisance,'  and  it  is  held  that  the  unreasonable 
performances  of  bands  of  music  and  the  discharge  of  "fireworks 
in  the  vicinity  of  populous  towns,  will  naturally  produce  that 
result,  and  are  therefore  regarded  2ii prima  facie  nuisances.' 

Sec.  563.  In  Inchhald  v.  Barrington,  4  L.  fl.  Ch.  App.  388, 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  noise  of  music  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
dwelling  kept  up  at  regular  intervals  for  several  hours  each  day 
for  several  successive  days,  and  often  until  11  o'clock  at  night, 
is  a  nuisance. 

In  that  case  the  defendant  had  erected  a  circus  on  Fair  Fields 
situated  in  front  of  Park  Terrace,  at  a  distance  of  about  115 
yards  from  the  plaintiff's  house,  with  a  view  of  keeping  it  in 
operation  for  the  period  of  eight  weeks.  On  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1867,  the  circus  was  erected  and  the  performance  com- 
menced at  about  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening.  On  the 
23d  of  the  same  month,  the  plaintiff  filed  his  bill  for  an  injunc- 
tion, alleging  that  on  the  18th  of  September,  the  performance 
commenced  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  lasted 
until  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  that  a  great  number  of  people 
attended  the  performance.  That  throughout  the  performance 
there  was  music,  including  a  trombone  and  other  wind  instru- 
ments, and  a  violoncello,  and  great  noise  with  shouting  and  crack- 
ing of  whips.  That  the  noise  occasioned  very  great  disturbance 
to  the  plaintiff  and  his  family  and  to  other  occupiers  of  houses 
in  Park  Terrace,  and  that  the  performance  attracted  vendors  of 
walnuts,  and  other  noisy  persons,  in  great  numbers,  who  loitered 
about  the  terrace  in  great  numbers  all  day.  The  bill  also  alleged 
a  repetition  of  the  performance  the  two  succeeding  days,  and  that 
by  reason  of  the  noise  and  crowds,  the  performance  was  an 
intolerable  nuisance  to  himself  and  family,  and  if  continued, 
would  greatly  diminish  the  value  of  the  plaintiff's  dwelling  as  a 
residence ;  an  injunction  was  granted,  and  on  appeal  the  injunction 
was  sustained  upon  the  ground  that  the  noise  of  the  music  and 
of  tlic  crowd  as  set  forth  in  the  bill  and  proved,  was  a  nuisance. 

'  Lord  Craitworth  in  Attorney-Gen-     R.  Ch.  App.  488;  Walker  v.  Brews- 
eral   v.  Sheffield  Gas   Qo.,  19  E.  L.  &    ter,  5  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca.  31. 
Eq.  639  ;  Inchbald  v.  Barrington,  4  L.        *  Walker  v.  Brewster,  5  L.   R.  Eq. 

Ca.  31 ;  Inchbald  v.  Barrington,  ant« 
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Sir  G.  M.  GiFFORD,  L.  J.,  in  disposing  of  this  branch  of  the  case, 
said :  "  It  is  clear  from  the  evidence  before  us  that  the  music  and 
noises  in  the  circus  were  distinctly  heard  all  over  the  plaintiff's 
house  for  several  hours  every  night.  This  was  something  materi- 
ally interfering  with  the  comfort  of  the  inhabitants  according  to 
the  ordinary  habits  of  life,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  injunc- 
tion was  rightly  granted." 

Sec.  564.  In  Wallcer  v.  Brewster,  5  L.  K.  (Eq,  Cas.)  25,  a 
similar  question  to  that  in  Inchhald  v.  Barrington  arose,  upon  an 
application  to  restrain  the  defendant,  who  was  the  lessee  of  Mol- 
ineaux  House  and  grounds  at  Wolverhampton,  from  holding 
fetes  upon  those  grounds  for  displays  of  fireworks,  or  for  public 
music  or  dancing,  or  for  any  other  public  entertainment  whereby 
large  numbers  of  idle  persons  might  be  drawn  to  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

The  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  premises  adjoining  those  occu- 
pied by  the  defendant,  and  only  seperated  by  a  narrow  footway, 
which  he  occupied  for  a  residence.  The  defendant  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  music  hall  in  "Wolverhampton,  and  on  the  lOtk  of 
June,  previous  to  the  bringing  of  the  plaintiff's  bill,  he  had  held 
a  monster  fete  on  tHe  grounds,  and  'this  was  followed  by  fetes 
every  Monday  and  Friday  evening,  with  music,  dancing  and  fire- 
works (except  that  on  Fridays,  no  fireworks  were  discharged). 
^\i%  fetes  brought  together  great  crowds  of  idle  and  dissolute  per- 
sons, to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  plaintiff  and  his  family,  and 
the  bands  of  music  played  from  nine  to  ten  hours  on  each  occa- 
sion without  cessation,  and  the  noise  ft'om  the  fireworks  were 
frequent  and  very  annoying  and  often  frightened  the  plaintiff's 
horses,  so  that  they  broke  loose  from  their  fastenings,  and  the 
noise  of  the  crowd  was  loud  and  continuous.  The  plaintiff 
alleged  that  if  the  fetes  were  allowed  to  continue,  the  value  of 
his  residence  would  be  depreciated,  as  a  gentleman's  residence, 
from  £1,000  to  £2,000. 

Sir  W.  Page  Wood,  Y.  C,  in  disposing  of  the  question  of 
nuisance,  said :  "  It  seems  to  me  that  a  clear  case  of  nuisance  has 
been  made  out  in  the  collection  of  the  crowd  alone.  Having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  this  court  has  restrained  the  ringing  of 
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bells.'  I  confess  I  have  a  strong  opinion  that  a  powerful  brass 
band,  which  plays  twice  a  week  for  several  hours  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  a  gentleman's  residence,  is  a  nuisance  which  this 
court  would  restrain.  1  still  have  a  clearer  opinion  that  the  noise 
of  fireworks,  as  contrasted  with  the  ringing  of  bells,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  damage  that  may  be  occasioned  by  the  falling 
rocket  sticks,  is  a  serious  nuisance.  But  that  the  collection  of 
crowds  is  a  nuisance  has  been  fully  established ;  and,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a  populous  town,  the  letting  off  of  fireworks  and 
the  performance  of  powerful  bands,  will  collect  together  crowds 
as  a  necessary  and  not  a  merely  probable  consequence." 

Sec.  565.  A  person  has  no  right  to  devote  his  residence,  or 
any  part  of  it,  to  an  unusual  use,  when  such  unusual  use  is,  or  will 
be  productive  of  injury  or  damage  to  his  neighbor,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  dwelling,  or  place  of  business.''  Thus  a  man  may  not 
convert  a  part  of  his  house  into  a  smith's  forge,  and  thus,  by  the 
noise  or  vibration  arising  from  striking  on  the  anvil,  or  the  smoke 
or  offensive  odors  arising  from  the  exercise  of  the  trade,  impair 
the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  another's  premises ;  *  neither  may 
he  establish  a  printing  press  therein,  the  noise  and  vibration 
from  which  is  productive  of  serious  annoyance  to  the  owner  of 
adjoining  property,^  nor  exercise  any  noisy  or  offensive  trade 
therein,  unless  he  can  confine  all  the  ill-effects  to  his  own 
premises.* 

Seo.  666.  In  Ball  v.  Ray,  ante,  the  defendant  was  the  occu- 
pant of  a  house  Ko.  19  Grosvenor  square,  London,  the  basement 
of  which  had,  for  more  than  fifty  years,  been  used  as  a  stable  and 
sometimes  as  a  coach-house.  The  defendant  went  into  possession 
in  18T1,  and  made  some  changes  and  alterations  in  the  stable 
which  greatly  increased  the  noise  arising  from  the  stable  and  in- 
creased the  number  of  horses  kept  therein.  There  had  previ- 
ously never  been  more  than  one  horse  kept  in  the  stable. 

'  Soltau  B.  De  Held,  3  Sim.  (N.  S.)  Keames' Sel.  Decisions,  175 ;  Bradley  o. 

133.  Gill,  Lutwytch,  69. 

2  Ball  V.  Ray,  8  L.  R.  (Ch.  App.)  467 ;  "  Roberts  v.  Campbell,  13  F.  C.  (Sc.) 

Dawson  «.  Moore,  8  C.  &  P.  48 ;  Dennis  61;  Johnson  v.  Constable,  3   D.   (Sc.) 

v.  Eckbardt,  3  Grant  (Penn.),  390.  1263  ;    Duke    of    Northumberland    v. 

'  Gullick    V.   Tremlett,  20  Weekly  Clowes,  C.  P.  at  Westminster  cited  by 

Eep.    358 ;     Kinloch    v.    Robertson,  Chitty. 
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The  plaintiff  was  the  occupant  of  house  No.  18,  which  he  had 
rented  for  a  term  of  sixteen  years,  at  a  rental  of  £130,  and  had 
fitted  up  as  a  private  hotel.  The  nuisance  alleged  by  the 
plaintiff  was,  that  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  street  front  of 
the  defendant's  house  on  Green  street,  which  was  next  door  to  the 
plaintiff's  house,  the  defendant  had  constructed,  or  re-constructed, 
a  stable  with  iron  mangers  fastened  against  the  party  wall 
which  divides  that  house  from  the  best  living  rooms  of  the 
plaintiff's  house ;  the  horses'  heads  being  turned  in  their  stalls 
toward  that  party  wall,  and  the  chains  by  which  they  were  held 
in  their  stalls,  being  iron  chains,  fixed  either  to  the  wall  or  to  the 
iron  mangers  attached  to  the  wall,  and,  in  other  respects,  it 
appeared  that  a  new  state  of  things  had  been  created  in  the  stable 
by  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff  in  consequence  of  the  noise 
made  by  the  horses  in  the  stable  by  the  rattling  of  the  chains 
and  stamping  upon  the  floor  was  seriously  annoyed  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  hotel,  and  many  of  his  boarders  left  in  consequence. 

Sir  G.  Melltsh,  L.  J.,  in  commenting  upon  this  branch  of  the 
case,  said :  "  In  my  opinion,  and  indeed  it  is  hardly  seriously 
denied  by  the  defendant's  counsel,  the  defendant  has  committed 
an  actionable  nuisance.  I  entirely  agree  with  what  has  been  said 
by  the  lord  chancellor,  that  when  in  a  street  like  Green  street,  the 
ground  floor  of  a  neighboring  house  is  turned  into  a  stable,  we 
are  not  to  consider  the  noise  of  horses  from  that  stable  like  the 
noise  of  a  piano  forte  from  a  neighbor's  house,  or  the  noise  of  a 
neighbor's  children  in  their  nursery,  which  are  noises  we  must 
necessarily  expect  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  must  put  up  with.  A 
noise  of  this  kind,  if  it  materially  disturbs  the  comfort  of  the 
plaintiff's  dwelling-house  and  prevents  people  from  sleeping  at 
night,  and  still  more,  if  it  does  really  and  seriously  interfere  with 
the  plaintiff's  trade  as  a  lodging-house  keeper,  it,  beyond  all  ques- 
tion, constitutes  an  actionable  nuisance." 

Lord  Selborne,  L.  C,  said :  "  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
law  in  this  case,  I  shall  say  very  little,  because  these  questions  are 
eminently  questions  of  fact,  rather  than  law  ;  but  I  desire  to  say 
as  much  as  this ;  in  making  out  a  case  of  nuisance  of  this  character, 
there  are  always  two  things  to  be  considered ;  the  right  of  the 

»  Dargan  v.  Waddell,  9  Ired.  (N.  C.)  244 ;  Burdett  v.  Swenson,  17  Tex.  489. 
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plaintiff  and  the  right  of  the  defendant.  If  the  houses  adjoining 
each  other  are  so  built  that  from  the  commencement  of  their 
existence  it  is  manifest  that  each  adjoining  inhabitant  intended 
to  enjoy  his  own  property  for  the  ordinary  purposes  for  which  it 
and  all  the  different  parts  of  it  were  constructed,  so  long  as  the 
house  is  so  used,  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  regarded  in  law  as 
a  nuisance  which  the  other  party  has  a  right  to  prevent.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  if  either  party  turns  his  house  or  any  portion 
of  it  to  unusual  purposes  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce  sub- 
stantial injury  to  his  neighbor,  it  appears  to  me  that  that  is  not 
according  to  principle  or  authority,  a  reasonable  use  of  his  own 
property,  and  his  neighbor,  showing  substantial  injury,  is  entitled 
to  protection.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  a  usual  or  as  a  reasonable 
manner  of  using  the  front  portion  of  a  dwelling-house  in  such  a 
street  as  Green  street  that  it  should  be  turned  into  stables  for 
horses,  and  if  it  is  so  used,  then  the  proprietor  is  bound  to  take 
care  that  it  is  so  used  as  not  to  be  a  substantial  annoyance  detri- 
mental to  the  comfort  and  the  value  of  the  neighbor's  property." 

Sec.  567.  In  Dawson  v.  Moore,  8  Carr.  &  Payne,  25,  the  plain- 
tiff brought  an  action  on  the  case  against  the  defendant  for  a 
nuisance  arising  from  a  noise  of  hammering  in  the  adjoining 
house.  As  to  whethei*  the  defendant  was  exercising  a  trade  there, 
or  how  long  the  hammering  continued,  the  case  is  silent,  as  well 
also  as  to  the  special  injury  produced ;  the  only  question  in  the 
case  being  as  to  whether  proof  of  the  fact  that  the  defendant  was 
the  occupant  of  the  house  was  sufficient  to  charge  him  with  the 
nuisance.  However,  the  plaintiff  had  a  verdict,  and  it  is  reason- 
able to  presume  that  the  hammering  arose  from  a  use  of  the  house 
in  an  unusual  manner,  and  that  the  noise  was  productive  of 
damage. 


O' 


Sec.  568.  In  determining  the  question  of  nuisance  from  noise 
or  vibration  reference  is  always  to  be  had  to  the  locality,'  the 
nature  of  the  trade  or  use  of  property  producing  it,"  the  time 
during  which  it  exists,'  the  intensity  of  the  noise,*  and  the  effects 

'  Cleavelaud  v.   Citizens'    Gas-light        ^  Inchbald  v.  Barrington,  4  L.  R.  (Sh. 

Co.,  20  N.  J.  201.  App.  388 ;  Ross  «.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294. 

''  Dennis  u.  Eckhardt,  3  Grant's  Cas.        •*  Dennis     v.     Eckliardt.     3      Grant 

\Penn.),  390.  (Penn.),  390. 
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produced  thereby.'  No  definite  rule  can  be  given  that  is  appli- 
cable to  every  given  case,  as  each  case  must  necessarily  stand  by 
itself,  and  be  determined  by  a  jury  with  reference  to  the  circum- 
stances peculiar  to  itself."  Where  the  injury  is  to  the  comfort- 
able enjoyment  of  property,  it  must  be  shown  to  be  so  exten- 
sive as  to  produce  actual  pecuniary  loss,'  or  as  to  produce  such 
a  condition  of  things  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  jury  would  be 
productive  of  actual  physical  discomfort  to  persons  of  ordinary 
sensibilities,  and  of  ordinary  tastes  and  habits,  and,  as,  in  view  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  is  unreasonable  and  in  derogation 
of  the  plaintiff's  rights.* 

Sec.  569.  "While  on  the  one  hand  the  presence  of  other  nui- 
sances will  not  excuse  this  one,"  yet,  in  determining  this  question, 
the  locality  is  always  to  be  considered,  as  well  as  the  occupancy 
of  the  property  upon  which  it  is  claimed  that  the  injury  is 
inflicted.*  If  the  nuisance  exists  in  a  locality  that  is  built  up  with 
elegant  residences,  and  that  is  well  adapted  for  that  purpose, 
it  is  a  circumstance  to  be  taken  into  account,  for  there  is  less 
excuse  for  a  man  to  set  up  a  trade  that  imay  become  productive 
of  ill-results  to  others  in  such  a  locality,  than  in  one  that  is  less 
eligible  as  a  place  for  dwellings,  or  that  has  already  been  in  part 
given  up  to  trades  of  different  kinds.'' 

Sec.  570.  The  fact  that  a  trade,  whether  a  noisy  trade  or  one 
that  liberates  smoke,  noxious  vapors  or  noisome  smells,  or  any 
use  of  property,  however  improper  on  the  part  of  the  person 
devoting  his  property  to  such  use,  impairs  the  value  of  adjoining 
property,  does  not  thereby  create  a  nuisance,  unless  the  ill-results 
from  the  trade  produce  actual  physical  discomfort  or  a  tangible, 
visible  injury  to  the  property  itself.  Mere  diminution  of  the 
value  of  the  property,  in  consequence  of  the  use  to  which  adjoin- 
ing premises  are  devoted,  unaccompanied  with  other  ill-results, 

1  Davidson  ■».  Isham,  11  N.  J.  186.  Lunatic  Asylum,  4  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  279  ; 

'2  Dennis  v.  Eckhardt,  3  Grant's    Cas.  McKeon  «,  See,  51  N.  Y.  574. 

(Penn.)  390.  ^  Doellner  «.  Tynan,   36   How.   Pr. 

3  Ball  v.  Ray,  8  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  467.  (N.  Y.)  124 ;  Showerman  ».  Gilbert,  24 

^  Duncan  «.  Hayes,  22  N.  J.  26.  Mich.  448. 

'"  Attorney-General  «.  Colney  Hatch  '  Ross  ■».  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294. 
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is  "  damnum  absque  injuria.''^ '  But  where  the  use  of  adjoining 
property  produces  actual  physical  discomfort,  or  materially  im- 
pairs its  value  as  a  residence  or  place  of  business,  or  produces  a 
tangible,  visible  injury  to  the  property  itself,  the  use  is  a  nui- 
sance, and  the  diminution  in  the  value  of  the  premises  affected 
by  the  nuisance,  is  an  important  element  of  damage.' 

Sec.  571.  In  Harrison  v.  Good,  11  L.  R.  (Eq.  Cas.)  338,  the 
plaintiffs  and  defendant  were  in  possession  of  parcels  of  an  estate 
formerly  belonging  to  one  person.  The  defendant's  grantee, 
upon  receiving  the  conveyance  of  his  parcel,  covenanted  not  to 
devote  the  premises  to  any  pm-pose  which  should  be  a  nuisance 
to  the  adjoining  parcel.  The  defendants  were  about  to  erect  a 
school  building  upon  the  premises,  when  the  plaintiffs  brought 
their  bill  for  an  injunction,  upon  the  ground  that  the  school  would 
be  a  nuisance  to  their  premises  by  calling  together  a  large  crowd 
of  children,  who  would  make  a  great  noise  and  disturbance  and 
dirt,  and  conducting  themselves  indecently  and  offensively,  to  the 
serious  annoyance  and  disturbance  of  the  plaintiff",  and  would 
greatly  depreciate  the  value  of  their  property. 

The  defendants  adopted  a  number  of  rules  for  the  conduct  and 
management  of  the  schools ;  among  which  was  one  that  the 
schools  were  under  the  superintendence  and  management  of  the 
clergy  and  a  committee  of  gentlemen  in  the  neighborhood. 
Another,  that  the  children  were  to  be  in  the  school  every  morn- 
ing at  9  A.  M.,  with  clean  hands  and  fav3e,  their  hair  neat,  etc. 
The  boys'  school  was  to  close  at  12  m.  and  the  girls'  at  12.15 
p.  M.  Both  schools  to  open  in  the  afternoon  at  2  p.  m.  and  to 
close,  the  girls'  at  4.15  p.  m.  and  the  boys'  at  4.30  p.  m.  There 
was  also  another  rule,  which  provided  that  every  effort  was  to  be 
made,  and  precaution  taken,  to  insure  quiet  and  orderly  entrance 
into,  and  departure  from,  the  school  premises.  The  scholars,  on 
leaving,  were  to  be  sent  in  order  out  of  Abhey  Place,  under  the 
charge  of  the  pupil  teachers ;  and  children  who  are  guilty  of 
noisy  or  refractory  behavior  in  coming  to  or  returning  from  the 

»  Harrison  v.  Good,  11  L.   R.   (Eq.  11  H.   L.    Cas.   648  ;  Salvin  v.  North 

Cas.)  338;    Ross  «.  Butler,   19   N.  J.  Brancepetli  Coal  Co.,  31  L.  T.  <N.  S.) 

294.  151 ;  GauHtlett  b.  Whitworth,  2  C.  & 

»  Tipping  «.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  K.  720. 
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echool  were  to  be  immediately  punished,  and  on  a  repetition  of 
the  oifense,  were  liable  to  expulsion  from  the  school. 

The  plaintiff  produced  evidence  to  show  that  property  in  the 
neighborhood  of  such  schools  was  thereby  depreciated  in  value 

Sir  James  Bacon,  Y.  C,  in  denying  the  application  for  an 
injunction,  thus  comments  upon  the  idea  that  mere  diminution 
of  the  value  of  property,  by  the  use  of  adjoining  property,  will 
create  a  nuisance.  "  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  value  of  this  prop  • 
erty  will  be  depreciated.  But  the  case  referred  to '  is  by  no  means 
an  authority  for  the  proposition  that,  because  a  depreciation  in 
value  would  take  place,  the  owners  of  adjoining  property  suffer- 
ing depreciation  have  therefore  a  right  to  call  that  a  nuisance, 
■which  they  fail  to  prove  otherwise  to  be  a  nuisance.  The  law 
upon  that  subject  I  take  to  be  clear  and  plain.  I  am  obliged, 
therefore,  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  no  legal  nuisance  will 
be  committed ;  and  I  will  go  a  little  farther  and  say  I  do  not 
believe  there  could  by  possibility  happen,  any  thing  which  can 
properly  be  called  a  nuisance,  although  it  may  be  an  inconveni- 
ence or  a  disadvantage." 

Sec.  572.  In  MoEeon  v.  See,  4  Eobt.  (N.Y.  S.  C. )  M9,  affirmed, 
Ct.  of  App.,  51  N.Y.  300,  the  defendant  was  the  owner  of  premises 
on  Bleecker  street,  in  New  York  city,  adjoining  premises  of  the 
plaintiff  upon  which  were  two  dwelling-houses.  The  defendant 
occupied  the  building  upon  his  premises  as  a  marble  mill  for  the 
sawing  of  marble,  and  the  motion  of  the  machinery  ^'arr-^^?  and 
shooh  the  plaintiff's  buildings  to  such  an  extent  as  to  injure  them 
materially.  The  court  held  that  this  constituted  a  nuisance,  that 
entitled  the  plaintiff  to  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant 
from  the  use  of  his  building  for  the  purpose  of  sawing  of  marble. 
And  it  was  also  held  that  the  fact  that  the  business  had  been 
carried  on  there  for  nine  years  without  objection  on  her  part,  did 
not  ope^-ate  to  deprive  her  of  the  remedy  by  injunction.  In 
cases  of  this  character,  the  gist  of  the  action  is  injury  and  dam- 
age. When  those  exist  as  the  natural  and  probable  result  of  a 
use  of  property  by  others,  such  use  creates  an  actionable  nuisance.' 

'  Gauntlett  ».  Whitwortli,  2  C.  &  K.        «  Farmers  of    Hempstead,  13  Mod. 
720.  519. 
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But  where  there  is  damage  without  injury  to  the  comfortable 
enjoyment  of  property,  or  a  visible,  tangible  injury  to  property 
itself,  no  nuisance  exists.* 

The  motive  with  which  an  act  is  done,  if  the  act  is  strictly 
legal,  cannot  have  the  effect  to  make  that  a  nuisance,  which 
would  not  be  so,  in  the  absence  of  malice  or  bad  motive."  There 
are  cases  in  which  a  different  doctrine  is  held,  but  the  general 
tendency  of  the  courts  is  now  toward  the  more  sensible  rule, 
that  so  long  as  a  man  confines  himself  in  the  use  of  his  property 
within  the  scope  of  his  legal  rights,  no  action  lies  against  him 
for  injuries  arising  therefrom,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
motive  with  which  the  act  was  done.* 

Sec.  573,  In  a  case  heard  before  the  Washington  General 
Term  in  New  York,  in  May,  1848,  and  reported  in  the  6th  of 
Barbour's  Reports,  313,  The  Trustees  of  the  First  Ba/ptist 
Church  in  the  City  of  Schenectady  v.  The  Utica  and  Schenectady 
R.  R.  Co.,  the  plaintiffs  brought  an  action,  as  trustees  of  the 
church  and  society,  against  the  defendant,  for  injury  sustained 
by  the  society,  by  reason  of  being  disturbed  in  devotional  exer- 
cises on  the  Sabbath,  by  the  running  of  the  engines  and  cars  of 
the  defendant  over  their  railroad  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church, 
the  noise  of  which,  by  the  running  of  the  cars,  blowing  of  the 
whistle,  ringing  of  the  bell,  and  letting  off  of  steam,  it  was 
claimed  seriously  impaired  the  value  of  their  property  for  church 
purposes.  The  court  held  that  the  action  could  not  be  main- 
tained. That,  while  it  is  true  that  noise  may  create  a  nuisance, 
yet,  that  it  must  be  a  very  special  case  in  which  real  estate  could 
be  injured  by  a  inere  noise,  and  that,  if  an  action  could  be  upheld, 
it  could  not  be  upheld  in  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs,  as  the  injury, 
if  any,  was  sustained  by  the  attendants  upon  worship  there,  and 
not  by  the  society  because  of  the  deterioration  in  the  value  of 
their  property  for  church  purposes.  It  is  proper  to  say  that  the 
doctrine  of  this  case  was  directly  overruled  at  the  Rensselaer 
General  Term,  in  November,  1848,  in  an  action  in  favor  of  the 

'  Ross  V.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294.  People  «.  Albany  &  Susquehanna  R 

«  Chatfield    «.  Wilson,    38    Vt.  49  ;  R.  Co.,  57  id.  304. 

Harwood  v.  Benton,  33  id.  734  ;  Mahan  ^  See  State  ®.  Linkinsliaw,  69  N.  C. 

■0.  Brown,  13  Wend.  (N.  T.)  148  ;  Pick-  314 ;  13  Am.  Rep.  545. 

ard  «.  Collins,  23  Barb.  (N.Y.S.C.)  444 ;  ' 
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fiame  plaintiff  against  the  Schenectady  and  Troy  R,  R.  Co.,  and 
reported  in  the  5th  of  Barbour,  79.  The  chronological  order  of 
reporting  cases,  would  legitimately  place  the  first  case  referred  to 
in  the  5  th  of  Barbour  instead  of  the  6th,  but  through  inadvert- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  reporter,  the  case  first  decided  is  made 
apparently  to  overrule  the  one  last  decided.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
court  upheld  the  action,  upon  the  ground  that  the  deterioration 
of  the  value  of  property,  by  a  nuisance  which  affects  property  in 
any  of  the  ways  recognized  as  coming  within  the  idea  of  a  nui- 
sance, is  the  proper  subject  of  an  action,  and  in  this  position 
there  is  no  question  but  that  the  court  are  abundantly  sustained 
by  authority.  The  statement  of  Hand,  J.,  that  that  must  be  a 
very  special  case  in  which  real  estate  can  be  injuriously  affected 
by  a  irriere  noise,  is  far  from  being  sustained,  either  by  experience 
or  authority.  The  learned  judge  did  not  intend  probably  to  be 
understood  as  holding  that  the  deterioration  in  the  value  of  real 
property  by  a  nuisance  created  by  noise,  is  not  as  much  the  sub- 
ject of  an  action  as  a  deterioration  in  its  value  by  any  other 
species  of  nuisance,  but  that,  in  the  case  in  hand,  the  nuisance 
and  damage  had  not  been  established.  No  person  can  doubt  that 
if,  by  reason  of  the  noise  arising  from  an  unlawful  use  of  thp 
defendant's  road,  the  plaintiff's  church  was  rendered  less  valuable 
for  church  purposes,  that  an  action  would  lie  therefor,  as  well  as 
it  would  for  a  similar  injury"  to  a  dwelling-house,  or  place  of 
business.  The  fact  that  the  property  might  be  more  valuable  by 
reason  of  the  existence  of  the  nuisance,  for  some  other  purpose, 
is  of  lio  account,  as  the  owners  of  real  estate  have  a  right  to  con- 
sult their  own  tastes  and  interests  in  its  use,  without  reference  to 
the  tastes  or  interests  of  others,  so  long  as  no  ill  results  within 
the  idea  of  a  nuisance  ensue  to  others  therefrom.' 

Sec.  574.  No  action  can  be  maintained  by  persons  in  attend- 
ance upon  divine  service,  against  one  who  interferes  with  his 
enjoyment  thereof  by  reason  of  noise  or  otherwise,  as  such  inter- 
ference produces  no  injury  or  damage,  except  such  as  is  common 
to  all,  therefore  if  it  is  a  nuisance  it  is  a  publio  nuiscmoe,  and 

'  Barnes,  v.  Hathorn,   54    Me.   247 ;     Wesson  ■».   Washburne   Iron   Co.,   13 
Roberts  ■o.  Clarke,  17  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  384 ;     Allen  (Mass.),  95. 
Francis  »  Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  T.  154 ; 
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punishable  only  by  indictment.  The  individuals  who  are  dis- 
turbed in  their  religious  meditations  have  no  such  interest  in  the 
building  that  they  can  be  said  to  be  specially  injured  in  their 
property,  or  in  any  respect  in  any  other  or  different  manner  than 
all  others  are  injured  who  are  thus  disturbed,  and,  therefore,  can- 
not maintain  a  private  action  therefor.* 


CHAPTER  SEVENTEENTH. 

NAVIGABLE   STREAMS. 
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>  In  Owens  v.  Henman,  1  W.  &  S.  Siderfin,  34 ;  Corven's  Case,  12  Coke, 

(Penn.)  548 ;  Trustees,  etc.,  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  105  ;  Langley  v.  Chute,    T.  Rayd.  246; 

5  Barb.  (^.  Y.)  313 ;  Comyn's  Digest,  In   Sparhawk  v.  Union,  etc.,  R.  R. 

180,  the   ownership   of    a   pew   in   a  Co.,Phila    Leg.  Int.  (Penn.),  Nov.  22, 

church  makes  nothing  in  support  of  1867;  54  Penn.  St.  401,  Thompson,  J., 

the    action.     Mainwaring  v.   Giles,  5  in  passing  upon  the  right  of  a  person 

B.  &  Aid.  356  ;  Griffith  v.  Matthews,  5  to   maintain  an  action   for  an   injury 

T.  R.  286  ;  Stocks  v.  Booth,  1  id.  428.  arising  from  a  disturbance  of  religious 

In  Williams'  Case,  5  Coke,  73,  which  devotions  in  a  church  uppn  a  Sabbath, 
was  an  action  against  a  person  bound  by  noise,  etc.,  says:  "The  plaintiff 
to  celebrate  divine  service  in  a  particu-  claims  no  right  in  the  church  which 
lar  church,  for  refusing  to  do  so,  it  has  been  invaded.  There  is  no  dam- 
was  held  that  the  action  would  not  lie,  age  to  his  property,  health,  reputation 
as,  in  order  to  maintain  an  action  for  or  person.  He  is  disturbed  in  listening 
a  nuisance,  the  party  bringing  the  to  a  sermon  by  noises.  The  inj  ury  is 
action  must  have  sustained  some  not  of  a  temporal,  but  of  a  spiritual 
special  or  particular  damage,  not  com-  nature,  for  which  no  action  lies."  See 
mon  to  all.  Jones  v.  Stone,  1  Ld.  State  v.  Linkinshaw,  69  N.  C.  214 ;  13 
Raym.  579 ;    Clonell    v.    Cardinall,    1  Am.  Rep.  645. 
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Sec.  575.  By  the  common  law,  all  thope  streams  in  which  the 
tide  ebbs  and  flows  are  navigable,  to  the  uttermost  limit  of  the 
flow  and  reflow  of  the  tide,'  and  all  others  are   unnavigable. 


'  Hale's  De  Jure  Maris,  Part  1,  Ch. 
3 ;  Rex  v.  Smith,  3  Doug.  441 ;  Atty.- 
Gen.  ■».  Wood,  108  Mass.  436  ;  11  Am. 
Rep.  380 ;  Peyroux  v.  Howard,  7  Pet. 
(U.  S.  S.  C.)  334 ;  Ball  v.  Herbert,  3 
T.  R.  853 ;  Lapish  v.  Bangor  Bank,  8 
Greenl.  (Me.)  85 ;  Comyn's  Dig.  Navi- 
gation B  ;  Carter  v.  Murcott.  4  Bur. 
3162  ;   Spring  ■».  Russell,  7  Me.  373  ; 


Royal  Fishery  in  the  River  Banne, 
Davy's  Rep.  149  ;  Blundell  v.  Catteral, 
5  B.  &  A.  356;  Attorney-General  v.  Earl 
Of  Lonsdale,  7  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca.  388; 
Bickett  V.  Morris,  L.R.  1  Sc.  Appeal,  47  ; 
Williams  v.  Wilcox,  8  Ad.  &  El.  314; 
Attorney-General  v.  Johnson,  3  Wils. 
87;  Brown  v.  Chadborn,  31  Me.  9; 
Regina  v.  Betts,  16  Q.  B.  1033 ;  Stout 
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unless  they  have  become   so  by  prescription '  or  act  of  paflia- 


ment. 


Sec.  576.  But,  while  the  common  law  only  regarded  those 
streams  in  which  the  tide  ebbed  and  flowed  to  the  extent  of  such 
flow  and  reflow  as  navigable,  yet,  there  was  another  class  of  streams 
called  fresh-water  streams,  which,  if  susceptible  of  navigation  by 
*'  boats  and  lighters,"  or,  as  it  would  seem,  for  any  beneficial  public 
purpose,  and  were  navigable  in  fact,  were  regarded  as  highways 
over  which  the  public  had  free  access,  for  the  purposes  of  trade 
and  commerce.  The  only  real  distinction  between  the  two 
classes  of  streams  arose  from  the  distinction  as  to  the  ownership 
of  the  al/oeus  of  the  stream,  and  the  rights  of  riparian  owners 
therein.  In  all  salt-water  streams,  subjected  to  the  action  of  the 
tides,  the  king  not  only  owned  the  alveus,  but  had  exclusive 
title  ift,  and  jurisdiction  over  the  streams  for  all  purposes  not 
inconsistent  with  navigation,  while  in  fresh-water  streams,  the 


V.  Millbridge  Co.,  45  Me.  76;  Mor- 
gan v .  King,  35  N .  Y .  454 ;  Ex  parte 
Jennings,  6  Cow.  518,  and  Hale's  De 
Jure  Maris  published  therein  ;  Lans- 
ing «.  Smith,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  9; 
Constable's  Case,  5  Coke,  106;  Rex  v. 
Russell,  6  B.  &  C.  566  ;  Berryl  v.  Carl, 

3  Me.  369;  Com.  v.  Chapin,  5  Pick. 
(Mass.)  199;  Knox  v.  Chaloner,  42  Me. 
150  -,  Palmer  «.  Mulligan,  3  Gaines  (N. 
Y.),  307,  Kent,  J.;  Ward  y.  Creswell, 
2  Wills,  265  ;  Scott  v.  Wilson,  3  N.  H. 
321.  There  are  cases  in  which  it  is  said 
that  the  flow  and  reflow  of  the  tide,  is 
only  prima  facie  evidence  of  public 
navigability.  In  The  Mayor  of  Lynn 
«.  Turner,  Camp.  86,  the  court  say  that 
the  flow  and  reflow  of  the  tide  does 
not  necessarily  constitute  the  test  of  its 
navigability.     In  Blundell  v.  Catterall, 

4  B.  &  C.  602,  Best,  J.,  also  denied  that 
the  fact  that  the  tide  ebbed  and  flowed 
in  a  stream,  established  it  as  a  public 
navigable  river.  He  said  "The  strength 
of  the  prima  facie  evidence  arising 
from  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide, 
must  depend  upon  the  situation  and 
nature  of  the  channel."  But  this  is 
predicated  upon  the  theory,  that  the 
public  rights  originally  attaching  to  the 
stream,  have  been  lost  by  non-user  by 
the  public,  and  adverse  user  by  the 
riparian  owner,  rather  than  from  an 
idea  that  navigability  ira/aci  in  a  tidal 


stream  is  in  the  first  instance,  in  any 
measure  the  real  test.  Indeed  this  is 
evident  from  the  language  of  Gibbs, 
L.  C.  J.,  in  Miles  ■».  Rose,  5  Taunton,  705, 
as  well  as  from  the  language  of  the 
court  in  Home  «.  McKenzie,  6  CI.  &  Fin. 
628 .  In  the  last-named  case,  the  ques- 
tion arose  as  to  whether  the  defendant 
had  used  his  stake  nets  for  the  taking 
of  salmon  illegally.  The  real  question 
was,  whether  the  nets  had  been  set  in 
navigable  waters  of  the  sea,  and  the 
court  having  instructed  the  jury  that 
the  prevalence  or  absence  of  the  fresh 
water  was  the  point  to  be  looked  at, 
the  instructions  were  held  to  be  erro- 
neous. It  was  held  that  the  real  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  place  where  the 
nets  were  set  was  in  fact  a  part  of  the 
sea,  and  that  the  fact  that  the  water 
was  salt,  did  not  render  it  less  a  part 
of  the  river.  Gunter  «.  Geary,  1  Cal. 
462. 

1  Holt,  C.  J.,  in  Warren  w.  Prideaux, 
1  Mod.  105  ;  Woolrych  on  Waters,  pp. 
41,  43. 

^  Wilson,  Sergt.,  in  Ball  v.  Herbert, 
3  T.  R.  254,  in  which  he  stated  that  ex- 
cept the  Thames  and  Severn,  few  of 
the  rivers  of  England,  had  become 
navigable  for  the  public,  except  by  ex 
press  acts  of  parliament.  See  excellent 
article  on  "  Riparian  Rights,"  vol.  7 
page  707  (0.  S.),  Am.  Law  Reg. 
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riparian  owner  had  certain  special  privileges  of  which  the  king 
could  not  deprive  him.  He  had  the  exclusive  right  of  fishery/ 
the  benefit  of  alluvial  deposits  or  accretion,'  the  right  to  erect 
wharves  which  did  not  impede  navigation  and  to  take  tolls 
for  the  use  of  them,^  and,  in  fact,  a  right  to  make  any  use  of 
the  water  or  the  bed  of  the  stream  that  his  tastes  or  interests 
dictated,  that  did  not  interfere  with  the  public  right  of  passage.* 
Therefore,  when  it  is  said  that  by  the  common  law  no  stream  Ib 
regarded  as  na/vigable  except  those  in  which  the  tide  ebbs  and 
flows,  it  is  not  meant  that  no  other  streams  are  burdened  with  a 
public  easement  of  passage,  but  that  in  Imo,  and  irrespective  of 


1  Carter  v.  Murcott,  4  Burr.  2163  ; 
De  Jure  Maris,  18  ;  Mayor  v.  Richard- 
son, 4  T.  R.  437 ;  Weld  «.  Hornby,  T 
East,  195  ;  Rogers  v.  Allen,  1  Camp. 
307;  Bract.  B.  4,  chap.  45,  §  4;  Schultes 
45  to  85,  also  101  ;  Child  «.  Greeuhill, 
Cro.  Car.  554  ;  Upton  «.  Dawkin,  3 
Mod.  97  ;  Coke's  Litt.  122,  n.  7 ;  Chitty 
on  Fisheries,  295  ;  Alderman  De  Lon- 
dres  v.  Hasting,  2  Sid.  8  ;  Ashford  v. 
Crispin,  1  Vent.  122 ;  Gray's  Case, 
Ow.  20 ;  Reeve  v.  Digby,  Cro.  Car.  495 ; 
Hulford  V.  Pritchard,  3  Exch.  793 ; 
Vivian  v.  Blake,  11  East,  263  ;  Rogers 
V.  Allen,  1  Camp.  509 ;  Seymour  v. 
Courtenay,  5  Burr.  2816 ;  Smith  v. 
Kemp,  2  Salk.  637  ;  Gibb  v.  Wallis- 
cott,  3  Salk.  291. 

^  Beaufort  v.  Swansea,  8  Exch.  483 ; 
Schultes,  122 ;  Fleta,  B.  3,  chap.  2,  § 
2,  where  it  is  said  that  "  this  increase 
is  so  subtle  as  to  make  it  impossible 
to  determine  when  it  was  made,  or 
where,"  and  that  "  if  the  increase  is 
such  as  that  no  one  can  perceive  it  as 
it  advances  by  degrees  after  many 
years,  and  not  in  one  day,  nor  even  in 
a  year,  it  belongs  to  him  to  whose  soil 
it  has  attached  itself;  but  if  it  hap- 
pened suddenly,  by  the  force  of  an 
inundation,  so  as  to  deprive  the  oppo- 
site lord,  whose  the  water  was  not,  of 
part  of  his  soil  —  as,  for  instance,  if 
part  of  the  opposite  shore  were  divided 
impetuously  and  forced  upon  the  land 
of  the  other  lordship,  in  this  case  the 
soil  thus  formed  should  not  be  di- 
vested out  of  its  original  proprietor." 

In  Attorney-General  v.  Richards,  2 
Anstr.  614,  McDonald,  C.  B.,  said,  "  It 
ia  clear  that  the  right  to  the  soil 
between  high  and  low-water  mark  is 


prima  facie  in  the  crown.  The  onua  of 
proving  an  adverse  title  is  upon  those 
setting  it  up."  Toppesham's  Case,  16 
Vin.  Abr.  574 ;  Carbish  v.  Stepkins,  2 
Keble.  759.  The  soil  between  high  and 
low-water  mark  may  be  parcel  of  a 
manor  where  it  has  so  been  used  time 
out  of  mind.  Sir  Henry  Constable's 
Case,  5  Coke,  107  ;  Digg's  Case,  Bracton, 
9.  As  to  the  extent  of  the  king's  title 
it  was  held  in  corporation  of  Rumney's 
Case,  4  Bac.  Abr.  153,  that  "  the  king 
shall  have  all  lands  left  by,  or  acquired 
from  the  sea.  If  the  sea  marks  are 
gone,  so  that  it  cannot  be  known  if  ever 
there  was  land  there,  the  land  gained 
from  the  sea  belongs  to  the  king.  But 
if  the  sea  cover  the  land  2.1  flux  of  the 
sea,  and  retreat  at  the  reflux,  so  that 
the  sea  marks  are  known,  if  such  laud 
be  gained  from  the  sea,  it  belongs  to 
the  owner  of  the  banks."  See  3  Dyer, 
.326,  n.  a. 

The  king  may  convey  his  title, 
Schultes,  110,  but  the  soil  must  have 
become  convertible  and  derelict.  4 
Bac.  Abr.  154.  Much  confusion  exists 
in  the  early  cases,  as  to  the  rights  of 
the  king,  and  the  rights  of  riparian 
owners,  which  is  perhaps  nowhere 
better  illustrated  than  in  Johnson  v. 
Barrett,  Alleyn,  10,  where  Rolle  and 
Hale  differed  upon  the  question  of  the 
ownership  of  a  quay  between  high  and 
low- water  mark. 

^  Rex  D.  Grosvenor,  2  Stark.  511. 
The  question  is  whether  the  wharf  is 
a  nuisance  to  navigation,  not  whether 
it  is  a  benefit  thereto.  Rex  v.  Randall 
2  Car.  &  M.  496. 

*  Juxon  V.  Thomhill,  Cro.  Car.  132. 
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the  question  of  fact,  all  such  streams  are  navigable,  whether  they 
are  so  in  fact  or  not,  and  that  the  title  thereto,  with  all  privileges, 
vests  in  the  king  ;  and  that  all  other  streams,  navigable  in  faci^ 
are  highways  for  the  passage  of  boats,  but  the  title  to  which,  with 
all  special  privileges,  outside  of  the  public  easement,  vests  in  the 
owner  of  the  banks. 

Sec.  57Y.  Lord  Hale,  in  that  most  excellent  treatise,  which  is 
generally  conceded  to  be  full  authority  upon  the  law  of  navigable 
streams,  and  which  has  been,  and  still  is,  quoted  by  all  the  courts 
of  this  country  and  England  with  approval,  De  Jure  Maris, 
ch.  3,  says :  "  There  be  some  streams  or  rivers  that  are  pri- 
vate, not  only  in  propriety  or  ownership,  but  in  use,  as  little 
streams  and  rivers  that  are  not  of  common  passage  for  the  king's 
subjects.  Again,  there  be  other  rivers,  as  y^eW  fresh  as  salt,  that  ^ 
are  of  common  or  public  use  for  the  carriage  of  boats  and  lighters, 
and  these,  whether  fresh  or  salt,  whether  they  flow  and  reflow  or 
not,  are  prima  facie,  puhlioi  juris,  common  highways  for  man 
or  goods,  or  both,  from  one  inland  town  to  another."  And,  in 
support  of  his  proposition,  he  instances  the  case  of  the  Wey,  the 
Severn  and  the  Thames  as  rivers  of  that  description.'  Thus,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  while  at  the  common  law  those  rivers  were  only 
regarded  as  navigable  in  which  the  tide  ebbed  and  flowed,  yet 
all  other  rivers  navigable  in  fact  were  regarded  as  highways,  and 
were  open  to  use  by  the  public  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  navi- 
gation, without  compensation  to  the  owner  of  the  banks.  But, 
it  is  believed,  that,  while  generally  before  such  streams  were 
regarded  as  public,  they  had  become  so  by  immemorial  user,  or 
by  express  act  of  parliament ;  yet,  that  this  was  not  indispensa- 
ble, but  that,  if  such  streams  were  in  fact  navigable,  they  were 
highways  open  to  all  the  king's  subjects,  whether  they  had  pre- 
viously ever  been  so  used  or  n^t,  or  whether  they  had  been  so 
declared  by  act  of  parliament.  Woolrych,  who  is  regarded  as 
good  authority,  and  who  certainly  has  exhibited  great  diligence 
and  industry  in  endeavoring  to  get  at  the  real  legal  status  of  such 
streams,  and  the  relative  rights  of  the  public  and  of  riparian  own- 
ers therein,  says :  "  A  public  navigable  river  frequently  owes  its 

'  Ball  V.  Herbert,  3  T.  R.  354. 
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title  to  be  considered  such,  from  time  immemorial,  by  reason  of  its 
having  been  an  ancient  stream ;  but  very  many  acts  of  parliament 
have  been  passed  to  make  those  navigable,  which  were  not  so 
before."  '  Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  even  in  England,  according 
to  WooLRTCH,  by  the  common  law,  all  streams  which,  in  their 
natural  state,  were  susceptible  of  valuable  use  for  the  purpose  of 
navigation  by  "  boats  and  lighters,"  *  were  regarded  as  puhlioi 
juris,  and  the  mere  fact  that  they  were  susceptible  of  such  use  was 
sufficient  to  justify  the.ir  use  as  such,  even  though  they  had  not,  by 
prescription  or  statute,  previously  been  elevated  to  such  use.  By 
magna  charta,  as  well  as  by  other  statutes,  it  was  provided  that 
all  persons  should  have  liberty  to  go  and  come  upon  the  sea  with- 
out impediment.'  But  while  this  provision  of  magna  charta 
only  extended  to  the  waters  of  the  sea,  and  the  branches  thereof, 
and  did  not  include  that  class  of  fresh-water  streams  which, 
although  in  fact  navigable  by  "  boats  and  lighters,"  were  the 
private  property  of  the  riparian  owners  ;  yet,  the  fact  that  fresh- 
water streams  were  not  included,  by  no  means  affords  any  argu- 
ment for  the  idea  that  the  right  of  passage  over  them  was  not  a 
recognized  legal  right.  The  purpose  of  magna  charta  was  to 
prevent  the  king,  because  of  his  ownership  of  the  bed  of  the  sea 
within  certain  limits,  and  of  the  branches  of  the  sea,  from  impos- 
ing unreasonable  restrictions  upon  its  use  by  the  people.  In 
fresh- water  streams,  the  king  was  not  the  owner  of  the  alveus  of 
the  stream,  and  could  not  impose  restrictions  which  the  courts 
could  not  control,  therefore  no  necessity  existed  for  any  provision 
in  reference  thereto. 

Sec.  578,  All  such  streams  were  regarded  as  private  property 
for  all  purposes,  except  as  highways  for  commerce,  and  the  burden 
of  establishing  this  right  seems  to  have  been  upon  those  who 
claimed  to  exercise  it.*  And  while  there  are  no  cases  in  which 
3uch  streams  seem  to  have  been  held  subject  to  this  public  ease- 

'  Woolrych  on  Waters,  40,  41.  land.     Lord  Hale  in  disposing  of  the 

'  Hale's  De  Jure  Maris,  ante.  case  teld  that  tliis  wasprma/aci^apri- 

^  Warren  v.  Prideaux,  1  Mod.  105.  vate  river,  and  the  property  of  the  plain- 

■*  In  Fitzwalter's  Case,  1  Mod.  108,  the  tiff,  although  navigable,  and  that  if  the 

plaintiff,  who  was  lord  of  a  manor  upon  defendant  claimed  a  free  fishery  there- 

i  navigable  stream  above  the  ebb  and  in  because  it  was  a  branch  of  the  sea 

low  of  the  tide,  claimed  the  exclusive  or  upon  any  ground,  he  must  establish 

right  to  fish  in  the  stream  adjoining  his  it  by  proof. 
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ment,  unless  they  had  become  so  by  immemorial  user  or  by  express 
statute,  yet  the  reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  all  that 
were  capable  of  that  use,  had  been  so  used  by  common  consent, 
and  not  because  the  principles  of  the  common  law  were  not  broad 
enough  to  cover  them.'  In  all  fresh- water  streams  of  navigable 
capacity,  according  to  Lord  Hale,  the  "  King  had,  by  an  ancient 
right  of  prerogative,  a  certain  interest,"  and  he  defines  this 
interest  of  the  crown  as  follows  :  '•''First  "  he  says  "  a  right  of 
franchise  or  p'rivilege,  that  no  man  may  set  up  a  common  ferry 
for  all  passengers,  without  a  prescription  time  out  of  mind,  or  a 
charter  from  the  king." 

"  Secondly,  An  interest,  as  I  may  call  it,  of  pleasure  or  reorea- 
Uon^^  but  it  is  proper  to  say  that  he  afterward  refers  to  this  inter- 
est as  being  obsolete,  in  England,  in  fresh- water  streams.  » 

^^Third,  An  interest  of  jurisdiction,  viz.:  in  reference  to  common 
nuisances  in  or  by  rivers,  as,  where  the  sewers  were  not  kept,  J 
which  gave  rise  to  the  commission  of  sewers,  as  well  for  fresh 
rivers  as  for  salt."  These  interests  are  interests  of  the  king  as 
well  in  waters  which  are  strictly  private,  as  in  those  subject  to  the 
public  easement  of  navigation.  In  those  streams  which  were 
regarded  as  navigable  by  reason  of  their  having  been  declared  so 
by  statute,  or  because  of  their  use  in  that  way,  for  an  immemo- 
rial period,  the  king  not  only  had  all  the  interests  previously 
named,  but  also,  in  the  language  of  the  learned  author,  "juris- 
diction to  reform  and  punish  nuisances  in  all  rivers,  whether  fresh 
or  salt,  that  are  a  common  passage,  not  only  for  ships  and  greater 
vessels,  but  also  for  smaller,  as  barges  or  boats.  To  reform  the 
obstruction  or  annoyances  that  are  therein,  to  such  common  pas- 
sage ;  for,"  he  adds,  "  as  the  common  highways  on  the  land  are 
for  the  common  land  passage,  so  these  kind  of  rivers,  whether 
fresh  or  salt,  that  bear  boats  or  barges,  are  highways  by  water;  I 
and,  as  the  highways  by  land  are  called  '  altae  viae  regiae,'  so  j 
those  public  rivers,  for  public  passage,  are  caU.ed  ^fitvii  regales^ \ 

'  In  tlie  argument  of  Ball  v.  Herbert, 
3  T.  R.  254,  Wilson,  Sergt.,  made  the 
broad  statement,  that  except  the  River 
Severn  and  Thames,  there  were  few 
if  any  rivers  in  the  kingdom  that  were 
regarded  as  navigable,  except  where 
they  had  been  made  so  by  statute,  and 
this  statement  seems  to    have  been 


accepted  as  correct.  But,  even  if  this 
Ptatementis  to  be  taken  in  its  broadest 
sense,  it  does  not  exclude  but  rather 
includes  the  idea  that  other  streams, 
navigable  in  fact,  were  subject  to  the 
easement  of  passage,  even  though  they 
had  not  become  so  by  prescription  oi 
act  of  parliament 
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and  '  Tiaut  streames  le  Roy^  not  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of 
the  river,  but  to  the  public  use ;  all  things  of  public  safety  and 
convenience  being  in  a  special  manner  under  the  king's  care, 
supervision  and  protection.  And  therefore  the  report  in  Sir 
John  Davy's  Reports  of  the  piscary  of  the  River  Banne  mistakes 
the  reason  of  those  books  that  call  these  '  streames  le  Roy^  as  if 
they  were  so  called  in  respect  of  propriety,  as  19  Ass.^  6  Dy.  For 
they  are  called  so,  because  they  are  of  public  use  and  under  the 
king's  special  care  and  protection,  whether  the  soil  he  his  or  notP 
I  have  given  these  extracts,  at  length,  from  Lord  Hale's  work, 
because  it  is  regarded  as  the  clearest  and  most  reliable  statement 
of  the  common  law  as  applicable  to  streams  of  the  character 
referred  to,  and  has  been  frequently  pronounced  as  authorita- 
tive by  the  courts  both  of  this  country  and  England.' 

Sec.  579.  In  this  country,  so  vast  in  its  extent  and  almost 
boundless  in  its  resources,  with  myriads  of  inland  rivers  capable 
of  being  turned  to  profitable  account,  not  only  as  avenues  of 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  several  States,  but  often  with 
all  the  countries  of  the  globe,  the  rules  of  the  common  law  were 
found  to  be  too  limited,  too  narrow,  to  be  applied  to  them,  so 
that,  while  adopting  all  the  common  law  that  was  applicable 
thereto,  yet  the  courts  have  greatly  enlarged  and  extended  the 
law,  and  the  real  test  of  navigability,  is  made  to  depend  upon  the 
capacity  of  the  stream  in  its  natural  state  to  subserve  the  ends  of 
commerce  or  trade,  without  any  reference  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
the  tide,  or  as  to  whether  it  has  become  so  by  long  usage  or  by 
express  statute,  or  to  its  capacity  to  afford  passage  for  boats  or 
lighters.  All  streams  are  regarded  as  puhlioi  juris  to  the  extent 
that  they  may  be  used  by  the  public  for  the  purposes  of  passage 
when  in  their  natural  state  they  are  capable  of  serving  a  useful 
purpose  in  developing  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  bearing 
its  products,  either  in  a  rough  or  manufactured  state,  to  mills  or 
markets.* 

Jl      '  Arnold  v.  Mundy,  1  Halst.  (N.  J.)  which  the  first  four  chapters  of  De 

1 ;  People  v.  Piatt,  17  Johns.  (N.  T.)  Jure  Maris  are  published. 
1 95 ;  People  v.  Vanderbilt,  26  N.  Y.        «  Shrunk  v.  Schuylkill  Nav.  Co.,  14 

154 ;    Morgan    v.    King,   35    id.    354 ;  S.  &  R.  (Penn.)  71 ;  Collins  v.  Binbury, 

Adams  v.  Pease,  3  Conn.  481 ;  Clare-  Sired.  (N.  C.)  30;  Bullock  v.  Wilson, 

mont  V.   Carleton,  3  N.   H.  367 ;   Ex  3  Port.  (Ala.)  456 ;  Gates  «.  Wadding- 

parte  Jennings,  6  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  518,  in  ton,  1  McCord  (S.  C),  580  ;  Com'rs  «. 

4, 
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Sec.  580.  The  test  by  which  to  determine  the  navigability  of 
our  rivers  and  streams  is  to  be  found  in,  and  determined  by  their 
actual  navigable  capacity  for  any  useful  purpose,  and  those  rivers 
that  are  navigable  i/n  fact  for  useful  purposes,  and  serve  as  a 
means  of  commercial  intercourse  either  between  points  in  the 
same  State,  or  between  States,  are  regarded  as  navigable,  and  are 
subject  to  that  servitude  irrespective  of  prescriptive  use  or  statu- 
tory enactment.  *  This  is  a  part  of  our  common  law,  created  by 
necessity,  and  applied  by  common  consent,  and,  while  there  is 
some  conflict  in  the  cases,  as  to  the  relative  rights  of  the  public 
and  of  riparian  owners,  in  this  class  of  streams,  yet  in  the  main, 
I  think  our  courts  have  exhibited  less  conflict  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  much  more  consistency  than  might  have  been  expected 
to  result  from  such  a  variety  of  questions  as  arise,  and  the  varied 
conditions  under  which  they  are  presented. 

Seo.  581.  There  is  yet  another  class  of  streams  which,  although 
not  navigable  by  "  boats  or  lighters,"  are  yet  susceptible  of  valu- 
able use  for  the  purpose  of  floating  logs  and  other  products  of 
the  country  along  its  banks  to  market  or  to  mills,  and  which  are 
floatable  in  fact,  and  regarded  as  quasi  navigable.* 


I 


Seo.  582.  In  most  of  the  States  while  the  test  of  navigability, 
is  made  to  depend  upon  the  capacity  of  the  stream  for  that  pur- 
pose, even  though  it  be  a  fresh-water  stream,  yet  all  streams  in 

Hemphill,  36  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  404;  Mor-  C.)  557  ;  The  Montebello,  11  id.  411; 

gan  V.  King,  35  N.  Y.  454  ;  Weise  v.  Chicago  v.  McGinn,  51  111.  269. 
Smith,  3  Or,  445.     See  Folger  v.  Pear-        «  Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.Y.  454  ;  Lan- 

son,  3  id.  455  ;  Tomlin  v.  Railroad  Co.,  ey  ».  Clifford,  54  Me.  491  ;  Brown  v. 

33  Iowa,  106;  The  Daniel  Ball,  10  Wal.  Chadborne,  31  id.  9  ;  People  «.  Canal 

(U.  S.  S.  C.)  557 ;  The  Montebello,  11  Appraisers,  33   N.  Y.  473  ;    Weise  v. 

id.  411;  Chicago  v.  McGinn,  51  111.  366;  Smith,  3  Or.  445  ;  Palmer  v.  Mulligan, 

Volk  V.  Eldred,  23  Wis.  410 ;  Scott  v.  3  Caines'  Rep.  (N.  Y.)  307 ;  Lorman  v. 

Wilson,  3  N.  H.   321 ;  Georgetown  v.  Benson,  8  Mich.  18  ;  Middleton  v.  Flat 

Alexandria  Canal  Co.,  12  Pet.  (U.  S.)  River  Booming  Co., 27  Mich.  533;  Davis 

91  ;  Varick  v.  Smith,  9  Paige's  Ch.  (JS".  v.  Winslow,  51   Me.   264  ;   Veazie  V. 

Y.)  278  ;  Wadsworth  v  Smith,  2  Fair.  Dwinel,  50  id.  474 ;  Magnolia  v.  Mar- 

(Me.)  278  ;  Veazie  «.  Dwinel,  50  Me.  496;  shall,  39  Miss.  126  ;  Com.  v.  Chapin,  5 

Knox  V.  Chaloner,  42  id.  150;  McManus  Pick.  (Mass.)  199  ;  Volk  «.  Eldred,  33 

v.  Carmichael,  3    Iowa,  1 ;   People  v.  Wis.  410 ;   Stuart  v.   Clark,  2    Swan. 

Tibbits,  19  N.Y.  533 ;  Hooker  v.  Cum-  (Tenn.)  9  ;  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578; 

mings,  20  Johns.  (N.Y.)  90;  Palmer  «.  Nearderhauser  v.  State,  28  Ind.  270; 

Mulligan,  3  Caines  (N.  Y.),  307.  Moore  v.  Sanborne,  2  Mich.  523  ;  Ellis 

,     '  The  Daniel  Ball,  10  Wal.  (U.  S.  S.  «.  Carey,  30  Ala,  735 ;  Hubbard  v.  Bell, 

54  111.  113. 
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which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  are  regarded  as  navigable  in  law, 
and  the  rules  of  the  common  law  applicable  thereto,  so  far  as  the 
rights  of  the  State  and  riparian  owners  are  concerned,  are  adopted.* 
In  all  the  cases  referred  to  in  the  previous  note,  it  is  held  that, 
while  other  streams  than  those  in  which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows 
to  the  point  where  the  tide  ceases  to  affect  them,  are  navigable, 
yet  the  public  do  not  have  the  same  right  of  property  in  the 
alveus  of  fresh  water,  as  in  tide- water  streams,  and  that  on  all 
fresh- water  streams  the  owner  of  the  banks  also  owns  the  bed  of 
the  stream  to  the  "  inediiun  filium  aquae^''  while  in  those  affected 
by  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tides,  the  title  to  the  bed  of  the  stream 
is  in  the  State,  and  the  titles  of  the  riparian  owners  are  restricted 
to  hicjh-water  mark."  . 


1  In  Avery  v.  Fox,  1  Abb.  Ch.  Rep.  (U. 
S.)  246,  it  was  held  that  the  owner  of 
land  bordering  upon  a  stream,  though 
navigable,  in  which  the  tide  does  not 
ebb  and  flow,  is  presumed  to  be  the 
owner  of  the  bed  of  the  stre  am  to  the 
center  thereof.  Com'rs  v.  People,  5 
Wend.  (N.T.)  355  ;  Shaw  «.  Crawford, 
10  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  236 ;  People  o.  Tib- 
betts,  19  N.  Y.  523 ;  Com'rs  b.  Hemp- 
hill, 26  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  404.  See  Mor- 
gan '0.  King,  35  N.Y.  454  ;  Gray  o.  Bur- 
dick,  20  Pick.  (Mass.)  186  ;  Trustees  «. 
Dickinson,  9  Cush.  (Mass.)  544  ;  Com. 
p.  Chapin,  5  id.  190 ;  Scott  v.  Wilson, 
3  N.  H.  321  ;  iliddleton  t).  Page,  8 
Conn.  221 ;  Chapman  o.  Kimball,  9  id. 
88  ;  Spring  v.  Seavey,  8  Me.  138  ;  Berry 
«.  Carly,  3  Greenl.  (Me.)  269  ;  Brown 
x>.  Kennedy,  5  H.  &  Johns-  (Md.)  195 ; 
Hays  ■B.  Bowman,  1  Rand.  (Va.)  417 ; 
Lamb  v.  Ricketts,  11  Ohio,  311;  Gavit 
T).  Chambers,  3  Ham.  Rep.  (Ohio)  495 ; 
Gates  t.  Waddlington,  1  McCord  (S.C.), 
580  ;  McCullough  ».  Wall,  4  Rich.  (S. 
C.)  68;  Stuart  o.  Clark,  2  Swan  (Tenn.), 
9  ;  Magnolia  «.  Marshall,  39  Miss.  109; 
Com'rs  V.  Withers,  29  id.  31 ;  Morgan 
e.  Reading,  3  S.  &  M.  (Miss.)  366  ;  Mar- 
iner '0.  Schultz,  13  Wis.  692  ;  Walker 
%.  Shepardson,  4  id.  486  ;  Schurmiur  v. 
Railroad  Co.,  10  Minn.  82;  Lorman  v. 
Benson,  8  Mich.  18 ;  Middleton  «. 
Pritchard,  3  Scam.  (lU.)  500;  Cox  b. 
The  State,  3  Black.  (Ind.)  193  ;  Hub- 
bard r?.  Bell,  54  111.  110 ;  Warren  w. 
Chambers,  25  Ark.  120;  State  of  Penn. 
tJ.  The  Wheeling  Bridge  Co.,  18  How. 
(U.  S.)  421. 

*  Hale's  De  Jure  Maris ;  Trustees  ■o. 


Bootle-cum-Linacre,  L.  R.  2  Q.  B.  4. 
In  Rex  «.  Smith,  3  Doug.  441,  it  was 
held  that  the  soil  of  a  navigable 
stream  is  not,  by  presumption  of  law, 
in  the  owner  of  the  banks,  but  in  the 
king  ;  but  that  the  title  of  the  soil  in 
all  streams  in  which  the  tide  does  not 
ebb  and  flow  is  in  the  riparian  owner. 
In  that  case  a  nice  question  arose  as  to 
what  point  in  a  stream  in  which  the 
tide  ebbs  and  flows  the  navigability  of 
the  stream  ends .  The  city  of  London 
under  certain  supposed  powers,  dele- 
gated to  it  by  act  of  parliament,  erect- 
ed piles  on  the  bed  of  the  river  Thames 
near  Richmond,  within  the  high-water 
mark,  some  30  feet  from  the  shore,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  towing-path 
for  horses,  adjoining  and  contiguous  to 
a  wharf  in  the  possession  of  the  defend- 
ants. The  defendants  believing  the 
towing-path  and  piles  to  be  in  viola- 
tion of  their  rights,  and  a  nuisance,  cut 
away  one  of  the  piles,  for  which  they 
were  indicted.  The  defendants  insist- 
ed that  the  tide  did  not  ebb  and  flow 
in  the  Thames  above  London  bridge, 
and  that  above  that  point  it  was  kept 
navigable  by  artificial  means,  and  that 
the  tide  abave  that  point  was  occasioned 
by  the  pressure  and  accumulation  back- 
ward, of  the  river  water,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  soil  did  not  belong  to  the 
crown.  Lord  Maxspibld  said  :  "The 
distinction  between  rivers,  navigable 
and  not  navigable,  and  those  where 
the  sea  does  not  ebb  or  flow,  is  very 
ancient ;  but  the  point  contended 
for,  a  distinction  between  the  case  of 
the  tide  occasioned  by  the  flux  of  the 
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Sec.  583.  In  New  York  it  is  held  that  on  all  the  larger  navi- 
gable rivers  of  the  State  above  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide, 
which  are  boundaries  between  States,  or  which  are  highways  for 
commerce  between  States,  the  title  of  riparian  owners  is  restricted 
to  high-water  mark,  as  also  upon  all  streams  navigable  in  their 
natural  state,  which  have  been  declared  navigable  by  statute.*  It 
also  seems  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the  courts  of  that  State,  and 
indeed  the  doctrine  of  all  the  courts,  that  the  waters  of  a  stream 
in  their  natural  condition,  susceptible  of  beneficial  use  for  the 
purposes  of  navigation  and  commerce,  are  publioi  juris,  and  may 
be  declared  navigable  by  the  legislature,  and  become  subject  to 
all  the  restrictions  of  navigable  streams,  without  compensation  to 
riparian  owners  for  injuries  sustained.  But  that  the  legislature 
has  not  the  constitutional  power  to  declare  a  stream  navigable 
that  is  not  so  in  fact,  and  which  can  only  be  made  navigable  by 
artificial  means,  without  proper  compensation  to  riparian  owners 


sea  water,  or  by  the  pressure  backward 
of  tlie  fresTi  water  of  a  river  seems 
to  be  entirely  new,  but  there  were 
no  facts  set  forth  in  the  case,  which 
let  in  the  consideration  of  that  distinc- 
tion. The  case  does  not  state  whether 
the  water,  when  the  tide  rises  at  Rich- 
mond, was  fresh  or  salt,  but  it  rather 
seems  to  be  taken  for  granted  that 
it  was  salt."  A  verdict  was  rendered 
against  the  defendants,  which  was 
sustained  in  the  king's  bench. 

In  Attorney-General  v.  Wood,  108 
Mass.  36 ;  11  Am.  Rep.  380,  a  similar 
question  arose  in  reference  to  the 
rights  of  the  public  ati  riparian 
owners  upon  the  Mystic  river  above 
the  point  of  navigability  in  fact,  ex- 
cept for  skiffs  and  small  pleasure 
boats,  but  within  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
the  tide.  It  appeared  that  the  tide 
rose  and  fell  at  the  point  in  question 
about  two  feet,  and  that  the  ordinary 
depth  of  the  channel  was  about  the 
same.  The  defendant  erected  a  dam 
at  the  point  in  question,  in  1851,  and 
maintained  it  there  until  1870,  when  it 
was  destroyed.  The  river  is  a  small 
stream  flowing  into  Boston  harbor, 
and  the  defendant  denied  that  it  was 
■a&yig&hle  in  fact ;  and  it  did  not  ap- 
pear that  it  was,  except  for  small  pleas- 
ure boats.  He  also  denied  that  it  was 
navigable  in  law,  and  insisted  that 
although  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  water 


there,  was  two  feet,  that  it  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  meeting  of  the  salt-water 
of  the  tide  with  the  fresh  water  of  the 
stream  on  its  downward  passage.  But 
upon  this  point  the  court  said  :  "  The 
law  on  this  point  is  well  settled.  It  is 
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  toater,  and  not 
the  proportion  of  salt  water  to  fresh, 
that  determines  whether  a  particular 
portion  of  a  stream  is  within  tide 
water,"  and  the  court  cited  Res  v. 
Smith,  ante ;  Peyrous  v.  Howard,  7 
Pet.  (U.  S.  S.  C.)  324,  and  Lapish  v. 
Bangor  Bank,  8  Me.*j85,  in  support  of 
its  position. 

In  reference  to  the  actual  naviga- 
bility of  the  stream,  except  for  pleas- 
ure craft,  the  court  said :  "  Navigable 
streams  are  highways,  and  a  traveler 
for  pleasure  is  as  fully  entitled  to  pro- 
tection in  using  a  public  way,  whether 
by  land  or  water,  as  a  traveler  for  busi- 
ness. *  *  *  If  water  is  navigable 
for  pleasure  boating,  it  must  be  re- 
garded as  navigable  water,  though  no 
craft  has  ever  been  upon  it  for  the 
purposes  of  trade  or  agriculture,"  thus 
overruling  the  doctrine  of  Rowe  ■». 
Granite  Bridge  Co.,  21  Pick.  (Mass.) 
844  ;  Charlestown  v.  County  Com'rs,  3 
Metc.(Mass.)  203,  and  Murdock  v,  Stick- 
ney,  8  Cush.  (Mass.)  113. 

^  The  People  v.  Canal  Appraisers,  33 
N.  Y.  461. 
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for  the  damages  inflicted  upon  them  in  depriving  them  of  the  use 
of  the  streams  for  ordinary  purposes.' 

Seo.  584.  In  several  of  the  States  no  distinction  is  made 
between  the  rights  of  riparian  owners  upon  fresh  water  streams, 
navigable  in  fact,  and  those  streams  affected  by  the  ebb  and  flow 
of  the  tide.  But  the  same  rule  prevails  as  to  all,  and  the  bed  of 
all  navigable  streams  is  held  to  be  vested  in  the  State.' 

Seo.  585.  In  several  of  the  States  where  it  is  held  that  the 
title  to  the  beds  of  the  streams  are  in  the  State,  the  titles  of  ripa- 
rian owners  are  extended  to  low-water  mark,  thus  vesting  in  them 
the  power  and  the  right  to  erect  and  maintain  wharves  in  front  of 
their  property,  where  it  can  be  done  without  actual  impediment 
to  navigation.' 

Sec.  586.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  in  this  country,  there  are 
three  classes  of  navigable  streams : 

1st.  Tidal  streams  that  are  navigable  in  law." 

2d.  Those  that,  although  non-tidal,  are  yet  navigable  in  fact 
for  "  boats  or  lighters  "  and  susceptible  of  valuable  use  for  com- 
mercial purposes ;  *  and 

3d.  Those  which  are  Jloatable,  or  capable  of  valuable  use  in 
bearing  the  products  of  the  mines,  forests,  and  tillage  of  the  coun- 
try it  traverses  to  mills,  or  markers." 

>  Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.  Y.  454  ;  ter,  11  Ohio,  138.     But  later,  tliat  the 

Walker  v.  The  Board  of  Public  Works,  title  of  riparian  owners  covers  the  bed 

16  Ohio,  540.  of  the  stream  if  he  owns  on  both  sides. 

•2  Shrunk  v.  Schuylkill  Co.,  14  S.  &  R.  Walker  v.  Board  of  Public  Works,  3 

(Penn.)   71 ;    Bridge   Co.   v.   Kirk,   46  Hammond  (Ohio),  495 ;  Howard  v.  In- 

Penn.  112;  Ellis  v.  Carey,  80  Ala.  735;  gersoll,  17  Ala.  780  ;  Rhodes  -a.  Otis, 

Bullock  B.Wilson,  2  Porter  (Ala.),  436;  33  id.  33;  Ellis  v.  Gary,  30  id.  725; 

Ingraham  v.  Threadgill,  3  Dev.  (N.  C.)  Flanagan  v.  Philadelphia,  42  Penn.  St. 

59 ;  Collins  «.  Benbury,  3  Ired.  (N.  C.)  219 ;  Bridge  Co.  v.  Kirk,  46  id.  112 ; 

277 ;  Stuart  «.  Clark,  2  Swan  (Tenn.),  9  ;  East  Haven  v.  Hemmingway,  7  Conn. 

Elder  v.  Burns,  6  Humph.  (Tenn.)  358  ;  186. 

Haight  V.  Keokuk,  4  Iowa,  199 ;  Mc-  *  The   Royal   Fishers   of  the  River 

Manus  v.  Carmichael,  3  Clarke  (Iowa),  Banne,  Davy's  Rep.  143. 

1 ;  Tomlin  v.  Dubuque,  33  Iowa,  106 ;  *  The  Daniel  Bell,  10  Wall.  (U.  8.) 

Attorney-General  v.  Wood,  108  Mass.  555 ;  The  Montebello,  11  id.  411 ;  Chi- 

80.  cago  V.  McGinn,  51  111.  269. 

3  Qualifiedly    in   McManus   v.    Car-  •  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578 ;  Weise 

michael,  3  Iowa  1.   But  contra  Haight  v.  Smith,  3  Oregon,  445 ;  Morgan   v. 

V.  Keokuk,  4  id.  199  ;  Tomlin  v.  Du-  King,  30  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  9;  affirmed 

buque,  32  id.  106  ;   Elder  v.  Burns,  6  Ct.  of  Appeals,  35  N.  Y.  454 ;  McManus 

Humph.  (Tenn.)  358  ;  Stuart  -y.  Clark,  u.  Carmichael,   3  Iowa,    1 ;   Veazie  v. 

3  Swan  (Tenn.),  9  ;  Blanchard  v.  Per-  Dwinnell,  54  Me.  160  ;  Lorman  c.  Ben- 
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Seo.  587.  It  should  be  understood  that,  except  in  salt-water 
streams,  so  far  as  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows,  the  question  of  navi- 
gability is  one  of  fact,  and  must  be  established  by  those  who  seek 
to  use  it  as  such  ; '  and  also,  that  the  stream  must  be  navigable 
in  its  natural  state,  unaided  by  artificial  means  or  devices."  If 
a  stream  is  not  susceptible  oi  valuable  use  to  the  public  as  a 
navigable  or  floatable  stream,  without  the  erection  of  dams,  it 
is  not  a  navigable  stream,  even  though  it  might  be  applied 
to  that  use  after  dams  are  erected.  So,  too,  it  must  be  susceptible 
of  use  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year,^  although  the  fact 
that  it  is  dry  at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  if  for  a  considerable 
time  at  other  seasons  it  is  really  floatable,  will  not  destroy  the 
public  right  of  navigation.*  So,  too,  in  order  to  make  a  stream 
legSiWj  Jloatahle,  and  thus  a  public  highway,  it  must  be  in  such  a 
condition  that  it  will  float  logs  or  other  productions  of  the  coun- 
try without  artificial  aid.  Thus,  in  one  case,  it  was  held  that  a 
stream  that  would  not  float  logs,  without  the  aid  of  a  person  in  a 
canoe  or  of  people  on  the  banks  to  push  them  along,  and  when 
the  logs  were  frequently  injured  by  the  difficulty  in  passing  them 
through,  the  stream  was  not  navigable  in  any  sense.* 

The  stream  must  be  of  such  a  character  and  capacity  that  it 
can  be  profitably  and  advantageously  used  during  certain  seasons 
of  the  year  in  its  natural  state,  for  the  passage  of  the  products  of 
the  country  through  which  it  passes ;  but,  while  a  stream  that 
cannot  at  any  season  of  the  year  be  turned  to  profitable  account 
for  this  purpose  is  noi  floatable  in  the  legal  sense,  yet,  if  in  its 

Bon,  8  Micli.  18 ;  State  v.  Canterbury,  Chadbourne,  56   Me.  157 ;   Hooper  v. 

28  N.   H.   195,   navigable  by  usage  ;  Hobson,  57  id.  273 ;  Folger  v.  Pearson, 

Scott  V.  Wilson,  3  N.  H.  321.     (Con-  3  Oregon,  455 ;  Valk  v.  Bidred,  23  Wis. 

necticut  river  above  tbe  ebb  and  flow  410;  Munson  v.  Hungerford,  6  Barb. 

of  the  tide  held  to  be  navigable  for  (N.  Y.)  265 ;  Varick  v.  Smith,  5  Paige 

rafts  and  logs  by  long  user.)     See  also  (N,  Y.),  148 ;  Dwinell  v.  Veazie,  44  Me. 

Shaw  «,  Crawford,   10  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  167. 

236 ;  Pitkin  «.  Olmstead,  1  Root  (Conn.),  '  McManus  ».   Carmichael,  3  Iowa, 

217,  in  which  it  is  held  that  Connect!-  1 ;  Rhodes  «.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578 ;  Mor- 

cut  river  above  the  tide  is  common  to  gan  «.  King,  35  N.  Y.  454. 

aU.     Bullock  t).  Wilson,  2  Port.  (Ala.)  =  j^organ  v.    King,  35   N.   Y.  454; 

436 ;  Martin  v.   Bliss,  5  Blackf.  (Ind.)  Beryl  v.  Carl,  3  Me.  209  ;  Wadsworth 

35  ;  Depew  v.    Canal   Co.,  5   Ind.    8  ;  v.  Smith,  2  Fair.  (Me.)  276. 

Young  v.  Harrison,  6  Ga.  130 ;  Jones  v.  »  People  «.  Tibbetts,   19  N.  Y.  523  ; 

Water  Lot  Co.,  18  id.  539  ;  Harrington  Reynolds  v.  McArthur,  2  Peters  (U.S.), 

®.  Edwards,  17  Miss.  586  ;  Dalrymple  417. 

V.  Mead,  1  Grant's  Cases  (Penn.),  197;  •*  Morgan  «.  King,  35  N.  Y.  454. 

Hubbard  ».  Bell,  54  111.  110 ;  Lincoln  «. 
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natural  state,  it  is  susceptible  of  profitable  use  for  such  purposes 
at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  the  fact  that  dams  are  erected,  and 
that  by  the  aid  of  those  dams  alone  it  is  susceptible  of  such  use 
at  other  seasons  of  the  year,  than  those  in  which  it  would  other- 
wise be  used,  does  not  prevent  its  use  for  such  purposes  at  any 
season  when,  by  the  aid  of  such  dams,  it  can  be  used.' 


Sec.  588.  No  definite  legal  test,  by  which  to  determine  the 
question  of  navigability  for  the  purposes  oi  floatage,  can  be  given. 
It  is  purely  a  question  of  fact,  dependent  upon  the  capacity  of 
the  stream,  the  products  of  the  country,  and  the  profitableness  or 
unprofitableness  of  its  use  in  that  manner.'  If,  in  its  natural 
state,  it  is  capable  of  floating  vessels,  rafts,  logs  or  other  products 
of  the  country  to  market  or  to  mills,  and  in  that  respect  is  fairly 
susceptible  of  beneficial  use  to  the  public,  for  any  considerable 
portion  of  the  time,  then  it  may  be  used  by  the  public  for  that 
purpose,  but  the  owner  of  the  alveus  of  the  stream  is  not  thereby 

»  Volk  V.  Eldred,  23  Wis.  410 ;  Moore 
V.  Sanborne,  2  Mich.  423  ;  Wadswortb 
•0.  Smith,  11  Me.  278;  Naederhouser  v. 
State,  28  Ind.  270;  Veazie  v.  Dwinel, 
50  Me.  479. 

s  Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.  -Y.  454.  The 
natural  capacity  of  the  stream  must 
be  such  as  to  make  it  serve  a  useful 
purpose  to  the  public,  as  a  means  of 
floating  the  products  of  the  country 
to  mills  and  markets.  Hence  if  it  can 
be  used  only  by  a  few  individuals,  and 
only  for  a  few  weeks  in  each  year,  it 
is  not  regarded  as  a  public  stream, 
Munson  d.  Hungerford,  6  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 
265 ;  Burrows  v.  Gallup,  32  Conn.  501. 
Nor  unless  it  is  capable  of  use  with- 
out deepening  or  widening,  or  other 
artificial  means,  as  by  a  dam.  Volk  v. 
Eldred,  ante,  or  digging  out  the  chan- 
nel or  widening  the  stream.  Wads- 
worth  «.  Smith,  11  Me.  278 ;  Veazie  v. 
Dwinnel,  50  id.  479 ;  People  v.  Piatt, 
17  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  195.  It  must  serve  a 
useful  public  purpose,  so  as  fairly  to 
be  said  to  be  of  a  public  character, 
and  beneficial  as  a  public  highway  for 
the  outlet  of  the  products  of  the  coun- 
try it  traverses.  Curtis  v.  Keeler,  15 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  511 ;  Hubbard  v.  Bell,  54 
111.  112 ;  Treat  v.  Lord,  42  Me.  552  ; 
Brown  v.  Chadbourne,  31  id.  9  ;  Morgan 
«.  King,  18  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  277  ;  85  N.  Y. 


(Ct.  of  Appeals)  454 ;  Walker  v.  Shep- 
ardson.  4  Wis.  486  ;  Stuart  x.  Clark, 
2  Swan  (Tenn.)  9 ;  Moore  ■».  Sanborne, 
2  Mich.  253 ;  Weise  v.  Smith,  3  Oregon, 
445 ;  Falyer  v.  Robinson,  id.  458 ; 
Naederhouser  v.  State,  28  Ind.  270 ; 
Rhodes  -o.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578  ;  Laney  v. 
Clifford,  54  Me.  489.  In  such  streams 
it  is  not  necessary  that  they  should  be 
susceptible  of  navigation  against  the 
current.  Morgan  v.  King,  ante  ;  Lor- 
man  v.  Benson,  8  Mich.  18.  But,  upon 
the  authority  of  all  the  cases,  it  must 
be  susceptible  of  bearing  the  products 
of  the  country  in  a  state  fit  for  market, 
so  as  really  to  serve  a  valuable  and 
beneficial  public  purpose.  Whether  it 
is  navigable  for  such  purpose  is  a  ques- 
tion of  fact,  and  must  be  established 
by  those  asserting  the  right  to  use  it 
for  that  purpose.  Rhodes  D.  Otis,  ante. 
In  determining  the  question  of  naviga- 
bility, it  is  the  valuable  more  than  the 
continual  capacity  that  is  to  be  consid- 
ered .  The  real  question  is,  can  it  be 
made  a  valuable  and  beneficial  aid  to 
the  public  in  getting  the  products  of 
the  country  to  market.  Lorman  v. 
Benson,  ante ;  Rice  v.  Ruddington,  19 
Mich.  125  ;  Drawbridge  Co.  v.  Halliday, 
4  Lid.  36 ;  Martin  v.  Bliss,  5  Blackf . 
(Ind.)  185 ;  Depewp.  Canal  Co.,  5  Ind.  8; 
Moore  v.  Sanborne,  2  Mich.  518 
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prevented  from  using  the  stream  in  all  ways  and  for  all  purposes 
not  inconsistent  with  its  use  by  the  public' 

The  riparian  owner  may  apply  the  water  to  use  for  the  pro- 
pulsion of  machinery,  and  for  that  purpose  may  erect  a  dam 
across  the  stream  where  the  stream  is  siva^ly  floatable,  leaving 
suitable  ways  for  the  passage  of  logs  and  other  products."  The 
right  of  the  public  for  passage  with  logs,  etc.,  is  superior  to 
the  right  of  the  riparian  owner,  and  if  he  erects  obstructions  in  the 
stream  which  prevents,  endangers  or  materially  hinders  the  pas- 
sage of  rafts  or  logs,  whether  such  obstruction  is  in  the  form  of  a 
dam  or  otherwise,  such  obstruction  is  a  nuisance  and  subjects  the 
person  making  it,  not  only  to  an  action  for  the  damages  sustained 
by  the  owners  of  rafts  or  logs  obstructed  by  it,  but  also  to  indict- 
ment as  for  a  public  nuisance,  and  the  person  so  injured  by  the 
obstruction  may  abate  so  much  of  the  same  as  is  necessary  to 
secure  the  proper  exercise  of  his  right.' 

Sec.  589.  But,  while  the  right  of  passage  for  the  public  must 
on  the  one  hand  be  respected  by  the  riparian  owner,  so  on  the 
other  hand  must  the  rights  of  the  riparian  owner  be  respected  by 
the  public,  and  where  a  river  is  merely  floatable  the  public  have 
no  right  to  so  use  it  as  to  destroy  its  beneficial  use  for  manufac-  |  * 
turing  purposes."  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  persons  using  a 
fljoatdble  stream  have  no  right  to  erect  dams  thereon,  and  thereby 
detain  and  hold  the  water  to  be  let  ofE  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
aid  in  the  floating  of  logs,  when,  by  such  dams,  the  water  is  with- 
held from  mill-owners  below  to  their  injury,  even  though  except 
5or  such  dams  the  stream  could  not  be  used  for  floatage  at  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year." 

Sec.  590.  In  Rhodes  v.   Otis,  33  Ala.  578,  the  court  says : 

'  Lorman   v.   Benson,  8    Mich.    18 ;  575  ;  Memphis  R.  R.   Co.  «.   Hickg,  5 

Lancy  «.  Cliflford,  54  Me.  491 ;  Morgan  Sund.  (Tenn.)  427  ;  Barnes  v.  Racine, 

V.  King,  18  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  377  ;  Scofield  4  Wis.  454 ;  Burrows  v.  Pixley,  1  Root 

V.  Lansing,  17  Mich.  437.     See  note  in  (Conn.),   363 ;    Brown  v.  Watrous,  47 

Washington   on   Easements,   p.    507;  Me.  161 ;  Gerrish  «.  Brown,  51  id.  256; 

A.very  «.  Fox,  1  Abb.  (U.  S.  C,  C.)  246  ;  Veazie  v.  Dwinel,  50  id.  479  ;  Knox  v. 

Yates  ».  Milwaukie,  10  Wal.  (N.  S.)  Chaloner,  42  id.   156 ;    State  v.  Free- 

497.  port,  43   id.  198 ;  Powers   v.   Irish,  23 

■^  Scofield  V.  Lansing,  17  Mich.  437  ;  Mich.     . 

Thurman  v.  Morrison,  8  B.  Munr.  (Ky.)  **  Scofield  v.  Lansing,  17  Mich.  437. 

367  ;  Douglass  v.  State,  4  Wis.  387.  »  Middleton  v.  Flat  River  Booming 

8  Renwick  v.  Morris,  7  Hill  (N.  Y.),  Co.,  27  Mich.  533. 
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"  The  question  is,  whether  the  stream  is  nt  for  valuable  float- 
age ;  whether  the  public  generally  are  interested  in  transportation 
on  it;  whether  its  capacity  continues  long  enough  to  make  it 
beneficially  useful  to  the  public,  and  to  important  public  inter- 
ests ;  whether  it  has  been  generally  used  for  important  floatage ; 
and  whether  it  will  be  useful  for  future  public  use  ?  These  are 
questions  of  fact  which  must  be  established  by  the  party  seeking 
to  enforce  the  right."  And  the  court  adds,  "  Whether  a  stream 
is  navigable,  is  a  question  of  law,  after  the  facts  as  to  the  above 
points  have  been  ascertained."  Thus  placing  the  whole  matter 
in  its  true  position  as  a  mixed  question  of  law  and  fact.' 

In  California,  floatabilityis  not  regarded  as  rendering  a  stream 
navigable  in  any  sense.  In  Water  Co.  v.  Amsden,  6  Cal.  443, 
the  court  say :  "  A  river  above  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide  may 
be  navigable  when  it  has  sufficient  depth  of  water,  and  width, 
to  float  a  vessel  used  in  the  transportation  of  freight  and  pas- 
sengers, and  this  has  been  extended  to  its  capacity  to  float  rafts 
of  lumber.  To  go  beyond  this,  and  declare  a  stream  navigable 
which  can  float  a  log,  would  be  to  turn  a  rule,  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public,  into  an  instrument  of  serious  detriment  to 
individuals,  if  not  of  actual  private  oppression.  The  only  j>tner 
instance  in  which  a  stream  is  navigable,  is  where  it  is  so  declared 
by  statute." 

Sec.  591.  In  reference  to  non-tidal  navigable  streams,  which 
includes  all  the  large  rivers  of  the  country  devoted  to  the  pur- 
poses of  commercial  intercourse  between  States,  as  well  as  internal 
streams  capable  of  being  navigated  by  vessels  from  one  point  to 
another  in  the  same  State,  as  also  all  tidal  streams  beyond  the 
point  where  they  are  affected  by  the  flow  and  reflow  of  the  tides, 
it  may  be  said  that  they  are  not  only  regarded  as  highways  for 
commerce,  but  also  as  navigable  streams  within  the  strict  appli- 
cation of  the  term,  except  so  far  as  the  rights  of  riparian  owners 
are  concerned. 

The  principal  distinction  between  rivers  navigable  in  la/w  and 

'  In    Wethersfield  v.   Lawrence,   20  public  pass  and  repass  with  vessels  or 

Conn.  318,  the  court  say  :  "  Navigation,  boats,  in  the  prosecution  of  commerce 

the   obstruction  of   which   is  a  public  that  is  essentially  valuable." 
nuisance,  is  on   waters  on  which  the 
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rivers  navigable  i/n  fact,  arises  from  the  difference  in  the  rights 
of  riparian  owners.  As  has  been  before  stated,  riparian  owners 
upon  salt-water  streams  or  arms  of  the  sea,  or  upon  the  sea 
itself,  have  no  title  in  any  portion  of  the  land  which  is  covered 
or  washed  bj  the  waters  of  the  stream  or  of  the  sea,  at  ordinary 
spring-tide.  But  lands  adjoining  the  sea,  or  salt-water  streams 
that  are  usually  dry,  and  are  only  covered  with,  or  washed  by  the 
waters  of  the  sea  at  extraordinary  spring-tide,  belong  prima 
facie  to  the  owner  of  the  adjacent  property,  although  it  is  cov- 
ered with  beach  and  sea- weed.'  They  are  not  only  restricted  in 
their  title  to  the  high- water  mark,  which  is  the  outer  limit  of 
terra  fvrma  upon  which  the  waters  ordinarily  go,  but  they  are 
also  precluded  from  making  any  use  of  the  land  so  embraced 
between  high  and  low-water  mark,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
approaching  the  stream  or  the  sea,  and  it  seems  that  this  right  is 
not  of  such  an  absolute  character  that  they  may  not  be  wholly 
deprived  of  it  by  the  State,  or  those  acting  under  authority  con- 
ferred by  the  State,  without  compensation  for  the  injuries  result- 
ing to  them. 

Sec.  592.  Mr.  Angell,  in  his  work  upon  Tidewaters,  p.  171, 
lays  down  the  doctrine  broadly,  that  it  is  well  settled  that  riparian 
proprietors  cannot  be  cut  off  from  the  water  against  their  consent, 
by  any  extraneous  addition  to  their  upland,  and  he  cites  a  case 
in  Pennsylvania*  and  one  in  New  York'  in  support  of  this, 
doctrine. 

But  this  doctrine  has  no  foundation,  either  in  principle  or  upon*- 
authority,  so  far  as  tidal  streams  are  concerned,  or  fresh-water 
streams,  placed  upon  the  same  footing.  The  State  is  the  owner 
absolutely  of  the  alveus  of  the  stream  to  high-water  mark,  and  as 
such  owner,  may  devote  the  stream,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  such 
purposes  as  it  sees  fit,  so  long  as  it  does  not  materially  obstruct 
navigation.  Riparian  owners  as  such,  upon  this  class  of  streams, 
have  no  more  rights  than  any  other  member  of  the  public,  either  i 
in  the  stream,  or  any  of  the  lands  covered  thereby.     They  can-    \ 

1  Hale's  De  Jure  Maris,  ch.  4,  p.  13 ;    55  ;  Pollard's  Lessees  ■».  Hagan,  3  How. 
Lowe  v.  Gavett,  3  B.  &  Ad.  869,  as  to    (U.  S.  S.  C.)  242. 

land    reclaimed     from    the    sea,    see        '  Ball  v.  Slack,  2  Whart.  (Penn.)  538. 
Attorney-General  ■».  Rees,  4  De  G.  &  J.        '  Cortelyou  v.  Van  Brundt,  3  Johns. 

(N.  T.)  357. 
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not  erect  a  wharf  thereon,  or  use  any  portion  of  the  al/veus  of 
the  stream  for  any  purpose  whatever,  except  in  the  exercise  of 
the  common  right  of  navigation.  They  may  cross  and  recross  the 
same  for  the  purpose  of  approaching  the  sea,  and  so  may  any 
other  member  of  the  public.  They  may  use  the  waters  of  the 
stream  for  ordinary  domestic  purposes,  and  so  may  any  one 
else.  The  owner  of  the  bank  has  no  jus  privatum  or  special 
usufructuary  interest  in  the  water.  He  does  not,  from  the  mere 
circumstance  that  he  is  the  owner  of  the  bank,  acquire  any  special 
or  particular  interest  in  the  stream,  over  any  other  member  of 
the  public,  except  that  by  his  proximity  thereto,  he  enjoys  greater 
conveniences  than  the  public  generally.  To  him,  riparian  owner- 
ship brings  no  greater  rights  than  those  incident  to  all  the  public, 
except  that  he  can  approach  the  water  more  readily,  and  over 
lands  which  the  general  public  have  no  right  to  use  for  that  pur- 
pose. But  this  is  a  mere  convenience,  arising  from  his  owner- 
ship of  the  lauds  adjacent  to  the  ordinary  high-water  mark,  and 
does  not  prevent  the  State  from  depriving  him  entirely  of  this 
convenience,  by  itself  making  erections  upon  the  shore,  or  author- 
izing the  use  of  the  shore  by  others,  in  such  a  way  as  to  deprive 
him  of  this  convenience  altogether,  and  the  injury  resulting  to 
him  therefrom,  although  greater  than  that  sustained  by  the  rest 
of  the  public,  is  "  daianum  absque  injuriaP  Thus  the  State 
may  authorize  the  erection  of  wharves,'  or  the  construction  of 
embankments  for  railroads  on  the  shore  of  tidal  streams,  or  its 
use  in  any  way  that  does  not  directly  trench  on  the  land 
itself  of    the   riparian    owner.*      Lord   Hale,    in   his   treatise. 


'  Hale's  De  Jure  Maris,  chap.  6,  p. 
73  ;  Blundell  v.  Catterall,  5  B.  &  Aid. 
268,  opinion  of  Best,  J. 

-  Gould  i).  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Ca, 
6  X.  Y.  533 ;  Tomlin  v.  Dubuque,  33 
Iowa,  106  ;  McManus  v.  Carmichael,  3 
id.  1 ;  Railroad  Co.  v.  Stevens,  34  N.  J. 
5:^2;  Lansing  ».  Smith,  8  Cow.  (X.Y.)  146. 
In  Re  Water  Com'rs,  8  Edw.  Ch.  (N.Y.) 
306.  In  Yates  xi.  Milwaukie,  10  Wall. 
(U.  S.)  497,  the  court  say  that  a  ripa- 
rian owner  has  certain  rights  as  in- 
cident to  his  ownership  of  the  hanks, 
^'•^lether  he  owns  to  the  center  of  the 

^am  or  not,  and  that  among  these 
are  free  access  to  the  navigable  part 
of  the  stream,  and  of  erecting  a  land- 


ing, wharf  or  pier  for  his  own  use  or 
that  of  the  public.  But  it  will  be  seen 
by  an  exam^ination  of  that  case  that 
this  was  mere  dicta,  and  not  involved 
in  the  actual  decision  of  the  case.  Bj 
the  decision  of  the  courts  in  Wisconsin 
riparian  owners,  on  the  banks  of  navi- 
gable streams,  own  to  the  center  there- 
of, and  this  ownership  carries  with  it, 
by  necessary  implication,  the  exclusive 
right,  as  against  the  State  or  individ- 
uals, to  erect  piers,  wharves,  etc.,  upon 
the  shores  of  the  stream  to  low-water 
mark,  taking  care  not  to  obstruct  navi- 
gation thereby.  This  is  a  right  that  is 
incident  to  the  land,  as  well  as  to  the 
right  to  the  flow  of  the  stream  in  ita 
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De  Jure  Maris,  part  1,  chap.  8,  p.  11,  says:*  "The  king's 
right  of  property  or  ownership  in  the  sea  and  soil  thereof,  is 
evidenced  principally  in  these  things  that  follow  :  first,  the  right 
of  fishing  in  the  sea,  and  the  creeks  and  arras  thereof,  is  origin- 
ally  lodged   in   the   crown."     In   chap.    6,  page   73,  he   says : 


usual  quantity,  quality  and  volume,and 
therefore  the  State  has  not  the  power 
to  deprive  him  of  that  right  without 
compensation,  much  less  has  a  muni- 
cipal corporation,  deriving  its  powers 
from  the  State,  the  power  to  disturb 
the  exercise  of  that  right,  by  declaring 
it  a  public  nuisance,  as  was  attempted 
in  this  case.  The  courts  have  uni- 
formly held  that  a  municipal  corpora 
tion  cannot,  by  ordinance,  make  that  a 
nuisance,  which  is  not  in  fact  a  nui- 
sance, either  at  common  law  or  by  stat- 
ute, and  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  also, 
that  a  city  cannot  abate  a  nuisance  any 
more  than  an  individual,  unless  it  is 
specialy  injured  thereby,  or  unless  it 
is  specially  empowered  to  do  so  by 
statute.  Miller  v.  Burch,  32  Tex.  208 ; 
Welch  V.  Stowell,  3  Doug.  (Mich.) 
323.  And  then  it  could  only  do  so 
when  the  thing  abated  was  in  fact  a 
nuisance.  The  broad  statement  of  the 
court  that,  whether  the  title  of  the 
riparian  owner  extended  to  the  center 
of  the  stream  or  not,  that  the  riparian 
owner  had  a  right  of  free  access  to  the 
navigable  part  of  the  stream,  and  the 
right  to  erect  wharves  or  piers  for  his 
own  use  or  that  of  the  public,  is 
wholly  unsustained  by  authority. 
When  the  riparian  owner  is  restricted 
in  his  title  to  high- water  mark,  the  erec- 
tion of  a  pier,  wharf  or  quay,  without 
authority  from  the  State,  is  a  purpres- 
ture,  and  if  it  in  any  measure  abridges 
or  obstructs  the  navigation  of  the 
stream,  it  is  also  a  public  nuisance, 
and  its  destruction  by  the  State  or  by 
any  one  specially  injured  thereby,  is 
not  a  taking  of  the  property  of  another 
without  compensation,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution.  But 
when  the  title  of  the  riparian  owner 
extends  to  low-water  mark,  or  to  the 
center  of  the  stream,  then  he  may 
erect  wharves  or  piers  to  the  limit  of 
his  boundary,  if  he  does  not  thereby 
impede  or  obstruct  navigation,  because 
he  then  has  a  right  of  property  in  the 
stream  itself,  and  to  the  extent  of  that 


right,  is  entitled  to  its  undisturbed  en- 
joyment, subject,  however,  to  the  right 
of  eminent  domain  in  the  State,  upon 
proper  compensation. 

The  case  of  Buccleugh  v.  Metropol- 
itan Board  of  Works,  5  H.  L.  418,  is 
sometimes  cited  as  holding  a  different 
doctrine ;  but  an  examination  of  that 
case  will  show  that  it  is  not  at  all  in  con- 
flict with  the  doctrine  of  the  text.  In 
that  case  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of 
a  manor,  called  the  Montague  House, 
upon  the  bank  of  the  river  Thames. 
He  had  constructed  a  jetty  on  the  shore, 
with  steps  leading  to  the  landing, 
which  was  used  by  him  for  the  con- 
venience of  his  estate.  The  defend- 
ants, under  the  provisions  of  the  27th 
section  of  the  Thames  Embankment 
Act,  laid  out  a  highway  on  the  shore 
of  the  river,  running  the  whole  length 
of  the  plaintiff's  estate  and  destroyed 
his  jetty,  cut  off  his  approach  to  the 
river,  and  deprived  his  estate  of  the 
washings  of  the  river.  The  plaintiff 
brought  his  action  for  the  injury  re- 
sulting to  him,  and  the  question  arose, 
not  upon  the  rights  of  the  plaintiff  at 
common  law,  but  under  the  statute  in 
question.  By  the  statute,  express  pro* 
vision  was  made  for  compensation  for 
injury  to  river  frontage,  and  also  for  in- 
juries to  all  easements,  interests, 
rights  and  privileges  in  or  over  lands. 
Here  was  an  express  recognition  of 
easements,  etc.,  by  the  legislature  in 
the  shore  of  the  river,  and  provision  for 
compensation  for  inj  uries  t  hereto.  The 
court  held  that,  under  this  statute, the 
easement  held  by  the  plaintiff  in  the 
water-front  was  an  interest  in  lands, 
which  entitled  him  to  compensation 
for  all  injuries  resulting  therefrom. 
Again,  the  plaintiff  held  his  estate  as 
tenant  for  a  term  under  a  lease,  and 
two  agreements  from  the  crown,  which, 
in  the  absence  of  reservation,  carried 
his  right  of  occupancy,  not  merely  to 
the  shore,  but  to  low-water  mark  in 
the  stream.  The  court  expressly  dis- 
claimed any  intention  to  disturb  the 


'  Hale's  De  Jure  Maris,  53. 
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"  Before  any  port  is  legally  settled,  although  the  propriety  of  the 
soil  of  a  creek  or  harbor  may  belong  to  a  subject,  or  private  per- 
son^ yet  tlie  king  has  his  jus  regium  in  that  creek  or  harbor ;  and 
there  is  also  a  common  liberty  for  any  one  to  come  thither  with 
boats  or  vessels,  as  against  all  hut  the  king.     And  upon  this 


doctrine  of  Brand  v.  Hammersmitli  R. 
R.  Co.,  4  H.  L.  Cas.  171,  or  Glasgow 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hunter,  2  H.  L.  (Sc.)  78,  in 
wliich  it  was  held  that  consequential 
damages  could  not  be  recovered  of  a 
railroad  company  by  a  land  owner 
when  they  did  not  amount  to  a  taking  of 
land.  But  Lord  Chelmsford  expressly 
based  the  decision  upon  the  ground 
that  land  rms  taken  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  act.  But  Lord  Westbl'RY 
dissented  from  the  judgment,  on  the 
ground  that  under  the  statute  the 
plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  a  recovery. 
The  real  test  of  the  right  of  a  riparian 
owner  to  recover  for  injuries  resulting 
to  his  estate  from  the  taking  of  the  soil 
between  high  and  low-water  mark,  is, 
whether  he  has  any  property  or  inter- 
est in  the  land  taken.  If  he  has,  then 
all  the  authorities  concur  in  holding 
that  he  may  recover ;  but  if  he  has  not, 
there  is  no  well-cohsidered  case  in 
which  a  recovery  is  upheld.  The  same 
doctrine  that  would  give  to  a  riparian 
owner,  whose  land  is  not  taken,  con- 
sequential damages  resulting  from  a 
use  of  the  shores  that  diminishes  his 
convenience  or  the  value  of  his  estate, 
would  operate  to  entirely  destroy  the 
dominion  that  one  has  over  his  estate, 
and  would  subject  land  owners  in  the 
use  of  their  property  to  the  dictation 
and  tastes  of  adjoining  owners.  A 
man,  upon  the  same  principle,  would 
be  compelled  to  erect  buildings  upon 
his  land  adapted  to  the  style  and  char- 
acter of  his  neighbor's  building  ;  lest 
the  value  of  his  neighbor's  building 
should  be  diminished,  and  a  lot  owner 
in  the  vicinity  of  elegant  residences 
would  be  prevented  from  setting  up  a 
grocery  store,  or  other  lawful  trade, 
upon  his  land,  because  it  would  dimin- 
ish the  value  of  his  neighbor's  prem- 
ises, by  rendering  it  less  desirable  as 
a  residence.  But  no  such  doctrine  pre- 
vails, and  no  such  restrictions  upon  the 
rights  of  the  State  or  of  individuals 
is  recognized  by  the  law. 

In  Stevens  ?).'Patterson,  34  N.  J.  533, 
Beasley,  Ch.  J.,  in  passing  upon  the 
rights   of  the  legislature  to  authorize 


the  construction  of  a  railroad  between 
high  and  low-water  mark  on  the  shore 
of  a  tidal  stream,  said :  "The  man  who 
owns  the  land  next  to  navigable  water, 
is  more  conveniently  situated  for  the 
enj  oyment  of  the  public  easement ,  than 
the  rest  of  the  community.  *  *  *  But 
such  owner  has,  in  the  jus  publicum, 
by  the  common  law,  no  more  or  higher 
rights  than  others." 

In  Gould  V.  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co., 
6  N.  Y.  523  Watson,  J.,  said,  quoting 
from  and  adopting  the  opinion  of  the 
chancellor  iu  Lansing  u.  Smith,  8  Cow. 
(N.Y.)  146:  "  The  banks  of  the  Hud- 
son,  between  high  and  low-watet  mark, 
belong  to  the  people,  and  the  riparian 
proprietor  has  no  better  right  to  the 
use  of  it  than  any  other  person.  If  he 
built  on  it  or  erected  a  wharf  there,  it 
would  be  a,  purpresture  which  the  leg- 
islature might  direct  to  be  removed  or 
to  be  seized  for  the  use  of  the  publia 
Harg  Law  Tr.  85.  Or  the  legislature 
may  authorize  erections  in  front  there- 
of, as  in  case  of  Smith's  wharf  on  the 
Thames." 

In  Rex  V.  Smith,  2  Doug.  435,  cited 
ante  in  note  to  sec.  585,  the  defendant 
was  indicted  for  removing  an  erection 
made  upon  piles  for  a  towing-path  in 
front  of  his  wharf  on  the  river  Tliames. 
He  made  the  removal  on  the  ground 
that  the  towing-path  was  a  nuisance 
to  his  rights.  The  court  held  that  the 
king  might  authorize  the  construction 
of  a  towing-path  upon  any  portion  of 
the  river  between  high  and  low-water 
mark,  even  though,  by  so  doing,  the 
defendant  was  cut  oflF  from  the  use  of 
his  wharf. 

In  Tomlin  v.  Dubuque,  33  Iowa,  106, 
Dat,  Ch.  J.,  says  :  "  The  doctrine  ad- 
duced from  adjudged  cases  is,  that  by 
the  rules  of  the  common  law  the  owner 
of  land  along  the  shore  of  a  navigable 
river,  is  entitled  to  no  rights,  either  in 
its  shores  or  waters,  as  an  incident  of 
his  oionership,  except  the  contingent 
ones,  of  alluvium  and  dereliction " 
Smart  v.  Dundee,  8  Brown,  119. 

In  Chapman  v.  Oshkosh  R.  R.  Co., 
33  Wis.  629,  the  court    say  that  the 
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account,  though  A  may  have  the  propriety  of  a  creek  or  harbor 
or  navigable  river,  yet  the  king  inay  grant  there  the  liberty  of  a 
port  to  B,  and  so  the  interest  of  propriety  and  the  interest  of 
franchise  be  several  and  divided.  And  in  this  no  injury  is  at 
all  done  to  A,  for  he  hath  what  he  had  before."  He  adds,  "  But 
if  A  hath  the  ripa,  or  bank  of  the  port,  the  king  may  not  gra  nt 
the  liberty  to  unlade  on  that  bank  or  ripa  without  his  consent, 
unless  custom  hath  made  the  liberty  thereof  free  to  all,  as  in 
many  places  it  is ;  for  that  would  be  a  prejudice  to  the  private 
interest  of  A,  which  may  not  be  taken  from  him  without  such 


doctrine  of  Gould  v.  Hudson  River  R. 
R.  Co.,  and  the  other  cases  cited  ante, 
are  unsound,  and  that  a  riparian  owner 
is  entitled  to  compensation  when  he  is 
cut  off  from  his  water  front  on  a  navi- 
gable stream  by  the  State  or  those  act- 
ing under  authority  vested  by  the 
State,  and  the  court  cites  the  doctrine 
laid  down  by  McLean,  J.,  in  Bowman 
«.  Wathen,  2  McLean  (U.  S.),  376,  with 
approbation.  But  the  court  lost  sight 
of  the  fact  that  the  dicta  of  McLean, 
J. ,  quoted  and  approved  by  the  court, 
is  not,  and  never  was  regarded  as  law, 
either  in  this  country  or  England,  and 
that  it  is  mere  dicta  and  no  part  of  the 
actual  decision  of  the  court  in  the  case 
referred  to.  Neither  do  I  apprehend 
that  McLean,  J.,  intended  to  be  under- 
stood as  meaning  that  the  right  to  set 
up  a  ferry  vested  in  a  riparian  owner, 
but  rather  that,  except  under  peculiar 
circumstances,  he  could  prevent  the 
exercise  of  such  a  franchise,  unless  hia 
land  was  taken  and  paid  for,  because 
no  one  could  land  upon  his  estate 
without  his  consent.  He  did  not  in- 
tend to  hold,  as  the  case  shows,  that 
the  right  to  maintain  a  ferry  was  inci- 
dent to  riparian  ownership,  and  if  he 
did,  there  is  not  another  case,  ancient 
or  modern,  in  which  such  a  doctrine  is 
held.  CSee  cases  cited  in  note  to  Sec. 
596,  p.  628. )  Again,  really  the  case  of 
Chapman  v,  R.  R.  Co.,  supra,  was  de- 
cided correctly,  and  does  not  at  all 
militate  against  the  doctrine  of  the 
text.  In  Wisconsin,  it  is  held  that  a 
riparian  owner  upon  the  banks  of  a 
non-tidal  stream,  takes  to  the  center  of 
the  stream.  Walker  v.  Shepardson,  4 
Wis.  486,  and  are  presumed  to  own  to 
the  middle  of  the  channel  (Mariner  v. 
Shultz,  13  Wis.  693),  unless  restricted 
by  the  language  of  the  grant  express- 


ed so  as  to  show  a  clear  intention  to 
limit  the  grant  to  the  shore.  Yates  v. 
Judd,  18  Wis.  118.  It  is  also  held 
that  such  owners  may  build  wharves 
so  as  not  to  obstruct  navigation  (Yatea 
V,  Judd,  ante),  and  this  right  in  the 
soil  is  of  such  a  character  that  it  may 
be  used  for  any  purpose  that  does  not 
interfere  with  the  public  easement 
therein,  and  the  establishment  of  dock 
lines,  without  compensation  to  the 
owner  of  the  soil,  is  unconstitutional'. 
Walker  v.  Shepardson,  4  Wis.  486. 
Now,  this  being  the  recognized  right 
of  the  plaintiff  Ghapman,  as  a  riparian 
owner  on  Pox  river,  his  right  to  recover 
for  the  damage  resulting  to  him  from 
being  cut  off  from  these  rights  by  the 
actual  taking  of  his  land,  is  clear  and 
unequivocal,  and  in  no  wise  inconsist- 
ent with  the  doctrine  of  Gould  «.  Rail- 
road Co. ;  Stevens  v.  Railroad  Co. ,  or 
Tomlin  v.  Railroad  Co.,  ante. 

There  are  cases  which  seem  to  be  in 
conflict  with  this  doctrine,  but  it  will 
be  found  upon  an  examination  of  those 
cases,  that  they  arise  in  reference  to 
the  rights  of  owners  upon  fresh-water 
streams  where  the  courts  have  under- 
taken to  restrict  the  riparian  owners 
to  high-water  mark,  and  the  reasoning 
of  the  courts  is  predicated  upon  a  false 
basis,  and  therefore  leads  to  false  con- 
clusions. Thus  in  Bowman  «.Wathen, 
2  McLean  (U.  S.),  376,  McLean,  J.,  in 
speaking  of  riparian  rights,  says: 
"  The  riparian  owner  has  the  right  of 
fishery,  of  ferry,  and  every  other  right 
which  is  properly  appendant  to  the  soil, 
etc."  Now  what  rights  in  the  stream, 
with  the  owner  restricted  to  high- 
water  mark,  has  he,  greater  than  the 
rest  of  the  public  ?  What  rights  has 
he  in  the  stream  appendant  to  the 
land  ?    He  has  not  the  right  of  ferry 
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consent."  Here  Lord  Hale  clearly  indicates  that  the  only 
restraint  of  the  king  in  his  control  over,  of  power  of  granting 
special  franchises  in  a  navigable  stream,  as  against  riparian  own- 
ers, is  in  the  taking  or  using  of  the  hanks  themselves.  All  other 
uses  are,  according  to  him^  and  according  to  the  law  of  every 
well-considered  case  in  this  country  or  England,  damnum  absque 
injuria.  The  only  prejudice  to  the  private  interest  of  the  owner 
of  the  bank,  is  in  the  hank  itself,  and,  so  long  as  that  is  not  dis- 
turbed, he  is  not  deprived  of  a  single  right  which  is  not  equally 
possessed  by  every  other  member  of  the  public. 

Sec.  598.  But  this  must  be  understood  as  only  applicable  to 
cases  where  riparian  ownership  does  not  exist,  in  a  legal  sense,  for 
the  riparian  owner  may,  by  grant  from  the  State,  be  clothed  with 


as  of  common  right,  as  will  be  seen 
hereafter,  and  he  has  not  the  right  of 
fishery,  except  in  common  with  all  the 
public,  unless  the  right  has  been  con- 
ferred upon  him  bv  the  State. 

He  cannot  build  a  wharf  or  in  any 
way  appropriate  any  portion  of  the 
shore  to  his  use  ;  if  he  does,  the  State 
may  proceed  against  him  for  a  pur- 
presture,  if  not  for  a  public  nuisance. 
He  can  do  no  act  upon  that  part  of 
the  stream  that  is  not  equally  the 
privilege  of  every  other  citizen.  He 
has  no  special  rights  in  the  shore,  for 
that  is  of  common  right,  and  free  to 
all  the  king's  subjects.  Callis  on 
Sewers,  55 ;  Somerset  v.  Fagwell,  5  B. 
&  C.  883  ;'  Rex  v.  Smith,  2  Doug.  441  ; 
Comyn's  Dig.,  tit.  Navigation,  103 ; 
Stratton  v.  Brown,  4  B.  &  C.  485 ;  Fitz- 
walter's  Case,  1  Mod.  105 ;  Constable's 
Case,  5  Coke,  107. 

He  has  no  rights  in  the  stream  of 
my  kind  or  description  that  are  appen- 
iant  to  his  land,  unless  they  have 
3een  specially  conferred  by  statute. 
The  State  owns  the  stream  and  the 
and  covered  by  it  to  high- water  mark, 
md  it  may  use  the  stream  and  the  land 
t  covers  as  it  will.  The  State  holds 
his  title  in  trust  for  all  the  people, 
md  as  the  representative  of  the  whole 
)ublic.  Therefore  it  is  that  all  the 
)eop]ehave  a  common  and  equal  right 
herein,  to  the  full  and  entire  extent 
f  the  title  of  the  State,  unless  they 
re  abridged  by  statute,  custom,  or 
Tescription,  and  no  one  has  any 
pecial    or    peculiar  advantage   over 
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another  thereon,  except  by  license  or 
grant  from  the  State.  The  necessity 
for  this  rule  is  obvious,  and  needs  no 
support.  There  are  cases,  but  they 
are  rare,  where  courts  have  attempted 
to  apply  the  law  applicable  to  high- 
ways to  tidal  navigable  streams.  In 
Clement  v.  Barnes,  43  N.  H.  607,  the 
court  upheld  an  action  of  trespass 
quare  clau-sum  fregit  in  favor  of  the 
owner  of  the  banks  against  one  who 
entered  upon  the  shore  and  dug  up 
and  carried  away  a  portion  of  the  soil. 
But  the  doctrine  of  this  case  is  not 
only  extraordinary,  but  wholly  unsup- 
ported by  authority.  It  will  be  seen 
upon  an  examination  of  it  that  it 
bases  its  doctrine  upon,  and  cites  in 
support  of  it,  cases  applicable  only  to 
fresh-water  streams.  In  McManus  v. 
Carmichael,  3  Iowa,  1,  which  is  a  well- 
considered  case,  and  entitled  to  weight 
as  an  authority,  it  was  held  that  a 
riparian  owner  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi  river  had  no  such  interest 
in  the  soil  between  high  and  low-water 
mark  as  would  enable  him  to  maintain 
trespass  against  one  who  removes  sand 
from  the  shore.  It  is  somewhat  difiA- 
cult  to  understand  how  quare  clausum 
fregit  will  lie  at  the  suit  of-  one  who 
has  no  interest  in  the  soil  invaded. 
In  Mather  v.  Chapman,  40  Conn.  383, 
it  was  held  that  sea-weed  deposited 
upon  the  shore  between  high  and  low- 
water  mark  belongs  to  the  first  appro- 
priator,  and  that  the  owner  of  adjacent 
land  could  not  maintain  trespass  there 
for. 
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a  special  interest  or  property  in  the  sea  or  stream,  which  tndows 
him  with  rights  sucli  as  are  not  possessed  by  the  public  generally, 
and  which  estop  the  State  from  a  special,  or  any  use  of  the  stream 
or  the  alveus  thereof,  to  his  injury  or  prejudice,  without  proper 
compensation  therefor.  If  a  special  right  exists  in  the  shore 
owner,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  State,  and  which  is  made 
appendant  to  his  land,  this  special  right  cannot  be  destroyed 
without  proper  recompense,  for  its  destruction  or  injury  is  the 
taking  of  private  property,  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitu- 
tion. Thus  the  State  may  by  patent  convey  the  land  on  the  shore 
of  the  stream  to  low-water  mark,*  or  it  may  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  wharves,  piers,  quays  and  docks,"  or  it  may  grant  the 
right  of  ferriage  between  opposite  shores,*  or  the  right  of  fishing 
opposite  the  banks,*  and  other  uses  which  it  is  not  necessary  to 
enumerate;  and  when  such  rights  have  been  legally  conferred 
upon  the  riparian  owner  (and  they  are  never  incident  to  the 
land),  they  cannot  be  interfered  with  by  the  State  or  those  acting 
under  authority  given  by  the  State,  without  compensation  for 
the  injury  resulting  therefrom.* 


*  Del.  &  Hud.  Canal  Co.  v.  Lawrence, 
9  N.  T.  Sup  Ct.  60 ;  Attorney-General 
V.  Boston  Wharf  Co.,  13  Gray  (Mass.), 
583 ;  Winnisimmet  Co.  v.  Wyman,  11 
Allen  (Mass.),  432  ;  Nichols  v.  Boston, 
98  Mass.  39  ;  Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.  Y. 
454. 

*  Hale's  de  Jure  Maris,  chap.  6,  p.  73. 
^  The  right  to  set  up  a  ferry  is  a 

franchise  which  no  one  can  exercise 
without  a  license  from  the  State 
(Blissett  V.  Hart,  Willes,  512,  n),  or  by 
prescription.  2  Rolle's  Abr.  140 ;  Lan- 
sing V.  Smith,  4  Wend.  (N.  T.)  21  ; 
Benson  «.  Majorie,  10  Barb.  (N.  T.) 
223;  Young  v.  Harrison,  6  Ga.  139; 
Dyer  v.  Bridge  Co.,  2  Porter  (Ala.), 
396;  Stark.i).  McGowen,  1  N.  &  McC.  (S. 
C.)  387  ;  Nashville  v.  Shelby,  10  Yer- 
ger  (Tenn.),  380  ;  Somerville  v.  Wam- 
bish,  7  Gratt.  (Va.)  205.  A  riparian 
owner  may  set  up  a  ferry  for  his  own 
use,  but  not  for  the  use  of  others. 
Young  V.  Harrison,  ante  ;  People  v. 
Mayor,  etc.,  32  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  103; 
Norris  v.  Farmers'  Co.,  6  Cal.  590 ; 
Johnson  v.  Erskine,  9  Tex.  1 ;  Sparks 
v.  White,  7  Humph.  (Tenn.)  86 ;  De 
Jure  Maris,  73  ;  Milton  v.  Haddon,  33 
Ala.  30 ;  Tayler  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Jones 
(N,  C),  277  ;  Mills  v.  St.  Clair  Co.,  3 


Gilman  (111.),  177  ;  Cooper  v.  Smith,  9 
S.  &  R.  (Penn.)  36  ;  Trustees  v.  Talman 
13  ni.  37 ;  Murray  v.  Murfee,  30  Ark. 
560.  A  ferry  franchise  is  not  an  inci- 
dent of  riparian  ownership.  Patrick 
V.  Ruflfhers,  3  Rob.  (Va.)  309  ;  Young 
V.  Harrison,  6  Ga.  130 ;  Stanford  8. 
Mangin,  30  id.  475.  All  unlicensed 
ferries  are  nuisances.  3  Kent's  Com. 
458,  459;  3  Blackstone's  Com.  319. 
But  the  State  may  license  as  many 
ferries  to  and  from  the  same  point  as 
it  chooses.  Dyer  v.  Tuscaloosa  Bridge 
Co.,  2  Porter  (Ala.),  396;  R.  R.  v. 
Douglass,  9  N.  Y.  444 ;  Charles  River 
Bridge,  v.  Warren  Bridge,  11  Peters 
(U.  S.),  430;  Bridge  Co.  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
17  Conn.  454  ;  Thompson  i).  R.  R.  Co., 
3  Sandf .  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  635  ;  Bridge  Co. «. 
Fish,  1  Barbour's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  547; 
Toledo  Bank  v.  Bard,  10  Ohio  (N.  S.), 
633 ;  Canal  Co.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Leigb 
(Va.),  43  ;  Benson  v.  Mayor,  etc.,  IC 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  223 ;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  R.  B 
Co.,  3  Gray  (Mass.),  5  ;  East  Hartforc 
v.  Bridge  Co.,  13  How.  (U.  S.)  71 
Shorter  v.  Smith,  9  Ga.  517. 

*  Hale's  de  Jure  Maris,  chap.  6.  pagi 
73  (Hargrave's  Tracts). 

*  Bowman  v.  Wathen,  2  McLean  (Tl 
S.),  376. 
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Sec.  594.  It  might  with  as  much  propriety  be  claimed  that  an 

owner  of  land  adjoining  mj  land  had  an  interest  therein  hecause 

it  adjoins  my  land,  which  prevents  me  from  making  a  lawful  use 

of  my  land  without  his  consent  or  approbation,  as  to  hold  that, 

when  the  title  of  the  bed  of  a  stream,  as  well  as  to  the  stream 

itself,  is  in  the  State,  it  has  not  the  power  to  authorize  its  use  for 

my  purpose,  without  making  compensation  to  contiguous  owners 

or  all  consequential  injuries.    Interfering  with  the  convenience  of 

)thers,  without  taking  their  property,  is  never  the  subject  of  com- 

)ensation  when  occasioned  by  those  acting  under  the  authority  of 

he  State.     This  has  been  decided  in  numerous  instances  by  the 

ourts,both  of  this  country  and  of  England.'     Therefore  where, 

s  in  IowOj^   and  in  New  York,   upon  certain  of  its   navigable 

treams  the  title  of  riparian  owners  is  restricted  'to  high-water 

lark,  they  can  be  said  to  have  no  property  or  interest  in  the 

cream  or  its  shore,  more  than  any  other  member  of  the  public, 

ad  as  i\iQ\v  propei'ty  i%  not  taken  by  the  power  of  the  State,  their 

ijuries,  if  any,  are  "  damnum  absque  in^uriaP  * 

Sec.  595.  But  it  should  not  be  understood  by  this,  that  conse- 
aential  damages  can  never  be  recovered  when  they  result  from 
its  done  under  legislative  authority.  There  may  be  a  taking  of 
•operty  within  the  spirit  as  well  as  within  the  strict  letter  of  the 
institution,  where  the  injury  is  a  mere  result  of  the  use  of  other 
operty  under  a  legislative  grant.  But  I  understand  the  rule 
be,  that  when,  by  the  use  of  adjoining  property,  for  the  pur- 

'  Canal  Co.  «.  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Paige  (N.  Taffe  Vale   R.   R.   Co.,    5  H.  N.  679; 

),  323;   Fletcher  v.   R.   R.   Co.,  25  Hinchman  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  C.  E.  Green 

end.  (N.  T.)  463  ;  R.  R.  v.  Applegate,  (N.  J.),  75  ;  Wilson  «.  Mayor,  1    Den, 

Dana  (Ky.),  289  ;  Arnold  'c.  R.  R.  Co.,  (N.  Y.)  595  ;  Blyth  ■».  Birmingham,  11 

•  Barb.  (N.  T.)  108 ;  Smith  v.  Boston,  Exchq.  785  ;  Macy  v.  Indianapolis,  17 

'  ]ush.  (Mass.)  234 ;  Hamilton  x>.  R.  R.  Ind.  267  ;  Graves  xi.  Otis,  2  Hill  (N.  Y.), 

< .,  9  Paige  (N.  Y.)  171 ;  Rex  ».  Morris,  466  ;  Brand  v.  Hammersmith  R.  R.,  1  L. 

!.  &  Ad.  441;  Lansing  v.  Smith,  8  Cow.  R.  Ex.  130 ;  Turner  «.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Barb. 

\.  Y.)  146;   Steele  v.   Inland  Locks  (N.  Y.)  100  ;  Abrahams  ».  R.  R.  Co..  16  Q. 

]v.  Co.,    2    Johns.    283;    Harris   v.  B.  384  ;  Williams «.  Wilcox,  8  Ad.  &  El. 

■J  ompson,  9  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  350  ;  Wil-  314  ;  Attorney-General  v.  Southampton 

lins  t).  R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  Y.  222 ;  First  R.  R.,  8  Sim.  78;  Proprietors  «.  New- 

Iptist  Church  -o.  R.   R.  Co.,  6  Barb,  comb,  7  Mete.  (Mass.)  276;  Casters. 

(  Y.)  313 ;  Cochran  'o.  Van  Surley, 20  Mayor,  43  N.  Y.  399  ;  Wilson  «.  Black 

"*  Jnd.  365  ;  Drake  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Barb.  Creek  Marsh  Co.,  2  Peters  (U.S.),  245  ; 

(    Y.)  508;  Flint  -e.  Toledo  R.  R.  Co.,  Vassar  t.  R.  R.  Co.,  42  Ga.  631. 

4  111.  184  ;  R.  R.  Co.  t,.  Kerr,  62  Penn.  «  Haight  «.  Keokuk,  4  Iowa,  199. 

5  353;  1  Am.  Rep.  471 ;  Ely -o.  Roches-  ^  Tj^e  People  «.  Canal  Appraisers, 
t.  26  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  138;  Vaughn  v.  83  N.  Y.  461. 
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poses  contemplated  by  the  grant,  the  property  of  others  is  directly 
invaded  by  some  physical  agency  that  produces  an  actual  physical 
invasion  of  the  property  over  which  it  passes,  or  is  sent,  and 
thereby  impairs  the  use  of  the  property,  that  this  is  a  taking  of 
property  which  entitles  the  owner  of  the  property  injured  to 
compensation,  even  though  the  invasion  and  damage  is  only  occa- 
sional. But  where  the  injury  is  a  remote  consequence  of  an  act, 
and  not  a  direct  or  necessary  result,  and  does  not  operate  as  a 
physical  interference  with  property,  or  impose  upon  it  an  onerous 
servitude,  and  only  occurs  at  intervals,  it  is  strictly  consequential 
damage,  that  cannot  be  the  subject  of  an  action.* 


Sec.  596.  In  this  country  each  State  has  exclusive  jurisdiction 
and  control  over  its  inland  streams  that  are  not  avenues  of  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  other  States,  and  may  deal  with  them  as 
it  pleases.     It  may  authorize  the  erection  of  wharves,  piers,  docks 


'  People  «.  Kerr,  37  Barb.  (N.  T.) 
357;  Pumpelly  -y.  Green  Bay  Co.,  15 
Wall.  (U.  S.)  166 ;  Rickett  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
2  H.  L.  Cas.  175 ;  Brand  v.  Hammer 
smitli  R.  R.  Co.,  L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  233 
Alexander  v.  Milwaukie,  16  Wis.  347 
In  Bamford  v.  Turnley,  6  L.  T.  (N.  8.) 
731,  the  court  says :  "  That  law  is  a  bad 
one,  which,  for  public  benefit,  inflicts 
injury  and  loss  upon  a  citizen  without 
compensation." 

In  Eaton  v,  Boston,  Concord  &  Mon- 
treal R.  R.,  51  N.  H.  504  ;  13  Am.  Rep. 
147,  this  question  is  very  fully  and 
ably  discussed  by  Smith,  J.  "If," 
eays  he,  "  property  in  land  consists  in 
certain  essential  rights,  and  a  physical 
interference  with  the  land  subverts 
one  of  those  rights,  such  interference 
'  takes,'  pro  tanto  the  owner's  property. 
The  right  of  indefinite  user  is  an  es- 
sential quality  or  attribute  of  absolute 
property,  without  which,  absolute 
property  can  have  no  legal  existence. 
Use  is  the  real  side  of  property." 
Pumpellv  v.  Green  Bay  Co.,  13  Wall. 
(U.S.)  166;  People  v.  Nearing,  37  N. 
Y.  306 ;  Lancaster  v.  Richardson,  4 
Lans.  (N.  Y.)  136 ;  Morse  «.  Stocker,  1 
Allen  (Mass.),  150 ;  Yates  «.  Milwaukie, 
10  Wall.  (U.  S.)  497 ;  Yates  v.  Judd,  18 
Wis.  374 ;  Lee  ■».  Pembroke  Iron  Co., 
57  Me.  481 ;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  N. 
J.  61 ;  Alexander t).  Milwaukie,  16  Wis. 


247 ;  Thurston  v.  St.  Joseph,  51  Mo. 
510 ;  11  Am.  Rep.  463  ;  Lackland  v.  R.R. 
Co.,  31  Mo.  180.  In  this  case  Napton, 
J.,  in  discussing  the  right  of  the  plain- 
tiff to  recover  for  being  cut  off  from 
the  beneficial  use  of  the  street  in  front 
of  his  premises,  by  the  erection  of  a 
railroad  thereon,  said,  "As  to  the 
ownership  of  the  soil  of  the  street,  the 
question  is  of  no  practical  importance. 
The  right  of  an  owner  of  a  lot  in  a 
town  to  the  use  of  the  adjoining  street, 
is  as  much  property,  as  the  lot  itself, 
and  the  legislature  can  no  more  deprive 
a  man  of  one,  than  the  other,  without 
compensation."  See  Atkinson  v.  Phila. 
&  Trenton  R.  R.  Co.,  14  Haz.  Pa.  Reg. 
(U.  S.  C.  C.)  10,  where  an  injunction  I 
was  refused  to  restrain  the  laying  of  a  i 
railroad  track  along  a  highway,  unless 
it  was  established  that  the  plaintiff's 
property  was  to  be  affected  thereby  and  . 
some  private  right  invaded.  Cincin- ! 
nati  College  v,  Nesmith,  2  Cin.  (Ohio;  | 
34;  Stale  v.  Lanerack,  34  N.  J.  201  j 
Richardson  x>.  Vt.  Central  R.  B.  Co.,  2c  j 
Vt.  465.  In  People  «.  Manhattan  Gaf  i 
Light  Co.,  64  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  55,  it  wa;  i 
held  that  while  the  legislature  migh  ; 
license  a  public  nuisance,  it  could  no  j 
authorize  a  use  of  property  that  worke(  I 
a  violation  of  private  rights,  withou  ' 
compensation.  See  Adams  v.  R.R.Co. 
18  Minn.  363 
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or  dams,  thereon,  or  the  erection  of  bridges  over  them,  or 
even  divert  the  water  thereof,  and  entirely  destroy  their  naviga- 
bility ;  and  upon  such  streams,  whatever  is  done  by  individuals 
strictly  within  the  scope  of  the  power  given,  is  lawful,  and  can- 
not be  regarded  either  as  a  public  or  private  nuisance.* 


'  In  Bailey  v.  Philadelphia  R.  R.  Co., 
4  Harrington  (Del.),  489,  it  was  held 
that  the  State  has  the  right  of  a  pro- 
prietor over  navigable  streams  entirely 
within  its  borders,  and  may  obstruct, 
or  entirely  close  up  such  streams  at  its 
pleasure.  In  Glover  v.  Powell,  3 
Stockt.  (N.  J.)  211,  it  was  held  that  as 
to  small  arms  of  the  sea  stretching 
back  into  the  country,  the  legislature 
is  the  judge  of  their  navigability  for 
useful  purposes,  and  may  keep  them 
open  for  that  purpose,  or  deal  with 
them  at  its  pleasure.  Crittenden  v. 
Wilson,  5  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  165  ;  Bridge 
Co.  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Paige  (N.  Y.), 
554;  Renwick  v.  Morris,  7  Hill  (N. 
Y.),  575  ;  Gibbons  v.  Ogden,  9  Wheat. 
(U.  S.)  1;  The  Daniel  Bell,  10 
Wall.  (U.  &)557;  The  Montebello,  11 
id.  411 ;  The  W' harf  Case,  3  Bland's  Ch. 
(Va.)  383;  Gr»i.t  v.  Davenport,  18 
Iowa,  79  ;  Duttou  v.  Strong,  1  Black 
(U.S.),  1.  But  it  must  be  understood 
that  neither  the  state  or  general  gov- 
ernment can  do  any  act  that  will 
entirely  destroy  the  navigability  of  an 
arm  of  the  sea,  or  an  inter-State  stream. 
Cox  v.  The  State,  3  Black  (Ind.),  193  ; 
Bennett  v.  Baggs,  1  Bald.  (U.  S.  C.  C.) 
60 ;  Cornfield  v.  Caryell,  4  Wash.  (U.S. 
C.C.)  371 ;  Pollard's  Lesee  v.  Hagan,  3 
How.  (U.  S.)229.  The  States  have  the 
right  to  legislate  upon  all  subjects  af- 
fecting the  police  regulations  of  the 
stream.  Cornfield  v.  Caryell,  ante. 
In  Wilson  v.  Black  Bird  Creek  Marsh 
Co.,  3  Peters  (U.  S.),  345,  the  legislature 
of  Delaware  authorized  the  Marsh  Com- 
pany to  erect  a  dam  across  a  small  salt- . 
water  creek,  an  arm  of  the  Delaware 
river.  The  defendants,  Wilson  et  al., 
who  were  the  owners  of  a  sloop  duly 
licensed  and  enrolled  by  the  govern- 
ment, broke  and  inj  ured  the  dam.  The 
plaintiffs  had  a  judgment  in  the  State 
courts,  and  upon  appeal  to  the  United 
States  court,  the  judgment  was  sus- 
tained, upon  the  ground  that  no  essen- 
tial right  of  navigation  was  abridged, 
and,  as  the  dam  had  the  effect  of  en- 
hancing the  value  of  property,  and 
really  wrought  a  public  benefit,  and  as 


the  State  law  authorizing  the  dam,  con 
flicted  with  no  law  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment, it  could  not  be  held  invalid  as 
being  repugnant  to  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce.  See,  also.  State  v. 
Wilson,  3  N.  H.  331.  But  if  the  gen- 
eral government  should  see  fit  to  assert 
its  jurisdiction  over  such  streams,  there 
can  be  no  question  that  all  State  laws 
affecting  the  same  would  have  to  yield 
to  the  superior  jurisdiction.  Devoe  v. 
Penrose  Ferry  Bridge  Co.,  3  Am.  Law 
Reg.  (U.  S.)  79  ;  W^orks  v.  Junction  R. 
R.  Co.,  5  McLean  (U.  S.),  435 ;  The 
Passaic  Bridges,  3  Wall.  (U.  S.)  783. 

The  right  of  the  State  government 
to  partially  obstruct  the  navigation  of 
its  tide  waters  has  repeatedly  been 
recognized  by  the  federal  courts,  by 
authorizing  the  erection  of  bridges. 
United  States  v.  Bedford  Bridge  Co.,  1 
W.  &  M.  (U.  S.)  303 ;  SiUiman  v.  Hudson 
River  Bridge  Co.,  3  Wall.  (U.  S.)  403  ; 
Works  V.  Junction  R.  R.  Co.,  5  McLean 
(U.  S.),  435 ;  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  ■p.  Peoria 
Bridge  Ass'.,  6  id.  60 ;  Jolly  v.  Terre 
Haute  Drawbridge  Co.,  id.  137.  But 
this  is  subject  to  the  control  of  federal 
courts.  Devoe  v.  Penrose  Ferry  Co., 
3  Am.  Law  Reg.  79.  And  that  it 
shall  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with 
navigation.  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  v.  Peoria 
Bridge  Ass. ,  ante.  And  to  the  further 
qualification  that  it  cannot  authorize 
any  material  obstruction  to  be  placed 
in  or  over  even  a  tributary  of  an  inter- 
State  or  tidal  stream.  Columbus  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Curtenas,  6  McLean  (U.  S.),309: 
Jolly  V.  Terre  Haute,  etc.,  ante.  In 
.^furtherance  of  public  improvement  it 
may  authorize  a  partial  diversion  of  the 
surplus  water.  Woodman  v.  Kilburn 
Manufacturing  Co.,  15  Am.  Law  Reg. 
338.  But  the  public  use  mjast  not  be 
thereby  impaired,  or  private  rights  in- 
jured. Lonsdale  Co.  v.  Moles,  31  L.  R. 
(U.  S.)  648.  And  all  erections  in  or  over 
such  streams  must  be  of  the  most  ap- 
proved description,  and  supplied  with 
the  best  appliances  to  prevent  obstruc- 
tion. Packet  Co.  v.  The  Peoria  Bridge 
Ass.,  38  ni.  467  ;  United  States  v.  The 
R.  R.  Bridge  Co.,  6  McLean  (U.  S.),  517. 


630 


NAVIGABLE  STREAMS. 


But  if  the  powers  of  the  act  are  exceeded,  or  are  exercised  in 
a  manner  different  from  that  provided  in  the  grant  of  authority, 
or  if  the  act  can  be  done  so  as  not  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  the  crea- 
tion of  a  nuisance  by  the  exercise  of  the  power  given  is  not 
fairly  the  result  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  conferred,  the  grant 
will  be  no  proctition,  and  the  party  doing  the  acts  will  be  charge- 
able for  a  nuisance  either  by  indictment  or  at  the  suit  of  persons 
injured  thereby,  the  same  as  though  there  had  been  no  color  of 
authority  given  for  their  exercise.* 

Sec.  597.  But  over  tidal  streams,  and  in  fresh-water  navigable 
streams,  that  are  avenues  of  commercial  intercourse  with  other 
States,  the  States  through  which  they  pass  have  only  a  limited 
jurisdiction.  The  general  government,  under  the  power  dele- 
gated to  it  to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States,  has  the  ulti- 
mate and  superior  jurisdiction  over  such  streams,  and  the  State 
cannot  authorize  any  act  to  be  done  thereon  that  will  materially 
interfere  with  their  navigability.  The  strict  doctrine  that  no 
obstruction  can  be  made  therein  under  State  authority  that  in 
any  measure  interferes  with  navigation,  is  not  observed,  because 
the  State  is  treated  as  having  a  quasi  jurisdiction  over  the  streams.' 


'  Com.  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Gray  (Mass.),  54; 
Com.  «.  New  Bedford  R.  R.  Co.,  id.  339; 
Com.  V.  Vt.  &  Mass.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  id.  22 ; 
Renwick  v.  Morris,  7  Hill  (N.  Y.),  575  ; 
Lawrence  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Ad.  &  El.  643  ; 
Brown  v.  Cayuga  R.R.  Co.,  12  N.  Y.  487 ; 
Navigation  Co.  v.  Boon,  6  Barr.  (Penn.) 
■379 ;  Harris  v.  Thompson,  9  Barb.  (N. 
Y.)  350 ;  Clark  v.  Syracuse.  13  id.  32 ; 
Hopkins  v.  Birmingham  &  StafFordsliire 
R.  R.  Co.,  1  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  308  ;  Attorney- 
General  v.  Bradford  Canal,  etc.,  Co.,  15 
id.  9  ;  Davis  v.  Mayor,  etc.,  14  N.  Y.  526  ; 
Rex  V.  Pease,  4  B.  &  Ad.  301. 

'  In  Jolly  v.  Terre  Haute  Draw  Bridge 
Co.,  6  McLean  (U.  S.),  the  defendants 
erected  a  bridge  under  authority  given 
by  the  legislature  of  Indiana.  The 
act  provided  that  the  bridge  should  be 
provided  with  a  "  convenient  draw." 
The  complaint  was  that  it  was  not  pro- 
vided with  such  a  draw,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  plaintiflF's  boat 
was  injured.  Dummond,  J.,  upon  this 
point,  said :  '•'  The  language  '  conven- 
ient draw,'  imports  a  draw  which  can 
be  passed   without  vexation,  delay  or 


risks.  If  it  meets  the  requirements 
of  the  act  of  incorporation,  and  is  not 
such  a  one,  the  charter  is  violated.  If 
it  meets  the  act  of  incorporation  and 
is  yet  a  material  obstruction  to  naviga- 
tion, the  act  is  a  nullity  for  want  of 
power  ill  the  State  to  authorize  it." 

In  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  v.  Peoria  Bridge 
Association,  6  McLean  (U.S.),  70,  the 
court  said  :  "  The  State  may  authorize 
an  erection  that  does  not  materially 
obstruct  navigation.  Every  bridge 
may  in  a  certain  sense  be  said  to  be 
an  obstruction,  but  that  delay  and  risk 
which  is  inseparable  from  the  thing 
which  the  State  has  tJte  power  to  create, 
does  not  make  it  a  nuisance." 

In  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  v.  Curtenas,  6 
McLean  (U.  S.),  209,  it  was  held  that  a 
State  cannot  authorize  a  material  ob- 
struction to  navigation  in  a  stream 
over  which  the  general  government 
has  jjirisdiction.  But  that  a  plea  in 
bar  of  an  action  for  damages  arising 
from  injuries  received  from  such  aa 
obstruction,  that  merely  alleges  that 
the    obstruction    was    erected    under 
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Hence  when  au  act  is  done  therein  under  State  authority,  as  the 
erection  of  a  bridge,  dam  or  other  erection  in  or  over  the  stream, 
although  operating  as  a  slight  obstruction  to  navigation,  it  will  not 
be  regarded  as  a  nuisance  if  the  public  benefit  therefrom  is  equal  to 
tlie  inconvenience  created  thereby  to  navigation.'  The  common- 
law  rule  is  not  observed  by  the  United  States  courts  in  dealing 
with  obstructions  to  navigation  created  under  State  authority,  for 
the  reason  that  such  acts  are  regarded  as  having  been  done  under 
quasi  authority,"  and  if  they  are  really  of  public  benefit,  and  aids 
to  commerce,  they  will  not  be  regarded  as  nuisances  unless  the 
public  injury  overbalances  the  public  benefit/  But  this  is  sub- 
ject to  the  restriction  that  the  State  may  not  authorize  a  material 
obstruction  to  navigation,*  And  when  such  an  obstruction,  that 
materially  interferes  with  the  use  of  the  stream  for  the  purposes 
of  public  passage,  is  erected,  even  under  authority  from  the 
State,  it  is  a  nuisance,  and  the  party  erecting  it  is  liable  for  all 
damages  resulting  therefrom  to  individuals,  and  to  indictment  in 
behalf  of  the  public,  and  the  authority  conferred  by  the  State  is  no 
protection  or  defense/  Keither  is  it  any  defense  that  the  struc- 
ture is  useful  to  the  public,  and  an  essential  aid  to  commerce  as  a 
bridge,  a  wharf,  or  other  encroachment  in  or  over  the  stream.' 

Sec.  598.  The  State  occupies  to  such  streams  the  same  relation 

State  authority,  is  bad.     It  should  also  v.  Junction  R.  R.  Co.,  5  McL.  (U.  S.) 

allege  that  the  erection  is  not  a  mate-  425 ;  Jolly  v.  Terra  Haute  Bridge  Co., 

vial  obstruction.      The   fact  that  the  6  id.  237;  Atkinson  ■».  Phila.,  etc.,  R. 

obstruction  will  result  in  real  advan-  R.  Co . ,  4  Haz.  Pa.  Reg.  10 ;  Woodman 

tage  to  the   public  does   not  rob  it  of  «.   Kilbourn  Mf'g  Co.,  15  Am.  Law 

the  character  of  a  nuisance,  if  it  really  Reg.  288  ;  Penn.   v.  Wheeling  Bridge 

obstructs  navigation.     Works  v.  June-  Co.,  13  How.  (U.  S.)  519. 

tion  R.  R.  Co.,  5   McLean  (U.  S.),  424.  ^  Griffing  v.  Gibb,  ante. 

Advantages  and  disadvantages  cannot  ^  Columbus   Ins.  Co.   ti.   Curtenas,  6 

be  balanced  in  such  a  case.     Pennsyl-  McL.  (U.  S.)  207  ;  Jolly  v.  Terre  Haute 

vauia  xi.  Wheeling  Bridge  Co.,  9  West.  Bridge  Co.,  id.  237 ;  Columbus  Ins.  Co. 

Law  Jour.  535;  13  How.  (U.  S.)  519  ;  «.  Peoria  Bridge  Co.,  id.  70. 

Butter  %.  King,  6  Ind.  165.     A  wharf  is  *  Pennsylvania  v.  Bridge  Co.,  13  How. 

not  necessarily  a  nuisance,  whether  it  (U.  S.)  519. 

is  a  question  of    fact.      Laughlin  «.  ^  Id.;  R.  R.  Co.  «.  Ward,  2  Black  (U. 

Lamasco,  6  Ind.  233.  S.),  485 ;  Works  v.  Junction  R.  R.  Co., 

'  Devoe  ■».  Penrose  Ferry  Bridge  Co.,  6  McLean  (U.  S.),  428  ;  Georgetown  b. 

3  Am.  L.  R.  79  ;  Griffing  v.  Gibb,  1  Canal  Co.,  12  Peters  (U.  S.),  91. 

McA.  (U.  S.)  212 ;  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  v.  «  Pennsylvania    «.    Bridge    Co.,    18 

Peoria  Co.,  McLean  (U.  S.),  70 ;  United  How.  (U.  S.)  519  ;  The  Passaic  Bridges, 

States  ».  Bedford  Bridge  Co.,  1  W.  &  3  Wall.  (U.  S.)  782 ;   Baird  •».  Shore 

M.  (U.  S.)  402  ,  Silliman  «.  Hudson  R.  Line  Railroad  Co.,  6  Blatch.  (C.  C.  U. 

R.  R.  Co.,  4  Bl.  (U.  S.)  66, 395 ;  Works  S.)  376. 
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that  a  riparian  owner  on  a  fresh-water  stream,  whose  title  extends 
to  the  center  thereof,  occupies  to  it.  It  may  make  or  authorize 
any  use  of  the  stream  that  does  not  essentially  interfere  with  its 
proper  and  free  use  for  the  purposes  of  navigation,  but  beyond 
that  it  cannot  go,  or  authorize  others  to  go,  and  any  wharf, 
bridge,  dam  or  other  erection  made  under  State  authority, 
that  is  in  any  essential  degree  an  interference  with  the  free  navi- 
gation of  the  stream,  is  a  nuisance,  and  liable  to  be  redressed 
as  such  in  the  federal  courts.^ 

Sec.  599.  Therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  the  decisions  of  the 
United  States  court,  involving  questions  of  nuisance,  by  obstruc- 
tions erected  under  State  authority,  are  not  authorities  upon  the 
question  of  unauthorized  obstructions.  As  to  those,  the  United 
States  coui'ts  follow  the  common-law  rule,  and  hold  such  obstruc- 
tions unlawful  and  a  nuisance,  irrespective  of  the  question  of 
benefits,  public  or  private,  resulting  therefrom.  But  encroach- 
ments upon  the  sea  that  do  not  amount  to  an  appropriation  of  it, 
or  an  obstruction  to  navigation,  or  an  injury  to  a  port,  are  not 
treated  as  nuisances,  and  being  purprestures  merely,  are  tolerated 
where  individual  convenience  demands  it,  and  no  public  incon- 
venience or  injury  results  therefrom.* 

Sec.  600.  The  State  may  authorize  improvements  to  be  made 
in  any  navigable  stream,  tidal  or  non-tidal,  by  clearing  out  its 
bed,  deepening  its  channel,  or  otherwise,  but  these  changes  must 
be  improvements,  or  at  least  must  not  operate  to  impair  naviga- 
tion.* So  too,  it  may  authorize  the  erection  of  wharves  below 
low- water  mark  to  render  access  to  the  port  more  easy  and  con- 
venient, and  authorize  the  erection  of  piers,  slips  and  docks,  in  a 
reasonable  manner,  and,  being  in  aid  of  navigation  and  commerce 

1  Packet  Co.  n.  Atlee,  7  Am.  L.  R.  752.  tection.     Gibbons  «.  Ogden,  9  Wheat. 

Reversed   by  the    United   States   Su-  (U.  S.)  1 ;  Works  v.  Junction  R.  R.  Co., 

preme    Court   March   4,    1875.      See  5  McLean  (U.  S.),  425 ;  Columbus  Ins. 

Albany  Law  Journal   of   March   5th.  Co.   «.    Curtenas,  6   id.   209 ;  Jolly   u. 

Woodman  v.  Kilborn   Manufacturing  Terre  Haute  Drawbridge  Co.,  id.  518. 
Co.,  1  Abb.  (U.  S.  C.  C.)  158 ;  Gilman  «.        »  Avery  v.  Fox,  1  Abb.  (U.  S.  C.  C.) 

Philadelphia,  3  Wall.  (U.  S.)  703.  246 ;  Gilman  v.  Philadelphia,  3  Wall. 

*  Wilson  v.  Blackbird  Creek  Marsh  (U.  S.)  713  ;  Palmer  t.  Cuyahoga  Co., 

Co.,  2  Peters  (U.  S.),  245.    But,  when  3  McLean  (U.  S.),  226 ;   Williams  v. 

a  real  obstruction  to  navigation  results,  Beardsley,  2  Carter  (Ind.),  391 ;  Spooner 

the  authority  of  the  State  is  no  pro-  n.  McConnell,  5  McLean  (TJ.  S.),  337. 
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bj  furnisliiDg  facilities  for  the  approach  and  safety  of  vessels,  and 
for  lading  and  unlading  them,  these  erections  will  not  be  regarded 
as  nuisances,  unless  they  materially  interfere  with  free  navigation 
to  the  stream  or  port.'  But  all  such  erections  below  low-water 
mark  are  made  at  the  peril  of  having  them  declared  nuisances  by 
the  federal  courts,  if  they  unreasonably  or  essentially  impair  the 
convenience  or  safety  of  navigation,  unless  congress  has  conferred 
the  power  upon  the  State  or  corporation  to  make  the  erections,' 
or  unless  the  title  to  the  bed  of  the  sea,  bay  or  stream  below  low- 
water  mark,  is  vested  in  the  corporation  erecting  them  or  author- 
izing their  erection,  by  grant,  prior  to  the  revolution,  with 
authority  to  erect  wharves,  piers,  etc' 

Sec.  601.  The  State  being  the  owner  of  the  aJim'e  of  tidal 
streams,  that  is,  of  the  space  between  high  and  low- water  mark, 
may  grant  the  same  to  individuals  or  corporations,  and  such  grant 
vests  in  the  grantee  a  quas-i  franchise,  for  the  use  of  the  portion 
of  the  stream  so  conveved  in  anv  wav  that  the  State  could  use  it. 
The  title  being  derived  from  the  State,  carries  with  it  all  the 
rights  incident  to  the  property  in  the  State.  If  the  State  had 
the  right  to  erect  a  wharf  on  the  portion  of  the  stream  covered 
by  the  grant,  the  grantee  takes  the  same  right  as  incident  to  the 
estate  granted,  and  the  State  is  estopped  from  pursuing  him  for 
2i  purpresture,  unless  he  extends  his  erections  beyond  the  limits 
of  his  grant,  and  can  only  pursue  him  for  a  nuisance  when  his 
erections  amount  to  an  actual  material  obstruction  to  navigation.* 


o 


Sec.  602.  Anv  unauthorized  obstruction  of  a  naviorable  stream, 

5  Devoe  v.  Penrose  Ferry  Co.,  3  Am.  Dickinson  v.  Codman,  1  Sandf.  Ch.  (N. 

LawEep.  (U.  S.)  79.  T.)  214;  Verplanck   v.  New   York,  3 

■  Pennsylvania  s.  "Wheeling  Bridge  Edw.  Ch.   (X.  T.)   220  ;  Mavor,  etc.,  v. 

Co.,  13  How.  (U.  S.)  578.  Scott,  1  Caines  (N.  T.),  5-13  ;  Eollinag- 

'  In  New  York  city,  the  corporation  smith  v.  Ground,  5  Whart.  (Penn.)  459; 
under  their  original  charter  on  Man-  Com.  v.  Shaw,  14  S.  &  B.  (Penn.)  13  ; 
hattan  island  owns  the  lands  under  Ball  c.  Slack,  2  Whart.  (Penn.)  530. 
the  East  river  to  a  point  400  feet  be-  •*  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.  v. 
yond  low- water  mark.  The  ownership  Lawrence,  9  X.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  163;  "Wil- 
of  the  land  between  high  and  low-  liams  v.  WHcox,  8  Ad.  &  El.  314 ; 
water  mark  is  regarded  as  vesting  a  Abraham  et  al.  v.  The  Great  Western 
franchise  in  the  owner  which  author-  Eailroad  Co.,  16  Q.  B.  584  ;  Attomey- 
izes  the  erection  of  public  or  private  General  v.  Southampton  Railroad  Co., 
wharves,  not  impeding  navigation,  and  9  Simons,  78.  See  Lord  Darcy  v.  Ask- 
to  charge  tolls  for  the  use  of  the  same,  with,  Hobart,  334. 
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whether  an  actual  hindrance  to  navigation  or  not  is  a  nuisance, 
and  is  indictable  as  such  even  though  it  is  really  of  public  advant- 
age and  a  great  convenience  to  those  navigating  the  stream.  In 
Rex  V.  Ward,  4  Ad.  &  El.  384,  the  defendant  was  indicted  for 
erecting  a  causeway  and  wharf  projecting  into  the  harbor,  and 
raised  on  a  kind  of  platform.  The  causeway  was  originally  of 
gravel,  shingle  and  stone,  called  a  hard,  and  sloping  into  the  water. 
Subsequently  the  wharf  was  considerably  lengthened,  extending 
up  the  harbor.  It  was  then  raised  on  piles  and  considerably 
heightened,  and  instead  of  sloping  down  into  the  water  as  it  had 
foj'merly  done  at  the  extremity,  it  was  five  feet  and  four  inches 
higher  than  the  shore.  It  appeared  that  small  vessels  were 
obstructed  in  their  tacking,  by  the  causeway,  when  pursuing  their 
way  up  the  harbor  with  the  tide ;  also  that  square  rigged  vessels, 
lightermen  and  row  boats  were  exposed  to  some  inconvenience 
thereby,  both  as  to  navigation  and  landing.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  appeared  that  the  causeway  and  wharf  were  a  great  public 
benefit  in  launching  and  landing  boats  more  readily,  and  that 
steamboats  and  other  vessels  could  approach  that  wharf  when 
they  could  not  at  others,  and  that  vessels  obtained  shelter  from 
the  quay.  The  jury  found  that  an  impediment  had  been  created 
by  the  causeway  and  wharf,  but  that  the  inconvenience  was  coun- 
terbalanced by  the  public  benefit.  Upon  this  verdict  the  court 
held  that  the  defendants  were  guilty  of  a  nuisance,  and  directly, 
and  in  terms  overruled  the  doctrine  of  Rex  v.  Russell,  6  B.  &  C. 
566,  in  which  it  was  held  that  if  the  public  benefit  arising  from 
an  obstruction  is  equal  to  the  public  inconvenience^  no  nuisance 
could  be  predicated  of  it. 

Lord  Denmajst  said  :  "  I  must  say  that  if  the  violation  of  rights 
which  belong  to  any  part  of  the  public  is  to  be  vindicated  by  the 
benefit  which  is  to  arise  in  another  part  of  the  public  elsewhere, 
we  are  introducing  inquiries  of  a  most  vague  and  unsatisfactory 
nature,  and  entering  into  speculations  upon  which  no  judge  can  I  t 
be  expected  to  decide."  ' 

'In  People  v.  St.  Louis,  5  Gilman  an  individual  as  amounts  to  a  nuisance, 

(111.),  351,  it  was   said  :    "  While  tlie  though  sufficient  room  for  passage  is 

State  may  partially  obstruct  naviga-  left,  the  fact  that  the  public  is  really 

ble  streams  for  the  public  benefit,  yet,  benefited  by  the  obstruction,  will   not 

individuals  have   no  such  right,  and  be  considered."     Dobson  v.  Blackmore, 

where  such  an  obstruction  is  made  by  9  Ad.  &  El.    (Q.  B.)   991 ;    a  floating- 


l 


NAVIGABLE   STEEAMS. 


635 


Sec.  603.  In  Rex  v.  Grosvenor,  2  Starkie,  511,  the  defendants 
were  indicted  for  erecting  a  wharf  on  the  river  Thames,  to  the 
injury  of  the  navigation  of  the  river.  It  appeared  that  the  wharf 
was  erected  between  high  and  low-water  mark,  and  extended  for 
a  considerable  distance  along  the  river ;  and  that  before  the  wharf 
was  erected  the  recess  afforded  a  place  of  refuge  in  time  of  storm? 
and  that  the  eddy  water  which  it  had  used,  afforded  greater  con- 
venience for  the  passage  of  watermen.  It  appeared  on  the  part 
of  the  defendants  that  they  had  rented  the  portion  of  the  river 
occupied  by  their  wharf  from  the  corporation  of  London,  who 
were  the  conservators  of  the  river,  and  had  a  right  to  make  or 
authorize  such  erections,  between  high  and  low- water  mark,  and 
that  their  wharf  was  a  public  benefit ;  that  the  projection  which 
had  existed  previously  had  occasioned  an  eddy  which  had 
caused  a  deposit  of  mud  in  the  river,  and  a  diversion  of  the 
stream,  and  that  the  embankment  would  tend  to  remove  it,  and 
thereby  be  of  material  benefit  to  the  navigation  by  removing  any 
collection  of  mud. 


dock  cutting  oflf  access  from  the  river. 
Rose  «.  Groves,  5  M.  &  G.  613 ;  placing 
timbers  in  the  river  so  as  to  prevent 
approach  to  plaintiff's  premises.  Res 
V.  Ward,  4  Ad.  &  El.  384;  an  embank- 
ment extending  into  a  navigable  river, 
although  of  great  advantage  to  navi- 
gation, was  held  a  nuisance,  because  it 
actually  obstructed  navigation.  Anony- 
mous, Russ.  Cr.  379  ;  a  floating-dock 
was  held  a  nuisance,  although  bene- 
ficial for  repairing  ships.  To  the  same 
effect,  Hecker  v.  N.  Y.  Balance  Co.,  13 
How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  549  ;  Penniman  v. 
Same,  id.  40;  Hawkins'  P.  C,  chap. 
75,  §  11 ;  Rose  v.  Miles,  4  M.  &  G.  101. 
Barges  moored  across  a  public  river, 
in  a  manner  to  obstruct  navigation  or 
prevent  access  to  the  shore.  The  C. 
D.,  Jr.,  Newb.  Admr.  501 ;  King  v. 
Sanders,  2  Brevard  (S.  C),  111.  See, 
also.  Hart  v.  Mayor  of  Albany,  3  Paige 
(N.  Y.),  213  ;  throwing  ballast  into  the 
sea  in  a  port.  Bucklesbank  v.  Smith, 
2  Burr.  656  ;  Regina  v.  Stephens,  1  L.  R. 
(Q.  B.)  701  ;  throwing  rubbish  from 
quarry  into  river.  Gerrish  v.  Brown, 
51  Me.  255  ;  Davis  -y.  Winslow,  51  id. 
289  ;  throwing  edgings  from  logs  and 
boards  into  public  river.  Manhattan 
Gas  Co.  V.  Barker,  7  Robt.  (N.  Y.)  523  ; 
H.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Loeb,  id.  412 ;  Mayor, 


etc.,  V.  Baumberger,  id.  218 ;  refuse 
from  breweries  discharged  into  stream, 
or  any  refuse  calculated  to  fill  up 
the  stream  or  impede  navigation  or 
render  the  port  unpleasant.  Rex  v. 
Medley,  6  C.  &  P.  292 ;  refuse  from 
gasworks.  Attorney-General  v.  Brit- 
tain,  (J  B.  &  C.  579,  cited  as  MS.  case  ; 
a  quay  in  river  that  impedes  or  ob- 
structs navigation  of  small  craft.  Rex 
V.  Grosvenor,  2  Starkie,  511 ;  Altee  •». 
Packet  Co.,  decided  in  U.  S.  Sup.  Ct. 
Mar.  4, 1875,  not  yet  reported  ;  wharves 
below  low- water  mark  impeding  navi- 
gation. Com.  V.  Crowningshield,  2 
Dane's  Abr.  297;  Com.  v.  Wright, 
Thac.  Cr.  Ca.  115 ;  Com.  v.  John,  3  id. 
190 ;  Gray  «.  Bartlett,  20  Pick.  (Mass.) 
186.  Piles  driven  in  channel  of  river. 
Jones  V.  Pettibone,  2  Wis.  308.  Walker 
V.  Shepardson,  4  id.  384 ;  pier  in  tidal 
stream.  People  v.  Vanderbilt,  26  N. 
Y.  287 ;  Attorney-General  v.  Richards, 
2  Anstr.  603;  Attorney  General  v. 
Burridge,  10  Price,  107 ;  Newcastle  v. 
Johnson  2  Anstr.  505  ;  houses  erected 
so  as  to  straighten  river.  Rex  v.  Tin- 
dall  etal.,6  Ad.  &  El.  143;  obstruc- 
tion only  created  by  erection  in  extreme 
and  exceptional  cases  will  not  be  re- 
garded as  a  nuisance.  See  Nichols  v, 
Boston,  98  Mass.  39,  where  a  wharf 
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Abbott,  Ld.  C.  J.,  held  that  the  city  of  London  could  not 
authorize  a  nuisance  in  the  river,  and  in  passing  upon  the  main 
question  in  the  case,  he  said :  "  The  question  here  is,  whether  a 
public  right  has  been  infringed.  An  embankment  of  consider- 
able extent  has  been  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
wharf;  much  evidence  has  been  adduced  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  alteration  affords 
greater  facilities  and  conveniences  for  loading  and  unloading; 
but  the  question  is  not  whether  any  private  advantage  has 
resulted  from  the  alteration  to  any  particular  individuals,  but 
whether  the  convenience  of  the  public  at  large,  or  of  that  por- 
tion of  it  which  is  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Thames,  has  been  affected  or  diminished  by  the  alteration,  *  * 
The  question  is,  whether  if  this  wharf  be  suffered  to  remain,  the 
public  convenience  will  suffer  ? "  Lord  Geosvenor  was  acquitted 
and  the  rest  of  the  defendants  were  convicted. 

In  an  early  case  in  the  United  States  courts*  the  defendant 
was  indicted  for  erecting  a  wharf  upon  public  property  in  Phila- 


below  low-water  mark  was  held  not 
necessarily  a  nuisance.  See  Wetmore 
®.  Atlantic  White  Lead  Co.,  37  Barb. 
(N.  Y.)  70,  where  it  was  held  that 
whether  a  building  below  low-water 
mark  is  a  nuisance,  is  a  question 
of  fact,  and  though  prima  facie  a  nui- 
sance, is  not  in  fact  so,  unless  it  ob- 
structs navigation  or  injures  the  port. 
See  Nagles  ».  Ingersoll,  7  Barr  (Penn.), 
185,  where  it  was  held  that  a  wharf 
below  low- water  mark  was  a  nuisance. 
Rochester  v.  Erricson,  46  Barb.  (_N.  Y.) 
92,  an  erection  on  the  banks  of  a 
river  flowing  through  a  populous  city, 
that  sets  back  the  water  in  an  appre- 
ciable degree,  so  as  to  contribute  to 
the  overflow  of  its  banks,  is  a  nui- 
sance; Renwick  •».  Morris,  7  Hill  (N. 
Y.),  575,  a  dam  erected  on  navigable 
stream  or  a  bridge  over  it,  under  au- 
thority of  the  legislature,  is  a  nuisance, 
if  the  power  is  exceeded ;  see  Clark  v. 
Syracuse,  13  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  33^  Crit- 
tenden v.  Wilson.  5  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  165  ; 
Packet  Co.  ■».  Bridge  Ass.,  36  111.  467; 
United  States  v.  R.  R.  Bridge  Co.,  6 
McLean  (TJ.  S.),  517;  Garvey  v.  Ellis, 
1  Cush.  (Mass.)  306,  a  wharf  extend- 
ing below  low-water  mark  and  beyond 
dock  lines  is  a  nuisance,  even  though 


erected  before  the  dock    lines  were 
established ;    Com.    v.    New    Bedford 
Bridge    Co.,   2    Gray   (Mass.),    339,   a 
bridge  erected  so  as  to  obstruct  navi- 
gation, authority  to  do  an  act  which 
may  or  may  not  be  a  nuisance,  does 
not  authorize  it  to  be  done  so  as  to  be 
a  nuisance ;    Com.   v,   Charlestown,    1 
Pick.  (Mass.)  185 ;  a  highway  cannot 
be  laid  out  in   or   over  a   navigable 
stream  without  legislative  authority 
Arundel  ■».  McCulloch,  10  Mass.  70 
nor  a  bridge,  Rear  v.  Stetson,  5  Pick 
(Mass.)  492  ;  Barnes  v.  Racine,  4  Wis 
454,    nor     between    high    and    low' 
water  mark ;    Com.   v.   Chapin,   5    id, 
199 ;  Cox  «.  State,  3  Black  (Ind.),  193 
Bainbridge  v.  Sherlock,  29   Ind.  364 
Morton  «.   Bliss,  5   Black   (Ind.),   35 
Depewt).  Canal  Co.,  5  Ind.  8;  Harbor 
Co.  V.  City   of   Monroe,       Mich.  215 
Drawbridge  Co.  v.  Halliday,  4  Ind.  36 
Rice    V.    Ruddiman,    10    Mich.    125 
Diverting  the  water  of  a  stream  navi 
gable  in  fact.     Yolo  v.  Scramento,  36 
Cal.  193 ;  Gunter  v.  Gearey,  1  id  463 
Regina  v.  Betts,  32  Eng.  Law  &  Eq 
340. 

^  Respublica  «.  Cauldwell,  1  Dallas 
(N.  S.),  150,  decided  in  1783. 
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delphia,  and  upon  the  trial  the  defendant  offered  to  prove  that 
the  wharf  was  a  public  benefit,  and  furnished  conveniences  indis- 
pensable to  commerce,  for  the  easy  lading  and  unlading  of  vessels, 
and  therefore  was  not  a  nuisance  ;  but  the  court  held  that  public 
benefits  were  no  defense  against  a  nuisance  in  a  navigable  stream. 

Sec.  604.  And  this  may  be  regarded  as  the  rule  in  all  cases  of 
unauthorized  obstructions  or  encroachments  upon  navigable 
streams,  and  the  reason  is  apparent  as  well  as  the  principle  upon 
which  the  rule  is  predicated.  No  person  is  bound  to  be  benefited 
against  his  will ;  and,  while  this  is  true  as  to  individuals,  it  is 
equally  true  as  to  the  public.  No  man  has  a  right  to  enter  upon 
my  land  and  dig  a  trench  there,  without  my  consent,  and  he  cannot 
defend  against  an  action  brought  therefor,  upon  the  ground  that 
my  land  was  thereby  drained  and  rendered  more  valuable.  He 
has  violated  my  right  to  the  exclusive  enjoyment  and  manage- 
ment of  my  estate,  and  it  would  be  contrary  to  all  reason  and 
authority  to  allow  him  to  excuse  his  trespass  by  showing  that  he 
rendered  my  land  more  valuable  to  me  thereby.  The  same 
principle  holds  good  in  reference  to  public  property  and  public 
rights.  Any  encroachment,  however  slight,  upon  public  prop- 
erty, whether  in  highways,  navigable  streams  or  streets,  is  a  piir- 
presture^  which  is  in  the  nature  of  a  trespass  upon  public  prop- 
erty by  an  individual,  and  which  is  always  open  to  redress  by 
the  government  upon  information.*  But  when  the  use  of  public 
property  goes  beyond  a  mere  encroachment  thereon,  which  aflects 
the  rights  of  the  public  in  its  aggregate  capacity,  and  in  any 
measure  interferes  with  the  free  use  thereof  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  designed,  by  individual  members  of  the  public,  in 
the  exercise  of  a  positive  right,  the  encroachment  becomes  a 
purpresture  and  a  nuisance,  however  beneficial  it  may  be  in  aid 
of  the  exercise  of  those  individual  rights  generally. 

It  has  sometimes  been  said  by  courts,  under  a  mistaken  idea  of 
the  real   distinction,  that   a   purpresture   is  per  se  a  nuisance. 

•  Hale's  De   Jure  Maris  (Harg.  Tr.)  meter,   id.   378 ;    Attorney-General    v. 

85 ;  Eden  on  Injunctions,  260 ;  Attor-  Forbes,  2  Mylne  &  C.  123 ;  Attoruey- 

ney-General  v.  Johnson,  2  Wils.  101 ;  General   v.  Cohoes   Co.,  6  Paige's  Ch. 

Attorney-General  v.  Richards,  2  Ansth.  (X.  Y.)  133  ;  Bridge  Co.  ■».  R.  R.  Co.,  id, 

606  ;  Attorney-Genera]  «.  Burridge,  10  554 ;   Trustees   v.   Cowen,  4  id.   510  ; 

Price,  350 ;   Attorney-General  v.  Par-  People  v.  Vanderbilt,  26  N.  T.  287. 
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Nothing  can  be  more  absurd  or  erroneous.  Such  a  definition  of 
the  term  at  once  strikes  down  the  broad  distinction  between 
these  two  classes  of  wrongs,  and  at  once  destroys  not  only  the 
reason,  but  the  necessity  therefor.  Lord  Hale,  in  his  most  valu- 
able treatise  {De  Jure  Maris),  in  unmistakable  language, 
defines  the  distinction  between  a  purpresture  and  a  nuisance,  as 
well  as  the  necessity  therefor.  He  says  :  "  It  is  not  every  build- 
ing below  the  A«^A- water  mark,  nor  every  building  below  the 
low-^aXev  mark,  that  is  ipso  facto  in  law  a  nuisance.  For  that 
would  destroy  all  the  keys  that  are  in  all  the  ports  of  England, 
for  they  are  all  huilt  helow  the  high-ioater  marh,  for,  otherwise, 
vessels  could  not  come  to  them  to  unlade,  and  none  of  them  are 
built  below  the  low-water  mark.  And  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  king  to  license  the  building  of  a  new  wharf  or  key, 
whereof  there  are  a  thousand  instances,  \iipso  facto  a  nuisance, 
because  it  straitens  the  port,  for  the  king  cannot  license  a  com- 
mon nuisance.  Indeed,  when  the  soil  is  the  king's,  the  building 
helow  the  high-water  mark  is  a  purjpresture,  an  encroachment  and 
intrusion  upon  the  king's  soil,  which  he  may  either  demolish  or 
seize  or  arrent  at  his  pleasure.*  But  it  is  not  ipso  facto  a  nui- 
sance, unless  in  fact  it  be  a  damage  to  the  port  or  navigation. 
In  case,  therefore,"  adds  the  learned  author,  "  of  building  within 
the  extent  of  a  port,  in  or  near  the  water,  whether  it  be  a  nui- 
sance or  not,  is  questio  facti,  and  to  be  determined  by  a  jury 
upon  evidence,  and  not  questio  juris. ''^  If  the  distinction  given 
by  this  distinguished  jurist,  whose  statements  are  regarded  as 
the  highest  authority  upon  all  questions  pertaining  to  the  com- 
mon  law,  both  in  this  country  and  England,  are  not  sufficient  to 
sustain  the  position  that  a  purpresture  is  not  j?6r  se  a  nuisance ;  the 
authorities  to  that  effect  are  nimierous. 

In  Spelm^s  Glossary,  title  Purpresture,  he  says:  "  Where-  any 
invasion  of  the  jus  privatum  of  the  crown  in  arms  of  the  sea,  or 
ports,  takes  place  hy  encroachment  on  the  soil,  it  is  purpresture." 
"  Where  the  jus  publicum  is  violated,  it  is  a  nuisance ;  and  it 
frequently  happens  that  a  nuisance  in  a  port,  is  accompanied 
with  a  purpresture  or  encroachment  on  the  soil  of  the  crown," 
says  Sir  Alexander  Campbell,  in  Attorney-General  v.  Richards, 

'  Del.  and  Hud.  Canal  Co.  v.  Lawrence,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  N.  T.  (Hun)  163. 
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2  Ansth.  606,  in  defining  the  distinction  between  the  two  classes 
of  wrongs.  In  Attorney- General  v.  Philjpot,  cited  in  id.  607, 
there  was  no  pretense  that  the  wharf  erected  by  the  defendants 
was  any  impediment  to  navigation,  and  the  erection  was  made 
bj  the  permission  of  the  High  Admiral,  But  no  authority  from 
the  crown  was  shown,  and  the  court  said  that  pui-prestures  on 
navigable  rivers  ought  to  be  abated.  They  accordingly  ordered 
inquiry  to  be  made,  whether  the  erection  was  a  purprestm*e, 
and  it  was  afterward  so  found  to  be,  and  abated.  It  is  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  the  State  to  establish  and  regulate  ports,  and  to 
erect  wharves  between  high  and  low-water  mark,  and  it  is  the 
infringement  of  that  right,  together  with  the  encroachment  upon 
the  soil  of  the  stream,  whether  injurious  to  navigation  or  not, 
that  creates  a  purpresture.  If  it  produces  an  injury  to  the  port, 
even  though  it  in  nowise  impedes  navigation,  it  is  both  a  pur- 
presture and  a  nuisance.'  The  reason  is,  that  the  public  has  the 
exclusive  right  in  and  over  the  property  invaded,  and  has  the 
right  to  regulate  and  control  the  use  of  the  same,  and  public 
policy  and  the  proper  protection  of  the  rights  of  individuals  alike 
require,  that  no  unlicensed  or  unauthorized  interferences  there- 
with should  be  permitted.  A  contrary  doctrine  would  be  fruit- 
ful of  most  pernicious  results,  and  would  be  destructive  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  public ;  leaving  important  interests  to  the  mercy 
of  individual  caprice,  without  system,  and  without  legal  restraint 
or  accountability.  "Where  the  interests  of  the  public  generally 
are  concerned,  it  is  never  politic  or  safe  to  leave  their  regulation 
or  control  to  individual  action,  with  all  its  diversity  of  interests 
and  selfishness  of  purpose.     Public  interests  can  only  be  safely 

'  The  City  of  Bristol «.  Morgan,  cited  laid  down  bv  Lord  Hale,  a  question 

in  Hale's  De  Jure  Maris,  p.  12  ;  Attor-  of  fact  and  not  of  law.     That  may  be, 

ney-General  v.  Johnson,  2  Wils.  Rep.  where  the  question  is  of  nuisance  only 

101.     In  Attorney-General  x>.  Richards,  and  the  evidence  doubtful.     But  the 

2  Ansth.  616,  McDo:sald,  J.,  in  noting  cases    cited,   and    those   which    Lord 

the  distinction  between  purprestures  Hale  has  given  us  in  the  De  Portibus 

and  nuisances,  says :  "  But  it  is  argued  Maris,  clearly  prove  that,  where  the 

that  the  prayer  of  the  bill  being  to  king  claims  and  proves  a  right  to  the 

abate  the  erections  as  a  nuisance,  the  soil,  where  a  purpresture  and  nuisance 

court  can  only  consider  that  question,  have  been  committed,  he  may  have  a 

as  alone  supporting  the  relief  prayed,  decree  to  abate  it."     And  in  this  case. 

And  it  is  contended  that  the  court  can-  upon  the  ground  of  purpresture,  the 

not  give  such  a  decree,  or  at  least,  not  court,  as  a  matter  of  law,  the  soil  being 

without  the   intervention   of   a  j  ury,  the  king's,  issued  a  decree  abating  the 

the  question   of   nuisance    being,   as  structures  complained  of. 
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protected  through  the  machinery  of  government,  which  acts  as 
one  mind,  and  with  resolute  purpose,  and  can  hold  all  conflicting 
interests  in  check,  and  regulate  and  harmonize  them,  where, 
otherwise,  there  would  be  the  wildest  discord  and  chaos. 

Sec.  605.  A  vessel,  although  not  permanently  located  in  the 
channel  of  a  stream,  if  allowed  to  remain  there  for  an  unreason- 
able period,  is  regarded  as  a  nuisance,  for  all  navigable  rivers  are 
highways  for  commerce,  and  are  subject  to  about  the  same  rules 
as  highways  upon  land  in  this  respect.  Every  person  may  use 
them  for  the  purpose  of  navigation ;  but  their  use  must  be  reason- 
able, and  such  as  not  to  conflict  with  a  like  reasonable  use  of  them 
by  others.*  A  vessel  disabled  or  sunk  in  a  navigable  channel  by 
accident  is  not  regarded  as  a  nuisance." 

Sec.  606.  Floating  docks'  and  floating  store-houses*  are  public 
nuisances,  although  the  one  may  be  useful  in  lifting  and  repairing 
vessels, and  the  other  in  aiding  the  lading  and  unlading  of  vessels. 
But  it  is  the  special  province  of  the  State  to  regulate  the  place 
where  such  facilities  shall  be  located,  and  their  unauthorized  erec- 
tion and  maintenance  in  a  port  or  navigable  stream,  is  both  a  pur- 
presture  and  a  nuisance.'  It  is  an  usurpation  of  a  public  right ; 
it  is  the  exercise  of  a  franchise  in  a  port  without  authority  of  law, 
which  is  always  a  nuisance.* 

But,  while  a  wharf,  floating  dock,  or  a  vessel  unreasonably  sta- 
tioned in  a  navigable  stream,  may  be  public  nuisances,  yet,  if 
sufdcient  passage  is  left  for  vessels,  no  person  has  a  right  to 
remove  or  injure  them.  But  if  a  sufficient  passage  is  not  left, 
then  those  specially  injured  thereby  may  abate  the  nuisance, 
although  it  will  require  very  clear  proof  of  sjyecial  injury  to  jus- 

>  Hart «.  Mayor,  3  Paige  (N.  Y.),  313  ;  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  549  ;  Neal  «.  Henry,  Meigs 

Rose  t).  Miles,  4  M.  &  S.  101 ;  Beacli  v.  (Tenn.),  17 ;  Bigelow  ti.  Newell,  10  Pick. 

SchoflF.  28  Peirn.  St.  195.     But   they  (Mass.)  348. 

must   be   more  than   interruptions  to  *  Wetmore  v.  Atlantic  White  Lead 

navigation.      They  must   obstruct  it.  Co.,  37  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  70. 

State  ®.  Babcock,  1  Vroom  (N.  J.),  29  ;  ^  Hecker  «.  New  York  Balance  Co., 

The  C.  D.,  Jr.,  Newb.  Admr.  501  ;  King  13  How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  549  ;  Penniman  v. 

V.  Sanders,  2  Brevard  (S.  C),  111.  New  York  Balance  Co.,  id.  40  ;  2  Haw- 

^  Rex  V.  Watts,  3  Esp.  675  ;  Brown  kins'  P.  C,  chap.  75,  §  11 ;  Anonymous, 

V.  Mallett,  5  C.  B.  599  ;  Cummins  v.  1  Russ.  Cr.  &  M.  379. 

Spruance,  4  Har.  (Del.)  315.  «  Corning  v.  Lowerre,  6  Johns.   Ch. 

«  3  Hawkins'  P.  C,  chap.  7,  §  11 ;  (N.  Y.)  439. 
Hecker  v.  N.  Y.  Balance  Co.,  13  How. 
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tify  the  act,  and  injury  such  as  is  not  in  any  wise  attributable  to 
the  wrongful  or  negligent  conduct  of  the  person  abating  it.* 


Sec.  607.  An  obstruction  of  a  navigable  stream  placed  over, 
under,  or  in  it,  is  a  nuisance.  Thus  a  bridge  erected  without 
competent  authority,  across  a  navigable  stream,  whether  it  oper- 
ates as  an  actual  obstruction  to  navigation  or  not,  is  a  nuisance,* 
and  when  erected  by  authority,  it  must  be  so  erected,  and  with 
all  such  modern  appliances  of  draws  and  machinery  as  will  make 
it  as  slight  an  obstruction  as  possible,  or  the  authority  given  will 
not  afford  protection  for  its  maintenance.'  Telegraph  wires,  gas 
pipes  or  any  thing  else  placed  in  the  bed  of  a  tidal  or  inter- State 
stream,  even  by  authority  of  the  State,  will  be  a  nuisance  if  they 
in  any  measure  interfere  with  prudent  navigation.* 


1  Baiubridge  v.  Sherlock,  29  Ind.  364  ; 
Dimes  v.  Petley,  15  Ad.  &  El.  (U.  S.)  374; 
Harrington  v.  Edwards,  17  Wis.  386. 

'  Com.  V.  New  Bedford  Bridge  Co., 
2  Gray  (Mass.),  839  ;  Barnes  v.  Racine, 
4  Wis.  454 ;  Armsdel  v.  McCuUough, 
10  Mass.  70;  Com.  v.  Charlestown,  1 
Pick.  (Mass.)  185. 

3  Gilman  v.  Pliiladelpliia,  3  Wall.  (U. 
S.)  713  ;  JoUife  v.  Wallasley,  29  L.  T. 
(N.  S.)  592  ;  Mempliis  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hicks,  5  Sneed  (Tenn.),  427;  States. 
Freeport,  43  Me.  198  ;  State  v.  Dibble, 
4  Jones  (X.  C.),107;  Columbus  Ins.Co. 
v.  Peoria  Bridge  Association,  6  McLean 
(U.  S.),  70 ;  Jolly  v.  Terre  Haute  Bridge 
Co.,  id.  237;  Devoe  D.Penrose  Ferry 
Bridge  Co.,  3  Am.  Law  Reg.  (U.  S.) 
79 ;  Works  v.  Junction  R.  R.  Co.,  5 
McLean  (U.  S.),  425. 

*  Milwaukie  Gas-light  Co.  v.  The 
Schooner  Gamecock,  23  Wis.  144.  In 
Blanchard  v.W.  U.  Tel.  Co.,  3  N. Y.Sup. 
Ct.  775  (Pars,  ed.),  it  was  held  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  court  that  a  telegraph  wire 
laid  across  a  navigable  stream,  so  as  not 
generally  to  interfere  with  navigation, 
is  not  a  nuisance,  even  although  in 
special  instances  it  might  obstruct  or 
injure  vessels  navigating  the  stream. 
The  reasons  upon  which  the  court  pre- 
dicated its  opinion  are  not  given,  and 
it  is  a  matter  of  no  surprise  that  they 
are  not,  for  such  a  doctrine  finds  no 
authority  from  any  of  the  cases,  and 
would,  if  carried  out,  operate  destruc- 
tively to  the  interests  of  navigation. 
Whether  the  telegraph  wires  were  laid 

SI 


under  the  authority  of  the  State  or  not 
could  not  operate  as  a  protection  to  the 
defendant,  for  the  Hudson  river  is  an 
inter-State  navigable  stream,  and  the 
State  has  no  authority  to  permit  a  use 
of  it,  that  operates  as  an  obstruction 
or  injury  to  navigation.  But  if  the 
laying  of  the  wire  toas  by  authority, 
and  that  authority  could,  in  any  wise, 
operate  as  a  protection,  the  question  is, 
did  the  legislature  contemplate  or 
authorize  the  obstruction  ?  Could  the 
mires  leave  been  so  laid  as  not  to  be  an 
obstruction?  If  so,  it  must  be  taken 
that  the  legislature  only  authorized 
such  a  use  of  the  bed  of  the  stream  as 
would  be  no  hindrance  or  injury  to 
navigation.  The  fact  that  but  one  ves- 
sel was  injured,  makes  no  difference. 
The  wires  should  have  been  so  laid 
that  no  vessel  should  be  impeded  or 
injured  by  them.  Bockes,  J.,  dissent- 
ed from  the  majority  of  the  court,  and 
upon  principle  and  authority,  his  dis- 
sent was  well  taken.  In  Milwaukie 
Gas  Co.  ■c.  Steamer  Gamecock,  23  Wis. 
144,  the  plaintiffs  brought  an  action 
against  the  defendant  for  injuries  done 
to  its  gas  pipes  in  the  bed  of  the  Men- 
ominee river,  across  which  it  was  laid, 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  city 
with  gas,  under  the  provisions  of  its 
charter.  The  injury  complained  of 
was  occasioned  by  an  anchor  dragged 
by  a  boat  which  the  defendant  steamer 
was  towing  down  the  river.  An  ordin- 
ance of  the  city  prohibited  the  towing 
of  any  vessel  within  the  limits  of  the 
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Sec.  608.  Driving  piles  in  the  channel  of  a  navigable  ri\  er,  so 
as  to  impede  navigation,  or  as  to  produce  actual  injury  to  indi- 
vidual interests  in  the  stream  or  on  the  shore,  is  a  nuisance.'  So 
is  the  erection  of  a  jetty,  so  as  to  narrow  the  channel  of  the  stream, 
or  throw  the  water  upon  the  opposite  banks ; "  or  the  abstraction 
or  diversion  of  the  water  of  the  stream,  so  as  to  interfere  with 
its  navigability ; '  or  the  depositing  of  stone  or  any  thing  in  the 
stream  that  chokes  it,  or  in  any  manner  impairs  its  usefulness.* 
The  erection  of  a  dam,*  the  building  of  a  highway  between  high 
and  low -water  mark,*  or  any  permanent  erection  of  any  kind  in, 
over  or  upon  a  navigable  stream,  without  authority  of  law,  is  a 
common  nuisance.'' 

Sec.  609.  In  Collins  v.  The  City  of  Philadelphia,  68  Penn. 
St.  106,  the  rights  of  navigation,  and  the  right  of  the  public  to 
use  the  water  for  any  other  purpose,  that  in  any  essential  degree 
conflicts  with  the  right  of  passage  was  ably  discussed  and  deter- 
mined. In  that  case,  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  canal  boat, 
with  which  he  started,  on  the  31st  of  July,  1869,  from  Port  Car- 
bon with  a  load  of  coal  for  New  York.  A  severe  drought  was 
prevailing,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  a  supply  of  water 
could  be  obtained  for  the  defendant  city.  The  defendant  took 
water  from  the  Schuylkill  river  for  the  use  of  the  city,  and,  as  a 
necessary  precaution  against  the  calamity  of  an  insufficient  supply, 
made  arrangements  with  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company, 

city,  by  any  tug  or  vessel  propelled  by  '  Attorney-General  «.  Lonsdale,  7  L. 

Bteam,  wholly  or  in  part,  with  the  an-  R.  (Eq.  Cas.)  377 ;  Attorney-General  v. 

chors  of  any  such  vessels  being  towed,  Pagham  Com'rs  of  Sewers,  8  B.  &  C. 

dragging  on  the  bottom  of  the  river.  355. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  negligence  ^  Philadelphia  v.  Collins,  68  Penn, 

on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  or  that  St.  106 ;   City  of  Philadelphia  v.  Gil- 

the  dragging  of  the  anchor  was  not  a  martin,  71  id.  140.   In  Attorney-General 

proper  act  of  navigation.     The  court  v.  Great  Eastern  Railroad,  6  L.  R.  (Ch. 

held  that  there  could  be  no  recovery.  App.)   573,   the    defendants    were  re- 

That  neither  a  municipal  corporation  strained  from  taking  water  from  the 

or  the  State  legislature  could  prevent  stream  to  supply  their  station.     Med- 

by  ordinances  or  laws,  the  proper  nav-  way  Co.  «.  Romney,  9  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  575. 

igation  of  the  river  or  the  use  of  such  *  Regina  «.  Stephens,  1  L.  R.,  Q.  B. 

precautions  as  proper  navigation   ren-  701 ;  Regina  v.  Betts,  16  Q.  B.  1032. 

dered  necessary   or  advisable.     In  a  *  Dunbar  v.  Vinal,  3  Dana's  Abr.  695. 

word,  the  virtual  doctrine  of  the  case  *  Kear  v.   Stetson,   5   Pick.   (Mass.) 

is,  that  the   rights  of  navigation  are  493 ;  Charlestown  i>.  Middlesex,  3  Mete, 

superior  to  any  other  uses  of  the  stream  (Mass.)  303. 

and  that  all  other  uses  must  be  subor-  '  Wetmore   v.  The  Atlantic  White 

dinate  to  and  not  an  interference  with  it.  Lead  Co.,  37  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  70 ;  Attorney- 

"  Walker  v.  Shepardson,  3  Wis,  384.  General  v.  Terry,  9  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  433. 
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which  controlled  the  canal,  to  draw  the  water  down  and  give  the 
defendants  a  supply,  even  at  the  expense  of  navigation.  This 
was  done,  and,  as  a  result,  the  water  was  left  so  low  that  the 
plaintiff  could  not  pass  with  his  boat  from  Manayunk,  from  the 
10th  of  August  until  the  7th  of  September.  For  the  damage 
resulting  from  this  detention  this  action  was  brought.  The  court 
very  properly  held,  and,  indeed,  it  was  conceded  upon  the  trial, 
that  the  city  might  lawfully  take  water  from  the  river  necessary 
for  domestic  use  by  its  citizens,  but  could  not  lawfully  take  water 
therefrom  to  propel  machinery  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the 
water  of  the  river  into  their  reservoir,  which,  in  this  instance, 
was  done,  and  which  took  thirteen  and  a  half  times  more  water 
than  for  the  reservoir,  and  which  was  shown  to  be  at  least  eight 
times  the  quantity  required  to  pass  forty  boats  a  day  through 
Fairmount  locks.  Thompson,  C.  J.,  said :  "  If  it  was  a  supply  of 
water  for  domestic  pui-poses  only,  which  occasioned  the  insuffi- 
ciency for  navigation,  then  the  law  of  paramount  necessity  would 
have  existed,  and  brought  into  play  the  doctrine  of  riparian  rights, 
and  justified  the  taking." 

Thus,  clearly  recognizing  the  superiority  of  the  rights  of  riparian 
owners  upon  a  fresh-water  navigable  stream  to  the  necessary 
primary  use  of  water,  even  as  against  the  right  of  passage  ;  but 
it  must  be  remembered,  that  this  right  attaches  only  where  the 
owners  of  the  banks  are  riparian  owners,  and  does  not  exist,  as 
against  one  acting  under  competent  authority  from  the  State, 
where  the  State  owns  the  bed  and  shore  of  the  stream. 

Neither  does  such  a  right  exist  for  any  except  the  pri?nary  use 
of  the  water.  If  water  is  diverted  even  for  necessary,  but  not 
domestic,  uses,  the  diversion  is  wrongful  and  a  public  nuisance, 
even  though  the  uses  to  which  it  is  applied  are  essential  and 
highly  beneficial  to  the  public.  This  was  directly  held  in  the  case 
of  The  City  of  Phildelphia  v.  Gilmartin,  71  Penn.  St.  160,  which 
was  an  action  for  damages  growing  out  of  the  same  use  of  the 
water  of  the  Schuylkill  river  as  in  the  previous  case,  except  that, 
in  this  case,  it  was  proved  that  the  water  was  not  used  entirely 
for  domestic  purposes,  but  that  the  larger  proportion  of  it  was 
Tised  for  baths,  cleaning  the  city,  and  for  mechanical  purposes. 
The  opinion  of  Agnew,  J.,  is  a  masterly  production,  and  the 
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manner  in  which  he  disposes  of  the  intricate  questions  involved, 
and  the  nicety  with  which  he  draws  the  lines  between  the  con- 
flicting rights,  and  the  even-handed  and  exact  measure  of  justice 
which  he  metes  out,  regardless  of  consequences,  at  once  excites 
admiration  and  respect.  He  says :  "  Was  this  alleged  wrong  jus- 
tified by  an  overruling  necessity?  *  *  *  The  injury,  as 
shown  by  the  evidence  and  established  by  the  verdict,  arose  from 
the  use  of  the  Schuylkill  by  the  city  for  water-power,  and  not 
merely  for  consumption.  For  every  gallon  of  water  supplied  to 
the  reservoirs,  thirteen  and  a  half  gallons  were  expended  through 
the  turbine-wheels  for  driving  and  lifting  power,  and  when  com- 
mon water-wheels  were  used,  the  expenditure  was  twenty-seven 
gallons  for  power  to  every  gallon  pumped  into  reservoirs. 
*  *  *  We  have  already  seen  that  the  city  is  a  large  vendor 
of  water,  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  arts,  manufacturing,  business 
and  pleasure.  These  uses  are  not  domestic,  that  is,  such  as  are 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  life  and  health  of  the  popu- 
lation and  their  creatures,  hut  are  simply  utilitarian  or  business 
uses,  and  far  exceed  those  needed  for  domestic  purposes.  And 
even  as  to  those  termed  domestic,  a  distinction  must  be  noted 
between  the  use  proper,  and  that  which  is  lavishly  expended  in 
pamement  washing,  baths,  etc.  It  is  perfectly  obvious,  therefore, 
that  the  city  drew  off  water,  not  only  for  driving  and  lifting 
power,  hut  for  a  consumption  fa/r  heyond  any  imperious  neces* 
sity,  and  for  purposes  wholly  subordinate  to  navigation.  *  * 
I  do  not  mean  to  draw  any  comparison  between  the  use  of  water 
for  the  great  purposes  of  industry,  wealth  and  cleanliness  of  a  city 
so  populous  as  Philadelphia,  and  the  use  of  it  for  navigation 
during  a  few  days  of  drought.  The  question  for  us,  is  that  of 
legal  right,  not  comparative  weight.  Such  important  interests  as 
those  of  the  city  are  likely  to  lead  to  a  substitution  of  might  for 
right,  yet  they  are  not  of  that  imperious  necessity  which  justifies 
might,  and  tarns  wrong  into  right.  Administrators  of  the  law, 
we  cannot  bend  or  break  the  law  before  a  great  interest,  more 
than  we  can  one  that  is  small.  The  doctrine  of  imperious  neces- 
sity is  not  in  this  case."  -■ 

Sec.  filO,  So,  too,  the  pollution  of  the  waters  of  a  fresh-water 
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navigable  stream,  whether  by  turning  into  it  the  sewage  of  a 
town/  or  the  refuse  from  a  mill/  which  destroys  the  value  of  the 
water  for  domestic  uses,  or  which  produces  noxious  smells  or 
unwholesome  gases,'  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  indictable  as  such 
at  the  suit  of  the  public,  and  actionable  at  the  suit  of  every  per- 
son injured  thereby,*  and  there  can  be  no  public  benefits,  whether 
the  preservation  of  health  or  otherwise,  that  will  rob  such  a  use 
of  the  stream  of  the  character  of  a  nuisance.^ 

Sec.  611 .  The  discharge  of  refuse  into  a  navigable  stream  from 
a  mill  or  brewery,  or  in  any  way  that  fills  up  the  channel  or  ren- 
ders navigation  less  convenient,  or  that,  by  reason  of  the  noxious 
smells  emitted  therefrom,  renders  the  use  of  wharves  uncomfort- 
able, is  a  public  nuisance  and  also  a  private  nuisance,  and  action- 
able as  such  at  the  suit  of  any  person  injured  thereby.  And  the 
fact  that  it  is  discharged  into  the  stream  through  a  public  sewer 
will  not  prevent  liability,  if  the  nuisance  can  be  directly  traced, 
nor  will  the  fact  that  the  refuse  complained  of  is  mingled  with 
the  common  refuse  of  the  city,  which,  combined,  creates  the  nui- 
sance, operate  as  a  defense,  where  the  works  complained  of  pro- 
duce the  promoting  cause  of  the  injury.'  And  the  fact  that  the 
refuse  is  discharged  into  the  sewer  by  the  permission  of  the  city, 
is  no  defense,  as  the  city  cannot  license  a  public  nuisance,  and  if 
it  was  shown  that  it  did,  it  would  be  equally  liable  as  the  actual 
wrono;-doer,  ^ 


o 


Sec.  612.  While  a  riparian  owner  upon  a  tidal  stream  has  no 
property  or  interest  in  the  stream  itself  beyond  that  of  any  other 
member  of  the  public,  yet  he  has  a  right  to  erect  a  wharf  or  make 
any  other  erection  upon  the  bank  of  the  stream,  and  to  use  the 
same  for  his  own  convenience,  or  allow  its  use  by  others  either 

1  Attorney-General  v.  Leeds,  5  L.  R.  Rob.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  53S  ;  Hudson  River 

(Eq.  Cas.)  583  ;  Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Loeb,   id.  413  ;  Mayor  of 

Wells,  1  id.  166.  New   York    t>.  Baumberger,  id.   218 ; 

•^  Potter  V.  Froment,  47  Cal.  165.  Rex  v.  Medley,  C.  C.  &  P.  293 ;  Regina 

'  Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells,  ante;  v.  Stephens,  L.  R.  (Q.  B.)  701 ;  Rose  v. 

Rex  0.  Medley,  6  C.  &  P.  292.  Groves,   5    M.   &   G.   613 ;  Gerrish   v. 

•»  Mills  V.  Hall,  9  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  315.  Brown,  51  Me.  356 ;  Davis  v.  Wiuslow, 

°  Attorney-General  «.  Colney  Hatch  id.    389;    BruCklesbank   v.   Smith,    2 

Lunatic  Asylum,  4  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  146 ;  Burr.  656 ;  Rex  v.  Haddock,  And.  137. 

Attorney-General  v.  Leeds,  ante.  '  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Loeb, 

*  Manhattan  Gaa  Co,   v.   Barker,  7  ante. 
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for  the  landing  of  passengers  or  freight,  or  any  other  purpose 
connected  with  navigation,  and  such  use  of  his  own  property  is 
no  infringement  of  a  public  right.  But  the  State  may  authorize 
a  use  of  the  shore  that  will  entirely  deprive  him  of  the  beneficial 
use  of  his  erections,  and  that,  too,  without  compensation  to  him 
for  the  damage  sustained  therefrom.' 

Sec.  613.  In  determining  the  question  of  obstruction  it  is  not 
necessary  that  vessels  should  be  actually  obstructed  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  stream  or  harbor ;  it  is  enough  if  navigation  is  rendered 
less  convenient  or  less  safe  than  formerly.  What  the  public  are 
entitled  to  i&free  navigation  and  immunity  from  artificial  impedi- 
ments or  dangers.  If  navigation  in  ordinary  times  is  not  impeded, 
or  if  it  is  not  rendered  more  perilous,  yet,  if  by  reason  of  the 
erection  of  the  structure,  or  the  use  of  the  shore,  vessels  in  times 
of  storm  or  "  stress  of  weather  "  are  in  any  measure  exposed  to 
perils  that  did  not  exist  before,  or  if  they  are  thereby  deprived  of 
a  retreat  in  times  of  a  storm  or  otherwise,  the  structure  is  an 
impediment  and  a  nuisance,  as  much  as  though  it  was  an  actual 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  ordinary  navigation. '^  The  rule  in  this 
respect  was  well  given  by  Abbott,  Ld.  Ch.  J.,  in  Rex  v.  Gros- 
venor  et  al. ,  previously  referred  to.  He  said :  "  The  public  have 
a  right  to  all  the  convenience  which  the  former  state  of  the  river 
afforded,  unless  by  the  change,  some  greater  degree  of  convenience 
is  afforded.  It  is  said  that  in  stormy  weather  vessels  might  have 
entered  the  recess  and  found  shelter  between  the  two  projections 
at  spring  tides  for  some  time,  at  neap  tides  for  a  shorter  space 
of  time.  Now,  although  they  were  not  able  to  enjoy  this  benefit 
at  all  times,  yet  if  they  could  derive  benefit  from  it  for  the  space 
of  two  hours  each  tide,  they  are  entitled  to  that  advantage,  unless 
the  want  of  it  be  compensated  by  some  superior  advantage  result- 
ing from  some  alteration.  *  *  *  Although  the  benefits  which 
were  enjoyed  before  the  erection  jvere  limited  to  particular  times 
and  seasons  of  the  weather,  and  were  enjoyed  but  occasionally, 

>  People  V.  Albany,  11  Wend.  539  ;    Lansing  u.  Smith,  8  Cow.  (N.  T.)  146  ; 
Rex  «.  Smith,  2  Doug.  435;  Gould  v.     S.  C,  4  Wend.  9. 


R.  R.  Co.,  6  N.  T.  523 ;  Stevens  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  .34  N.  J.  533 ;  Tomliu  v.  Du- 
buque, 33  Iowa,  106 ;  In  Re  Water 
Commissioners,  3  Ed.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  306  ; 


"^  Commonwealth  v.  Crowningshield, 

2  Dana's  Abr.  697 ;  Rex  v.  Grosvenor, 

3  Star.  54. 
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yet  the  public  is  not  to  be  deprived  of  them  by  the  erection  of  a 
wharf  for  mere  private  convenience." 

Sec.  614.  On  fresh-water  navigable  streams,  where  the  ripa- 
rian owner  owns  to  the  center  of  the  stream,  or  where  his  title 
extends  to  low-water  mark,  the  riparian  owner  may  erect  wharves, 
docks,  piers,  slips,  *  or  even  maintain  a  floating  dock,  provided  he 
does  not  thereby  materially  interfere  with  the  free  navigation  of 
the  stream."  He  has  a  property  in  the  stream  by  virtue  of  his 
ownership  of  the  al/oeus  thereof,  and  the  State  cannot  pursue  him 
for  a,  purpresture  so  long  as  he  confines  his  use  of  the  same  to  the 
part  of  the  bed  of  the  stream  covered  by  his  title,  nor  for  a  nui- 
sance, unless  he  encroaches  upon  the  stream  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  prevent  the  free  passage  of  the  species  of  craft  which  can  navi- 
gate it.  *  In  a  case  decided  in  Massachusetts  as  early  as  1 Y9  6 
this  doctrine  was  recognized.  In  order  to  a  proper  under- 
standing of  the  case,  it  should  be  stated  that  in  that  State  under 
the  colonial  ordinance  of  1641  an  owner  of  land  upon  the  sea  or 
tidal  streams  is  made  a  riparian  proprietor  and  holds  the  alveus 
thereof  to  a  distance  of  one  hundred  rods  from  high-water  mark. 
His  right  therein,  however,  was  qualified  to  a  use  of  the  interest 
in  the  bed  of  the  stream  that  did  not  conflict  with  Jihe  public  use 
of  the  stream  for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  This  ordinance  was 
afterward  repealed,  but  Angell  says  in  his  work  on  Tide  Waters^ 
p.  225,  that  "  from  that  time  to  the  present,  an  usage  has  pre- 
vailed, which  now  has  the  force  of  a  local  common  law,  that  the 
owner  of  land  bounded  on  the  sea  or  salt-water  shall  hold  to  low- 
water  mark  as  provided  by  the  terms  of  the  ordinance."  In  the 
case  referred  to,  the  defendant  wa^  indicted  for  obstructing  a  navi- 
gable river  by  the  erection  of  a  wharf,  and  it  appeared  that  a  part  of 
the  wharf  was  helow  low- water  mark.  He  contended  that,  although 
his  wharf  extended  beyond  low- water  mark,  yet  it  could  not  be 

'  Bainbridge  ■».  Sherlock,  39  Ind.  324 ;  id.  118;  Walker  v.  Shepardson,  4  id. 

Moore  v.  Board  of  Commissioners,  33  384 ;   Lorman  v.  Benson,   8  Mich.  18. 

How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  184.  This   doctrine   is    recognized    in    the 

*  Wetmore  v.  Atlantic  White  Lead  United   States  courts,  and   is  applied 

Co.,  37  Barb.   (N.   Y.)   70  ,   Rogers  v.  to  such  structures  as  are  erected  under 

Barker,  31  id.  447 ;  Hart  v.  Mayor,  etc.,  authority  from  the  State.     Packet  Co. 

9  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  531.  v.   Peoria  Bridge   Asso.,  38   HI.   467  ; 

3  Hogg  v.  Zanesville  Canal  Co.,  United  States  v.  R.  R.  Bridge  Co.,  6 
Wright  (Ohio),  139;  Jones  v.  Petti-  McLean  (U.  S.),  517 ;  Wilson  1J.  Black- 
bone,  2  Wis.  308 ;  Yates  v.  Judd,  18  bird,  etc.,  3  Pet.  (U.  S.)  345. 
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regarded  as  a  nuisance  and  an  injury  to  the  public,  and  that,  as 
the  channel  alleged  to  be  obstructed  only  led  into  a  small  dock, 
inclosed  with  wharves  of  private  persons,  the  injury  complained 
of,  if  any,  could  only  be  made  the  ground  of  a  civil  remedy. 
The  court  held,  however,  that  being  an  arm  of  the  sea,  its  obstruc- 
tion was  an  indictable  offense,  but  charged  the  jury  that  it  was  no 
obstruction,  and  consequently  not  a  nuisance,  if  a  sufficient  pas- 
sage way  was  left  for  the  public.  The  jury  having  viewed  the 
premises  found  that  the  wharf  was  an  obstruction  to  the  extent 
of  that  portion  of  it  which  extended  into  the  channel.* 


Sec.  615.  The  ownership  of  the  alveus  of  the  stream,  whether 
to  the  center  thereof  or  only  to  low- water  mark,  carries  with  it' 
the  exclusive  right  to  use  the  shore  and  bed  of  the  stream  for 
every  purpose  for  which  it  can  be  used,  not  inconsistent  with  the 
public  easement  therein.  It  gives  the  exclusive  right  to  build 
wharves,  docks  and  slips  opposite  the  banks,  and  even  the  State 
cannot  divest  the  owner  of  the  banks  of  this  right,  without  proper 
compensation."  But  the  right  to  use  the  stream  by  the  riparian 
owner,  or  to  make  erections  of  any  kind  therein,  is  confined  to 
such  a  use  and  such  erections  as  shall  not  hinder  or  obstruct  navi- 
gation. If  erections  are  made  that  interfere  with /ree  passage 
upon  the  stream,  they  are  public  nuisances.^  The  rights  of  the 
riparian  owner  on  this  class  of  streams  are  in  the  nature  of  a 
natural  franchise,  but  it  is  not  a  franchise  that  warrants  the  use 


'  See  also  Commonwealth  -B.Wright, 
3  Am.  Jurist,  185  ;  Thach.  Cr.  Ca.  115  ; 
Commonwealth,  v.  John,  3  id.  190;  Gray 
«.  Bartlett,  20  Pick.  (Mass.)  186.  In 
Austin  V.  Carter,  1  Mass.  231,  it  waa 
held  that  the  riparian  owner  had  a 
right  to  exclude  the  public  entirely 
from  all  the  waters  covered  by  his 
title.  See  also  Barker  v.  Bates,  19 
Pick.  (Mass.)  255 ;  Com.  v.  Charles- 
town,  1  id.  180.  But  this  doctrine  is 
not  now  held  in  Massachusetts,  and  a 
riparian  owner  who  should  now 
attempt  to  exclude  the  public  from  the 
use  of  waters,  in  fact  navigable,  even 
though  only  for  small  pleasure  boats, 
would  be  held  chargeable  for  a  nui- 
sance. Attorney-General  v.  Wood,  108 
Mass.  36  ;  11  Am.  Rep.  380. 

*  Yates  V.  Milwaukie,  10  Wall.  (U.  S.) 


497 ;  Yates  v.  Judd,  18  Wis.  118;Walker 
V.  Shepardson,  4  id.  486  ;  Bainbridge 
V.  Sherlock,  29  Ind.  354. 

^  Walker  v.  Shepardson,  2  Wis.  384 ; 
Button  v.  Strong,  1  Bl.  (U.  S.)  23.  But 
the  State  may  regulate  the  erection  of 
wharves  on  all  such  streams.  Id.  But 
in  Wisconsin  it  is  held  that  dock  lines 
cannot  be  established  on  such  streams, 
without  compensation.  Walker  v. 
Shepardson,  4  Wis.  486.  So  in  Ohio, 
Walker  v.  Board  of  Public  Works,  16 
Ohio  St.  540,  it  was  held  that  the 
legislature  cannot,  by  declaring  a  river 
navigable,  deprive  a  riparian  owner  of 
his  rights  in  the  stream  without  com- 
pensation. See,  also,  Morgan  «.  King, 
35  N.  Y.454  ;  Del.  &  Hud.  Canal  Co.  ». 
Lawrence,  9  N.  Y.  S.  C.  164. 
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of  the  stream  by  him,  that  essentially  interferes  with  free  navi- 
gation. But  the  right  is  construed  to  cover  the  privilege  of 
erecting  wharves  and  other  aids  to  commerce,  that  do  not  materi- 
ally impair  the  navigability  of  the  stream,  and  there  can  be  no 
good  reason  why  the  same  rule  should  not  prevail  as  to  such 
erections,  as  is  held  by  the  federal  courts  in  reference  to  erections 
made  upon  tidal  and  inter-state  streams,  by  authority  from  the 
State.  That  is,  that  erections  made  by  the  riparian  owner  in  aid 
of  commerce,  and  for  the  convenience  of  navigation,  will  not  be 
held  public  nuisances,  unless  they  materially  interfere  with  navi- 
gation, and  that  in  determining  the  question,  the  relative  con- 
venience and  inconvenience  arising  from  the  structure  will  be 
taken  into  account.' 

Sec.  616.  In  the  case  of  Delaware  <&  Hudson  Canal  Co.  v. 
LoAjorence,  9  Sup.  Ct.  (N.  T.)  163,  the  plaintiffs  brought  an  action 
against  the  defendant  for  erecting  a  wharf  on  Rondout  creek, 
a  tributary  of  the  Hudson  river,  and  in  which  the  tide  ebbed  and 
flowed  beyond  the  point  where  the  wharf  was  erected.  It 
appeared  that  the  plaintiffs  were  largely  engaged  in  navigation 
on  the  creek  in  question,  in  the  transportation  of  coal  and  other 
merchandise,  and  employed  a  large  number  of  boats  in  the  busi- 
ness. The  defendant  was  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  bordering 
on  the  creek,  and  held  a  patent  from  the  State  conveying  him  to 
low- water  mark,  and  beyond  the  outer  limits  of  his  wharf.  It 
was  found  by  the  referee  that  the  wharf  would  be  an  obstruc- 
tion to  navigation,  and  upon  these  facts  the  plaintiff  claimed  that 
the  defendant  should  be  enjoined  from  the  erection  and  comple- 
tion of  the  wharf.  It  will  be  observed  that  it  was  not  found 
that  the  wharf  would  be  a  material  obstruction  to  navigation, 
or  that  it  would  be  more  than  a  simple  inconvenience  thereto. 

'  Devoe  v.  Penrose  Ferry  Bridge  Co.,  gation.  But,  when  the  obstruction  is 
2  Am.  Law  Reg.  (U.  S.)  79.  In  The  actually  shown  to  be  a  nuisance,  no 
Passaic  Bridges,  3  Wall.  (U.  S.)  782,  it  calculations  or  comparisons  will  be 
was  held  that  a  bridge  erected  over  a  made  between  the  injuries  and  benefits 
navigable  stream  subject  to  federal  produced  thereby.  Works  v.  Junction 
jurisdiction,  under  authority  of  the  R.  R.  Co.,  5  McLean  (U.  S.),  425 :  Mis- 
state, could  not  be  regarded  as  a  nui-  sissippi  &  Missouri  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ward,  3 
sance,  when  the  benefit  to  the  public  Bl.  (U.  S.)  485  ;  Pennsylvania  v.  ^^Tieel- 
therefrom  is  equal  to  the  obstruction,  ing,  etc., Bridge  Co.,  13  How.  (U.S.)  519 
provided  room  is  left  for  proper  navi- 

82 
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The  cause  was  heard  at  General  Term  and  the  court  held 
that  the  plaintiff  having  derived  his  title  from  the  State,  and 
being  a  riparian  oioner  by  virtue  of  his  ownership  of  the  shore, 
between  high  and  low- water  mark,  was  thereby  vested  with  a 
franchise  which  justified  and  protected  him  in  the  erection  of  a 
wharf  opposite  his  banks,  which  did  not  materially  interfere  with 
the  navigation  of  the  creek,  and  that  the  simple  finding  by  the 
referee  that  the  wharf  would  be  an  obstruction,  without  the 
further  finding  that  the  obstruction  would  be  material,  would  not 
justify  an  injunction  restraining  the  defendant  from  maintaining 
or  completing  his  wharf.  The  judgment  was  affirmed  in  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  but  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  believe  that  that 
court  adopted,  or  intended  to  adopt  the  doctrine  laid  down  by 
PoTTEK,  J.,  in  his  opinion,  in  its  full  extent,  if  it  was  intended 
by  him  to  give  it  application  upon  tidal  and  non-tidal  streams, 
without  reference  to  the  question  of  riparian  ownership,  particu- 
larly when  such  -a  position  would  operate  directly  to  overthrow 
the  rule  adopted  in  the  case  of  People  v.  Yanderhilt,  26  N.  Y. 
287.  But  I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  learned  judge  intended 
to  hold  that  such  a  rule  prevails  in  reference  to  unauthorized 
obstructions.  Stripped  of  some  of  the  dicta  engrafted  into  his 
opinion  by  Potter,  J.,  which  is  calculated  to  mislead,  and  some 
errors  that  doubtless  arose  from  a  misconception  of  the  doctrine 
in  reference  to  purprestures,  which  were  probably  gathered  from 
the  opinion  in  People  v.  Vanderhilt,  where  the  court  did  not 
define,  although  it  doubtless  had  in  view,  the  distinction  between 
an  ordinary  purpresture  and  a  purpresture  injurious  to  a  portt 
the  judgment  in  the  case  can  be  supported,  consistently  with 
authority,  but,  when  it  is  attempted  to  give  the  doctrine 
announced,  general  application,  it  is  clearly  in  conflict  with  the 
best  considered  cases  of  the  courts,  both  of  this  country  and 
England.  In  this  case,  the  defendant,  by  his  grant  from  the 
State,  was  made  a  riparian  owner,  and  was  vested  with  all  the 
powers  and  privileges  of  a  riparian  owner  upon  a  fresh- water 
stream,  whose  title  covers  the  bed  of  the  stream.  By  virtue  of 
that  ownership  he  clearly  had  the  right  to  erect  a  wharf  in  front 
of  his  lands  upon  his  own  soil,  that  did  not  materially  interfere 
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with  navigation/  but  independent  of  the  grant,  it  is  clear  that  he 
could  not  have  erected  a  wharf  there,  whether  it  materially  inter- 
fered with  navigation  or  not.  The  slightest  encroachment  would 
have  been  a  purpresture,  and,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  People 
V.  Yanderbilt,  a  public  nuisance,  as  being  an  injury  to  the  port. 
But  it  would  seem  that  there  was  still  another  ground,  in  the  case, 
which  the  court  regarded  as  fatal  to  the  plaintiff's  recovery,  and 
that  is,  that  the  case  did  not  show  that  the  plaintiff  sustained  any 
such  special  or  particular  damage,  as  entitled  him  to  maintain  a 
private  action  for  relief.  The  damage  found  by  the  referee  was  only 
such  inconvenience  as  every  person  navigating  the  stream  was  sub- 
jected to,  and  the  fact  that  they  were  largely  engaged  in  the  navi- 
gation of  the  stream,  placed  them  in  no  better  position,  than  as 
though  they  were  simply  the  owners  of  a  single  vessel,  unless  they 
fihow  that  they  sustained  some  special  damage  therefrom,  that 
made  this  public  nuisance  a  private  nuisance  as  to  them." 


'  Walker  v.  Shepardson,  4  Wis.  486; 
Mariner  n.  Schultes,  13  id.  692;  Har- 
rington D.  Edwards,  17  id.  586 ;  Chap- 
man V  R.  R.  Co.,  33  id.  639  ;  Yates  v. 
Judd,  18  id.  118 ;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Schur- 
mier,  10  Minn.  82 ;  Bainbridge  v.  Sher- 
lock, 29  Ind.  364;  Cos  v.  State,  3 
Blackf.  (Ind.)  193  ;  Yates  v.  Milwaukie, 
10  Wall.  (U.S.)  497  ;  Lorman «. Benson, 
8  Mich.  437.  The  rule  is,  in  reference 
to  streams  over  which  the  title  of  the 
riparian  owner  extends  to  the  center  of 
the  stream,  that  he  may  make  any  use 
of  the  stream  not  inconsistent  with,  or 
operating  as  an  obstruction,  iliddle- 
ton  V.  Flat  River  Booming  Co.,  27 
Mich,  533 ;  Button  «.  Strong,  1  Black 
(U.  S.),  31. 

In  Rice  v.  Ruddiman,  10  Mich.  121, 
Majtsing,  J.,  says:  "  Wharves  and 
piers  are  almost  as  necessary  to  navi- 
gation, as  vessels  and  shipyards.  *  * 
It  seems  to  me  on  principle,  as  well  as 
reason,  that  the  owner  of  the  shore 
has  the  right  to  use  the  adiacent  bed  of 
the  lake  for  that  purpose."  Maktin, 
J.,  in  the  same  case,  says :  "  The 
riparian  owner  has  the  right  to  con- 
struct wharves,  buildings  and  other 
improvements  in  front  of  his  land,  so 
long  as  the  public  servitude  is  root 
thereby  impaired."  Not  only  have 
the  riparian  owners  a  right  to  erect 
wharves,  but  they  have  a  right  to  have 
the  access  thereto  kept  open.     Irwin 


V.  Dixon,  9  How.  (U.  S.)  33,  and  any 
person  who  interferes  therewith,  by 
mooring  his  boat  unreasonably  oppo- 
site thereto,  is  liable  for  the  injury. 
Bainbridge  xi.  Sherlock,  29  Ind.  364; 
Rice  v.  Ruddiman,  ante.  A  wharf  boat 
is  not  necessarily  a  nuisance ;  whether 
it  is  or  not,  is  a  question  of  fact,  and, 
even  if  it  is,  it  cannot  be  injured  or 
removed  by  any  one  navigating  the 
stream,  unless  it  operates  as  an  actual 
hindrance  to  him.  Bainbridge  v. 
Sherlock,  ante.  All  actual  hindrances 
or  obstructions  to  navigation  are  public 
nuisances.  Williams  v.  Wilcox,  8  Ad, 
&  El.  314;  Knox  v.  Chaloner,  42  Me.  150. 
-  Harvard  College  v.  Steams,  15  Gray 
(Mass),  1;  see  chapter  on  "Private 
Actions  for  Public  Nuisances ; "  Atkin- 
son V.  Philadeldhia  &  Trenton  R.  R. 
Co.,  14  Haz.  Pa.  Reg.  10.  But  if  the 
plaintiffs  were  hindered  and  delayed 
in  their  business,  and  suffered  pecuni- 
ary loss  therefrom,  there  would  seem 
to  be  no  good  reason  why  they  might 
not  be  said  to  have  a  right  to  maintain 
the  action.  Powers  v.  Irish,  23  Mich. 
274 ;  Yolo  v.  Sacramento,  36  Cal.  342. 
A  plaintiff  seeking  to  enjoin  a  public 
nuisance  from  which  he  has  sustained 
special  damage,  is,  though  nominally 
acting  on  his  own  account,  treated  as 
acting  in  behalf  of  all  who  may  be  in 
jured  therebv.  Mississippi  &  Missouri 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Ward,  2  Black  (U.S.),  485. 
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Sec.  bit.  The  question  of  nuisance  arising  from  an  authorized 
obstruction  is  always  a  question  of  fact  to  be  determined  by  the 
jury  in  each  case,  under  proper  instructions  from  the  court/  and 
no  definite  rule  can  be  given  by  which  to  determine  whether  or 
not  an  obstruction  in  a  given  case  is  a  material  obstruction. 
This  must  necessarily  depend  upon  a  variety  of  questions.  First, 
Whether  the  person  making  the  obstruction  is  a  riparian  owner. 
Second,  Whether  it  interferes  with  the  free  passage  of  boats. 
Third,  Whether  it  produces  inconvenience  to  navigation.  Fourth, 
Whether  it  impairs  the  safety  of  navigation.  Fifth,  Whether  it 
deprives  vessels  or  boats  of  any  material  advantage,  such  as  shelter, 
tacking,  etc.  Mere  inconvenieiice,  produced  by  the  erection,  is 
not  enough ;  it  must  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  amount  to  a 
material  obstacle  thereto,  either  by  narrowing  the  channel  or 
depriving  navigators  of  some  advantage  that  existed  before,  or 
by  impairing  the  safety  of  vessels  while  skillfully  navigating  the 
stream,  and  such  as  is  not  necessarily  incident  to  the  exercise  of 
the  authority  at  all.'' 


The  rule  is,  that  in  order  to  entitle 
a  person  to  maintain  a  bill  for  an  in- 
junction to  restrain  a  public  nuisance, 
he  must  sustain  some  special  damage, 
so  that  the  obstruction  may  fairly  be 
said  to  be  a  private  nuisance  as  to  him, 
and  it  would  seem  that  any  actual 
pecuniary  injury  is  sufficient,  and,  if 
the  nuisance  is  continuous,  and  likely 
to  be  constantly  recurring,  an  injunc- 
tion will  generally  be  granted.  Works 
V.  Junction  R.R.Co.,  5  McLean  (U.  S.), 
435  ;  Pennsylvania  v.  Wheeling,  etc.. 
Bridge  Co.,' 13  How.  (U.S.)  519;  R.R. 
Co.'B.Ward,2Black  (U.S.),  485;  Spooner 
v.  McConnell,  1  McLean  (U.  S.),  338  ; 
Irwin  V.  Dixon,  9  How.  (G.  S.)  10; 
Georgetown  «.  Canal  Co.,  13  Peters  (U. 
S.),  91.  It  is  only  by  virtue  of  special 
and  individual  injuries,  that  a  court 
can  give  relief  to  a  private  person 
against  a  public  nuisance.  Illinois  & 
St.  Louis  R.R.  &  Canal  Co.  v.  St. Louis, 
5  Chicago  Leg.  News,  49  ;  see  Parrish 
V.  Stephens,  1  Oregon,  73. 

In  Jolly  v.  Terre  Haute  Drawbridge 
Co.,  6  McLean  (U.  S.),  337,  the  plaintiff's 
vessel  was  actually  injured  by  the  ob- 
struction, while  being  skillfully  navi- 
gated. In  Columbus  Ins.  Co. «.  Peoria 
Bridge  Association,  6  id.70,  Drtjmmond, 
J.,  laid  down  the  rule  that  no  recovery 
can  be  had  for  delay  and  risk  that  is 


inseparable  from  that  which  is  covered 
by  authority  to  erect  the  obstruction. 

In  Dobsonw.  Blackmore,9  Ad.  &  El. 
(?[.  S.)  991,  it  was  held  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  entitled  to  recover  for  injuries 
sustained  by  a  floating  wharf,  so 
located  upon  the  river  as  to  prevent 
access  to  the  plaintiff's  premises.  The 
special  injury  alleged,  was  the  extra 
expense  incurred  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
time  consumed  in  going  a  longer  route. 
The  court  held  this  such  particular 
damage  as  made  the  nuisance  private 
as  to  the  plaintiff.  In  Rose  v.  Miles, 
4  M.  &  S.  101,  the  defendant  moored 
his  barges  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cut 
off  access  to  plaintiff's  premises,  and 
he  was  compelled  to  carry  his  goods 
around  it.  Lord  Ellenborough  said, 
"  If  a  man's  time,  or  his  money  are 
worth  any  thing,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  plaintiff  has  sustained  particular 
damage.  In  Rose  v.  Groves,  5  M.  &  G. 
513,  the  plaintiff  was  held  entitled  to 
recover  for  loss  of  custom  as  an  inn- 
keeper by  reason  of  the  placing  oi 
timbers  in  the  stream  so  as  to  prevent 
access  to  his  inn. 

1  The  Passaic  Bridges,  3  Wall.  (U.  S.' 
783 ;  Morgan  v.  King,  18  Barb.  (N.  T/ 
277 ;  Del.  &  Hud.  Canal  Co.  v.  Law 
rence,  9  N.  Y.  S.  C.  163. 

*  Parrish  v.  Stevens,  1  Oregon,  73. 
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But  when  an  obstruction  is  unauthorized^  as  a  wharf  erected 
Detween  high  and  low-water  mark  on  a  tidal  stream,  or  upon  a 
fresh-water  navigable  stream,  when  the  owner  of  the  banks  is 
restricted  to  high-water  mark,  it  is  a  public  nuisance,  whether  it 
materially  obstructs  navigation  or  not,  the  question  is,  whether  it 
is  any  obstruction,  and  the  question  of  relative  benefit  will  not 
be  considered.     It  is  a  nuisance ^^r  se^  ' 

In  a  case  recently  decided  in  the  English  Court  of  Chancery 
Appeals,  Attorney-General  v.  Terry ^  9  L.  E..  Ch.  App.  423,  the 
court  again  disapproved  of  the  doctrine  of  the  case  of  Rex  v. 
Russell,  6  B.  &  C.  566,  an  J  held  that,  where  a  wharf  owner 
drove  piles  into  the  bed  of  a  river,  extending  his  wharf  so  as  to 
occupy  three  feet  out  of  a  breadth  of  about  60  feet  available  for 
navigation,  it  was  a  nuisance,  and  the  court  in  disposing  of  the 
question  refused  to  consider  the  benefit  of  the  extension  to  his 
trade,  and  held  it  a  nuisance,  even  though  no  actual  obstruction 
to  navigation  was  occasioned. 

A  similar  doctrine  was  recently  announced  in  the  case  of  Atlee 
v.  The  N.  W.  Packet  Co.,  in  the  United  States  Sup.  Ct.,  Alb. 
Law  Jour.,  Vol.  10,  p.  156. 


1  People  «.  Vanderbilt,  26  N.  T.  287  ; 
Rex  «.  Ward,  4  Ad.  &  El.  384 ;  Attorney- 
General  V.  Richards,  2  Ansth.  603 ; 
Bainbridge  v.  Sherlock,  29  lad,  364. 
In  City  of  Bristol  n.  Morgan,  cited  2 
Ansth.  608,  the  defendant  erected 
houses  on  tlie  banks  of  the  Ation  so  as 
to  straighten  the  river,  and  this  was 
held  to  be  a  purpresture,  and  the 
houses  were  abated  as  such  under  an 
order  of  the  court.  In  a  similar  case, 
The  Town  of  Newcastle  v.  Johnson,  a 
similar  doctrine  was  held,  2  Ansth.  608. 
Opinion  of  Martin,  C.  J.,  in  Rice  «. 
Ruddiman,  10  Mich.  125,  referred  to 
and  approved  bv  Gregory,  C.  J.,  in 
Bainbridge  «.  Sherlock,  29  Ind.  364 ; 
Gold  y.  Carter,  9  Humph.  (Tenn.)  369  ; 


The  People  «.  St.  Louis,  5  Gilman  (111.), 
351  ;  Selman  -y.  Wolfe,  27  Texas,  68  ; 
Garey  «.  Ellis,  1  Cush.  (Mass.)  306; 
Pennsylvania  y.  Wheeling  Bridge  Co., 
13  How.  (U.  S.)  519 ;  Columbus  Ins. 
Co.  «.  Peoria  Bridge  Association,  6 
McLean  (U.  S.),  209  ;  Gunter  «.  Gearey, 
1  Cal.  462  ;  Butler  ^.  King,  6  Md.  165  ; 
Laughlin  «.  Lamasco,  id.  223  ;  Altee 
■».  Packet  Co.,  U.  S.  S.  C.  March,  1873, 
Alb.  Law  Jour.  March  5th  ;  Geigor  v. 
Filor,  8  Fla.  325  ;  Naglee  'o.  Ingersoll, 
7  Barr.  (Penn.)  185;  Newark  Plank- 
road  Co.  v.  Elmer,  1  Stockt.  (N.  J.)  754  ; 
Cox  V.  The  State,  3  Blackf.  (Ind.)  19:^  ; 
Barnes  -o.  Racine,  4  Wis.  454  ;  Reynolds 
-y.  Clark,  1  Pittsburgh,  9. 
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CHAPTER  EIGHTEENTH. 


PRIVATE  ACTIONS  FOR  INJURIES  FROM  PUBLIC  NUISANCES. 


Sec  618.  Special  and  p  irticular  damage  necessary  to  uphold  private  action. 

619.  Damage  must  be  diflFereut  from  that  common  to  all. 

620.  Slight  damage  sufficient. 

621.  Injury  to  property,  direc  or  consequential,  sufficient. 

622.  Paine  v.  Partrich. 

623.  Hart «.  Bassett. 

624.  Morley  v.  Pragnall. 

625.  Chichester  v.  Lethbridge. 

626.  Instances  of  special  injury. 

627.  Loss  resulting  from  delay  by  obstruction,  sufficient. 

628.  Obstructing  a  common  watering  place. 

629.  Being  compelled  to  transport  goods  by  a  longer  route. 

630.  Cutting  oflF "access  to  premises  sufficient. 

631.  Preventing  passage  over  navigable  stream  resulting  in  special  loss. 

632.  Mere  obstruction  not  sufficient.     Instances  of  special  damage. 

633.  Loss  of  time  and  labor  in  removing  obstruction,  sufficient. 

634.  Loss  of  trade  by  reason  of  obstruction. 

635.  Cutting  off  approach  to  wharf  on  public  river.  • 

636.  Number  injured,  of  no  importance. 
687.  Houck  V.  Waucher. 

638.  Turning  one  out  of  his  route,  when  sufficient. 

639.  Powers  v.  Irish. 

640.  Cook  V.  Corporation  of  Bath. 

641.  Can  be  no  recovery  for  the  common  injury. 

642.  Common  injury  defined. 

643.  Same  continued. 

644.  Discomfort  resulting  from  noxious  trades,  when  special  injury. 

645.  Bawdy  house,  establishment  of,  when  actionable. 

646.  Sale  of  unwholesome  food. 

647.  A  nuisa~uce  may  be  both  public  and  private. 

648.  Attorney-General  v.  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 

649.  Sampson  v.  Smith. 

650.  Mills  V.  Hall. 

651.  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf. 

652.  Soltau  v.  De  Held. 

653.  Instances  of  special  damage. 

654.  The  gist  of  actions  for  injuries  from  public  nuisances,  is  the  special 

damage  which  must  be  alleged  and  proved. 

655.  Actions  sustained  to  support  private  rights. 

656.  Injury  to  a  vested  right,  sufficient. 
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Sec.  657.  Distinction  between  public  and  private  rights. 

658.  Injuries  to  private  rights,  always  actionable. 

659.  Same  continued. 

660.  Simple  obstruction  of  highway  without  special  injury,  actionable  in 

certain  cases. 

661.  Actions  upheld,  to  prevent  imposition  of  servitudes  upon  estates. 

662.  "When  private  actions  will  be  upheld  for  protection  of  private  rights 

663.  Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron  Co. 

664.  Best  method  of  illustrating  the  doctrine  of  the  coirrts. 

665.  Seeley  v.  Bishop. 

666.  O'Brien  v.  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co. 

667.  Why  relief  was  denied  in  this  case. 

668.  Higbee  v.  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R,  Co. 

669.  Stetson  v.  Faxon. 

670.  Any  obstruction  of  or  injury  to  a  private  right  is  actionable. 

671.  Personal  injury  sufficient. 

672.  Special  instances  for  injuries  from  obstruction  of  highway. 

673.  Same  continued. 

674.  Delay  in  journey,  when  actionable. 

675.  When  party  has  private  right  in  public  way. 

676.  Person'al  injury  always  actionable  when  person  injured  is  free  from 

fault. 

Sec.  618.  It  is  often  a  difficult  question  to  determine  when  a 
person  can  maintain  an  action  for  injuries  received  from  a  com- 
mon nuisance.  The  rule  is  well  established  that  no  person  can 
maintain  an  action  unless  he  sustains  a  special  damage  therefrom, 
different  from  that  sustained  by  the  rest  of  the  public.  Or,  to 
state  the  proposition  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  usually  stated  in 
the  cases,  "  no  person  can  maintain  an  action  for  damages  from 
a  common  nuisance,  where  the  injury  and  damage  are  common 
to  all* 

Sec.  619.  The  reason  for  this  rule,  as  given  in  the  early  cases, 
is,  that  the  exercise  of  such  a  right  would  lead  to  a  great  multi- 
plicity of  suits,  and  to  endless  and  interminable  litigation."  ' 

Therefore  the  courts  very  wisely  have  unswervingly  adhered 
to  the  rule,  that  an  individual,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  a  recov- 
ery for  injuries  sustained  from  a  public  nuisance,  must  make  out 
a  clear  case  of  special  damages  to  himself,  apart  from  the  rest  of 

'  Coke's  Inst.  560  ;  Williams'  Case,    289  ;  Lansing  v.  Smith,  8  Cow.  (N.  T. 
5  Coke,  72 ;  Paine  v.  Patrich,  3  Mod.     152. 

^  1  Coke's  Inst.  56,  note  a. 
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the  public,  and  of  a  diflerent  character,  so  that  they  cannot  fairly 
be  said  to  be  a  part  of  the  common  injury  resulting  therefrom/ 

It  is  not  enough  that  he  has  sustained  more  damage  than 
another ;  it  must  be  of  a  different  character,  special,  and  apart 
fi'om  that  which  the  public  in  general  sustain,'  and  not  such  as 
is  common  to  every  person  who  exercises  the  right  that  is 
injured.'  ^ 


Sec.  620.  Lord  Coke  lays  down  the  doctrine  in  vol.  1,  p.  56, 
note  (2,  of  his  Institutes  thus :  "  If  a  man  be  disturbed  to  go  over 
a  common  highway,  or  if  a  ditch  be  made  across  it  so  that  he 
cannot  go,  yet  he  shall  not  have  an  action  upon  his  case;  and 
this  the  law  provided  to  prevent  multiplicity  of  suits  j  for  if  any 
one  man  might  have  an  action,  all  men  might  have  the  like, 
unless  any  man  hath  a  particular  damage ;  as,  if  he  and  his  horse 
fall  into  the  ditch  whereby  he  received  hurt  and  loss,  then  for 
this  special  damage,  which  is  not  common  to  all,  he  shall  have 
an  action  upon  the  case."  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  learned 
author  confines  the  class  of  injuries,  for  which  a  recovery  may  be 
had  for  a  nuisance  to  a  highway,  to  those  which  are  of  a  direct 
and  personal  character,  resulting  either  from  a  direct  injury  to 
the  person  or  to  property.  This  was  the  rule  as  held  at  the  time 
when  he  wrote ;  but  it  was  soon  after  relaxed,  and  made  to  cover 
any  special  or  particular  damage,  apart  from  those  that  are  incident 
to,  and  suffered  by  all  the  public,  whether  such  damage  is  direct 
or  only  consequential.* 

No  person  can  maintain  an  action  for  a  mere  obstruction  of  a 

Mary's  Case,  9  id.  112;  Hart«.  Bassett, 
T.  Jones,  156;  Cliicliester  v.  Letlibridge 
Willes,  71 ;  Iveson  v.  Moore,  Ld.  Raym. 
486 ;  Baxter  v.  Winooski,  28  Vt.  142 ; 
Tolo  V.  Sacramento,  36  Cal.  193  ;  Bur 
rows  V.  Pisley,  1  Root  (Conn.),  362 ; 
Ottawa  Gas-light  Co.  v.  Thompson, 
37  ni.  598  ;  Bruning  ■».  N.  O.  Canal 
and  Banking  Co.,  12  La.  541  ;  Mayor 
V.  Marreoth,  9  Md.  160;  Stetson  v. 
Faxon.  19  Pick.  (Mass.)  147  ;  Lansing 
V.  Smith,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  9  ;  Hughes 
V.  Heisir,  1  Binn.  (Penn.)  463  ;  Hughes 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  R.  I.  493  ;  Cole  «.  Sprowl, 
35  Me.  161 ;  Smith  v.  McConathy,  11 
Mo.  517 ;  Seeley  v.  Bishop,  19  Conn. 
128;  Lowt).  Knowlton,26  Me.  138 


'  Iveson  V.  Moore,  Ld.  Raym.  486 ;  12 
Mod.  263 ;  Morley  v.  Pragnall,  Cro. 
Car.  510 ;  Fineux  v.  Hovenden,  Cro. 
Eliz.  664;  Hart  v.  Bassett,  T.  Jones, 
156  ;  Chichester  v.  Lethbridge,  Willes, 
71 ;  Herbert  v.  Groves,  1  Esp.  N.  P.  Cas. 
148 ;  Rose  v.  Miles,  4  M.  &  S.  101  ; 
Greasly  v.  Codling,  2  Bing.  263;  Hughes 
V.  Heiser,  1  Binn.  (Penn.)  463  ;  Pierce 
V.  Dart,  7  Cow.  607. 

''  Lansing  v.  Smith,  8  Cow.  (N.  Y.) 
153  ;  Pierce  v.  Dart,  7  id.  609. 

^  1  Coke's  Inst.  56,  note  a;  Williams' 
Case,  5  Coke,  72 ;  City  of  Georgetown 
V.  Alexandria  Canal  Co.,  12  Pet.  (U.  S.) 
91. 

*  Williams'  Case,  5  Coke,  73 ;  Robert 
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highway,  because  the  placing  of  the  obstruction  there  is  unlaw- 
ful, or  because  it  operates  to  put  him  to  some  inconvenience,  but 
the  rule  was  well  established  in  the  case  of  Hart  v.  Bassett,  that 
if  a  person  sustained  any,  even  slight,  special  damage  therefrom, 
as,  in  that  case,  being-  compelled  to  carry  his  tithes  a  more 
circuitous  route,  a  recovery  for  the  special  injury  might  be  had. 
In  Iveson  v.  Moore,  1  Ld.  Raym.  186,  the  court  held  that  such 
an  action  would  lie,  and  the  reason  for  the  opinion,  as  taken  from 
the  manuscript  of  Willes,  J.,  found  in  a  note  to  Chichester  v. 
Lethhridge,  Willes,  74,  is  thus  stated:  "But  the  court  (King's 
Bench)  being  divided,  the  matter  was  reserved  for  the  rest  of  the 
judges,  who  all  agreed  to  the  opinion  of  Tueton,  J.,  and  Gould, 
J.,  that  the  action  lay.  The  reason  that  the  judges  went  upon, 
was  principally  this,  that  it  sufficiently  appeared  that  the  plain- 
tiff must,  and  did  necessarily  suffer  a  special  damage,  more  than 
the  rest  of  the  king's  subjects,  by  the  obstruction  of  this  way,  by 
which  it  must  be  understood,  without  any  allegation  of  loss  of 
customers,  that  the  plaintiff  did  suffer  particularly  in  reference 
to  his  trade,  by  the  plaintiff's  wrong."  The  justice  of  this  rule 
is  apparent,  and  that  would  indeed  be  a  harsh  doctrine,  that  would 
prevent  a  recovery  for  actual  injuries  resulting  from  the  obstruc- 
tion of  a  highway,  simply  because  others  were  obstructed  also, 
and  thus  a  multitude  of  actions  might  be  brought. 

Sec.  621 .  The  rule,  as  existing  at  this  time,  may  be  stated  to 
be,  that  where  a  person  sustains  a  special  damage  peculiar  to 
himself,  either  to  his  person  or  property,  direct  or  consequential, 
from  a  public  nuisance,  whether  arising  from  the  obstruction  of  a 
highway  or  from  any  cause,  he  shall  have  his  remedy  therefor.* 
To  illustrate  this  rule,  and  give  the  reader  a  correct  understanding 
of  its  true  force  and  application,  it  will  be  profitable  to  take  up 
and  mark  the  modifications  which  the  law,  in  this  respect,  has 
undergone  since  Lord  Coke's  time.  Williams'  Case,  5  Coke, 
72,  was  an  action  brought  by  the  plaintiff"  against  the  Vicar  of 

'  Ross  V.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  "^  Robert  Mary's  Case,  9  Coke,  113  ; 
294 ;  Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  Hobson  r.  Todd,  4  T.  R.  73  ;  Butterfield 
13  Allen  (Mass.),  95;  Haskell  ■».  New  v.  Forester,  11  East,  60;  Flower  'o. 
Bedford,  108  Mass.  216  ;  Soltau  «.  De  Adams,  3  Taunt.  314;  Pindar  v.  Wads- 
Held,  9  Eug.  Law  and  Eq.  20  ;  Ottawa  worth,  2  East.  155  ;  Com.  Dig.,  Actjon 
Gas-light  Co.  v.  Thompson,  39  111.  598.  on  the  case,  B.  8. 
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Alderburj  for  not  celebrating  divine  service  in  a  certain  chapel 
in  the  plaintiff's  manor.  The  defendant  was  found  guilty  upon 
the  trial  at  Assizes,  and  a  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment  was  tiled, 
and  upon  hearing,  it  was  held  by  the  whole  court  that  the  judg- 
ment could  not  be  sustained  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  because 
the  chapel  was  not  private  to  himself  and  his  family,  but 
public  and  common  to  all  the  tenants  of  the  same  manor,  which 
may  be  many,  and  if  the  lord  could  maintain  an  action,  so 
could  each  of  his  tenants,  and  so  there  would  be  many  actions  for 
one  default.  But  if  the  chapel  had  been  private  to  the  lord  and 
his  family,  then  he  might  have  maintained  his  action.  "But," 
says  the  court,  "  if  any  particular  person  afterward,  by  the  same 
nuisance  done,  has  more  particular  damage  than  any  other,  then, 
for  that  particular  injury,  he  shall  have  his  particular  action,  and 
for  common  nuisances  that  are  equal  to  all  the  king's  liege  people, 
the  common  law  has  appointed  other  courts  for  the  correction  and 
reforming  of  them,  to  wit,  torns,  leets,"  etc. 

Thus  in  this  case  the  doctrine  was  recognized,  although  not 
defined,  that  a  person  sustaining  special  and  particular  damage 
from  a  common  nuisance  might  have  an  action  therefor. 

Sec.  622.  In  Paine  v.  Partrich  et  al.^  3  Mod.  289,  the  plain- 
tiff brought  an  action  against  the  defendant  for  being  hindered 
from  going  over  a  ferry  which  the  defendants  were  bound  to 
keep.  The  only  injury  or  damage  which  the  plaintiff  set  up  in 
his  declaration  was  the  loss  of  his  passage.  The  defendant 
answered  that  he  had  built  a  bridge  in  place  of  the  ferry.  But 
the  court  held  on  demurrer  that  the  owner  could  not  let  down 
the  ferry  and  put  up  a  bridge  without  a  license,  and  that  the 
custom  was  good,  in  the  nature  of  an  easement,  but  that  the  cus- 
tom consisted  not  in  the  right  to  pass,  for  that  was  common  to 
all  the  king's  subjects,  but  in  the  right  to  pass  toll  free.  That 
therefore  the  plaintiff  could  not  maintain  an  action  for  not  passing, 
for  so  any  other  subject  might  bring  an  action  which  would  be 
endless  and  infinite.  '•'•Aliter^  if  toll  had  been  exacted  and  paid, 
and  had  thus  been  a  special  damage,  but  without  a  special  damage 
he  can  only  indict  or  bring  information." 

Sec.  623.  In  Hart  v.  Bassett,  T.  Jones,  156,  which  was  an 
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action  on  the  case  for  obstructing  a  highway,  the  plaintiff  alleged 
in  his  declaration,  by  way  of  damage,  that  he  farmed  the  tithes  of 
a  certain  parish,  and  was  possessed  of  a  certain  barn  in  which  he 
intended  to  place  them,  and  that  by  reason  of  the  defendant  hav- 
ing obstructed  the  highway,  which  was  a  direct  way  to  his  barn, 
with  a  ditch  and  gate,  he  was  forced  to  carry  them  around  by 
another  and  more  difficult  way. 

The  com't  held  that  the  declaration  disclosed  a  sufficient  cause 
01  action,  because  the  additional  labor  of  the  plaintiff's  servants 
and  cattle  was  a  particular  damage. 

Sec.  624.  In  JMorley  v,  Pragnall^  Cro.  Car.  510,  which  was  an 
action  against  the  defendant  for  erecting  and  working  a  tallow 
funiace  near  the  plaintiff^s  inn,  to  the  annoyance  of  his  guests, 
and  in  consequence  of  which  they  left  his  inn,  and  the  plaintiff's 
family  were  rendered  unhealthful,  a  verdict  was  rendered  for  the 
plaintiff,  and  upon  a  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment  no  question  was 
made  but  that  this  was  a  sufficient  special  damage;  but  the 
defendant's  counsel  predicated  his  objection  to  the  verdict  upon 
the  ground  that  the  trade  was  needful,  and  might  therefore  be 
conducted  anywhere.  The  verdict,  however,  was  sustained,  the 
court  holding  that  the  special  damage  was  sufficiently  proved. 

Sec.  625.  In  Chichester  v.  Lethhridge,  "Willes,  71,  the  plaintiff 
brought  an  action  against  the  defendant  for  obstructing  a  highway, 
and  alleged  as  a  special  ground  of  action  that  he  had  attempted 
several  times  to  pass  over  the  road  with  his  coach,  but  was  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  by  reason  of  the  obstruction,  and  that  he 
had  several  times  attempted  to  remove  the  obstructions  so  that 
be  might  pass,  and  had  been  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the 
defendant.  The  court  sustained  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  upon 
the  ground  that  his  case  was  distinguished  from  that  of  the  public 
in  general,  because  he  had  attempted  to  remove  the  obstruction 
and  been  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  defendant. 

Sec.  626.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the  courts  adhered 
unswervingly  to  the  rule  that  there  must  be  special  damage  pecu- 
liar to  the  plaintiff,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  maintain  an  action 
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for  damages  resulting  from  a  special  injury,  yet,  -^here  special 
damage  was  shown  they  upheld  the  action,  and  from  cases 
already  noticed  we  deduce  this  general  doctrine  whicn  is  still 
adhered  to  by  the  courts,  that  while  a  person  may  not  have  an 
action  for  merely  being  put  to  inconvenience,  and  being  delayed 
in  his  journey  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  public,  yet,  if  by 
reason  of  the  obstruction  he  is  compelled  to  go  a  circuitous  route 
with  his  goods,  whereby  he  sustains  damage  by  reason  of  the 
additional  expense  incurred  by  the  labor  of  his  servants  and 
cattle,  this  is  a  particular  damage  that  will  uphold  an  action  for 
the  injury.  But  if  he  is  merely  delayed  in  his  journey  or  com-  a 
pelled  to  take  a  circuitous  route,  and  sustains  no  special  injury,  | 
except  such  as  is  incident  to  every  person  who  attempts  to  pass 
over  the  road,  no  action  can  be  maintained.'  In  the  case  of  the 
tithes  there  were  two  grounds  upon  which  the  action  could  have 
been  sustained.  .  First,  the  special  damage  by  reason  of  the  addi- 
tional labor  of  his  servants  and  cattle ;  and,  secondly,  because 
if  he  had  not  gone  by  the  cu'cuitous  route  and  incurred  the 
additional  labor  and  expense,  he  would  have  been  subjected  to  an 
action  for  not  removing  the  tithes,  and  this  would  have  been 
such  particular  damage  as  would  have  given  him  a  right  of  action. 
Lord  Holt,  in  commenting  upon  this  case,  in  the  case  of  Iveson 
V.  Moore^  Ld.  Raym.  486,  while  he  questioned  the  case  upon 
the  particular  ground  upon  which  it  was  placed  by  the  court, 
admitted  that  the  judgment  was  in  fact  correct,  because  of  the 
liability  to  damages  by  delay  in  the  removal  of  the  tithes. 

Sec.  627.  There  can  be  no  question  but  that  if  a  person  by  rea-  J 
son  of  an  obstruction  in  a  highway  is  prevented  from  performing 

a  contract,  or  incurs  any  other  legal  liability  on  account  of  the  1 

delay  to  which  he  is  subjected,  that  this  is  such  a  special  injury  | 

as  will  give  him  a  good  cause  of  action.     Indeed,  this  is  the  doc-  j 

trine  as  suggested  by  Lord  Holt  in  his  comments  upon  the  case  | 

above  referred  to.*     But  mere  inconvenience  and  delay,  such  as  1 

is  incident  to  all  the  public  attempting  to  pass,  is  not  of  itself  suffi-  ) 

1  Woolrvcli  on  "Ways,  27  H.  8,  27,  p.  and  compelled  to  go  by  a  circuitoufl  i  i 

43.     See  Farrelly  t.  Cincinnatti,  2  Dis-  route,  is  ably  discussed.  ' 

ney  (Ohio),  516,  where  the  doctrine  of  ^  Iveson  %.  Moore,  Ld.  Raym.  486 ;  ' 

recovery  for   special   damage   arising  Smith  u.  Lansing,  8  Cow.  (N.  T.)  161.  i 
from  being  obstructed  in  a  highway 
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cient,'  but  if,  in  addition  to  that,  any  special  and  particular  damage 
is  incurred  an  action  lies."  As  if  by  reason  thereof  he  is  subjected 
to  damages  by  the  non-performance  of  a  contract,  or  in  a  failure 
to  discharge  a  legal  duty,  or  sustains  actual  loss  by  reason  of  being 
unable  to  reach  his  destination,  by  which  he  is  prevented  from 
consummating  an  advantageous  contract.'  So  too,  if,  as  in  the  case 
of  Chichester  v.  Letfibridge,  su-pra,  he  attempts  to  remove  the 
obstruction  and  is  prevented,  or  if  he  actually  removes  the 
obstruction,  the  labor  expended  therein,  however  trifling  in 
amount,  is  within  the  rule  of  special  injury,  and  will  support  an 
action.*  , 


Sec.  628.  In  Wesibury  v.  Powell,  a  case  cited  by  the  court  in 
Fineux  V.  Hovenden,  Cro.  Eliz.  664,  which  was  an  action  against 
the  defendant  for  obstructing  a  common  watering  place  belong- 
ing to  the  inhabitants  of  Southwark,  of  which  the  plaintiff  was 
a  resident,  the  action  was  sustained,  but  the  court  put  their  decis- 
ion upon  the  ground  that  it  was  a  private  nuisance  and  that  no 
other  remedy  could  be  had.  In  the  case  oiFinenx  v.  Hovenden^ 
supra,  in  which  this  case  was  referred  to,  it  was  held  that  the 
mere  fact  that  the  plaintiff  had  been  prevented  from  passing 
over  a  highway,  by  reason  of  obstructions  placed  therein  by  the 
defendant,  was  not  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  a  recoveiw,  and 
that  no  such  special  damage  was  shown  as  would  uphold  an  action 
for  a  common  nuisance,  and  that  this  case  was  distinguished  from 
the  case  of  Westhury  v.  Powell,  because  this  was  a  common  nui- 
sance and  punishable  by  indictment,  while  in  that  case  the  nui- 
sance was  private  and  could  only  be  redi'essed  civilly. 

Sec.  629.  In  Iveson  v.  Moore,  Ld.  Raym.  486,  the  plaintiff 
brought  an  action  against  the  defendant  for  obstructing  a  high- 


'  In  Brown  v.  Watrous,  47  Mich. 
161,  it  was  held  that,  where  a  person 
pursuing  a  journey  was,  by  reason  of 
an  obstruction,  compelled  to  take  a 
more  circuitous  route  whereby  he  was 
delayed,  this  was  such  special  damage 
as  would  enable  him  to  maintain  a  suit 
against  the  person  who  placed  the  ob- 
struction there.  But  this  is  evidently 
intended  to  be  restricted  to  cases  where 
the  road  leads  to  the  person's  premises, 


or  where  he  is  subjected  to  special  loss 
in  time  or  otherwise. 

2  Baxter  v.  Winooski  Turnpike  Co., 
23  Vt.  414;  Smith  v.  Lockwood,  13 
Barb.  (X.  Y.  S.  C.)  209 :  Pittsburgh  v. 
Scott,  1  Penn.  St.  309 ;  Fineux  ®. 
Hovenden,  Cro.  Eliz.  664. 

3  Lansing  v.  Smith,  8  Cow.  (N.  Y.) 
161. 

4  Pierce  r.  Dan,  7  Cow.  609  ;  Lans- 
ing V.  Wiswall,  1  Denio  (N. Y.),  213. 
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way  leading  to  the  plaintiff's  coal  mines,  whereby  he  was  pre- 
vented for  the  period  of  two  months  from  passing  with  his  teams 
and  carts  for  carrying  his  coals,  and  whereby  customers  were  pre- 
vented from  coming  to  buy  his  coals  by  reason  of  which  he  lost 
the  profits  of  his  colliery,  etc.  A  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiff 
and  upon  a  hearing  of  the  case  in  King's  Bench,  upon  a  motion  in 
arrest  of  judgment,  the  court  were  evenly  divided  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  plaintiff 's  right  to  recover  upon  the  facts  alleged  in  the 
declaration.  Chief  Justice  Holt  and  Justice  Rapely  holding  that 
the  special  damage  was  not  sufficient,  and  Tukton  and  Gould, 
JJ.,  holding  the  special  injmy  sufficient.  Upon  a  subsequent 
hearing  before  the  judges  of  the  court  of  Exchequer  and  Common 
Pleas,  the  verdict  was  unanimously  sustained.  The  judges  in 
King's  Bench  were  also  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  if  it  had 
appeared  from  the  declaration  that  the  plaintiff  had  lost  the 
opportunity  of  selling  his  coals  by  reason  of  the  obstruction, 
because  pfirchaser^  were  thereby  prevented  from  going  there,  and 
that  it  fell  in  price,  that  was  a  sufficient  special  damage  which 
was  peculiar  to  the  plaintiff,  but  they  differed  upon  the  question 
whether,  in  judgment  of  law,  these  facts  were  sufficiently  stated 
in  the  declaration.  But,  as  has  been  previously  stated,  the  court 
of  Exchequer  settled  the  law  of  this  case  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  at  the  present  day,  and  in  the  light  of  the  doctrine  upon 
these  questions  now  held  by  the  courts,  there  can  be  no  question 
but  that  it  was  decided  correctly.  If  an  action  for  damages 
could  not  be  maintained  for  such  an  injury  under  "  the 
facts  disclosed  in  the  declaration,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
how  an  action  could  be  maintained  for  any  injury  from  an 
obstruction  of  highways,  except  such  as  results  directly  to  the 
person  or  team  of  a  party.  Here  was  a  highway  leading  to  the 
plaintiffs'  coal  mines,  which  were  being  worked  by  him,  which 
was  obstructed  to  such  an  extent  as  not  only  to  prevent  the 
plaintiffs  from  hauling  their  coals,  but  also  so  as  to  prevent  per- 
sons from  going  there  at  all  with  teams,  and  which  prevented  a 
sale  of  their  coals  during  that  period  and  a  consequent  loss  of 
profits.  If  this  was  not  an  injury  of  a  special  character  to  the 
plaintiffs,  a  case  can  hardly  be  conceived  of  where  special  conse- 
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quential  damage  could  arise  from  such  injuries.'  Following  this 
case,  in  1794,  the  question  again  arose  before  Lord  Kenyon,  in 
Hubert  v.  Groves,  1  Esp.  jST.  P.  Cas.  148,  and  the  doctrine  of 
Iveson  V.  Moore  was  ignored  or  seriously  questioned.  In  this 
case,  the  plaintiff,  who  was  a  coal  and  timber  merchant,  brought 
an  action  against  the  defendant  for  damages  sustained  by  him  by 
reason  of  obstructions  in  a  highway  ])laced  there  by  the  defend- 
ant. The  declaration  stated  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  coal 
and  timber  merchant^  and  had  a  right,  and  had  been  accustomed, 
to  use  the  highway  in  question  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  all 
his  goods  and  things  pertaining  to  his  business. 

That  the  defendant  had  placed  upon  the  highway  large  quan- 
tities of  rubbish  and  earth,  by  which  it  was  totally  obstructed  and 
by  reason  of  which  he  had  lost  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  way, 
and  been  prevented  from  enjoying  his  premises  and  carrying  on 
his  trade  in  so  advantageous  a  manner  as  he  had  a  right  to  do, 
and  by  which  he  was  obhged  to  carry  his  coals,  timber,  etc. ,  by 
a  more  circuitous  and  inconvenient  route.  In  all  respects,  the 
evidence  sustained  the  allegations  in  the  declaration.  But  Lord 
KEisnroN  nonsuited  the  plaintiff,  and  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
sustained  his  judgment,  and  refused  to  set  aside  the  nonsuit,  upon 
the  ground  that  it  did  not  appear  that  the  plaintiff  had  sustained 
such  special  damage  as  entitled  him  to  an  action. 

This  case  was  decided  in  direct  opposition  to  the  doctrine 
established  in  Hart  v.  Bassett  and  Iveson  v.  Moore,  cited  supra, 
both  of  which  cases  were  referred  to  and  relied  upon  in  the  argu- 
ment of  the  motion  to  set  aside  the  nonsuit,  by  EKSxmE,  counsel 
for  the  plaintiff. 

Sec.  630.  A  similar  question  came  before  the  English  courts  a 
few  years  later,  in  Rose  v.  Miles^  4  M.  &  S.  101,  which  was  an 
action  for  damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  by  reason  of  the 
obstruction  of  a  navigable  creek.     It  was  alleged,  in  the  declara- 

'  Wesson  «.  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13 
Allen  (Mass.),  95 ;  Rose  v.  Groves,  1 
Law  Rep.  Q.  B.  781  ;  Frink  v.  Law- 
rence, 20  Conn.  117 ;  Yolo  Co.  -y.  Sacra- 
mento, 36  Cal.  193 ;  Barnes  v.  City  of 
Racine,  4  Wis.  454  ;  Bigelow  «.  Hart- 
ford Bridge,  14  Conn.  565 ;  Seeley  v. 
Bishop,  19    id.    135 ;    Georgetown  v. 


Alexandria  Canal  Co.,  12  Peters  (U. 
S."*,  98  ;  Crowder  t.  Tinkler,  19  Vesey, 
616 ;  Lansing  'o.  Smith,  4  Wend.  10  ; 
Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  Y.  152  ; 
Knox  «.  Mayor,  etc.,  55  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S. 
C.)  404 ;  Milhau  t).  Sharpe,  27  N.  Y. 
611. 
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tion,  and  so  appeared  from  the  evidence  upon  the  trial,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  several  boats  and  barges,  and  that  they 
were  navigating  the  creek  loaded  with  merchandise,  when  the 
defendant  obstructed  the  passage  of  the  creek  by  mooring  his 
barge  directly  across  the  channel,  thus  preventing  the  passage  of 
the  plaintiff's  boats.  The  plaintiff",  by  reason  of  this  obstruc- 
tion, was  compelled  to  unload  his  boats  and  transport  the  mer- 
chandise, ^vith  which  they  were  loaded,  a  great  distance  by  land. 
A  verdict  was  rendered  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  the  question  came  before  the  judges  at  King's  Bench, 
on  a  motion  in  arrest,  where  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court  was 
unanimously  sustained.  Lord  Ellenborough,  in  commenting 
upon  the  question  as  to  whether  the  plaintiff  had  shown  sufficient 
special  injury  to  entitle  him  to  recover,  said :  "  If  a  man's  time  or 
his  money  are  worth  any  thing,  the  plaintiff  has  shown  a  suffi- 
cient special  damage."  This  case,  in  principle,  stood  upon  the 
same  ^rounds  as  that  of  Eart  v.  Bassett,  and  was  a  re-affirmance 
of  the  doctrine  of  that  case,  and  was  a  virtual  rejection  of  the 
rule  advanced  in  Hubert  v.  Groves.  In  Oreasley  v.  Codling,  2 
Bing.  263,  the  doctrine  of  Rose  v.  Miles  was  re-affirmed.  In 
that  case  the  plaintiff  was  a  coal  higgler,  and  was  traveling  upon 
the  highway  in  question  with  three  asses  laden  with  coals,  when 
the  defendant  obstructed  his  passage  by  shutting  a  gate  across 
the  same,  and  keeping  it  shut,  so  that  he  was  compelled  to  return 
and  go  to  his  place  of  destination  by  a  roundabout  and  circuitous 
way,  by  reason  of  which  he  lost  much  time  and  was  not  able  to 
perform  as  many  journeys  a  day  as  he  could  have  performed  over 
the  highway  in  question.  The  court  held  that  this  was  a  suffi- 
cient special  damage  to  support  the  plaintiff's  action,  and  a  ver- 
dict passed  in  his  favor,  which  was  not  disturbed. 

Sec.  631.  Cotemporaneously  with  these  two  last-named  cases 
comes  the  case  of  Hiighes  v.  Reiser,  1  Binn.  (Penn.)  463,  which 
was  an  action  to  recover  for  the  obstruction  of  the  Big  SGhuylkiU, 
a  navigable  river,  by  the  erection  of  a  dam,  so  that  the  plaintiff's 
rafts  could  not  pass  down  the  river.  The  declaration  alleged,  and 
the  evidence  disclosed  ±he  facts  so  to  be,  that  the  plaintiff  had 
provided  for  himself  50,000  feet  of  pine  timber,  and  made  it 
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into  three  rafts,  with  the  intent  to  raft  them  down  the  river  below 
the  dam ;  that  he  did  navigate  as  far  as  the  dam,  and  that  thej 
were  entirely  prevented  by  the  dam  from  passing  down  the  river; 
that  the  dam  was  not  constructed  with  a  proper  slope,  as  provided 
by  the  act  authorizing  its  erection,  whereby  he  was  prevented 
from  taking  his  timber  to  market,  and  thereby  lost  the  sale  and 
profits  of  tlie  same."  The  court  held  that  the  damage  was  well 
laid,  and  was  sufliciently  special  to  warrant  a  recovery. 

Sec.  632.  It  will  be  noticed  that  a  distinction  is  made  in  all 
these  cases  between  actual  present  damages  and  those  that  rest  in 
contemplation.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  Hart  v.  Bassett,  the  plain- 
tiff was  actually  traveling  over  the  road,  and  was  actually 
obstructed  in  his  passage.  So  in  Rose  v.  Miles,  the  plaintiff  was 
actually  navigating  the  river,  and  met  the  obstruction.  In 
Greasley  v.  Codling,  the  plaintiff  went  with  his  laden  asses  along 
the  highway,  and  the  gate  was  shut  across  his  path,  obstructing 
and  preventing  his  passage.  So  in  Hughes  v.  Heiser,  the  plaintiff 
built  his  rafts  and  floated  them  down  the  river,  where  they 
actually  met  the  obstruction,  and  were  prevented  from  passage. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  there  could  have  been  a  recovery  in  any 
of  those  cases  ;  indeed,  it  may  safely  be  said  that  there  could  have 
been  no  recovery  in  any  of  them,  if  the  damages  had  rested  merely 
in  contemplation  ;  that  is,  if,  instead  of  having  actually  attempted 
a  passage,  the  parties  had  severally  desisted  from  so  doing,  on 
account  of  the  obstructions.  In  the  latter  case,  the  damages  could 
not  be  said  to  have  been  special,  unless  they  had  shown,  in  the 
cases  of  Hart  v.  Bassett,  that,  by  reason  of  the  obstruction,  he 
had  been  prevented  from  removing  the  tithes,  and  had  been 
actually  mulcted  in  damages  in  consequence ;  or,  in  the  case  of 
Rose  V.  Miles,  that  he  had  actually  lost  the  sale  of  his  goods,  or, 
having  sold  them,  had  been  prevented  from  taking  them  to  the 
place  of  delivery  in  consequence  of  the  obstruction  ;  and,  in  the 
case  of  Hughes  v.  Heiser,  if,  instead  of  cutting  his  timber 
and  sending  it  down  the  stream  in  rafts,  he  had  left  it  uncut 
in  the  forest,  because  he  could  not  get  it  to  market  by  reason 
of  the  obstruction,  there  could  have  been  no  recovery,  because 
there  was  no  present  actual  damage,  but  only  such  as  rested 
84 
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in  contemplation,  and  such  as  was  common  to  all  similarly 
situated.  Indeed,  in  the  case  of  Ilosb  y.  Miles,  Lord  Ellen- 
BOKOUGH  said  :  "  The  plaintiff  had  actually  commenced  his  course 
down  the  river,  and  was  actually  using  it  when  he  was  obstructed, 
and  his  damages  did  not  rest  in  contemplation."  A  man  cannot 
stand  by  idly  and  claim  damages  for  an  obstruction  in  a  highway 
or  navigable  river,  simply  because  it  is  obstructed,  when  he  has 
made  no  attempt  to  use  the  road  or  river,  and  has  not  been 
actually  obstructed,'  unless  he  can  show  that  the  obstruction  was 
such  as  not  only  to  obstruct  passage,  but  was  of  such  a  character  as 
to  render  any  attempt  to  pass  it  useless,  and  that,  by  reason  thereof, 
he  has  actually  lost  the  sale  of  his  goods,  or  been  prevented  from 
performing  a  contract,  or  some  legal  duty,  whereby  he  has  sus- 
tained actual  loss  and  damage  beyond  the  common  damage 
incident  to  all." 


Sec.  633.  In  Pierce  v.  Bart,  7  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  609,  which  was 
an  action  for  a  nuisance  in  building  a  fence  across  a  highway, 
it  appeared  that  the  plaintiiF  lived  upon  the  highway  in  question, 
and  that  the  obstruction  was  erected  near  his  house,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  claimed  that  he  had  sustained  a  special  dam- 
age. In  addition  to  this,  it  also  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  had 
several  times,  when  passing  over  the  road  with  his  team,  removed 
the  fence  which  the  defendant  would  as  often  replace.  The  wit- 
nesses fixed  the  damages  at  twenty-five  cents  as  the  actual  value 
of  the  labor  required  to  remove  the  obstruction.  It  was  insisted, 
by  the  defendant,  that  there  could  be  no  recovery,  because  the 
obstruction  was  a  common  nuisance,  and  an  action  for  private 
damages  would  not  lie,  but  the  court  said:  "In  considering 
the  special  damage  we  must  lay  out  of  view  the  fact  now  set 
up,  that  the  road  was  more  contiguous,  and  therefore  more 
beneficial  to  the  plaintiff'  than  to  others.  He  might  have  been 
more  injured  on  this  account  than  others,  but  it  is  not  such  an 
injury  as  the  law  will  notice. 


'  In  Baxter  v.  Winooski  Turnpike 
Co.,  23  Vt.  114,  the  court  held,  that  no 
damages  can  be  recovered  for  an  ob- 
struction of  a  highway  simply  because 
the  road  is  insufficient,  unless  the 
person  claiming  damages  actually  at- 
tempted to  pass  and  could  not. 


2  Baxter  v.  Winooski  Turnpike  Co. 
22  Vt.  114 ;  Hutchinson  v.  Railroad  Co. 
28  id.  142  ;  Iveson  v.  Moore,  Ld.  Raym. 
486;   Rose  v.   Miles,  4  M.  &  S.  101 
Greasley  «.  Codling,  2  Bing.  263 
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"  The  right  of  action  for  an  obstruction  in  a  highway  can  never 
be  determined  by  the  distance  at  which  the  party  resides  from  it. 
All  the  cases  agree  that  there  must  be  some  specific  damage  to 
the  party  before  he  can  sue."  But  the  court  upheld  the  verdict 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  been  actually  obstructed  in  his  pas- 
sage over  the  road,  and  had  expended  time  and  labor  in  the 
removal  of  the  obstruction.  The  court  say  :  "  In  the  case  at 
bar,  the  plaintiff  was  certainly  put  to  some  expense.  There  was 
a  delay,  and  labor  in  abating  the  nuisance,  so  that  he  might  pro- 
ceed on  the  road.  True  the  injury  was  trivial,  and  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  see  that  the  damages  are  excessive.  But  we  cannot  inter- 
fere on  that  ground,  when  the  action  is  tor  a  tort. "  The  court 
expressly  adopts  the  doctrine  as  laid  down  in  Rose  v.  Miles,  and 
Hughes  v.  Heiser,  and  holds  that  delay  in  a  journey  is  one  of  the 
proper  elements  to  be  considered  in  actions  of  this  character,  and 
that  when  delay  is  coupled  with  labor  or  other  damage,  however 
small,  that  is  not  necessarily  common  to  all  exercising  the  same 
right,  an  action  may  be  sustained.* 

Sec.  634.  In  the  case  of  Rose  v.  Groves,  12  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  251, 
it  was  held  that  where  the  defendant  placed  beams  and  spars  in 
a  navigable  river  whereby  the  access  to  the  plaintiff's  inn  was 
obstructed,  and  many  persons  that  would  otherwise  have  come 
there  and  taken  refreshments,  were  hindered  from  coming,  that, 
even  though  this  was  a  public  nuisance,  the  plaintiff  would  Ije 
entitled  to  recover  for  the  special  injury  he  sustained  therefrom, 
and  that  a  general  allegation  that  persons  were  hindered  and  pre- 
vented from  coming  to  his  inn,  without  specifying  particular 
instances,  was  good,  and  set  forth  sufficient  special  damage  to  sus- 
tain his  action  and  entitle  him  to  a  recovery. 

'  In  Winterbottom  v.  Lord    Derby.  In  Blane  v.  Klumpke,  29  Cal.   156,  i* 

L.  R.,  3  Exch.  316,  it  was  held  where  was  held  that  a  person  whose  property 

the  plaintiff  proved  no  special  damage  is  injured  by  an  obstruction  in  a  high- 

froru  the  obstruction  of  a  highway  be-  way,  may  have  his  action  to  abate  the 

yond  being  delayed  several  times  in  same,  but  not  if  his  injury  is  such  as 

passing  along   the   road,    and    being  is  common  to  others.     But  it  was  held 

obliged  in  common  with  every  one  else  that  proof  that  the  plaintiff  is  deprived 

attempting  to  use  it,  either  to  go  by  a  of  free  access  to  his  premises  by  rea- 

circuitous  route  or  remove  the  obstruc-  son  of  the  obstruction,  is  sufficient  to 

tiou,  that  this  was  not  such  special  maintain  the  action, 
damage  as  would  sustain  an  action. 
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Sec.  635.  In  the  case  of  Frink  et  al.  v.  Lawrence,  20  Conn. 
117,  which  was  a  proceeding  in  equity  to  restrain  the  defendant 
from  obstructing  the  approach  of  vessels  to  the  plaintiff's  wharf 
in  New  London  harbor,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiffs  were  the 
owners  of  a  lot  of  land  bordering  on  the  waters  of  the  harbor,  and 
had  a  wharf  thereon  extending  from  their  land  a  considerable 
distance  into  the  harbor.     At  the  outer,  or  easterly  end  of  the 

wharf,  are  projections  on  each  side  giving  it  the  form  of  a 1 . 

This  wharf  had  been  built  for  more  than  sixty  years,  and  during 
all  that  time  had  been  owned  and  possessed  by  the  plaintiffs  and 
their  grantors.  The  defendant  owned  land  adjoining  with  a 
wharf  connecting  therewith,  extending  also  a  considerable  dis- 
tance into  the  harbor.  There  was  a  large  and  very  convenient 
basin  between  those  two  wharves,  into  which  all  having  occasion 
to  pass  with  boats  or  vessels  entered.  The  defendant  was  about 
to  drive  a  row  of  piles  from  the  south-east  corner  of  his  land  to  the 
north-east  end  of  the  plaintiff's  wharf,  and  connect  them  with  ties 
or  caps  in  such  a  manner  as  to  entirely  obstruct  the  passage  of 
all  boats  or  vessels  from  the  waters  of  the  harbor  to  the  north  side 
of  the  plaintiff's  wharf,  and  would  thus  seriously  impair  the  value 
of  the  plaintiff's  property.  Upon  the  final  hearing  it  was  urged 
by  the  defendants  that  the  bill  could  not  be  maintained,  because 
the  act  complained  of  would  be  a  public  nuisance,  and  could  only 
be  redressed  by  indictment.  But  the  court  granted  the  injunc- 
tion, and  Waite,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said : 
"  We  have  had  occasion  in  several  recent  cases  to  decide  whether 
a  private  individual  can  maintain  a  bill  in  equity  for  an  injunc- 
tion against  a  public  in  navigable  waters.'  And  we  held  that 
such  relief  will  not  be  granted  unless  it  appears  that  the  party 
complaining  will  sustain  a  special  and  particular  damage  —  an 
injury  distinct  from  that  done  to  the  public  at  large.  But.  on  the 
other  hand  it  was  agreed  that  if  such  an  injury  would  accrue,  the 
relief  would  be  granted.  Indeed,  such  seems  to  be  the  settled 
rule  in  equity." ' 


'  Bigelow  V.  Hartford  Bridge  Co.,  14 
Conn.  565 ;  O'Brien  v.  Norwich  &  Wor- 
cester R.  R.  Co.,  17  id.  372  ;  Seeley  v. 
Bishop,  19  id.  135 ;  see  also  Clark  «. 
Saybrook,  21  id.  319 ;  Gilbert  v.  Mickle, 
4  Sandf.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  357 ;  Lexington  & 


Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Applegate,  8  Dana 
(Ky.),299. 

*  City  of  Georgetown  v.  Alexandria 
Canal  Co.,  12  Peters  (U.  S.),  198  ;  Corn- 
ing v.  Lowerre,  6  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.) 
439;  Crowder  v.  Tinkler,  19  Ves.  616; 
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Sec.  636.  In  Lansing  v.  Smiih,  8  Cow.  151,  which  was  an 
action  to  recover  damages  for  placing  certain  obstructions  in  the 
Hudson  river,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  whereby  the  approach  to 
the  plaintiff's  wharves  by  vessels  was  so  seriously  interfered  with 
as  to  materially  injure,  if  not  quite  destroy,  the  value  thereof 
as  a  wharf,  the  court  held  that  this  was  not  such  special  damage 
as  would  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover,  and  to  add  to  the  sur- 
prise that  such  a  decision  would  naturally  inspire,  the  court 
says :  "  Suppose  that  the  basin  should  render  the  streets  so  con- 
tiguous to  it,  in  its  whole  extent  unhealthy,  so  that  the  houses 
could  not  be  rented  at  all,  or  only  at  very  reduced  rates,  could 
every  landlord  maintain  an  action  for  the  depreciation  of  his  prop- 
erty and  the  consequent  diminution  of  his  rent?  That  will  hardly 
be  contended,  and  yet  in  principle  the  cases  are  the  same."  In  the 
Court  of  Errors  (4  Wend.  10),  the  judgment  was  affirmed,  but  upon 
other  grounds,  and  the  court  took  occasion  to  repudiate  that  por- 
tion of  the  doctrine  of  the  case,  that  related  to  the  rights  of  indi- 
viduals to  maintain  private  actions  for  injuries  arising  from  public 
nuisances. 

Walworth,  Ch.,  said:  "If  the  defendants  had  erected  these 
temporary  bridges  and  were  not  authorized  to  do  so,  they  might 
be  indicted  for  a  common  nuisance.  But  the  bridges  might  also 
be  more  injurious  to  some  persons  than  to  others.  In  such  a 
case,  if  a  person  has  sustained  actual  damage,  whether  direct  or 
consequential,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  he  cannot  maintain  his 
action  therefor.  If  he  sustains  no  damage  but  such  as  the  law 
pronounces  every  citizen  to  sustain,  because  it  is  a  common  nui- 
sance, no  action  will  lie.  But  the  opinion  I  have  formed  on  this 
point  is,  that  every  individual  who  sustains  actual  damage  from  a 
nuisance  may  maintain  a  private  action  for  his  own  injury, 
although  there  may  be  many  others  in  the  same  situation.  The 
punishment  of  the  wrong-doer  by  indictment  will  not  compensate 
for  the  individual  injury,  and  a  party  who  has  done  a  criminal 
act  cannot  defend  himself  against  a  private  suit  by  alleging  that 

Soltau  i\  De  Held,  9  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  Eobt.  (N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.)  219 ;  Sparhawk 

103  ;  Knox  v.  N.  Y.,  55  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  57  Penn.  St.  401  ;  Sheboy- 

C.)  404 ;  Savannah  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shiels,  gan  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Wis.  667  ;  Higbee 

33  Ga.  601 ;  Elwell  v.  Greenwood.  26  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  21  N.  J.  276. 
Iowa,  377  ;  New  York  v.  Baumberger,  7 
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he  has  injured  many  others  in  the  same  way,  and  that  he  will  be 
ruined  if  he  is  compelled  to  make  compensation  to  all,"  and  Senator 
S.  Allen,  who  delivered  a  dissenting  opinion,  also  took  occasion 
to  repudiate  the  doctrine  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  this  branch  of 
the  case  in  very  strong  terms.  "  If  it  be  true,"  he  said,  "  that  if 
more  than  one  citizen  shall  be  injured  in  their  property  or  per- 
son, no  redress  can  be  had  from  the  wrong-doer,  except  by  the 
tedious  and  uncertain  remedy  by  indictment,  it  is  time,  in  my 
opinion,  that  the  law  should  be  altered." 

Sec.  637.  In  Houck  v.  Waucher,  6  Am.  Kep.  332 ;  34  Md.  265, 
the  plaintiff  brought  an  action  against  the  defendant,  Houck,  for 
erecting  a  fence  across  a  highway  and  preventing  him  from 
removing  it,  whereby  he  was  comj)elled  to  reach  his  home  by 
taking  a  long  and  circuitous  route,  whereby  he  lost  much  time. 
There  was  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  at  circuit,  but  the  judgment 
was  reversed  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  upon  the  ground  that  this 
was  not  such  special  and  peculiar  damage  as  will  uphold  an  action 
in  favor  of  an  individual  for  injuries  arising  from  a  public  nui- 
sance. Babtol,  Ch.  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  thus 
lays  down  the  rule :  "  The  special  damage  alleged  is,  that  having 
gone  to  Frederick  City  by  the  highway  in  question,  as  he  was 
returning  home,  he  met  the  obstruction,  was  withheld  by  the 
defendant  from  removing  it,  and  in  consequence  '  was  obliged  to 
'proceed  to  his  farm  hy  a  very  circuitous  routed  "  This  is  nothing 
more  than  a  statement  of  a  very  particular  instance  in  which  the 
plaintiff  suffered  an  inconvenience  which  was  common  to  the  rest 
of  the  community,  and  is  not,  in  our  opinion,  such  special  damage 
as  entitles  him  to  maintain  this  action.  The  objection  is  not  to 
the  form  of  the  averment,  but  is  substantial,  going  to  the  very 
ground  and  cause  of  action,  which,  as  was  said  by  Tindal,  Ch.  J., 
in  Wilkes  v.  Hungerford  Market  Co.,  2  Bing.  (IST.  C.)  281,"  exists 
only  where  the  plaintiff  has  suffered  some  peculiar  injury,  beyond 
that  which  affects  the  public  at  large.' 


>  Smitli  V.  Lockwood,  13  Barb.  (N.Y. 
S.  C.)  209  ;  Corning  v.  Lowerre,  6  Johns. 
Ch.  (N.  Y.)  439  ;  Pierce  v.  Dart,  7  Cow. 
(N.  Y.)  609  ;  Davis  v.  The  Mayor,  14  N. 
Y.  526  ;  Milhau  v.  Sharp,  27  id.  618 ; 
Knoxv.  The  Mayor,  etc.,  55   Barb.  (N, 


Y.  S.  C.)  406;  Catlin  v.  Valentine,  9 
Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  575.  The  question 
was  not  raised  in  this  case,  but  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  nuisance  was 
public.  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf ,  53  N, 
Y.   152.     See   also   Barnes   v.   City  of 
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All  the  authorities  agree  that,  to  support  the  action,  the  damage 
must  be  different,  not  merely  in  degree,  but  different  in  kind 
from  that  suffered  in  common ;  hence  it  has  been  well  settled, 
that  though  the  ^plaintiff  may  suffer  more  inconvenience  than 
others  from  the  obstruction,  by  reason  of  his  proximity  to  the 
highway,  that  will  not  entitle  him  to  maintain  an  action.'  In 
this  case  there  was  no  averment  that  the  highway  in  question 
was  the  only  highway  by  which  he  could  reach  his  premises,  nor 
that  he  had  sustained  any  other  damage  than  that  of  being 
delayed  and  compelled  to  take  a  circuitous  route," 

Sec.  638.  In  Brown  v.  Watrous,  47  Me.  161,  it  was  held  that  a 
person  returning  home  over  a  highway,  which  has  been  obstructed 
by  another,  whereby  he  is  compelled  to  take  a  more  circuitous 
route,  is  entitled  to  recover  the  damage  thus  sustained,  and  the 
fact  that  the  road  led  to  his  house,  sustains  the  special  claim  for 
damages. 

Sec.  639.  In  Powers  v.  Irish,  23  Mich.  429,  the  plaintiff,  in 
passing  over  a  navigable  stream  with  rafts  of  lumber,  was  detained 
bv  the  defendant's  dam,  so  that  he  lost  the  sale  of  his  lumber  at 
such  prices  as  he  otherwise  would  have  obtained.  He  recovered 
a  verdict  of  84,000,  the  court  holding  that  although  the  nuisance 
was  public,  yet  the  detention  of  a  person  passing  over  it  with  his 
property  was  such  special  damage  as  would  uphold  an  action. 

Sec.  640.  In  CooTc  v.  Corporation  of  Bath,  6  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca. 
177,  an  action  was  upheld  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  and  an  injunc- 
tion granted  to  protect  his  special  rights,  arising  from  the 
obstruction  of  a  highway,  by  plaintiff  placing  buildings  therein 
80  as  to  cut  off  access  to  the  plaintiff's  premises.  It  was  objected 
on  the  trial  that  this  being  o, public  nuisance,  the  action  could  not 
be  maintained  by  the  plaintiff,  but  that  the  Attorney-General 

Racine,  4  Wis.  454 ;  Mayor  v.  Murrott,  Allen  (Ma3S.),  95  ;  Soltau  v.  De  Held,  9 

9  Ired.  160  ;  Ross  v.  Butler,  4  Gfreen  Eng  Law  &  Eq.  103  ;  Rose  v.  Groves 

(N.  J.),  294 ;  Yolo  v.  Sacramento,  36  12  L.  J.,  ante. 

Cal.    193  ;   Ottawa    Gas-Light   Co.   v.  ^  Stetson  v.  Faxon,  19  Pick.  (Mass.) 

Thompson,  39  111.  598  ;  Cole  v.  Sproul,  147;  Thaver  v.  Boston,  id.  511 ;  Quincy 

35  Me.  161 ;  Hughes  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  R.I.  Canal  v.  :Srewcomb,  7  Met.  (Mass.)  283  ; 

493 ;  Smith  v.  Smith,  2  Pick.  (Mass.)  but  see,  contra.  Brown  v.  Watrous,  47 

691 :  Wesson  ■». Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13  Mich.  161. 
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should  have  been  made  a  party.  Malins,  Y.  C,  said,  "  In  this 
case  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  has  been  a  wholly  unjustifiable 
stopping  up  of  a  public  or  private  way,  it  matters  not  which  ;  if 
it  is  a  puhlio  way,  the  Attorney-General  might  have  sued  in 
respect  of  the  publio  nuisance,  and  the  plaintiff  may  also  sue  in 
respect  to  his  individual  injury,  and,  therefore,  in  any  view  of 
the  evidence,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  maintain  his  action. 

Sec.  641.  I  have  given  extracts  thus  far  only  from  cases  aris- 
ing from  obstructions  of  highways  and  navigable  rivers,  and 
they  may  be  regarded  as  illustrating  the  doctrine  of  the  courts 
in  reference  to  all  classes  of  public  nuisances. 

The  general  doctrine  is,  and  may  be  regarded  as  the  well- 
settled  rule  in  courts  of  law  and  equity,  both  in  this  country  and 
England,  that  for  damages  arising  from  a  purely  public  nui- 
sance, that  is,  one  whose  effects  are  common  to  all,  producing  no 
special  or  partichlar  damage  to  one,  as  distinguished  from  the 
rest  of  the  public,  there  can  be  no  redress  except  by  indictment 
or  information  in  equity  at  the  suit  of  the  Attorney- General  or 
other  proper  public  officer. 


Sec.  642.  By  common  injury,  is  meant  an  injury  of  the  same 
kind  and  character,  and  such  as  naturally  and  necessarily  arises 
from  a  given  cause,  but  not  necessarily  similar  in  degree,  or 
equal  in  amount. 

If  the  injury  is  the  same  in  kind  to  all,  it  is  a  common  injury, 
although  one  may  actually  be  injured  or  damaged  more  than 
another.  To  illustrate,  we  will  take  the  case  of  a  slaughter-house 
erected  upon  a  public  street. 

To  all  who  come  within  the  sphere  of  its  operation  or  effects, 
it  is  a  nuisance,  and  offends  the  senses  by  its  noxious  smells.  It 
is  a  common  nuisance  in  such  a  locality,  and  in  its  general  effects 
produces  a  common  injury.  But  to  those  living  upon  the  street 
and  within  its  immediate  sphere,  it  is  both  a  common  and  a 
private  nuisance.  Common  in  its  general  effects,  but  private  in 
its  special  effects  upon  those  living  there.*     To  the  public  gener- 

•  Soltau  V.  De  Held,  9  Eng.  Law  &    Eq.  102 ;  Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron 

Co.,  13  Allen  (Mass.),  95. 
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ally  it  produces  no  injury  except  such  as  is  common  to  all ;  but  to 
those  owning  property  in  its  neighborhood,  or  residing  there,  it 
produces  a  special  injury,  in  that  it  detracts  from  the  enjoyment 
of  their  habitations,  produces  intolerable  physical  discomfort, 
and  diminishes  the  value  of  their  premises  for  the  purposes  to 
which  they  have  been  devoted.'  Therefore,  while  those  residing 
beyond  its  sphere  and  owning  no  property  there  that  is  impaired 
in  value,  can  have  no  priv.ate  remedy,  either  at  law  or  in  equity ; 
yet,  those  who  live  in  the  neighborhood,  or  who  own  property 
there  that  is  impaired  in  value  by  reason  of  the  nuisance,  may 
have  their  private  actions  to  recover  their  special  damage,  or 
protect  their  special  interests.'  The  degree  of  damages  which 
each  sustains,  varies  according  to  the  ratio  of  nearness  to,  or  dis- 
tance from,  the  promoting  cause. 

Sec.  643.  It  may  be  said  that  the  real  distinction  fairly  dedu- 
cible  from  all  the  cases  entitled  to  any  consideration  as  authori- 
ties, is  this :  When  the  wrongful  act  is  of  itself  a  disturbance  or 
obstruction  to  the  exercise  of  a  public  or  common  right,  and  in 
no  wise  inflicts  any  special  damage  upon  one,  more  than  another, 
the  sole  remedy  is  by  indictment,  unless  special  damage  has  actually 
been  sustained  by  individuals,  as  in  the  case  of  negligently  keep- 
ing large  quantities  of  gunpowder  on  a  public  street  or  highway ; ' 
carrying  on  a  noxious  trade  on  a  public  highway,  but  away  from 
human  habitations  or  places  of  business ;  *  keeping  a  bawdy-house, 
indecent  or  immoral  practices,  and  many  other  nuisances  that 
generally  are  of  a  purely  public  character.  JSTow  this  class  of 
injuries  are  usually  purely  public  in  their  effects,  but  conditions 
may  exist  that  make  them  private  also.  In  the  case  of  a  negli- 
gent keeping  of  gunpowder,  if  a  person  owns  property  in  the 
vicinity,  and  by  reason  of  the  fear  and  apprehension  of  danger, 

»  Ross  V.  Butler,  4  C.  E.  Green  (X.  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  T.)  156 ;  Catlin  v 

J.),  294;  Davidson  ■».  Isham,  1  Stockt.  Valentine,  9  Paige  (N.  Y.),  575  ;  Peck 

(X.  J.)  189  ;  Wolcott  v.  Melick,  3  id.  v.  Elder,  3  Sandf.  (N.T.)  126;  Story  v. 

207.  Hammond,  4  Ohio  St.  165  ;  Wesson  v. 

'^  Francis  v.  Sclioellkoppf,  53  N.  Y.  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13  Allen  QMass.), 

152 ;  Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13  95  ;  Mills  v.  Hall,  9  Wend.  (N.Y.)  315  ; 

Allen  (Mass.),  95  ;  Soltau  v.  De  Held,  Adams  v.  Michael,  38  Md.  126  ;  Rex  v. 

9  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  102;  Rex  y.  Dews-  Dewsnap,  16  East,  194;  Grabil  v.  R.R. 

nap,  16  East,  194.  Co.,  50  111.  241  ;  Gas  Co.  o   Thompson, 

^  Sands  v.  The  People,  Johns.  (X.Y.)  39  id.  598. 

*  Rex  V.  Niel,  2  C.  &  P.  485;  Brady  c. 
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his  tenants  leave  his  buildings  and  he  thus  loses  the  rent  there- 
from, this  is  a  special  injury  to  him,  apart  from  that  suffered  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  public,  and  he  is  entitled  to  his 
private  action,  both  to  recover  the  damages,  and  abate  the 
nuisance,  and  this  even  though  there  are  many  others  similarly 
situated  and  affected.' 

Sec.  644',  So,  too,  in  the  case  of  a  noxious  trade  upon  a  high- 
way, but  away  from  habitations,  so  long  as  every  person  sustains  a 
common  injury  only  therefrom  as  by  being  annoyed  by  its  offen- 
sive and  unwholesome  smells,  it  is  a  purely  public  injury;  but  if 
its  effects  extend  to  the  dwellings  or  places  of  business  of  any 
persons,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  their  occupancy  materially 
uncomfortable,  then  it  becomes  a  private  nuisance  to  those  whose 
dwellings  or  places  of  business  are  so  affected,  and  they  may 
have  their  action  therefor,  although  there  are  many  persons  who 
are  thus  affected,  and  the  result  will  be  to  promote  a  multitude 
of  suits." 


Sec.  645.  In  the  case  of  a  bawdy  house,  it  is  a  public  nuisance 
jper  se  wherever  located,  and  generally,  only  a  proper  subject  of 
indictment,  yet  cases  may  arise  where  even  that  becomes  also  a 
private  nuisance  as  to  some.  As  if  it  is  kept  upon  a  street 
adjoining  the  tenements  of  another,  and  by  reason  thereof  his 
tenants  leave,  and  his  property  is  greatly  depreciated  in  value, 
does  he  not  sustain  a  special  damage,  so  particular  to  himself  and 
different  from  that  sustained  by  the  rest  of  the  public  as  fairly 
entitles  him  to  an  action  for  his  damages  ? ' 


\ 


Sec.  646.  Take  the  case  of  a  sale  of  unwholesome  meat  or  food. 
This  is  a  public  nuisance  per  se  at  common  law.     Is  not  every 


•  Weir  «.  Kirk,  1  Law  Times  (N.  S.), 
73;  73  Penn.  St.  284;  Cheatham  ®. 
Sliearon,  1  Swan  (Tenn.),  218;  Wier«. 
Kirk,  73  Feun.  St.  284;  Myers  i).  Mal- 
colm,   Hill(N.Y.)     . 

2  Knight  V.  Gardner,  19  Law  Times 
(N.S.),  673  ;  Cooker.  Forbes,  L.R.,5  Eq. 
166;  Crump -y.  Lambert,  L.  R.,  3  Eq. 
407  ;  Lansings.  Smith,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
10 ;  Francis  «.  Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  Y. 
152  ;  Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13 
Allen   (Mass.),  95;   Ross  v.  Butler,  4 


Green  (N.  J.),  294;  Ottawa  Gas-light 
Company  v.  Thompson,  39  111.  598  ;  Tip- 
ping V.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  E.  C.  L. 
608 ;  Story  v.  Hammond,  4  Ham.  (Ohio) 
376. 

3  Hamilton  v.  Whitridge,  11  Md.  128. 
It  was  held  in  this  case  that  the  dimi- 
nution in  the  value  and  use  of  property 
by  reason  of  a  brothel  adjoining  it,  is 
such  a  special  injury  as  entitles  » 
party  to  an  injunction  from  a  court  of 
equity. 
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person  whose  health  is  deleteriouslj  affected  by  the  consumption 
of  the  food,  entitled  to  recover  his  damages  for  the  injmy  ? 

Sec.  647.  But  whatever  apparent  conflict  may  have  seemed  to 
exist  upon  this  question  formerly,  it  is  now  well  settled,  as  the 
doctrine  of  both  the  courts  in  this  country  and  England,  that  a 
nuisance  may  be  at  the  same  time  both  public  and  private.  Public 
in  its  general  effects  upon  the  public,  and  private  as  to  those  who 
suffer  a  special  or  partiieular  damage  therefrom,  apart  from  the 
common  injury.  The  public  wrong  is  redressed  by  indictment, 
and  the  private  injury  by  an  appropriate  private  action  either  at 
law  or  equity.'  An  obstruction  of  a  purely  public  right  is 
seldom  productive  of  private  and  individual  damage,  but  where  it 
is,  it  would  be  a  highly  unjust  and  inequitable  doctrine  that  would 
preclude  the  party  sustaining  it,  from  proper  redress  by  action, 
merely  upon  the  ground  that  the  injury  has  resulted  from  an  act 
that  is  a  public  offense.  In  the  language  of  Senator  Allen,  in 
Lansing  v.  Smith,,  cmte :  "  If  this  is  the  law,  it  is  high  time  that 
the  law  should  be  changed," 

But  such  is  not  the  law,  and  the  cases  are  numerous  where  pri 
vate  actions  have  been  upheld,  both  in  courts  of  law  and  equity, 
to  redress  the  private  injuries  resulting  from  public  nuisances. 

Sec.  6'IS.  In  Attorney-General  v.  Earl  of  Lonsdale,,  7  L.  R. 
Eq.  Cas.  390,  it  was  held  that  a  riparian  owner  upon  the  banks 
of  a  tidal  stream  could  maintain  an  action  for  an  injury  to  his 
property  resulting  from  the  erection  of  a  jetty  in  a  navigable 
stream,  although  the  jetty  was  a  public  nuisance.  Malins,  V.  C, 
in  passing  upon  the  question,  as  to  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to 
join  with  the  Attorney-General  in  respect  to  a  public  nuisance, 
which  was  also  a  particular  injury  to  himself,  said,  "  The  plaintiff 
might,  perhaps,  have  instituted  the  suit  without  the  Attorney- 
General,  on  the  principle  of  Spencer  v.  London  c&  Birminghayn 
E.  R.  Co.,  8  Sim.  193,  on  the  ground  that  the  act  complained  of, 
although  a  public  nuisance,  causes  a  special  and  iXjurticula/r  dam- 
age to  him." 

'  Soltau  v.  De  Held,  9  Eng.  Law  &  ler,  4  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  394;  David- 

Eq.   102;  Wesson  v.  Washburn   Iron  son  ».  Isham,  1   Stockt.  (N.  J.)  189; 

Co.,  13  Allen  (Mass.),   95 ;  Francis  v.  Wolcott  v.  Melick,  3  id .  307. 
Schoellkoppf ,  53  N.  Y.  153 ;  Ross  v.  But- 
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Sec.  649.  In  Sampson  v.  Smith,  8  Sim.  272,  the  plaiutifl 
brought  a  bill  to  enjoin  the  defendant  from  using  a  steam-engine 
on  Prince's  street,  in  the  vicinity  of  his  shop,  by  reason  of  the 
smoke  from  which  the  goods  in  his  shop  were  injured,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  his  dwelling-house  was  rendered  uncomfortable. 
It  was  objected  on  the  hearing  that  the  nuisance  complained  of 
was  a  public  nuisance,  and  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  maintain  a 
private  action  therefor.  Mr.  Knight  Bruce,  afterward  Vice- 
Chancellor,  argued,  that  "  Every  individual  may  maintain  an 
action  or  file  a  bill  in  respect  of  a  public  nuisance  provided  he 
sustains  any  particular  damage  from  it.  *  *  The  public  and 
the  private  right  have  nothing  to  do  with  each  other.  Suppos- 
ing the  nuisance  complained  of  in  this  bill  is  a  public  nuisance,  it 
is  a  private  one  also,  and  we  do  not  apply  for  relief  in  respect 
of  the  public  nuisance.  *  ^  Every  individual  who  sustains 
an  injury  from  a  public  nuisance,  may  sue  in  respect  of  it,  hut 
where  the  subject  of  the  complaint  is  merely  a  public  wrong,  an 
information  must  be  filed  by  the  Attorney-General."  It  is 
noticeable  that  the  doctrine  announced  by  Knight  Beuce,  which 
was  at  that  time  quite  new,  forms  the  ground-work  of  the  rights 
of  individuals  to  maintain  actions  for  special  injuries  from  public 
nuisances,  as  adopted  and  acted  upon  by  the  courts  of  England 
and  this  country.  In  that  case,  prior  to  the  argument  of  the 
case  by  him,  Shadwell,  Y.  C,  intimated  a  doubt  as  to  the  right 
of  the  plaintiff  to  maintain  the  bill,  but  after  hearing  the  counsel 
upon  both  sides,  he  adopted  the  views  of  Knight  Bruce  and 
granted  the  injunction. 


if 


Sec.  650.  In  Mills  v.  Hall,  9  Wend.  (1^.  Y.)  315,  the  plaintiff 
brought  an  action  to  recover  damages  sustained  by  reason  of  sick- 
ness produced  in  his  family,  in  consequence  of  the  setting  back 
of  the  waters  of  a  stream  by  defendant's  mill-dam  so  as  to  render 
the  atmosphere  of  the  neighborhood  unwholesome,  and  to  breed 
sickness  therein.  Sutherland,  J.,  in  deciding  the  case  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff  against  the  defendant's  claim  of  a  prescriptive 
right  to  set  back  the  water,  put  the  right  of  recovery  upon  the 
broad  ground  that  the  nuisance  created,  being  a  public  nuisance, 
no  prescriptive  right    could  be  acquired  to  maintain  it.     The 
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question  of  the  plaintiff's  right  to  recover,  hccause  the  nuisance 
was  public,  was  not  raised  in  the  case,  but  if  it  had  been,  there  is 
no  question  that,  upon  the  authority  of  Lansing  v.  Smithy  -i 
Wend.  (N".  Y)  8,  the  action  would  have  been  upheld. 

Seo.  651.  In  a  recent  case  in  the  court  of  appeals  of  New  York 
[Frcmois  v.  Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  Y.  162),  which  was  an  action  for 
damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  by  reason  of  the  noisome 
stenches  arising  from  the  defendant's  tannery,  which  rendered 
the  enjoyment  of  her  dwelling  uncomfortable  and  almost  unin- 
habitable for  herself  and  family,  and  prevented  her  renting 
another  dwelling  which  she  owned  in  the  vicinity,  it  was  objected 
by  the  defendant's  counsel  that  there  could  be  no  recovery  in  the 
case,  because  the  nuisance  was  public ;  and  that  the  only  remedy 
was  by  indictment.  Gkover,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  announced  the  true  doctrine  controlling  this  class  of  actions 
in  a  very  forcible  and  sensible  way.  He  says :  "  The  e^^dence 
disclosed  that  other  houses  in  the  vicinity  were  similarly  affected 
with  the  plaintiffs.  The  ground  for  the  motion  (for  a  nonsuit) 
was,  that  as  the  stench  injured  a  large  number  of  houses,  the  nui- 
sance was  common,  and  therefore  no  one  could  maintain  an  action 
for  his  particular  injury,  the  only  remedy  being  an  indictment  for 
the  common  injury  to  the  public.  The  error  of  this  is  obvious, 
both  upon  principle  and  authority.  The  idea  that  if  by  a  wrong, 
fnl  act  a  serious  injury  is  inflicted  upon  a  single  individual  a 
recovery  may  be  had  therefor  against  the  wrong-doer,  and  that 
by  it,  the  same  act,  a  number  of  persons  are  injured,  no  recovery 
can  be  had  by  any  one,  is  absurd.  This,  stripped  of  verbiage,  is 
the  ground  of  the  motion.  It  is  said  that  holding  the  defendant 
liable  to  respond  to  each  one  injured  will  lead  to  a  multiplicity 
of  suits.  This  is  true,  but  it  is  no  defense  for  a  wrong-doer,  when 
called  upon  to  compensate  for  the  damages  sustained  from  his 
wrongful  act,  to  show  that  he,  by  the  same  act,  inflicted  a  like 
injury  upon  numerous  other  persons.  The  position  is  wholly  unsus- 
tained  by  authority.  While  in  the  application  to  particular  cases 
there  is  some  conflict,  yet  there  is  none  whatever  in  the  rule 
itself.  That  rule  is,  that  one  erecting  or  maintaining  a  common 
nuisance  is  not  liable  to  an  action  at  the  suit  of  one  who  has  sus- 
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tained  no  damage  therefrom,  except  such  as  is  common  to  the 
entire  commmiity,  yet  he  is  liable  to  one  who  has  sustained  dam- 
age peculiar  to  himself.  J^o  matter  how  numerous  the  persons  may 
be  who  have  sustained  this  peculiar  damage,  each  is  entitled  to 
compensation  for  his  injury.  When  the  injury  is  common  to  the 
public  and  special  to  none,  redress  must  be  sought  by  a  criminal 
prosecution  in  behalf  of  all.' 


Sec.  652.  In  Soltau  v.  De  Held,  9  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  102,  the 
objection  was  raised  that  the  action  could  not  be  maintained, 
because  the  inquiry  complained  of  resulted  from  a  public  nui- 
sance ;  but  KiNDERSLET,  Y.  C,  thus  disposed  of  this  question. 
"  Now,  of  course,  in  the  case  of  a  public  nuisance,  no  doubt  the 
remedy  to  get  rid  of  the  public  nuisance  is  an  indictment  at  law. 
The  remedy  at  law  is  indictment,  the  remedy  in  equity  no  doubt 
is  an  information  at  the  suit  of  the  attorney-general ;  and  so  in 
the  case  of  a  private  nuisance,  the  remedy  at  law  is  by  action ;  the 
remed}'  in  equity  is  by  bill ;  and  this  is  the  distinction  which  is 
pointed  out  in  those  passages  cited  by  Mr.  Campbell,  from  the 
third  volume  of  Blackstone's  Commentaries  and  from  Mitford's 
Pleadings,  a  very  obvious,  clear  and  recognized  distinction ;  but 
it  is  evident  that  that  which  is  a  public  nuisance  may  be  also  a 
private  nuisance  to  a  particular  individual  by  inflicting  on  him 
some  special  and  peculiar  damage,  and  if  it  be  both,  that  is,  if  it 
be  in  its  nature  a  public  nuisance,  and  at  the  same  time  does 
inflict  on  a  particular  individual  a  special  and  particular  damage, 
may  not  that  private  individual  have  his  remedy  at  law  by  action 
or  in  equity  by  bill  ?     *     *     * 

"  Now  several  cases  have  been  referred  to,"  in  all  of  which,  and 
in  many  other  cases  that  might  be  cited,  it  has  been  held  and 
acted  on  over  and  over  again,  that  if  an  individual  sustains  a 


1  Pierce  v.  Dart,  7  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  609; 
Lansing  v.  Smith,  4  Wend.  10 ;  Milliau 
■».  Sharp,  39  KY.  611;  Soltau  «.  DeHeld, 
9  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  104;  Brunning  v. 
N.  O.  Canal  &  Banking  Co.,  12  La.  541 ; 
Yolo.  Co.  V.  Sacramento,  36  Cal.  193 ; 
Ottawa  Gas-light  Co.  v.  Thompson, 
39  111.  598  ;  Ross  v.  Butler,  4  Green  (N. 
J.),  394 ;  Barnes  v.  City  of  Eacine,  4 
Wis.  454  ;  Rose  v.  Groves,  13  L.  J.  (N. 
S.)  351  ;  Cole  v.  Sprowl,  35  Me.  116; 


Abbott  V.  Mills,  3  Vt.  539  ;  Harrison  v. 
Sterrett,  4  Har.  &  McH.  (Del.)  540; 
Burrows  v.  Pixley,  1  Root,  363  ;  Wes- 
son V.  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13  Allen 
(Mass.),  95. 

^  Spencer  v.  The  London  &  Birming- 
ham R.  R.  Co.,  8  Sim.  193  ;  Sampson 
v.  Smith,  id.  373 ;  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4 
Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  15 ;  Attorney -General 
t>.  Forbes,  2  M.  &  C.  133. 
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special  and  particular  damage  from  an  act,  he  may  have  a 
bill ;  if  it  be  such  a  case  as  a  court  of  equity  may  interfere  in 
at  all,  he  may  have  the  interference  of  the  court  on  a  bill, 
although  the  act  complained  oL*  be  in  its  nature  a  public  nui- 
sance." ' 


Sec.  653.  It  may  be  regarded  as  well  settled,  that  the  fact  that 
an  injury  and  damage  is  inflicted  by  an  act  or  thing  that  is,  in  its 
nature  and  in  fact,  a  public  nuisance,  will  not  prevent  a  recovery 
at  the  suit  of  an  individual,  if  that  individual  has  suffered  a  special 
and  particular  damage  therefrom  different  from  that  which  is 
common  to  all. 

For  the  common  injury,  there  can  be  no  redress  save  by  indict- 
ment or  other  remedy  in  behalf  of  the  people;  but  for  every 
special  and  particular  injury,  there  may  be  redress  had  through 
the  medium  of  private  actions  in  behalf  of  each  person  specially 
injured,  although  the  same  damage  is  inflicted  upon  many  per- 
sons at  one  and  the  same  time,'  as  an  obstruction  of  a  highway 
leading  to  one's  premises,'  or  so  as  to  obstruct  access  thereto,  or 
otherwise  producing  special  damage,*  the  obstruction  of  a  navi- 
gable stream  so  as  to  hinder  or  delay  passage  over  the  same,  or 
producing  actual  damage  to  vessels,'  or  by  cutting  off  the 
approach  to  a  private  wharf  or  premises,"  or  so  as  to  injure 
one's  premises,'   or  the   erection  of  any   thing  injurious   to   a 


I 


'  Attorney-General  v.  Forbes,  3  M.  & 
C.  123  ;  Attornev-General  v.  Johnson, 
2  Wils.  Ch.  87.  " 

^  Micliling  V.  Kittanning  Bridge,  1 
Grant's  Cas.  (Penn.)  416;  Wesson  v. 
Wasliburne  Iron  Co.,  13  Allen  (Mass.), 
93 ;  Francis  v.  Sclioellkoppf ,  53  N.  T. 
156  ;  Lansing  v.  Smith,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
10;  Grigsby  v.  Clear  Lake  Co.,  40  Cal. 
3!J6 ;  Blanc  v.  Klumpke,  39  id.  156  ; 
Simpson  v.  Savage,  8  Sim.  373  ;  How- 
ard V.  See,  3  Sandf.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  381  ; 
Cook  V.  Corporation  of  Bath,  6  L.  R. 
Eq.  Caa.  77. 

*  Brown  v.  Watrous,  47  Me.  161. 

*  Stetson  V.  Faxon,  19  Pick.  (Mass.) 
147;  Burden  v.  Crocker,  10  id.  388; 
Corning  v.  Lowerre,  6  Johns.  Ch.  (N.Y.) 
641 ;  mihau  i).  Sharp,  37  N.  Y.  611 ; 
Baxter  v.  Winooski  33  Vt.  373  ;  Knox 
V.  Mayor  of  N.  Y.,  55  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  404 ; 
Savannah  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shiels,  33  Ga. 


601  ;  Hatch  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Vt.  142 ; 
Cook  V.  Corporation  of  Bath,  6  L.  R. 
Eq.  Cas.  77. 

5  Powers  V.  Irish,  23  Mich.  429 ; 
Rarnes  v.  Racine,  4  Wis.  454  ;  Gerrish 
V.  Brown,  51  Me.  356  ;  Veazie  «.  Deni- 
nel,  50  Me.  490  ;  Knox  v.  Chalouse,  43 
Me.  150 ;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  St.  Louis,  C  Chi- 
cago Leg.  News,  49  ;  Parrish  d.  Steph- 
ens, 1  Oregon,  73 ;  Baird  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  6 
Bl.  (U.  S.  C.  C.)  487 ;  Mississippi  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Ward,  3  Black  (U.  S.),  485 
Georgetown  v.  Canal  Co.,  13  Peters 
(U,  S.),  91 ;  Works  v.  Junction  R.  R. 
Co.,  5  McLean,  435  ;  Cole  v.  Sprowl,35 
Me.  161 ;  Hughes  v.  Heiser,  1  Binney 
(Penn.),  493. 

^  Burrows  d.  Pixley,  1  Root  (Conn.), 
362  ;  Frink  v.  Lawrence,  20  Conn.  117. 

■"  Attorney-General  v.  Earl  of  Lons- 
dale, 7  L.  R.  Eq.  Cas.  390. 
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special  franchise,  as  a  bridge,  ferry,  turnpike,  or  other  special 
privilege.' 

The  setting  up  of  a  noxious  trade  specially  injurious  to  private 
property,  whether  by  impairing  its  comfortable  enjoyment  or  its 
rental,  or  market  value "  as  a  slaughter-house,'  a  fat-boiling  estab- 
lishment,* a  bone  boilery,^  a  planing  mill,'  a  rolling  mill,'  a  trip- 
hammer shop  for  hammering  iron  or  steel  rails,  or  any  noisy  trade 
in  a  public  place  specially  injurious,*  gas  works  emitting  nause- 
ous odors,"  or  polluting  public  rivers  to  the  injury  of  private 
riglits,"  keeping  powder,  nitro-glycerine  or  other  explosive  and 
highly  combustible  substances  in  public  places  near  one's  prem- 
ises, endangering  the  safety  of  those  living  there,  and  thereby 
impairing  the  rental  or  actual  value  of  the  premises,"  and,  in  fact, 
any  use  of  property  that,  while  it  creates  a  public  injury,  also 
creates  a  special  and  particular  injury  to  individual  members  of 
the  public,  even  though  the  injury  and  damage  is  merely 
nominal/'' 


'  Charles  River  Bridge  Co.  v.  Warren 
Bridge,  6  Pick.  (Mass.)  376;  Norwood 
V.  Norwood,  4  H.  &  J.  (Md.)  112  ;  Turn- 
pike Co.  V.  Ryder,  1  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  T.) 
611  ;  Hall  «.  Ragsdale,  4  S.  &  P.  (Ala.) 
252  ;  Phillips  «.  Stockton,  1  Overton 
(Tenn.),  270. 

^  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  T. 
156 ;  Rex  v.  Dewsnap,  16  Bast,  169  ; 
Biddle  v.  Ash,  2  Ash  (Peun.),  211 ;  Nor- 
cross  v.  Thorns,  51  Me.  503 ;  Ross  v. 
Butler,  19  N.  J.  294 ;  Cleveland  v.  Citi- 
zens' Gas-light  Co.,  20  id.  201. 

^  Catlin  V.  Valentine,  9  Paige's  Ch. 
(N.  Y.)  575 ;  Fay  ».  Whitman,  100  Mass. 
597 ;  Brady  v.  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  T.) 
156  ;  Dubois  v.  Budlong,  10  Bos.  (N.  T.) 
700. 

■»  Peck  «.  Elder,  3  Sandf.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.) 
126. 

6  Meigs  V.  Lester,  23  N.  J.  340. 

«  Duncan  1).  Hayes,  22  N.  J.  197;  Ross 
v.  Butler,  19  id.  294 ;  Thiebault  v.  Con- 
over,  11  Fla.  143 ;  Cartwright  «.  Gray, 
12  Grant's  Ch.  Cas.  (Ont.)  600 ;  Rhodes 
V.  Dunbar,  57  Penn.  St. 

''  Wesson  v.  Washburne  Iron  Co.,  13 
Allen  (Mass.),  95. 

8  Eaden  v.  Firth,  1  Macph.  (Sc.)  573  ; 
Scott  V.  Firth,  16  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  241  ; 
Dennis  v.  Eckhardt,  3  Grant's  Cas. 
(Penn.)  274;  First  Baptist  Church  and 
Society  «,  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 
79. 


8  Cleaveland  v.  Citizens'  Gas-light 
Co.,  20  N.  J.  201  ;  Ottawa  Gas  Co.  v. 
Thompson,  39  111.  598  ;  People  v.  Man- 
hattan Gas  Co.,  64  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  55 ; 
Broadbent  v  Imperial  Gas  Co.,  7  H.  L. 
Cas.  600. 

'»  Rex  V.  Medley,  6  C.  &  P.  292  ;  Car- 
-hart  V.  Auburn  Gas-light  Co.,  22  IBarb. 
(N.  Y.)  297. 

'1  Malcolm  v.  Myers,  6  Hill  (N.  Y.), 
292;  Weir  v.  Kirk,  73  Penn.  St.  78; 
Fillo  «.  Jones,  2  Abb.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  121  ; 
Ryan  v.  Copes,  11  Rich.  (S.  C.)  217  ; 
Crowder  v.  Tinkler,  19  Vesey,  623 ; 
Hepburn  «.  Lordon,  13  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  59. 

12  Mills  V.  Hall,  9  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  315  ; 
Lansing  «.  Smith,  4  id.  8  ;  Morris  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Prudden,  20  N.  J.  530 ;  Wood- 
man V.  Manufacturing  Co.,  1  Abb.  (U. 
S.  C.  C.)  158,  diversion  of  water  of 
navigable  stream;  Philadelphia  o. 
Collins,  68  Penn.  St.  106;  Pennsyl- 
vania v.  Wheeling,  etc..  Bridge  Co., 
13  How.  (U.  S.)  565;  Yolo  v.  Sacra- 
mento, 36  Cal.  193;  Mayor  v.  Mar- 
reoth,  9  Md.  160 ;  Harrison  v.  Sterrett, 
4  Har.  &  McH.  (Md.)  540;  Abbott  v. 
Mills,  3  Vt.  529  ;  Baxter  «.  Winooski, 
22  id.  414 ;  Smith  v.  Lockwood,  13 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  209  ;  Hughes  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  5  Rich.  (S.  C.)  583;  Pittsburgh  v. 
Scott,  1  Penn.  St.  309 ;  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Philpot,  28  Ga.  398  ;  Geigor  v.  Filor,  8 
Fla.  325 ;  Alden  «.  Pinuey,  12  id,  348 ; 
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Sec.  654.  In  such  actions,  the  gravamen  of  the  complaint  is 
the  special  and  particular  injury,  therefore  the  recovery  is  limited 
to  such  special  and  particular  damage  as  is  alleged  in  the  decla- 
ration and  established  by  the  proof.  There  can  be  no  exemplary 
or  punitive  damages  given,  nor  any  damage  for  the  injuries  aris- 
ing from  the  natural  and  common  effect  upon  the  public  gener- 
ally.' If  by  reason  of  the  promoting  cause,  such  as  noxious 
vapors,  noisome  smells  or  dense  smoke,  one  is  driven  from  his 
dwelling,  or  his  tenants  leave  his  buildings,  or  his  property  is 
specially  injm-ed,  he  can  only  recover  the  actual  loss  and  damage 
that  comes  legitimately  under  the  head  of  special  injury.  That 
portion  of  the  damage  that  is  common  to  all,  is  ^^  damnum  absque 
itTJuria." 


Sec.  655.  It  is  only  when  the  injury  arising  from  a  nuisance 
is  to  a  purely  public  right,  so  that  the  injury  arising  therefrom  is 
general  and  public  in  its  effects,  that  individuals  are  precluded 
from  bringing  private  suits  for  the  violation  of  their  individual 
rights ;  or,  to  state  the  proposition  in  a  form  which  more  nearly 
embodies  the  doctrine,  it  is  only  when  the  nuisance  is  in  its 
nature  a  public  nuisance,  so  that  no  private  right  is  violated  in 
contradistinction  to  the  rights  of  the  rest  of  the  public,  that  the 
courts  deny  a  remedy  to  individuals.  Whenever  the  nuisance  is 
susceptible  of  being  both  public  and  private,  and  is  so  to  such  an 
extent  that  an  actual  vested  individual  right  is  violated,  which  the 


Gunter  v.  Gearey,  1  Cal.  467  ;  Mempliis 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hicks,  5  Sneed  (Tenn.), 
427  ;  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Crockett,  2  id. 
263 ;  Miller  v.  Trueliart,  4  Leis:!!  (Va.), 
569  ;  Smith  v.  McConathv,  9  Mo.  517  ; 
Adams  t.  Michael,  38  Md".  134 ;  Wilton 
V.  Martin,  7  Mo.  307 ;  Babcock  v.  X.  J. 
Stock  Co.,  20  X.  J.  296 ;  Rosser  v.  Ran- 
dolph, 7  Porter  (Ala.),  238;  Wall  v. 
Cloud,  3  Humph.  (Tenn.)  181 ;  Freq,- 
land  V.  Gas  Co.,  12  Ohio  St.  392  ;  Potts- 
town  Gas  Co.  V.  Murphy,  39  Penn.  St. 
257  ;  Wetmore  v.  Atlantic,  etc.,  Co.,  37 
Barb.  (X.  T.)  70 ;  Wetmore  r.  Story,  22 
id.  414;  Carey  v.  Brooks,  1  Hill  (S".  C), 
365;  Allen  v.  Lyon,  2  Root  (Conn.), 
213. 

'  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf,  53  X.  T. 
152  ;  Wesson  v.  Washbume  Iron  Co.,  13 
-illen  (Mass.).  94 ;   ^^llite  v.  Cohen,  19 

86 


Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  146.  In  Fay  v.  Parker. 
53  X.  H.  342,  the  doctrine  is  laid  down 
and  established  by  an  able  and  ex- 
haustive review  of  the  whole  field  of 
the  law  of  damages,  that  punitive  or 
exemplary  damages  can  never  be 
recovered  in  an  action  where  a  public 
prosecution  lies  against  the  defendant 
for  the  offense  that  forms  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  action.  The  court  also 
pertinently  question  the  soundness  of 
the  doctrine  permitting  punitive  dam- 
ages in  any  case,  making  the  true  dis- 
tinction between  matters  in  aggrava- 
tion of  damages,  and  exemplary  or 
punitive  damages,  the  court  evinces  a 
tendency  to  repudiate  a  doctrine  that 
never  had  any  foundation  in  reason  or 
public  policy. 
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individual  may  lose  by  Laches,  then  he  is  entitled  to  his  private 
remedy,  even  though  the  damage  be  trifling,  and  even  though  the 
result  be  to  open  the  door  to  a  multiplicity  of  suits.'  It  is  evi- 
dent, from  an  examination  of  all  the  cases,  that  the  courts  have 
never  really  intended  to  establish  any  other  or  difl'erent  doctrine. 
All  the  early  cases  referred  to  in  this  chapter  were  cases  of  nui- 
sances arising  in  highways  and  navigable  streams  over  which  the 
public  has  full  control,  and  in  and  to  which  one  person  has  no 
more  rights  than  another,  so  far  as  the  actual  public  easement  is 
concerned,  and  where  no  person  could  lose  any  rights  by  reason 
of  any  neglect  on  his  part  to  pursue  his  remedy  for  redress.' 
But,  in  all  those  cases,  where  the  party  sustained  any  really 
special  damage,  however  small,  the  courts  upheld  his  remedy." 
That  this  prohibition  of  private  actions,  for  injuries  resulting  from 
public  nuisances,  was  ever  intended  to  apply  to  any  other  class  of 
cases  than  those  designated  above,  is  apparent  from  all  the  author- 
ities, ancient  or  mo'dern. 

Sec.  656.  It  was  never  intended  by  the  courts  to  hold  that 
where  a  vested  right  was  injured,  this  was  not  a  sufiicient  special 
damage  to  maintain  an  action  against  the  promoter  of  a  public 
oifense. 

In  Morley  v.  Pragnal,  Cro.  Car.  510,  which  was  an  action  for 
corrupting  the  air  by  the  prosecution  of  the  business  of  a  tallow 
chandler  upon  a  public  street  in  the  city  of  London,  in  a  locality 
where  the  business,  producing  such  noxious  and  noisome  smells, 
must  of  necessity  have  been  a  public  nuisance  and  indictable  as 
such,  the  plaintiff's  action  for  his  private  damage  by  reason  of  the 
injury  to  his  business  as  an  innkeeper,  in  the  loss  of  guests,  and 

Law  J.  (N.  S.)  251 ;  Yolo  v.  Sacramento 
36  Cal.  193  ;  Barnes  v.  Racine,  4  Wis. 
454  ;  Blanc  «.  Klumpke,  27  Cal.  156  ; 
Carpenter  v.  Mann,  17  Mass.  155 ;  Win- 
terbottom  v.  Lord  Derby,  L.  R.,  3  Excli. 
316;  Paine  «.  Patricli,  3  Mod.  389; 
Fineux  v.  Hovenden,  Cro.  Eliz.  664 ; 
Rose  v.  Miles,  4  M.  &  S.  101 ;  Hubert 
V.  Groves,  1  Esp.  (N.  P.  Cas.)  148; 
Co.  Litt.  56  a  ;  Bellows  v.  Kemp,  Cro. 
Eliz.  664  ;  Fowler  v.  Sanders,  Cro.  .lac. 
446  ;  Maynell  v.  Saltmarsli,  1  Keb.  847 ; 
Stone  V.  Wakeman,  Noy.  130 ;  Allen  v. 
Ormond,  8  East,  4. 


J  Francis  «.  Sclioellkoppf,  53  N.  Y. 
153 ;  Wesson  v.  Washburne,  3  Allen 
(Mass.),  95. 

2  Woolrycli  on  Ways,  4. 

*  Wilkes  -y.  Hungerford  Market  Co. 
2  Bing.  381  ;    Aldred's  Case,  9  Coke 
58 ;   Robins'  Case,  cited  in  Palm.  536 
Lily's  Reg.  309;   3   Rolle's  Abr.  40 
Morley    v.   Pragnall,    Cro.   Car.   570 
Chichester  v.  Lethbridge,  Willes,  71 
Hart  ■».  Bassett,  T.  Jones,  156  ;  Iveson 
V.  Moore,  Ld.  Raym.  486  ;   Hughes  v. 
Heiser,  1  Biun.  (Penn.)  463  ;   Pierce  v. 
Dart,  7  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  609  ;  Greasley  v. 
Codling,  3  Bing.  363  ;Rose  v.  Groves,  12 
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the  unwholesome  effects  upon  his  family  was  upheld,  and  the 
objection  was  not  raised,  that  this  being  a  public  nuisance,  the 
plaintiff  could  not  have  his  remedy.  Suppose  it  had  been,  reason- 
ing fi'om  analogy,  how  would  the  court  with  the  nice  regard  for 
men's  rights  that  were  then  entertained,  and  the  strict  application 
of  legal  principles  that  were  then  practiced,  in  all  cases  coming 
before  it,  have  been  likely  to  have  disposed  of  this  objection  ?  It 
would  most  likely  have  said  that  this  case  came  clearly  within  the 
provisions  of  the  maxim,  "  So  use  your  own  property  as  not  to 
damage  another,"  and  that  if  in  the  use  of  one's  own  property, 
or  in  the  exercise  of  a  right,  he  used  or  exercised  it  in  such  an 
unlawful  manner  as  not  only  to  injure  public,  but  also  individual, 
rights,  that  would  be  lost  if  they  were  not  properly  asserted,  he 
should  respond  to  the  suit  of  the  public,  and  also  to  each  person 
whose  private  rights  were  injured,  even  though  they  had  been 
many  in  number.  In  the  case  of  actions  arising  out  of  the  obstruc- 
tion of  a  highway  in  which  this  doctrine  was  established  in  the 
English  courts,  the  rule  was,  and  is,  both  salutary  and  just,  for  if 
it  were  otherwise,  any  man,  whether  he  had  occasion  to  use  the 
highway  for  any  beneficial  purpose  to  himself  or  not,  might  bring 
his  suit,  and  as  Lord  Coke  says :  "  This  would  lead  to  great 
multiplicity  of  suits  and  endless  litigation."  Again,  a  person's 
right  to  travel  upon  a  highway  is  not  a  natural  right,  neither  is  it 
personal,  it  is  a  right  that  is  given  by  operation  of  law,  and  one 
that  the  public  can  at  any  time  deprive  him  of.  He  loses  no  right 
by  its  obstruction  that  wiU  be  lost  by  any  ladhes  on  his  part  in  its 
assertion  or  maintenance.  It  is  not  like  the  right  to  air,  light  and 
water  which  can  be  modified  or  changed  by  an  unopposed  use  in  a 
particular  way  by  others,  in  other  words,  it  is  in  no  sense  a  personal 
right,  but  wholly  and  entirely  public.  No  length  of  time  will 
either  fix  or  destroy  his  right  of  passage  over  it.  The  duration 
of  the  exercise  of  that  right  depends  wholly  and  entirely  upon 
the  will  and  action  of  the  proper  public  authorities,  and  an 
obstruction  of  it  is  an  obstruction  not  to  individual,  but  purely 
public  rights.  The  rule  established  and  followed  by  the  courts 
in  all  actions  on  the  case  for  consequential  injuries  was  predicated 
on  the  same  ground,  to  wit :  that  the  injury  must  result  from 
the  violation  of  a  right  peculiar  to  the  individual  injured. 
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Sec.  657.  In  Robert  Mary's  Case,  9  Coke,  113,  the  court 
announced  the  rule  that  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  doctrine 
upon  which  is  predicated  the  right  of  a  party  to  recover  for  con- 
sequential injuries,  whether  arising  from  a  private  or  public 
nuisance.  The  court  say,  in  an  action  by  the  commoner  against 
a  stranger  for  feeding  the  common  with  his  cattle,  "  For  every 
feeding  by  the  cattle  of  a  stranger,  the  commoner  shall  not 
have  an  assize,  nor  an  action  on  the  case,  as  his  case  is,  but  the 
feeding  ought  to  be  such  per  quod,  the  commoner,  etc.,  common 
of  pasture,  etc.,  for  his  cattle,  etc.,  habere  non  potuit,  sed  pro- 
ficium  swum  indeper  totam  id,  teinpus  amisit,  etc.,  so  that  if  the 
trespass  be  so  small  that  he  hath  not  any  loss,  but  sufficient  and 
ample  feed  remains  for  him  in  quantity  and  kind,  he  shall  not 
have  an  assize  nor  an  action."  "  But,"  adds  the  court,  "  the 
tenant  of  the  land  may  have  his  action."  The  reason  is  obvious, 
no  personal  right  of  the  commoner  has  been  violated.  His  right 
consists  in  having  the  feed  for  his  cattle  in  common  with  all 
others  who  are  equally  entitled,  and  unless  the  declaration  and 
proof  disclose  the  fact,  that  by  reason  of  the  trespass  of  the 
stranger's  cattle,  his  cattle  have  been  deprived  of  proper  feed,  he 
has  sustained  no  loss  or  damage,  neither  has  his  right  been 
injured.  The  stranger,  by  his  trespass,  acquires  no  right  even 
by  long  and  continued  trespasses  as  against  the  commoner. 

It  is  only  the  tenant  of  the  land  against  whom  he  can  acquire 
a  right  by  long  and  adverse  user,  and  it  is  only  the  tenant's  right 
that  can  thereby  be'  defeated.  But  when,  by  reason  of  the 
stranger's  cattle  being  upon  the  common,  the  commoner's  cattle 
have  less  feed  than  is  necessary,  then  the  commoner's  right 
is  injured,  and  he  may  have  his  special  action  therefor.  The 
rule  is,  that  damage  and  injury  must  both  be  proved,  except 
where  a  private  right  is  injured,  that  may  be  lost  by  the  laches 
of  the  individual.  In  2  Brownl.  148,  H.  pi.  49,  the  author 
lays  down  the  doctrine  thus,  and  it  is  adopted  by  the  court 
in  Robert  Ma/ry's  Case,  sujjra,  and  also  in  Pitt  v.  Lewis,  K.  B., 
referred  to  by  Sergeant  Hill  in  his  edition  of  Cokeys  Reports : 
"  If  my  servant  is  beat,  I  shall  not  have  an  action  for  this  battery, 
unless  the  battery  is  so  great  that,  by  reason  thereof,  I  lose  the 
eervice  of  my  servant ;  but  the  servant  himself,  for  every  small 
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battery,  shall  have  an  action,  and  the  reason  is,  that  the  master 
has  not  any  damage  by  the  personal  beating  of  his  servant,  except 
by  reason  thereof  he  loses  his  services,  so  that  the  canse  of  his 
action  does  not  depend  upon  the  original  act,  but  upon  the  conse- 
quence of  it,"  The  master's  right  is  to  the  service  of  his 
servant,  and  no  injury  to  the  servant  that  does  not  deprive  him 
of  that  right  can  be  construed  as  an  injury  to  the  master. 

Sec.  658.  The  rule  anciently  adopted  by  the  courts,  in  refer- 
ence to  injuries  from  the  violation  of  private  rights,  will  not 
justify  the  conclusion  that  they  ever  intended  to  hold  that  where 
a  private  right  was  injured  by  a  public  nuisance,  there'  should  be 
no  private  remedy,  however  small  the  damage.  For  all  through 
the  reports  we  lind  instances,  without  number,  where  the  courts 
have  upheld  actions  for  injuries  to  private  rights,  even  where  no 
damages  were  proved,  showing  the  nicest  regard  for  individual 
rights,  and  building  up  a  system  for  their  protection  that  com 
mands  the  admiration  and  respect  of  all  mankind.^ 

Sec.  659.  The  distinction  intended  to  be  ob-erved  by  the  courts 
is  well  expressed  in  Robert  Mary's  Case,  supra  :  "  It  is  true  that 
for  a  nuisance  in  the  highway,  without  special  damage,  none  shall 
have  a  special  action,  for  it  is  not  damnum,  privatum  (private 
damage),  but  damnum  commune  (common  damage),  and,  there- 
fore, it  ought  only  to  be  punished  and  reformed  at  the  king's 
suit,  for  a  public  nuisance  shall  not  be  reformed  at  the  suit  of  a 
private  party,  for  the  damage  is  not  private,  but  public." 

Sec.  660.  J^ow,  it  will  be  observed,  that  the  court  refers  to 
public  nuisances  in  the  highway,  and  gives  as  a  reason  why  a 
private  party  shall  not  have  his  private  remedy,  except  he  be 
specially  damaged,  that  such  damage  is,  in  its  own  nature,  public, 
and  not  private.  But  if  the  person  injured  by  the  nuisance  in  a 
highway,  as  by  an  obstruction  by  which  he  was  only  delayed  in 
his  journey,  or  from  which  he  had  sustained  no  special  damage 


'  Ashby  v  .White,  3  Ld.  Ravm.  1024  ; 
Wells  V.  Watting,  3  Bl.  1233 ;  Williams 
V.  Morland,  3  B.  &  C.  919 ;  Bronge  v. 
More,  Styles,  428 ;  Avre  -y.  Pyn- 
combe,  id.  164;  Williains'  Case,  3 
Coke.  147 ;  Hohson  v.  Tood,  4  T.  R.  78 ; 


Iveson  V.  Moore,  1  Ld.  Raym.  486 
Smith  V.  Fernall,  3  Mod.  6 ;  Hassard  o 
Cantrell,  1  Lut.  107 ;  Mellor  v.  Spate- 
man,  3  Saund.  346  ;  Atkinson  ■».  LunB- 
dale,  3  Wils.  390  ;  Greenshaw  v.  Illsey 
Willes,  619. 
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at  all,  except  an  interruption  of  his  public  right,  sets  up  in  his 
declaration  that  he  or  his  grantors  had  a.  private  way  over  the 
highway  before  it  became  a  highway,  then  the  person  setting  up 
this  private  right  may  maintain  his  private  action  for  the  injury 
to  his  private  right,  and  that,  even  though  he  has  suffered  no 
special  damage ;  and  the  distinction  is,  that  although  he  has  sus- 
tained no  actual  damage,  yet  he  sustains  an  injury  not  common 
to  the  public,  because,  in  addition  to  the  right  he  has  acquired  to 
travel  over  the  road  as  one  of  the  public,  he  has  also  a  private 
right  of  way  that  outlasts  the  public  right,  and  that  may  be  lost 
by  laches  on  his  part  in  asserting  and  maintaining.  This  was 
held  in  the  case  of  Allen  v.  Ormond,  8  East,  4,  and  is  sustained 
by  a  multitude  of  authorities.  In  Wdls  v.  Wailing,  2  Black.  1233, 
this  idea  that  wherever  a  person  has  a  private  right,  independent 
of,  or  in  addition  to,  the  public,  that  may  be  lost  by  adverse  user, 
the  party  whose  right  is  injured  may  have  his  private  action,  even 
though  he  sustairis  no  actual  damage,  is  fully  sustained.  |b| 

Sec.  661.  So,  also,  in  Hobson  v.  Todd,  4  T.  E..  73,  which  was 
an  action  on  the  case  in  favor  of  one  commoner  against  another 
for  surcharging  a  common,  Buller,  J.,  after  referring  to  the 
decision  in  Robert  Mary's  Case,  says :  "  There  is  another  ground 
on  which  this  action  may  be  supported,  which  is,  that  the  plain- 
tiff's right  has  been  injured ;  and  if  a  commoner  cannot  bring 
such  an  action  as  this  because  his  cattle  had  grass  enough  to  pre- 
vent them  from  starving,  he  must  permit  a  wrong-doer  like  the 
defendant  to  gain  a  right  against  him  by  possession.  Here  the 
plaintiff  has  proved  all  his  declaration,  by  proving  his  right  of 
common,  and  that  the  defendant  has  put  on  more  cattle  than  he 
had  a  right  to."  And  Grose,  J.,  concurred  in  this  opinion,  and 
said :  "  I  am  not  inclined  to  encourage  this  action  on  any  other 
ground  than  that  mentioned  by  my  brother  Buller,  namely, 
that  if  it  infringe  the  right  of  common  of  B,  it  is  necessary  that 
B  should  have  A's  right  ascertained,  otherwise  this  wrongful  act 
would,  in  process  of  time,  become  evidence  of  his  right."  '     If  a 

'  In   Pindar  v.  Wadsworth,  2   East,  diet  for  the  plaintiff,  fixing  the  damage 

145,  which   was  an   action   against  a  at  only  one  farthing,  the  court  refused 

stranger  for  taking  manure  from  the  to  enter  a  nonsuit,  upon   the  ground 

common,  the  jury  having  found  a  ver-  that  the  jury,  by  their  verdict,  decided 
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special,  individual  right  is  injured,  an  action  lies  if  there  be  any 
damage,  however  small  in  amount,  but  in  order  to  uphold  the 
action  there  must  be  some  damage,  as  damnum  et  injuria  must 
both  be  alleged  and  proved,  but  if  there  be  a  clear  violation  of  a 
right,  damage  is  presumed,  to  the  extent  necessary  to  support  it. 
In  Bronge  v.  More,  Styles,  428,  the  same  doctrine  was  held, 
with  this  addition,  that  the  commoner  may  distrain  the  beasts  of 
the  stranger,  and  need  not  show  that  he  sustained  any  damage. 


Sec.  662.  Thus,  without  stopping  to  review  the  multitude  of 
early  cases  in  which  this  principle  was  universally  recognized  and 
sustained,  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  whenever  a  person's  private  rights, 
such  as  rights  to  air,  water,  light  or  those  that  have  been  acquired 
by  grant  or  prescription,  are  so  injured  by  a  wrongful  use  of 
property  by  another,  or  by  his  wrongful  personal  act,  the  person 
whose  right  is  so  injured  may  maintain  his  action  therefor,  even 
tliough  the  act  is  a  public  nuisance.  Whenever  a  person's  indi- 
vidual rights,  rights  that  are  not  derived  from,  or  dependent  upon 
the  will  of  the  public,  are  injured,  this  is  such  special  injury  as 
entitles  him  to  damage  to  sustain  the  right.  But  there  are  a 
class  of  cases  where  the  use  of  property  by  another,  while  it  pro- 
duces an  actual  public  injury,  at  the  same  time  injures  private 
rights,  and  where  it  may  be  said  that  the  very  essence  of  the 
offense  consists  in  the  aggregation  of  this  invasion  of  private 
rights.  An  offense  which,  if  it  embraced  within  the  sphere  of  its 
operations  but  a  few  persons,  would  be  a  private  nuisance  simply, 
but  which,  by  its  location,  extends  its  wrongful  effects  upon  so 
many  persons,  that  it  becomes  a  public  offense  also.  This  class 
of  wrongs,  of  whatever  nature  or  effect,  that  invade  private 
rights  as  well  as  puhlio,  always  have  been,  and  always  can  be, 
redressed  by  suits  in  favor  of  those  whose  private  rights  are 
invaded,  even  though  it  opens  the  door  to  a  multitude  of  actions 


that  the  plaintiff's  right  had  been  vio- 
lated. See  Williams  v.  Morland,  2  B. 
&  C.  916.  Lord  Deistman  in  Lockwood 
V.  Wood,  6  Q.  B.  69  ;  Wells  v.  Watling, 
3  Black.  Rep.  1235.  In  Hobson  v. 
Todd,  4  T.  R.  73,  Buller,  J.,  says :  "  It 
has  been  said  by  one  of  the  counsel 
that  the  plaintiff  must  prove  a  serious 
injury,   relying    upon    the   words   of 


Bl'ackstone,  J.  But  the  expression 
■used  by  the  judge  does  not  warrant 
such  a  construction,  for  it  did  not  ap- 
pear that  the  plaintiff  had  a  single 
beast  which  he  could  put  on  the  com- 
mon. The  only  question  is,  whether 
any  injury  has  been  done  by  the  de- 
fendant to  the  plaintiff." 
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for  the  same  wrongful  act.  The  distinction  is  this :  Where  a 
private,  personal  right  is  invaded,  the  very  fact  of  its  invasion 
"  imports  a  consequent  damage."  '  A  man  cannot  stand  by  and 
suffer  another  to  corrupt  the  atmosphere  in  the  neighborhood  of 
his  dwelling,  to  make  and  maintain  an  erection  that  shuts  out  the 
light  from  his  ancient  windows,  or  to  divert  the  water  of  a  natural 
stream  that  should  flow  to  him  undiminished  in  quantity  and 
unpolluted  in  quality ;  if  he  does,  his  natural  rights  are  lost,  and 
become  modified  by,  and  burdened  with,  this  unlawful  use  by 
another."  Therefore,  any  injury  to  such  private  rights,  even 
though  its  effects  are  so  general  as  to  bring  it  within  the  rule  as 
to  public  nuisances,  are  such  special  and  particular  damage  as 
brings  the  party  within  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  rule  in 
reference  to  suits  for  injuries  arising  from  public  nuisances.' 


Sec.  663.  The  case  of  Wesson  v.  The  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13 
Allen  (Mass.),  95;  was  an  action  for  damages  occasioned  by  the 
dust,  smoke,  noise  and  jarring  effects  of  the  defendant's  works, 
located  near  the  plaintiff's  dwelling-house  or  inn,  the  operations 
of  the  machinery  in  which,  were  such  as  to  shake  and  greatly 
injure  the  plaintiff's  building,  and  the  cinders,  dust  and  smoke 
from  which  at  times  filled  the  house  to  such  an  extent  as  to  nearly 
suffocate  the  occupants,  and  for  injuries  from  the  dust  and  cinders, 
which  would  at  times  settle  on  the  furniture  and  blacken  the 
walls  of  the  building,  by  reason  of  which  the  plaintiff  claimed 
that  she  lost  great  gains  from  her  inn,  and  that  the  rental  value 
of  her  premises  were  greatly  reduced.  It  was  insisted  by  the 
defendants  (and  it  seemed  to  be  conceded  on  the  trial)  that  the 
extent  of  these  effects  were  such,  that  the  works  were  a  public 
nuisance,  and  it  was  claimed  by  the  defendant  that  consequently. 


'Lord  Holt  in  Ash  by  v.  White,  3 
Ld.  Raym.  1093;  Spooner  v.  McConnell, 

1  McL.  (U.  S.  C.  C.)  388 ;  Wells  ";.  Wat- 
ling,  2  Bl.  1233  ;  Pindar  v.  Wadsworth, 

2  East,  155.  Grose,  J.,  in  Hobson  v. 
Todd,  3  East,  161;  Tunbridge  Wells 
Dippers,  3  Wilson,  432. 

■  Bankhardt  v.  Houghton,  37  Beav. 
425;  Crossley  v.  Lightowler,  L.  R.,  3 
Eq.  Cas.  379  ;  Hunt  c.  Peake,  29  L.  J. 
(Ch.)  785  ;  Brown  v.  Windsor,  1  Cr.  & 
J.    37;    Rogers   v.  Tayler,    27    L.    J. 


(Exch.)  165.;  Sampson  v.  Hodinott,  86 
id.  148 ;  Saunders  v.  Newman,  B.  &  Aid. 
261 ;  Gaved  v.  Martyn,  84  L.  J.  (C.  P.) 
358. 

^  Grigsby  «.  Clear  Lake  Co.,  40  Gal. 
396  ;  Wesson  v.  Washburne  Iron  Co., 
13  Allen  (Mass.),  95  ;  Rex  v.  Dewsnap, 
16  East,  ;  Acton  v.  Blundell,  11  M.  & 
W.  349  ;  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  B.  &  Ad.  1 ; 
Wright  V.  Howard,  1  Sim.  &  Stu.  190; 
Tvler  V.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason  (U.  S.), 
401 ;  Runnels  v.  Bullen,  3  N.  H.  533. 
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no  recovery  could  be  had  by  the  plaintiff.  A  verdict  was  rendered 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  in  the  Supreme  Court,  Bigelow,  J.,  gave 
expression  to  the  rule  to  be  observed  in  such  cases,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  There  are  a  class  of  cases  in  which  the  essence  of  the 
wrong  consists  in  an  invasion  of  private  rights,  and  in  which  the 
public  offense  is  committed,  not  merely  by  doing  an  act  which 
causes  injury,  annoyance  and  discomfort  to  one  or  several  persons 
who  may  come  within  the  sphere  of  its  operations  or  influence, 
but  by  doing  it  in  such  a  place,  and  in  such  a  manner,  that  the 
aggregate  of  private  injuries  become  so  great,  and  extensive,  as 
to  constitute  a  public  annoyance  and  inconvenience,  and  a  wrong 
against  the  community,  which  may  properly  become  the  subject 
of  a  public  prosecution. 

But  it  never  has  been  held,  so  far  as  we  know,  that  in  cases  of 
this  character  the  injury  to  private  property  or  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  individuals  becomes  merged  in  the  public  wrong  so 
as  to  take  away  from  the  persons  injured  the  rights  which  they 
would  otherwise  have,  to  maintain  actions  to  recover  damages 
which  each  may  have  sustained  in  his  person  or  estate  from  such 
wrongful  acts.  Nor  would  such  a  doctrine  be  supported  by  sound 
princi])le.  Carried  out  practically,  it  would  deprive  persons  of  all 
redress  for  injuries  to  property  or  health,  or  for  personal  convey- 
ance and  discomfort  in  all  cases  where  the  nuisance  was  so  gen- 
eral as  to  be  the  legitimate  subject  of  public  prosecution,  so  that 
in  effect  a  wrong-doer  would  escape  all  liability  to  make  indem- 
nity for  private  injury  by  carrying  on  an  offensive  trade  or  occu- 
pation in  such  a  place  and  manner  as  to  cause  injury  and  annoy- 
ance to  a  sufiicient  number  of  persons  to  create  a  common 
nuisance." 

Injury  to  one's  private  properPy  or  to  his  health  or  comfort  is 
special.  The  rule  of  damage  is,  that  if,  by  reason  of  a  public 
nuisance,  a  man  is  compelled  to  rent  his  premises,  if  at  all,  for  a 
less  sum  than  they  would  command  except  for  the  nuisance,  the 
recovery  should  be  limited  to  the  actual  loss  in  their  rental  value. 
If  the  nuisance  was  of  that  character  that  the  premises  could  not 
be  rented  at  all,  the  rule  would  be  for  damages  to  the  amount  of 
the  actual  rental  value  of  the  premises,  if  no  nuisance  existed. 

If  a  dwelling  actually  occupied  by  the  defendant  and  his 
87 
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family  becomes  uninhabitable  by  reason  of  the  nuisance,  the 
damages  would  be  limited  to  the  actual  rental  value  of  the  dwell- 
ing during  the  time  that  it  was  unoccupied,  together  with  such 
actual  expenses  as  were  incident  to  the  party's  removal  there- 
from.' 


Sec.  664:.  As  a  further  illustration  of  the  application  of  the 
rule,  and  as  showing  what  classes  of  injuries  arising  from  public 
nuisances,  courts  have  usually  regarded  as  entitling  a  party  to  his 
remedy,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  give  extracts  from  some 
of  the  cases  in  which,  it  has  been  held  that  no  such  special  injury 
was  shown  as  entitled  a  party  to  his  private  remedy,  as  I  deem 
this  the  best  method  of  illustrating  the  rule,  as  each  case  must 
necessarily  stand  upon  its  own  merits,  and  no  general  rules  can 
oe  given  that  are  applicable  to  all.  It  is  easy  to  say  "  that  a 
person  may  have  an  action  to  recover  damages  arising  from  a 
public  nuisance,  that  are  special  and  particular  to  him,  and  that 
are  not  a  part  of  the  common  injury,"  but  that  does  not  afford 
the  light  needed.  The  question  is,  what  damages  are  regarded 
as  special  and  particular,  and  what  are  not,  and  this  can  be  best 
answered  by  reference  to  what  has  been  done  and  held  by  the 
courts  in  particular  cases. 

Sec.  665.  In  the  case  of  Seeley  v.  Bishop,  19  Conn.  135, 
which  was  an  action  for  an  obstruction  of  a  navigable  creek  and 
a  private  way,  so  as  to  prevent  the  plaintiff,  as  well  as  others 
owning  lands  on  the  creek,  from  using  the  same,  as  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  do,  to  take  away  their  hay  and  the  products  of  their 
farms.  The  court  say  :  "  As  to  the  obstruction  of  the  creek,  it 
appeared  that  it  was  used  for  landing  and  floating  boats  loaded 
with  hay.  This  was  a  public  highway,  and  if  the  plaintiff's 
injuries  are  such  as  would  entitle  him  to  recover  ordinarily,  what 
peculiar  damage  has  he  sustained  that  would  entitle  him  to  a 
recovery  in  a  civil  suit  ?  If  he  can  sue,  so  can  every  man  who 
owns  land  on  the  creek ;  or  were  it  a  river,  every  man  who  owns 
land  on  its  banks.     The  public  authorities  alone  can  complain  of 

'  Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13  Froment,  47  Cal.  165,  as  to  rule  of 
Allen  (Mass.),  95  ;  Francis  v.  Schoell-  damages  when  the  plaintiff  occupies 
kopp  f ,  53  N.  T.  153.     But  see  Potter  v.    the  premises  himself. 
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a  nuisance  while  it  remains  public  and  general,  while  any  indi- 
vidual may  sue  for  a  particular  injury  sustained  by  him."  ' 

In  this  case,  it  is  held  that  inasmuch  as  the  injury  occasioned 
by  the  obstruction  is  common  to  all  who  own  property  on  the 
creek,  as  they  all  used  its  waters  for  the  same  purpose,  and  the 
injury  results  simply  from  the  obstruction,  no  special  damage 
having  been  shown,  but  the  whole  damage,  if  any,  resting  in  con- 
templation, the  plaintiff  sustained  no  such  particular  damage, 
apart  from  the  rest  of  the  public,  as  would  entitle  him  to  main- 
tain an  action  for  individual  damage. 

If  the  plaintiff  had  had  a  private  right  of  passage  over  the 
creek,  growing  out  of  his  relation  to  it  as  riparian  owner,  and 
had  actually  been  prevented  from  transporting  his  products  over 
it,  and  thus  been  subjected  to  loss,  in  time  or  money,  a  different 
question  would  have  been  presented.  But  neither  the  bill  nor 
the  evidence  disclosed  any  special  ground  of  injury.  The  right 
claimed  and  alleged  to  be  obstructed,  was  the  common  right  of 
passage,  and  not  a  special  or  particular  right  growing  out  of  his 
relation  to  the  creek,  either  as  riparian  owner,  or  by  grant  or 
prescription. 

Sec.  666.  In  O'Brien  v.  The  Norwich  and  Worcester  R.  R. 
Co.,  IT  Conn.  371,  which  was  a  bill  in  equity  to  enjoin  the 
defendants  from  erecting  their  railroad  so  as  to  obstruct  the 
navigation  of  a  certain  cove,  down  which  the  plaintiff  and  others 
had  always  been  accustomed  to  pass  with  boats  and  vessels  to  the 
sea  itself,  Watie,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
says :  "  This  bill  is  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  a  private  indi\ddual, 
to  restrain  the  extension  of  the  defendant's  railroad  over  the 
Poquellannock  cove,  an  arm  of  the  sea. 

In  a  very  recent  case,  we  had  occasion  to  examine  the  prin- 
ciples which  govern  suits  of  eqijity  in  cases  of  this  kind,  and  after 
a  careful  examination  of  the  authorities,  we  held  that  a  bill  in 
equity  will  not  be  entertained  for  an  injunction  against  a  public 
nuisance,  unless  it  shows  that  the  plaintiff  will  sustain  a  special 
and  particular  damage  from  it ;  an  injury  distinct  from  that  done 

'  But,  contra,  see  Lansing  v.  Smith,    316  ;  Carpenter  v.  Mann,  17  Wis.  155  ; 
4   Wend.   (N.  T.    S.  C.)  10 ;    Winter-    Blanc  v.  Klumpke,  27  Cal.  156. 
bottom  V.  Lord  Derby,  L.  R.,  2  Exch. 
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to  the  plaintiff  at  large.  *  *  *  If  this  road,  when  built,  will 
become  a  public  nuisance  upon  the  cove,  the  next  inquiry  is, 
what  special  damage  will  the  plaintiff  sustain  —  what  injury  dis- 
tinct from  that  done  to  the  public  at  large  ?  He  says  that  the 
right  to  pass  up  and  down  that  cove  is  a  common  right,  the 
enjoyment  of  which  is  valuable  to  the  plaintiff,  both  in  respect 
to  trade  and  commerce,  the  building  and  launching  of  vessels, 
and  for  agricultural  purposes  and  fisheries;  and  that  he  is  in 
danger  of  being  deprived  of  his  lawful  right  to  navigate  the  same, 
unless  relieved  by  the  court  as  a  court  of  equity.  The  same 
injury  might  result  to  every  other  citizen  who  might  have  occa- 
sion to  pass  up  and  down  that  cove  for  similar  purposes.  He 
does  state  that  his  residence  is  in  the  village  at  the  head  of  the 
cove ;  but  he  complains  of  an  injury  that  will  be  done  to  his  house, 
wharf  or  his  land  by  means  of  the  defendant's  road.  He  will 
merely  be  deprived  of  his  right  to  navigate  public  waters, 
common  to  him  "and  all  others,  as  he  otherwise  might.  For 
such  an  injury,  it  is  for  the  government  to  interfere  and  not  a 
private  individual  The  court  could  then  look  to  the  rights  of 
the  whole  community,  and  not  to  the  rights  of  a  single  i]  di- 
vidual." ' 


Sec.  Q67.  In  this  case,  the  only  injury  complained  of  was  the 
injury  to  the  common  right  of  navigation. 

If  the  bill  had  shown  that,  by  reason  of  the  obstruction,  he 
had  been  deprived  of  access  to  his  dwelling,  to  his  ship-yard  or 
to  a  private  wharf,'  th^  value  of  his  dwelling  or  property  would 
be  greatly  reduced,  or  his  business  be  seriously  injured  or  de- 
stroyed, that  would  have  been  such  special  damage  as  would  have 
entitled  him  to  his  remedy." 

Sec.  668.  In  Higbee  v.  Camden  and  Aniboy  R.  R.  Co.,  19  N. 


'  Attorney-General  v.  Johnson,  2 
Wils.  Ch.  87 ;  Attorney-General  v. 
Forbes,  3  M.  &  C.  123";  Corning  v. 
Lowerre,  6  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  439 ; 
Spencer  v.  London  &  Birmingham  R. 
R.  Co.,  8  Sim.  293  ;  Coates  v.  Clarence 
R.  R.  Co.,  1  Russ.  &  My.  181 ;  Rex  v. 
Dewsnap,  16  East,  194 ;  Attorney- 
General  v.  Cleaver,  18  Ves.  311 ;  Attor- 


ney-General V.  Utica  Land  Co.,  2  Johns. 
Ch.  (N.  Y.)  878. 

'^  Frink  v.  Lawrence,  20  Conn .  120 , 
Clark  V.  Saybrook,  21  id.  319  ;  New 
London  ».  Brainard,  33  id.  554. 

^  Stetson  V.  Faxon,  19  Pick.  (Mass. 
147;  Thayer  v.  Boston,  id.  511 ;  Iveson 
V.  Moore, 1  Ld.  Raym.  486  ;  Maynell  v 
Saltmarsh,  1  Keb.  847. 
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J,  Ch.  (C.  E.  Green)  278,  the  plaintiff  complained  that  the 
defendants  had  leased,  of  the  proper  authorities  of  the  city  of 
Burlington,  so  much  of  Broad  street  as  might  be  necessary  for 
an  additional  track  along  said  street,  and  a  depot  building  and 
platform  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers.  The  building 
was  to  be  erected  within  39  feet  of  the  complainant's  premises 
and  would  narrow  the  passage  to  12  feet  at  one  point ;  but  a  track 
of  27  feet  was  to  be  kept  clear  between  the  track  and  the  north 
curbstone ;  but  it  was  intended  to  erect  a  platform  10  feet  wide 
along  the  track  on  part  of  the  complainant's  lot,  which  would  be 
on  the  south  side  of  the  center  of  the  street,  and  would  leave  a 
passage  for  carriages  24  feet  wide. 

The  plaintiff  predicated  his  claim  for  an  injunction  upon  two 
grounds  :  First,  that  the  proposed  erections  on  the  public  street 
were  illegal  and  a  nuisance;  and,  second,  that  the  defendant  pro- 
posed to  take  his  property  without  compensation.  The  court 
says :  "  An  individual  cannot  maintain  a  suit  to  restrain  a  nui- 
sance which  injures  him  only  in  rights  enjoyed  by  him  as  one  of 
the  public.  In  such  case  an  information  must  be  filed  for  the 
public  in  the  name  of  the  Attorney-General,  on  behalf  of  the  State. 
If  the  complainants  own  the  soil  to  the  middle  of  the  street  in 
front  of  their  laud,  the  injury  to  that  is  to  the  rights  of  the  com- 
plainants as  individuals,  and  not  of  part  of  the  public,  and  this  suit 
is  the  proper  form  of  remedy.  But  on  all  other  parts  of  the 
street  their  right  is  only  in  common  with  the  public ;  they,  like 
all  other  citizens,  have  a  right  to  i)ass  over  the  street,  and  the 
injury  to  them  in  being  deprived  of  this  right  is  suffered  by  the 
rest  of  the  public,  and  it  makes  no  difference  that  they  would 
probably  have  more  occasion  to  use  that  part  of  the  street  than 
the  rest  of  the  public  would.  The  injury  would  still  consist  in 
their  being  deprived  of  the  enjoyment  of  a  common  public  right, 
which  is  not  their  private  property. 

"  They  are  not  deprived  of  acoess  to  their  lands,  which  would 
be  an  injury  peculiar  to  them.  They  are  not  deprived  of  any 
rights  or  easement  which  they  are  entitled  to  as  owners  of  the 
property.  *  *  *  For  an  erection  proposed,  not  on  that  part 
o  the  street  in  front  of  their  lands,  they  cannot  have  relief, 
whether  such  use  of  the  street  he  lawful  or  riot  J''' 
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An  injunction  was  granted  restraining  the  proposed  use  of  that 
part  of  the  street  in  front  of  the  plaintiff's  lands. 

Sec.  669.  In  Stetson  v.  Faxon,  19  Pick.  (Mass.)  147,  the 
defendant  having  erected  a  warehouse  projecting  several  feet  into 
the  public  street,  and  beyond  the  plaintiii's  warehouse  standing 
near,  on  the  line  of  the  street,  whereby  it  was  obscured  and 
travel  was  diverted  to  a  distance  from  it,  and  it  thereby  became 
less  eligible  as  a  place  of  business,  and  in  consequence  thereof  the 
plaintiff  was  compelled  to  rent  it  for  a  much  less  price  than  for- 
merly, it  was  held  by  the  court  that  this  was  sufficient  special 
damage  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  his  private  action,  although 
the  defendant's  building  was  a  public  nuisance.^ 

Sec.  670,  Any  obstruction  of  a  vested  right,  whether  the 
obstruction  is  a  public  nuisance  or  not,  is  such  a  special  injury  as 
will  support  an  action  at  the  suit  of  an  individual.''  As  any  erec- 
tion made  or  obstruction  placed  upon  that  part  of  a  highway  or 
public  street,  in  which  the  party  complaining  owns  the  fee. 
Nor  is  it  necessary  that  the  erection  or  obstruction  should 
work  an  injury  to  the  reversion.  The  owner  of  the  adjoining 
lands  is  the  owner  of  the  fee  in  the  highway  or  street  contiguous 
thereto,  and  the  public  only  has  an  easement  therein,  and  can 
only  use  the  same  for  such  purposes  as  are  legitimately  incident 
thereto  for  the  purposes  of  public  travel.' 

The  owner  of  the  fee  may  maintain  ejectment  against  one  who 
appropriates  any  part  of  the  street,*  or  trespass  against  any  one 
who  exercises  his  right  of  transit  over  the  same  in  an  unreason- 
able manner/ 


1  Thayer  «.  Boston,  19  Pick.  (Mass.) 
511  ;  Ayer  v.  Pyncombe,  Styles,  164 ; 
Williams  v.  Morland,  2  Barn.  &  Cress. 
916  ;  Hobson  v.  Todd,  4  T.  R.  13.  De- 
crease ia  the  rental  value  of  premises 
by  a  nuisance  is  a  special  injury.  Fran- 
cis V.  Schoellkoppf ,  53  N.  Y.  153  ;  Knox 
®.  Mayor,  etc.,  55  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.) 
404  ;  Rose  «.  Groves,  1  Law  Rep.,  C.  B., 
781. 

-  Kelk  V.  Pearson,  L.  R.,  6  Ch.  App. 
16  ;  Dent  v.  Auction  Mar.  Co.,  L.  R. ,  2 
Eq.  238;  Martin  v.  Headon,  id.  425; 
Ashby  V.  White,  2  Ld.  Rayd.  1093 ; 
Pav-y.  Prentice,  1  C.B.  (N.  S.)821;  Wells 


•0.  Waiting,  2  Blackst.  1233  ;  Hobson  «. 
Todd,  4  T.  R.  71;  Pindar  v.  Wads- 
worth,  2  East,  165;  Williams'?).  Mor- 
land, 2  Barn.  &  Cress.  916  ;  Bronge  v. 
More,  Styles,  428. 

^  Perley  v.  Chandler,  6  Mass.  454 ; 
Jackson  v.  Hathaway,  15  Johns.  (N.Y.) 
447  ;  Holden  v.  Shattuck,  34  Vt.  336  ; 
Jackson  «.  Wilkinson,  3  B.  &  Cr.  413. 

*  Perley  v.  Chandler,  6  Mass.  454. 

5  Hunt  V.  Rich,  38  Me.  195 ;  Ruggles 
V.  Leoure,  24  Pick.  (Mass.)  187  ;  Adams 
«.  Rivers,  1  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  890, 
where  it  was  held  that  the  owner  of 
the  fee  might  maintain  trespass  against 
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Therefore,  he  may  maintain  a  private  action  for  any  illegal 
obstruction  thereof  placed  upon  any  part  of  a  street  in  which  he 
owns  the  fee.  This  right  has  been  recognized  in  numerous  well- 
considered  cases  decided  in  the  courts  of  this  country,  and  is  sus- 
tained by  well-recognized  principles.' 

Sec.  671.  If  a  man  sustains  a  personal  injury,  or  an  injury  to 
his  property  from  an  obstruction  in  a  highway  being  himself  in 
the  exercise  of  due  care,  he  may  maintain  an  action  therefor 
against  the  person  creating  it." 

Sec.  672.  So  if  by  reason  of  an  obstruction  in  a  highway  and 
being  compelled  to  go  a  circuitous  route,  he  fails  in  the  perform- 
ance of  a  legal  duty,  or  sustains  damage  by  being  unable  to  per- 
form a  contract,^  or  if  by  reason  of  an  obstruction  he  sustains 
particular  damage  in  the  labor  of  himself  or  his  servants  in 
removing  the  obstruction."  So  if  there  be  but  one  highway  lead- 
ing to  a  person's  premises  and  it  is  obstructed  so  that  customers 
cannot  come  to  his  inn,  or  to  buy  his  wares,  or  whereby  he  is 
deprived  of  free  access  to  his  premises,  an  action  will  lie."* 

Si;c.  673.  So  also,  if  by  reason  of  an  obstruction  in  a  highway 
people  are  turned  aside  over  one's  lands  whereby  his  crops  are 
injured,*  and  the  party  so  sustaining  damage  may  have  his  action 
against  the  person  erecting  the  obstruction  for  all  the  damage, 
upon  the  principle  that  every  man  is  answerable  for  all  the  prob- 
able or  natural  consequences  of  his  wrongful  act. 

Sec.  674.  Mere  delay  in  a  journey,  or  being  turned  aside 
and  compelled  to  take  a  circuitous  route,  or  mere  loss  of  a  journey 

^  Bendlones  v.  Kemp,  cited  in  Cro. 
Eliz.  664  ;  Fowler  v.  Sanders,  Cro.  Jac. 
446;  Butterf ield  v.  Forrester,  11  East,60. 

3  Lansings.  Smitli, 8  Cow.  162;  Greas- 
ley  ».  Codling,  Bing.  263. 

*  Rose  V.  Miles,  4  M.  &  S.  101 ;  Pierce 
V.  Dart,  7  Cow.  (N.  T.)  609  ;  Hart  v.  Bas- 
sett,  T.  Jones,  156  ;  Qliicliester  v.  Leth- 
bridge,  Willes,  73  ;  Hughes  v.  Heiser, 
1  Binney  (Penn.),  463. 

6  Rose  V.  Groves,  1  L.  R.  C.  B.  781. 

*  Maynell  v.  Saltmarsh,  1  Keble, 
847. 


a  person  standing  upon  the  walk  in 
front  of  his  premises  using  abusive 
language  toward  him.  He  stood  there 
about  five  minutes.  The  doctrine  of 
this  case  however  may  fairly  be  ques- 
tioned, and  is  contrary  to  the  principles 
enunciated  in  a  large  class  of  cases. 
See  O'Linda  v.  Lathrop,  21  Pick.  (Mass.) 
292. 

1  Davis  V.  Mayor,  etc.,  12  N.  Y.  506 
Williams  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  id.  97  ;  Bab 
cock  D.   Lamb,   1    Cow.   (N.   Y.)   238 
Tucker  v.  Eldred,  6  R.  I.  404  ;  Chess  v. 
Manown,  8  Watts.  219. 
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by  reason  of  an  obstruction,  unattended  by  any  special  damage, 
is  not  sufficient  to  support  an  action,  because  it  is  a  part  of  the 
common  injury,  and  similar  to  that  borne  by  all  who  attempt  to 
pass.  *  But  if  a  person  is  stopped  upon  a  highway  by  an  obstruc- 
tion placed  there  by  some  person  to  prejudice  him  simply,  and  is 
removed  for  others  to  pass,  and  is  only  an  obstruction  as  to  him, 
this  is  a  special  damage." 

Sec.  675.  If  a  highway  is  acquired  by  the  public  by  dedica- 
tion, and  the  plaintiff  or  his  grantors  has  had  a  way  over  it  to 
and  from  his  premises  prior  to  its  adoption  as  a  highway,  it  has 
been  held  that  any  obstruction  thereof,  after  it  becomes  a  high- 
way, is  a  special  injury  to  a  private  right  of  all  those  who  had 
previously  used  it  as  a  way,  and  that  their  private  rights  therein 
were  not  lost  by  its  acceptance  as  a  highway  by  the  public,  but 
that  the  public  took  it  as  a  highway  charged  with  these 
private  rights  of  way,  so  that  an  obstruction  thereof  is  a  pri- 
vate injury  to  them,  such  as  will  enable  them  to  maintain  an 
action,  and  this  position  would  seem  to  be  sustained  by  the  prin- 
ciples announced  in  many  modern  cases  entitled  to  weight  as 
authorities." 


I 


I 


Sec.  676.  It  should  perhaps  be  stated  that  for  personal  injuries 
sustained  by  a  person  by  reason  of  any  nuisance  in  a  highway,  or 
injuries  thereby  inflicted  upon  his  team  or  property,  the  person 
creating  the  nuisance,  as  well  as  the  person  maintaining  it,  is 
always  liable  in  a  civil  action,  if  the  person  injured  was  in  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care  when  the  injury  was  inflicted,  and  no 
degree  of  care  on  the  part  of  tJie  person  erecting  or  maintaining 
the  nuisance,  will  exempt  him  from  liability.  The  act  is  a  wrong- 
ful one,  and  he  is  answerable  for  all  the  consequences  that  flow 


»  Paine  v.  Patricli,  Carth.  191  ;  Fin- 
eux  V.  Hovenden,  Cro.  Eliz.  664;  al- 
though in  this  case  the  judgment  was 
by  a  divided  court.  Clench,  J.,  hold- 
ing that  the  stopping  itself  was  a 
special  damage  to  the  plaintiflf". 

'  See  Lord  Holt's  opinion  in  Iveson 
V.  Moore,  Ld.  Rayd.  486. 

'  Allen  V  Ormond,  8  East,  4 ;  Fisher 
V.  Prowse,  31  L.  J.  Q.B.319;  Cornwall 


V.  Metropolitan  Sewers,  10  Exchq.  771; 
Mercer  v.  Woodgate,  L.  R.  5  Q.  B.  26  ; 
Robbins  v.  J  ones,  33  L.  J.  0.  P.  1; 
Morant  v.  Chamberlain,  30  Law  J.  299; 
Le  Neve  v.  Mile  End  Vestry,  8  El.  & 
Bl.  1063 ;  Arnold  ■«.  Becker,  L.  R.  6  Q. 
B.  433  ;  Parker  «.  Pramingham,  8  Met. 
(Mass.)  260 ;  Smyles  v.  Hasting,  23  N. 
Y.  217. 
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therefrom,  to  a  person  who  is  not  chargeable  with  negligence  by 
reason  of  which  the  injury  is  inflicted. ' 


CHAPTER  NINETEENTH. 


POLLUTION    OF    WATEE. 


Sec.  677.  Right  to  water  in  its  natural  state. 

678.  The  same  right  exists  in  fresh  water  navigable  streams. 

679.  No  distinction  as  to  the  cause  of  the  pollution. 

680.  Distinction  where  the  owner  of  the  banks  does  not  own  the  shore. 

681.  Rule  in  Conservators,  etc.,  v.  Kingston. 
683.  Slight  pollution  not  actionable. 

683.  Stream  having  been  devoted  to  secondary  uses,  does  not  warrant  an 

increase  of  pollution. 

684.  Public  convenience  no  excuse. 

685.  Diificulty  and  expense  of  obviating  no  excuse. 

686.  Distance  from  which  offensive  matter  comes  of  no  account. 

687.  Rule  in  Stockport  Water- works  Co.  v.  Potter. 

688.  Excess  of  user  above  prescriptive  right. 

689.  Right  of  prescription  must  not  be  exceeded. 

690.  Appreciable  increase  requisite,  when. 

691.  When  pollution  will  be  enjoined. 

692.  Actual  damage  not  necessary. 

693.  Erection  of  cess-pools  near  wells. 

694.  Must  violate  primary  or  secondary  right,  distinction  between. 

695.  What  are  primary  uses. 

696.  Artificial  water-courses,  pollution  of. 

697.  Potter  v.  Froment. 

698.  Rendering  water  stagnant. 

699.  Brown  v.  Russell. 

700.  Injuries  to  secondary  uses. 


Sec.  677.  The  right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  have  the  water  of  a 
stream  come  to  him  in  its  natural  purity  is  as  well  recognized  as 
the  right  to  have  it  flow  to  his  land  in  its  usual  flow  and  volume.' 


'  Jones  V.  Chantry,  4  N.  T.  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  (Pars.  Ed.)  63;  Chicago  v.  Rob- 
bins,  2  Black.  (U.  S.  S.  C.)  280. 
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2  Wood  ■».  SutclifEe,  16  Jur.  75 ;  8 
Eng.  Law& Eq.  217 ;  Stockport  Water- 
works Co  V.  Potter,  7  H.  &  N.  159. 


698 


POLLUTION   OF   WATER. 


But  in  reference  to  this,  as  with  the  air,  it  is  not  every  interfer- 
ence with  the  water  that  imparts  impurities  thereto,  that  is  action- 
able,' but  only  such  as  imparts  to  the  water  such  impurities  as 
substantially  impair  its  value  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  life, 
and  render  it  measurably  unfit  for  domestic  purposes,"  or  such 
as  cause  unwholesome  or  offensive  vapors  or  odors  to  arise  from 
the  water,  and  thus  impair  the  comfortable  or  beneficial  enjoy- 
ment of  property  in  its  vicinity,'  or  such  as,  while  producing  no 
actually  sensible  effect  upon  the  water,  are  yet  of  a  character 
calculated  to  disgust  the  senses,  such  as  the  deposit  of  the  carcases 
of  dead  animals  therein,^  or  the  erection  of  privies  over  a  stream,^ 
or  any  other  use  calculated  to  produce  nausea  or  disgust  in  those 
using  the  water  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  life,"  or  such  as 
impair  its  value  for  manufacturing  purposes.' 


Sec.  678.  It  is  a  well-settled  rule  of  law  that  in  order  to  con- 
stitute the  pollution  of  water  a  nuisance,  it  must  be  shown  to  be 
such  as  to  operate  as  a  violation  of  some  right,  either  primary  or 
secondary.  The  mere  fact  that  it  produces  inconvenience  is  not 
sufiicient.  It  must  be  of  such  a  character  and  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  operate  as  an  Actual  invasion  of  a  light.*  The  fact  that  the 
stream  is  a  navigable  stream,  if  non-tidal,  does  not  prevent  a 
recovery  by  an  individual  for  an  injury  resulting  to  him  from  its 
pollution,  for  riparian  owners  upon  such  streams,  as  well  as  the 
public  generally,  have  a  right  to  use  the  waters  of  a  navigable 

pure  and  fit  for  primary  use,  but  the  * 

sewage  matter  discharged  iuto  it, 
killed  the  trout,  and  occasioned  offen- 
sive and  unwholesome  smells.  The 
water  of  the  stream,  although  fit  for 
primary  uses  previously  to  the  erec- 
tion of  the  sewer,  had  never  been 
used  for  that  purpose,  and  as  the  other 
allegations  of  the  complaint  were  not 
proved,  the  court  refused  to  interfere 
by  injunction.  In  Russell  v.  Haig,  3 
Pat.  App.  (Sc.)  403,  the  defendant,  who 
was  a  distiller,  discharged  the  dregs 
from  his  distillery  into  a  stream  fiow- 
ing  through  the  plaintiff's  premises, 
thereby  polluting  the  water.  The 
court  held  that  unless  the  stream  had 
for  twenty  years  been  burdened  with 
the  servitude,  the  discharge  of  such 
refuse  there  was  unlawful. 


'  Attorney-General  v.  Gee,  10  L.  R. 
(Eq.  Cas.)  131. 

2  Millar  v.  Marshall,  5  Mur.  (Sc.)  38. 

^  Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells  Imp. 
Co.,  1  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  349. 

*  Vedder  v.  Vedder,  1  Denio  (N.  J.), 
257 

5  Norton  v.  Schofield,  9  M.  &  W.  663. 

•>  Vedder  v.  Vedder,  ante,  placing  a 
dead  dog  in  a  stream. 

'  Carhart  v.  Auburn  Gas-light  Co., 
23  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  444. 

8  In  Lillywhite  v.  Trimmer,  16  L.  T. 
(N.  S.)  318,  the  plaintiff"  was  the  owner 
of  a  mill  upon  a  stream,  and  the  de- 
fendant, who  was  clerk  of  the  board  of 
health  of  the  town,  had  caused  a  sewer 
to  be  built  which  was  discharged  into 
the  stream.  The  plaintiff  claimed 
that  the  water  had  previously    been 
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stream  for  domestic  purposes,  and  the  pollution  of  such  streams, 
except  such  as  is  necessarily  incident  to  their  uses  for  the  purposes 
of  navigation,  so  as  to  impair  their  value  for  primary  uses,  is  as 
much  a  nuisance  and  actionable  as  though  it  was  not  navigable. ' 
And  the  fact  that  the  water  of  such  a  stream  has  been  polluted 
in  a  similar  way  for  more  than  twenty  years,  does  not  confer  a 
prescriptive  right  to  continue  it,  particularly  when  the  nuisance 
results  from  the  increase  of  the  pollution.  But  in  order  to  make 
out  a  case  of  nuisance  under  such  circumstances,  the  injury  com- 
plained of  must  be  to  us  a  substantial  right,  and  must  result  from 
artificiah  causes  and  from  an  actual  increase  of  the  pollution." 

Sec.  679.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  importance  so  far  as  the  question 
of  liability  is  concerned,  whether  the  pollution  arises  from  pri- 
vate works  or  from  the  drainage  of  towns  into  the  stream  under 
legislative  authority.  If  the  water  of  a  navigable  stream  in 
which  the  tide  does  not  ebb  and  flow,  is  adapted  to  domestic  use, 
the  legislature  has  not  the  power  to  authorize  its  use  in  such  a 
way  as  to  destroy  its  use  by  riparian  owners  for  such  purposes, 
without  compensation,  and  any  authority  of  that  character  will 
be  utterly  inoperative  as  a  defense  to  a  suit  by  a  riparian  owner 
injured  thereby.'  But  the  rule  is  different  when  the  water  has 
been  given  over  to  secondary  uses  entirely.  Thus  in  Merrijield 
V.  Worcester^  110  Mass.  216,  it  was  held  that  where  the  water  of 
a  stream  given  up  to  secondary  uses  was  rendered  less  fit  for 
manufacturing  purposes  by  reason  of  the  discharge  of  the  sew- 


^  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames 
■».  The  Mayor  of  Kingston,  12  L.  T. 
(N.  S.)  667,  in  which  it  was  held  that 
the  discharge  of  sewage  from  a  town 
into  the  river  Thames  so  as  to  render 
it  unfit  for  domestic  uses,  was  a  nui- 
sance. In  Watson  «.The  City  of  Toronto 
Gas-light  and  "Water  Co.,  4  Upper 
Canada  Rep.  158,  the  court  say  that 
"  the  right  which  an  individual  has  to 
the  water  of  a  public  navigable  stream 
in  its  pure  state,  is  not  founded  on  his 
ownership  of  land,  or  of  a  mill  or  house 
adjoining  the  water,  but  simply  upon 
the  same  common-law  right  which 
every  other  individual  has  to  uSe  the 
water  in  its  pure,  unadulterated  state. 
A  person  throwing  offensive  matter 
into  a  navigable  stream  is  liable,  not 


only  to  indictment  but  to  any  individ- 
ual particularly  injured  therebv. 
Wilts  v.  Navigation  Co.,  9  L.  R.  Ch. 
451  ;  City  of  Philadelphia  -e.  Collins, 
68  Penn.  St.  130 ;  Gilmartia  v.  Phila- 
delphia, 71  Penn.  St.  140. 

-  Duke  of  Buccleugh  v.  Coman,  5 
Macph.  (Sc.)  214  ;  39  Jur.  152  ;  Robert- 
son y.  Stewart,  G.  &  M.  (Sc.)  189  ;  Mil- 
lar v.  Marshall,  5  Mur.  (Sc.)  28  ;  Hols- 
man  fl.  Boiling  Springs  Bleaching  Co., 
14  N.  J.  335. 

^  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames 
i).  The  Mayor  of  Kingston,  12  L.T.  (N. 
S.)  667 ;  Carhart  ■».  Auburn  Gas-light 
Co.,  23  Barb.  (N.  T.)  222  ;  Dunn  'c.  Ham- 
ilton, 2  S.  &  McK.  (Sc.)  356  ;  Hudson 
R.  R.  Co.  •».  Loeb,  7  Robt.  (N.  Y.)  248. 
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age  of  a  city  tlierein,  no  recovery  could  be  had,  unless  the  injury 
arose  from  the  faulty  construction  of  the  sewer  itself. 


I 


Sec.  680.  There  are  cases  decided  in  the  courts  of  this  country , 
in  which  the  doctrine  is  advanced,  that  a  riparian  owner  upon  a 
navigable  stream  in  which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  has  no  special 
right  or  interest  in  the  waters  of  such  streams,'  but  it  may  be 
said  that  these  cases  are  not  applicable  to  fresh  water  streams  in 
which,  although  navigable,  the  riparian  owners  own  the  bed  of 
the  stream.'' 


I 


Sec.  681.  In  a  case  in  the  English  courts.  Conservators  of  the 
River  Thames  v.  The  Mayor  of  Kingston^  12  Law  Times  (N". 
S.),  667,  the  court  passed  upon  this  very  question.  "  Riparian 
owners  and  the  public  have  the  right  to  take  water  from  navigable 
streams,"  says  the  court,  "and  the  pollution  of  such  water,  so  as 
to  destroy  their  value  for  primary  purposes  by  leading  into  tlie 
same  the  sewage  of  the  town,  is  a  nuisance,  and  "  adds  the  court, 
' '  the  fact  that  sewage  has  been  sent  there  for  many  years  does 
not  give  a  prescriptive  right  to  continue  it  when,  hy  the  increase 


therein^  it  becomes  a  nuisance 


5?  3 


Sec.  682.  The  rule  seems  to  be,  that  any  pollution  of  the 
water  of  a  stream  that  impairs  its  value  for  domestic  uses  is  a 
nuisance,  and  actional)le  as  such,  but  it  must  not  by  this  be  under- 
stood that  every  pollution  of  the  water  of  a  stream  is  actionable. 
Slight  pollution  arising  from  the  use  of  a  stream,  which  does  not 
essentially  impair  its  value,  is  not  actionable.  Lord  Armitage  in 
Robertson  v.  Stewart^  9  G.  &  M,  (Sc.)  189,  thus  laid  down  the 
rule  applicable  to  this  class  of  injuries  :  "  It  is  not  every  slight 


'  Gould  ®.  Hudson  R.  R.  Co.,  6  N.  T. 
533,  in  which  it  was  held  that  a  ripa- 
rian owner  on  the  banks  of  the  Hud- 
son river,  within  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
the  tides,  had  no  such  rights  in  the 
stream,  that  the  legislature  could  not 
divest  him  of  without  compensation. 
Railroad  Co.  n.  Stevens,  34  N.  J.  533 ; 
3  Am  Rep  369 ;  Tomlin  v.  Dubuque, 
32  lo-wa,  106  ;  7  Am.  Rep.  176. 

*  Conservator  of  the  River  Thames 
c.  Mayor  of  Kingston  13  L,  T    (N.  S.) 


667  ;  Buccleugh  -y.  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works,  5  H.  L.  Cas.  418.  See  note 
to  Tomlin  ».  Dubuque,  7  Am.  Rep.  170; 
Chapman  n.  Oshkosh  Railroad  Co.,  33 
Wis.  639;  Yates  v.  Milwaukee,  10  Wal. 
(U.  S.  S.  C.)  497  ;  Bowman's  Devisees 
«.  Watham,  2  McLean  (C.  C.  IT.  S.), 
376  ;  Turner  v.  Blodgett,  5  Met.  (Mass.) 
246.  See  Chapter  on  Navigable 
Streams. 

2  Sutclifle  V).  Wood,  8  Eng.  Law  «fc 
Eq.  217. 
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pollution  of  the  waters  of  a  stream,  nor  every  disagreeable  odor 
that  is  to  be  dealt  with  as  a  nuisance  and  put  down  by  the 
authority  of  the  law.  The  abatement  of  a  nuisance  does  not 
necessarily  mean  the  entire  and  absolute  removal  of  all  pollution 
of  a  stream,  and  all  disagreeable  odor,  but  such  diminution  of 
pollution  and  of  smell  as  to  render  it  such  as  ought  fairly  and 
reasonably  to  be  submitted  to."  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  slight 
injuries  to  the  water  of  a  stream  resulting  from  a  reasonable  use 
of  it  must  be  borne,  if  the  value  of  the  water  for  domestic  uses  is 
not  thereby  essentially  impaired. 

Sec.  683.  Where  the  water  of  a  stream  has  been  in  a  measure 
given  over  to  uses  which  have  destroyed  its  value  for  culinary 
purposes,  yet  this  does  not  warrant  an  increase  of  pollution 
whereby  its  value  for  other  domestic  purposes,  such  as  watering 
cattle  and  cutting  ice  for  domestic  use,  is  destroyed  or  even  seri- 
ously impaired.'  In  the  case  referred  to  in  the  note  it  appeared 
that  the  plaintiff  was  tenant  for  life  of  an  estate  called  Somerhill, 
near  Timhridge  Wells.  The  estate  had  upon  it  a  mansion  house 
where  the  plaintiff  resided  and  a  park  in  which  was  a  lake  or 
large  pond  used  for  watering  cattle,  and  in  the  winter  for  supply- 
ing ice  for  domestic  use.  The  lake  was  fed  by  Calverley  Brook 
which  ran  through  Tunbridge  Wells  and  after  passing  through  Cole- 
hrooh  Park  flowed  about  two  miles  and  a-half  through  the  plain- 
tiff's land.  The  defendants  were  commissioners  nnder  an  act  for 
lighting,  cleaning  and  improving  the  town  of  Tunbridge  "Wells, 
which  gave  full  powers  to  drain  the  town,  to  make  sewers  and  to 
turn  any  drain  or  sewer  into  any  common  ditch  or  water-course. 
The  sewage  of  the  town  of  Tunhridge  Wells  was  discharged  into 
Calverley  Brook  and  had  been  so  discharged  there  for  several 
years,  but  the  town  had  been  constantly  growing  and  thus  the 
amount  of  sewage  had  been  constantly  increasing,  so  that  at  the 
time  when  the  action  was  brought,  the  water  in  the  plaintiff  's 
lake  which,  up  to  within  a  short  period,  had  been  fit  for  domestic 
uses  of  all  kinds,  had  become  unfit  even  for  the  purpose  of  water- 
ing cattle  or  furnishing  ice  for  domestic  use.     The  court  held  that 

'  Goldsmid  ».  Tunbridge  Wells  Impr.     1  L.  R.  Eq.  Gas.  161 ;  Attorney-General 
Co.,  1  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  349,  affirming    v.  Leeds,  5  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  583. 
judgment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
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the  discharge  of  the  sewage  of  the  town  into  the  brook,  with  the 
result  stated,  was  a  violation  of  the  plaintiff's  right  and  a  nui- 
sance, and  the  defendants  were  restrained  from  continuing  it. 

Sec.  684.  The  fact  that  the  public  convenience,'  or  that  the 
preservation  of  public  health  even  requires  that  the  sewage  of  a 
town  shall  be  removed,  and  that  there  is  no  other  method  by 
which  it  can  be  disposed  of  except  to  discharge  it  into  a  running 
stream,  will  not  justify  its  discharge  there  to  the  injury  of 
riparian  owners.  And  the  fact  that  the  population  of  the  town 
is  large,  and  the  number  of  persons  to  be  affected  by  the  nuisance 
are  few,  makes  no  difference.  In  the  language  of  James,  V.  C. , 
in  Attorney- General  v.  Leeds,  5  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  589 :  "The 
court  cannot  say  that  the  small  population  along  the  valley  of 
the  Aire,  between  Zeeds,  has  not  a  right  to  prevent  a  nuisance 
from  being  inflicted  upon  them  by  a  large  and  more  populous 
district.  I  think' they  (Leeds)  will  find  means  of  removing  the 
sewage  without  the  danger  to  health  that  has  been  suggested,  hut 
at  all  events  I  think  the  people  below  the  town  have  a  right  to 
say  that  a  nuisance  must  not  be  created  for  them. 

Sec.  685.  Neither  does  it  make  any  difference  or  in  any  meas- 
ure operate  as  an  excuse  that  the  nuisance  caimot  be  obviated 
without  great  expense,  or  that  the  plaintiff  himself  could  obviate 
the  injury  at  a  trifling  expense.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  person 
or  public  body  to  prevent  a  nuisance,  and  the  fact  that  the  person 
injured  could,  but  does  not,  prevent  damages  to  his  property 
therefrom,  is  no  defense  either  to  an  action  at  law  or  in  equity. 
A  party  is  not  bound  to  expend  a  dollar,  or  to  do  any  act  to 
secure  for  himself  the  exercise  or  enjoyment  of  a  legal  right  of 
which  he  is  deprived  by  reason  of  the  wrongful  acts  of  another.* 
Neither  is  it  any  defense  to  an  action  for  a  nuisance  resulting 
from  the  pollution  of  water  or  otherwise  that  other  persons  are 
also  contributing  to  the  injury  in  the  same  way  with  the  defend- 
ant.    The  fact  that  others  are  committing  a  wrongful  act  is  no 

'  Attorney-General  v.  Colney  Hatch  -  Attorney- General  ■».  Colney  Hatch 
Lunatic  Asylum,  4  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  147;  Lunatic  Asylum,  4  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  147 
Attorney-General  v.  Leeds,  5  id.  589. 
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excuse  for  another's  wrong.     It  may,  iu  a  proper  case,  be  shown 
in  mitigation  of  damages  but  not  to  defeat  the  action/ 

Sec.  686.  It  is  of  no  importance  in  determining  the  question 
of  nuisance  by  the  pollution  of  water,  whether  the  works  or  causes 
producing  it  are  near  to  or  far  removed  from  the  premises  of  the 
person  complaining,  the  simple  question  is,  whether  the  water 
coming  to  the  plaintiff's  premises  is  impaired  in  value  for  the 
ordinary  uses  of  life,  or  for  special  lawful  uses,  by  reason  of  any 
foreign  substance  imparted  thereto  by  another  from  artificial 
causes,  and  whether  such  impurities  arise  from  the  acts  of  the 
defendant  or  his  agents.'  The  burden  of  establishing  both  these 
propositions  is  always  upon  the  party  complaining,'  but  when 
once  established  the  nuisance  is  made  out,  and  the  right  of 
recovery  cannot  be  defeated  otherwise  than  by  the  establishment 
of  a  right  by  grant  or  prescription,*  or  by  an  express  license  from 
the  plaintiff.'  The  usefulness  of  the  works,  their  absolute 
necessity,  nor  the  fact  that  they  cannot  be  carried  on  without  pro- 
ducing the  result  in  question,  nor  the  fact  that  the  highest  degree 
of  care  and  skill  is  exercised  to  prevent  injury  will  be  no  excuse/ 

Sec.  687.  In  Stockport  Water-works  Co.  v.  Po^r  these  questions 
were  considered  and  passed  upon  by  the  court.  In  that  case  it 
appeared  that  the  plaintiffs,  under  lawful  authority,  took  water 
from  the  river  Mersey  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Stockport  with  water.  The  defendants  were  calico  printers  and 
had  their  works  upon  a  brook  that  flowed  into  the  river.  Their 
works  were  located  about  eleven  miles  from  the  point  where  the 
plaintiffs  took  the  water  from  the  stream.  In  the  process  of  print- 
ing calico,  large  quantities  of  arsenic  are  used  and  all  this  is  washed 
into  the  stream,  none  being  left  in  the  calico.     The  water  below 

'  Crossley  &  Sons,  limited,  v.  Light-  Hayes  «.Waldron,  44  N.  H.  585  ;  Moore 

owler,  3  L.  R.  Eq.  Cas.  379  ;  Holsmaa  v.  Webb,  1  C.  B.  (X.  S.)   673  ;  Jones  v. 

V.  Boiling  Spring,  etc..  Co.,  14  X.J.  314  ;  Crow,  32  Penn.  St.  393  ;  Merrifield  v. 

McKeon  v.  See,    51    N.  Y.  300.      See  Lombard,  13  Allen  (Mass.),  16;  Murga- 

opinion  of  Robertson,  J.,  4  Rob.  (X.  trov    v.  Robinson,  8  E.  &  B.  301. 

Y.)  469  and  470;  Wood  v.  Waud,  3  Ex.  ^'Carlyon  i\  Lovering,  1  H.  &  X.  784. 

748.  '  Attorney-General  e.  Birmingham,  4 

-  Norton  v.  Schofield,  M.  &  W.  663.  K.  &  J.  528  ;  Stockport  Water-works 

3  Dawson  v.  Moore,  8  C.  &  P.  25.  Co.  v.  Potter,  7  H.  &  X.  159. 

*  Miller  v.  Marshall,  5  Mur.  (Sc.)  32  ; 
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the  outlet  of  the  plaintiffs'  works,  and  eleven  miles  distant  there- 
from, was  analyzed,  and  arsenic  to  the  amount  of  six  grains  to  each 
gallon  of  water  was  found.  The  fish  in  the  river  were  killed.  In 
mud  taken  from  the  plaintiiFs'  reservoir,  arsenic  was  found  in  the 
proportion  of  4.6  grains  of  arsenic  to  one  pound  of  mud.  The  judge 
submitted  ten  questions  to  the  jury,  the  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  of 
which  were  as  follows :  Eighth.  Was  the  discharge  of  the  water 
from  the  defendants'  works  with  noxious  matter,  causing  damage 
to  the  plaintiffs,  necessary  and  unavoidable,  or  might  the  same  have 
been  avoided  by  them  by  using  reasonable  care,  that  is,  not  by  any 
extravagant  outlay  as  such  a  business  requires  ?  Ninth.  Has  the 
defendants  by  discharging  matters  into  the  stream  occasioned  injury 
to  the  plaintiffs  in  excess  of  the  rights  exercised  by  them  for 
twenty  years,  before  the  discharge  of  the  matters  complained  of? 
Tenth.  Was  the  defendants'  trade  a  lawful  trade,  carried  on  for 
purposes  necessary  or  useful  to  the  community,  and  carried  on  in 
a  reasonable  and  proper  manner  and  in  a  reasonable  and  proper 
place  ?  The  jury  to  the  eighth  question  returned  that  they  knew 
of  no  means  by  which  the  pollution  could  be  avoided.  The  ninth 
and  tenth  questions  were  answered  in  the  affirmative.  Upon  these 
findings  a  verdict  was  directed  for  the  plaintiffs,  which  was  sus- 
tained upon  hearing  in  Exchequer. 

Sec.  688,  While  it  is  true  that  one  may,  by  twenty  years'  user 
in  a  particular  manner,  acquire  the  right  to  pollute  the  water  of  a 
stream,  yet,  for  any  appreciable  excess  of  such  continuous  user,  an 
action  lies.*  The  right  is  measured  by  the  user,  and  while  a 
trifling  or  accidental  increase,  not  operating  to  the  damage  of 
others,  or  made  under  a  claim  of  right,  will  not  be  regarded  as 
actionable,  yet  any  sensible  or  appreciable  increase  is  a  nuisance 
and  actionable  or  indictable  as  such."     But  the  use  may  be  changed 

'  Crossley  ».  Lightowler,  3  L.  R.  Eq.        *  Crossley  «.  Lightowler,  3  L.  R.  Eq. 

Ca.  279 ;  3   L.  R.  Ch.   App.  478 ;  Mur-  Ca.   379 ;   3  L.   R.  Ch.  App.  478.     Id 

gatroyd  n.  Robinson,    8  E.  &B.391;  Goldsmid  t'.Tunbridge  Wells  Imp.  Co.. 

Hayes  v.  WaJdron,  44  N.  H.  585;  Jones  1  L.  R.  Cli.  App.  349,  the  plaintiff  had 

v.  Crow,  33  Penn  St.  393;    Moore  ■».  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  discharge 

Webb,  1   C.  B.  (N.   S.)  673  ;  Millar  ».  of  the  sewage  of  a  town  into  a  stream 

Marshall,  5  Mur.  (Sc.)  33  ;  Carlyon  v.  that  ran  through  his  premises  because 

Lovering,  1    H.  &  N.  784  ;    Lewis   v.  of  the  increase  in  the  pollution  of  the 

Stein,  16  Ala.  814.     Charge  of  West-  water,  arising  from  an  increase  of  the 

BROOK,. J.,  in  nisi  prius  case  at  Albany  sewage,  in  consequence  of  the  increase 

Circuit,    February,   1875,   in    Orphan  in  the  population  of  the  town. 
Asylum  v.  Schwartz. 
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provided  the  change  in  use  does  not  increase  the  pollution,  or 
produce  other  or  different  damage  from  that  under  whicli  the 
right  has  been  acquired.  Thus  it  was  held  that  where  one  had 
acquired  the  right  to  pollute  a  stream  with  the  refuse  of  a  paper 
mill,  arising  from  the  washing  of  dirty  rags,  he  was  not  restricted 
to  the  discharge  of  refuse  from  the  mill  arising  from  the  washing 
of  rags,  but  might  use  any  material  in  the  manufacture  of  paper 
and  discharge  the  refuse  into  the  stream,  provided  the  nuisance 
was  not  increased,  and  that  the  burden  of  proving  an  increase 
is  upon  him  who  alleges  it.* 

Sec.  689.  It  is  no  answer  to  an  action  or  indictment  for  a 
nuisance  to  show  that  a  great  many  others  are  committing  the 
same  species  of  nuisance  upon  the  stream,  and  that  the  plaintiff 
will  get  no  material  relief  from  the  stopping  of  the  defendant's 
works,  if  the  defendant's  works  appreciahly  add  to  the  pollution, 
they  are  a  nuisance,  even  though  the  water  has  been  given  over 
to  noxious  uses  for  more  than  twenty  years  by  others,  for,  while 
one  may  submit  to  one  nuisance  until  it  has  imposed  a  servitude 
upon  his  estate,  yet  he  is  not  thereby  precluded  from  preventing 
another  from  acquiring  a  similar  servitude.  If  the  nuisance  is 
sensibly  or  appreciably  increased  by  the  defendant,  his  use  of  the 
stream  is  a  nuisance,  and  he  must  yield  to  the  superior  rights  of 
others." 

Sec.  690.  As  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  make  out  a  nuisance 
against  one  who  discharges  refuse  into  a  stream  that  has  already 
been  given  over  to  secondary  uses  and  is  measurably  polluted 
thereby,  to  show  that  the  use  made  by  him  of  the  stream  ajppre- 
ciahly  increases  the  pollution,  it  follows  that  when  such  appreci- 
able increase  is  found  to  be  made  by  the  defendant's  works,  that 
a  nuisance  is  thereby  established  and  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
have  the  use  enjoined,  even  though  no  actual  damage  results  to 
him,  unless  the  injury  is  occasional,  rather  than  continuous,  and  is 
properly  compensable  in  a  suit  at  law.^ 

1  Baxendale  v.  McMurray,  3  L.  R.  ^  Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells  Co., 
Ch.  App.  740.  1  L.  R.  Cli.  App.  349;  Sutcliflfe  ?;.Wood, 

2  Crosslev  v.  Lightowler,  3  L.  R.  Eq.  8  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  227  ;  Lingwood  ■;;. 
Ca.  279;  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelt-  Stowmarket  Co.,  1  L.  R.  Eq.  Co.  77; 
ing  Co.,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  642;  Walter  v.  Clowes  y.  Staffordshire  Potteries  Co., 
Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  15.  8  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  125.    The  Vice-Chan- 

89 
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Sec.  691.  The  rule  is,  that  when  a  riglit  is  violated  the  law 
will  import  damage  to  sustain  the  riglit,'  and  when  the  vio- 
lation of  the  right  is  continuous,  so  as  to  operate  as  a  con- 
stantly recurring  grievance,  and  when  an  injunction  will  tend  to 
restore  the  plaintiff  to  his  former  position,  an  injunction  will  be 
granted  to  restrain  the  nuisance  ■  even  though  no  actual  damage 
ensues.''  The  rule  is,  that  if  a  nuisance  is  found  by  a  verdict  at 
law,  or  by  the  court  itself,  the,  wrongful  act  will  be  restrained. 
It  would  be  an  absurdity  to  refuse  an  injunction  under  the  estab- 
lished rules,  when  a  continuous  nuisance  is  found  to  exist  upon 
the  ground  that  no  actual  damage  ensues.  If  an  appreciable 
violation  of  a  right  is  found  to  exist,  the  cessation  of  the  exercise 
of  the  use  that  works  the  violation,  must  certainly  tend  to  restore 
the  plaintiff  to  his  former  condition  in  reference  thereto,  within 
the  rule  as  adopted  in  Wood  v.  Sutoliffe,  8  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  217. 
The  doctrine  that  where  the  injury  to  a  right  even  though  no 
actual  damage  ehsues  therefrom,  an  action  will  lie,  is  well  estab- 
lished. Indeed  nominal  damages  will  be  inferred  to  support  the 
right.'' 


cellor  having  refused  an  injunction 
upon  the  ground  that  the  injury  was 
trifling,  Sir  G.  J.  Mellish,  L.  J.,  said : 
"  The  Vice-Chancellor  said  :  '  If  you 
can  recover  at  all  at  law,  I  think  you 
would  get  no  greater  damages  than  to 
pay  for  a  filter.'  But,  with  due  sub- 
mission to  the  Vice-Chancellor,  I  do 
not  think  he  would  get  enough  at  law 
to  pay  for  a  filter.  She  would  only 
get  nominal  damages  because,  in  a 
case  of  this  kind,  you  cannot  prove 
specific  damages.  Then  you  must 
bring  a  second  action,  and  what  you 
would  get  in  the  second  action  would 
be  actual  damages,  which  you  proved 
you  sustained  between  the  time  you 
brought  the  first  action  and  the  second. 
Then  you  would  bring  a  third  action 
and  you  would  get,  as  damages,  the 
damage  you  sustained  between  the 
bringing  of  the  second  action  and  the 
third.  It  is  because  it  is  always  most 
inconvenient  to  leave  parties  to  have 
their  rights  determined  in  this  way, 
and  in  fact  impossible  to  leave  it  in 
that  way,  that  this  court  has  always, 
in  such  cases,  given  relief.  In  my 
opinion,  therefore,  the  plaintifiFz's  en- 
titled to  maintain  this  action,  and  that 


the  acts  of  parliament  have  not  given 
the  defendants  any  right  to  foul  the 
water  to  her  damage,  and  she  ought  to 
have  an  injunction  to  prevent  any 
such  damage  in  future." 

1  Ashby  V.  Wliite,  2  Ld.  Rayd.  1038, 
notes  thereto;  1  Smith's  Lead.  Ca.  86i, 
in  which -the  annotator,  gives  the  real 
test  for  determining  when  an  action 
will  lie.     Phear  on  Waters,  107. 

-  Wilts  «.  Swinton  Water- works,  9 
L.  R.  Ch.  451 ;  Goodson  v.  Richardson, 

9  id.  224. 

3  Note  to  Ashby  v.  White,  1  Smith's 
Lead.  Ca.  364  ;  Phear.  on  Water,  107 ; 
Chasemore  «.  Richards,  5  H.  &  N.  983; 
Bower  v.  Hill,  1  Bing.  (N.  C.)  549; 
Howell  y.  McCoy,  3  Rawle  (Peun.),  256; 
Pugh  V.  Wheeler,  Dev.  &  Bat.  50; 
Crossley  v.  Lightowler,  3  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca. 
297;  Chapman  «.  Thames  Mfg.  Co.,  13 
Conn.  269  ;  Woodman  v.  Tufts,  9  N.H. 
88  ;  Hulme  o.  Shrieve,  3  Green  (N.  J.), 
116:  Webb  v.  Portland  Mfg.  Co.,  3 
Sumner,  (N.  S.)  189  ;  Bolivar  Mfg.  Co. 
V.  Neponset  Mfg.  Co.,  16  Pick.  (Mass.) 
241 ;  Plumleigh  «.  Dawson,  1  Gil.  (111.) 
551  ;  Goldsinid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells, 
etc.,  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca.    ;  Crocker  v.  Bragg, 

10  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  260  ;  Baldwin  v.  Cal- 
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Sec.  692.  It  is  no  answer  to  an  action  for  a  nuisance  arising 
from  the  pollution  of  water,  to  say  that  the  matter  discharged 
into  the  stream  improves  the  water,  it  is  the  right  of  every  per- 
son to  have  the  water  come  to  them  in  its  natural  state,  and  they 
are  to  exercise  their  own  taste  and  judgment  and  are  not  obliged 
even  to  have  their  property  improved  against  their  will.* 

If  the  water  of  a  stream  is  polluted  sufficiently  to  oc*casion 
legal  damage,  though  not  damage  in  fact,  it  is  sufficient  to  main- 
tain an  action."  By  legal  damage,  is  meant  a  legal  injury  result- 
ing from  the  violation  of  a  right  which  is  not  attended  with 
actual  pecuniary  damage. 

Therefore,  when  water  is  so  far  polluted  as  to  injure  its  primary 
use,  although  it  is  not  used  for  that  purpose,  an  actionable  injury 
is  created.^  So  when  the  use  of  water  renders  it  injurious  to 
health  or  impairs  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property,  a  nui- 
sance is  created,  actionable  at  the  suit  of  all  persons  specially 
injured  thereby,  and  indictable  if  the  stream  is  public  or  the 
iniurv  common.* 

Sec.  693.  The  erection  of  a  cess-pool  near  a  well  so  as  to  injure 
the  water  therein  and  impair  its  value  for  primary  use  is  an 
actionable  nuisance,  and  it  would  seem  that  any  noxious  trade 
carried  on  upon  adjoining  premises,  which  impregnates  the  earth 

kins,    id.    1G7 ;    Ripka    v.   Sargent,    7  ing  whether  the  injury  is  serious  or 

Watts  &  S.  (Penn.)  11;  Munroe  v.  Stick-  not,  regard  must  be  had  to  all  the  con- 

ney,  48  Me.  462.     See  Elliott  v.  Fitch-  sequences  which  may  flow  from  it." 

burgh  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Cush.  (Mass.)  191,  '  Holsman  v.  Boiling   Spring  Co.,  14 

for  exceptional  instances ;   also  Slate  N.  J.  334. 

Co.  V.  Adams  et  al.,  46  Vt.  480,  where  an  "^  Stockport  Water-works  Co.  v.  Pot- 
injunction  was  refused  upon  demurrer  ter,  7  H.  &  N.  730  ;  Wheatley  v.  Chris- 
to  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  the  bill  man,  24  Penn.  St.  298;  Wood  ■a.Waud, 
did  not  allege  the  injury  to  be  contin-  3  Exchq.  748  ;  Lombard  y.  Allen,  13 
uous  or  irreparable.     Sir   Gr.  J.  Tub-  Allen  (Mass.),  16. 

NER,  in  Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells  *  Holsman  v.  Boiling  Spring  Co.,  14 

Impt.  Co.,  1    L.  R.  Ch.  App.  354,  says:  N.J.  334;  Attorney-General ».  Steward, 

"  I  adhere   to  the  opinion  which  was  5   C.   E.  Green   (N.  J.),  415 ;  Lewis  v. 

expressed  by  me  in   Attorney-General  Stein,  16  Ala.  214. 

'B.ShetBeldGasCo.,3D.G.,M.&G.304;  *  Story  v.   Hammond,  4  Ohio,  833; 

19  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  671,  that  it  is  not  Mills  v.  Hall,   9  Wend.  315;  Mayo  v. 

in   every   case   of  nuisance  that   this  Turner,  1  Munf.  (Va.)  405  ;  People  v. 

court   should   interfere.       I   think   it  Townsend,  3  Hill  CN.   Y.),  479 :  State 

ought  not  to  do  so  in   cases  in  which  v.  Stoughton,   5  Wis.  291 ;  Carhai-t  v. 

the  injury   is   merely  teraporary  and  Auburn  Gas-light  Co.,  22  Barb.  (X.Y.) 

trifling;  but  I  think  that  it  ouglit  to  do  297;  Harris  v.  Thompson,  9  Barb.  (N. 

to  in  cases  in  tchieh  the  injury  is  per-  T.)350;  Lewis®.  Stein,  16  Ala.  214; 

manent  and  serious,  and  in  determin-  Stein  v.  Burden,  24  id.  130. 
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with  noxious  matter  that  destroys  the  water  of  a  well,  is  equally 
actionable. ' 


Sec.  694.  The  rule  in  reference  to  injuries  arising  from  the 
pollution  of  water,  seems  to  be  that,  in  order  to  constitute  the 
pollution  a  nuisance  it  must  be  shown  to  be  such  as  violates 
some  right  either  fvimary  or  secondai^y.  The  mere  fact  that 
inconvenience  is  produced  is  not  sufficient.  It  must  be  an  actual 
invasion  of  a  right,  and  must,  in  order  to  constitute  an  invasion 
of  a  legal  right,  work  an  appreciable  change  in  the  quality  or 
character  of  the  water.  And  this  is  particularly  the  case  when 
the  nuisance  complained  of  is  in  a  navigable  stream.  The  pub- 
lic have  a  right  to  take  water  from  a  navigable  stre&m  for  domestic 
use,  and  the  pollution  of  such  waters  so  as  to  destroy  their  value 
for  primary  purposes,  by  leading  into  them  the  sewage  of  a  town 
or  placing  therein  any  noxious  matter  except  such  as  is  incident 
to  navigation,  i&  a  nuisance,  and  the  fact  that  sewage  has  been 
sent  there  for  more  than  20  years,  or  the  usual  prescriptive  period, 
does  not  give  a  prescriptive  right  to  continue  it,  when,  by  the 
increase  thereof,  it  becomes  a  nuisance.''  But  if  the  water  has 
been  given  up  to  secondary  uses,  so  as  to  be  wholly  unfit  for 
primary  use,  the  riparian  owners  cannot  predicate  a  claim  for 
damages  upon  the  ground  that  it  might  be  used  for  some  extra- 
ordinary purpose  to  which  it  has  never  been  applied,  and  to  which 
they  have  no  present  intention  to  apply  it.'  If  the  matter  dis- 
charged into  a  stream  impregnates  it  with  artificial  impurities, 
injurious  to  its  primary  use,  a  nuisance  is  thereby  created,  unless 
the  party  thus  putting  it  there  has  acquired  the   prescriptive 


1  Scholfield  v.  Norton,  9  M.  &  W. 
565.  In  Wormersley  v.  Church,  17  L. 
T.  (N.  S.)  190,  the  plaintiff  and  one  of 
the  defendants  owned  adjoining  prop- 
erty. There  was  upon  the  plaintiff's 
premises  a  dwelling  occupied  by  thir- 
teen persons,  and  there  was  a  well 
sunk  to  the  depth  of  sixty  feet.  There 
was  a  cess-pool  on  the  defendant's 
premises  fifteen  feet  deep.  Up  to 
March,  1860,  the  water  in  the  well  was 
good  and  fit  for  domestic  use.  In  that 
month  the  defendant  began  to  deepen 
his  cess-pool  against  the  plaintiff's  re- 
monstrance, and  sunk  it  47  feet  within 
13  feet  of  the  level   of  the  water  in 


the  well.  The  cess-pool  was  located 
some  14  yards  from  the  well.  There 
was  a  cemetery  near  the  property, 
some  51  j'ards  distant,  but  this  did  not 
affect  the  water  in  the  well.  An  in- 
junction was  granted  restraining  the 
defendant  from  using  the  cesspool  or 
permitting  it  to  be  used.  Ottawa  Gas 
Co.  V.  Thompson,  39  111.  601 ;  Brown  v. 
Illius,  25  Conn.  583. 

'^  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames 
V.  The  Mayor  of  Kingston,  13  L.  T. 
(N.  S.)  667. 

3  Dunn*.  Hamilton,  2  S.  &  McL.  (Sc) 
356. 
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right  to  do  so,  and  though  other  similar  establishments  exist  upon 
the  stream,  yet  it  is  sufficient  to  show  that  his  works  contribute 
appreciably  or  sensibly  thereto.'  In  a  Scotch  case,"  in  which  an 
injunction  was  sought  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  manufac- 
turing farina  or  starch  in  such  a  way  as  to  pollute  the  water  of 
the  stream  flowing  through  the  plaintiff's  land,  it  appeared  that 
the  defendant's  works  were  carried  on  in  such  a  way  that  the  earth, 
dirt  and  noxious  or  deleterious  matter  resulting  from,  or  used  in 
the  manufacture,  was  carried  into  the  stream  and  polluted  it  to  such 
an  extent  as  seriously  to  impair  its  value.  The  defendant  claimed 
that  no  recovery  could  be  had  because  the  water  had  from  time 
iramemorial  been  given  up  to  secondary  uses,  also  that  he  him- 
self had  used  the  water  in  this  way  for  several  years,  also  because 
he  had  not  polluted  the  water  beyond  what  it  had  before  been 
polluted  ;  and,  lastly,  because  the  plaintiff  had  acquiesced  in  his 
operations  he  was  estopped  from  maintaining  an  action.  The 
Lord  Oedinaky  having  found  that  the  defendant's  works  caused 
such  a  pollution  of  the  water  as  to  be  a  nuisance  both  by  offen- 
sive smells  emitted  therefrom  and  by  the  refuse  discharged  into  the 
stream ;  that  the  stream  was  wholly  given  up  to  secondary  pur- 
poses ;  but  that  it  had  not  for  the  prescriptive  period  been  given 
up  to  secondary  uses,  so  as  to  unfit  it  for  primary  use;  an  injunc- 
tion was  granted  restraining  the  defendant  from  using  the  stream 
in  any  of  the  modes  named.  Lord  Armitage  said :  •'  There  are 
some  nuisances  so  serious,  so  intolerable,  so  plainly  beyond  the 
reach  of  hope  of  reform,  that  there  is  no  doubt,  and  no  alterna- 
tive. An  establishment  which  by  its  situation,  or  products,  not 
protected  by  prescription,  produces  an  addition  to  the  pollution 
of  a  stream  already  devoted  to  manufacturing  purposes,  must  be 
put  an  end  to.  The  law  absolutely  forbids  it.  But  sometimes,  a 
case  occurs,  where,  in  the  course  of  a  manufacture  not  in  itseif 
unlawful,  a  nuisance  has  arisen,  which,  although  sufficiently  offen- 
sive to  entitle  a  neighbor  to  complain,  is  not  necessarily  and  at 
all  times  a  nuisance,  but  to  which  mitrgation  or  alleviation  may 
be  given  by  the  skill  and  exertions  of  the  manufacturer,  and 
there  well  may  be  conceived  a  case,  where  the  ends  of  justice  and 

^  Dake  of  Buccleuch  v.  Coman,  39        *  Robertson  xi.  Stewart,  9  Q.  &  M. 
Jurist,  152.  (Cs.)  189. 
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the  reasonable  rights  and  interests  of  a  plaintiff  would  be  suffi- 
ciently protected,  by  such  mitigation  and  alleviation,  reducing 
the  injury  to  a  point  where  the  interposition  of  the  law  is  not 
necessary.  It  is  not  every  slight  pollution  of  a  stream,  nor  every 
disagreeable  odor,  that  is  to  be  dealt  with  as  a  nuisance  and  put 
down  by  authority  of  law.  The  abatement  of  a  nuisance  does  not 
necessarily  mean  the  entire  and  absolute  removal  of  all  pollution 
af  a  stream,  and  all  disagreeable  odor,  but  such  diminution  of 
pollution,  and  of  smell,  as  to  render  it  such  as  ought  reasonably 
and  fairly  to  be  submitted  to." 


Sec.  695.  It  should,  perhaps,  be  stated,  that  the  primary  use 
of  water  includes  it«  use  for  all  domestic  purposes,  including  as 
well  its  use  for  man  or  beast ;  and  while  water  may,  for  an  imme- 
morial period,  have  been  so  polluted  as  to  be  unfit  for  culinary 
purposes,  yet  if  it  has  not  been  so  much  polluted  as  to  unfit  it 
for  use  in  watering  cattle,  an  increase  of  pollution  unfitting  it  for 
that  purpose  is  a  nuisance,  and  actionable  as  such.  This  question 
was  raised  and  decided  in  Moore  v.  Webb,  1  C.  B.  (IST.  S.)  671. 
In  that  case  the  defendant  was  the  owner  of  a  tannery  upon  a 
stream  running  through  the  plaintiff's  premises,  into  which  he 
discharged  the  refuse  from  his  works.  The  plaintiff  brought  an 
action  against  him  therefor,  and  alleged  as  special  injury  that  the 
discharge  of  this  refuse  into  the  stream  polluted  it  to  such  an 
extent  that  his  cattle  would  not  drink  the  water.  The  defendant 
replied,  setting  up  an  imniemorial  right  in  himself  and  his 
grantors  to  pollute  the  water.  The  plaintiff  now  assigned  "  that 
he  sued  not  only  for  the  grievances  in  the  pleas  admitted,  and 
attempted  to  be  justified,  but  for  that  the  defendant  committed 
the  grievance  over  and  above  what  the  defense  justified.  Upon 
proof  that  the  defendants  had,  within  twelve  years,  greatly 
enlarged  their  works,  and  that  previous  to  that  time  the  water 
was  drank  by  cattle,  and  was  fit  for  that  purpose,  it  was  held 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a  recovery. 

Sec.  696.  The  pollution  of  the  water  of  an  artificial  water- 
course, to  the  use  of  the  water  of  which,  in  a  pure  state,  a  right 
has  been  acquired  by  prescription,  is  an  actionable  nuisance.' 

'  Major  ».  Chadwick,  11  4<i.  &  El.  371.     See  chapter  on  Artificial  Water-coursea. 
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Sec.  697.  In  a  recent  case  in  California,  the  defendant  was 
held  chargeable  for  a  nuisance  under  the  following  state  of  facts. 
The  defendant  erected  a  saw-mill  upon  a  stream  running  through 
the  plaintiff's  premises,  and  was  engaged  in  sawing  a  species  of 
timber  called  red  wood.  The  saw  dust  arising  from  the  business 
was  discharged  into  the  stream,  rendering  the  water  impure  and " 
unfit  for  domestic  use.  This  was  held  an  actionable  injury,  but 
the  principal  question  involved  in  the  case  was  in  reference  to 
the  rule  of  damages.  The  court  held  that  the  plaintiff'  could 
only  recover  actual  damages,  and  that  in  estimating  those,  the 
diminution  of  their  rental  value  could  not  be  considered,  unless 
it  was  shown  that  he  had  actually  sustained  damage  in  this 
respect,  either  by  diminution  in  the  rent  or  by  being  unable  to 
rent  them  at  all,  and  that,  when  the  plaintiff  himself  occupied 
the  premises  and  did  not  rent,  or  desire  to  rent  them,  the  diminu- 
tion in  their  rental  value  could  not  be  shown  as  an  element  of 
damage  upon  the  question  of  damage  by  decrease  of  rental  value. 
See  the  cases  cited  below.' 


Sec.  698.  The  pollution  of  water,  or  the  maintenance  of  dams, 
drains  or  ditches  in  such  a  way  as  to  emit  disagreeable  or  unwhol- 
some  odors,  is  not  only  an  actionable,  but  an  indictable  nuisance 
also.  And  for  such  nuisances  a  remedy  exists,  not  only  in  favor 
of  the  riparian  owner,  but  of  any  person  who  is  injuriously 
affected  thereby."  In  such  cases  it  makes  no  difference  that  sev- 
eral contribute  to  the  nuisance  ;  any  person  materially  contribut- 
ing thereto  may  be  pursued  alone  for  the  injury.^ 

Sec.  699.  In  Brown  v.  Russell,  3  L.  K.  (Q.  B.)  251,  the  appel- 


'  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf ,  53  N.  Y. 
154 ;  Wesson  «.Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13 
Allen  (Mass.),  95. 

2  In  Mills  V.  Hall,  9  Wend.  (N.  T.j 
315,  the  defendant  erected  a  mill-dam 
wliicli  set  the  water  back  upon  the 
premises  above,  when  it  accumulated 
in  low  places,  and  becoming  stagnant, 
emitted  malarial  gases  which  affected 
the  health  of  the  neighborhood;  some 
of  the  members  of  the  plaintiff's 
family  became  sick  thereby,  and  the 
court  held  that  he  was  entitled  to  re- 
cover therefor,  and  it  would  seem  that 


the  expenses  of  sickness  and  the  loss 
of  time  incident  thereto  is  a  proper 
element  of  damage.  Story  v.  Ham- 
mond, 4  Ohio,  160 ;  Mayo  v.  Turner,  1 
Munf.  (Va.)  405  ;  People  v.  Townsend, 
3  Hill  (N.  Y.),  479 ;  Attorney-General 
V.  Steward,  5  C.  E.  Green  (N  J.),  415  ; 
Rogers  v.  Barker,  31  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  347; 
Munson  v.  The  People,  5  Park.  Cr. 
(N.  Y.)  16 ;  Rooker  v.  Perkins,  14  Wis. 
79. 

8  Hudson  R.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Loeb,  7  Kobt. 
(N.  Y.)  418 ;  Mayor  v.  Baumberger,  id. 
319. 
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lant  was  a  brewer,  and  his  premises  were  in  the  village  of 
Esher,  through  which  the  turnpike  road  ran  to  Kingston-on- 
Thames.  The  open  ditch  complained  of  was  proved  by  the 
respondent  to  be  a  nuisance  injurious  to  health.  It  was  on  Dit- 
ton  marsh  by  the  side  of  the  turnpike  road  leading  from  Sandown 
turnpike  gate  to  Kingston.  The  ditch  commenced  close  to  the 
turnpike  gate  (about  half  a  mile  from  the  appellant's  premises), 
and  extended  thence  for  some  distance  along  the  right-hand  side 
of  the  turnpike  road  toward  Kingston. 

The  appellant's  premises  formerly  drained  into  a  sand  cave 
under  the  garden  of  one  Isaac ;  about  twenty-two  years  prior  to 
the  bringing  ot  this  action  the  drain  from  the  appellant's  prem- 
ises was  lirst  made  through  Isaac's  garden  to  join  the  barrel 
drain  or  sewer ;  and  ever  since,  up  to  the  time  of  the  complaint, 
the  appellant  and  his  predecessors  have  discharged  their  sewage 
and  refuse  water  from  the  brewery  into  this  covered  barrel  drain 
or  sewer,  which  ran  down  the  turnpike  road  from  the  \d\lage  of 
Esher  toward  Kingston,  and  about  300  yards  from  the  appellant's 
premises,  turned  to  the  right  into  and  upon  the  Sandown  Place 
estate,  whereon  it  discharged  itself  into  an  open  ditch  or  water- 
course. The  owner  and  occupier  of  such  estate,  for  many,  but  not 
twenty,  years,  diverted  and  disposed  of  the  sewage  and  refuse 
water  by  turning  or  allowing  it  to  run  over  meadow  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  estate,  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating  and  fertilizing  such 
lands.  Such  user  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  and  refuse  water  was 
afterward  discontinued  by  such  owner  or  occupier  of  the  estate, 
and  the  sewage  or  refuse  water  was  then  turned  by  such  owner  or 
occupier  into  and  down  certain  open  ditches  on  the  estate,  which 
ultimately  emerged  from  the  estate  close  to  the  Sandown  turn- 
pike gate,  where  it  caused  the  nuisance  complained  of.  The 
present  owner  and  occupier  of  Sandown  estate  was  no  party  to 
the  sewage  being  turned  on  the  estate,  and  he  objected  to  the 
same  being  turned  on,  or  allowed  to  run  over  his  lands. 

The  course  of  the  drain  before  it  was  diverted  was  down 
the  left  side  of  the  turnpike  road '  to  the  Sandown  turnpike 
gate,  and  thence  to  the  left  to  a  pond  a  short  distance  from 
the  road ;  but  a  culvert  was  proved  to  have  existed  close  to  the 
turnpike  gate,  carrying  the  drainage  under  the  turnpike  road 
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from  the  left  side  to  the  right  side,  and  so  into  the  present  open 
drain  complained  of,  before  the  drainage  was  diverted  by  the 
occupier  of  the  Sandown  estate  into  his  estate. 

No  nuisance  was  complained  of  as  arising  from  the  said  sewer  or 
drain  at  any  point  in  its  course  until  after  it  passed  the  turnpike 
gate  ;  but  it  was  proved  by  the  respondent  that  the  offensive 
matter  complained  of  came  from  the  premises  belonging  to,  and 
in  the  occupation  of,  the  appellant,  and  the  other  persons  sum- 
moned, by  means  of  the  covered  barrel,  di-ain  or  sewer. 

The  appellant  urged  before  the  justices  that,  inasmuch  as  he 
had  by  user,  as  of  right,  for  upward  of  twenty  years  of  the  said 
drain  or  sewer,  acquired  a  prescriptive  right  amounting  to  an 
easement  to  discharge  his  sewage  and  refuse  water  on  the  San- 
down Place  estate,  and  no  nuisance  arose  from  the  drain  or  sewer 
until  it  left  the  Sandown  Place  estate  at  the  turnpike  gate,  the 
nuisance  complained  of  arose,  not  from  the  act  of  the  appellant  in 
making  use  of  the  sewer  or  drain,  but  from  the  act  of  the  owner 
or  occupier  of  the  Sandown  Place  estate  in  having  (in  lieu  of 
using  and  disposing  of  the  sewage  or  refuse  water  as  formerly) 
caused  the  same  to  flow  down  the  open  ditches  on  his  estate,  and 
so  out  on  to  the  Ditton  marsh  by  the  turnpike  road. 

The  justices  decided  that  they  could  not  regard  any  private 
rights  between  the  appellant  and  the  owner  of  the  Sandown 
estate,  and  they  held  that  the  appellant  was  the  person  by  whose 
act  or  default  the  nuisance  complained  of  arose,  and  they  made 
an  order  requiring  the  appellant  "  within  one  week  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  order,  or  a  true  copy  thereof  according  to  the  act,  to 
abate  the  said  nuisance  by  cutting  off  all  connection  between  the 
drains  of  the  said  premises  belonging  to  the  appellant  used  for 
sewage  purposes,  and  the  drain  or  sewer  leading  to  and  entering 
the  said  ditch  or  water-course,  so  that  all  communication  for 
sewage  purposes  between  the  said  premises  of  the  appellant  and 
the  said  ditch  or  water-course  do  cease,  and  so  that  the  same  ditch 
or  water-course  shall  no  longer  be  a  nuisance  and  injurious  to 
health  as  aforesaid."  In  disposing  of  the  case.  Lush,  J.,  said: 
"  The  appellant  discharges  this  refuse  from  his  brewery  by  means 
ot  a  drain,  which  must  carry  it  to  the  spot  where  it  causes  the 
nuisance  ;  why  is  it  not  his  act  which  creates  the  nuisance  just 
90 
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as  much  as  if  he  had  discharged  the  noxious  matter  on  the  spot 
from  a  cart  or  by  means  of  a  shute  ?  It  cannot  be  said  where 
many  houses  are  drained  into  one  spot  that  any  one  causes  the 


nuisance 


55 


Sec.  700.  Injuries  for  the  polhition  of  the  water  of  a  stream 
are  by  no  means  confined  to  such  as  arise  because  the  value  of 
the  water  is  impaired  for  primm^y  use.  It  is  the  right  of  every 
person  to  have  the  water  of  a  stream  come  to  him  in  its  natural 
state,  unimpaired  in  quality,  whether  he  desires  to  use  it  for 
domestic  purposes  or  not,  and  an  invasion  of  this  right  is  action- 
able, even  though  he  applies  the  water  to  no  special  use,  and 
sustains  no  special  damage  therefrom.  He  does  not  own  the 
water,  it  is  true,  but  he  has  a  usufructuary  interest  therein, 
which  is  property  in  a  certain  sense,  and  against  the  imposition 
of  a  servitude  upon  which  he  has  a  right  to  protect  himself  by 
action,  even  though  he  sustains  no  special  pecuniary  damage. 
Therefore  no  person  has  a  right  to  pollute  the  water  of  a  running 
stream  unless  such  a  right  has  been  acquired  by  long  user,  and 
any  pollution  thereof,  that  interferes  with  its  use  for  manufactur- 
ing purposes,  is  a  nuisance,  entitling  the  person  so  injured,  to  all 
the  damages  which  he  sustains  thereby.* 


'  In  Howell  v.  McCoy,  3  Rawle 
(Penn.),  356,  the  defendant  discharged 
the  refuse  of  his  tannery  into  the 
stream,  whereby  the  water  was  ren- 
dered unfit  for  use  by  the  plaintiff  in 
his  brewery. 

In  Carhart  v.  Auburn  Gas  Co.,  23 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  297,  the  plaintiff  was  a 
carpet  manufacturer  on  the  Owasco 
river  in  Auburn.  The  defendants 
established  their  gas-works  on  the 
banks  of  the  stream,  and  the  refuse 
discharged  therefrom,  consisting  of 
certain  tarry  and  oily  substances,  be- 
came mingled  with  the  water,  and  in- 
jured the  wool  and  other  materials 
used  by  them  in  the  manufacture  of 
their  goods.  Held  an  actionable  nui- 
sance. 

In  Clowes  «.  Staffordshire  Potteries 
Water-works  Co.,  8  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  126, 
the  plaintiff  was  the  proprietor  of  dye- 
works  on  the  river  Churnet,  and  the 
defendants  established  a  reservoir  for 
water  with  which  to  supply  the  town. 
The   establishment   of    the    reservoir 


rendered  the  water  more  muddy  than 
formerly,  and  impaired  its  value  for 
use  by  the  plaintiffs.  Held  an  action- 
able nuisance.  In  Hodgkinson  v. 
Ennor,  3  B.  &  S.  229,  the  plaintiff  was 
the  proprietor  of  a  paper  mill  situated 
in  a  valley  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of 
hills  sloping  toward,  and  terminating 
in,  a  tall,  precipitous  rock  abutting 
against  them.  Inside  this  rock,  and  at 
a  slight  elevation,  was,  and  for  an  im- 
memorial period  had  been,  a  cavern 
formed  in  the  rock,  into  which  the 
water  produced  by  the  fall  of  rain  was 
collected  from  the  hills  above,  ran  by 
underground  passages,  traversing  the 
floor  of  the  cavern  in  a  defined  stream, 
and  flowed  from  the  cavern  by  an 
underground  passage  into  an  open, 
natural  basin  into  the  lands  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  from  thence  in  a  pure 
and  unpolluted  state  to  the  plaintiff's 
mill.  In  1857  the  defendant  went  into 
the  possession  of  lands  on  the  summit 
of  the  hills  at  a  higher  elevation  than 
the  cavern,  and  commenced  the  work 
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of  excavating  lead  from  the  soil  of  the 
hills.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  work 
he  erected  eight  puddles,  or  circular 
pits,  in  the  surface  of  the  ground,  into 
which  water  was  brought  by  artificial 
cuts.  From  these  puddles  the  water 
polluted  by  the  process  of  the  manu- 
facture was  discharged  through  two 
swallets  or  rents  in  the  limestone 
rock,  which  had  existed  immemori- 
ally,  and  having  an  underground  pas- 
sage for  the  water  communicating 
with  an  outlet,  from  which  the  water 
escaped  into  an  open  stream  at  their 
foot.  The  water  passages  from  these 
two  swallets  communicated  with  the 
water  passage  of  the  cavern,  and  thus 
the  polluted  water  was  carried  to  the 
plaintiff's  mills  and  produced  serious 
damage  to  the  plaintiffs.  This  was 
held  to  be  an  actionable  nuisance. 

In  Ling  wood  v.  Stowmarket  Co.,  1 
L.  R.  Eq.  Cas.  77,  the  plaintiffs  were 
the  proprietors  of  an  upper,  and  the 
defendants  of  a  lower,  mill  on  a  stream. 
The  defendants  discharged  the  refuse 
from  their  mill  into  the  stream,  pol- 
luting the  water  so  that,  when  it 
reached  the  plaintiff's  mill,  it  was 
greatly  impaired  in  value  for  their  use. 
Held  a  nuisance,  and  enjoined. 

In  Crosslev  o.  Lightowler,  3  L.  R.  Eq. 
Cas.  279 ;  2  "L.  R.  Ch.  App.  478,  the 
plaintiffs  were  carpet  manufacturers 
on  the  river  Hebble,  and  the  defend- 
ants were  proprietors  of  dye-works  on 
the  stream  above.  By  discharging  the 
refuse  from  their  works  into  the 
stream  they  so  polluted  it  as  greatly 
to  impair  its  value  for  use  by  the 
plaintiffs.  Held  a  nuisance  and  re- 
strained. 

In  Thomas  v.  Brackney,  17  Barb. 
(N.  Y.)  6oo,  the  plaintiff  owned  a  grist- 
mill, and  the  defendant  a  tannery 
upon  the  same  stream.  The  defend- 
ant's tannery  was  up  the  stream,  and 
he  discharged  the  tanbark  from  his 
tan-works  into  the  stream,  which  was 
swept  down  the  stream  into  the  plain- 
tiff's mill-pond,  filling  his  race,  and 
clogging  the  wheel  used  to  run  the 
mill.     Held  an  actionable  nuisance. 

In  O'Riley  o.  McChesney,  3  Lans.  (N. 
T.)  278,  the  plaintiff  and  defendant 
were  owners  of  mills  upon  the  same 
stream.  The  defendant  had  a  flax- 
mill,  and  allowed  flax  shives  to  escape 
into  the  stream  and  float  down  into  the 
plaintiffs  mill-pond,  where  they  got 
'Dto  his  race-way  and  interfered  with 


the  operations  of  his  wheel.    Held  a 
nuisance. 

In  Hounsee  v.  Hammond,  39  Barb. 
(N.  T.)  89,  it  appeared  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  the  owner  and  in  possession  of 
a  valuable  farm  of  land  in  the  town  of 
Neversink,  upon  which  were  dwelling- 
houses,  barns  and  outbuildings  used 
for  agricultural  purposes.  There  were 
also  on  this  farm  a  mill-pond,  a  valu- 
able saw-mill,  turning-mill,  and 
machinery  supplied  with  water 
through  a  race-way  from  the  river 
which  ran  through  the  plaintiff 's  farm 
and  on  which  was  a  brush  dam,  by 
means  of  which  the  water  was  turned 
into  the  mill  race  and  taken  to  the 
pond.  Higher  up  upon  the  same 
stream  (about  a  quarter  of  a  mile),  the 
defendants  erected  and  operated  a  tan- 
nery for  manufacturing  leather.  From 
this  tannery  they  threw  into  the  stream 
their  tan-bark,  together  with  portions 
of  the  hair,  skimmings,  filth  and  refuse 
matter  from  their  hides  which  floated 
directly  down  the  stream  into  the  mill- 
pond,  saw-mill  and  machinery  of  the 
plaintiff,  greatly  impairing  the  work- 
ing and  usefulness  of  the  plaintiffs 
mills,  until  it  greatly  injured  their 
value.     Verdict  for  plaintiff  for  $100. 

Miller,  J.,  said  :  "  The  defendants 
were  clearly  liable  for  the  injury  al- 
though the  damage  may  have  been  done 
by  them  without  any  intent  to  injure. 
They  had  no  right  as  riparian  owners 
to  use  their  privilege  in  any  way  to 
the  detriment  of  a  proprietor  below 
them.  Although  they  had  a  right  to 
use  the  water  for  all  legitimate  and 
proper  purposes,  they  were  not  author- 
ized to  use  the  stream  to  the  injury  of 
those  below,  or  in  any  way  to  inter- 
fere with  his  privileges.  The  judge 
below  very  properly  refused  to  charge 
that  no  action  could  be  maintained  for 
throwing  the  tan-bark  into  the  river 
when  it  was  done  with  no  intent  to 
injure  and  in  the  usual  manner  in 
which  the  water  was  used  in  tanneries. 
One  riparian  proprietor  has  no  right 
to  use  the  water  so  as  to  clog  it  with 
noxious  or  foreign  matter  to  the  in- 
jury of  those  below." 

In  Snow  V.  Parsons,  28  Vt.  459,  it 
was  held  that  a  general  custom  of  dis- 
charging refuse  from  a  saw-mill  into 
the  stream  was  a  protection  against  an 
action  by  one  injured  thereby.  But  in 
Jacobs  V.  Allard,  42  Vt.  303,  while  it 
was  held  that  the  proprietor  of  a  saw 
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PEESCEIPTION    FOK   NUISANCES. 


Sec.  701. 
702. 
703. 
704. 
705. 
706. 
707. 
708. 
709. 
710. 
711. 
712. 
713. 
714. 
715. 
716. 

717. 
718. 


719. 
730. 

721. 
723, 
723. 
734. 
725, 


Prescriptive  rights,  ancient  and  modern  rule. 

Presumption  of  grant  not  conclusive. 

Character  of  the  user  determines  the  right. 

Right  not  to  be  measured  by  the  claim. 

Distinction  between  direct  and  indirect  invasion  of  rights. 

Rule  in  Crosby  v.  Be.ssey. 

Confusion  of  doctrine  in  this  country. 

Campteell  v.  Seamen. 

Difficulty  of  sustaining  the  right. 

Fact  of  exercise  of  noxious  trade  in  a  locality  not  enough. 

Rule  in  Flight  v.  Thomas. 

Burden  of  establishing  the  right  on  him  who  sets  it  up 

Character  of  the  acts  requisite  to  establish. 

Acquiescence  of  a  tenant  not  enough. 

Interruptions  bf  right  will  defeat  it. 

Right   begins   to  run  only  from  time  when  actual  legal  injury  is 

inflicted. 
Extent  of  the  user  and  continuity  thereof. 
Distinction  between  actual  invasion  of  lands  by  physical  agencies, 

and  an  invasion  by  invisible.     The  right  gained  must  be  equal  to 

that  exercised. 
User  may  be  varied. 

Goldsmid  ■o.  Tunbridge  Wells  Improvement  Co. 
Right  may  be  varied  but  not  exceeded. 
Baxendale  v.  Murray. 

Rule  when  one  in  whom  the  right  exists  sells  part  of  his  land. 
No  prescription  for  a  public  nuisance. 
Regina  v.  Brewster. 


mill  is  not  liable  for  waste  therefrom 
discharged  into  the  stream  in  the  ordin- 
ary course  of  the  business  of  running 
such  mills,  yet  it  was  held  that  he 
would  be  liable  if  such  waste  was  dis- 
charged into  the  stream  in  a  wanton 
or  needless  manner.  This  doctrine 
hardly  commends  itself  to  favorable 
adoption,  and  indicates  that  the  com- 
position of  the  court  has  undergone  a 
marked  change  since  the  cases  of  Chat- 
field  V.  Wilson  and  Harwood  v.  Benton 
were  decided.  Then  it  was  thought 
that  the  motive  with  which  a  lawful 
act  was  done,  did  not  affect  the  ques- 
tion of  liability.    Montgomery  v.  Flem- 


ing, 25  Jur.  499  ;  Dunn  v.  Hamilton,  3 
S.  &  McL.  (So.)  856;  Miller  v.  Mar- 
shall, 5  Mur.  (Sc.)  28;  Russell  v. 
Haig,  3  Pat.  App.  (Sc.)  403 ;  Watson  v. 
Toronto  Gas-light  Co.,  4  U.  C.  158; 
Lillywhite  v.  Trimmer,  16  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 
190:  Hayes  B.  Waldron,  44  N.H.  585; 
Chadwick  v.  Marsden,  2  L.  R.  (Ex.) 
285  ;  Phoenix  Water  Co.  v.  Fletcher,  23 
Cal.  481  ;  Jones  v.  Crow,  33  Penn.  St. 
.398 ;  Duke  of  Buccleugh  v.  Coman,  5 
Macph.  (Sc.)  314;  Lord  Blantyne  v. 
Navigation  Co.,  5  id.  508 ;  Robertson  v. 
Stewart,  9  C.  &  M.  (C.  S.)  189  ;  Rigby 
V.  Downie,  10  B.  &  S.  (0.  S )  568 ;  Tur- 
ner V.  Mirfield,  34  Beavan,  390. 
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Sec.  726.  Rhodes  v.  "^Thitehead. 

727.  No  prescriptive   right  acquired  when  nuisance  in  the  vicinity   of 

vacant  lands. 

728.  Prescriptive  right  once  acquired  cannot  by  lost,  except  by  non-nser 

etc. 

Sec.  701.  Much  seeming  confiisioa  exists  ia  the  books  upon 
the  question  as  to  whether  a  prescriptive  right  can  be  acquired 
to  maintain  all  species  of  private  nuisances :  particularly  such  as 
corrupt  the  atmosphere  with  smoke,  noxious  vapors  or  noisome 
smells,  or  produce  results  injurious  to  health. 

It  becomes  important,  therefore,  to  imderstand  what  consti- 
tutes a  prescriptive  right,  and  how  it  is  acquired.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  give  a  minute  detail  of  the  distinction  between  the 
old  and  the  modern  doctrine  of  prescription,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  the  ancient  rule,  that  the  user  must  be  for  a  period 
"bevond  which  the  memorv  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  con- 
trary."  or  in  other  words,  for  so  long  a  period  that  the  time 
when  the  nser  commenced  could  not  be  shown,  has  been  dis- 
carded ;  and,  under  the  modem  doctrine,  it  is  sufficient  to 
establish  a  user  of  twenty  years,  or  rather  for  such  a  period  of 
time  as  is  fixed  by  statute  in  the  several  States  of  this  country, 
for  the  acquisition  of  titles  to  real  estate  by  adverse  enjovment.' 
Anciently,  the  doctrine  rested  upon  the  presumption  of  a  convey- 
ance by  a  lost  deed ;  but  now,  a  nser  for  the  statutory  period 
raises  the  presumption  of  a  grant,  even  though  the  use  in  its 
inception  was  an  actual  trespass.* 

Sec.  702.  The  presumption  raised  in  support  of  a  grant,  by  such 
user,  is  not  conclusive,  but  mav  be  rebutted  and  entirelv  over- 
come  by  proof  of  an  interruption  of  the  user,  even  though  the 
interruption  be  flight,  and  only  of  a  temporary  character.'  The 
question  as  to  whether  the  user  was  adverse  and  in  derogation  of 
another's  title,  and  has  been  open  and  continuous,  or  whether  it 
has  been  in  subordination  to  another's  title,  or  secret,  or  iuter- 

'  Coe  c.  Walcottville  Manufacturing  Sibley  r.  Ellis.  11  Gray  iMass.V.  417; 

Co.,  35  Conn.  175;  Carlisle  r.  Cooper,  Heirs    of    Marr    c.    Gilliam,    1    Cold- 

4  Green  (N.  J.),  256  ;  Tracy  5.  Ather-  (.Tenn.")  4SS. 

ton,  36  Vt.  Wo :  Townsend  r.  Downer,  '  Stilman  c.  White  Bock  Co.,  3  W 

32  id.  1S3  :  Shumway  r.  Simons,  1  id.  .53.  &  Min.  , U.  S.  C.  C.)  549. 

-  Washburn     ou     Easements,    111 ; 
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riipted.  is  always  for  the  jury  to  determine  from  the  circumstances 
and  proof  in  each  case.' 

Sec.  703.  A  title  by  prescription  cannot  be  acquired  by  a 
secret  user.  The  use  must  be  open,"  and  as  of  right,'  and  must  be 
contin'ious,*  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the  person  owning  the  fee.* 

By  continuous  user  is  not  meant  a  constant  use,  but  such  a 
use  as  is  consistent  with  the  nature  of  the  right  claimed^  and  as 
operates  an  actual  invasion  of  another's  right.'  Thus,  where  a 
person  sets  up  a  prescriptive  right  of  way  over  another's  land, 
by  adverse  user,  it  is  not  necessary  that  he  should  show  that  he 
has  actually  used  the  way  each  year,  by  direct  evidence ;  but  the 
right  will  be  sustained  if  he  establishes  the  fact  that  he  has  used 
the  way  openly,  at  intervals  during  that  entire  period,  as  his 
interest  and  necessity  required. 

From  these  facts,  the  jury  will  be  warranted  in  presuming 
that  the  user  has  been  consistent  with  the  nature  of  the  right 
claimed.''  Thus,  a  person  owning  a  wood  lot,  from  which  he 
draws  wood  each  winter  across  the  land  of  another,  by  the  exer- 
cise of  this  right  for  the  period  of  twenty  years  uninterruptedly, 
acquires  the  right  to  cross  that  land  for  that  purpose,  even 
thono;h  he  should  not  draw  wood  there  everv  vear  of  the  entire 
period ;  but  the  right  must  be  exercised  so  continuously,  and 
in  such  a  manner  as,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to 
warrant  a  presumption  of  title;  and  the  right  thus  acquired 
will  be  restricted  to  the  user.  By  using  the  way  for  the  draw- 
ing of  wood  in  the  winter,  he  would  not  thereby  acquire  the 
right  to  use  it  for  a  similar  purpose  in  the  summer  months,  nor 
would  he  acquire  the  right  to  use  it  for  any  other  purpose  than 
that  to  which  it  had  been  devoted.' 


1  Fish  Co.  V.  Dudley,  37  Conn.  136. 

*  Solomon  n.  Vinters  Co.,  4  H.  &  N. 
409. 

'  Eaton  V.  Swansea  Works,  17  Q.  B. 
267 ;  Winsliip  n.  Hudspeth,  10  Exchq. 
5;  Grreatrcx    v.  Havward,  8  id.  290. 

*  Rhodes  «.  Whitehead,  27  Tex.  304; 
Stein  1).  Burden,  24  Ala.  130  ;  Evans  «. 
Dana,  7  R.  I.  306  ;  Holsman  v.  Boiling 
Springs  Co.,  1  McCarter  (N.  J.),  335. 

5  Daniel  v.  North,  11  East,  373 ; 
Nichols  V.  Aylor,  7  Leigh  (Va.),  546  ; 
Smith  V.  Miller,  11   Gray  (Mass.),  148  ; 


Wood  V.  Veal,  5  B.  &  Aid.  454 ;  Yard  v. 
Ford,  2  Wm.  Saund.  175. 

«  Horner  v.  Stilwell,  35  X.  J.  307. 

'  Bodfish  V.  Bodfish,  105  Mass.  317 
Allan  V.  Gourme,  11  Ad.  &  El.  759 
Richardson  v.  Pond,  15  Gray  (Mass.) 
389 ;  Ballard  v.  Dvson,  1  Taunt.  279 
Horner  v.  Stillwell,  35  N.  J.  307. 

»  Brooks  y.  Curtis,  4  Lans.  (X.  T.  S 
C.)  283  ;  Wright  v.  Moore,  38  Ala.  593; 
Resford  v.  Marquis,  7  Lans.  (X.  Y.   S 
C.)  257.    In  At  water  v.  Bodfish,  11  Gray 
(Mass.),  152,  it  was  held  that  a  right 
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Sec.  TOi.  The  right  acquired  is  not  to  be  measured  by  the 
party's  claim,  but  by  his  actual  user.  Thus,  a  persoi]  who  erects 
a  dam  of  a  given  height,  which,  if  maintained  in  a  tight  condi- 
tion, would  set  the  water  back  upon  another's  land,  cannot,  by 
maintaining  the  dam  for  the  statutory  period  in  such  a  condition 
as  not  to  fltood  the  lands  above  him,  acquire  a  right  to  flood  the 
lands  by  repairing  his  dam,  after  the  statutory  period  has  elapsed, 
but  his  right  will  be  measured  by,  and  limited  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  lands  were  usually  flowed  during  the  period  of  pre- 
scription.' 


Sec.  705.  There  is  a  distinction  between  a  prescriptive  right  to 
do  some  act  upon  one's  own  premises  that  operates  injuriously  to 
another,  and  a  right  to  do  some  act  upon  another's  premises."  In 
the  latter  case,  each  act  of  user,  before  the  user  ripens  into  a  right, 
is  a  trespass,  for  which  an  action  may  be  maintained  at  any  time, 
while  in  the  former  no  action  can  be  maintained  until  some  right 
has  been  invaded.  In  the  one  case  there  is  an  actual  invasion  of 
the  property  itself,  while  in  the  other  there  is  a  mere  invasion  of 
some  right.'  Therefore  it  will  be  seen,  that  while  in  the  one  case 
proof  of  the  adverse  user  for  the  requisite  period  may  be  compara- 
tivelv  easv.  in  the  other  it  is  alwavs  attended  with  s-reat  difhculty, 
and  in  some  instances  might  be  actually  incapable  of  proof. 

The  rule  is,  and  it  is  important  to  be  remembered,  in  view  of 


of  way,  acquired  for  the  drawing  of 
wood  from  a  lot,  ceased  to  exist  when 
the  wood  was  all  cut  off.  In  McCal- 
lum  p.  Germantown  Co.,  54  Pehn.  St. 
40,  it  was  held  that  where  a  waterway 
had  heen  acquired  to  bring  goods  to  a 
tavern,  it  did  not  exist  for  any  other 
purpose  than  the  occupancy  of  the 
tavern.  Simpson  v.  Coe,  4  X.  H.  301  ; 
McXab  r.  Adamson,  6  U.  C.  Rep.  100. 

1  Horner  v.  Stilwell,  35  X.  J.  307; 
Rexford  r.  Marquis,  7  Lans.  (X.  T.  S. 
C.)  251 :  Xoyes  v.  Morrill,  108  Mass.  396. 

In  Stiles  *;.  Hooker,  7  Cow.  (X.  T.) 
266,  it  was  held  that  when  a  person 
has  had  the  use  of  water  at  a  given 
height  for  twenty  years,  a  grant  will 
be  presumed  for  using  it  at  that  height, 
but  that  this  will  not  justify  him  in 
repairing  his  dam  so  as  to  raise  the 
water  higher,  and  flood  the  lands  above 
him  which  have  not  previously  been 


flooded.  See,  also,  Russell  v.  Scott,  9 
Cow.  (X.  Y.)  279 ;  Over  v.  Depui,  5 
Whart.  (Penn.)584. 

The  justice  of  this  rule  is  obvious. 
To  allow  a  person  to  build  a  dam  of  a 
given  height,  and  maintain  it  for 
twenty  years  in  a  leaky  condition,  so 
that  it  would  produce  no  injury  to 
those  above  him  on  the  stream,  and 
then  permit  him,  under  cover  of  a  pre- 
scriptive right,  to  repair  his  dam  and 
set  the  water  back  upon  riparian  own- 
ers above  him  on  the  stream,  would 
open  the  door  to  the  most  flagrant 
frauds  and  the  most  oppressive  wrongs. 

-  LiTTLEDALE,  J.,  in  Moore  t.  Raw- 
son,  3  B.  &  C.  333  ;  19  E.  C.  L.  333  ; 
Atkins  V.  Chilson,  7  Met.  (Mass.)  398. 

3  Holsman  v.  Boiling  Spring  Co.,  1 
McCarter  (X.  J.),  335 ;  Embrev  v. 
Owen,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  340  ;  Durel 
V.  Boisblanc,  1  La.  An.  407. 
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the  doctrines  that  will  be  announced  hereafter,  that  to  constitute 
an  adverse  user  requisite  to  sustain  the  right,  it  must  be  shown 
that  the  user  has  actually  invaded  the  rights  of  the  person 
against  whom  the  claim  is  made,  in  reference  to  the  particular 
matter  which  is  the  subject  of  complaint,  and  that  the  user,  dur- 
ing the  entire  statutory  period,  and  the  invasion  of  the  right, 
have  produced  an  injury  equal  to,  and  of  the  character  com- 
plained of,  and  of  such  a  character  and  to  such  an  extent  that  at 
any  time  during  that  period  an  action  might  have  been  main- 
tained therefor.'  , 

Sec.  706.  The  rule  in  reference  to  this  class  of  injuries  laid 
down  in  Crosby  v.  Bessey,  referred  to  in  the  preceding  note,  that 
the  injury  complained  of,  in  order  to  be  barred  by  a  prescriptive 
right,  must  have  been  continued  in  substantially  the  same  way^ 
and  with  equally  injurious  results  for  the  entire  statutory  period, 
and  that  the  right  does  not  begin  to  run  until  an  actual  actionable 
injury  is  inflicted,  is  the  true  one,  and  the  rule  that  must  neces- 
sarily be  applied  to  prescriptive  rights  to  perpetrate  consequential 
injuries  upon  others.'' 

Less  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  determining  these  ques- 
tions where  actual,  sensible  or  visible  injuries  result  from  a  nui- 
sance, than  in  that  class  of  cases  where  the  injury  is  to  the  com- 


•  In  Webb  v.  Bird,  13  C.  B.  (N.  S.), 
the  court  say  that  the  presumption  of 
a  grant  from  long  user  only  applies 
when  the  person  against  whom  the 
right  is  claimed  might  have  interrupted 
or  prevented  its  exercise.  Staiford- 
shire  Navigation  Co.  v.  Birmingham 
Navigation  Co.,  L.R.  1  H.  L.  254;  Flight 
».  Thomas,  10  Ad.  &  El. 

In  Crosby  v.  Bessey,  49  Me.  539,  it 
was  held  that  where  a  tanner  has 
thrown  the  bark  from  his  mill  into 
a  stream  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
he  acquires  no  prescriptive  right  to  the 
injury  of  those  below  on  whose  land 
it  is  deposited  by  the  natural  action  of 
the  water,  unless  it  appears  that  the 
deposit  has  been  made  on  the  same 
land,  with  the  same  injury,  during  the 
whole  term  of  the  twenty  years,  and 
that  the  right  does  not  begin  to  run 
until  actual  damage  is  inflicted.  Nor- 
ton V.  Valentine,  14  Vt.  230 ;  Webster 
V.  Flemming,  2  Humph.  (Tenn.)  518  ; 
Plumleigh  v.  Dawson,  1  Gil.  (111.^  544. 


In  Postlethwaite  v.  Paine,  &  Ind. 
104,  it  was  held  that  in  order  to  estab- 
lish a  right  by  prescription,  it  must,  as 
a  general  rule,  be  shown  to  have  been 
enjoyed  in  the  same  degree  and  to  the 
same  extent  as  claimed. 

In  Stein  «.  Burden,  24  Ala.  130,  it 
was  held  that  in  order  to  acquire  a  pre- 
scriptive right  to  divert  water  from  a 
running  stream,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
the  water  should  be  used  in  precisely 
the  same  manner,  or  applied  in  the 
same  way,  but  that  no  change  in  the 
method  of  use  can  be  made  that  oper- 
ates more  injuriously  to  those  whose 
interests  are  involved.  The  rule  as 
given  in  Postlethwaite  v.  Paine,  supra, 
is  the  true  rule,  as  applicable  to  water, 
or  any  interference  with  the  elements. 
It  will  readily  be  understood  that  the 
right  cannot  exceed  the  user,  and  that, 
as  it  is  the  user  long  continued  that 
confers  the  right,  it  must  necessarily 
be  the  measure  of  and  limit  the  right. 

■^  Crosby  v.  Bessey.  49  Me.  439. 


PRESCRIPTION^   FOE  NUISANCES.  721 

fortable  enjoyment  of  premises  by  invisible  agencies,  such  as 
noxious  smells,  deleterious  gases,  smoke  and  noxious  vapors;  there- 
fore, in  the  discussion  of  the  question  hereafter,  we  shall  conline 
ourselves  mainly  to  that  class  of  injuries. 

Sec.  707.  There  exists  in  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  this 
country,  a  seeming  confusion  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  a 
prescriptive  right  can  be  acquired  to  maintain  a  nuisance  that 
corrapts  the  atmosphere  with  noxious  smells,  deleterious  gases, 
smoke  or  noxious  vapors,  particularly  where  they  are  injurious  to 
health,'  and  in  some  instances  where  they  are  injurious  to  prop- 
erty," but  this  seeming  confusion  arises  from  the  loose  dicta  of 
courts  rather  than  from  the  actual  decision  of  the  cases. 

Sec.  708.  In  Camjphell  v.  Seamen,  2  iST.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  Kep. 
(Pars,  ed.)  240,  Potter,  J.,  in  discussing  the  question  as  to 
whether  a  prescriptive  right  can  be  acquired  to  maintain  a  nui- 
sance, says:  "It  is  also  urged  that  the  doctrine  of  prescription 
applies  to  the  defendant's  right  to  use  his  premises  as  a  brick- 
yard. There  are  some  dicta  in  the  reported  cases  in  England  as 
well  as  in  the  elementary  books  suggesting  that  an  individual  may 
acquire  a  right  to  maintain  an  offensive  trade  by  prescription,  by 
an  undisturbed  use  of  such  a  business  for  over  twenty  years.  In 
the  case  of  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.,  4  B.  &  S.  608, 
this  intimation  was  given  to  the  jury  by  the  judge  as  follows: 
'  Every  man  is  bound  to  use  his  own  property  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  injure  the  property  of  his  neighbor,  unless  by  lapse  of 
time  he  has  acquired  a  prescriptive  right  to  do  so.'  But  he  did 
not  intimate  that  the  right  by  prescription  applied  to  a  case  of 
nuisance  which  visibly  diminished  the  value  of  the  neighbor's 
property  and  destroyed  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  it,  but 
clearly  intimated  the  contrary  (p.  611).  In  a  nisi  jprius  ruling 
in  Rex  v.  Cross,  2  Car.  &  P.  183,  it  was  said,  'Jf  a  certain  nox- 
ious trade  is  already  established  in  a  place  remote  from  habitations 
*  *  *  and  persons  come  and  build  houses  within  the  reach  of 
its  noxious  effects,  in  those  cases  the  party  would  be  entitled  to 

1  amis  V.  Hall,  9  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  316.     1 ;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3  Sandf .  (N.  T.)  126  ; 
-  Dana  v.  Valentine,  5  Met.  (Mass.)     Fay  v.  Whitman,  '  00  Mass  547. 
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continue  his  trade,  because  his  trade  was  legal  before  the  election 
of  the  house,' "  etc. 

"  This  last  remark  of  the  judge  was  entirely  ohiter,  and,  was  it 
not  so,  it  is  in  conflict  with  other  English  authority.  The  English 
cases  with  their  conflicts  have  been  ablv  reviewed  in  our  own 
courts.  Whatever  may  be  the  rule  in  England  or  Pennsylvania 
on  the  subject  of  gaining  a  right  to  continue  nuisances  by  pre- 
scription, and  of  the  consideration  of  pecuniary  profit  to  him  who 
continues  it,  or  benefit  to  trade  and  commerce,  no  such  rule  pre- 
vails in  this  State.  "Such  a  doctrine,"  says  Daniels,  J.,  in 
Taylor  v.  People^  6  Park.  Cr.  Rep.  353,  "would  render  the 
property  of  others  subordinate  to  the  purposes  of  him  who  might, 
before  they  had  erected  their  dwellings,  have  devoted  his  own  to 
an  oflensive  and  unwholesome  business.  There  is  no  sound  prin- 
ciple of  taw  that  will  protect  any  man  in  thus  depriving  others 
of  the  substantial  use  and  enjoyment  of  their  property,"  That 
was  an  indictment  for  nuisance  in  maintaining  a  slaughter-house, 
and  it  was  held  to  be  no  defense  that  the  slaughter-house,  when 
built,  was  remote  from  habitations,  and  that  the  persons  suffering 
from  the  stench  afterward  built  their  dwellings  within  the  reach 
of  its  noxious  eflfects.  So  it  was  said  by  Jewett,  J.,  in  People 
V.  Cunningham^  1  Denio,  536,  "  No  lapse  of  time  will  enable  a 
party  to  prescribe  for  a  nuisance."  See  Mills  v.  Hall^  9  Wend. 
316,  and  cases  cited. 

This  same  rule  prevails  in  Massachusetts.  In  Commonwealth 
V.  Upton,  6  Gray,  473,  it  was  held,  that  carrying  on  an  oflensive 
trade  for  twenty  years  in  a  place  remote  from  buildings  and  public 
roads,  does  not  entitle  the  owner  to  continue  it  in  the  same  place 
after  houses  have  been  built  and  roads  laid  out  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, to  the  occupants  of  and  travelers  upon  which  it  is  a  nui- 
sance." 

The  doctrine  of  this  case  bearing  upon  the  question  of  pre- 
scription is  clearly  wrong  in  principle,  and  not  sustained  by 
the  authorities  referred  to  in  its  support,  or  by  any  author- 
ities to  be  found  in  the  books.  The  learned  judge  who  deliv- 
ered the  opinion  was  doubtless  misled  by  the  authorities  referred 
to,  and  failed  to  make  that  distinction  between  injuries  resulting 
from  a  public,  and  those  arising  from  a  purely  private  nuisance. 
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which  he  would  doubtless  have  made,  had  his  attention   been 
called  to  the  cases  bearing  upon  that  point. 

The  statement  of  the  court,  that  Melloe,  J.,  in  Tipping  v.  St. 
Helen  Smelting  Co.,  intimated  that  a  prescriptive  right  could  not 
be  acquired  for  the  exercise  of  a  noxious  trade,  is  hardly  sustained 
by  the  language  of  that  learned  judge  in  his  charge  to  the  jury, 
which  follows  the  portion  of  the  charge  quoted  by  Pottee,  J., 
ante.  He  adds :  "But  here  you  have  no  prescriptive  right  at  all, 
you  are  to  consider  this  as  if  done  recently,  and  you  are,  there- 
fore, not  embarrassed  by  any  consideration  of  that  sort."  It  can 
hardly  be  claimed  that  this  language  —  which  is  all  that  was  said 
upon  that  point — contains  any  sort  of  intimation  that,  if  the 
defendant  had  carried  on  his  trade  in  that  locality  for  twenty 
years,  he  might  not  have  acquired  a  prescriptive  right  to  continue 
it  there.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  very  evident  that  Justice  Mel- 
loe understood  that  such  a  right  migJtt  be  acquired,  but,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  as  in  that  case  the  nuisance  complained  of  had  only 
been  in  existence  two  years,  no  such  right  existed,  or  could  be 
set  up. 

The  dicta  in  Rex  v.  Cross,  referred  to  by  the  court,  had  no  . 
reference  whatever  to  a  prescriptive  right,  but  was  an  advance- 
ment of  that  mojistrous,  untenable  and  senseless  doctrine,  that  a 
person  by  being  first  in  point  of  time  in  the  occupancy  of  his 
premises,  for  however  short  a  period,  might  acquire  a  right  to  do 
any  act  legitimately  incident  to  his  business,  and  that  other 
owners  coming  later  to  the  locality  could  not  complain  of  its  ill 
effects. 

The  remarks  of  DA^^ELS,  J.,  in  Taylor  v.  The  People,  had  no 
reference  to  the  doctrine  of  prescription.  In  fact,  the  nuisance 
in  that  case  had  onlv  been  established  eleven  months,  when  the 
indictment  was  brought  and  the  case  tried.  "What  the  judge  in 
that  case  referred  to,  was  the  point  made  by  the  defense,  that 
the  defendant  having  erected  his  slaughter-house  when  no  dwell- 
ings were  near,  those  coming  to  dwell  within  its  sphere  were 
estopped  from  complaining  of  its  ill  results. 

In  the  case  of  The  People  v.  Cunningham,  the  remarks  of 
Jewett,  J.,  that  "  no  lapse  of  time  will  enable  a  person  to  prescribe 
for  a  nuisance  "  were  intended  to  apply  exclusively  to  a  public  nui- 
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gance.  as  is  evident  from  the  cases  referred  to  hy  him,  and  is  also 
evident  from  the  fact  that  so  eminent  a  jurist  would  hardlv  have 
made  so  grave  an  error  as  to  have  announced  such  an  unfounded 
and  erroneous  legal  proposition,  as  this  would  be,  if  it  was  given 
any  different  application. 

The  case  of  Cam.  v.  ZFpton,  refen-ed  to,  was  a  case  where  the 
respondent  was  indicted  for  maintaining  a  public  nuisance,  in  the 
shape  of  a  slaughter-house.  The  court  in  that  case  said  that 
there  "  can  be  no  prescription  for  a  public  nuisance ; "  but 
that  there  can  be  a  prescription  for  a  private  nuisance,  even  when 
the  nuisance  results  from  a  noxious  trade,  emitting  offensive 
smells,  has  long  been  held  in  ilassachusetts,  and  is  now  recog- 
nized as  the  law  of  that  State. 

In  Dana  v.  Valentine,  5  Met.  (Mass.)  8,  the  defendant  erected 
a  slaughter-house  in  the  suburbs  of  Cambridge,  and  maintained 
it  there  for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering  cattle,  boiling  soap  and 
manufacturing  candles,  from  the  year  1825  down  to  the  time 
when  the  plaintiffs  brought  their  bill  for  an  injunction,  with  a 
cesser  of  only  two  years.  The  plaintiffs  being  the  owners  of 
'  vacant  lots,  and  some  of  them  of  dwelling-houses  within  the  sphere 
of  its  effects,  brought  a  bill  to  restrain  the  defendant  from  carry- 
ing on  his  business  there.  The  defendant  set  up  a  user  of  his 
premises  for  that  purpose  for  twenty-four  years,  and  claimed  that 
he  had  acquired  a  right,  as  against  the  plaintiffs,  to  carry  on  his  ti-ade 
in  that  place.  The  court  denied  the  injunction,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  appeared  that  the  defendant  might  have  acquired  a  pre- 
scriptive right  to  exercise  his  trade  there.  The  court  say :  "  The 
defense  is,  that  the  defendant,  and  those  under  whom  he  claims 
his  title,  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  buildings  in  which  he 
carries  on  his  trade  for  more  than  twenty  years,  during  which 
time,  he  and  they  carried  on  his  trade  without  molestation  or 
interruption,  except  for  about  two  years,  during  which  the  build- 
ings were  not  so  used  by  them.  This,  prima  facie,  is  a  good 
foundation  for  the  presnmption  of  a  grant,  unless  the  said  non-user 
is  to  be  considered  as  breaking  the  continuity  of  the  possession. 
The  facts  and  circumstances  in  evidence  are  not  sufficient  to  enable 
the  court  to  give  any  decisive  opinion  on  this  point ;  but  such  as 
the  evidence  is,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  show  any  relinquishment  or 
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abandonment.  *  *  *  Another  objection  to  t-r  ie: 
title  bv  prescription  is,  that  until  lately  the  piaintifife  suiir 
damage  from  the  all^^  nuisance,  and  therefore  could  not  inter- 
fere to  prevent  its  continuance.  But  it  is  very  dear  that  when  a 
party's  right  of  property  is  inTaded,  he  may  maintain  an  action 
for  an  invasion  of  his  right  without  proof  of  actual  damages.'' ' 

Sec.  709.  TheoreUoaJh/  the  doctrine  as  announced  in  Campbell 
V.  Seamen^  ante^  is  incorrect  and  not  sustained  either  in  principle 
or  by  authority  :  but  practicaUy  it  is  so  or  very  nearly  so.  This 
mav  seem  a  srrange  assertion  at  first  thought,  but  it  is  neverthe- 
.ess  true,  and  very  lew  cases  are  to  be  found  where,  when  a  pre- 
scriptive right  has  been  asserted,  to  send  a  polluted  atmosphere 
over  another's  premises,  the  right  has  been  sustained-'  Xot, 
however,  because  the  right  cannot  be  acquired,  because  the  cases 
lullv  recognize  the  right  in  numerous  instances ;  *  but  because  the 


'  Grant  r.  Lvon,  -4  Met,  (Mass.)  4» .  ; 
Atkins  c.  Boardman,  2  id.  469  ;  BoliTar 
M'fe  Co.  c.  Xeponset  M'fg  Co.,  16  Pick. 
(Mass..  247. 

-  In  Oiarity  c.  Riddle,  14  F.  C.  (Sc) 
^40,  the  defendants  had  erected  and 
carried  on  for  more  than  rwentv  rears 
in  the  suburbs  of  Glasgow,  an  estab- 
lishment for  the  manufacture  of  glue, 
which  emitted  nauseous  and  ofien^ve 
stenches.  If  also  appeared  that  there 
were  other  establi^unents  of  a  nox- 
ious character  in  the  neighborhood. 
The  defendant  being  about  to  en- 
large his  works,  the  plainti£r  brought 
his  petition  for  an  interdict.  The  court 
held  that  bv  an  unmolested  uninter- 
rupted exercise  of  his  trade  in  that 
looditT  for  twenty  years  the  defend- 
ant had  acquired  a  prescriptive  right 
as  against  the  plaintiff  to  continue  it, 
but  that  he  could  not  increase  the  nui- 
sance by  increasing  the  capacity  of  his 
■works,  and  prohibited  him  from  enlarg- 
ing them. 

In  Duncan  r.  Earl  of  Moray.  15  F.  C. 
(Sc.i  302,  the  defendant  and  others  had 
for  more  than  forty  years  been  accus- 
tomed to  collect  the  fuUze  from  the 
sewage  of  Edinboro"  that  was  dis- 
charged into  the  sea  and  found  its 
wav  into  the  Foul  Bum,  in  pits, 
and  the  matter  thus  collected  there 
was  used  for  manure,  and  emitted 
noxious  stenches  that  irere  very  of- 
fensive. The  plaintiff  who  resided 
and  owned  property  on  the  banks  of 


the  Foul  Bum  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
defendant's  pits,  brought  his  action 
against  him  therefor.  The  court  held 
tha',  it  appearing  that  these  pits  had 
exis:ed  for  forty  vears,  and  that  the 
onensive  smells  therefrom  were  no 
more  offensive  than  formeriy,  the  de- 
fendant had  acquired  a  prescriptive 
right  to  maintain  them  there.  Col- 
viUe  B.  Middleton,  19  F.  C.  (St)  339 ; 
MiUer  p.  Marshall,  5  Mur.  (8c.)  32. 

*  Tipping  e.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co., 
11  H.  Lu  Cas.  ftl3.  In  Bli^  f.  HaU,  6 
Scott,  500.  Park,  J.,  said :  "  Twen^ 
years  user  would  legalize  the  nui- 
sance,"  which  was  for  offensive 
stenches  arising  from  a  candle  factory. 

In  Kic  de  D.  Assize  Book,  4,  pL  3,  p. 
6,  cited  in  Gale  on  Elasements,  p.  1S7, 
the  conn  recogniied  a  prescriptivo 
right  to  maintjtin  a  lime  kUn. 

In  EUiottson  9.  Feetham.  3  Bing. 
(N.  C.)  13^ ;  S.  C,  3  Scott,  1T4  the  de- 
fendant set  up  a  prior  use  of  ten  years, 
but  the  court  held  that  only  a  user  of 
twenty  years  would  l^alize  a  m^mf 
nuisance. 

In  Roberts  r.  Oaike,  IS  L.  T.  N.  ?.) 
4S,  which  was  an  action  for  berniag 
brick  near  the  plaintiff's  dwelling,  and 
sending  smoke  and  offensive  stendies 
over  the  plaintiff's  prenxises,  the  court 
recognized  the  right  by  prescription 
to  exercise  such  a  trade,  although  not 
held  sufficient  in  this  case.  Dana  «. 
Valentine,  5  MetCL  (Mass.)  8;  Flis^t*. 
Thomas,  10  Ad.  Ai  EL  -590. 
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burden  of  establishing  the  right  by  user  is  upon  him  who  asserts  it, 
and  applying  the  rules  applicable  to  the  acquisition  of  such  rights, 
there  are  very  few  cases  in  which  it  can  be  clearly  established. i 


Sec.  710.  The  fact  that  a  noxious  trade  has  been  exercised  for 
twenty  years  in  a  particular  locality  does  not  by  any  means  estab- 
lish a  prescriptive  right  to  exercise  it  there.  It  is,  however,  evi- 
dence, from  which,  in  connection  with  other  proof,  the  right  may 
be  established.  But,  in  order  to  establish  the  right  as  against 
any  party  complaining,  the  burden  is  imposed  upon  the  defend- 
ant who  sets -up  the  right  as  a  defense,  of  proving  that  for  the 
period  of  twenty  years  he  has  sent  over  the  premises  in  question 
from  his  works  an  atmosphere  equally  as  polluted  and  offensive 
as  that  complained  of.''  Proof  that  he  has  polluted  the  air  is  not 
enough ;  he  must  show  that  for  the  requisite  period  he  has  sent 
over  the  land  an  atmosphere  so  impure  and  polluted  as  to  operate 
as  an  actual  invasion  of  the  rights  of  those  owning  the  premises 
affected  thereby,  and  in  such  a  manner  that  the  owner  of  the 
premises  might  have  maintained  an  action  therefor.  Less  than 
that  is  insufficient.'  He  must  also  show  that  his  user  at  the  time 
when  the  action  is  brought  is  not  substantially  in  excess  of  that 
which  he  has  exercised  during  the  period  requisite  to  acquire  the 
right.*  The  right  is  restricted  to  and  measured  by  the  use.*  For 
all  excess  of  user,  an  action  lies.  The  enjoyment  of  a  limited 
right  cannot  lawfully  be  enlarged,  and  any  excess  of  use  over 
that  covered  by  the  actual  user  under  which  the  right  was  gained, 


'  Bradley's  Fish  Co.  v.  Dudley,  37 
Conn.  136. 

2  Flight  V.  Thomas,  10  Ad.  &E1.  590. 

3  Roberts  i).  Clarke,  18  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 
48  ;  Luther  v.  Winnissimmet  Co.,  9 
Gush.  (Mass.)  171. 

*  Weld  V.  Hornby,  7  East,  195  ;  Top- 
ling  V.  Jones,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  265 ;  Gold- 
smith V.  Tunbridge  Wells,  etc..  Im- 
provement Co.,  1  L,  R.  Eq.  Cas.  353  ; 
Baxendale  v.  Murray,  3  L.  II.  Ch.  App. 
790 ;  Ball  v.  Ray,  S  id.  467  ;  Crossley 
&  Sons  V.  Lightowler,  3  L.  R.  Eq.  Cas. 
279  ;■  Stein  v.  Burden,  34  Ala.  130. 

6  Ballard  v.  Dyson,  1  Taunt.  377 ; 
Jackson  v.  Stacey,  1  Halt.  455  ;  Cowl- 
ing V.  Higginson,  4  M.  &  W.  345;  Pear- 
don  V.  Underhill,  16  Q.  B.  133  ;  Davies 


V.  Williams,  id.  547;  Bower  v.  Hill,  3 
Bing.  (N.  C.)  339  ;  De  Rutzen  v.  Lloyd, 
5  Ad.  &  El.  456 ;  Allan  v.  Somme,  11 
id.  759  ;  Higlram  v.  Rabett,  5  Bing.  (N. 
C.)  633  ;  Henuing  v.  Barnett,  8  Exchq. 
187 ;  Brooks  v.  Curtis,  4  Lans.  (N.  Y. 
S.  C.)  283 ;  Wright  v.  Moore,  39  AIsl. 
593;  Atwater  v.  Bodfish,  11"  Gray 
(Mass.),  153;  Rexford  v.  Marquis,  7 
Lans.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  857;  Simpson  v. 
Coe,  4  N.  H.  301  ;  Horner  v.  Stilwell, 
35  N.J.  307;  Noyes  v.  Morrill.  108 
Mass.  396;  Stiles  v.  Hooker,  7  Cow.  ( X. 
Y.)366;  Burrell  v.  Scott,  9  id.  279; 
Dyer  «.  Dupey,  5  Whart.  (Penn.)  584; 
Rogers  v.  Allen,  1  Camp.  313  ;  Martin 
«.  Gable,  id.  330;  Bealey  v.  Shaw,  6 
East,  308. 
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will  be  actionable/  The  rule  is,  that  "  a  prescription  is  enUre 
and  cannot  be  splii^'  by  either  the  party  setting  it  up,  or  the 
party  opposing  it.  In  Rogers  v.  Allen,  1  Camp.  308,  the  plaintiff 
brought  an  action  of  trespass  against  the  defendant  for  breaking 
and  entering  a  several  fishery.  The  plaintiff  alleged  in  his  declara- 
tion a  prescriptive  right  of  Ushing  OYQvfour  places  in  a  navigable 
river.  Upon  trial,  he  failed  to  prove  a  right  in  but  three,  and  the 
court  held  that  when  an  action  is  brought  to  recover  for  an  injury 
to  a  prescriptive  right,  the  prescription  must  be  proved  as  laid, 
and  that  if  the  right  is  only  shown  to  exist  in  three  of  the  places 
named  in  the  declaration,  the  variance  is  fatal,  and  no  recovery 
can  be  had  even  though  it  is  also  shown  that  the  trespasses  were 
committed  in  one  of  the  three  places  over  which  the  right  existed. 
The  party  does  not  fail  because  he  shows  the  right  to  be  more 
ample  than  he  lias  laid  it,'  but  he  must  prove  it  to  exist  to  the 
full  extent  claimed.^  The  effect  of  this  rule  is  this,  where  a  per- 
son sets  up  a  prescriptive  right  to  do  an  act  with  which  he  is 
charged  in  an  action  on  the  case,  as  for  the  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere  over  the  plaintiff 's  premises,  by  carrying  on  a  par- 
ticular trade,  he  is  bound  to  set  up  a  right  to  do  all  that  he  is 
charged  with  doing,  in  the  declaration,  that  forms  the  basis  of  an 
action  for  damages.  He  cannot  defend  by  setting  up  a  prescrip- 
tive right  to  do  less,  and  if  he  sets  up  a  prescriptive  right  to  do 
all  that  he  is  charged  with  doing,  his  plea  fails,  if  he  fails  to  show 
a  right  as  extensive  as  the  one  exercised  by,  and  charged  against 
him  in  the  declaration.  Therefore  he  does  not  sustain  his  plea 
by  proof  of  a  right  to  jpolhute  the  air,  unless  he  also  shows  that  he 
had  a  right  to  pollute  it  to  the  extent  and  with  the  results  charged 
and  proved  against  him.  This  was  held  as  early  as  the  case  of 
Rotheram  v.  Green,  Noy,  67,  and  has  not  been  materially  varied 
since.  The  soundness  of  the  doctrine  is  apparent  and  is  well 
sustained  by  authority." 

'  Chandler  ^.Thompson,  3  Camp.  80;  Case,  7  Coke,  5  ;  Hickman  v.  Thorny, 

"Weld  v.  Hornleyi  7  East,  195;  Tapling  Free.  211 ;  Kingsmill  v.  Bull,  9  East. 

V.  Jones,  11  H.'L.  Cas.  290  ;  Staight  v.  185;  Moorewood  v.  Jones,  4  T.  E.  157. 
Burn,  5  L.  R.  (Ch.  App.)  163.  *  Tapling  v.  Jones,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  290 ; 

^  Johnson  v.  Thoroughgood,  Hob.  64;  Weld  v.  Hornby,   7   East,  195  ;  Bailey 

Bushwood  V.  Bond.  Cro.  Eliz.  722.  v.  Appleyard.  3  Nev.  &  P.    172  ;  Wil- 

^  Rotheram  v.  Green,  Noy,  67  ;  Con-  come  v.  IJpton,  6  M.  &.  W.  536. 
gers  V.  Jackson,   Clay.    19 ;  Corbett's 
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Sec.  711.  It  is,  as  has  before  been  stated,  not  enough  to  sho^v' 
that  a  noxious  trade  has  been  exercised  in  a  particular  locality  for 
twenty  years,  and  a  plea  setting  up  a  prescriptive  right  in  that 
way  would  be  bad,  and  a  verdict  for  the  defendant  upon  such  a 
plea  would  be  set  aside.  In  Flight  v.  Thomas^  10  Ad.  &  El.  590, 
the  plaintiff  brought  an  action  against  the  defendant  for  sending 
offensive  smells  over  his  premises.  The  defendant  replied  by 
setting  up  that  for  more  than  twenty  years  prior  to  the  bringing 
of  the  plaintiff's  action  he  by  himself  and  his  predecessors  had 
enjoyed  and  exercised  the  right  without  molestation,  of  using  a 
certain  mixen  in  and  upon  his  premises,  and  that  the  smells  and 
stenches  complained  of  in  the  plaintiff's  declaration  arose  from 
said  mixen,  necessarily  and  unavoidably,  but  the  plea  did  not 
allege  that  the  smells  had  gone  over  the  plaintiff's  land  for  twenty 
years.  The  jury  found  that  the  mixen  was  a  nuisance  but  that 
the  plaintiff  had  used  it  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  a  verdict 
was  thereupon  entered  for  the  defendant.  Upon  a  rule  to  show 
cause  why  judgment  should  not  be  rendered  for  the  plaintiff  non 
obstante  veredicto^  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  said  :  "  There  is  no 
claim  of  an  easement,  unless  you  make  it  appear  that  the  offen- 
sive smell  has  been  used  for  twenty  years  to  go  over  to  the  plains 
tiff^s  land.  The  plea  may  be  completely  proved  without  proving 
that  the  nuisance  ever  has  passed  beyond  the  limits  of  the  defend- 
ant's own  land." 

LiTTLEDALE,  J.,  Said :  "  The  plea  onl}'^  shows  that  the  defendant 

■  has  enjoyed,  as  of  right,  and  without  interruption  for  twenty 

years,  the  benefit  of  something  that  occasioned  a  smell  in  his  own 

land."     The  judgment  was  reversed  and  judgment  rendered  for 

the  plaintiff  non  obstante  veredicto. 

Sec.  712.  The  right  being  only  to  the  extent  of  the  use,  and  it 
being  incumbent  upon  the  defendant  to  establish  the  right  by 
proving  a  use  as  extensive  as  that  complained  of,'  and  in  addition 
thereto,  to  prove  that  for  the  requisite  period,  the  noxious  smells 
have  passed  over  the  plaintiff's  premises,  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
be  a  nuisance,  and  actionable  as  such,"  and  the  presumption  being 

'Ballard  ».  Dyson,  1  Taunt.  179;  389;  Atwater  ■».  Bodfish,  11  Gray 
Richardson  «.  Pond,  IS  Gray  (Mass.),     (Mass.),  152. 

'^  Flight  -«.  Thomas.  10  Ad.  &  El.  590. 
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that  he  who  does  an  act  upon  his  own  premises  confines  all  its  ill 
effects  there,  then  the  difficultj  of  establishing  a  prescriptive  right 
in  such  a  case  is  obvious.'  The  presumption  is  that  all  acts  done 
upon  one's  own  premises  are  lawful,  therefore,  if  the  party  doing 
the  acts  seeks  to  avail  himself  of  them  to  establish  a  right,  the 
burden  is  upon  him  to  show  that  during  the  whole  period  of 
user  they  have  been  unlawful.' 

Sec.  713.  In  order  to  establish  a  right  by  prescription,  the 
acts  by  which  it  is  sought  to  establish  it  must  operate  as  an  inva- 
sion of  the  particular  right  that  it  is  sought  to  quiet  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  be  actionable  during  the  whole  period  of  use,  so  that 


•  Flight  V.  Thomas,  ante. 

2  Mouke  V.  Butter,  1  Rolle's  Rep.  83  ; 
Williams  v.  The  East  India  Co.,  3  East, 
199  ;  Lord  Halifax's  Case,  Buller's  X. 
P.  298 ;  Powell  v.  Millbank,  2  Bl.  851  ; 
Rex  V.  Combs,  Comb.  57  ;  Viner's  Abr. 
tit.  Evidence. 

In  Branch  v.  Doane,  17  Conn.  402,  it 
was  held  that  the  time  while  the  dam 
was  being  constructed,  and  the  time 
that  intervened  between  its  construc- 
tion and  the  permanent  setting  back 
of  the  water,  is  not  included  in  the 
duration  of  the  use,  and  that  the  right 
does  not  begin  to  run  until  an  actual 
invasion  of  the  party's  rio:ht  is  created. 
Casper  v.  Smith,  9  S.  &  R.  (Penn.)  33 ; 
Cooper  V.  Barber,  3  Taunt.  99. 

In  Murgatroydu.  Robinson,  7  Ellis  & 
B.  391,  the  defendant  had  for  a  long 
time  been  accustomed  to  throw  cinders 
from  his  works  into  the  stream  which 
fed  the  plaintiff's  mill.  He  had  ex- 
ercised this  right  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  but  no  injury  resulted  to  the 
plaintiff's  works  therefrom  until  the 
time  named  in  the  declaration.  The 
court  held  that  the  prescriptive  right 
would  be  claimed  as  dating  beyond  the 
time  when  actual  injury  resulted  from 
the  use. 

In  Polly  V.  McCall,  37  Ala.  30,  the 
defendant  dug  a  ditch  in  his  own  land 
and  diverted  the  waters  of  a  stream 
flowing  through  his  land  and  the  plain- 
tiffs into  the  ditch.  The  ditch  was 
thus  maintained  for  several  years,  and 
no  injury  resulted  to  the  plaintiff 
therefrom.  But  the  ditch  having  been 
allowed  to  become  foul  and  clogged, 
the  plaintiff's  premises  were  injured. 
In  an  action  for  the  injury,  the  defend- 

92 


ant  set  up  a  prescriptive  right  to  main- 
tain the  ditch  and  divert  the  water 
there,  but  the  court  held  in  that  case 
that  the  prescription  could  not  date 
beyond  the  time  when  injury  first  re- 
sulted to  the  plaintiff  from  the  diver- 
sion. Roundtree  v.  Bountly,  34  Ala. 
544 ;  Crosby  v.  Bessey,  49  Me.  539. 

In  Parker  v.  Foot,  19  Wend.  (N.Y.) 
309,  it  was  held,  that  it  was  enough  if 
a  right  was  invaded,  so  that  an  action 
could  be  maintained  therefor,  even 
though  no  actual  damage  existed. 
Hobson  V.  Todd,  4  T.  R.  71 ;  Bliss  v. 
Rice,  17  Pick.  (Mass.)  23;  Atkins  v. 
Boardman,  2  Met.  (Mass.)  457;  Hap- 
wood  V.  Schoefield,  2  M.  &  Rob.  34 ; 
Shadwell  v.  Hutchinson,  4  C.  &  P.  333. 

In  Young  v.  Spencer,  10  B.  &  C.  145, 
the  plaintiff  brought  an  action  against 
the  defendant,  who  was  his  tenant, 
for  opening  a  new  door,  alleging  as  a 
ground  of  recovery  that  by  the  cutting 
of  the  door  the  house  was  weakened 
and  injured.  The  jury  found  that  the 
defendant  cut  the  door,  but  also  found 
that  the  house  was  not  weakened 
thereby.  A  verdict  having  been  di- 
rected for  the  defendant  upon  a  rule 
to  show  cause,  the  court  ordered  a 
new  trial  on  the  ground  that,  although 
the  house  might  not  be  weakened, 
some  right  of  the  reversioner  might 
thereby  have  been  injured. 

In  Patrick  v.  Green  way  m.  cited 
2  Wm.  Saunders,  175,  u.,  the  plaintiff 
brought  an  action  against  the  defend- 
ant for  fishing  in  his  fishery.  The 
defendant  caught  no  fish,  but  the  court 
sustained  the  action  upon  the  ground 
of  its  being  an  invasion  of  the  plain- 
tiff's right. 
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the  party  whose  estate  is  sought  to  be  charged  with  the  servitude 
could  have  maiutained  an  action  therefor.  The  rule  is,  that  a 
prescription  can  only  operate  against  one  who  is  capable  of 
making  a  grant.  Therefore,  if  the  estate  was  in  the  possession 
of  a  tenant  for  life,'  or  for  a  term,''  or  if  the  owner  of  the  fee  was 
a  minor,'  a  married  woman,*  or  an  insane  person,^  no  right  can 
be  acquired  during  the  term,  or  while  the  disability  exists.  In 
order  to  acquire  the  right,  the  person  owning  the  estate  affected 
thereby  must  be  in  a  condition  to  resist  it.  But  where  the 
adverse  use  has  begun  before  the  owner  of  the  servient  estate  lets 
it,  the  letting  of  the  estate  does  not  prevent  the  acquisition  of 
the  right.  He  having  been  in  a  position  to  resist  the  adverse  use, 
cannot,  by  voluntarily  putting  himself  in  a  position  where  he  can- 
not resist  it,  prevent  the  perfection  of  the  right  while  the  estate  is 
in  the  possession  of  the  tenant."  Neither  does  the  fact  that  the 
premises  are  in  the  possession  of  a  tenant  permit  the  perfection 
of  the  right,  if  the  injury  is  of  such  a  character,  and  is  known  to 
the  landlord,  that  he  could  maintain  an  action  for  an  injury  to  the 
reversion.'' 

It  is  only  as  against  such  rights  as  operate  an  injury  to  the 
reversion,  so  that  an  action  can  be  maintained  by  the  reversioner 
therefor,  that  a  prescriptive  right  can  be  acquired  while  the  prem- 
ises are  in  the  possession  of  a  tenant,  and  then,  in  order  to 
acquire  the  right,  the  user  must  be  open  and  of  such  a  character 
that  the  reversioner  may  fairly  be  presumed  to  have  knowledge 
of  it,  or  actual  knowledge  must  be  shown.  Indeed,  the  user 
must  be  such  that  it  can  fairly  be  said  to  be  with  the  acquiescenoe 
of  the  reversioner,  and  an  acquiescence  by  the  tenant  does  not 
bind  him.* 


>  McGj-egoru.  Waite,  10  Gray  (Mass.), 
75  ;  Barker  ».  Richardson,  4  B.  &  Aid. 
579 ;  Wood  «.  Veal,  5  B.  &  S.  454 ;  Har- 
per v.  Charles  worth,  4  B.  &  C.  574. 

^  Wood  ».  Veal,  ante.  In  Bright  v. 
Walker,  1  C.  M.  &  R.  311,  it  was  held 
that  the  user  must  be  such  as  to  give 
a  right  against  ail  persons  having 
estates  in  the  lands  affected  thereby. 
See  Winship  v.  Hudspeth,  10  Eschq. 
8,  Alderson,  B. 

^Watkins  ».  Peck.  13  N.  H.  360; 
Mebaue  «.  Patrick,  1  Jones  (N.  C),  26. 

*  McGregor  v.  Waite,  ante. 


5  Edson  '0.  Munsell,  10  Allen  (Mass.), 
557. 

^  Mebane  v.  Patrick,  ante ;  Cross  ®. 
Lewis,  2  B.  &  C.  686  ;  Fracey  «.  Ather- 
ton,  36  Vt.  503;  Wallace  v.  Fletcher, 
10  Foster  (N.  H.),  434 ;  Tyler  «.  Wil- 
kinson,  4  Mason  (IJ.  S.),  402. 

'  Wallace  d.  Fletcher,  10  Foster  (N. 
H.),  153  ;  Shadwell  «.  Hutchinson,  4  C. 
&  P.  338  :  Tucker  v.  Newman,  11  Ad. 
&  El.  40. 

^  In  Bradbury  v.  Grinsel,  2  Wm. 
Saunders,  175,  n,  it  was  said  that 
"■  though  an  uninterrupted  poseession 
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Sec.  714.  Where,  however,  a  tenant  for  life  or  for  a  term 
acquiesces  in  the  use  of  the  estate  in  a  particular  way,  by  anothei 
for  the  requisite  period  to  acquire  a  prescriptive  right,  the  righl 
exists  so  long  as  his  estate  exists,  but  expires  with  its  determina 
tion.' 

Sec.  715.  Again,  in  order  to  acquire  a  title  by  prescription,  the 
user  must  be  peaceable  and  uninterrupted,  and  must  be  aoquiesced 
in  bv  the  owner  of  the  land.  Therefore,  where  the  user  was  the 
subject  of  frequent  controversies  between  the  parties,  or  if  the 
owner  Temonstrated  against  the  use,*  or  denied  the  right  of  the 
party  exercising  the  use  to  do  so,^  no  right  is  acquired.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  the  owner  of  the  land  should  resort  to  actual  vio- 
lence to  resist  the  use,  but  any  act  which  shows  his  positive  dissent 
thereto  to  the  knowledge  of  the  person  exercising  the  use,  will 
defeat  the  acquisition  of  the  right  by  defeating  the  presumption 
that  arises  from  acquiescence.'' 


Sec.  716.  The  right,  as  previously  stated,  begins  to  run  from 
the  time  when  actual  injury  results  from  the  user,  either  to  property 
itself,  or  to  some  right,  for  an  invasion  of  which  an  action  lies.    It 


of  twenty  years  or  upward  should  be 
a  bar  in  an  action  on  the  case,  yet  the 
rule  miist  ever  be  taken  with  this 
qualification,  that  the  possession  was 
held  with  the  acquiescence  of  him  who 
owned  the  inheritance."  "  For,"  adds 
the  learned  editor,  "  if  a  tenant  for  a 
term  of  years,  or  life,  permits  another 
to  enjoy  an  easement  on  his  estate  for 
twenty  years  or  upward  without  inter- 
ruption, and  then  the  particular  estate 
determines,  such  user  will  not  afifect 
him  who  has  the  inheritance  in  rever- 
sion or  remainder ;  but,  when  it  vests 
in  possession,  he  may  dispute  the  right 
to  the  easement,  and  the  length  of  pos- 
session toill  he  no  answer  to  his  claim. 
Blanchard  v.  Bridges,  4  Ad.  &  El.  176 ; 
Daniel  v.  North,  11  East,  373  ;  Parker 
V.  Framingham,  8  Mete.  (Mass.)  200  ; 
Baxter  v.  Taylor,  4  B.  &  Ad.  73  ;  Bark- 
er V.  Richardson,  id.  579 ;  Davies  v. 
Stephens,  7  C.  &  P.  570 ;  School  Dis- 
trict V.  Lynch,  33  Conn.  334  ;  Cross  v. 
Lewis,  3  B.  &  C.  686 ;  Sargeaut  v.  Bal- 
lard. 9  Pick.    (Mass.)   351  ;   Edson   v. 


Munsell,  10  Allen  (Mass.),  567  ;  Gray 
V.  Bond,  5  Moore,  334. 

In  Perrin  v.  Garfield,  37  Vt.  311,  the 
court  held  that  the  maintenance  of  a 
mill-dam  is  such  a  matter  of  notoriety 
that  knowledge  of  it  on  the  part  of  the 
owner  will  be  presumed.  Ingraham 
-0.  Hough,  1  Jones  (N.  C),  42. 

'  Wallace  v.  Fletcher,  10  Foster  (N. 
H.),  453. 

2  Bealey  v.  Shaw,  6  East,  316  ;  Still- 
man  -y.  \Vhite  Rock  Co.,  3  Wood.  &  M. 
(U.  S.)  549. 

3  Nichols  «.  Aylor.  7  Leigh  (Va.),  546; 
Tracey  v.  Atherton,  36  Vt.  514  ;  Powell 
v.  Bragg,  8  Gray  (Mass.),  441  ;  Eaton 
v.  Swanson   Works  Co.,  17  Q.  B.  367 
Sivett  ».  Wilson,  3  Bing.  (N.  C.)  115 
Smith  v.  Miller,  11  Gray  (Mass.),  148 
Coke's  Litt.  113  b. 

■*  Powell  v.  Bragg,  ante.  In  Bailey 
■w.  Appleyard,  3  Nev.  &  P.  157,  the  put- 
ting up  of  a  rail  across  a  path  by  the 
owner  of  the  land,  although  it  waa 
soon  after  removed  by  some  person, 
was  held  to  be  such  an  interruption  as 
to  defeat  the  right. 
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is  also  essential,  in  order  to  enable  the  user  to  ripen  into  a  right, 
that  the  use  should  be  continuous.  But,  as  to  what  is  such  a  con- 
tinuous user  as  will  perfect  the  right,  is  a  question  to  be  deter- 
mined from  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case,  and  is  to  be 
determined  with  reference  to  the  nature  and  character  of 'the  right 
claimed.  It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the  right  must  be  exer- 
cised continuously,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  without  cessa- 
tion or  interruption,  but  that  it  is  to  be  exercised  as  continuously 
and  uninterruptedly  as  the  nature  of  the  right  claimed  requires, 
in  order  to  satisfy  a  jury  that  the  right  claimed  is  commensurate 
witli  the  user.  Thus,  in  order  to  acquire  a  right  of  way  across 
another's  land,  it  is  not  essential  that  the  person  asserting  the 
right  should  have  passed  over  the  way  every  day  in  the  year  or 
even  every  month  in  the  year.  It  is  sufficient  if  he  has  used  the 
way  as  his  convenience  and  necessity  required,  and  that  his  user 
be  such  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  his  intention  to  maintain 
his  use  of  the  way  as  of  rights  But  he  must  not  suffer  unreason- 
able periods  to  elapse  between  his  acts  of  user.  Thus  it  has  been 
held,  that  where  a  party  claiming  a  right  of  way  over  another's 
land  to  get  the  hay  from  an  adjoining  lot  once  each  year,  that 
the  exercise  of  this  right  once  a  year,  as  of  right,  will  sustain  a 
prescriptive  right  for  such  a  use.^  But  such  a  user  would  not 
confer  a  right  of  way  for  any  purpose  and  at  any  time  tliat  the 
party  might  see  fit  to  exercise  it.  The  continuity  must  not  be 
broken,*  and  whether  or  not  it  has  been,  depends  upon  the  nature 
of  the  easement  claimed,  and  non-user  in  reference  thereto.* 


'  Pollard  v.  Barnes,  2  Gush.  (Mass.) 
191  ;  Bodfish  v.  Bodfish.  105  Mass.  317; 
Lowei).  Carpenter,  6  Excli.  630,  Parke, 
B. ;  Parks  v.  Mitchell,  11  Excliq.  788  ; 
Hoo:^  «.  Gill,  1  McMullen  (S.  C),  359  ; 
Nash  V.  Peders,  1  Spear  (S.  C),  17. 

'^  Carr  v.  Foster,  32  B.  581. 

3  In  Coke's  Litt.  1 136,  the  doc- 
trine as  borrowed  from  Bracton  is  laid 
down  as  follows :  "  The  possession 
must  be  long,  continuous  &ndi peaceable. 
XcHy,  that  is,  during  the  time  required 
by  law ;  contimious,  that  is,  uninter- 
rupted by  any  lawful  impediment ; 
and  peaceable,  because  if  it  be  conten- 
tious, and  the  opposition  be  on  good 
grounds,  the  party  will  be  in  the  same 
condition  as  at  the  beginning  of  his 
enjoyment.    There  must  be  long  use. 


without  force,  witliout  secrecy,  as  of 
right,  and  witliout  interruption."  Here 
all  the  requisite  elements  to  acquire  a 
prescriptive  right  are  concisely  stated, 
and  whether  or  not  they  exist  in  a 
given  case,  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be 
determined  by  the  jury,  in  view  of 
the  right  claimed,  the  manner  in"  which 
it  has  been  used,  and  the  purpose  of 
its  use.  The  burden  of  establishing 
the  existence  of  all  these  elements,  and 
consequently  of  establishing  the  right, 
is  always  upon  him  who  asserts  it." 

*  Pollard  V.  Barnes,  2  Cush.  (Mass.) 
191 ;  Watt  V.  Trapp,  2  Rich.  (S.  C.)  136; 
Geranger  v.  Summers,  2  Ired.  (N.  C.) 
229  ;  Winnepesogee  Go.  v.  Young,  40 
N.  H  436  ;  Carlisle  v.  Cooper,  46  E. 
Green  (N.  J.),  261. 
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Sec.  717.  As  before  stated,  the  extent  of  the  user  and  the 
continuity  thereof  must  be  commensurate  with  the  nature  of  the 
right  claimed,  and,  while  one  class  of  use  will  establish  a  right 
of  way,'  or  a  right  to  flow  land  by  the  erection  of  a  mill-dam,* 
yet  quite  another  and  different  user  would  be  required  to  estab- 
lish a  right  to  send  a  stream  of  polluted  air  over  another's  prem- 
ises. But,  if  any  invasion  of  the  rights  of  an  adjoining  owner 
for  the  statutory  period  can  be  shown,  there  is  no  question  that  a 
right  to  maintain  an  offensive  trade  by  prescription,  and  to  send 
therefrom  a  stream  of  impure  air  over  another''s  premises,  may 
be  acquired  by  an  iexercise  of  the  trade  in  a  particular  locality, 
as  well  as  to  establisli  a  right  of  way  or  any  other  right  which 
can  be  acquired  by  grant.' 

Sec.  718.  In  the  case  of  a  right  of  way,  there  is  an  actual 
invasion  of  the  property  oi  another  of  a  tangible  character,  and 
the  long  continuance  of  these  invasions  raises  a  presumption  of 
right ;  ]:>ut  the  very  ground  upon  which  the  presumption  rests, 
is  the  invasion  of  the  land,  long  continued.  In  the  case  of  a 
prescriptive  right  to  pollute  the  air  over  another's  land,  the 
agency  by  which  the  injury  is  inflicted  being  invisible,  and  the 
damage  not  being  visible  and  sensible,  and  the  act  producing 
the  invasion  being  committed  and  exercised  upon  the  lands  of  the 
party  claiming  the  right,  he  labors  under  the  disadvantage  of 
being  compelled  not  only  to  overcome  the  presumption  that  his 
acts  are  legal,  and  all  the  injurious  consequences  confined  to  his 
own  land,  but  also  of  being  compelled  to  establish  the  fact  that, 
during  the  entire  period  requisite  to  gain  the  right,  he  has  been 
sending  over  his  neighbor's  land  a  contaminated  and  polluted 
atmosphere  from  his  works,  and  that,  during  all  that  time,  the 

'  Carr  ».  Poster,  3  Q.  B.  58.  Charity  v.  Riddle,   14   F.  C.   (Sc.)  340* 

^  Wood  V.  Kelly,  30  Me.  47  ;  Winni-  glue  Works  ;  Duncan  v.  Earl  of  Moray' 

pesogee   Co.  v.  Young,  40  N.  H.  436 ;  15    F.  C.  (Sc.)   303,  fuileze   pits  ;   Col" 

Gleagon  v.  Tuttle,46  Me.  288.  ville   v  Middleton,  19  F.  C,  (Sc.)  439  ; 

3  Bliss   15.  Hall,  5    Scott,  500,   candle  Miller   v.  Marshall,   5   Mur.  (Sc.)  33; 

factory  ;  Ric  de  D.,  4  Assize,  pi.  3,  p.  6,  Miller,    J.,  in    Tipping  v.    St.  Helen 

Gale   on  Easements,   187,   lime   kiln:  Smelting  Co.,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  648;  Flight 

Roberts  v.  Clarke,  18   L.  T.  (X.  S.)  48,  v.  Thomas,  10  Ad.  &  El.  590,  offensive 

brick  kiln ;   Elliottson  v.  Feetham,  2  smells   from    mixen  ;    Howell  v.  Mc- 

Bing.  (N.    C.)  134,  iron  manufactory,  Coy,  3  Rawle  (Penn.),  256,  pollution  of 

opinion  of  Parker,  J.;  Dana   v.  Val-  water  by  tannery;  Cooper  2).  Hubbuck, 

entine,   5    Met.  (Mass.)   8,  slaughter-  12  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  456. 
house,  soap  boilers  and  candle  factory ; 
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atmosphere  has  been  polluted  to  an  extent  equal  to  that  com- 
plained of.  He  loses  entirely  the  benefit  of  that  presumption 
which  is  raised  in  favor  of  long  po^pession,  which  exists  when 
the  right  is  exercised  bj  a  direct  visible  invasion  of  property, 
and  where  the  injuries  are  direct  and  visible,  and,  instead,  is 
burdened  with  overcoming  that  other  equally  strong  presump- 
tion, that  his  acts,  having,  so  far  as  any  thing  was  visible,  been 
confined  to  his  own  property,  were  lawful,  and  confined,  in  all 
their  injurious  consequences,  to  his  own  land ;  therefore,  as  has 
previously  been  stated,  while  it  is  possible  that  such  a  right  may 
be  acquired,  yet  the  difficulties  attendant  upon  its  establishment 
are  so  great,  that,  practically^  it  can  seldom  be  done.^ 

Seo.  Y19.  It  should  be  stated  that,  in  proving  a  right  of  this 
character,  the  riglit  will  not  be  defeated,  because  the  use  of  the 
trade,  in  favor  of  which  the  right  is  claimed,  has  been  slightly, 
partially,  or  occa'sionally  varied,  if  there  has  been  no  substantial 
change  or  variation  that  can  be  said,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  and 
circumstances,  to  affect  the  relative  rights  of  the  parties  preju- 
dicially, or  to  produce  a  sensible  change  in  its  invasive  quality  or 
character.  The  idea  was  well  illustrated  by  Littledale,  J.,  in 
Rex  v.  Archdall,  when  he  said,  speaking  of  the  effect  of  slight 
changes  in  the  uses  of  property  as  affecting  prescriptive  rights: 
"  It  follows,  almost  necessarily,  from  the  imperfection  and  irreg- 
ularity of  human  nature,  that  a  uniform  course  is  not  preserved 
during  a  long  period ;  a  little  advance  is  made  at  one  time,  a 
retreat  at  another;  something  is  added  or  taken  away,  from  indis- 
cretion or  ignorance,  or  through  other  causes;  and  when,  by  the'^  •! 
lapse  of  years,  the  evidence  is  lost  which  would  explain  these 
irregularities,  they  are  easily  made  the  foundation  of  cavils  against 
the  legality  of  the  whole  practice.  So,  also,  with  regard  to  title; 
if  that  which  has  existed  for  an  immemorial  period  be  scrutinized 
with  the  same  severity  which  may  properly  be  employed  in  can- 
vassing modern  grants,  without  making  allowance  for  the  changes 
and  accidents  of  time,  no  ancient  title  will  be  found  free  from 
objection.      It    has,    therefore,   ever   been   the   well-established 

1  McNab  V.  Adamson,  6  U.  C.  Rep.     100,  where  an  excess  of  user  was  held 

actionable. 
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principle  of  our  law,  to  presume  every  thing  in  favor  of  long 
possession."  The  rule,  as  announced  by  the  learned  judge,  vv^as 
intended  to  have  application  entirely  to  that  class  of  cases  where 
the  right  claimed  was  one  predicated  upon  an  actual,  personal 
and  visible  occupancy  of  property,  yet  it  furnishes  a  fair  rule  in 
any  case.  But  it  is  evident,  from  the  tenor  of  all  the  cases,  that 
proof  of  the  exercise  of  a  right  less  than  that  claimed,  will  not 
uphold  the  right.'  It  may  be  larger,  for  the  greater  includes  the 
less,  but  it  cannot  exist  where  the  former  use  has  been  substan- 
tially less  than  that  complained  of.' 


Sec.  720.  The  difficulty  incident  to  the  acquisition  of  such  a 
fright  was  hinted  at  by  Sir  G.  J.  Turner  in  the  case  of  Goldsmid 
V.  The  Tttnhridge  Wells  Improvement  Co.,  1  L.  E.  (Eq.  Cas.)  352, 
■which  was  an  action  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendants 
from  discharging  the  sewage  of  Ttonhridge  Wells  into  Calverley 
MBrook.  It  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  was  tenant  for  life  of  an 
estate  through  which  the  brook  flowed,  and  that  for  a  period  of 
more  than  fifty  years  (see  report  of  the  same  case,  L.  K.  [Eq.  Cas.] 
166)  the  sewage  from  Tunbridge  Wells  had  been  poured  into  this 
brook.  The  plaintiff's  estate  was  some  two  miles  and  a  half 
from  the  town,  and,  when  he  came  into  possession  of  it,  the  water 
was  fit  for  domestic  use ;  but,  owing  to  the  growth  of  the  town, 
and  the  consequent  increase  of  the  sewage,  the  water  of  the 
brook,  at  the  time  when  the  bill  was  brought,  was  not  only  unfit 
for  use  for  domestic  purposes,  but  was  so  polluted  that  it  com- 
municated a  noxious  and  unwholesome  odor  to  the  atmosphere 
that  floated  over  the  estate.  Upon  the  hearing  it  was  urged,  by 
the  plain tifi',  that  unless  the  nuisance  was  Restrained,  the  defend- 
ants would  acquire  a  prescriptive  right  to  pollute  the  water,  and 
his  rights  and  his  remedy  would  be  lost.  In  commenting  upon 
this  branch  of  the  case,  the  Lord  Chancellor  said:    "It   was 


I 


'  Bailey  ■».  Appleyard,  3  Nev.  &  P. 
172;  The  Bailiffs  of  Tewksbury  ■». 
'  Bricknell,  1  Taunt.  142.  In  Welcome 
V.  Upton,  6  IVIees.  &  Welsb.  540,  Al- 
DERSON,  B.,  in  discussing  the  question 
as  to  whether,  where  the  user  was 
not  substantially,  as  great  as  claimed, 
wliere  the  difference  was  so  slight  as 
to  1)6  of  no  materiality,  put  this  perti- 


nent inquiry :  "  Would  the  claim  of  a 
party  to  a  right  of  way  be  defeated  by 
showing  that  some  person  had  nar- 
rowed it  by  a  few  inches  ?  " 

2  Goldsmid  v.  The  Tunbridge  Wells 
Improvement  Co.,  1  L.  R.  (Eq.  Cas.) 
348;  Welcome  v.  Upton,  6  M.  &  W. 
540 ;  Ball  «.  Ray,  8  L.  R.  (Ch.  App.) 
467. 
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suggested,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  that  unless  this  court 
interposed,  a  prescriptive  right  to  discharge  this  sewage  into  the 
stream,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  plaintiff's  estate,  might  he 
acquired  by  the  defendants ;  to  which  it  was  answei'ed,  on  the 
part  of  the  defendants,  that  such  prescriptive  right,  if  it  could  be 
acquired  at  all,  had  already  been  acquired  by  them.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  defendants  have  not  acquired  any  such  prescrip- 
tive right.  I  assume,  but  without  giving  any  opinion  upon  the 
point,  that  such  a  right  may  well  be  acquired  ;  but  then,  I  think 
it  could  only  be  acquired  hy  a  continuance  of  the  discharge  of  the 
sewage^  prejudicially  affecting  the  estate^  at  least  to  some  extent^ 
for  the  full  period  of  twenty  years,  and  I  think  the  evidence 
sufficiently  shows  that  the  discharge  has  VLOt  jprejudicially  affected 
the  estate  for  so  long  a  period." 

Here,  then,  the  real  test  as  to  what  is  necessary  to  support  a 
prescriptive  right  to  interfere  with  any  of  the  elements  going  to 
another's  land  is-  given.  It  must  be  proved,  in  order  to  support 
the  right,  that  the  user,  in  whose  behalf  it  is  set  up,  has  'preju- 
dicially affected  the  property  for  the  full  period  of  twenty  years. 
When  this  is  established,  the  right  is  made  out ;  and  if  the  plain- 
tiff claims  that  the  nuisance  has  been  increased,  the  burden  is 
shifted,  and  he  is  charged  with  the  burden  of  proving  the 
excessive  use.' 

Sec.  721.  When  a  prescriptive  right  is  once  acquired  to  pollute 
either  the  atmosphere  or  the  waters  of  a  stream,  the  party 
acquiring  the  right  is  not  restricted  to  an  exercise  of  his  trade  in 
a  manner  precisely  similar  to  that  in  which  he  has  exercised  it 
for  the  period  durin,g  which  he  acquired  the  right,  but  he 
may  make  any  such  reasonable  and  proper  changes  in  his  use 
thereof  as  his  tastes  or  interests  may  require,  provided  he  does 
not  thereby  increase  the  pollution,  and  the  injury  and  damage 
resulting  therefrom."  But  he  must  make  no  change  that  will 
produce  an  injury  of  a  different  character  from  that  previously 
produced;  if  he  does,  his  use  is  not  protected  by  prescription." 

>  Ball  '0.  Ray,  8  L.  R.  (Ch.  App.)  367;  ""  Baxendale  d.  Murray,  3  L.  R.  Ch. 

Baxendale  'o.  Murray,  2  id.  790  ;  Gold-  App.  790 ;  Stein  «.  Burden,  34  Ala.  130. 

smid  -B.  Tunbridge  Wells  Improvement  '  Ball  v.  Ray,  8  id.  367. 
Co.,  1  L.  R.  (Eq.  Cas.)  166. 
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But  for  all  injuries  resulting  from  the  samie  use  he  is  protected, 
as  well  as  for  all  injuries  that  result  because  of  a  change  in  the 
character  or  manner  of  use  to  which  the  premises  affected  thereby 
have  been  put  after  the  right  is  acquired.* 

Sec.  722.  The  principles  announced  in  the  preceding  section 
are  fully  sustained  by  Lord  Caiens,  L.  J.,  in  the  case  of  Baxen- 
dale  V.  Murray,  ante.  In  that  case  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner 
(for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years)  of  a  dwelling-house  and  orna- 
mental grounds  called  "  Sootshridge  Housed  on  the  river  Chess. 
Above  him  on  the  stream  were  two  paper-mills  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  the  defendant,  one  of  which  was  about  two  miles  up  the 
stream,  and  the  other,  called  the  "  Scotshrldge  Mill^'^  within  about 
200  yards  of  the  plaintiff's  grounds.  These  mills  were  ancient 
mills,  and  had  been  operated  in  that  locality  for  many  years,  and 
for  a  period  of  much  more  than  twenty  years  had  been  worked 
for  the  purpose  of  converting  rags  into  paper,  and  had  during  all 
that  period  discharged  the  refuse  therefrom  into  the  river  Chess. 
Some  time  in  the  year  1861  the  defendant  began  to  use  the 
Spanish  grass  called  esparto,  as  a  raw  material,  either  alone  or 
with  rags;  the  esparto  being  washed,  macerated,  boiled,  and 
made  into  the  material  called  "  half-stuif,"  which  is  subsequently 
converted  into  paper.  The  result  of  the  evidence  was,  as  found 
by  the  court,  that  the  mills  in  use  when  the  bill  was  filed  were 
the  same  in  number  and  extent  as  during  the  first  twenty  years 
of  their  use,  and  that  the  whole  quantity  of  raw  material  used 
was  not  greater  than  formerly ;  that  the  operation  upon  the  same 
material  of  the  chemical  agent  latterly  used  (caustic  soda)  was 
not  shown  to  be  substantially  different  frgm  that  of  the  alkali  and 
lime  formerly  used,  though  it  was  alleged  that  the  effect  of  the 
chemical  agent  on  esparto  was  different  from  its  effect  on  rags. 

Lord  Justice  Caikns,  in  giving  the  opinion  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  Appeals,  said :  "  Does  the  use  of  a  new  material  in  the 
manufacture  of  paper,  from  the  mere  circumstance  that  the  mate- 
rial is  new,  and  different  from  that  formerly  used,  destroy  the 
right  previously  possessed  by  the  defendant  to  discharge  polluted 
water  into  the  stream  ?     I  doubt  if  the  question  on  this  part  of 

'  Crossley  &  Sons  v.  Lightowler,  3  L.  R.  Eq.  Cas.  267. 
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the  case  is  one  so  much  of  law  as  of  fact.  The  question  arpears 
to  me  to  be,  what  is  the  right  or  easement  of  the  defendant  ?  Is 
it  a  right  specific  and  defined,  to  polkite  the  stream  by  discharg- 
ing the  dirty  water  in  which  rags  have  been  washed  ?  Or,  is  it 
a  right  to  discharge  into  the  river  the  refuse,  liquor  and  foul 
washings  produced  by  the  manufacture  of  paper  at  his  mills  in 
the  reasonable  and  proper  course  of  manufacture,  using  the  mate- 
rials that  are  proper  for  the  purpose,  but  not  increasing  as  against 
the  servient  tenement  to  any  substantial  or  tangihle  degree  the 
amount  of  pollution  ?  In  my  opinion,  the  right  of  the  defendant 
would,  upon  the  facts  before  us,  be  found,  and  properly  by  a  jury 
be  found  to  be  the  latter,  and  not  the  former  right.  It  is  difiicult 
to  suppose  the  existence  of  an  easement  founded  on,  and  limited 
to,  the  washing  of  rags.  If  made  specific  in  this  way,  it  would 
be  confined  to  the  kind  of  rags  known  and  in  existence  at  the 
time  when  the  right  was  acquired  ;  and  the  rags  of  textile  fabrics 
coming  into  use  a.f terward  must,  however  valuable  for  the  manu- 
facture of  paper,  be  excluded.  Eags,  again,  would  afford  no 
standard  by  which  to  test  or  limit  the  amount  of  pollution. ' 
Some  would  be  much  more  dirty  than  others ;  the  washings  from 
some  might  be  harmless,  and  from  others  deleterious.  In  rags 
produced  from  vegetable  substances,  the  properties  of  the  fibrous 
matter  might  be  very  diflPerent.  In  some,  as  in  linen  and  cotton 
rags,  the  fibre  being  elaborately  treated  in  the  course  of  manu- 
facture ;  in  others,  as  in  coarse  sacking  or  bagging,  especially  of 
hemp  or  jute,  the  fibre  retaining  much  more  of  its  original  char- 
acter, I  am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion,  that  it  is  not  enough  for 
the  plaintiff  to  show  that  the  defendant  uses,  in  the  manufacture 
of  paper,  a  new  material,  different  from  that  formerly  employed. 
He  must  show,  further,  a  greater  amount  of  pollution  and  injury 
arising  from  the  use  of  this  new  material,  and  the  onus  of  this, 
of  course,  rests  upon  the  plaintiff. ^^  ' 

Sec.  Y23.  There  is  another  proposition  which  should  be  stated 
here,  and  that  is,  that  where  a  person  has  acqilired  a  right  by  pre- 
scription to  pollute  the  atmosphere  by  noxious  works,  or  to  pollute 
the  waters  of  a  stream  by  any  particular  process  of  manufacture,  yet, 

'  See  Ball  v.  Ray,  8  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  267. 
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if  he  himself  owns  other  lands  within  the  sphere  of  the  nuisance, 
and  conveys  them  to  another  without  reserving  the  right  to  con- 
tinue his  trade  and  pollute  the  air  or  the  water  as  to  that  estate, 
his  right  is  lost,  and  he  becomes  liable  for  all  the  damages  result- 
ing thereto  in  an  action  at  law,  and  a  court  of  equity  will  restrain 
him  from  the  exercise  of  his  trade  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce 
injury  to  the  estate,  which,  practically,  results  in  a  complete 
destruction  of  his  right. 

In  Crossley  S  Sons  v.  LigUowler,  3  L.  R.  (Eq.  Cas.)  279,  the 
plaintiffs  were  carpet  manufacturers,  and  carried  on  their  busi- 
ness in  factories  situated  upon  the  river  Hebble.  The  defendants 
Lightowler,  in  1864,  became  occupiers  of  premises,  of  which  the 
defendants,  Messrs.  Eddleston,  were  the  owners,  on  the  ribrth  side 
of  the  river,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  bank,  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  above  the  plaintiffs'  mill,  where  they  had 
erected,  at  the  time  when  the  suit  was  brought,  some  large  dye- 
works,  and  were  constructing  others. 

The  plaintiffs  stated  in  their  bill  that  in  the  manufacture  of 
their  goods  they  required  large  quantities  of  pure  water,  and 
that  the  fouling  of  the  Hehlle  by  the  defendants'  works,  which 
had  previously  been  slight,  their  business  had  been  greatly 
injured,  and  that  on  one  day  they  were  compelled  to  suspend 
work  altogether.  The  plaintiffs  alleged  a  right  to  pure  water 
for  the  supply  of  their  works,  among  other  things,  for  the  reason 
that  in  November,  1864,  they  had  contracted  with  the  Messrs. 
Eddleston  for  a  strip  of  land  lying  below  the  defendants'  works 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  which,  in  January,  1865,  was  conveyed 
to  them  by  the  Messrs.  Eddleston  without  any  reservation  of 
right  to  foul  the  stream. 

The  defendants  denied  the  right  of  the  plaintiffs  as  riparian 
owners  to  use  the  stream  except  subject  to  the  rights  of  themselves 
and  others  to  foul  it,  and  rested  their  case  on  four  grounds,  two 
of  which  were  as  follows  :  First.  The  ownership  of  themselves 
and  their  predecessors  of  the  premises  on  which  the  dye-works 
existed,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  dye-works  there  for  upward 
of  sixty  years.  Second.  The  use  and  fouling  of  the  waters  of 
,%,  the  stream  by  other  dye-works.  Upon  this  branch  of  the  case. 
Sir  W.  Page  Wood,  V.  C,  said:  "In  regard  to  the  purchase,  I 
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think  there  would  be  a  ground  for  an  injunction.  In  order  to 
put  the  point  of  law  as  I  think  it  stands  upon  this  branch  of  the 
case,  I  will  assume  that  the  right  existed  in  the  vendor  (Messrs. 
Eddleston)in  1864.  I  will  assume  that  he,  as  riparian  proprietor, 
having  acquired  the  right  to  pour  all  the  water  through  his  prop- 
erty into  the  river,  in  1864,  sells  a  strip  of  land  in  front  of  his 
works  without  reserving  any  right  to  pour  in  foul  water  but, 
what  is  of  course  much  stronger,  reserving  a  right  to  the  use  of 
this  water  for  another  and  distinct  purpose.  *  *  *  It  cer- 
tainly seems  preposterous  to  me  to  say  that  a  person  can  convey 
land  to  a  riparian  owner,  and  then  claim  the  right  of  pouring 
his  dirty  water  into  it,  if  he  pleases.  A  point  has  been  raised 
which  I  think  is  not  very  material,  but  which,  if  material  at  all, 
I  think  must,  upon  authority,  be  decided  for  the  plaintiffs,  namely, 
whether  or  not  half  the  bed  of  the  river  passed  because  the  con- 
veyance seemed  to  point  to  a  boundary  which  would  not  include 
the  bed  of  the  river.  The  point  seemed  to  have  been  distinctly 
decided  in  Berridge  v.  Ward,^  where  it  was  held  that,  though 
there  was  an  actual  description  of  the  property  as  bounded  by  the 
high  road,  nevertheless  half  of  the  high  road  passed,  according 
to  the  common  law,  as  following  the  right  of  proprietorship.  So 
I  apprehend  here  the  right  to  half  the  bed  of  the  river  would 
follow  the  right  of  the  riparian  proprietor  to  the  soil,  if  it  were 
necessary  to  decide  that  question.  But  it  does  not  seem  to  me  at 
all  necessary,  because  there  is  this  point,  that  the  riparian  pro- 
prietor has  a  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  whenever  he  may  want 
to  enjoy  it.  It  is  quite  true  that  at  this  moment  it  is  not  made 
use  of  by  the  plaintiff's  for  watering  their  cattle  or  for  any  other 
purpose,  but  they  have  a  right  to  the  user,  and  a  right  to  inter- 
fere with  any  thing  that  injures  that  right  of  user  in  such  a 
manner  that,  if  not  interrupted  for  twenty  years,  the  person  so 
injuring  the  right  would  acquire  the  title.  That  point  has  been 
decided  by  the  house  of  lords  in  a  recent  case  *  reported  since  this 
case  was  heard  (1866).  A  discussion  upon  this  subject  occurs  in 
a  very  able  article  in  the  Jurist  of  September  15,  where  the 
authorities  on  the  subject  are  collected.  Among  the  rest,  a  case 
is  mentioned  '  where  Sir  A.  Erle,  C.  J.,  lays  down  the  law  thus  : 

'  Berridge  u.Ward,  10  C.B.  (N.  S.)  400.        »  Sampson  v.  Hodinott,  1  C.  B.  (N.S.) 
2  Bickett  V.  Morris,  1  H.  L.  (Sc.)  47.     590. 
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"  It  appears  to  us  that  all  persons  having  land  on  the  margin  of  a 
flowing  stream  have,  by  nature,  certain  rights  to  use  the  water  of 
the  stream  whether  they  exercise  their  rights  or  not,  and  that  they 
may  begin  to  exercise  them  whenever  they  will.  If  the  user  of  the 
defendant  has  been  beyond  his  natural  right,  it  matters  not  how 
much  the  plaintiff  has  used  the  water  or  whether  he  has  used  it  at 
all  in  either  case,  his  right  has  been  invaded,  and  an  action  is  main- 
tainable." Here,  for  the  words  "  beyond  his  natural  right,"  I 
must  substitute  "  beyond  what  it  is  lawful  for  any  one  to  do  who 
conveys  land  to  another."  That  had  been  determined  in  a  case ' 
which  was  cited  in  argument,  and  went  this  length :  that  a  pur- 
chaser at  auction  of  a  house  which  was  described  in  the  con- 
ditions as  being  bounded  by  ''  building  grounds,"  was  entitled  to 
assert  against  the  purchaser  of  this  land  from  the  same  vendor,  at 
the  same  auction,  a  right  to  prevent  his  building  on  this  ground, 
against  the  house ;  inasmuch  as  whether  the  properties  were  sold 
together  or  separately,  the  vendor  could  not  derogate  from  his 
own  act,  and  therefore  a7iy  one  claiming  under  him  could  not 
derogate  from  his  act  —  wholly  irrespective  of  any  rights  that 
might  exist  in  windows  —  whether  they  were  ancient  lights  or 
not,  or  the  like.  The  question  between  the  parties  is  thus 
reduced  to  the  single  point,  "  has  the  defendant  used  the  water 
as  any  riparian  proprietor  may  use  it,  or  has  he  gone  beyond  that 
limit? " 

Now,  in  the  case  I  have  mentioned,  of  BicTcett  v.  Morris, 
Lord  Cranworth,  in  moving  the  judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
says  this  :  "  By  the  law  of  Scotland,  as  by  the  law  of  England, 
when  the  lands  of  two  coterminous  proprietors  are  separated 
from  each  other  by  a  running  stream  of  water,  each  proprietor  is 
prima  facie  owner  of  the  alveus  or  soil  of  the  bed  of  the  river, 
'  ad  medium  filium  aquoi?  The  soil  of  the  alveus  is  not  the 
common  property  of  the  two  proprietors,"  and  so  on,  "  The 
appellant  contended  that,  as  a  consequence  of  the  right,  every 
riparian  proprietor  is  at  liberty,  at  his  pleasure,  to  erect  buildings 
on  his  share  of  the  alveus,  so  long  as  other  proprietors  cannot 
show  that  damage  is  occasioned  thereby,  or  likely  to  be  occasioned 
to  them."     This,  therefore,  was  a  very  strong  case  —  that  of  a 

'  Swarsborough  'o.  Coventry,  3  Bing.  305. 
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man  putting  impediments  on  his  own  soil  in  the  alveus  of  a  river, 
without  any  distinct  evidence  of  any  damage  having  been  thereby 
occasioned.  His  Lordship  proceeds  :  "  I  do  not  think  that  this 
is  a  true  exposition  of  the  law.  Rivers  are  liable  at  times  to 
swell  enormously  from  sudden  floods  and  rain,  and  in  these  cases 
there  is  danger  to  those  hav'ng  buildings  near  the  edge  of  the 
bank,  and  indeed  to  the  owners  of  the  banks  generally,  that 
serious  damage  may  be  occasioned  to  them.  It  is  impossible  to 
calculate  or  ascertain  beforehand  what  may  be  the  effect  of  erect- 
ing a  building  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  so  as  to  divert  or  obstruct 
its  natural  course."  Then  he  gives  a  number  of  reasons  why 
that  may  be  so,  and  he  says :  "  The  owners  of  the  land  on  the 
banks  of  the  stream  are  not  bound  to  obtain,  or  be  guarded  by, 
the  opinions  of  engineers  or  other  scientific  persons,  as  to  what 
is  likely 'to  be  the  consequence  of  any  obstruction  set  up  in  waters 
in  which  they  all  have  a  common  interest.  There  is,  in  this  case, 
and  in  all  such  cases  there  must  be,  a  conflict  of  evidence  as  to 
the  probable  results  of  what  is  done.  The  law  does  not  imyjose 
upon  riparian  owners  the  duty  of  scanning  the  accuracy,  or  appre- 
ciating the  weight  of  such  testimony.  They  are  allowed  to  say, 
we  all  have  a  common  interest  in  the  unrestricted  flow  of  the 
water,  and  we  forbid  any  interference  with  it.  This  is  a  plain, 
intelligible  rule,  easily  understood,  and  easily  allowed,  and  from 
which,  I  think,  your  lordships  ought  not  to  allow  any  departure." 
Lord  Westbctet  concurs  in  this  judgment  entirely,  and  the 
principle  one  sees  at  once  is  applicable  to  this  case.  "  You,  as  a 
riparian  proprietor,  see  something  done  which  is  not  at  all  to  your 
detriment  now,  but  may  hereafter  be  greatly  to  your  detriment, 
though  you  cannot  precisely  point  out  how  or  to  what  extent,  if 
you  do  not  interfere,  a  right  will  be  acquired  against  you  by 
which  you  will  hereafter  be  affected,  and  you  have  a  right  to  say 
things  shall  remain  exactly  as  they  were."  That  applies  with 
equal  if  not  with  greater  force  to  a  case  where  a  person  says :  "  I 
am,  at  this  moment,  not  using  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  water- 
ing cattle  or  of  wool  washing,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  but  it  is 
to  a  certain  extent  clear  and  undefiled,  and  you  are  pouring  into 
the  river  an  immense  quantity  of  foul  water  in  front  of  my  prop- 
erty ;  therefore  I  seek  to  restrain  that  which,  in   twenty  years 
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time,  will  become  a  right.  *  *  *  There  must  be  an  injunc- 
tion restraining  the  defendants  from  causing  or  suffering  anj  foul 
water  to  flow  from  their  dye-works  into  the  river  Hebble  above, 
or  within  the  limits  of  the  land  adjoining  the  river,  purchased  bj 
the  plaintiffs  of  the  defendants,  and  conveyed  to  the  plaintiffs  by 
the  defendants,  etc.,  so  as  to  affect  the  water  opposite  the  said 
land  to  the  damage  and  injury  of  the  plaintiffs  as  owners  of  the 
said  land  and  of  a  moiety  of  the  said  river  opposite  thereto." 

Sec.  724.  There  can  be  no  prescription  for  a  puhlic  nuisance 
of  any  kind  or  description,  and  as  to  whether  or  not  a  person 
exercising  a  trade  or  occupation  which  is  a  public  nuisance,  can 
acquire  a  prescriptive  right  to  carry  on  the  same  as  against  pri- 
vate or  individual  rights,  is  a  question  which,  in  this  country, 
has  never  been  definitely  settled,  but  I  think  there  can  be  no 
question  but  that  as  a  result  of  all  the  cases,  such  a  right  is  not 
generally  recognized.  In  Mills  v.  Hall,  9  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  315, 
the  plaintiff  brought  an  action  against  the  defendant  for  main- 
taining a  dam,  whereby  the  water  of  a  stream  was  set  back  upon 
his  premises  in  such  a  manner  as  to  become  stagnant,  whereby 
the  atmosphere  was  impregnated  with  unwholesome  vapors  that 
produced  sickness  in  his  family.  The  defendant  set  up  a  pre- 
scriptive right  to  maintain  the  dam  so  as  to  flood  the  lands  in  the 
manner  charged  in  the  declaration,  and  this  fact  was  found  in  his 
favor  except  that  it  was  found  that  he  had  recently  constructed  a 
new  dam  upon  the  site  of  the  old  one,  and  that,  since  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  dam  the  fever  and  ague  had  broken  out  in 
the  vicinity,  which  was  traced,  by  a  loose  process  of  reasoning, 
to  the  vapors  arising  from  the  water  set  back  by  the  new  dam. 

Sutherland,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said : 
"  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  prescriptive  right  or  any  other  right 
to  maintain  a  public  nuisance.  Admitting  that  the  defendant's 
dam  has  been  erected  and  maintained  more  than  twenty  years, 
and  that  during  the  whole  of  that  period  it  has  rendered  the 
country  unhealthy,  such  length  of  time  can  be  no  defense  to  a 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  abate  it,  or  an  action  hy 
an  indimdual  for  the  special  damage  which  he  may  have  sus- 
tained from  it.     If  the  defendants  have,  for  more  than  twenty 
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years,  been  permitted  to  overflow  the  plaintiff's  land  witli 
their  mill-dam,  so  far  as  the  in"|urj  to  the  land  is  concerned,  they 
have,  by  that  length  of  permission,  acquired  a  right  to  use  it  in 
that  manner  and  are  not  responsible  in  damages  to  the  plaintiff 
therefor.  So  a  man  may  overflow  his  own  land,  and  if  such 
overflow  spreads  disease  and  death  through  the  neighborhood  it 
may  be  abated,  and  he  must  respond  in  damages  for  the  special 
injury  which  any  individual  may  have  sustained  from  it,  and  it 
would  seem  to  be  very  absurd  to  contend  that  the  defendants,  in 
a  case  like  this,  would  have  greater  rights  or  immunities."  ' 

Sec.  725.  In  Regina  v.  Brewster,  8  Up.  Can.  R.  (C.  B.)  208, 
a  similar  question  arose  under  a  prosecution  for  maintaining  a 
dam,  whereby  a  large  tract  of  country  was  flooded,  and,  the 
water  becoming  stagnant,  emitted  unwholesome  gases^  that  spread 
disease  in  the  vicinity,  and  where,  also,  the  water  flooded  a  high- 
way. In  that  case,  the  defendant  set  up  a  prescriptive  right  to 
maintain  the  dam ;  but  Draper,  C.  J.,  said :  "  It  was  urged  at 
the  trial  that  the  dam  had  been  erected  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  For  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  easement,  affecting 
private  rights  of  others,  this  would  be  sufiicient,  generally 
speaking,  but  it  is  not  so  when  the  consequences  of  this  act  are 
a  public  nuisance." 

Sec.  726.  In  Rhodes  v.  Whitehead,  27  Tex.  304,  it  was  held, 
that  no  prescriptive  right  can  be  acquired  to  maintain  a  public 
nuisance,  and  that  if  the  damming  up  of  water,  though  in  pur- 
suance of  a  prescriptive  right,  creates  or  causes  such  annoyance 
as  seriously  to  impair  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property  by 
reason  of  noxious  smells,  or  as  causes  sickness  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood,  it  is  a  private  nuisance  also,  and  actionable  as  such 
at  the  suit  qf  any  person  who  suffers  special  damage  therefrom. 
The  reason  is,  that,  being  a  public  offense,  it  is  unlawful  in  its 

-    1  Taylor  «.   People,  6  Parker's  Cr.  (N.  Y.),  524 ;  Elkins  «.  State,  3  Humph. 

363;   Com.   v.  Upton,  6  Gray  (Mass.),  (Tenn.)  543;    Com.  v.  Van  Sickle, 

475:    Howell    v.     McCoy,    3     Rawle  Brightley  (Penn.),  69  ;  R.  R.  Co.  u  State, 

(Penn.),  256 ;  Weld  v.  Hornby,  7  East,  20  Md.  157 ;  Guring  v.  Barfield,  16  C. 

199;    Com.  v.  Mettenberger,  7  Watts  B.   (N.  S.)  597;    Morton  v.  Moore,  15 

(Penn.)  69;  Fowler  ■».  Saunders,  Cro.  Gray  (Mass.),  573;  Trotter  «.  Mayor,  4 

Jac.  446  ;  Mills  v.  Hall,  9  Wend.  (N.  T.)  Green  (N.  J.),  46  ;  Cross  v.  Morristown, 

315 ;  People  ■».  Cunningham,  1  Denio  18  N.  J.  305. 
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inception  and  in  its  continuance,  and,  being  unlawful  to  the 
public  in  its  aggregate  capacity,  it  can  never  become  lawful  by 
any  length  of  exercise  against  the  individual  members  of  the 
public.  But  this  must  be  understood  subject  to  this  qualifica- 
tion, that  a  prescriptive  right  may  be  acquired  as  against  indi- 
vidual rights,  by  the  exercise  of  a  trade  that  is  a  public  nuisance 
m  all  respects,  except  that  which  makes  it  a  public  offense. 

In  Mills  V.  Hall,  the  dam  of  the  defendant  M'as  declared  a  public 
nuisance,  in  that  it  set  the  water  back  and  rendered  it  stagnant, 
whereby  it  bred  disease  in  the  neighborhood,  and,  for  those 
results,  the  court  said  it  was  a  nuisance,  both  indictable  and 
actionable ;  but,  nevertheless,  it  "was  an  actionable  nuisance  only 
to  that  extent.  The  owners  of  land  flooded  by  the  water  could 
not  maintain  an  action  for  that  injury,  because  to  that  extent  the 
defendant  had  acquired  a  right  against  them  by  long  user. 

In  Regina  v.  Brewster^  the  same  doctrine  was  held,  as  also  in 
Rhodes  V.  Whitehead^  and  the  doctrine  of  these  cases,  although 
evidently  reached  without  any  very  elaborate  process  of  reasoning, 
and  without  any  particular  thought  as  to  their  result,  nevertheless 
embody  the  law  as  recognized  in  the  courts  of  this  country,  and 
are  supported  by  principle  and  authority. 

Sec.  727.  Where  a  nuisance,  producing  no  tangible  or  sensible 
injury  to  the  property  itself,  is  located  in  the  vicinity  of  vacant 
lands,  or  lands  not  laid  out  or  used  for  building  purposes,  no 
prescriptive  right  is  acquired  except  by  twenty  years'  user  after 
the  land  has  been  laid  out  into  building  lots,  or  actually  built 
upon.'  No  actionable  injury  can  be  said  to  have  occurred  until 
the  land  has  been  applied  to  some  beneficial  purpose  ;  nor  then, 
unless  the  nuisance  is  so  extensive  as  to  impair  the  comfortable 
enjoyment  of  the  property,  consequently,  no  right  can  be  acquired, 
except  as  before  stated,  for  no  cause  of  action  accrues.  * 

Sec.  728.  We  have  not  the  space  to  pursue  this  matter  further, 
and  will  close  this  chapter  by  saying,  that  when  a  prescriptive 
right  is  once  acquired,  it  cannot  generally  be  lost,  except  by  a 

'  Peck  V.  Elder,  3  Sandf.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  tion.  Dana  «.  Valentine,  5  Mete.  (Mass.) 

126,  where  it  was  held  that  the  dimi-  1;  Brady  ■».  Weeks, 3  Barb.  (N.T.  S.C.) 

nution  of  the  value  of  building  lots  by  156. 
a  nuisance  forms  srood  basis  for  an  ac- 
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non-user  for  a  period  equal  to  that  required  to  gain  it,'  and  an 
adverse  user  by  the  owner  of  the  estate.  The  neglect  to  use  the 
right  is  merely  evidence  from  which  an  abandonment  may  be 
presumed  ;  but,  unless  accompanied  by  an  adverse  user,  it  may 
be  rebutted  and  explained  in  such  a  way  as  to  support  the  right.'' 


1  Djerv.  Sanford,  9  Mete.  (Mass.)  395; 
Crossley  v.  Lightowler,  L.  R.  (Eq.  Cas  ) 
292  ;  Veghte  ■».  Canal  Co.,  4  C.  E.  Green 
(N.  J.),  156 ;  Hilary  v.  Walker,  12  Ves. 
239  ;  Doe  v.  Hilder,  2  B.  &  Aid.  791. 

2  In  Ward  v.  Ward,  the  question  as 
to  the  eiiect  of  non  user  came  up  in  an 
action  of  trespass  q^tare  clausum.  It 
appeared  that  the  defendant's  prede- 
cessors had  formerly  used  the  way,  for 
entering  upon  which  this  action  was 
brought,  for  a  period  of  more  than 
twenty  years,  but  the  way  had  been 
disused  since  1814  by  reason  of  the 
defendant's  predecessors  having  hired 
a  shorter  way  of  the  plaintifiF.  The 
plaintiff  insisted  that,  by  this  non-user 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  the  right 
to  the  old  way  by  prescription  was 
lost,  the  presumption  being  that  the 
way  was  abandoned.  Alderson,  B., 
said :  "  The  presumption  of  abandon- 
ment cannot  be  made  from  the  mere 
fact  of  non-user.  There  must  be  other 
circumstances  in  the  case  to  raise  the 
presumption.  The  right  is  acquired 
by  adverse  enjoyment.  The  non-user, 
therefore;  must  be  the  consequence 
of  something  which  is  adverse  to  the 
user."  The  non-user  may  be  explained, 
as  by  showing  that  the  person  had  no 
occasion  for  it,  and,  unless  there  is  an 
adverse  user  by  the  owner  of  the  es- 
tate, or  such  a  state  of  facts  as  clearly 
indicate  an  abandonment,  it  cannot  be 
predicated  of  non-user  alone.  Corning 
«.  Gould,  16  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  535 ;  Far- 
rar  ».  Cooper,  34  Me.  400;  Hatch  v. 
Dwight,  17  Mass.  489  ;  Witzell  v.  Pas- 
chall,  3  Rawle  (Penn.),  82.  In  Jenuison 
V.  Walker,  11  Gray  (Mass.),  425,  there 
was  an  express  grant  to  lay  an  aque- 
duct through  the  plaintiff's  land,  but 
the  defendant's  grantors  having  ceased 
to  use  it,  and  the  plaintiff  having  taken 


up  the  logs  and  done  other  acts  adverse 
to  the  right  for  a  period  of  thirty  years 
it  was  held  that  the  right  was  lost 
See  Wiggins  v.  McGleary,  49  N.  Y.  346 
Bannor  v.  Augier,  2  Allen  (Mass.),  128 
Arnold  v.  Stevens,  24  Pick.  (Mass.)  106 
Smiles  v.  Hastings,  24  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  44 
Pope  V.  O'Hara,  48  N.  Y.  446 ;  Owen 
■y.  Field,  102  Mass.  114;  Hoffman  v. 
•Savage,  15  id.  130;  Butz  v.  Thrie,  1 
Rawle  (Penn.),  218.  And  the  same 
elements  of  enjoyment  by  the  servient 
owner  and  acquiescence  by  the  domi- 
nant owner  must  exist,  as  in  the  case 
of  acquiring  the  original  right.  Yeakle 
V.  Nace,2  Whart.  (Penn.)  123  ;  Hayford 
V.  Spokesfield,  100  Mass.  491.  In  Coke's 
Litt.  1146,  the  rule  adopted  by  the 
courts  is  laid  down  thus :  "  The  title, 
being  once  gained  by  prescription  or 
existence,  cannot  be  lost  by  interrup- 
tion of  possession  for  ten  or  twenty 
years,  but  by  interruption  of  the  right." 
But,  it  seems  that  time  is  not  so 
much  an  element  on  the  question  of 
the  abandonment  of  an  easement  as  in 
gaining  it.  Lord  Denman,  in  Regiria 
V.  Chorley,  12  Q.  B.  515,  says :  "  We 
apprehend  that  an  express  release  of 
the  easement  would  destroy  it  at  any 
time,  so  the  cessor  of  use,  coupled  with 
any  act  clearly  indicative  of  an  inten- 
tion to  abandon  the  right,  would  have 
the  same  effect."  A  similar  rule  was 
held  in  Railroad  Co.  ■».  Covington,  2 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  532,  where  a  railroad 
company,  having  an  easement  to  main- 
tain a  railroad  over  one's  land,  took 
up  the  rails  and  ceased  to  use  it,  and 
conveyed  the  road-bed  to  other  parties, 
the  court  held  that  this  operated  as 
an  abandonment  of  the  easement,  al- 
though the  non-user  had  been  for  but 
a  short  period. 
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CHAPTER  TWENTY-FIRST. 

ABATEilEXT     OF     PUBLIC    XTHSANCES     BY   ACT   OF   PRIVATE   PEE80NS. 

Sec.  729.  Private  person  cannot  abate  a  public  nuisance. 

730.  Any  person  who  sustains  special  injury  from,  may. 

731.  Instances  of  nuisances  that  cannot  be  abated. 

732.  Meeker  v.  Van  Rensselaer. 

733.  Abatement  of  buildings.     Jones  v.  Williams. 

734.  Daris  v.  Williams. 

735.  Harvey  v.  Dewoddy,  and  other  cases  reviewed. 

736.  Burnham  v.  Hotchkiss  reviewed. 

737.  No  purely  public  nuisance  can  be  abated  by  private  persons. 

Sec.  729,  A  private  person  may  not  of  his  own  motion  abate 
a  strictly  public  nuisance  under  any  circumstances.  The  ofPense 
is  one  which  can  only  be  reached  and  prevented  by  indictment  or 
by  proceedings  in  equity  at  the  suit  of  the  people  by  its  proper 
officers.' 

In  view  of  the  many  loose  expressions  that  have  been  incor- 
porated into  the  opinions  of  courts  when  deciding  questions  of 
this  character,  and  of  the  gross  errors  committed  by  nearly  all  of 
the  elementary  writers  who  have  treated  upon  this  subject  in 
laying  it  down  as  a  rule  of  the  law,  that  "  a  public  nuisance  may 

'  Brown  v.  Perkins,  12  Gray  (Mass.),  stone's  time,  and  it  has  now  come  to  be 

89 ;  Griffith  v.  McCollum,  46  Barb.  (N.  understood    that    a    public    nuisance 

T.  S.  C.)  561 ;  Moody  v.  Supervisors,  does  not  necessarily  consist  in  an  act 

id.  659  ;  Ely  v.  Supervisors,  36  N.  Y.  or  thing  which  does,  in  fact,  annoy  aU 

297;  Gray  v.  Ayers,  7  Dana  (Ky.),  375;  thepublic,butin  that  which  ma^/ annoy 

narrower  v.  Ritson,  37  Barb.  (N.T.  S.C.)  all  who  come  in  contact  with  it,  and 

301  ;    Barclay   v.    Commonwealth,  25  that  for  all  purely  public  nuisances,  the 

Penn.   St.  503  ;  Blodgett  v.  Syracuse,  only  legal  redress    is  by  indictment, 

36  Barb.  (N.  Y.   S.  C.)  526 ;  State  v.  while  for  private  and  special  injuries 

Keenan,  3  Ames  (R.  1.),  497  ;  Welch  v.  only,  sustained  by  individual  members 

Stowell.  2  Doug.  (Mich.)  332.  In  Blacks,  of    the    public,  can    redress   be   had. 

Com.    vol.    3,    p.    216,    that    learned  either    by    abatement     at    the    mere 

commentator  says :  "Piiblic  or  common  motion  of  an  individual  or  by  a  pri- 

nuisances  are  those  which   affect  the  vate   action  for  damages,  and  that  a 

public,  and  are  an  annoyance  to  all  the  right  of  action  must  always  exist  as  a 

king's  subjects"  and  doubtless  from  condition  precedent  to  an  abatement 

following  out  this  definition  of  the  sub-  at  the  hands  of  a  private  person, 

ject,  all  tlie  inconsistencies  in  reference  But  see  Gunter  ».  Geary,  1  Cal.  462, 

to  the  abatement  of  public  nuisances  where  the  court  say  that  any  person 

by  individual  action,  have  arisen.     But  in  the  community  may  abate  a  public 

this    definition   has    been   essentially  nuisance   although  it  causes  him   no 

modified  by   the   courts  since  Black-  immediate  damage. 
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be  abated  by  any  person,"  the  foregoing  proposition  may  seem 
unwarranted,  but  whatever  general  notions  may  exist  to  the 
contrary,  it  is  sustained  by  the  judgment  of  every  respectable 
court,  and  is  the  law  both  in  this  country  and  in  England.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  public  nuisance  strictly,  is  one  that 
produces  a  common  injury  and  damage  to  the  public,  so  that  one 
person  cannot  be  said  to  sustain  any  special  or  particular  damage 
apart  from  the  rest  of  the  public,  and  that  a  mixed  nuisance  is 
one  which  is  both  public  and  private.  That  is,  a  nuisance  that' 
while  it  produces  injury  and  damage  to  so  many  persons  that  it  is 
indictable  as  a  public  offense,  at  the  same  time  inflicts  a  special 
and  particular  damage  upon  one  or  several  individuals  apart  from 
and  in  excess  of  the  common  injury,  so  that  at  the  same  time  the 
persons  so  injured  may  sustain  actions  for  the  damage  sustained 
by  them. 


Sec.  730.  Any  person  who  sustains  a  special  injury  or  damage 
from  a  public  nuisance  to  an  extent  that  will  support  an  action  at 
law,  may  abate  the  same  of  his  own  motion,  doing  no  more  dam- 
age than  is  necessary  to  protect  his  rights  and  prevent  a  recurrence 
of  damage  from  the  nuisance  abated.^ 


'  Brown  v.  Perkins,  13  Gray  (Mass.), 
83 ;  Fort  Plain  Bridge  Co.  v.  Smith,  30 
N.  Y.  44 ;  Lansing  v.  Smith,  8  Cow. 
(N.  Y.)  146 ;  Pierce  v.  Dart,  7  id.  609. 
In  Fort  Plain  Bridge  Co.  v.  Smith, 
supra,  the  court  say  :  "  But  assuming 
that  this  is  a  public  highway  and  that 
the  bridge  is  an  obstruction  to  naviga- 
tion and  therefore  a  public  nuisance, 
yet  no  one  has  the  right  to  abate  it,  or 
sustain  an  action  for  damages  unless 
he  has  himself  sustained  some  damage 
not  sustained  by  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity If  the  plaintiff's  business 
was  navigating  the  river,  or  if  the  new 
bridge  endangered  the  safety  of  the 
plaintiff's  bridge,  then  a  right  of  action 
to  restrain  the  erection  or  for  damages 
might  be  maintained  depending  on  the 
nature  of  the  injury  done  or  appre- 
hended." 

In  Morris  v.  Nugent,  7  Car.  &  Pay. 
572,  Denman,  J.,  said:  "To  justify 
the  shooting  of  another's  dog,  it  is  not 
sufficient  to  show  that  he  is  of  a  fero- 
cious disposition  and  at  large  (and  thus 
a  public  nuisance).       To  justify  the 


shooting,  he  must  be  actually  attack- 
ing the  party  at  the  time."  South  Caro- 
lina Railroad  Co.  v.  Moore,  28  Ga.  398. 
In  Selman  v.  Wolfe,  27  Texas,  68,  the 
court  say  :  "  The  obstruction  of  a  navi- 
gable river  constituting  a  highway  is 
a  public  nuisance,  and  may  be  abated 
by  a  person  who  is  thereby  injured 
in  his  rights."  Arundel  ■».  McCulloch, 
10  Mass.  70.  In  Hopkins  v.  Crombie,-  4 
N.  H.  520,  it  was  held  that  an  obstruc- 
tion in  a  highway  could  not  be  abated 
by  an  individual  unless  it  actually 
obstructed  the  passage.  In  MofFett  v. 
Brewer,  1  Iowa,  348,  it  was  held,  that 
in  order  to  justify  a  person  in  remov- 
ing any  nuisance,  it  must  appear  that 
the  nuisance  was  a  particular  injury 
to  him  and  operated  prejudicially  at 
the  time  of  its  abatement  by  him. 

In  Lancaster  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Rog 
ers,  2  Barr  (Penn.),  114,  it  was  held 
that  a  nuisance  in  a  highway  might 
be  abated  by  any  person,  and  a  private 
nuisance  might  be  abated  by  any  pei- 
son  whose  property  is  injured. 

In  Bogers  v.  Rogers,  14  Wend.  (N.Y.) 
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The  question  as  to  how  far  a  private  person  may  go  in  the 
abatement  of  a  public  nuisance  is  one  which  has  been  the  subject 
of  much  perplexity  and  apparent  conflict  of  doctrine  in  the  courts. 
I  say  apparent,  for  although  many  of  the  elementary  writers  upon 
the  subject  have  laid  it  down  as  the  law  that  any  person  may 
abate  a  public  nuisance,  and  dicta  to  that  efEect  is  to  be  found  in 
many  of  the  cases,  yet  I  do  not  think  that  any  cases  really  war- 
rant this  statement  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  generally  understood, 
or  to  the  extent  which  most  of  the  elementary  writers  have 
given  it.  This  confusion  and  error  has  resulted  from  a  failure  to 
keep  in  view  the  distinction  between  a  public  and  a  mixed  nui- 
sance, a  failure  to  properly  classify  and  distinguish  between  them. 
Without  making  and  observing  this  distinction,  errors  will  con- 
stantly and  necessarily  arise,  and  the  cases  will  appear  contradict- 
ory, and  the  law  be  in  apparent  confusion,  when  in  reality  there 
is  no  real  conflict  or  confusion. 

Sec.  731.  A  common  scold  is  a  common  nuisance,  vet  no  one 
ever  dreamed  that  the  fact  that  she  was  a  common  scold,  and 
therefore  a  common  nuisance,  would  justify  one  in  pulling  out  the 
woman's  tongue,  or  doing  her  any  other  bodily  injury  as  a  means 
of  abating  the  nuisance.  * 

The  keeping  of  a  disorderly  house  is  a  common  nuisance,  but 
no  court  has  ever  yet  held  that  any  person  would  be  justified  in 
entering  the  house  and  driving  out  the  inmates,  destroying  their 
furniture,  or  doing  any  injury  to  their  property  or  persons. 

The  exhibition  of  a  stallion  in  a  public  place  has  been  held  to 
be  a  public  nuisance,  yet  no  one  has  any  idea  that  a  court  would 

131,  it  was  held  that  a  person  could         In  State  v.  Parrott,  71  N.  C.  311,  the 

not  abate  a  nuisance  in  a  highway  un-  owners  of  a  steamboat  running  upon 

less  it  operated  as   an  obstruction  to  a  navigable  river,  having  given  notice 

travel.     In  this  case  the  nuisance  con-  to    a    railroad    company    which    had 

sisted  in   a  deposit   of  a  quantity  of  erected  a   bridge  across  the  river,  to 

ashes  in  the  highway  near  the  defend-  provide  proper  draws  for  the  same,  and 

ant's    dwelling.      The    defendant    re-  the   company  having  neglected  to  do 

moved  them,  placing  five  or  six  bush-  so,  the  owners  of  the  boat  having  ar- 

els  of  them  in  his  own  lots.  The  court  rived  at  the  bridge  with  their  boats, 

held  that  his  action  was  unwarranted,  and  being  unable  to  pass,  tore  down  a 

Dimes  «.  Petley,  15  Q.  B.  283  ;  Davies  part  of  the  bridge,  and  passed  through 

V.  Mann,  10  M."  &   W.    546  ;  Mayor  of  with    their   boat.     On   an   indictment 

Colchester  c.  Brook,  7  G.  B.  877 ;  Bate-  against  the  steamboat  owners  for  the 

man  t\  Bluck,  18   id.  870;   Selman  v.  abatement,  the  court  held  that  their 

Wolfe,  27  Texas,  68.  acts  were  lawful  and  fully  justified. 
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justify  a  person  in  assaulting  the  person  exhibiting  the  horse,  or 
in  killing  the  horse  itself;  and  so  with  a  multitude  of  other  acts 
or  things,  which  we  will  not  stop  here  to  enumerate.  Yet  if  the 
doctrine  laid  down  in  the  elementary  works,  and  cropping  out  in 
the  loose  dicta  of  some  of  the  cases,  was  really  the  law,  carried 
out  to  its  legitimate  results,  it  would  warrant  acts  of  violence  and 
barbarity,  such  as  no  civilized  community  could  tolerate,  and  such 
a  condition  of  anarchy  and  disorder  as  would  be  wholly  in  sub- 
version of  law  and  the  public  peace.  But  no  such  condition  of 
things  can  arise,  for  the  law  will  not  uphold  or  tolerate  it.  The 
public,  through  the  intervention  of  the  law  as  administered  by 
the  courts,  avenges  its  own  injuries,  and  remedies  its  own  wrongs. 
JSTo  individual,  under  any  circumstances,  is  justified  in  abating  a 
purely  public  injury,  and  should  he  attempt  the  experiment,  he 
would  find  himself  involved  in  serious  consequences. 

Again,  no  one  ever  entertained  an  idea  that  a  manufactory  that 
by  reason  of  its  operations  produced  such  noxious  smells  and 
vapors  as  to  produce  a  public  injury,  and  became  a  nuisance,  was 
at  the  mercy  of  any  person  who  might  see  tit  to  enter  into  and 
destroy  its  machinery.  If  such  were  the  rule,  a  stranger,  who 
suffered  no  inconvenience  from  its  operations,  a  resident  of 
anbther  city,  town  or  State  even,  might  with  impunity,  from 
motives  of  malice  or  mischief,  prey  upon  the  manufacturing  or 
other  interests  of  a  community  ad  libitum.  Such  would  be  the 
legitimate  fruits  of  the  doctrine,  and  the  law  would  thus  be  con- 
verted into  a  shield  to  be  used  by  any  man  or  set  of  men,  who 
desired  to  gratify  either  their  malice,  or  propensities  for  mischief. 

But  no  case  has  ever  warranted  any  such  doctrine.  The  courts 
with  some  few  exceptions,  which  will  be  noticed  hereafter,  have 
always  exercised  the  highest  and  most  rigid  caution  in  cases 
involving  these  questions. 

There  are  a  class  of  cases  where  the  injury  was  of  a  mixed 
character,  as  the  obstruction  of  a  highway  or  navigable  stream, 
where  the  obstructions  have  been  of  such  a  character  as  to  inter- 
fere with  travel  over  them,  in  which  the  courts  have  held  that 
any  person  might  abate  the  obstruction.  But  this  has  been  pre- 
dicated upon  the  idea  that  every  person  has  an  equal  right  to  an 
unobstructed  passage  over  a  highway  or  navigable  stream,  and 
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tliat  any  obstruction  of  that  is  the  obstruction  of  the  right  of 
every  person  in  an  equal  degree,  whenever  he  chooses  to  exercise 
it.  To  this  extent  some  of  the  early  cases  have  gone.  But 
beyond  that  they  have  not  gone,  if  sq,  in  isolated  cases,  it  has 
been  upon  special  grounds  and  for  special  reasons,  that  seemed  to 
be  \yarranted  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Sec.  7S2.  The  case  of  Meeker  v.  Yan  Rensselaer^  14  Wend. 
397,  is  frequently  cited  in  support  of  the  general  doctrine  that 
any  public  nuisance  may  be  abated  by  any  person,  but  an  exami- 
nation of  the  case  shows  that  it  does  not  warrant  the  doctrine  ; 
neither  will  it  warrant  tlie  doctrine  that  a  house  in  such  a  condi- 
tion will,  at  all  times,  or  indeed  at  any  time,  except  under  peculiar 
circumstances,  be  a  nuisance  even.  In  that  case  the  defendant, 
with  others,  citizens  of  the  city  of  Albany,  during  a  season  when 
the  Asiatic  cholera  was  prevailing  to  an  alarming  extent  in  the 
country,  and  when  the  liighest  degree  of  care  in  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  every  building,  whether  in  city  or  country,  was  essential 
to  prevent  the  approach  of  the  disease,  pulled  down  a  tenement 
house  belonging  to  the  plaintiff.  The  house  was  cut  up  into 
small  tenements,  and  was  occupied  by  a  large  number  of  the  poor- 
est classes  in  the  community,  who  suffered  the  premises  to  remain 
in  such  a  filthy  condition  as  to  justify  serious  apprehensions  on 
the  part  of  citizens,  even  in  ordinary  times,  of  its  deleterious 
effects  upon  the  health  of  the  community,  but  which,  especially 
at  a  time  ivhen  this  fearful  epidemic  was  devastating  the  country, 
was  as  much  a  source  of  danger  to  the  health  and  lives  of  the 
people  of  the  city,  or  any  person  coming  to  it,  as  a  powder 
magazine,  with  a  burning  torch  suspended  in  close  proximity  to 
its  explosive  and  death-dealing  contents.  The  defendant  in  this 
case  was  a  resident  and  alderman  in  the  Fifth  ward  of  the  city 
of  Albany,  and  was  directly  and  personally  interested  in  the 
preservation  of  its  health,  and  in  the  promotion  and  improve- 
ment of  its  sanitary  condition.  He  justified  his  conduct  in  the 
premises,  upon  the  ground  that  the  building  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  used,  and  the  condition  that  it  was  in,  was  a  public 
nuisance,  and  dangerous  to  the  lives  and  health  of  the  city. 
The  court  held  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  house  was 
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a  public  nuisance,  and  that  the  defendant  was  justified  as  one  of 
the  public  in  abating  it;  and  Savage,  J.,  said,  '-'  as  a  citizen  of 
the  Fifth  Ward,  the  defendant  was  interested  in  preserving  the 
public  health,  and  especially  as  an  alderman,  he  was  fully  justi- 
tied  in  all  he  did."  They  found  that  the  defendant  had  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance,  and  there  is 
not  a  word  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  indicates  that  if  he 
had  had  no  interest,  the  act  would  have  been  justified.  But 
apart  from  the  peculiar  and  extraordinary  circumstances  that 
existed,  the  extreme  peril  in  which  it  involved  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city,  which  could  not  wait  the  laws'  delay,  the  proceedings 
resorted  to  by  the  defendant  could  not  have  been  justified.  The 
house  was  not  necessarily  a  nuisance  ;  it  was  only  the  use  to  which 
it  was  put,  and  the  condition  in  which  it  was  allowed  to  remain 
as  to  cleanliness,  that  made  it  obnoxioi.s  to  the  law,  and  under 
ordinary  circumstances  it  would  have  been  incumbent  upon  the 
defendant  to  have,  given  notice  to  the  owner  to  change  the  char- 
acter of  its  occupancy  and  its  condition,  before  he  would  have 
been  justified  in  tearing  it  down. 

Sec.  733.  In  Jones  v.  Williams,  11  M.  &  W.  176,  Pakker, 
B.,  discusses  this  very  question,  and  ably  reviews  the  authorities 
bearing  upon  this  point,  and  after  stating  the  instances  in  which 
notice  must  be  given,  he  said :  ' '  But  it  may  be  necessary  in 
some  cases  where  there  is  such  immediate  danger  to  life  or 
health  as  to  render  it  unsafe  to  wait,  and  make  it  lawful  to 
remove  without  notice."  This  being  the  rule,  the  case  under 
consideration  came  fairly  within  its  provisions. 

But  the  house  was  occupied  at  the  time  by  some  forty  or 
fifty  persons,  and  the  rule  in  reference  to  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  is,  that  it  must  be  done  without  riot  or  danger  to 
the  public  peace.  And  there  is  still  another  rule,  that  a  house 
cannot  be  torn  down  while  any  one  is  actually  occupying  it. 
In  Perry  v.  Fishowe,  8  Ad.  &  El.  757,  this  question  arose 
where  the  building  itself  was  the  nuisance.  This  was  an  action 
of  trespass  for  pulling  down  the  plaintiff^'s  dwelling-house,  while 
the  plaintift"  and  his  family  were  in  it.  The  defendant  justified 
upon  the  ground  that  he  had  a  right   of  common   upon  the 
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''Hocus  in  quo^''  for  the  pasture  of  his  sheep,  and  that  the  house 
interfered  with  this  right.  The  court  held  that  the  house  was  a 
nuisance  as  claimed,  but  Lord  Denman  in  delivering  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  said:  "While  the  plain tiif  might  have  pulled 
down  the  house,  yet  he  could  not  do  it  while  any  one  was  in  it ; 
for  it  is  well  understood  that  no  man  may  abate  a  nuisance  in 
£U3ha  way  as  to  disturb  the  peace."  In  a  later  case,  that  of 
Burling  v.  Reid^  11  Q.  B.  904,  the  court  held  that  wiiere  a 
dwelling-house  was  a  nuisance  by  reason  of  its  violation  of  one's 
rights,  the  person  might,  after  reasonable  notice  and  a  request  to 
the  party  occupying  it,  to  remove  it,  pull  it  down,  even  though 
the  party  is  actually  inhabiting  and  present  in  it  at  the  time. 
But  the  court  based  its  decision  upon  the  ground  that  a  reason- 
able notice  had  been  given,  and  a  request  made  of  the  plaintiff 
to  remove  it  himself,  and  in  this  respect  differed  from  the  case 
of  Perry  v.  Fishowe. 

Sec.  734.  In  Davies  v.  Williams^  16  Q.  B,  546,  the  ques- 
tion again  came  before  the  courts,  and  while  the  court  in 
this  case,  as  in  that  of  Burling  v.  Reid^  adopted  the  doctrine 
of  Perry  v.  Fishowe^  in  cases  where  no  notice  or  request  to 
remove  existed,  yet  it  held  that  where  a  dwelling-house  was 
an  obstruction  to  a  right,  and  the  person  occupying  it  neglected 
to  remove  after  reasonable  notice  and  request  to  do  so,  the  house 
might  be  torn  down  while  he  was  actually  in  it.  The  case  of 
Meeker  v.  Yan  Rensselaer  cannot  be  tortured  into  the  support  of 
the  idea  that  any  person  may  abate  a  public  nuisance,  whether 
he  has  an  interest  in  the  matter  or  not.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  case  that  warrants  snch  a  doctrine.  The  case  stands  upon 
peculiar  grounds,  and  except  for  the  peculiar  and  extraordinary 
facts  of  the  case,  the  action  of  the  court  would  have  been  wholly 
unjustifiable.  The  epidemic  was  spreading  through  the  country 
with  rapid  strides,  carrying  terror  and  death  in  its  path.  The 
highest  degree  of  cleanliness  was  rendered  absolutely  indispen- 
sable as  a  precautionary  measure  to  prevent  its  fearful  ravages. 
This  tenement  was  in  its  occupancy  and  condition  a  direct  invi- 
tation to  the  approach  of  the  disease.  Instant  action  was  neces- 
sary. Suits  to  eject  the  tenants  would  cause  delay,  and  resort  to 
95 
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such  proceedings  would  not  be  of  any  avail.  The  mischief  would 
ensue  before  the  necessary  legal  steps  were  completed,  and  the 
very  purpose  of  the  law  in  conferring  this  "  summary  method 
of  doing  himself  justice"  would  have  been  defeated.  The. 
defendant  being  a  resident  of  the  city,  and  within  the  sphere 
of  the  dangerous  effects  to  be  apprehended  from  this  nuisance, 
was  fully  justified  in  all  he  did. 

Sec.  735.  In  Harvey  v.  Dewoody,  18  Ark.  252,  the  court,  in 
rendering  its  opinion  in  the  case,  among  other  things  say,  "  it 
seems  that  any  person  may  abate  a  common  nuisance,"  but  an 
examination  of  the  case  shows  that  no  such  question  really  arose 
or  was  decided  in  the  case.  It  is  merely  one  of  those  loose  and 
careless  expressions  which  courts  sometimes  make  without  think- 
ing that  they  will  be  tortured  into  the  establishment  of  a  general 
doctrine.  This  was  an  action  against  the  mayor,  common  council 
and  constable  of  Des  Arc  for  pulling  down  a  house  belonging  to 
the  plaintiifs,  standing  in  a  thickly  settled  part  of  the  city,  which 
authorized  the  removal  of  public  nuisances  by  the  officers  who, 
in  this  instance,  committed  the  act  charged  in  the  plaintiff's  com- 
plaint. The  court  held  that  the  building  was  a  public  nuisance 
by  reason  of  its  being  unoccupied  by  the  plaintiff  or  his 
tenants,  and  because  it  was  used  by  others  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  it  an  annoyance  to  the  public,  by  endangering  their  lives 
and  property  by  fire.  The  defendant  gave  the  plaintiff  notice  to 
remove  the  house,  which  he  neglected  to  do,  and  having  given 
him  the  time  specified  in  the  ordinance,  they  went  on  in  pursu- 
ance of  its  provisions  and  removed  the  house.  The  court  held 
that  their  action  was  legal  and  justifiable  under  the  ordinance. 
And  the  court  was  right,  because  the  legislature  having  clothed 
the  city  government  with  power  to  provide  for  the  removal  of 
public  nuisances  within  the  city  limits,  it  was  competent  for  the 
city  government  to  designate  by  ordinance  what  officers  should 
perform  the  duty,  and  they  were  protected  in  all  they  did  within 
a  reasonable  exercise  of  their  powers.  But  if  the  removal  had 
been  effected  by  private  persons,  having  no  special  interest  at 
stake,  and  whose  rights  were  in  no  wise  jeopardized  by  the  build- 
ing, it  is  quite  evident  from  the  language  of  the  court  that  they 
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would  not  have  held  that  thev  were  justified,  because  "  any  person 
may  abate  a  public  nuisance."  A  house,  when  it  becomes  a  nui- 
sance, may  be  pulled  down,  as  well  as  a  fence,  or  a  shed,  or  a 
barn.  The  fact  that  it  is  a  house  does  not  give  it  any  more 
immunity  from  the  exercise  of  this  right  on  the  part  of  persons 
specially  injured  thereby  than  any  other  class  of  property.  This 
was  held  by  Lord  Raymond  in  Rex  v.  Pajypineau^  1  Strange, 
688,  and  in  all  the  authorities  cited  infra.  The  case  of  Dewey 
V.  White,  1  Moody  &  Malkins,  56,  is  often  cited  in  support  of 
this  right.  That  was  an  action  of  trespass  against  the  defend- 
ants, who  were  firemen,  for  pulling  down  a  stack  of  chimneys 
in  the  vicinity  of  a  confiagration,  whose  condition  was  such  as  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  those  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  the  defend- 
ants among  the  rest.  The  court  held  that  the  chimneys  in  the 
condition  in  which  they  vp-ere,  and  under  the  circumstances,  were 
a  nuisance,  and  that  the  defendants  were  justified  in  pulling 
them  down.  This  is  clearly  within  the  rule,  for  any  thing  which 
endangers  the  safe  passage  of  people  along  a  public  street  is  a 
mixed  nuisance.  It  may  or  it  may  not  infiict  actual  injui-y  and 
damage  upon  a  person  exercising  his  right  of  passing  along  the 
street,  but  every  person  has  a  right  to  absolute  safety  in  that 
i-espect,  and  every  thing  clearly  in  violation  of  that  right  may  be 
abated,  upon  the  principle  that  a  person  need  not  wait  until  the 
damage  is  actually  inflicted,  where  the  injury  involves  the  safety 
of  one's  life  or  person.  Such  a  nuisance  violates  the  rights  of 
individuals  as  well  as  of  the  public,  as  much  as  an  actual  obstruc- 
tion of  a  highway.  In  vol.  1,  p.  829,  of  Bishop's  Criminal  Law, 
the  author  says :  "  If  the  nuisance  is  a  private  one,  persons 
whose  interests  are  prejudiced  by  it  may,  without  resorting  to 
legal  proceedings,  go  upon  the  ground  and  abate  it.  If  it  is  a 
puhlic  nuisance  it  may  be  abated  by  any  one,"  and  he  cites 
Renwick  v.  Morris.,  7  Hill  (N.  Y.),  575  ;  Arundel  v.  McCulloch^ 
10  Mass.  70 ;  Wetraore  v.  Tracy,  14  Wend.  250 ;  HalVs  Case^ 
1  Mod.  76 ;  Low  v.  Knowlton,  26  Me.  128,  to  support  his  state- 
ment. Renwick  v.  Morris,  referred  to,  was  an  action  of  tres- 
pass against  the  defendants  for  cutting  away  a  part  of  a  dam 
erected  by  the  defendant  across  the  Harlem  river  under  an  act  of 
the  legislature,  and  the  defendant,  with  others  who  were  interested 
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in  the  navigation  of  the  river,  justified  the  act  on  the  ground 
that  the  dam  was  a  public  nuisance,  and  obstructed  him,  with 
others,  in  the  free  navigation  of  the  river.  The  court  says, 
"  that  the  act  of  the  legislature  does  not  prevent  its  being  abated 
in  the  usual  way  by  individuals,  at  the  peril  of  showing  tb-'-t  it 
was  a  nuisance,  and  that  they  did  no  unnecessary  injury  in 
removing  it."  The  question  as  to  whether  a  stranger,  having  no 
interest  in  the  navigation  of  the  river,  might  have  abated  the 
obstruction,  was  neither  raised  nor  decided  in  the  case. 

Arundel  v.  MoCullocJi,  10  Mass.  70,  was  an  action  of  trespass 
for  cutting  down  and  tearing  away  a  bridge  within  the  town  of 
Arundel.  The  defendant  cut  down  the  bridge  because  it  was  a 
nuisance,  and  obstructed  him  in  the  navigation  of  the  river,  and 
justified  upon  that  ground.  The  court  says  :  "  And  it  is  clear 
that  when  any  public  way  is  unlawfully  obstructed  any  indi- 
vidual who  wants  to  use  it  in  a  lawful  way,  may  remove  the 
obstruction." 

Wetmore  v.  Tracy  was  an  action  of  trespass  against  the 
defendant  for  tearing  down  a  fence  erected  by  the  plaintiff  in 
the  center  of  the  beaten  track  of  the  highway,  and  the  defend- 
ant justified  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  a  complete  obstruction 
of  the  highway,  and  obstructed  him,  with  others  who  assisted  in 
its  removal,  in  their  passing  over  the  road.  It  is  true  that  Nel 
SON,  J.,  among  other  things,  says :  "  Any  person  may  abate  a 
public  nuisance,"  and  he  cites  2  Burns,  Justice,  p.  563,  and 
Hawkins,  p.  408,  §  61,  as  authority  for  the  statement.  Hawk- 
ins says  no  such  thing  in  the  section  referred  to.  He  simply 
says,  "In  what  manner  all  other  annoyances  obstructing  the 
highway  are  to  be  removed,  it  seems  clear  that,  by  the  common 
law,  am,y  one  may  abate  a  nuisance  to  a  highway ^^  and  the  section 
referred  to  in  Bums,  Justice,  refers  to  the  above  section  from 
Hawkins  as  his  authority.  It  is  true  the  learned  judge  says  that 
''the  question  was  discussed  in  Hart  v.  The  Mayor,  etc.,  7 
Wend.  589,  and  that  no  doubt  was  expressed  about  the  right." 
But  no  such  point  was  decided  by  the  court  in  Sart  v.  The 
JIayor  of  Albany,  and  they  put  the  decision  upon  the  express 
ground  that  the  defendant  was  an  aggrieved  party,  and  as  such 
had  a  right  to  remove  the  obstruction,  and  the  head-notes  to   the 
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case,  says :  "  Whether  any  person  can  abate  a  public  nuisance, 
Queref' 

Jacob  HalVs  case,  1  Modern,  76,  the  question  was  not  only  not 
raised,  but  no  such  doctrine  or  question  was  hinted  at  in  the  case, 
as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  chapter  2,  where  that  case  is  fully 
reviewed  under  the  head  of  howling  alleys. 

It  is  by  such  reckless  statements  made  by  elementary  writers, 
and  loose  expressions  made  by  courts,  that  are  wholly  unwar- 
ranted, and  not  decided  in  the  cases  in  which  they  are  made,  and 
which  are  in  no  measure  supported  by  the  authorities  cited  by 
them,  that  the  idea  has  become  prevalent  that  "  any  person  may 
abate  a  public  nuisance." 

Sec.  736.  In  Burnliam  v.  HotchMss,  14  Conn.  310,  Williams, 

0.  J.,  says  :  "  We  consider  it  well  settled  that  a  common  nuisance 
may  be  abated  by  any  person,"  but  when  we  come  to  examine  the 
authorities  to  which  he  refers  as  settling  this  point,  we  find  that 
the  foundation  upon  which  he  predicts  his  statement  is  a  mere 
rope  of  sand,  and  that  the  court  in  this  case  directly  and  posi- 
tively decides  that  a  private  person  cannot  abate  a  public  nui- 
sance. He  says  that  Lord  Hale  says,  "  any  man  may  justify  the 
removal  of  a  common  nuisance  either  by  land  or  water,  because 
every  man  is  concerned  in  it."  He  then  refers  to  James  v.  Hay- 
ward,  Cro.  Car.  184,  which  was  a  case  where  a  new  gate  was 
erected  across  a  highway,  completely  blocking  travel  over  it. 
The  defendant  cut  it  down,  and  the  court  held  that  it  was  a 
nuisance,  and  that  the  defendant  was  justified  in  removing  it, 
although  the  court  were  divided  upon  this  question,  and  the  act 
was  only  justified  by  a  bare  majority  of  the  judges.  Lodie  v. 
Arnold,  2  Salk.  458,  also  referred  to  by  him,  was  a  case  where 
the  plaintifE  had  erected  a  house  across  the  highway  so  as  to 
entirely  prevent  travel  over  it,  and  the  defendant  tore  it  down, 
and  in  doing  so  the  material  fell  into  the  sea.  The  court  held 
that  no  action  would  lie  for  the  damage.     Hawkins'  P.  C,  vol. 

1,  chap.  76,  §  61,  is  also  referred  to  as  sustaining  his  position. 
The  section  referred  to  is  as  follows :  "  i^  what  manner  all 
other  annoyances  obstructing  the  highway  are  to  be  removed,  it 
seems  clear  that  by  the  common  law  any  one  may  abate  a  nui- 
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sance  to  a  highway,  and  to  remove  the  materials,  but  not  to  con- 
vert them  to  his  own  use."  And  Hart  v.  MoA^or  of  Albany, 
9  Wend.  589,  671,  which  is  also  referred  to,  decided  no  such 
point.  The  statement  in  that  case  relied  upon  is  a  mere  diotam, 
and  was  not  accepted  by  the  court,  and  the  authorities  referred  to 
by  Senator  Edmunds  in  support  of  the  position  do  not  at  all 
\varrant  the  dicta. 

These  are  all  the  authorities  referred  to  by  the  court,  from 
which  the  learned  judge  makes  the  sweeping  assertion  that  "  a 
common  nuisance  may  be  abated  by  any  person."  It  will  be 
seen  that  in  every  case  referred  to  by  the  court,  there  was  a  total 
obstruction  of  the  highway.  In  James  v.  Hayward,  by  a  gate 
unlawfully  continued.  In  Lodie  v.  Arnold,  a  house  built  across 
the  highway,  and  in  actions  for  damages  against  the  persons  who 
abated  the  obstructions,  the  court  held  that  the  persons  making 
the  removals  were  justified,  because  they  were  obstructions  to 
public  travel,  and  the  private  rights  of  the  parties  abating  them. 

The  section  quoted  from  Hawkins  does  not  in  any  measure 
sustain  the  general  position  of  the  court,  except  in  cases  of  actual 
obstruction  to  a  highway,  and  then  the  assumption  is,  that  the 
person  who  takes  the  pains  to  remove  the  nuisance  is  himself 
obstructed,  and  all  these  authorities  relate  entirely  to  nuisances 
existing  in  highways.  But  aside  from  this  general  error  into 
which  the  court  fell,  and  that  without  meaning  to  extend  the 
application  of  the  principle  beyond  the  class  of  obstructions  with 
which  it  was  dealing,  the  court  adopted  the  rule  that  in  order  to 
justify  the  defendant  in  his  action  in  the  premises,  even  though 
he  was  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  officers  who,  by  law,  had 
charge  of  the  repairs  of  the  highway,  he  must  show  that  the 
obstruction  was  a  nuisance,  and  that  it  actually  obstructed  the 
highway  and  rendered  it  less  commodious  for  the  purposes  of 
travel.  It  can  hardly  be  said  that  this  case,  or  any  of  those 
referred  to  therein,  furnish  very  good  authority  for  the  broad  doc- 
trine fraught  with  such  dangerous  consequences  that  a  common  nui- 
sance may  be  abated  by  any  person.  And  again,  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  judgment  of  the  court  was  in  direct  conflict  with  this  doc- 
trine. For  any  obstruction  of  a  highway  or  encroachment  thereon, 
whether  it  amounts  to  an  actual  obstruction  or  not,  is  a  public  nui- 
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sance,  and  indictable  as  such,  for  the  public  is  entitled  to  the  whole 
higliwav  in  its  whole  leno-th  and  breadth,  and  he  who  encroaches 
thereon  encroaches  upon  a  public  right,  and  is  guilty  of  a  nuisance/ 
Therefore,  if  a  public  nuisance  may  be  abated  by  any  person,  it 
was  competent  for  the  defendant  to  abate  the  nuisance,  for  the 
abatement  of  which  the  court  says  he  had  no  justification  or  excuse. 
The  truth  is,  the  court  said  what  it  did  not  mean.  It  intended 
simpl}'  to  express  the  general  doctrine  that  any  person  who  is 
injured  by  a  public  nuisance  may  abate  it,  and  its  decision  is  in 
consonance  with  this  view,  and  cannot  be  upheld  upon  any  other 
ground.  It  is  true  that  the  court  labors  to  establish  the  doctrine 
that  every  encroachment  upon  a  highway  is  not  a  nuisance,  and 
that  the  question  of  nuisance  or  not  is  for  the  jury.  But  here 
the  court  falls  into  an  error,  for  an  encroachment  upon  a  high- 
way is  per  se  a  nuisance,  and  it  is  only  when  the  question  of 
reasonableness  and  necessity  are  raised  that  the  jury  is  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  use  is  a  nuisance.  It  could  hardly  be  claimed 
that  the  erection  of  a  wall  in  the  limits  of  a  highway  is  a  neces- 
sary or  reasonable  use  of  the  highway,  and  it  was  simply  ridicu- 
lous for  the  court  to  leave  the  question  to  the  jury,  whether  such 
a  use  of  the  road  was  a  nuisance.  When  a  man  is  indicted  for 
erecting  a  nuisance  upon  the  highway,  by  blocking  or  obstructing 
the  same  with  his  horses  and  carts,  the  question  may  fairly  arise 
to  be  determined  by  the  jury,  whether  the  use  was  unreasonable 
and  consequently  a  nuisance,  for  such  an  obstruction  is  only  tem- 
porary, and  arises  out  of  the  ordinary  uses  in  which  the  road  is 
used.  But  where  a  permanent  erection  is  made  within  the  limits 
of  a  highway,  the  question  of  reasonableness  or  necessity  cannot 
arise,  and  there  can  be  no  justification  or  excuse  for  the  same, 
consequently  no  question  for  the  jury  except  to  find  the  fact  of 
encroachment.  To  illustrate  the  idea,  the  court  notices  the  case 
of  a  highw^ay  running  along  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  and  says 
that  it  could  hardly  be  claimed  that  a  fence  erected  within  the 
limits  of  a  highway  at  such  a  point  would  be  a  nuisance.  In 
such  a  case  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  authorities  to  protect  the 
public  against  the  danger  incident  to  such  an  exposure  in  a  high- 
way, and  it  may  fairly  be  said  that  a  road  left  unprotected  at  such 

1  State  x.  Atkinson,  28  Vt.  448. 
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a  point  by  suitable  guards,  would  be  a  nuisance  itself,  and  indict- 
able as  such,  and  if  the  public  failed  to  perform  its  duty  to  the 
public,  it  is  possible  that  it  would  be  no  offense  for  an  individual 
to  perform  it  for  them.  It  would  be  an  act  to  prevent  rather 
than  create  a  nuisance,  for  the  public  safety  requires  the  erection 
of  some  guard  at  such  a  point,  and  as  that  is  the  paramount 
law,  it  would  seem  that  it  would,  although  this  is  by  no  means 
certain,  and  upon  the  authority  of  some  cases  might  be  regarded 
as  doubtful.  The  intent  with  which  the  act  is  done  is  not  the 
question,  and  if  the  act  is  unlawful,  it  is  no  defense  to  say  that 
the  public  good  is  thereby  subserved.  In  Rex  v.  Ward,  4  Ad. 
&  E.  384,  it  was  held,  in  overruling  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Russell, 
that  it  is  no  defense  to  an  indictment  for  an  obstruction  of  a 
navigable  river,  that  the  obstruction  is  actually  to  the  advantage 
of  the  public,  and  the  same  doctrine  is  held  in  Regina  v.  Belts, 
16  Q.  B.  1022,  and  in  Rex  v.  Watts,  Moody  &  M.  281.  So  in 
Works  V.  Junction  R.  R.  Co.,  5  McLean,  425.  So  in  Resj>ub- 
lioa  V.  Caldwell,  1  Dallas,  150,  the  court  held  that  it  was  no 
defense  to  an  indictment  for  an  obstruction  of  a  public  navigable 
stream,  that  it  was  a  public  advantage.  It  instances  the  case  of 
ornamental  trees  planted  within  the  limits  of  a  highway,  and 
asks  if  they  are  necessarily  nuisances  ?  Strictly  speaking,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  a  person  may  be  indicted  for  setting 
them  there,  even  though  they  are  not  an  actual  obstruction. 
Such,  at  least,  was  the  case  at  common  law,  and  by  the  statute 
of  Westminster,  chapter  5,  it  was  provided  that  no  shade  or 
ornamental  tree  should  be  planted  within  two  hundred  feet  of 
the  center  of  a  highway  leading  from  one  market  town  to 
another,  and  it  was  also  made  the  duty  of  every  land  owner  to 
keep  the  branches  of  his  shade  trees  lopped  so  that  they  should 
not  extend  over  the  road  and  interrupt  travel. 

Sec.  737.  No  man  has  a  right  to  abate  a  purely  public  nui- 
sance. A  purely  public  nuisance  is  one  that  affects  public  rights 
merely,  and  does  not  damage  one  individual  member  of  the  com- 
munity more  than  another.  Principal  among  such  nuisances  are 
those  which  merely  affect  the  morals  of  the  community,  and 
arise  from  the  improper,  immoral,  indecent  and  unlawful  acts  of 
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a  person.  Thus  a  liquor  store  where  liquor  is  sold  contrary  to 
law,  is  a  purely  public  nuisance,  but  no  person  would  be  justified 
in  tearing  down  the  store,  or  demolishing  the  furniture,  fixtures 
or  implements  used  therein,  or  destroying  the  liquor, ' 

So  a  disorderly  house  is  strictly  and  jper  se  a  public  nuisance, 
but  the  only  remedy  by  which  to  arrest  its  evil  influences  is  by 
an  appeal  to  the  law.^ 

So  a  gaming  house  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  all  the  imple- 
ments used  there,  but  however  disastrous  their  eflPects  may  be  to 
society,  there  is  no  legal  method  by  which  to  suppress  them, 
except  by  public  prosecution.  And  this  is  the  rule  in  reference 
to  all  merely  public  nuisances. 

Again,  when  a  person  invades  a  public  right,  as  by  an  erection 
in  a  navigable  stream,  or  by  placing  any  thing  in  a  public  high- 
way, navigable  stream,  or  on  lands  to  which  the  State  has  a  title, 
it  is  a  public  nuisance  purely,  unless  it  at  the  same  time  obstructs, 
hinders  or  invades  unreasonably  some  private  right,  and  no  per- 
son can  abate  this  nuisance  of  his  own  motion,  unless  it  injures 
him  by  violating  a  clear  and  well-defined  right.  Thus  in 
Mayor  of  Co'.cTiester  v.  Brooke^  6  Q.  B.  339,  which  was  an 
action  for  injuring  the  plaintiff's  oyster  beds  in  the  river  Colne 
by  improper  navigation.  The  defendant  plead  that  that  part 
of  the  river  was  a  public  navigable  river,  and  a  public  highway 
for  all  the  King's  subjects.  It  appeared  that  the  defendant's  ves- 
sel, in  passing  up  the  river  at  a  place  called  the  Hound,  grounded 
on  an  oyster  bed,  claimed  by  the  plaintiff's  as  their  property,  and 
did  considerable  damage.  The  tide  was  in  the  "  dead  o'  the 
neaps  "  (being  a  condition  of  the  tide  incident  half  way  between 
the  new  and  old  of  the  moon)  and  as  the  vessel  would  be  unable 
to  pass  for  two  days,  the  crew  left  her  and  went  ashore.  The 
vessel  being  improperly  anchored,  shifted  her  position  when  the 
tide  rose  and  grounded  in  another  place  and  did  new  damage  to 
the  oyster  bed.  The  jury  found,  under  the  direction  of  the  court, 
that  there  was  no  negligence  in  the  first  instance,  but  that  there 
was  great  negligence  in  the  second.     And  the  court  of  queen's 

'  Blodgett  «.  Syracuse,  36  Barb.  (N.  (N.    T.    S.   C.)    659  ;    Grey   «.    Ayres, 

Y.)  529  ;   Brown  v.  Perkins,  13  Gray  7  Dana  (Ky.),  375. 

(Mass.),  89 ;  Ely  v.  Supervisors,  36  N.  *  Ely  «.  Supervisors,  36  N.  Y.  337  ; 

Y.  397  •  Moody  v.  Supervisors,  46  Barb.  Welch  b.  Stowell,  3  Doug.  (Micli.1  135. 
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bench  held  that  the  defendants  were  liable  for  the  damage, 
although  the  oysters  were  placed  in  the  channel  of  a  public  navi- 
gable river  so  as  to  create  a  public  nuisance.  The  court  said, 
that  a  person  navigating  a  river  was  not  justified  in  damaging 
such  property  by  running  his  vessel  against  it  if  he  had  room  to 
pass  without  doing  so,  for  an  individual  may  not  abate  a  public 
nuisance  if  he  is  in  no  otherwise  injured  by  it  than  as  one  of  the 
public.  Lord  Denman,  Ch.  J.,  said :  "  However  wrongful  the 
act  of  the  plain tifl" may  have  been,  yet  as  the  defendant  sustained 
no  special  inconvenience  therefrom,  he  certainly  could  not  be 
justified  in  willfully  infringing  upon  the  beds  and  destroying  the 
oysters  even  for  the  purpose  of  abating  a  public  nuisance,"  and 
he  further  adds :  "  It  is  very  important  for  the  sake  of  the  public 
peace  and  to  prevent  oppression,  even  on  wrong-doers,  not  to 
confound  common  with  private  nuisances  in  this  respect.  In  the 
case  of  private  nuisances,  the  individual  aggrieved  may  abate  it, 
(3  Bl.  Com.  5)  so  as  he  commits  no  riot  in  doing  it,  and  a  public 
nuisance  becomes  a  private  one  to  him  who  is  specially  and  in 
some  particular  way  inconvenienced  thereby,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
gate  across  a  highway  which  prevents  a  traveler  from  passing  and 
which  he  may  therefore  throw  down  ;  but  the  ordinary  remedy 
for  a  purely  public  nuisance  is  by  indictment,  and  each  individual, 
who  is  only  injured  as  one  of  the  public,  can  no  more  proceed  to 
abate  than  he  can  bring  an  action." 

In  a  more  recent  case,  that  of  Dimes  v.  Petley,  15  Q.  B.  276, 
Lord  Campbell,  Ch.  J.,  says:  -'It  is  fully  settled  by  the  recent 
cases  that  if  there  be  a  nuisance  in  a  public  highway,  a  private 
individual  cannot,  of  his  own  authority,  abate  it,  unless  it  does 
him  a  special  injury,  and  then  only  to  the  extent  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  exercise  his  right  of  passing  over  the  highway. 
And  we  clearly  think  he  cannot  justify  doing  any  damage  to  the 
property  of  individuals  who  have  improperly  placed  the  nui- 
sance there  if  avoiding  it  he  could  have  passed  on  with  reasonable 
convenience." 

In  a  recent  case  in  Pennsylvania  [OoUb  v.  Bennett^  75  Penn.  St. 
326),  the  defendant,  who  was  the  owner  of  a  boat  navigating  a 
stream,  ran  into  a  net  set  in  a  private  fishery.  The  court  held 
that,  if  the  captain  by  reasonable  care  could  have  avoided  the 
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net,  he  was  bound  to  do  so,  and  that,  while  it  was  true  that  the 
rights  of  navigation  are  superior  to  the  rights  of  fishery,  yet,  if 
the  nets  did  not  operate  as  an  obstruction  to  the  vessel,  th( 
defendant  was  not  justified  in  destroying  or  injuring  it. 

The  general  understanding  as  to  the  law  in  this  respect  in 
England  in  early  times,  may  probably  be  better  gathered  from 
Blackstone's  Commentaries  than  from  any  other  source.  In 
volume  3,  page  5,  he  says :  "  If  a  new  gate  be  erected  across  a 
highway  which  is  a  common  nuisance,  any  of  the  king's  subjects 
passing  that  way  may  cut  it  down  and  destroy  it."  On  page  6, 
in  speaking  of  the  redress  of  private  wrongs  by  the  act  of  parties, 
he  says :  "  Such  nuisances  may  be  abated,  that  is,  taken  away  or 
removed  by  the  act  of  the  party  aggrieved  thereby,  so  as  he  com- 
mits no  riot  in  doing  it."  And  he  proceeds  to  illustrate  the  text 
by  giving  instances  in  which  this  summary  method  may  be 
resorted  to  as  well  as  the  reason  therefor.  He  instances  the  case 
of  a  house  which  stops  up  ancient  lights;  a  new  gate  placed 
across  the  highway,  and  he  says  the  reason  why  the  law  allows 
this  private  and  summary  method  of  doing  one's  self  justice,  is 
because  injuries  of  that  kind  which  obstruct  and  annoy,  such 
things  as  are  of  daily  occurrence  and  use,  require  an  immediate 
remedy  and  cannot  wait  for  the  slow  progress  of  the  ordinary 
forms  of  justice."  In  volume  2,  page  360,  of  Lily's  Register, 
published  in  1720,  the  learned  author  says :  "  Nuisances  are  either 
public  or  private.  Public  is  where  any  thing  is  erected  in  the 
king's  highway,  which  any  man  may  remove  or  the  party 
may  be  indicted  for  it.  But  private  nuisance  is  where  any 
man  stoppeth  his  neighbor's  lights,  or  annoys  him  in  any  other 
manner.  An  action  on  the  case  or  an  assize  of  nuisance  lies 
against  the  tortfeasor.  A  common  nuisance  may  be  abated  or 
removed  by  those  persons  who  are  prejudiced  by  it.  Pasch.  23, 
Car.  B.  R.,  and  they  are  not  compelled  to  bring  actions  to  remove 
them."  Here  then  we  find  that  as  early  as  1719  (when  this  work 
was  written),  it  was  understood  as  the  law  in  England  that  a 
common  nuisance  could  be  abated,  not  by  any  person,  but  only 
by  a  person  who  was  prejudiced  by  it,  and  also  that  in  order  to 
warrant  a  person  in  removing  such  a  nuisance  he  must  be  pre- 
judiced by  it. 
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In  Broom's  Commentaries  on  the  Common  Law  (4th  ed..  p.  222), 
the  learned  author  says :  "  In  regard  to  the  abating  of  a  public 
nuisance  it  is  laid  down  that  if  a  new  gate  be  erected  across  a 
public  highway  which  is  a  common  nuisance,  any  of  the  king's 
subjects  passing  that  way  may  remove  it.  But  the  cases  show 
that  to  justify  a  private  individual  in  abating  on  his  own  authority 
such  a  nuisance,  it  must  appear  that  it  does  him  a  special  injury, 
and  he  can  only  interfere  with  it  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  to 
exercise  his  right  of  passing  along  the  highway  with  reasonable 
convenience,  and  not  because  the  obstruction  happens  to  be 
there." ' 

That  the  courts  never  intended  to  give  any  unwarranted  lati- 
tude to  individuals,  by  which  this  method  of  summary  justice 
could  be  construed  into  a  license  to  any  person,  whether  from 
motives  of  malice  or  a  spirit  of  mischief,  to  prey  upon  the  prop- 
erty of  another  who  was  a  wrong-doer  even,  but  intended  to 
restrict  its  exercise  to  cases  of  actual  infringment  of  rights,  and 
then  only  to  the  extent  necessary  to  secure  a  reasonable  exercise 
of  the  right,  is  evident  from  all  the  early  cases  that  are  intel- 
ligibly reported.  Thus  in  Cooper  v,  Marshall,  1  Burr.  260,  it 
was  expressly  held  that  a  man  had  no  right  to  abate  any  more  of 
a  nuisance  than  was  necessary  to  secure  his  right,  because  when 
that  was  done  the  thing  as  to  him  ceased  to  be  a  nuisance. 

In  Rex  V.  Papjpineau,  1  Strange,  688,  Lord  Raymond  says, 
' '  that  if  any  neighbor  builds  his  house  too  high,  by  which  any 
ancient  lights  are  stopped,  I  shall  not  take  down  the  whole  house, 
but  only  so  much  as  makes  it  too  high."  Here  we  have  the 
whole  law  upon  this  subject  in  a  nut-shell.  No  person  shall 
abate  any  more  of  a  nuisance  than  is  necessary  to  secure  his  rights, 
for  when  that  is  done  the  thing  as  to  him  ceases  to  be  a  nuisance. 
The  fact  that  the  public  may  have  further  redress  by  way  of 
indictment  or  otherwise  is  no  concern  of  his. 

The  law  will  protect  the  rights  of  the  public,  and  furnish  ade- 
quate remedies  for  the  redress  of  all  its  grievances. 

'  Dimes  ti.  Petley,  15  Q.  B.  276 ; 
Bridge  v.  Grand  Junction  Railroad  Co. , 
3  Mees.  &  W.  244 ;  Roberts  v.  Rose,  1 
Exch.  83;  Bateman  «.  Bluck,  18  Q. 
B.  870 ;  Mayor  of  Colchester  'o.  Brooke, 
7  id.  339;  Hubbard  v.  Deming,  31  Conn. 
356 ;   Moffat  «.  Brewer,  1  Iowa,  348 ; 


Wales  fl.  Stetson,  3  Mass.  143  ;  Hop- 
kins «.  Crombie,  4  N.  H.  520 ;  Gates  -u. 
Blancoe,  2  Dana  (Ky.),  158  ;  Rung  v. 
Sbonenberger,  3  Watts.  23  ;  Arundel 
«.  McCulloch,  10  Mass.  70  ;  Rogers  v. 
Rogers,  14  Wend.  250. 
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In  the  case  of  Rarrower  v.  Eitson,  36  Barb.  (N.  T.  S.  C.)  201, 
whicli  was  an  action  of  trespass  for  remo%ang  a  fence  which  had 
been  built  by  the  plaintiff  within  the  actual  limits  of  a  highway ; 
although  as  to  whether  it  was  so  built  as  to  operate  as  an  obstruc- 
tion to  public  travel,  the  judge  on  the  trial  at  the  circuit  was 
requested  to  charge  the  jury,  1st.  "  That  a  mere  encroachment  on 
the  road  by  the  fence  did  not  authorize  the  removal  of  the  fence 
by  the  defendants,  unless  it  hindered,  impeded  or  obstructed  the 
use  of  the  road  by  the  public."  The  judge  refused  to  charge  as 
requested,  and  a  verdict  being  rendered  for  the  defendants,  the 
case  was  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  where  Allen,  J.,  delivered 
an  able  and  exliaustive  opinion,  in  which  he  conclusively  estab- 
Ushes  the  doctrine  that  a  private  party  cannot  lawfully  abate  a 
public  nuisance,  unless  it  operates  as  a  special  injury  to  him,  and 
then  not  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  necessary  to  secure  the  rea- 
sonable exercise  of  his  right.  The  same  question  was  subse- 
quently raised  in  Griffith  v.  McCullum^  46  Barb.  (X.  Y.  S.  C.) 
561,  which  was  an  action  for  taking  down  a  fence.  The  defend- 
ant in  this  case  justified  upon  the  ground  that  the  fence  was  in 
the  highway,  and  that  he,  being  the  sole  road  commissioner  of 
the  town  of  Pike,  in  which  the  trespass  was  committed,  caused 
the  fence  to  be  removed.  The  judge  at  the  circuit  charged  the 
jury  that  if  the  fence  was  within  the  limits  of  the  highway,  the 
defendant  was  justified  in  removing  it,  if  in  so  doing  he  did  no 
unnecessary  damage.  Also,  that  if  the  fence  was  any  part  of  the 
highway,  any  one  had  a  right  to  remove  it,  whether  it  was 
any  annoyance,  inconvenience  or  interruption  to  travel  or  not. 
The  case  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  on  exceptions,  and  Marvin, 
J.,  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  a  masterly  opinion,  in 
which  he  entered  into  a  thorough  review  of  the  cases  both  in  this 
country  and  England,  and  sustained  the  doctrine  of  the  court  as 
laid  down  in  Harrower  v.  Ritson,  ante,  to  its  fullest  extent. 
After  an  exhaustive  examination  of  the  case  he  sums  up  the  doc- 
trine of  the  court  as  follows : 

"Having  ascertained  what  constitutes  a  nuisance,  public  :r 
private,  and  also  having  considered  the  remedies,  it  seems  clear 
to  my  mind, 

''  1st.  That  every  encroachment  to  a  highway  is  not  a  nuisance. 
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"  2d.  That  that  which  is  exclusively  a  common  or  public 
nuisance  cannot  lawfully  be  abated  by  the  private  acts  of  indi- 
viduals. The  remedy  is  an  indictment  —  a  criminal  prosecution, 
unless  the  statute  has  provided  some  other  remedy. 

"  3d.  A  private  nuisance  may  be  abated  by  the  party 
aggrieved. 

"  4th.  A  nuisance  may  be  both  public  and  private.  In  such 
a  case  the  public  may  proceed  by  indictment  to  abate,  it  and 
punish  its  authors,  or  those  individuals  to  whom  it  is  a  private 
nuisance,  by  means  of  its  being  especially  inconvenient  and 
annoying  to  them,  or  that  they  are  in  some  particular  way  incom- 
moded thereby,  may  of  their  own  act  abate  it."  Then  he  pro- 
ceeds to  state,  "  as  the  learned  judge  held  in  this  case  (at  the 
circuit)  that  every  encroachment  upon  a  highway  is  a  nuisance, 
in  my  judgment  he  erred.  If  the  evidence  had  tended  to 
prove  facts  which  constitute  a  nuisance,  and  the  question  of  nui- 
sance was  material  in  the  case,  it  should  have  been  submitted  to 
the  jury,  unless  the  encroachment  was  such  as  to  constitute  a 
private  as  well  as  public  nuisance,  the  defendants  were  not  justi- 
fied in  removing  the  fence.  It  would  be  an  alarming  doctrine 
that  all  persons  who  are  by  their  fences  encroaching  upon  the 
highway,  are  liable  to  have  their  fences  thrown  down  at  any 
time  by  commissioners  of  highways  or  other  persons.  I  have 
endeavored  to  show  that  there  is  no  authority  for  this  common 
law.  The  remedy  on  the  part  of  commissioners  is  by  statutes, 
which  are  quite  ample  to  protect  the  public." 

I  have  referred  to  these  cases  relating  to  nuisances  upon  high- 
ways, to  illustrate  the  general  doctrine  of  the  courts  relative  to 
the  rights  of  individuals  upon  their  own  motion  to  abate  a  public 
nuisance,  because  in  cases  of  this  character,  they  have  given  a 
wider  latitude  to  individual  action  than  in  any  other,  and  because 
such  cases  embrace  the  doctrine  in  its  broadest  and  most  extreme 
sense.  And  it  is  certain,  that  if  no  person  who  is  not  specially 
injured  by  an  obstruction  in  a  public  highway  may  remove  it, 
then  no  person  who  is  not  specially  and  materially  injured  by  any 
other  public  nuisance,  such  as  arises  from  the  use  to  which  prop- 
erty is  devoted,  producing  noxious  smells,  vapors,  and  other  ill- 
effects,  rendering   the  enjoyment  of  property  in  their  neighbor- 
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hood  uncomfortable,  can  abate  it.  Such  a  power  placed  in  the 
hands  of  any  person  who  saw  fit  to  exercise  it,  would  be  destruct- 
ive of  the  best  interests  of  society,  and  would  lay  open  a  large 
part  of  oui*  manufacturing  and  business  interests,  to  the  mere 
caprice  of  the  reckless  and  unprincipled  elements  that  form  a 
part  of  every  community,  and  instead  of  making  the  law  a  shield 
against  wrong  and  oppression,  would  convert  it  into  a  sword 
with  which  to  strike  down  any  interest  that  chanced  to  fall  under 
the  ban  of  any  person's  displeasure.  The  right  to  abate  a  private 
or  public  nuisance  rests  upon  the  same  ground.  A  private  nui- 
sance injuring  a  private  right  may  be  abated  by  the  person 
injured  to  the  extent  necessary  to  secure  a  reasonable  enjoyment 
of  the  right  injured.  Any  excess  of  abatement  becomes  a  tres- 
pass jpro  ianto.  Everj-  man  is  his  own  ju»Jge,  and  he  judges  at 
his  peril.  In  the  case  of  a  public  nuisance,  which  also  aflPects 
individual  rights,  and  which  for  convenience  sake  are  designated 
as  mixed  nuisances,  the  person  whose  rights  are  invaded,  and 
who  suffers  a  special  damage  therefrom,  may  abate  the  nuisance 
to  the  same  extent,  and  subject  to  the  same  limitations  as  apply 
to  the  abatement  of  a  private  nuirance.  But  a  person  who  sus- 
tains a  special  damage  therefrom,  other  than  as  one  of  the  public, 
cannot  lawfully  interfere  to  remove  the  nuisance.  Individual 
inquiries  then  become  merged  in  the  public  offense,  and  can  only 
be  redressed  by  a  public  prosecution  through  its  proper  officers. 
In  the  case  of  Bt'ovjn  v.  Perkins^  12  Gray  (Mass.),  89,  the 
defendant  with  others  entered  the  store  of  the  plaintiff,  who  was 
a  liquor  dealer,  and  destroyed  his  liquors,  claiming  that  they  were 
a  public  nuisance,  and  open  to  destruction  by  any  person,  but 
particularly  by  those  whose  husbands  and  fathers  and  sons 
obtained  liquors  there  with  which  they  became  intoxicated,  and 
as  a  consequence  of  which  the  persons  abating  the  nuisance  were 
injured.  But  the  court  held  that,  even  if  the  keeping  of  a  liquor 
store  and  the  selling  of  liquors  to  the  persons  referred  to,  did 
constitute  a  public  nuisance,  that  it  was  a  purely  public  nuisance, 
and  one  which  could  not  be  abated  by  the  act  of  private  persons. 
That  the  right  of  a  private  person  to  abate  a  public  nuisance  is 
confined  to  the  removal  of  physical  nuisances,  which  obstruct  the 
exercise  of   some  of  their  own  rights,  or  which   endanger  their 
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peace,  happiness,  health  or  lives  to  such  an  extent  that  they  can- 
not wait  for  the  intervention  of  the  law.  But  that  under  no  cir- 
cumstances can  they  interfere  to  abate  an  intangible  nuisance, 
whose  effect  is  merely  moral,  and  result  from  the  improper  use 
to  which  the  property  is  put  by  its  owner.  In  the  case  last  cited, 
the  learned  judge  adopted  the  doctrine  that  no  person  could 
abate  a  public  (mixed)  nuisance,  except  where  he  could  maintain 
an  action  for  special  damages.  And  this  would  seem  to  be  the 
rule  suggested  by  sound  public  pohcy,  and  as  the  rule  is  so 
extended  that  a  person  may  recover  for  a  slight  hindrance  of  his 
rights,  it  can  operate  no  hardships  to  any  person,  while  it  cer- 
tainly tends  to  sustain  the  public  peace.  For  if  a  man  passing 
along  a  highway  finds  a  fence  across  it,  barring  his  progress,  he 
may  certainly  take  it  down,  and  the  court  say,  that,  although  the 
labor  is  small  and  the  trouble  slight  he  shall  have  his  action  for 
the  injury.'  It  seems  to  me  that  the  rule  is  generally  adopted  both 
in  England  and  by'  most  of  the  courts  in  this  country,  that  any 
person  who  is  hindered  of  his  right  by  a  public  nuisance,  may 
remove  so  much  of  it  as  is  necessary  to  secure  his  right,  is  the 
best  rule. 

In  a  recent  case  in  Khode  Island  the  court  put  the  right  of  pri- 
vate parties  to  abate  a  public  nuisance  upon  the  broad  ground 
that  there  must  be  such  an  injury  to  the  individual  rights  of  the 
party  removing  it  as  will  enable  him  to  maintain  an  action  there- 
for, and  that  even  then  he  must  abate  no  more  of  the  nuisance 
than  is  necessary  to  secure  the  exercise  of  his  right.  For  any 
excess  in  that  respect  he  is  liable  to  respond  in  damages." 

This  is  virtually  placing  the  right  of  abatement  upon  the  same 
grounds  as  that  of  the  right  of  self-defense.  Any  person  who  is 
assaulted  by  another  may  us€  so  much  force  as  is  necessary  to 
repel  the  assault  and  protect  his  person  from  injury.  If  he  is 
guilty  of  any  excess  of  force  in  this  respect,  he  is  held  chargeable 
for  the  excess,  both  civilly  and  criminally,  and  surely  a  man's 
personal  safety  is  of  higher  consequence  to  him  than  any  rights 
of  property,  or  than  his  mere  personal  convenience,  and  if  he  is 
held  up  to  this  strict  accountability  for  an  error  of  judgment,  at 

1  Pierce  v.  Dart,  7  Cow.  (N.  T.)  609  ;        ^  State  v.  Keenan,  2  Ames  (R.  L), 
Brown  ti.  Watrous,  47  Me.  161  ;  Pow-    497. 
ers  v.  Irisli,  27  Micli.  439. 
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a  time  when  the  judgment  is  necessarily  more  or  less  warped  by 
passion  or  excitement,  naturally  incident  to  au  unwarrantable 
attack  upon  his  person,  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  unjust  to  hold 
him  to  a  strict  accountability  in  the  enforcement  of  a  mere  right 
of  property  or  personal  right,  when  he  has  ample  time  for  the 
exercise  of  judgment  and  discretion,  and  the  procuring  of  counsel 
even,  as  to  what  he  should  do  and  how  far  he  can  go.  This  is 
really  the  rule  as  adopted  and  laid  down  in  the  best  considered 
cases,  and  it  is  the  true  rule  and  one  that  is  eminently  just.  A 
person  may  abate  so  much  of  a  nuisance,  private  or  mixed,  as  is 
necessary  to  secure  his  right,  but  if  he  is  guilty  of  any  excess  he 
is  liable  therefor  pro  tanto.  Every  man  proceeds  to  abate  any 
nuisance  at  his  peril.  He  judges  for  himself,  and  if  he  misjudges 
he  is  answerable  for  all  the  consequences.  Therefore,  except  in 
extraordinary  cases,  where  delay  will  be  attended  with  such  seri- 
ous consequences  that  it  cannot  reasonably  be  adopted,  it  will 
usually  be  the  wisest  course  in  the  case  of  purely  private  nui- 
sances, or  mixed  nuisances,  where  the  abatement  may  result  in 
involving  the  person  in  damages,  to  appeal  to,  and  take  the 
redress  that  the  law  affords,  which  is  always  ample,  reliable  and 
safe.' 


CHAPTEE  TWEXTY-SECOND. 

MUinCIPAL    COEPOKATIONS. 

Sec.  738.  Municipal  corporation,  its  source  of  power. 

739.  No  control  over  nuisances  without  special  power. 

740.  Legislature  may  confer  power. 

741.  Ordinances  must  not  be  arbitrary.  » 

742.  Cannot  license  nuisances. 

748.  Liable  for  nuisances  permitted  or  created  by  it. 
744.  Liability  for  not  removing. 

1  Hicks  V.  Dorn,  43  N.  Y.  47  ;  Vason  Y.)  459  ;  Brown  ».  Perkins,  13  Gray,  89; 

c.  S.  C.  R.  R  Co.,  43  Ga.  631  ;  Clark  v.  Welch  v.  Stowell,  2  Doug.  (Mich.)  329; 

Ice  Co..  24  Mich.  508;    McGresor  v.  Miller  i\  Birch,  32  Texas,  208;  5  Am. 

Boyle,  34  Iowa,  268  ;  Manhattan  Manu-  Rep.  242 ;  Dimes  v.  Petley,  15  Q.  B. 

facturing  Co.  v.  Van  Keuren,  23  N.  J.  277. 
251  ;  Thompson  v.  Allen,  7   Lans.  (N. 
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Sec.  738.  A  municipal  corporation  derives  all  its  powers  from 
the  legislature.  It  may  do  any  act  which  it  is  authorized  to  do 
by  that  body,  within  the  constitutional  exercise  of  its  powers, 
and  all  acts  that  are  fairly  and  legitimately  incident  to  the  powers 
granted,  but  it  cannot  lawfully  go  beyond  that  point.*  It  takes- 
nothing  by  implication,  except  such  powers  as  are  fairly  and 
legitimately  within  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  grant.'  The  fact 
that  the  public  good,  or  the  welfare  of  the  corporation  requires 
that  certain  acts  should  be  done,  does  not  warrant  their  being 
done,  unless  they  come  within  the  scope  of  the  powers  delegated.' 
The  charter,  and  special  acts  in  addition  thereto,  if  there  be  any, 
are  the  measure  of  its  power,  and,  when  it  exceeds  those  powers, 
its  acts  are  unlawful,  unwarranted,  and  afford  no  protection  what- 
ever to  those  acting  under  them,* 


'  In  Berlin  v.  Gorliam,  34  N.  H.  266, 
it  was  lield  that  municipal  corporations 
are  completely  constiti^ted  by  the  mere 
passage  of  an  act  of  incorporation  by 
the  legislature,  and  that  they  thereby 
became  entitled  to  the  rights,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  liabilities  thereof,  whether 
its  inhabitants  were  pleased  or  dis- 
pleased therewith.  That  they  were 
the  creations  of  legislative  power,  and 
that  the  legislature  was  not  bound  to 
consult  the  wishes  of  the  people  in 
reference  to  their  creation.  But  an  act 
of  incorporation  may  be  made  condi- 
tional upon  its  acceptance  by  the  cor- 
porators. City  of  Paterson  v.  Society, 
etc.,  4  Zabriskie  (N.  J.),  385.  In  Gor- 
ham  V.  Springfield,  21  Me.  58,  it  was 
held  that  such  corporations  exist  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  State,  and  not  at 
their  own. 

-  All  the  powers  not  expressly 
granted  by  the  charter,  or  necessary  to 
carry  out  its  powers,  are  treated  as 
denied.  The  corporation  takes  noth- 
ing by  implication.  Leavenworth  v. 
Norton,  1  Kansas,  432;  Webster  v. 
Harwinton,  32  Conn.  131,  Alley  v.  Edge- 
comb,  53  Me.  446  ;  Hooper  v.  Emery, 
14  id.  375 ;  Kyle  v.  Malin,  8  Ind.  34 ; 
Ex  parte  Burnett,  30  Ala.  (N.  S.)  431 ; 
Kirk  V.  Norville,  1  T.  R.  124. 

'^  Overick  v.  Pittsburgh,  7  Am.  Law 
Reg.  (N.  S.)  725 ;  Gale  -v.  So.  Berwick, 
51  Me.  174;  Booth  v.  Woodbury,  32 
Conn.  118  ;  Barton  v.  New  Orleans,  16 
La.  An.  317  ;  Hasbrouck  v.  Milwaukie, 
13  Wis.  37. 


4  Clark  V.  Syracuse,  13  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 
32.  In  Kirk  v.  Norville,  1  T.  R.  124, 
the  court,  in  discussing  the  powers  of 
a  municipal  corporation,  and  of  those 
acting  under  its  authority,  lays  down 
what  appears  to  be  the  true  rule  :  "  A 
corporation,"  says  Lord  Mansfield, 
in  the  definition  of  it,  "  is  a  creature 
of  the  crown,  created  by  letters  patent, 
and  a  corporation  with  the  power  of 
making  by-laws,  cannot  make  any  suth 
law  to  incur  a  forfeiture.  Those 
corporations  which  are  created  by  act 
of  Parliament  have  no  other  addi- 
tional powers  incident  to  them  L.rdess 
they  are  expressly  given.  No  such 
power  of  making  by-laws  to  incur  a  for- 
feiture appearing  upon  the  plea  to  have 
been  conferred,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
court  to  say  that  this  by-law  can  be 
supported  by  the  act."  And  in  this  case, 
the  defendant,  who  was  sued  in  tres- 
pass for  executing  the  provisions  of 
the  by-law,  was  held  chargeable  for 
the  damages. 

In  Miller  v.  Burch,  32  Texas,  208 ; 
5  Am.  Rep.  242,  the  defendant  pur- 
chased a  livery  stable  belonging  to 
and  upon  the  premises  of  the  plaintiff, 
under  a  sale  by  the  authorities  of  the 
town  of  Bastrop,  who  sold  it  under  the 
provisions  of  an  ordinance  of  the  town 
council,  declaring  it  a  nuisance,  and 
ordering  its  sale  and  removal.  The 
defendant  purchased  the  building  and 
tore  it  down,  and  removed  the  materi- 
als. In  an  action  of  trespass  therefor, 
the  defendant  justified  unde;  .he  ordi- 
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Sec.  739.  Therefore,  a  municipal  corporation  has  no  control 
over  nuisances  existing  within  its  corporate  limits  except  such  as 
is  conferred  upon  it  by  its  charter  or  by  general  law.  There  can 
be  no  question,  however,  but  that  where  a  nuisance  exists  within 
i^s  corporate  limits  that  is  clearly  a  nuisance  at  common  law  or 
by  statute,  that  is  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  it 
may  be  abated  by  the  authorities,  but  it  must  be  a  nuisance  at 
common  law  and  one  which  any  person  injured  thereby  might 
lawfully  abate  of  his  own  motion,  or,  in  the  absence  of  express 
or  implied  authority  given,  the  removal  or  abatement  of  the  nuis- 
ance would  be  unlawful.  "Where  the  thing  abated  is  clearly  a 
nuisance,  and  one  which  affects  the  health  of  the  city,  the  abate- 
ment may  be  made  by  the  authorities  or  by  any  person  injured 
thereby.  The  common  law,  in  such  a  case  comes  in  aid  of  the 
authorities,  and  they  are  justified  in  the  act,  not  because  they  are 
officials  of  the  city,  hut  because  they  are  citizens  injured  hy  the 
thing  ahated.'^ 


nauce,  but  Caldwell,  J.,  in  deliver- 
ing the  opinion  of  the  court,  said: 
"  The  question  is  well  settled  that  a 
corporatioh  can  exercise  no  power  not 
clearly  delegated  in  the  act  of  incor- 
poration, or  arising  by  necessary  im- 
plication out  of  the  power  delegated. 
An  ordinance  not  warranted  by  the 
charter  is  void,  and  can  furnish  no 
justification  to  a  person  acting  under 
it." 

Also  see  Welch  «.  Stowell,  2  Doug. 
(Mich.)  322;  Sedgwick  on  Stat,  and 
Const.  Law,  464. 

^  In  Meeker  v.  Van  Rensselaer,  15 
Wend.  (N.  Y.)  397,  the  defendant  dur- 
ing the  prevalence  of  the  Asiatic  chol- 
era, under  an  ordinance  of  the  city  of 
Albany,  tore  down  a  tenement  house 
in  the  ward  in  which  he  resided  that 
belonged  to  the  plaintiff,  which  was 
filled  with  families  of  poor  people 
who  allowed  the  house  to  remain  in  a 
filthy  condition,  which  endangered  the 
health  of  the  city,  and  who  neglected 
to  clean  the  house  or  to  remove  there- 
from, after  notice  to  do  so.  The  court, 
in  passing  upon  the  question  of  the 
defendant's  liability,  held  that  he  was 
justified  in  his  acts  by  the  extraordin- 
ary emergency,  bnt  not  as  an  official 
of  the  city,  hut  as  a  citizen  of  the  city 
interested  in  the  maintenance  of  its 


health,  particularly  in  the  ward  in 
which  he  resided.  See  also  Van  Wor- 
mer  v.  Albany,  15  Wend.  (N.  T.)  262. 
In  Manhattan  Co.  v.  Van  Keuren,  28 
N.  J.  255,  the  defendant,  under  direc- 
tions from  the  city  government,  de- 
stroyed a  portion  of  the  machinery  in 
the  poudrette  works  of  the  plaintiffs, 
which,  by  reason  of  the  noxious  and 
offensive  stenches  arising  therefrom, 
seriously  affected  the  health  of  the 
residents  of  the  city.  The  court  held 
that  the  defendant  was  justified  in  his 
acts,  because,  as  a  citizen  of  the  city, 
he  was  interested  in  its  health  and 
was  affected  by  the  nuisance.  The 
court  placed  the  right  upon  the  ground 
that  public  safety  is  the  paramount 
law.  DowD,  J.,  said :  "Any  citizen 
acting  as  an  individual  or  as  a  public 
official  under  the  orders  of  local  or 
municipal  authorities,  whether  such 
orders  be  or  be  not  in  pursuance  of 
special  legislation  or  chartered  provis- 
ions, may  abate  what  the  common  law 
declares  a  public  nuisance."  Thus  it 
will  be  seen  that  unless  express 
authority  is  given  by  law,  the  control 
of  a  municipal  corporation  over  nui- 
sances is  no  greater,  no  more  nor  less 
than  that  possessed  by  individuals  in 
their  individual  and  private  capacity. 
They  can  only  abate  such  nuisances  as 
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Sbc.  740.  But  -s-here  ihe  legislirure  confers  upon  a  dty  or 
viZs^e  xhe  power  to  reg^ste  and  remove  nuisances  and  to  pro- 
vide |:«enaldes  tiienetor,  oa-  to  remove  sucii  as  are  denimental  to 
tiie  health  of  the  inhahitanis.  this  power  confers  aurhoritv  upon 
the  cirv  government  to  inipjse  penalties  upon  persons  maintain- 
ing nuisances  within  its  jnrisdic-tion.  and  to  remove  the  same, 
provided  the  thing  be  a  nuisance  at  common  kw  or  bv  statute, 
and  preduces  such  an  injurv  that  an  individual  injured  thereby 
mi^ht  remove  it,  bui  not  otherwise.*  and  if  the  authorities  abate 
a  nuisance  under  authority  of  an  ordinance  of  the  city,  they  are 
Subject  to  the  same  perils  and  liabilities  as  an  individual  if  the 
tliig  abated  is  nor  tr*  ji'^  a  nuisance.'  But,  where  the  corpora- 
T- :  ~  i~  :! ;  Tiie*!  with  pow^-  by  its  charter,  or  special  or  general  law 
to  sbite  or  remove  nuisances,  that  does  not  c-«Dnfer  authority  to 
'  them,  nor  to  impose  penalties  for  their  erection.  Xeither 
::_:rirvto  prevent  nuisances  cc»nfer  authority  to  abate 
:„  _  I  ri  -r:  tc^es  the  power  to  abate  nuisances  warrant  the 
:  -::l-ir  t:;perty  which  was  lawfully  erected,*  or 
any  ihnis  wLi  jh  ^as  erected  by  lawful  authority.*  It  would, 
indeei-  be  .erijus  power  to  repose  in  munidpal  corporations 

to  permit  iiieiii  to  declare,  by  ordinance  or  otherwise,  any  thing 
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clearly  be  for  the  preservation    of  the  public  health,  safety  or 
convenience.^ 

Thus  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  city  may  lawfully  cause 
the  removal  of  any  obstruction  in  a  public  street,*  or  encroach- 
ment upon  it,'  or  over*  or  under  it,*  vt^hich  in  any  measure  inter- 


*  Dubuque  v.  Malony,  9   Iowa,  450  ; 
Com.    V.   Worcester,  3    Pick.   (Mass.) 
462 ;  Wasliingtou  v.  Nashville,  Swan 
(Tenn.),   177.      It    may   regulate    the 
passage    of      animals     through     the 
streets,  Com.  v.  Curtis,  9  Allen  (Mass.), 
266  ;  Roberta  v.  Ogle,  30  111.  459  ;  Com. 
V.  Bean,  14  Gray  (Mass.),  52  ;  Commis- 
sioners V.  Gas  Co.,  12   Penn.  St.   318. 
Must  be   reasonable ;  see  also  Mayor 
of  Hudson  V.  Thome,  7  Paige  (N.   Y.), 
261.     It  mixst   not  operate  as  an  un- 
reasonable restraint  of  trade,  St.  Paul 
V.  Laidler,  2  Minn.  190  ;  Rex  v.  Com- 
pany,   7    D.  &    E.   543;     London    v. 
Compton,  7  Dowl.  &  R.  597.     Nor  op- 
pressively to  the  people,  Memphis  v. 
Winffeld,    8    Hump.   (Tenn.)   707,    in 
which    an    ordinance  -directing     the 
arrest  of  all  free  negroes  found  in  the 
streets  after  ten  o'clock  at  night  .was 
held      void,    as      being      oppressive. 
Neither  must  it  be  of  a  character  that 
is  exclusive,  Hayden  v.  Noyes,  5  Conn. 
391.    But  the  fact  that  it  is  made  with 
special  reference  to  a  particular  per- 
son does  not  affect  its  validity,  if  it  is 
general  in  its  operation,  Com.  v.  Good- 
rich, 13    Allen  (Mass.),  545 ;  Baker  v. 
Boston,    17  Pick.  (Mass.)   184 ;  White 
«.  Mayor,  2  Swan  (Tenn.),  364;  Bloom- 
ington  V.  Wahl,  46  111.  489  ;  People  v. 
Albany,  11  Wend.  CN.  Y.)  539 ;  slight 
irregularities   will    not   invalidate  it, 
Chicago  V.  Rumpf,  45  111.  80.     It  may 
prohibit  the  removal  of  dirt   or   offal 
by   any    one,    ercept    those     having 
licenses  from  the  city,  Vaudine's  case, 
6  Pick.  (Mass.)  187.     It  may  require 
all  hoistways  to  be  inclosed  by  a  rail- 
ing. New  York  -y.  Williams,  15   N.  Y. 
502 ;  may  prevent  the  raising  of  rice 
upon  laud  within   its  limits,  St.  Paul 
V.  Cloutier,  12  Minn.  41 ;  Peoria  v.  Cal- 
houn, 37  111.  317.     They  must  be  con- 
sistent with  the  common  law,  and  the 
general  laws   of  the   State.     If   they 
conflict  with  the  common  law,  statute, 
or  the  fundamental  law,  they  are  void, 
Williams   v.  Augusta,  4  Ga.  500  ;  St. 
Louis  V.  Benton,  11  Mo.  61 ;  Cowen  v. 
West  Troy,  43  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  48 ;  Col- 


lins V.  Hatch.  18  Ohio,  423;  New  York 
V.  Nichols,  4  Hill.  (N.  Y.)  409 ;  New 
Orleans  v.  Philpi,  9  La.  Ann.  44  ;  Pes- 
terfield  v.  Vickers,  3  Calder  (Tenn.), 
2U5 ;  City  Council  v.  Goldsmith,  2 
Spen.  (S.  C.)  435.  May  prohibit  swine 
from  running  at  large.  Com.  v.  Bean, 
14  Gray  (Mass.),  52.  But  ordinances 
are  void  if  they  contravene  a  common 
right,  Taylor  v.  Griswold,  2  Green  (N. 
J.),  222 ;  Peck  v.  Lockwood,  5  Day 
(Conn.),  22.  But  they  may  regulate 
the  exercise  of  a  common  right,  pro- 
vided the  regulation  is  not  unreason- 
able. Com. «.  Patch,  97  Mass.  221  ;  Vint- 
ners V.  Parrey,  1  Burrows,  239  ;  Com. 
V.  Robertson,  5  Cush.  (Mass.)  438,  and 
the  question  of  reasonableness  is  for 
the  court  and  not  for  the  jury,  Bacon's 
Abr.,  tit.  By-laws  ;  Boston  v.  Shaw,  1 
Met.  (Mass.)  130 ;  Com.  v.  Stodder,  2 
Cush.  (Mass.)  562.  By-laws  must  not 
be  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  common 
or  statute  law.  Marietta  v.  Fearing,  4 
Ohio,  427 ;  Canton  v.  Nist,  9  Ohio  St. 
437.  Ordinances  cannot  provide  for 
the  forfeiture  of  property  without  ex- 
press authority,  Kirk  v.  Nowill,  1  T, 
R.  118 ;  Taylor  ®.  Corandalet,  22  Mo. 
105  ;  Heise  v.  Town  Council,  6  Rich. 
(S.  C.)  404  ;  Rosebaugh  v.  Saffin,  10 
Ohio,  32  ;  Lanfear  v.  Mayor,  4  La.  97  ; 
Hart  V.  Mayor,  etc. ,  9  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
571  ;  Phillips  v.  Allen,  4  Penn.  St. 
481  ;  Mayor  «.  Ordenan,  12  Johns. 
(N.  Y.)  122;  Dunham  v.  Rochester,  5 
Cowen  (N.  Y.),  46  ;  Mobile  v.  Yvielle, 
3  Ala.  137;  Bergen  v.  Clarkson,  1 
Halst.  (N.  J.)  352;  but  see  Roberts  v. 
Ogle,  30  111.  459. 

^  Baker  v.  Boston,  12  Pick.  (Mass.) 
184 ;  Com.  v.  Stodder,  2  Cush.  (Mass.) 
562  ;  Jackson  v.  People,  9  Mich.  111. 

3  Randall  v.  Van  Vechten,  19  Johns. 
(N.  Y.)  96  ;  Noyes  v.  Ward,  19  Conn. 
250  ;  Hawley  v.  Harrall,  id.  142  :  R.  R. 
Co.  ■;;.  Chenan,  43  111.  209  ;  Philadel- 
phia V.  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Penn.  St.  253  ; 
Com.  V.  Brooks.  99  Mass.  434. 

■»  Milhau  V.  Sharpe,  18  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 
175. 

"  Irvine  v.  Fowler,  5  Rob.  (N.  Y.)  482. 


JIIIlSriCIPAL   COKPORATIONS. 


775 


teres  with  the  safety  or  convenience  of  the  public  in  the  use  of 
the  street.  It  may  by  ordinance  prohibit  the  erection  or  main 
tenance  of  awnings  without  a  license  from  it,  and  except  it  is 
maintained  as  prescribed  by  it.*  It  may  provide  that  buildings 
shall  not  be  erected  of  wood  or  other  inflammable  materials.  ^  It 
may  prohibit  the  exercise  of  trades  that  endanger  the  lives  or 
property  of  its  citizens.^  It  may  prohibit  the  maintenance  of 
unsafe  structures  on  public  streets.*  It  may  prevent  the  erection 
of  signs  over  streets  except  under  special  regulations.'  It  may 
prohibit  the  maintenance  of  coal  holes,  areas,*  or  excavations  of 
any  kind  in  or  along  its  street.''  It  may  prevent  the  setting  of 
posts  in  the  streets,*  the  erection  of  stoops,  porches,  stairs  or  steps, 
bow- windows  or  buildings  in  or  over  the  street.'  It  may  pre-, 
vent  excavations  in  or  under  the  streets.'"  So,  too,  it  may  pre- 
vent the  exercise  of  noxious  trades  in  public  places,"  and,  when 
authorized  to  regulate  wharves  and  piers  and  prevent  obstructions 
to  navigation,  may  provide  how  wharves  and  piers  shall  be 
erected,  and  may  establish  dock  lines,'*  and  may  remove  all  actual 
obstructions  to  navigation  within  tha  limits  of  its  jurisdiction." 
It  may  prohibit  the  occupation  of  the  streets  for  market  purposes," 


'  Patrick  v.  Bailey,  13  Gray  (Mass.), 
161. 

-  Hudson  V.  Thome,  7  Paige  (N.  Y.), 
261 ;  Douglas  v.  Com. ,  2  Rawle  (Penn.), 
262  ;  Brady  v.  Ins.  Co.,  11  Mich.  425. 

*  Dubois  V.  Augusta,  Dudley  (Qa.), 
30  ;  Williams  v.  Augusta,  4  Ga.  509. 

■*  Harvey  v.  Dewoody,  18  Ark.  252. 

°  Hewinson  v.  New  Haven,  36  Conn. 
136  ;  Jones  v.  Boston,  104  Mass.  75. 

^  Congreve  v.  Morgan,  18  N.  T.  84. 

"  Nelson  V.  Godfrey,  12  111.  23 ; 
Cobb  v.  Standish,  14  Me.  198. 

*  Com.  i\  Boston,  97  Mass.  555 ;  Re- 
gina  V.  Telegraph  Co.,  9  Cox's  Cr.  Ca. 
174. 

*  People  V.  Carpenter,  2  Doug.  (Mich.) 
273 ;  Hall  v.  McCaughey,  51  Penn  St. 
43 ;  Stetson  v.  Faxon,  19  Pick.  (Mass.) 
147  ;  State  v.  Mobile,  5  Port  (Ala.)  279  ; 
Flemingsburgh  ©.Wilson.  1  Bush  (Ky.), 
203  ;  Com.  v.  Blaisdell,  ; 
Com.  V.  Rush,  14  Penn.  St.  186 ;  At- 
torney-General V.  Heishon,  18  N.  J. 
410  ;  Ketchum  v.  Buffalo,  14  N.  Y.  374 ; 
State  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Zabr.  (N.  J.)  360. 

'**  Runyou  v.  Bordine,  3  Greene  (N. 


J.),  472 ;  Scammon  «.  Chicago,  25  HI 
424. 

'1  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health,  87 
jST.  T.  661;  Wrexford  v.  People,  14 
Mich.  41;  Shrader,  Ex.  parte,  33  Cal. 
279;  Gregory  «.  R.  R.  Co.,  40  N.  T. 
273 ;  Dubois  v.  Augusta,  Dudley 
(Ga.)  30. 

1^  Mavor  v.  Ryan,  36  E.  D.  Smith  (N. 
T.),  368' ;  Yates  v.  Milwaukie,  12  Wis. 
673 ;  but  if  vested  rights  are  thereby 
affected,  compensation  must  be  made 
for  injuries.  Culbertson  v.  The  South- 
em  Belle,  1  Xewb.  Adm.  461 ;  Kenny  v. 
New  Orleans,  15  La.  657. 

'^  Hart  V.  Mayor,  etc.,  9  Wend  (N. 
Y.)  571 ;  People  v.  Albany,  11  id.  539. 

1*  Com.  V.  Rice,  9  Met.  (Mass.)  253 ; 
Shelton  v.  Mobile,  30  Ala.  540  ;  Wins- 
boro  V.  Smart,  11  Rich.  (Sc.)  551  ;  Dun- 
ham V.  Rochester,  5  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  463; 
Le  Claire  v.  Davenport,  13  Iowa,  210 ; 
Ash  V.  People,  11  Mich.  347;  Nightin- 
gales. Petitioner,  etc.,  11  Pick.  (Mass.) 
168;  Wortman  v.  Philadelphia,  33 
Penn.  St.  203  ;  Rochester  v.  Pottinger, 
17  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  365. 
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may  prevent  the  erection  of  private  hospitals/  may  prohibit 
exhibitions  of  an  immoral  or  indecent  character,"  or  the  exercise 
of  vocations  of  an  evil  tendency,*  and,  generally,  may  provide  in 
a  reasonable  manner,  for  the  proper  preservation  of  the  health, 
safety  and  convenience  of  its  citizens.  But  it  must  do  this  in  a 
reasonable  manner,  and  not  arbitrarily,  unreasonably,  or  in  a 
manner  that  bears  the  evident  taint  of  tyranny  or  oppression.* 
Its  ordinances  cannot  have  a  retrospective  effect,  but  can  only 
be  applied  to  matters  arising  after  their  passage,'  and  cannot 
create  a  civil  liability  in  favor  of  persons  injured  by  reason  of  the 
non-compliance  of  parties  therewith. 

Thus,  while  a    municipal  corporation    may  be   clothed  with 
authority  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice  upon  side- 


'  Milne  «.  Davidson,  5  Martin  (La.), 
410. 

"  Nolin  V.  Mayor,  4  Yerger  (Tenn.), 
163  ;  Studhorse  ;  Columbia  -y.  Duke,  2 
Strab.  (S.  C.)  530. 

^  Meyowam  v.  Com.,  2  Met.  (Ky.) 
3 ;  McAllister  v.  Clark,  33  Conn.  91 ; 
Shafer  ».  Munma,  17  Md.  331 ;  Child- 
ress «.  Mayor,  3  Sneed  (Tenn.),  163  ; 
Tanner  v.  Albion,  5  Hill  (N.  Y.),  121 ; 
ball  alley  held  a  nuisance  at  common 
law,  and  abatable  as  such  under  the 
village  by-law.  But  the  authority  of 
this  case  is  seriously  doubted,  and  is 
not  believed  to  be  entitled  to  weight  as 
an  authority  upon  this  point.  Updike 
V.  Campbell,  4  E.  D.  Smith  (N.  Y.),  570 ; 
State  V.  Hall,  32  N.  J.  158. 

*  It  may  prohibit  and  punish  fast 
driving  in  the  streets.  Com.  v.  Wor- 
cester, 3  Pick.  (Mass.)  462.  It  may  im- 
pose penalties  for  mutilating  or  de- 
stroying ornamental  trees  planted 
upon  public  grounds  or  streets.  State 
«.  Merrill,  37  Me.  329.  It  may  regu- 
late the  laying  out  of  cemeteries  and 
the  burial  of  the  dead  within  its  limits. 
Mayor  v.  Stack,  3  "Wheeler's  Cr.  Cas. 
(N.  Y.)  237  ;  Church  v.  Mayor  of  N.  Y., 
5  Cowen  (N.  Y.).  538 ;  Coates  d.  Mayor, 
7  id.  585  ;  Bogert  v.  Indianapolis,  13 
Ind.  134;  Austins.  Murray,  16  Pick. 
(Mass.)  121;  Musgrove  v.  Church,  10 
La.  An.  431  ;  and  may  regulate  the 
removal  of  bodies  interred  in  its  cem- 
eteries. Com.  v.  Goodrich,  13  Allen 
(Mass.),  546.  It  may  establish  fire 
limits  and  prevent  the  building  or  re- 
pairing of  wooden  buildings .     Brady 


V.  Ins.  Co.,  11  Mich.  425;  Forsyth  w. 
Mayor, 45  Ga.  152;  12  Am.  Rep.  570.  It 
may  prohibit  restaurants  and  drink- 
ing saloons  from  being  kept  open  after 
certain  hours.  State  v.  Freeman,  38 
N.  H.  426.  It  may  prevent  the  ped- 
dling of  meat,  game  or  poultry  about 
the  streets.  Slielton  v.  Mobile,  30 
Ala.  (U.  S.)  546.  It  may,  if  author- 
ized by  its  charter  to  regulate  the 
erection  of  buildings,  provide  by  ordi- 
nance for  a  license  fee .  therefor. 
Welch  V.  Hotchkiss,  37  Conn.  140.  But 
it  cannot,  by  ordinance,  impose  un- 
reasonable and  oppressive  burdens 
upon  its  citizens.  Clinton  v.  Phillips, 
58  111.  102  ;  11  Am.  Rep.  52 ;  Mayor  v. 
Winfield,  8  Humph.  (Tenn.)  767; 
Fisher  v.  Harrisburgh,  2  Grant's  C. 
(Penu.),  281  ;  Kip  v.  Patersou,  2 
Dutcher  (N.  J.),  289  ;  Com.  v.  Stiffe,  7 
Bush  (Ky.),  161 ;  In  City  of  St.  Charles 
V.  Nolle,  51  Mo.  122,  it  was  held  that 
an  ordinance  requiring  all  hacks,  drays, 
etc.,  to  be  licensed,  did  not  apply 
to  vehicles  used  in  hauling  goods 
into  and  out  of  the  city,  and  that  the 
legislature  could  not  confer  upon  the 
city  any  power  to  impose  a  license  fee 
upon  them.  But  see  Riddle  «  PTiila. 
R.  R.  Co.,1  Pitts.  (Penn.)  77,  where 
the  contrary  doctrine  is  held  in  cer- 
tain cases. 

*  Newlan  v.  Aurora,  14  111.  364 ; 
Howard  v.  Corporation  of  Savannah, 
Charlt.  (Ga.)  l73.  But  see  State  v. 
Johnson,  17  Ark.  407,  as  to  the  effect 
of  an  ordinance  establishing  a  tribunal 
to  try  contested  election  cases. 
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walks  in  front  of  premises,  by  the  owner  thereof,  and  may  possess 
the  power  to  impose  fines  for  such  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
owner  or  occupant,  yet  this  does  not  confer  upon  it  the  power  to 
impose  a  civil  liability  upon  such  owner  or  occupant,  in  favor  of 
any  person  injured  thereby,  when  no  such  liability  exists  by  law.' 

Sec.  742.  While  a  municipal  corporation  may  provideby  ordi- 
nance for  the  prevention  and  removal  of,  yet  it  cannot  license  a 


>  lu  Kirby  v.  Boylston  Market  Ass., 
14  Gray  (Mass.),  tlie  city  of  Boston 
passed  an  ordinance  making  it  the 
duty  of  every  owner  and  occupant  of 
projjerty  upon  the  line  of  public 
streets,  to  remove  the  snow  and  ice 
from  the  walks  in  front  of  their  prem- 
ises, before  ten  o'clock  each  day.  The 
defendants  neglected  to  comply  with 
the  ordinance,  and  the  plaintiff  in  pass- 
ing the  defendant's  premises,  slipped 
upon  the  ice  and  fell,  receiving  severe 
injuries  therefrom.  The  court  held 
that  no  liability  existed  against  the 
defendants ;  that  the  by-law  created 
no  civil  liability  on  the  part  of  the 
property  owners,  and  that  the  only 
penalty  incident  to  its  breach  was  that 
provided  by  the  by-law  itself. 

In  Van  Dyke  v.  Cincinnati  and 
Harbeson,  1  Disney  (Superior  Ct., 
Ohio),  5o2,  the  city  of  Cincinnati  pro- 
vided by  an  ordinance  that  the  own- 
ers of  property  upon  its  streets  should, 
before  the  hour  of  ten  o'clock  each 
day,  remove  the  snow  and  ice  from 
the  sidewalks  in  front  of  their  prop- 
erty, and  imposing  a  penalty  of  five 
dollars  for  a  failure  to  perform  such 
duty.  The  plaintiff,  in  passing  the 
premises  of  the  defendant,  Harbeson, 
at  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  December  27th,  1856,  slipped  upon 
the  ice  and  received  severe  injuries. 
He  brought  an  action  therefor,  against 
the  city  and  Harbeson,  jointly.  In 
disposing  of  the  question  as  to  Harbe- 
son's  liability,  Spencer,  J.,  said:  "As 
the  owner  of  the  adjacent  property, 
there  .was  no  common-law  duty  upon 
the  defendant,  Harbeson,  to  remove 
this  obstruction.  It  is  not  claimed 
that  he  is  a  public  officer  charged  with 
the  performance  of  this  particular 
duty,  and  no  statutory  liability  is 
shown.  *  *  *  So  far  as  it  is  claimed 
that  the  enactment  of  such  an  or- 
dinance creates  a  positive  duty,  on  the 
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part  of  owners  of  property,  to  clear 
their  sidewalks  of  the  obstructions 
named,  the  neglect  of  which  is  to  make 
them  answerable  for  the  consequences 
to  such  as  may  suffer  therefrom,  no 
matter  to  what  extent,  we  deny  that 
the  city  council  has  the  power  to  impose 
any  such  obligation.  *  *  The  ordi- 
nance imposed  upon  Harbeson  a  duty 
to  the  public  alone,  which  can  only  be 
enforced  by  the  penalty  prescribed, 
a7ul  the  non-compliance  of  which  does 
not  subject  him  to  a  civil  action,  at  the 
suit  of  a  private  perfton." 

In  the  case  of  Adm'r  of  Chambers  v. 
The  Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Ins.  Co.,  1 
Disney  (Ohio  Sup.  Ct.),  327,  a  question 
as  to  the  power  of  a  municipal  corpo- 
ration to  create  a  civil  liability  on  the 
part  of  property  owners  was  consid- 
ered. In  that  case,  the  defendants  in 
the  erection  of  their  banking  building 
upon  a  public  street  in  Cincinnati, 
erected  the  cornice  so  that  it  slightly 
projected  over  the  line  of  the  street, 
and  being  insecurely  fastened,  it 
fell,  and  falling  upon  the  plain- 
tiff's intestate,  instantly  killing  him. 
Among  other  grounds  of  recovery, 
it  was  insisted  by  the  plaintiff  that  a 
recovery  could  be  had  because  the 
building  was  erected  in  violation  of 
the  provisions  of  an  ordinance  of  the 
city.  Gholson,  J.,  in  commenting 
upon  this  branch  of  the  case,  said : 
"  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that,  as  to  any 
liability  in  a  civil  action,  these  ordi- 
nances have  no  controlling  application. 
The  city  has  no  authority  by  ordinance 
to  license  a  nuisance  so  as  to  protect  a 
party,  from  liability  for  it  in  a  civil 
action,  nor  to  subject  a  party  to  liability 
in  a  civil  action  for  an  act,  where,  but 
for  the  ordinance,  no  liability  would 
exist.  No  such  authority  is  conferred 
upon  the  municipal  authority  of  a  city. 
It  belongs  to  the  general  legislation  of 
the  State." 


778 


MUNICIPAL   CORPORATIONS. 


nuisance,'  nor  can  it  maintain  a  nuisance  upon  city  property,  but 
is  subject  to  the  same  liabilities  and  remedies  therefor  at  the  suit 
of  persons  injured,  or  in  behalf  of  the  public,  as  an  individual 
would  be.''  Neither  does  the  fact  that  a  certain  use  of  property 
is  declared  a  nuisance  by  a  city  ordinance,  although  subjecting  the 
person  erecting  it  to  the  penalties  provided  in  the  ordinance, 
necessarily  make  the  person  who  uses  his  property  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  liable  to  third  persons  for  injuries 
sustained  therefrom.  The  ordinance  has  no  effect  to  create  a 
civil  liability  on  the  part  of  the  owner  of  the  property,  and  no 
liability  exists  to  third  persons,  unless  it  exists  at  common  law  or 
by  statute.'    It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  a  municipal  corpo- 


'  Pfau  V.  Reynolds,  53  111.  213  ;  Adm'r 
of  Chambers  v.  Ins.  Co.,  1  Disney  (Ohio), 
336  ;  opinion  by  GtHOLSON,  J.  In  Ryan 
V.  Capes,  11  Rich.  (S.  C.)  217,  a  cotton 
press  was  held  a  nuisance,  although 
established  under  a  license  from  the 
city,  and  the  license  was  held  to  be  no 
protection.  State  v.  Gsts-light  Co.,  18 
Ohio  St.  262 ;  Hume  v.  New  York,  47 
N.  Y.  639  ;  Seaman  v.  New  York,  3 
Daly  (N.  Y.),  147 ;  Morey  v.  Troy,  61 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  580. 

^  In  Brower  v.  The  Mayor  of  New 
York,  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.)  255,  the  city 
was  restrained  from  permitting  a  por- 
tion of  its  premises  on  the  East  river 
from  being  used  as  an  emigrant  depot. 

In  St.  John  -y.  The  Mayor  of  N.  Y.,  3 
Bos.  (N.  Y.)  483,  it  was  held  that  the  city 
was  liable  for  a  nuisance  in  using  a  part 
of  a  public  street  for  the  erection  of 
sheds  for  occupation  as  market  places. 
But  the  city  is  not  liable  for  a  nuisance 
upon  its  property,  when  the  nuisance 
arises  while  the  property  is  in  the  ex- 
clusive possession  and  control  of  the 
board  of  education,  and  is  wholly  con- 
trolled by  that  board.  Terry  v.  The 
Mayor  of  N.  Y.,  8  Bos.  (N.  Y.)  504. 

In  Leavenworth  v.  Carey,  McCahon 
(Kansas),  124,  the  city  was  held  liable 
for  injuries  resulting  from  a  sewer  im- 
properly constructed,  so  that  water  es- 
caped therefrom  into  the  respondent's 
cellar.  But  it  seems  that  liability  does 
not  exist  unless  the  work  is  unskill- 
f  ully  executed  either  in  its  mechanism 
CI  capacity.  Indianapolis  v.  Haffer,  30 
ltd.  235.  But  a  city  cannot  escape  lia- 
bility for  an  injury  resulting  to  one 
from  a  defect  in  its  streets,  even 
though  the  defect  arose  from  the  con- 


struction of  a  public  work,  as  a  sewer, 
and  although  the  defect  arose  from  the 
fault  of  a  contractor.  Springfield  v.  St. 
Clair,  49  Me.  476. 

In  Reinhardt  v.  New  York,  2  Daly  (N. 
Y.  C.  P.),  243,  it  was  held  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  city  to  keep  its  streets  at  all 
times  in  a  safe  condition,  and  that  it 
is  liable  for  injuries  to  persons  law- 
fully using  the  streets,  resulting  from 
defective  coal  plates  or  gratings,  and 
that  notice  of  the  defect  need  not  be 
proved,  as  it  will  be  presumed.  It  is 
no  defense  in  an  action  for  injuries 
resulting  from  defective  areas,  to 
show  that  such  areas  exist  in  other 
places,  and  are  common  in  the  city. 
Temperance  Hall  Association  v.  Wiles, 
33  N.  J.  260  ;  Parker  v.  Macon,  39  Ga. 
725  ;  Champaign  v.  Patterson,  50  111. 
61 ;  Oliver  ■».  Worcester,  102  Mass.  487; 
Rowell  V.  Williams,  29  Iowa,  210  ;  Chi- 
cago V.  Johnson,  53  111.  91  ;  Chicago  v. 
Langlass,  52  id.  256 ;  Covington  v.  Bry- 
ant, 7  Bush  (Ky.),  249 ;  Winporny  «. 
Philadelphia,  65  Penn.  St.  165.  But 
where  the  nuisance  results  from  the 
act  of  an  individual  the  city  may  have 
a  remedy  over  for  all  damages.  Swerin 
V.  Eddy,  52  111.  189 ;  Chicago  v.  Rob- 
bins,  2  Black  (U.  S.),  164.  The  same 
liability  attaches  against  a  city  for  a 
nuisance  created  by  it  or  upon  its  prop- 
erty, as  to  an  individual,  and  it  has  no 
more  right  to  maintain  a  nuisance  than 
an  individual  would  have.  Harper  v. 
Milwaukee,  30  Wis.  365 ;  Dorman  v. 
Jacksonville,  13  Fla.  538 ;  Donahue  v. 
New  York,  4  Daly  (N.  Y.  C.  P.),  65. 

*  Gholson,  J.,  in  Adm'r  of  Cham- 
bers V.  Ohio  Trust  &  Ins.  Co.,  1  Disney 
(Ohio),  336. 
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ration,  clothed  with  express  power  by  legislative  enactment,  to 
license  slaughter-houses  and  other  noxious  trades  to  be  carried  on 
within  its  corporate  limits,  can  grant  a  license,  which  operates  as 
a  protection  against  liability  for  damages,  to  an  individual  to 
carry  on  such  business,  so  as  to  operate  as  an  actual  nuisance  to 
individuals  owning  property  within  the  sphere  of  its  influence. 
Any  trade,  the  exercise  of  which  operates  as  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  others,  whether  by  sending  over  the  premises  of  others 
a  stream  of  polluted  air,  or  otherwise  takes  the  property  of  others 
to  the  extent  of  the  injury  and  damage  inflicted,  and  even  the 
legislature  is  powerless  to  give  such  authority,  without  providing 
for  full  compensation.  A  license  thus  given  will  operate  as  full 
protection  against  indictment  or  suits  in  behalf  of  the  public,  or 
of  tenants  in  possession  of  property  affected  thereby,  but  not 
against  actions  brought  by  the  owners  of  estates  actually  injured 
by  the  nuisance.' 

Sec.  743.  A  municipal  corporation  is  liable  to  indictment  for  a 
public  nuisance  maintained  by  it,  and  is  also  liable  for  damages 
at  the  suit  of  an  individual  who  sustains  special  damages  there- 
from.^ But  in  order  to  uphold  a  private  action  the  injury  result- 
ing from  the  nuisance  must  be  special  and  particular,  and  not 
such  as  is  sustained  by  all  the  public  in  common.'  If  it  allows 
its  streets  to  remain  out  of  repair,*  or  if  it  neglects  to  abate 
nuisances  injurious  to  the  health  of  its  citizens,  which  it  has  the 
power  to  remove,*  or  if  it  permits  any  public  nuisance  to  exist 
upon  its  property,'  it  may  be  indicted  and  punished  the  same  as 
an  individual.'  As  to  what  state  of  non-repair  in  streets  will  up- 
hold an  indictment,  is  necessarily  a  question  of  fact,  and  depends 
upon  the  circumstances  of  each  case.     It  is  proper  to  consider 

'  See    chapter    on    Legalized    Nui-  176 ;    Davis  «.    Bangor,   43   Me.   522 ; 

sances.  Phillips   v.   Com.,   44   Penn.    St.  197  ; 

"^  Brewer  «.  Mayor  of  New  York,  3  State  v.  Hudson  County,  1  Vroom.  (N. 

Barb.  (N.  Y.)  2521  ;  Hunt  v.  The  Mayor  J.)  137  ;  Cambridge  «.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Met. 

of  Albany,  9  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  571 ;  The  (Mass.)  70. 

People  V.  Albany,   11   Wend.  (N.  Y.)  *  Baker  v.  Boston,  12  Hick.  (Mass.) 

589  ;  Baker  v.  Boston,  12  Hick.  (Mass.)  184. 

184  ;  Thayer  v.  Boston,  19  Pick.  (Mass.)  «  St.  John  v.  The  Mayor,  3  Bos.  (N. 

291.  Y.)  483. 

'  Doolittle  v.  Supervisors,  18  N.  Y.  '  Administrator  v.  Insurance  Co.,  1 

155.  Dis.  (Ohio),  336  ;  Harper  v.  Milwaukie 

■•States. Shelby ville,4Sneed.(Tenn.)  30  Wis.  365. 
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how  the  defects  arose,  the  ability  of  the  city  to  repair,  the  loca- 
tion of  the  street,  the  length  of  time  the  defects  have  existed,  and 
all  the  circumstances  tending  to  charge  or  excuse  the  city  for  its 
neglect,* 


Sec.  744.  When  a  municipal  corporation  has  ample  power  to 
remove  a  nuisance  that  is  injurious  to  the  health,  endangers  the 
safety,  or  impairs  the  convenience  of  its  citizens,  or,  when  in  the 
prosecution  of  a  public  work  it  creates  a  nuisance,  it  is  liable  for 
all  the  injuries  that  result  from  a  failure  on  its  part  to  properly 
exercise  the  power  possessed  by  it,  and  for  the  injuries  resulting 


from  its'  wrongful  acts.* 

'  Hart  V.  The  Mayor,  ante  ;  People  v. 
Albany,  ante. 

^  In  Thurston  v.  The  City  of  St.  Jo- 
seph, 51  Mo.  510  ;  11  Am.  Rep.  463,  it 
was  held  that  a  city  was  liable,  irre- 
spective of  the  question  of  negligence, 
for  the  flooding  of  premises  resulting 
from  the  building  a  sewer  by  it  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  plaintifi"''s  premises. 
That  such  injuries  amounted  to  a  tak- 
ing of  property  within  the  constitu- 
tional provision. 

In  Wilson  v.  The  City  of  New  Bed- 
ford, 108  Mass.  261,  the  city  was  held 
liable  for  injuries  resulting  to  the 
plaintiif  from  water  percolating 
through  his  soil  into  his  barn  and  cel- 
lar, from  a  reservoir  erected  by  the 
city  to  obtain  a  supply  of  water,  no 
negligence  was  imputed  or  shown. 
The  court  placed  the  liability  of  the 
city  upon  the  same  ground  with  that 
of  an  individual  doing  a  similar  act. 
The  injury  having  resulted  from  the 
raising  of  the  water  by  artificial  means 
which  pressed  the  water  through  the 
soil,  the  reservoir,  as  to  the  plaintiff, 
was  a  nuisance  and  the  city  was  liable 
for  all  the  natural  and  probable  conse- 
quences resulting  from  its  erection. 

Phinzey  v.  Augusta,  47  Ga.  263  ;  Sa- 
vannah V.  Cullens,  38  id.  834;  New 
York  V.  Furze,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.).  614 ;  Ba- 
con V.  Boston,  3  Gush.  (Mass.)  179;  Ray- 
mond V.  Lowell,  6  id.  539 ;  Kelsey  «. 
Glover,  15  Vt.  715 ;  Chamberlain  v. 
Enfield,  43  N.  H.  356  ;  Bailey  v.  New 
York,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.),  531 ;  Brown  v. 
New  York,  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  254;  Buffalo 
&  Hamburgh  T.  Co.  «.  Buffalo,  1  N.  Y. 
S.  C.  537  ;  Pittsburgh  v.  Grier,  21  Penn. 


St.  51;  Com'rs  w.Wood,  10  Barr  (Penn.), 
93. 

In  Gilmartin  v.  Philadelphia,  71 
Penn.  St.  140,  the  city  was  held  charge- 
able for  inj  uries  resulting  from  a  nui- 
sance created  by  it  by  drawing  off  the 
water  of  a  navigable  stream  during  a 
dry  season  for  the  use  of  the  city.  In 
this  case  the  right  of  the  city  to  use 
the  water  of  a  navigable  stream  for 
primary  purposes  was  fully  recognized 
but  the  court  held  that  the  right  ended 
with  the  supply  for  that  use,  and  that 
as  by  much  the  greater  proportion  of 
the  water  taken  was  for  the  supply  of 
motive  power,  the  cleaning  of  the 
streets,  etc.,  it  was  held  liable  for  the 
damages  resulting  to  those  specially 
injured  thereby. 

In  Parker  «.  Macon,  39  Ga.  725, 
which  is  a  well-considered  case  and 
one  that  must  necessarily  be  regarded 
as  a  leading  case  upon  the  liability  of 
cities  for  damages  resulting  from  a 
failure  on  its  part  to  remove  nuisances 
which  it  has  full  power  to  remove,  it 
was  held  that  a  city  is  liable  for  in- 
juries resulting  from  a  failure  on  its 
part  to  keep  its  streets,  lanes  and  walks 
free  from  obstructions,  such  as  steps, 
fences,  posts  or  other  nuisances  exist 
ing  therem  or  dilapidated  walls  along 
the  street  in  such  a  state  of  decay  as 
to  endanger  the  safety  of  persons  pas- 
sing along  the  street.  And  that  the 
fact  that  these  nuisances  are  upon  pri- 
vate property,  is  no  excuse  for  its  fail- 
ure to  remove  them  or  defense  against 
an  action  for  injuries  resulting  from 
its  neglect. 

Hyde  v.  County    of    Middlesex,    2 
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Sec.  745.  There  is  a  wide  distinction  between  the  liabilities  of 
a  municipal  corporation  for  acts  done  exclusively  for  a  public  pur- 
pose, and  in  furtherance  of  the  public  interests  and  convenience, 
and  those  done  for  its  own  private  purposes  or  advantage.  This 
distinction  has  nowhere  been  more  forcibly  stated,  than  by 
Nelson,  J.,  in  Bailey  v,  New  Yo'rk,  3  Hill  (X.  Y.),  531,  where 
the  learned  judge  showed  the  distinction  between  the  public  and 
the  private  action  of  a  city  government.  "When  the  city  is  doing 
an  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  in  the  improvement  of  its 
streets,  in  the  erection  of  public  works  which  operate  as  a  public 
benefit,  in  the  improvement  of  navigable  streams,  in  improving 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city,  it  is  only  liable  for  the  negli- 
gent or  careless  execution  of  its  duty;  but,  when  the  work  is 
private,  or  for  its  own  private  advantage  or  emolument,  it  is 
liable  for  all  damages  resulting  therefrom,  irrespective  of  the 
question  of  negligence,  precisely  as  an  individual  would  be.' 


CHAPTER  TWEXTY-THIRD. 

LEGALIZED    NTTSANCES. 

Sec.  746.  What  acts  are  excused  by  legislative  grants. 

747.-  Obligations  resting  upon  public  compauies  in  the  discharge  oi  their 
powers. 

748.  Same  continued. 

749.  Authority  to  erect  bridges  over  navigable  streams. 

750.  Exemption  from  indictment  for  public  nuisances. 

751.  Liable  to  indictment  in  certain  cases. 

752.  Power  of  tbe  legislature. 

Gray   (Mass.),  267  ;  Tiustees  c.  Gibbs,  York  had  no  authority  to  obstruct  any 

11   H.  L.  Cas.  687;  Thayer  i\  Boston,  part  of  a  public  street  by  making  erec- 

19   Pick.   (Ma&s.)   511  ;  Oliver  v.  Wor-  tions  thereon,  as  in  this  case,  of  sheds 

cester,  102  Mass.  490.  .  for  market  places  any  more   than  an 

In  Eastman   p.  3Ieredith,   36  X.  H.  individual,  and  was  liable   for  all  the 

284,  the  liability  of  towns  and  muni-  damages  resulting  from  the  nuisance, 
cipal   corporations  generally,   are    put         ^  Oliver  v.  Worcester,  102  Mass.  489  ; 

upon  the  same  ground  and  the  same  Thayer  v.  Boston,  19  Pick.  (Mass.)  511 

footing  as  that  of  individuals   in  the  Anthony  v.  Adams,  1  Met.  (Mass.)  284 ; 

use  and  control  of  the  same  propertv.  Pittsburgh  r.  Grier,  22   Penn.  St.   54 ; 

In  St.  John  v.  The  Mayor,  3  Bos.  (X.  Eastman  v.  Meredith,  36    X.  H.  296  ; 

Y.),  it  was  held  that  the'  city   of  New  Trustees  v.  Gibbs,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  687. 
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Sec.  753.  Legislative  grants  do  not  exempt  company  from  liability  for  private 
damages  in  certain  cases. 

754.  Implied  condition,  tliat  the  work  sliall  be  properly  exercised, 

755.  What  is  a  taking  of  property. 

756.  Power  of  Parliament,  in  England,  omnipotent. 

757.  ^o  remedy  can  be  had  for  injuries  purely  consequential,  etc. 


Sec.  746.  The  question  as  to  how  far  legislative  authority  to 
do  an  act,  which  otherwise  would  be  a  nuisance,  operates  to.  shield 
those  to  whom  the  authority  is  given,  from  liability  for  damages 
sustained  by  others  therefrom,  is  one  of  great  importance,  and 
one  which  has  often  engaged  the  attention  of  courts,  and  which 
is  now  far  from  being  definitely  settled. 

It  may,  however,  be  stated,  that  a  person  or  corporation  author- 
ized by  law  to  do  a  particular  thing,  as  to  build  a  railroad,'  a 
turnpike,'  a  bridge  across  a  navigable  stream,'  or  to  carry  on  a 
particular  class  of  business,  or  for  the  manufacture  of  gas  to  sup- 
ply the  people  of  .a  town  or  city  therewith,*  so  long  as  they 
keep  within  the  scope  of  the  power  granted,  are  completely  pro- 
tected from  indictment  and  punishment  for  a  public  nuisance, 
and  from  proceedings  either  at  law  or  in  equity  in  behalf  of  the 
public  therefor.^  But  this  is  subject  to  this  qualification,  that 
the  nuisance  arises  as  a  natural  and  probable  result  of  the  act 
authorized,  so  that  it  may  fairly  be  said  to  be  covered  in  legal 
contemplation  by  the  legislature  conferring  the  power.*     If  the 


'  Rex  v.  Pease,  4  B.  &  A.  30  ;  Res  v. 

Morris,  1  id.  441. 

^  State  ■».  Williamstown  Turnpike 
Co.,  4  Zab.  (N.  J.)  247;  State  «.  Clarks- 
ville  R.  &  T.  Co.,  2  Sandf.  (Tenn.)  88  ; 
Com.  V.  Hancock  Free  Bridge,  2  G-ray, 
(Mass.)  58 ;  State  v.  Scott,  2  Swan. 
(Tenn.)  332 ,  Beckett  v.  Upton,  33  Eng. 
L.  &  Eq.  108. 

^  Jolly  V.  Terre  Haute  Draw-bridge 
Co.,  6  McLean  (U.S.),  237;  Attorney- 
General  v.  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.,  1 
Stark.  (N.J.)  526  ;  State  v.  Parrott,  71 
N.  C.  311. 

*  People  V.  Gas-light  Co.,  64  Barb. 
(N.  Y.)  55  ;  Broadbent  v.  Imperial  Gas 
Co.,  7  H.  L.  605  ;  Carhart  «.  Auburn 
Gas-light  Co.,  22  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  297. 

*  People  V.  Law,  34  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 
294:  People  v.  N.  Y.  Gas-light  Co., 
64  id.  55;  Carhart  v.  Auburn  Gas- 
light Co..  22  id.  297  ;    People  v.  Piatt, 


17  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  195  ;  Davis  v.  Mayor, 
14  N.  Y.  506  ;  Com.  <v.  Reed,  34  Penn. 
St.  275 ;  Harris  ».  Thompson.  9  Barb, 
(N.  Y.)  350  ;  Rex  v.  Pease,  4  Brad.  30, 

*  In  Attornev-General  v.  Bradford 
Navigation  Co.'  6  B.  &  S.  631,  the  de- 
fendants were  authorized  to  construct 
and  maintain  a  canal  which  they  nro- 
ceeded  to  do  in  1774.  In  1802  they 
erected  a  dam  across  a  stream  called 
Bradford  Beck  and  made  a  reservoir 
of  stone  at  the  head  of  the  canal  into 
which  the  water  was  and  held  in 
reserve  to  supply  the  canal  when  the 
water  therein  was  low.  The  water 
thus  turned  into  the  canal  was  im- 
pregnated with  sewage  and  by  stand- 
ing in  the  canal  emitted  noxious  and 
unwholesome  odors  to  the  nuisance  of 
those  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  canal. 
This  action  was  brought  to  restrain 
the   company   from  turning  into  this 
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nuisance  is  not  the  necessary  result  of  the  act  or  work  authorized, 
or  if  it  might  be  exercised  in  such  a  way  as  to  obviate  the  nui- 
sance, legislative  authority  will  not  be  inferred  from  the  grant  to 
create  the  nuisance,  and  will  not  operate  as  a  protection  or  excuse 
therefor  either  against  an  indictment  or  a  suit  in  behalf  of  the 
public  at  law  or  in  equity  to  abate  the  nuisance.*  Hence  it  is  only 
when  the  nuisance  is  a  necessary  and  p7'dhable  result  of  the  act 
done  in  pursuance  of  legislative  authority  that  the  grant  operates 
as  a  protection  against  indictment  or  suit  therefor.  Otherwise  it 
cannot  be  said  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the  grant,  and 
therefore  is  not  authorized  by  it.* 


canal   any  further   sewage    or    other 
matter  calculated  to  create  a  nuisance. 
The  defendants  admitted  that  the  nui- 
sance existed  but  insisted  that  as  they 
had   the   right   to    use   the    water    of 
Bradford  Beck  for  the  purposes  of  their 
canal,    and    that,   as     they     did     not 
pollute   the   water  of  the   stream   or 
impregnate     it     with     sewsfge,     they 
could  not  be  made  answerable  for  the 
nuisance  resulting   from   its    use.     It 
appeared    that   when    the    canal    was 
built,  and   down  to   within   three   or 
four  years  before  the  commencement 
of  the  action  the  water   of   Bradford 
Beck  had  been  pure,  and  that  the  im- 
piirity    arose   from    leading    into   the 
Beck   the  sewage  from   the   town   of 
Bradford,  which,  within  a  few  years, 
had  largely  increased  in  population,  so 
that,  although  the  water  was  impure, 
no -deposit  of  an  offensive  kind  took 
place.     The    water  in  the   canal  was 
Btaguant,  and  there  was  no  current  or 
flow  of  water,  and  the  sewage  was  de- 
posited  in    the  canal,   so   that    when 
boats  passed  through  it  it  emitted  very 
offensive  smells  and  gases.     The  court 
held  that  although  the  company  wag 
authorized  by  parliament  to  construct 
the  canal,  and  feed  it  with  the  water 
from   Bradford  Beck,  yet,  as   at  that 
time  the  water  was  clear  and  pure,  it 
could  not  be  held  as  having  been  con- 
templated    by    parlianient    that    the 
water  would  become  so  in)pure  as  to 
make  its  use  in  the  canal  a  public  nui- 
sance, and  the  use  of  the  water  was 
enjoined,  as  well  as  a  use  of  the  canal 
in  any  way  so  as  to  create  a   public 
nuisance  by  reason  of  noxi'ous  smells 
emitted   from  the  w;iter  used  therein. 
'  Attorney -General    v.   Metropolitan 


Board  of  Work,  1  H.  &  M.  320;  Clark 
■B.  R.  R.  Co.,  36  Mo.  292,  in  which  it  was 
held  that  an  action  would  not  lie  for 
damages  arising  from  the  overflow  of 
land  occasioned  by  the  proper  con- 
struction of  their  road-bed.  But  this 
applies  only  to  injuries  sustained  by 
one  whose  land  is  taken  and  whose 
damages  have  been  assessed.  Attor- 
ney-General V.  Birmingham,  4  K.  &  J. 
523  ;  Imperial  Gas  Co.  v.  Broadbent, 
7  H.  L.  Cas.  605;  Staiuton  v.  Wool- 
rych,  23  Beavau,  225  ;  Hutton  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  7  Ha.  259 ;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Archer,  6 
Paige  (N.  Y.),  83  ;  Sandford  ®.  R.  R. 
Co.,  24  Penn.  St.  378,  while  companies 
acting  under  legislative  power  are  the 
best  judges  of  the  manner  in  which 
their  works  are  to  be  constructed,  yet, 
if  they  are  proceeding  to  execute  them 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  unnecessary 
damage,  or  inflict  unnecessary  injury, 
thev  are  liable  therefor.  London,  etc., 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Canal  Co.,  1  Ra.  Cas.  225  ; 
Coates  V.  Clarence  R.  R.  Co.,  1  R.  &  M. 
181 ;  Rex  v.  East  and  West  India  Docks 
R.  R.  Co.,  2  Ra.  Cas.  380. 

*  Attorney-General  v.  Bradford  Navi- 
gation Co.,  6  B.  &  S.  631;  People  v. 
Gas-light  Co.,  64  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  55.  In 
Clark  V.  Mayor  of  Syracuse,  13  Barb. 
(N.  Y.)  32,  the  legislature  declared  a 
stream  navigable,  and  afterward 
authorized  the  plaintifi  to  erect  a  dam 
upon  it.  It  was  held  by  the  court  that 
this  authority  only  protected  the  plain- 
tiff from  the  consequences  of  the  nui- 
sance to  navigation,  and  was  no  pro- 
tection for  nuisances  occasioned  by  the 
dam  in  other  respects. 

In  Richardson  v.  Vermont  Central  R. 
R.  Co.,  25  Vt.  465,  it  was  held  that 
where  the  defendant  in  the   erection 
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Sec.  747.  So,  too,  where  a  person  or  corporation  is  vested 
with  authority  by  the  legislature  to  do  an  act  which,  unless  care- 
fully and  skillfully  done,  will  operate  injuriously  to  the  public 
or  to  individuals,  they  are  bound  to  execute  the  power  in  good 
faith,  and  to  exercise  the  highest  degree  of  care  to  prevent 
injurious  results,  and  it  is  only  against  those  acts  which,  in  the 
exercise  of  such  care  and  skill,  operate  injuriously,  that  their 
grant  operates  as  an  excuse  or  defense.  If  negligence  can  in 
any  measure  be  predicated  of  their  acts,  they  are  liable  for  all 
the  consequences  civilly  and  criminally,  resulting  therefrom. 
The  rule  is,  that  where  a  corporation  or  an  individual  are  author- 
ized to  do  an  act,  which  is  in  derogation  of  private  rights,  they 
are  bound  to  exercise  the  power  given,  with  moderation  and  dis- 
cretion, and  not  negligently.  Thus,  where  a  railroad  company 
were  authorized  to  make  excavations  for  their  road-bed,  it  was 
held  that  they  were  bound  to  make  them  with  reasonable  regard 
to  the  rights  of  adjoining  owners,  and  when  they  were  proceed- 
ing with  the  work  without  taking  sufficient  precaution  to  secure 
the  safety  of  an  adjoining  house,  they  were  restrained  from  pro- 
ceeding until  such  precautions  were  properly  provided  for,  and 
an  inquiry  as  to  damages  was  granted.'  When  the  company  can 
exercise  its  rights  in  a  way  that  will  not  be  productive  of  injury 
to  private  rights,  it  is  bound  so  to  exercise  it,  and  a  court  of 
equity  will  always  interfere  to  prevent  their  exercise  in  a  vexa- 
tious or  careless  way.^  If  there  are  two  modes  in  which  the  work 
can  be  done,  one   of    which   would  create  a  nuisance,  and   the 


of  its  railroad  made  an  excavation 
upon  its  own  land  so  near  to  the  plain- 
tiff's land  adjoining  that  his  land  slid 
into  the  excavation,  the  defendants 
were  liable  for  the  injury.  In  this 
case  no  part  of  the  plaintiff's  premises 
were  taken  by  the  defendants  for  the 
purposes  of  their  road,  and  the  liabil- 
ity of  the  defendants,  for  injuries  re- 
sulting to  the  plaintiff,  was  placed 
upon  the  same  ground  as  though  they 
had  been  occasioned  by  an  individual 
owning  the  adjoining  tract.  Bennett, 
J.,  in  a  very  able  opinion,  which  occu- 
pies the  position  of  a  leading  opinion 
upon  questions  of  this  character,  said  : 
"  There  is  no  pretense  that  the  railroad 


company,  in  digging  the  excavation  on 
their  own  land,  were  in  the  wrong  ; 
neither  in  so  doing  did  they  remove 
any  of  the  plaintiff's  soil  directly,  but 
the  slide  was  a  consequence  of  it.  *  *  * 
They  cannot  justify  the  removal  of  the 
plaintiff's  soil  from  any  powers  at- 
tempted to  be  conferred  upon  them, 
either  by  their  charter  or  the  general 
railroad  law." 

'  Biscoe  v.  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Co.,  10  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca.  640. 

^  Rickett  V.  Metropolitan  Railway,  3 
H.  L.  175. 

»  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Canal  Co.,  1  Ra.  Ca. 
225. 
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other  not,  tliev  are   bound   to   choose   the  method   which    will 
obviate  the  nuisance/ 


Sec.  T-iS.  Thus  it  is  held  that  autliority  given  to  construct  a 
railroad,  and  to  operate  it  by  steam,  does  not  operate  as  an  author- 
ity to  use  engines  tliereon    that  are  defectively  constructed,  so  as 


'  In  Matthews  v.  West  London 
Water  Works  Co.,  3  Camp.  402,  the 
defendants  were  authorized  to  make 
excavations  in  the  street  to  lay  their 
water  pipes.  In  doing  so  they  threw 
up  rubbish  without  properly  guarding 
the  same,  whereby  a  stage  coach,  which 
the  plaintiff  was  driving,  was  over- 
turned and  injured,  and  he,  plaintiff, 
severely  injured.  Lord  Ellenborotjgh 
held  tiiat  the  company  was  clearly 
liable,  even  though  the  work  was  done 
by  a  contractor. 

In  Waterman  v.  Conn.  &  Pass  River 
R.  R.  Co.,  30  Vt.  610,  damages  were 
allowed  for  injuries  from  surface 
water,  through  the  unskillful  manner 
in  which  the  road  was  constructed. 
But  see  Henry  v.  Vt.  Central  R.  R. 
Co.,  30  id.  638,  where  injury  to  land 
resulting  from  change  in  the  course 
of  a  river  by  a  railroad  company  in 
necessary  erection  of  their  road,  was 
held  not  recoverable,  though  such 
erections  were  unskillfully  made. 
Robinson  v.  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  27 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  512. 

It  must  lay  its  track  skillfully  in  a 
public  street,  and  is  liable  for  injuries 
resulting  from  unskill fulness  in  that 
respect.  Wooster  v.  Forty -second  Street 
R.  R.  Co..  50  N.  Y  203. 

It  must  not  let  down  the  lands  of 
an  adjoining  owner  whether  by  skill- 
ful or  unskillful  prosecution  of  its 
work.  Richardson  v.  Vt.  Central  R.  R. 
Co.,  25  Vt.- 

Authority  to  erect  a  bridge  over  a 
navigable  stream,  if  the  navigation 
is  not  impeded,  does  not  authorize  it 
even  temporarily  to  obstruct  it  while 
erecting  the  bridge.  Memphis  &  Ohio 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hicks,  5  Sneed  (Tenn.),  437. 
In  Lawrence  v.  Great  Northern  R. 
R.  Co.,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  265.  held 
liable  for  not  providing  proper  flood- 
gates for  escape  of  water,  which  by 
erection  of  its  road-bed  were  prevented 
from  spreading  as  formerly,  even 
though  the  act  did  not  provide  for 
their  being  made. 
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In  the  Freehold  General  Investment 
Co.  V.  The  Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co., 
Weekly  Notes,  1866,  p.  66,  the  defend- 
ants in  the  construction  of  their  road 
were  building  tunnels  under  valuable 
houses,  and  among  the  rest,  under  the 
plaiutiflTs  house.  Upon  a  bill  for  an 
inj  unction  to  restrain  them  from  pro- 
ceeding until  they  had  provided  proper 
means  for  securing  the  house  from 
further  injury  —  the  walls  having  al- 
ready begun  to  crack  —  the  Vice  Chan- 
cellor in  disposing  of  the  question 
said :  "  The  Legislature  has  given 
power  to  the  defendants  to  make  their 
works  by  means  of  a  tunnel,  close  to 
and  through  the  midst  of  valuable 
houses,  and  must  have  foreseen  that 
some  damage  would  be  done.  *  * 
But  the  company  are  not  only  bound 
to  make  compensation  for  the  damage 
sustained,  but  are  bound  to  prosecute 
the  work  skillfully,  and,  if  there  are 
two  ways  of  doing  the  work,  to  choose 
the  one  that  will  do  the  least  injury." 

In  Regina  v.  No.  Staffordshire  R.  R. 
Co.,  8  E.  &  B.  836,  it  was  held  that  a 
railroad  company  having  carried  a 
highway  over  its  road  by  a  bridge,  was 
bound  at  all  times  not  only  to  keep 
the  bridge  in  repair,  but  also  all  ap- 
proaches thereto. 

.  In  Hamden  v.  N.  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  27 
Conn.  158,  it  was  held  that  a  railroad 
company  altering  a  highway  for  the 
purposes  of  its  road,  is  bound  to  re- 
store it  to  its  former  condition,  and 
that  this  liability  continues  until  it  is 
so  restored,  and  until  that  is  done, 
that  it  remains  a  continuing  nuisance 
rendering  it  liable  for  all  damages, 
either  to  the  town  or  individuals. 

In  Regina  v.  Train,  2  B.  &  S.  640,  an 
iron  tramway  laid  in  a  highway  so  aa 
to  cause  the  wheels  of  vehicles  to 
skid  and  to  frighten  horses,  hitting 
their  feet  on  them,  is  a  nuisance,  and 
that  no  degree  of  public  benefit  will 
operate  as  a  defense. 

In  Johnson  v.  Atlantic  R.  R.  Co., 
35  N.  H.  567,  it  was  held  that  it  is  the 
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to  scatter  coals  along  the  line  of  the  road,  endangering  ine  prop- 
erty of  those  through  whose  lands  it  passes/  nor  with  smoke- 
stacks so  defectively  constructed  as  to  permit  the  free  escape  of 
sparks  from  the  engine  or  engines,  exposing  property  on  the 
line  of  the  road  to  imminent  danger  from  fire.°  Neither  does 
it  authorize  a  constant  ringing  of  the  bell  or  blowing  of 
the  whistle  to  the  annoyance  of  people  living  along  its  line, 
but  only  such  necessary  use  of  those  devices  as  the  public 
safety  and  the  proper  running  of  the  trains  requires.^  The 
noise  and  rumble  of  the  trains,  the  smoke  escaping  from  the 
engines,  and  the  jarring  occasioned  by  the  proper  operation  of 
the  road,  must  be  borne  as  damnum  absque  injuria^  but  the  best 
and  most  improved  devices  must  be  used  that  skill  and  science 
has  devised,  to  prevent  injury  from  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
given  by  the  grant,  either  to  public  or  individual  rights.*     When 


duty  of  a  railroad  company  to  con- 
struct culverts  and  ditches  suiBciently 
low  to  carry  ofE  water  set  back  upon 
lands  by  the  construction  of  its  road, 
when  this  can  be  done  without  diffi- 
culty. 

In  Sabin  i).  Vt.  Central  R.  R.  Co., 
25  Vt.  363,  defendant  held  liable  for 
not  removing  stones  thrown  upon 
land  in  process  of  blasting  for  their 
road-bed. 

In  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Giellelaud,  56  Penn.  St.  445,  it  was 
held  that  a  culvert  so  unskillfully 
constructed  as  to  be  insufficient  to 
carry  oil  the  water  of  a  stream  in  ordi- 
nary high  water,  renders  the  company 
liable  for  all  injuries  resulting  there- 
from. Slatten  ■».  Des  Moines  Valley  R. 
R.  Co.,  29  Iowa,  154;  Terre  Haute, 
etc.,  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McKinley,  33  Ind.  274 ; 
Taylor  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Co.,  48 
N.  H.  304 ;  Attorney-General  v.  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works,  1  H.  &  M. 
820  ;  and  the  question  of  proper  exe- 
cution of  the  works  is  a  question  of 
fact.  Ware  v.  Regents  Canal  Co.,  3  D. 
&  J.  227  ;  Coats  v.  Clarence  R.  R.  Co., 
1  R.  &  M.  181. 

1  King  V.  Morris  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co., 
8  C.  E.  Green  (N.  J.),  377  ;  Cleveland  v. 
Grand  Trunk  Railroad  Co.,  42  Vt.  449. 

'^  Gaudy  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  R.  Co., 
30  Iowa,  420.  See  Jackson  v.  Same, 
81  id.  176 ;  Kellogg  «.  Chicago,  etc., 
R.  R.  Co.,  26  Wis.  223  ;  Bedell  v.  Long 


Island  R.  R.  Co.,  44  N.  T.  867;  Case?;. 
Northern  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  59  Barb. 
(N.  Y.)  644.  And  the  fact  that  a  lire  is 
set  by  sparks  from  a  railroad  engine 
is  presumptive  evidence  that  the  spark 
protector  is  defective  and  throws  the 
laurden  of  the  proof  of  the  contrary 
upon  the  company. 

Bedford  v.  Hannibal,  etc.,  R.  R.  Co., 
46  Mo.  456 ;  Case  v.  Northern  Central 
R.  R.  Co.,  ante.  See  as  to  presump- 
tion of  defects  in  machinery,  Illinois 
Central  R.  R.  Co.  «.  Phillips,  49  111. 
234  ;  Reed  v.  New  York  Central  R.  R. 
Co.,  56  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  493.  But  see 
Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Paramore, 
31  Ind.  143  ;  Fitch  v.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
45  Mo.  322  :  Barron  v.  Eldridge,  100 
Mass.  455. 

^  First  Baptist  Church  Society  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  5  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  79. 

4  Bell  V.  Railroad  Co.,  25  Penn.  St. 
161 ;  Brandt).  Hammersmith  R.  R.  Co., 
1  L.  R.  (Q.  B.)  130  ;  Sparhawk  v.  Union, 
etc.,  R.  R.  Co.,  54  Penn.  St.  401 ;  Bur- 
ton 1}.  Philadelphia  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Har. 
(Del.)  252.  But  where  the  noise  is  un- 
necessary, the  rule  is  otherwise,  or 
when  the  use  complained  of  can  be 
dispensed  with  in  a  populous  locality 
Mumford  v.  Wolverhampton. 

In  Cooper  v.  North  British  R.  R.  Co. 
35   Jurist,  295;    2   Machp.    (Sc.)  499, 
when  authority  was  given   to   defend- 
ants to  erect  workshops  to  manufac- 
ture machinery,  apparatus,  etc.,  it  was 
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this  is  done,  the  grant  is  a  full  protection  ;  failing  in  that,  it  is  no 
protection  at  all  to  the  extent  of  the  injury  occasioned  or  threat- 
ened by  such  neglect,  and  for  the  injuries  resulting  therefrom,  it 
is  liable  both  to  indictment  in  behalf  of  the  public,  and  to  respond 
in  damages  to  individuals  injured  thereby.' 

Sec.  749.  Authority  given  to  erect  a  bridge  across  a  navigable 
stream,  even  in  the  absence  of  a  provision  that  it  should  be 
erected  with  proper  draws,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere  as 
little  as  possible  with  navigation,  would  undoubtedly  be  held  to 
be  subject  to  such  restrictions,  but,  as  that  question  will  not  be 
likely  to  arise,  it  will  not  be  profitable  to  discuss  it  here.  It  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  when  authority  is  given  to  erect  a  bridge 
over  a  navigable  stream  in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere  as  little  as 
possible  with  its  navigation,  the  authority  does  not  operate  as  a 
protection,  if  the  bridge  interferes  with  navigation  in  any  degree 
unnecessarily,  which,  by  a  more  skillful  construction,  or  by  the 
adoption  of  other  methods  or  better  appliances,  might  be  avoided.* 

Sec.  750.  An  individual  or  corporation  acting  strictly  within 
the  scope  of  legislative  power  cannot  be  indicted  for  a  public 
luisance.  The  legislative  grant  is  a  license  to  do  the  act  and 
operates  as  a  complete  and  full  immunity  from  prosecution, 
either  civilly  or  criminally,  on  the  part  of  the  public*  But  it 
by  no  means  follows  that  because  an  act  is  done  under  legisla- 

held  that  this   would   not   justify  the  ■«.  Hudson  River  R.  K.  Co.,  1  Stockt.  (N. 

erection  of  a  shop  for  hardening  rails  J.)  526  ;  Newark  Plank  Road  Co.  v.  El- 

in  a  locality  where  the  noise  would  be  mer,  id.    754  ;  Com.  'o.  New   Bedford 

a  nuisance.  Bridge  Co.,  2  Gray  (Mass.),  339  ;  Com. 

'  Costello  V.  Syracuse,  etc,  R.  R.  Co.,  v.  Nashua  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  2  id.  54 ; 

65  Barb.  (N.Y.)  92 :  Chicago  «.  Quaint-  Com.   v.  Erie   &  N.  E.   R.  R.  Co.,  27 

ance,  58  111.  389;  Spaulding  v.  Chicago,  Penn.  St.  339. 

etc.,  R.  R,  Co.,  30  Wis.  110,  King  v.  ?  People  v.  Law,  34  Barb.  (N.    Y.) 

Morris  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co.,  3  C.  E.  Green  294,  Hogeboom,  J.     People  v.  Manhat- 

(N.  J.),  277;  Queen  ®.  Darlington  Board  tan  Gas  Co.,  64  id.  55  ;  Davis  v.  R.  R. 

of  Health,  5  B.  &  S.  562;  Brine  v.  Great  Co.,  16  N.  Y. ;  Crittenden   v.  Wilson,  5 

Western  R.  R.  Co.,  2  id.  402  ;  Broad-  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  163;  People  v.  Piatt.  17 

bent  V.  Imperial  Gas  Co.,  7  D.  M.  &  G.  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  195  ;  State  v.  Stoughton, 

600 ;   Caledonian  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sprot,  3  5  Wis.  271 ;  Com.  v.  Reed,  34  Penn.  St. 

Macph.  838.  375 ;  Harris  v.  Thompson,  9  Barb.  (N. 

2  State  V.  Parrott,  71  N.  C.  311  ;  Jolly  Y.)  350  ;  Carhart  v.  Auburn  Gas  Co.,  2  ; 

0.  Terre  Haute  Bridge  Co.,  6  McLean  id.  297 ;  Rex  v.  Pease,  4  B.  &  Ad.  302 

(U.  S.) ;  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  v.  Peoria  Clark  v.  Syracuse,  13  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  32  ; 

Bridge  Association,  id. ;  Columbus  Ins.  Anderson  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  9  How.  (N.  Y.) 

Co.  V,  Curtenas,  id. ;  Attorney-General  Pr.  553. 
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tive  authority,  that  the  person  doing  the  act  cannot  be  punished 
therefor  by  indictment  if  the  act  creates  a  public  nuisance.  If 
the  act  is  in  excess  of  the  power  given,'  or  if  it  is  done  in  a  man- 
ner not  within  the  reasonable  contemplation  of  the  legislature,  to 
be  gathered  from  a  fair  construction  of  the  grant  —  as  if  it  is  not  a 
necessary  and  probable  result  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  given  — 
the  act  will  be  no  protection  against  liability,  both  civilly  and 
criminally."  It  is  only  against  such  consequences  as  are  fairly 
within  the  contemplation  of  the  legislature  in  conferring  the 
authority,  and  such  results  as  are  necessarily  incident  to  its  being 
done  —  in  other  words,  such  results  as  are  the  natural  and  probable 
consequence  of  an  exercise  of  the  power  at  all  —  that  the  grant 
operates  as  a  protection."  Beyond  that  it  affords  no  protection 
whatever.  It  is  sometimes  laid  down  in  elementary  works,  and 
appears  in  the  opinions  of  courts,  that  that  which  is  authorized  by 
the  legislature  cannot  be  a  nuisance.  This  is  clearly  erroneous  in 
the  sense  in  which  it  is  generally  understood.  That  which  is 
authorized  by  the  legislature,  within  the  strict  scope  of  the  power 
given,  cannot  be  a  public  nuisance,  but  it  may  be  a  private  nui- 
sance, and  the  legislative  grant  is  no  protection  against  a  private 
action  for  damages  resulting  therefrom.* 


'  Com.  v.  Old  Colony  R.  R.  Co..  14 
Gray  (Mass.),  93  ;  Dounahue  v.  State,  8 
Sm.'&  M.  (Tenn.)  549  ;  Glover  v.  North 
Staffordshire  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Q.  B.  912  ; 
Hentz  V.  L.  I.  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Barb.  (N. 
Y.)  646  ;  In  Re  Penny,  7  E.  &  B.  660 ; 
Mares  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  21  111.  516  ;  Imperial 
Gas-light  Co.  V.  Broadbent,  7  H.  L. 
600;  Ware  v.  Regents  Canal  Co.,  3  D. 
&  G.  227  ;  Frewin  v.  Lewis,  4  M.  &  C. 
255 ;  Oldaker  v.  Hunt,  6  D.  M.  &  G. 
389 ;  Caledonian  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Colt,  3 
Mac.  &  G.  838 ;  New  Albany  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
O'Dailey,  12  Ind.  557 ;  Brine  v.  Great 
Western  R.  R.  Co.,  6  B.  &  S.  562 ;  Wit- 
more  «.  Storv,  22  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  414  ; 
Com.  V.  Erie  &  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Peun. 
St.  339.  And  the  fact  that  the  excess 
arises  from  a  misapprehension  ef  the 
power  conferred  is  no  excuse,  Hudson 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Artcher,  6  Paige  (N.  Y.), 
84  ;  Sandford  «.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Penn.  St. 
378. 

^  Steele  ■y.  Western  Inland  Locks 
Navigation  Co.,  2  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  283. 
The  Queen  v.  Bradford  Canal  Co. ,  6  B. 


&  S.  649  ;  Delaware  Canal  Co.  v.  Com., 
60  Penn.  St.  367. 

3  Rex  ®.  Pease,  4  B.  &  Ad.  30  ;  Law- 
rence V.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Q.  B.  642  ;  Regina 
1).  Charlesworth,  id.  1010 ;  Abraham 
et  al.  V.  The  Great  Northern  Railway, 
id.  584. 

*  People  v.  Manhattan  Gas  Co.,  64 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  55;  Carhart  v.  Auburn 
Gas-light  Co.,  22  id.  297;  Cleaveland 
v.  Citizens  Gas-light  Co. ,  20  N.  J.  201 ; 
Fletcher  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
462  ;  First  Baptist  Church  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
5  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  79  ;  State  v.  Western 
Jnland  Locks  Navigation  Co. ,  2  "Johns. 
(N.  Y.)  283 ;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Applegate,  8 
Dana.  (Ky.),  287  ;  Spencer  v.  Loudon  & 
Birmingham  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Sim.  183; 
Walker  v.  Board  of  Public  Works,  16 
Ohio  St.  540;  Manhattan  Gas  Co.  « 
Barker,  36  How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)  233.  la. 
Crittenden  v.  Wilson,  5  Cow.  (N.  Y.) 
165,  Sutherland,  J.,  said :  "  The  effect 
of  the  grant  is  simply  to  authorize  the 
defendant  to  erect  his  dam  as  he  might 
have  done  if  the  stream  had  been  his 
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Sec.  751.  The  legislature  may  authorize  a  use  of  property  that 
•will  operate  to  produce  a  public  nuisance,  but  it  cannot  authorize 
a  use  of  it  that  will  create  a  private  nuisance  by  an  actual  inva- 
sion of  one's  premises  by  noxious  vapors,  malarial  gases  or  dis- 
agreeable smells,  without    compensation  therefor.*     The  right 


own,  witliout  the  grant.  The  dam 
could  not  be  indicted  as  a  public  nui- 
sance and  abated.  The  only  remedy  for 
those  injured  is  by  action."  People  v. 
Piatt,  17  Johns.  (X.  T.)  195  ;  Brown  v. 
Cavuga  R.  R.Co.,  13  N.  Y.  487  ;  Law- 
rence V.  R.  R.  Co.,  19  Q.  B.  643 ;  Robin- 
son v.  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Barb. 
(X.  Y.)  512  ;  Bradley  v.  N.  Y.  &  X.  H. 
R.  R.  Co.,  21  Conn.  305;  Mahan  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  Lalor's  Supp.  156;  Williams 
V.  X'.  Y.  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  16  X.  Y.  97 ; 
Lvnian  v.  White  River  Br.  Co.,  2  Aiken 
(Vt.)  255  ;  Carpenter  v.  Horse  R.  R.  Co., 
11  Abb.  Pr.  X.  Y.(X.  S.)416  ;  Tinsman 
V.  Belvidere  S.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Dutcher 
(N.  J.)  148  ;  Eastman  v.  Company,  44 
X.  H.  143  ;  Lee  v.  Pembroke  Iron  Co., 
57  Me.  481  ;  Xevins  -».  Peoria,  6  Am. 
Rep.  41  111.  502 ;  Richardson  «.  Vermont 
Central  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Vt.;  March  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  19  X.  H.  372;  Estabrook  i\R. 
R.  Co.,  12  Cush.  (Mass.)  224 ;  Wilson  v. 
City  of  New  Bedford,  108  Mass.  261 ;  11 
Am.  Rep.  352 ;  Phinzev  v.  Augusta,  47 
Ga.  263;  Curtis  b.  R.  R.  Co.,  14  Allen 
fMass.),  55  ;  Morgan  t.  King,  35  X.  Y. 
340 ;  Hinchman  v.  Patterson  Horse  R. 
R.,  17  X.  J.  75  ;  Louisville  v.  Rolling 
Mm  Co.,  3  Bush  (Kv.),  416;  People 
V.  Law,  34  Barb.  (X.  Y.)  294  ;  Dela- 
ware &  Raritan  Canal  Co.  v.  Wright, 

1  X.  J.  469;  People  v.  Kerr,  38 
Barb.  (X.  Y.)  357;  Rickett  v.  Metro- 
politan R.  R.  Co.,  2  H.  L.  Cas.  175; 
Biscar  v.  Great  Eastern  R.  R.,  16  L.  R. 
(Eq.  Cas.)  640 ;  Hamden  v.  X.  H.  R.  R. 
Co.,  27  Conn.  158  ;  North  Staffordshire 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Dale,  8  E.  &  B.  836  ;  Esta- 
brook V.  Peterborough  R.  R.  Co.,  12 
Cush.  (Mass.)    224;   Regina  v.  Train, 

2  B.  &  S.  640;  Eagle  v.  Charing 
Cross  R.  R.  Co.,  2  L.  R.  (C.  P.)  638; 
Johnson?).  Atlantic  R.  R.Co.,  38  N. 
H.  569  ;  Eaton  v.  Boston  &  Concord  R. 
R.  Co.,  51  id.  504;  12  Am.  Rep.  147; 
Alton,  etc.,  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Deitz,  50  111. 
210.  In  Tinsman  v.  The  Delaware  & 
Belvidere  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Dutcher  (X.  J.), 
148,  the  court  places  the  liability  of 
railroad  companies  or  other  companies 
acting  under  legislative  authority  upon 


the  same  footing  with  individuals 
using  their  own  premises  for  a  similar 
purpose.  "  The  grantee  of  a  franchise 
for  private  emolument,  as  a  railroad 
company,"  says  the  court,  "  may  be 
vested  with  the  sovereign  power  to 
take  private  property  for  public  use, 
on  making  compensation,  but  is  not 
clothed  with  the  sovereign's  immunity 
from  resulting  damages.  This  power 
leaves  their  common-law  liability  for 
injuries  done  in  the  exercise  of  their 
authority  precisely  where  it  would 
have  stood  if  the  land  had  never  been 
acquired  in  the  ordinary  way."  In 
this  case  the  plaintiff  was  held  entitled 
to  recover  for  injuries  sustained  by 
him,  by  reason  of  being  deprived  of 
free  access  to  an  eddy  and  creek's 
mouth,  in  which  he  had  the  right  to 
store  lumber,  and  the  court  held  that 
the  fact  that  the  creek  was  navigable 
and  the  legislature  had  the  right  to 
control  it  was  no  defense  to  the  action. 
In  Robinson  v.  N.  Y.  &  Erie  R.  R. 
Co.,  27  Barb.  (X.  Y.)  512,  the  court 
held  that  a  legislative  grant  to  con- 
struct a  railroad  can  give  no  authority 
to  invade  any  private  rights  without 
just  compensation.  It  confers  a  fran- 
chise simply  and  the  title  and  rights 
of  a  private  corporation,  but  no  exemp- 
tion for  wrongs  to  private  property. 
That  if  it  so  excavates  and  removes 
the  banks  of  a  stream  as  to  cause  it  to 
overflow  it  is  liable  for  all  the  injuries 
thafensue,  and  that  as  to  them,  in  all 
respects,  the  same  rule  of  liability 
exists  as  against  an  individual  doing 
the  same  acts  upon  his  own  land.  It 
is  liable  for  injuries  resulting  from 
diverting  a  river,  Cott  v.  Lewiston, 
36  X.  Y.  214,  and  for  injury  resulting 
from  the  occupancy  of  a  public  street 
in  front  of  one's  premises,  of  which  he 
is  the  owner  of  the  fee,  Fletcher  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  25  Wend.  (N.Y.)  462  ;  Trus- 
tees V.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Hill(N.  Y.),  367; 
or  for  shutting  off  access  to  other  parts 
of  one's  premises.  Miller  v.  Auburn, 
etc.,  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Hill  (X.  Y.),  61. 

1  Stone  u.  F.  P.  &  X.  W.  R.  E.  Co., 
Am.  Law  Times,  vol.  2,  p.  54. 
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given,  however,  in  order  to  warrant  the  erection  of  a  public  nui- 
sance must  be  clearly  within  the  scope  of  the  grant,  and  must 
fairly  be  within  the  contemplation  of  the  legislature  in  conferring 
the  power.  This  question  was  ably  discussed  in  Queen  v.  Brad- 
ford Navigation  Co.,  6  Best  &  Smith,  649,  which  has  been  pre- 
viously referred  to  in  this  chapter.  In  that  case  Crompton,  J., 
said :  "  It  is  conceded  that  we  are  not  to  consider  the  case  as 
against  the  company.  The  indictment  charges  the  defendants 
with  a  public  nuisance  by  collecting  and  keeping  exposed  in  their 
canal,  foul  and  polluted  water.  It  is  clear  that  they  did  take  and 
collect  the  water  of  the  Bradford  beck  and  bring  it  into  the 
head  of  their  canal,  so  that  tilth  and  mud  were  collected  there, 
and  an  undoubted  nuisance  caused.  The  foul  water  was  more 
stagnant  in  the  canal  than  it  would  have  been  in  the  beck,  and 
the  defendants  are  liable  unless  they  are  authorized  by  some 
statute  to  create  this  nuisance.  The  lessees  may  justify,  as  the 
company  might,  under  the  powers  of  the  act  of  parliament. 
But  is  there  any  provision  in  the  act  that  the  company  may 
commit  a  nuisance?  Wheth'er  an  authority  is  given  or  duty 
imposed  depends  on  the  intention  of  the  legislature.  Here  the 
company  are  authorized  to  take  the  water  of  certain  becks  and  make 
a  canal,  but  that  does  not  involve  their  bringing  feculent  matter 
and  allowing  it  to  accumulate  in  their  canal  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance. 
The  only  question  is  whether  the  present  case  is  within  the 
authority  of  Rex  v.  Pease,  4  B.  &  Ad.  30.  There  the  legisla- 
ture must  have  intended  to  authorize  the  nuistoce  which  was  the 
subject  of  the  indictment,  and  the  judgment  proceeded  on  that 
ground.  In  the  argument  of  that  case,  page  36,  the  observation 
of  Pakke,  J.,  in  Rex  v.  Sir  John  Morris,  1  B,  &  Ad.  441,  on  a 
local  act  which  enabled  proprietors  of  lands,  etc.,  to  make  rail- 
ways through  such  lands  and  across  and  along  any  roads  to  com- 
municate with  another  railway,  was  cited  ;  he  said,  pages  449,  450: 
"  Supposing  the  70th  section  "  of  the  act  "  to  be  taken  alone,  it 
must  at  least  be  understood  with  the  limitation,  that  where  a 
railway  is  laid  upon  another  road,  sufficient  space  be  left  independ- 
ently of  it  for  the  public  to  pass."  Therefore,  prima  fade,  some 
nuisance  was  intended.  And  in  Rex  v.  Pease,  the  same  learned 
judge,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  court,  after  referring  to 
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the  clause  of  the  special  act,  said,  pages  41,  42 :  "  The  legislature 
therefore  must  be  presumed  to  have  known  that  the  railroad 
would  be  adjacent  for  a  mile  to  the  public  highway,  and  conse- 
quently that  travelers  upon  the  highway  would  be,  in  all  proba- 
bility, incommoded  by  the  passage  of  locomotive  engines  along 
the  railroad.  That  being  presumed,  there  is  nothing  unreasona- 
ble or  inconsistent  in  supposing  that  the  legislature  intended  that 
the  part  of  the  public  which  should  use  the  highway,  should  sus- 
tain some  inconvenience  for  the  sake  of  the  greater  good  to  be 
obtained  by  other  parts  of  the  public,  in  the  more  speedy 
traveling  and  conveyance  of  merchandise  along  the  new  railroad." 

It  is  agreed  on  both  sides  in  the  present  case  that  a  new  state 
of  things,  which  the  legislature  never  intended  or  contemplated, 
has  arisen  ;  and,  therefore,  the  present  case  is  not  within  Rex  v. 
Pease. 

The  only  way  in  which  such  a  nuisance  as  this  can  be  legiti- 
mated, is  by  showing  that  the  legislature  intended  to  legitimate  it. 

Here,  power  was  given  to  the  company  to  take  the  water  of 
certain  becks';  but  not  to  take  the  water  at  all  times  so  as  to  cause 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere  and  cause  disease.  Power  was  also 
given,  which  they  have  not  used,  to  make  reservoirs  for  supply- 
ing their  canal  with  water.  It  is  not  found  that  it  was  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  the  canal  that  they  should  make  this  nui- 
sance, or  that  they  should  take  the  water  of  the  Bradford  beck." 

Shee,  J.  "  It  is  admitted  that  the  canal  in  its  present  state  is. 
a  nuisance ;  and  the  question  is,  whether  the  act  of  parliament 
under  which  it  was  authorized  to  be  made  exempts  the  lessees 
from  the  legal  consequences  of  having  created  a  nuisance. 
Assuming  the  act  authorized  the  company  to  take  the  water  of 
the  Bradford  beck,  it- was,  at  the  time  the  act  passed,  sufficiently 
pure  not  to  be  a  nuisance  when  collected,  and  the  authority  to 
take  it  in  its  then  state  is  no  authorit}^  for  taking  it  in  such  a 
state  as  that ;  when  collected  in  a  stagnant  form,  it  becomes  a 
nuisance.     Rex  v.  Pease  is  distinguishable  ;  there  the  act  if  par- 

'  Lawrence  «.  The  Great  Northern  purchased  a  canal  of  the  State,  and 
Railway  Company,  16  Q.  B.  643.  See  maintained  its  banks  in  such  a  man- 
Corn.  V.  Reed,  34  Penn.  St.  375 ;  ner  that  the  water  escaped,  and  gath- 
Delaware  and  Canal  Co.  v.  Com.,  60  ering  in  eddies,  became  stagnant  and 
Penn.  St.  367,  where  a  similar  doc-  emited  noxious  smells, 
trine  was  held,  when  the  defendant 
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liament  authorized  the  nuisance,  viz.:  the  use  of  locomotive 
steam  engines  in  the  way  and  the  place  in  which,  and  where, 
their  use  was  a  nuisance.  But  if  a  new  mode  of  using  locomo- 
tive engines  had  been  afterward  discovered,  producing  efiects 
different  and  much  more  injurious  to  the  public  than  the  effect 
of  engines  constructed  and  worked  at  the  time  when  the  act 
passed,  that  would  be  a  nuisance  not  within  the  contemplation  of 
the  legislature,  and  not  authorized  by  the  act." 

Sec.  752.  In  those  States  where  there  are  no  constitutional 
restrictions  imposed  upon  the  legislature,  against  the  taking  of 
private  propert}'^  for  public  purposes  without  compensation,  the 
powder  of  the  legislature  is  of  course  unlimited  and  supreme,  and 
it  may  impose  such  burdens  upon  private  rights  without  compen- 
sation, as  it  pleases,  for  the  public  good ;  but  where,  as  is  the  case 
in  nearly  all  the  States,  the  right  is  restricted  by  requiring  com- 
pensation, the  legislature  cannot  confer  upon  a  corporation  the 
right  to  do  any  act  th-at  imposes  a  burden  upon  the  property  of 
others  that  amounts  to  an  actual  taking  of  property  for  public 
purposes,  so  as  to  exempt  such  corporation  from  liability  for  all 
damages  that  result  from  the  exercise  of  their  franchise  that,  in 
law,  amounts  to  a  taking  of  property.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that 
a  legislative  grant  did  not  exempt  gas  companies  from  liability  for 
damages  resulting  from  noxious  smells  emitted  from  their  works,* 
or  from  damages  resulting  from  the  pollution  of  the  water  of  a 
stream  by  turning  its  refuse  matter  therein,"  or  an  individual  or 
corporation  from  damages  arising  from  the  obstruction  of  a  navi- 
gable stream,'  or  from  excavating  lands  so  as  to  let  down  adjoin- 
ing soil,*  or  so  as  to  injure  adjacent  houses,^  or  making  erections 
that  hide  the  ancient  lights  of  another; '  setting  back  the  water  of 
a  stream  upon  the  lands  of  adjoining  owners  ;  ^  turning  surface 
water  upon  another's  premises ;  *  diverting  the  water  of  a  stream ;  * 


'  People  v.  Manhattan  Gas-light  Ca. , 
64  Barl^(N.  Y.)  55. 

^  Carmirt  v.  Auburn  Gas-light  Co.,  32 
id.  297. 

'  Jolly  V.  Terre  Haute  Draw  Bridge 
Co.,  6  McLean  (U.S.), 

••  Richardson  v.  Vermont  Central  R. 
.R.  Co.,  25  Vt.  465. 

^  Biscoe  V.  Great  Eastern  Railway, 
16  L.  R.  Eq.  Cas.  640. 


*  Eagle  ■».  Charing  Cross  R.  R.  Co.,  3 
L.  R.  (C.  P.)  638. 

'  Lawrence  v.  The  Great  Northern 
R.  R.  Co.,  16  Q.  B.  642. 

*  Waterman  v.  Vermont  Central  R. 
R.  Co.,  30  Vt.  61 ;  Estabxook  v.  Peter- 
borough, 13  Cush.  (Mass.)  224. 

9  Cott  v.  Lewiston,  35  N.  Y.  314 ; 
Hatch  V.  Vermont  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  25 
Vt.  49. 
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causing  water  to  rise  in  a  stream  by  erection  of  embankments,  so 
as  to  percolate  into  another's  cellars,  or  so  as  to  cut  off  the  drain- 
age of  lauds  ; '  flooding  the  lands  of  another  by  cutting  through 
an  embankment  that  confines  a  stream  within  its  proper  banks  ; ' 
by  erecting  embankments  that  cut  off'  access  to  a  public  street ;  * 
or  the  cutting  off  of  access  to  a  navigable  stream  where  a  right 
of  access  has  been  acquired  and  is  annexed  to  an  estate  as  an  ease- 
ment ;  *  by  the  casting  of  rocks  upon  adjacent  lands  in  the  pro- 
cess of  blasting  for  the  road-bed  of  a  railroad,  and  leaving  them 
upon  the  land ;  *  injury  from  noise,  by  erection  of  workshops 
near  dwellings  and  places  of  business,  disturbing  the  comfortable 
enjoyment  thereof,  and  injuring  property  by  varying  agitating 
noises  and  motions  ; '  by  erecting  embankments  so  as  to  preveJ^; 
escape  of  surface  water  from  adjacent  lands,  without  proper  cul- 
verts, where  they  can  be  conveniently  made,'  and  thus,  generally, 
it  may  be  said,  that  a  legislative  grant  furnishes  no  immunity 
from  liability  for  damages  caused  by  the  exercise  of  the  franchise, 
that  amounts  to  the  taking  of  property  within  the  legal  interpre- 
tation of  the  term,  and  that  this  applies  to  the  taking  of  an  ease- 
ment or  any  interest  in  land,  even  less  than  a  fee.* 

Sec.  753.  It  by  no  means  follows  that  all  consequential  injuries 
resulting  from  a  public  work  are  the  subject  of  an  action,  on  the 
ground  of  nuisance,  for,  when  the  act  is  lawfully  exercised  in 
a  lawful  way,  no  liability  exists  for  resulting  damages,  unless  the 
injury  results  from  what  might  fairly  be  said  to  amount  to  an 
actual  taking  of  property.'  E.edfield,  J.,  in  the  case  of  Hatch 
V.  Vermont  Central  R.  R.  Co  ,  25  Vt.  67,  very  ably  discusses  this 

1  Wilson  v.  New  Bedford,  108  Mass.  *  Duke  of  Buccleugh*.  Metropolitan 

261.  Board  of  Works.  5    H.  L.  Cas.  405. 

"^  Del.  &  Raritan  Canal  Co.  ■».  See,  2  ^  Sabin  n.  Vermont  Central  R.  R.  Co., 

Zab.  (N.  J.)  243  ;  Eaton  v.  Boston,  Con-  25  Vt.  363. 

cord  &  Montreal  R.  R.  Co.;  51  N.  H.  ^  Mumford  v.  Wolverhampton,  etc., 

504 ;  12  Am.  Rep.  147 ;   Lawrence  v.  1  H .  &  X.   34  ;   Cooper   v.  North 

The  Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Q.  British   R.   R.   Co.,  35  Juris.   295  ;    1 

B.  642.  Macph.  (Sc.)  497. 

3  Wetmore  «.  Story,  22  Barb.  (X.  T.)  '  Johnson  «.  Atlantic,  etc.,  R.  R.  Co. 

414  ;  Wood  ®.  Stourbridge,  16  C,  B.  (N.  35  N.  H.  569. 

S.)  222  ;  Chamberlain  ti.  West  End  R.  *  Redfield,  J. ,  in  Hatch  n.  Vermont 

R.   Co.,    2   B.     &    S.    605  ;   Drake   ®.  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Ft.  66. 

Hudson  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Barb.  (X.  T.)  »  See  Cameron  v.  Charing   Cross  R, 

508  ;  Spencer  «.  London  &  Birmingham  R.  Co.,  19  C.  B.  764. 
R.  R.  Co.,  8  Sim.  183. 
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question,  and  announces  a  doctrine  substantially  in  consonance 
with  this.  In  that  case  the  plaintiff  sought  to  recover  for  conse- 
quential injuries  arising  from  the  construction  of  the  defendant's 
railroad  in  the  village  of  Burlington  upon  the  ground  that  the 
excavations  and  embankments  made  by  the  defendants  in  the 
necessary  construction  of  their  road,  prevented  the  free  escape  of 
surface  water  arising  from  rains  and  the  melting  of  snow,  from  the 
streets,  so  that  it  was  sent  into  his  store  and  upon  his  premises 
to  his  damage,  and  whereby  his  premises  were  rendered  less 
accessible  from  the  street ;  that  before  the  erection  of  the  plain- 
tiff's road,  people  could  safely  hitch  their  horses  in  front  of  his 
premises,  and  that  he  could  safely  drive  to  and  from  his  premises 
Afith  horses  and  carriages.  The  court  held  that  the  plaintiff  was 
not  entitled  to  recover  the  damages  ensuing  from  these  acts  of  the 
company,  upon  the  ground  that,  even  if  the  acts  had  been  done 
by  an  individual  clothed  with  no  special  powers  from  the  State, 
it  would  not  have  created  an  actionable  injury.  The  work  done 
was  lawful.  It  was  performed  prudently  and  "  with  as  little 
injury  as  possible  to  the  plaintiff's  property  consistently,"  etc 
The  learned  judge  said :  "  In  the  absence  of  all  statutory  provis- 
ions to  that  effect,  no  case,  and  certainly  no  principle,  seems  to 
justify  the  subjecting  a  person,  either  natural  or  artificial,  in  the 
prudent  pursuit  of  his  own  lawful  business,  to  the  payment  of 
consequential  damages  to  other  persons  in  their  property  or  busi- 
ness. This  always  happens  more  or  less  in  all  rival  pursuits,  and 
often,  where  there  is  nothing  of  that  kind,  one  mill  or  one  store 
or  school  injures  another.  One's  dwelling  is  undermined  or 
its  lights  darkened,  or  its  prospect  obscured  and  thus  materi- 
ally lessened  in  value,  by  the  erection  of  buildings  upon  the  lands 
of  other  proprietors.  One  is  beset  with  noise  or  dust  or  other 
inconvenience,  by  the  alteration  of  a  street  or  more  especially  by 
the  introduction  of  a  railway,  but  there  is  no  redress  in  any  of 
these  cases.  The  thing  is  lawful  in  the  railroad  as  much  as  in 
the  other  cases  supposed."  In  the  same  opinion  the  court  dis- 
poses of  a  question  between  one  Whitcomb  and  the  same  defend- 
ant, for  injuries  resulting  from  a  neglect  of  the  defendant  to 
build  a  proper  sluice  or  culvert  for  the  passage  of  a  stream  of 
water  whereby  the  plaintiff's  lands  were  injured.  For  the  neglect 
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of  the  defendant  to  erect  sueli  a  culvert  as  was  necessary  and 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  the  court  held  that  the  defendant  was 
clearly  liable  both  at  common  law  and  under  the  provisions  of  its 
charter.     , 

Sec.  Y54.  The  conferring  of  special  privileges  upon  an  indi- 
vidual or  corporation  to  exercise  a  particular  franchise,  is  always 
upon  the  implied  understanding  that  the  franchise  shall  be  pru- 
dently exercised  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  inflict  the  least  injury 
upon  others.  It  is  upon  this  principle  that  it  is  held  that  where 
there  are  two  modes  of  exercising  the  right,  by  one  of  which  it 
would  be  a  nuisance  to  others,  and  by  the  other  of  which  it  would 
not,  that  the  method  by  which  the  nuisance  would  be  avoided 
must  be  adopted.  Corporations  are  given  large  latitude  for  the 
exercise  of  a  reasonable  discretion  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
work,  but  they  are  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  courts  ;  and 
if  they  abuse  this  discretion  and  exercise  it  in  a  careless  or  unrea- 
sonable manner,  redress  may  be  had  for  damages  resulting  there- 
from either  at  law  or  in  equity.*  Damages  that  result  from  a 
careless  or  unreasonable  exercise  of  their  powers,  are  not  treated 
as  covered  by  the  franchise,  or  as  having  been  contemplated  by 
the  act  conferring  the  authority  ;  consequently  a  land  owner  whose 
land  has  been  taken  under  the  grant,  and  whose  damages  have 
been  appraised  and  paid,  is  not  thereby  debarred  of  a  remedy  for 
damages  arising  from  such  a  course,  whereas  he  would  be  if  the 
damages  arose  from  a  prudent  and  reasonable  exercise  of  the 
powers  conferred.  Such  damages  are  not  regarded  as  covered  by 
the  appraisal  or  award,  and  may  be  recovered  by  him,  as  well  as 
by  one  whose  land  has  not  been  taken,  as  all  such  acts  are  regarded 
as  being  ultra  vires  and  not  protected  by  the  grant."  The  real 
test  is  really  this ;  all  the  natural  and  probable  consequences  of 
the  exercise  of  the  power  given  may  be  said  to  have  been  within 

1  Whitcomb  v.  Vermont  Central  R.  Jur.  241 ;   Fletcher  v.    R.  R.   Co.,   25 

R.   Co.,   25   Vt.  69 ;  Regina  v.  Scott,  3  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  462 ;  State  v.  Stoughton, 

Ad.  &  El.  543.  5  Wis.  291 ;  People  v.  Law,  34  Barb. 

'^  Eaton  V.  Boston,  Concord  &  Maine  (N.  T.)  494 ;  Hinchman  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  17 

R.  R.  Co.,  51  N.  H.  504 ;  12   Am.  Rep.  N.  J.  75 ;  Potter's  Dwarris  on  Statutes, 

147 ;  Baltimore  and  Potomac  R.  R.  Co.  75  ;  First  Baptist  Church  v.  R.  R.  Cu., 

V.  Magruder,  34  Md.  79 ;  6  Am.  Rep.  5  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  79 ;  Steele  v.  Western 

311  ;  Cooper  v.  N.  British  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Inland  Nav.  Co.,  2  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  283. 
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the  contemplation  of  the  grant,  but  those  results  which  are  ^pos- 
sible, but  not  the  necessary  result  thereof,  are  not  covered  by  the 
gr^jnt,  and  liability  exists  therefor  as  much  as  though  the  legisla- 
tive power  had  never  been  given.  » 

Sec.  Y55.  In  determining  the  scope  and  powers  of  an  individual 
or  corporation  under  a  legislative  grant,  reference  must  always 
of  course  be  had  to  the  language  of  the  grant,  to  ascertain  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  powers  granted,  as  well  as  the  intent 
of  the  legislature.  There  can  be  no  question  that  the  legislature 
has  full  and  ample  power  to  exempt  from  liabihty  for  injuries 
that  do  not  operate  as  an  actual  taking  of  property  within 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  constitutional  provisions.  It  may  not 
always  be  easy  to  determine  what  really  amounts  to  a  taking  of 
property,  bat  it  is  safe  to  say  that,  whenever  the  exercise  of  the 
right  operates  to  destroy  an  easement  incident  to  real  property,' 
or  amounts  to  an  actual  physical  invasion  of  property  by  some 
agency  that  produces  injury  thereto,  or  imposes  a  burden  thereon, 
that  this  is  a  taking  of  property.  There  need  not  be  an  exclu- 
sive appropriation  of  the  property,  but  such  an  interference  with 
the  beneficial  use  thereof  as  operates  an  essential  abridgment  of 
the  owner's  rights  incident  to,  and  an  essential  part  of,  the  estate." 
There  can  be  no  question  that  the  erection  of  gas  works,  or  the 
setting  up  of  any  other  noxious  trade  in  the  vicinity  of  my  prem- 
ises, that  emits  noxious  odors,  which  are  sent  over  my  lands  in 
quantity  and  volume,  sufficient  to  essentially  interfere  with  the 
use  of  that  air  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  breath  and  life,  so  as 
to  constitute  a  legal  nuisance,  is  such  a  taking  of  my  property  as 
the  legislature  may  not  permit  without  compensation.  What  pos- 
sible distinction  can  there  be  between  the  actual  taking  of  my 
property,  or  a  part  of  it,  and  occupying  it  for  the  erection  of  a 
railroad  track  or  a  gas  house,  and  invading  it  by  an  agency  that 


'  Duke  of  ]3uccleugh,  v.  Metropoli- 
tan Board  of  Works,  5  H.  L.  418 ;  Chap- 
man V.  Oshkosli  R.  R.  Co.,  Wis. 

2  Nevins  v.  Peoria,  41  111.  502;  6  Am. 
Rep.  196 ;  People  v.  Kerr,  37  Barb.  (N. 
Y.)  257;  Wynehamer  v.  The  People, 
13  N.  Y.  378.  See  Eaton  v.  Boston, 
Concord  &  Montreal  R.-  R.  Co.,  51  N. 
H. ;  12  Am.  Rep.  147,  in  which  Smith, 


J.,  ably  discusses  this  question  and  re 
views  the  principal  authorities  bearing 
upon  the  question — an  opinion  worthy 
of  careful  study.  He  says:  "The 
principle  must  be  the  same  whether 
the  owner  is  wholly  deprived  of  the 
use  of  hia  land  or  only  partially  de- 
prived of  It." 
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operates  as  an  actual  abridgment  of  its  beneficial  use,  and  possi- 
bly a  complete  and  practical  ouster.  There  certainly  can  be  none. 
By  the  erection  of  such  works  a  burden  is  imposed  upon  my 
property ;  the  property  itself  is  actually  invaded  by  an  invisible, 
yet  a  pernicious  agency,  that  seriously  impairs  its  use  and  enjoy- 
ment, as  well  as  its  value.  The  impregnation  of  the  atmosphere 
with  noxious  mixtures  that  pass  over  my  land  is  an  invasion  of 
a  natural  right,  a  right  incident  to  the  land  itself,  and  essential  to 
its  beneficial  enjoyment.  My  right  to  pure  air  is  the  same  as  my 
right  to  pure  water ;  it  is  an  incident  of  the  land,  annexed  to  and 
a  part  of  it,  and  it  is  as  sacred  as  my  right  to  the  land  itself.' 
Therefore,  I  apprehend  that  the  legislature  has  no  power  to  shield 
one  from  liability  for  all  the  consequences  of  the  exercise  of  an 
occupation  that  produces  such  results  any  more  than  it  has  to 
authorize  the  flooding  of  my  lands  or  the  permanent  diversion  of 
a  stream.^ 

Sec.  756.  In  England  the  power  of  parliament  is  omnipotent. 
It  is  not  restricted  in  the  exercise  of  its  discretion  in  reference  to 
the  taking  of  private  property  for  public  purposes,  as  our  State 
legislatures  are  ;  but  it  is  provided  by  law  that  compensation  shall 
be  made  for  all  lands  taken,  and  for  all  "  injuriously  affected." 
Under  this  statute  the  courts  hold  that  no  liability  exists 
except  in  respect  to  damages  which  would  have  been  the  ground 
of  an  action  if  the  act  occasioning  it  had  been  done  without 
•the  authority  of  the  statute.'  Therefore,  the  decision  of  the 
English  courts  upon  questions  of  this  character  are  not  always 
applicablS  to  cases  arising  here,  where  the  legislature  is  sur- 
rounded with  constitutional  checks  and  provisions  circumscribing 
and  limiting  its  power. 

'  Salvin   v.   North  Brancepetli  Coal  nuisance.     Broadbent  v.  Imnerial  Gas 

Co.,  31  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  156.  Co.,  7  D.  M.  &  G.  450. 

-  People     V.    Manhattan     Gas-light  In  Bamford  v.  Turnlev,  3  B.  &  S.  62, 

Co. ,  64  Barb.   (N.  T.)  55 ;    Carhan  v.  it  was   held   that  that  is  a  bad  law. 

Auburn  Gas-light  Co.,  33  id.  397  ;  Crit-  which,  for  public  benefit,  inflicts  loss 

tenden  v.  Wilson,  3  Cow.  (X.  T.)  163  ;  upon  a  citizen  without  compensation. 

In  Pentland  v.  Henderson,  17  D.  543,  it  Cooper   v.  North  British  R.  R.  Co.,  1 

was  held  that  even  though  the  defend-  Macph.  (Sc )  499  ;  Mumford  v.  Wolver- 

ant  had  a  license  for  the  prosecution  hampton,  id. 

of  his  trade  Ln  the  locality  complained  ^  Regina   v.   Metropolitan    Board  of 

of  this  did  not  protect  him  from  liabil-  Works,  3  B.  &  S.  710  ;  New  River  Co. 

>ty  if   his  slaughter-house  became  a  v.  Johnson,  2  E.  &  E.  435. 
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Sec.  757.  For  injuries  that  are  purely  consequential  and  are  the 
result  of  an  act  done  within  the  scope  of  the  power  granted,  and 
that  arise  from  a  proper  and  necessary  exercise  of  the  power 
given,  and  that  can  in  no  sense  amount  to  an  actual  invasion  or 
taking  of  property,  no  remedy  can  be  had.  But  for  consequen- 
tial injuries  resulting  from  an  excess  of  power,  or  from  an  exer- 
cise of  its  powers  in  an  improper  or  careless  or  negligent  manner, 
a  remedy  may  be  had.  The  act  only  operates  as  a  defense  when 
the  consequences  are  fairly  within  the  contemplation  of  the  legis- 
lature, to  be  gathered  from  the  grant,  and  the  nature  of  the  pow- 
ers granted,  and  the  location  to  which  it  is  applicable/  "Where  a 
person  whose  lands  have  been  taken  under  legislative  authority, 
whose  damages  have  been  appraised,  sustains  special  damage  from 
the  exercise  of  the  power  on  his  soil,  his  damages  are  treated  as 
covered  by  the  appraisal,  unless  they  arise  from  an  excess  of  power, 
or  from  a  careless  or  improper  execution  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred.^ But  for  inj'uries  resulting  from  the  use  of  the  premises 
of  another,  a  recovery  may  be  had,  and  the  award  of  damages 
does  not  cover  the  same.^ 


'Attorney-General  «.  Birmingham,  4 
K,  &  J.  528 ;  Johnston  v.  Providence 
R.  R.  Co.,  10  R.  I.  365  ;  Merrifield  v. 
Worcester,  110  Mass.  316;  State  v. 
Parrott,  71  N.  C.  311;  Harris  v. 
Thompson,  9  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  360 ;  Steele 
V.  Inland  Locks,  2  Johns,  (id.)  283 ; 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Applegate,  8  Dana  (Ky.) 
289  ;  Rex  v.  Morris,  1  Brad.  (N.  S.)  441 ; 
Bridge  Co.  «.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Paige'H  Ch. 
(N.Y.)  554;  Hamilton  1?.  R.  R.  Co., 9  id. 
171 ;  Bloodgood  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  Wend. 
(N.  Y.)  1 ;  People  v.  R.  &  S.  R.  R.  Co., 


15  id.  113;  Fletcher -w.  R.  R.  Co.,  25 
id.  462 ;  Canal  Co.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Paige 
(N.  Y.),  323  ;  Crittenden  v.  Wilson,  5 
Cow.  (N.  Y.)  165 ;  Brown  v.  Cayuga 
R.  R.,12  N.  Y.  487 ;  Attorney-General 
V.  Met.  Bd.  of  Works,  1  H.  &  M. 
320;  Ware  ®.  Regents  Canal  Co,,  3 
D.  &  J.  227 ;  Coats  v.  Clarence  R.  R. 
Co.,  1  R.  &  M.  181 ;  Stainton  v.  Wool- 
rych,  23  Beav.  234  ;  Imperial  Gas  Co. 
V.  Broadbent,  7  D.  M.  &  G.  459. 

2  Eaton  V.  Boston   S.  R.  R.  Co.,  51 
N.  H.  504 ;  12  Am.  Rep.  M7. 
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CHAPTER  TWENTY-FOURTH. 

DANGEEOirS    ANIMALS. 

Sec.  758.  Animals  ferae  naturae,  keeping  of. 

759.  Domestic  animals,  liability  for  injuries  by. 

760.  Proof  of  scienter. 

761.  Right  to  keep  watch  dogs. 

762.  Degree  of  care  required  in  keeping  vicious  animals  after  notice. 

763.  When  animals  are  nuisances. 

764.  Rabid  dogs,  etc. 

765.  Who  is  liable  for  injuries  from. 

766.  Animals  disturbing  neighborhood  at  night. 

767.  Obstructing  public  or  private  way  by  keeping  ferocious  animals  near. 

Sec.  758.  Any  person  who  keeps  an  animal  ferae  naturae^  of 
a  ferocious  or  mischievous  nature,  is  bound  to  keep  it  from  doing 
injury  to  others,  at  his  peril,  and  is  liable  for  all  the  consequences, 
if  it  escapes  and  commits  injury,  either  to  the  person  or  property 
of  others.  If  the  animal  is  of  a  ferocious  nature  and  liable  to 
attack  or  injure  mankind,  its  negligent  keeping,  or  the  keeping  of 
it  at  all,  in  a  place  or  situation  where  it  may  do  injury  to  people, 
renders  the  owner  or  keeper  liable  to  indictment  as  for  a  public 
nuisance.  1  n  reference  to  this  class  of  animals  a  recovery  can  be 
had,  without  proving  that  they  ever  have  bitten  or  attacked  man- 
kind, as  every  person  is  presumed  to  be  cognizant  of  their  fero- 
cious nature.  Negligence  need  not  be  alleged  or  proved  as  the 
gist  of  the  action  is  the  keeping.^ 

Sec,  759.  In  reference  to  domestic  animals  the  rule  is,  that  if 
any  person  keeps  an  animal  mansuetae.  naturae,  of  a  ferocious 
or  mischievous  disposition,  accustomed  to  bite  or  attack  mankind, 
or  to  bite  and  injure  other  domestic  animals,  knowing  that  it  is 
possessed  of  this  disposition,  he  is  bound  to  restrain  it  at  his  peril 
and  if  it  escapes  and  injures  another,'  either  in  his  person  or 
property,  he  will  be  liable  for  all  the  damages  that  ensue,  and 

'  Mav  V.  Burdett,  9  Ad.  &  El.  (Q.  B.)  1574, 1583  ;  1  Hale's  P.  C.  430  ;  4  Burn's 
101 ;  16  L.  J.  (Q.  B.)  64  ;  Buller's  Nisi  Justice,  578  ;  Colby's  Criminal  Law  ; 
Prius,  77  ;  Rex  v.  Higgins,  2  Ld.  Rayd.     Roscoe's  Criminal  Evidence,  745. 
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that,  too,  even  though  no  negligence  can  be  predicated  of  the  keep- 
ing.' In  such  a  case  the  gist  of  the  action  is  the  keeping,  after 
knowledge  of  its  vicious  propensities,'^  and  he  is  liable,  even 
though  the  injury  results  from  the  carelessness  of  the  person 


1  May  «.  Burdett,  9  Ad.  &  El.  (Q.  B.) 
101  ;  Partlow  v.  Haggarty,  35  Ind.  178  ; 
Kelly  «.  Tilton,  2  Abb.  Ct.  App.(N.Y.) 
495  ;  Laveroue  «.  Mangianti,  44  Cal. 
138  ;  Kertscliacke  v.  Ludwig,  28  Wis. 
430.  In  Jenkins  v.  Turner,  1  Ld. 
Rayd.  110,  it  was  held  that  there  was 
a  "diflFerence  between  things  ferae 
naturae,  as  lions,  bears,  etc.,  which  a 
man  must  keep  up  at  his  peril,  and 
beasts  that  are  mansuetae  naturae,  and 
break  through  the  tameness  of  their 
nature.  In  the  latter  case  the  owner 
must  have  notice  ;  in  the  former  an 
action  lies  against  the  owner  without 
notice."  Buller's  Nisi  Prius,  77.  In 
Laverone  v.  Mangianti,  44  Cal.  138,  the 
court  says  that  the  owner  of  a  ferocious 
dog,  knowing  its  vicious  propensities, 
keeps  it  at  his  own  risk  and  is  respon- 
sible for  any  injury  inflicted  by  it  upon 
a  person  free  from  fault.  There  is  no 
question  but  that  a  man  may  lawfully 
keep  a  ferocious  dog,  and  he  has  the 
same  right  to  keep  a  tiger,  hut  he  is 
hound  to  keep  them  so  that  they  shall 
do  no  injury.  The  only  difference 
between  the  two  is,  that  as  to  the  tiger 
he  is  answerable  without  notice  of  its 
vicious  propensities,  while  as  to  the 
dog,  notice  or  knowledge  is  required. 
This  knowledge  may  be  established  by 
evidence  or  presumption,  and  in  the  one 
case  or  the  other  is  the  same  in  sub- 
stance, and  works  the  same  results. 
See,  also,  Kertscliacke  v.  Ludwig,  28 
Wis.  430  ;  Lord  Hale,  in  his  Pleas  of 
the  Crown,  Vol.  1,  p.  430,  puts  the  lia- 
bility of  the  owners  of  animals  upon 
this  ground,  "  If  a  man  have  a  beast, 
as  a  bull,  cow,  horse  or  dog,  used  to 
hurt  people,  if  the  owner  knows  not 
his  quality  he  is  not  punishable.  These 
things  seem  to  be  agreeable  to  the  law  : 
1st.  If  the  owner  have  notice  of  the 
quality  of  his  beast,  and  it  doth  any 
body  hurt,  he  is  chargeable  with  an 
action  for  it.  2d.  Though  he  have 
no  particular  notice  that  he  did  any 
such  thing  before,  yet  if  it  be  a  beast 
that  is  ferae  naturae,  as  a  lion,  a  bear, 
a  wolf,  yea,  an  ape  or  monkey,  if  he  get 
loose  and  do  harm  to  any  person,  the 
owner  is   liable  to  an  action  for -the 


damage,  and  so  I  knew  it  to  be  ad- 
judged in  Andrew  Baker's  case,  whose 
child  was  bit  by  a  monkey  that  broke 
his  chain  and  got  loose.  3d.  And, 
therefore,  in  case  of  such  a  wild  beast, 
or  in  case  of  a  bull,  or  cow,  that  doth 
damage,  where  the  owner  knows  of  it 
he  must,  at  his  own  peril,  keep  him  up 
safe  from  doing  hart,  for  though  he  use 
Ms  diligence  to  keep  him  up,  if  he  escape 
and  do  harm,  the  owner  is  liable  in 
damages."  The  rule  is  in  reference  to 
all  animals,  whether  ferae  naturae  or 
mansuetae  naturae,  that  the  owner  or 
keeper  is  presumed  to  know  their  na- 
tural disposition  and  instincts,  and  for 
all  injuries  resulting  from  their  na- 
tural instincts,  or  that  which  their 
own  nature  impels  them  to  do,  their 
owner  is  liable  without  notice.  Thus 
as  it  is  the  nature  of  cattle  to  roam, 
the  owner  is  liable  for  the  trespas,ses 
they  do,  even  though  he  knew  not  that 
they  had  ever  trespassed  before,  and 
the  same  rule  applies  in  reference  to 
all  classes  of  animals.  Thus,  if  a 
man  knows  that  his  bull  will  run  at 
men  who  wear  red  handkerchiefs,  if 
he  drives  the  bull  along  the  street  and 
a  man  wearing  a  red  handkerchief  is 
injured  by  the  bull,  he  is  liable  there- 
for, on  his  knowledge  of  the  bull's 
peculiarity  ;  Hudson  v.  Roberts,  6  Ex- 
cheq.  697  ;  Van  Leuven  v.  Lyke,  1  N. 
Y.  515  ;  Stumps  v.  Kelley,  22  111.  140  ; 
Jackson  v.  Smithson,  15  M.  &  W.  563, 
and  this  is  the  rule  of  the  Roman  law. 
See  Wharton  on  Negligence,  p.  999. 

2  In  Smith  v.  Pelah,  2  Strange,  1,264, 
the  defendant  kept  a  ferocious  dog, 
knowing  that  he  was  accustomed  to 
bite  mankind,  and  suffered  him  to  run 
at  large,  and  to  lie  at  his  door.-  The 
plaintiff,  on  entering  the  defendant's 
house,  stepped  upon  the  dog's  toes, 
and  was  bitten.  Lee,  C.  J.,  said  the 
injury  "  was  owing  to  his  not  hang- 
ing the  dog  when  he  first  had  notice, 
and  the  safety  of  the  king's  subjects 
ought  not  afterward  to  be  endangered. 
The  scienter  is  the  gist  of    the  action." 

In  Buxentine  v.  Sharp,  3  Salk.  13, 
the  defendant  kept  a  bull  accustomed 
to  fly  at  men.     The  plaintiff  was   in- 
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jured  by  the  bull,  and  alleged  in  his 
declaration  that  the  bull  was  "  accus- 
tomed to  run  at  men,"  but  did  not  al- 
lege that  the  defendant  kneio  of  its 
propensity  to  do  so.  The  plaintiff"  had 
a  verdict,  but  it  was  set  aside,  the 
court  refusing  to  presume  that  it  was 
proved  that  the  defendant  knew  the 
vicious  qualities  of  his  bull,  when 
such  knowledge  was  not  alleged.  Sat- 
chet  V.  Eltham,  Freem.  (K.  B.)  534; 
Michael  v.  Alstree,  1  Lev.  172 ;  Mason 
«.  Keeling,  12  Mod.  352 ;  Thomas  ®. 
Morgan,  3  M.  &  K.  496. 

In  May  v.  Burdett,  9  Q.  B.  101,  the 
plaintiff's  wife  was  injured  by  a 
monkey  belonging  to  and  kept  by  the 
defendant.  The  declaration  contained 
an  allegation  of  the  vicious  propensi- 
ties of  the  monkey,  and  that  the  same 
were  known  by  the  defendant ;  but  did 
not  allege  that  the  monkey  was  neg- 
ligently kept.  After  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff,  it  was  moved  in  arrest  of 
judgment  for  this  cause.  But  the 
motion  was  denied.  Lord  Denmax,  C. 
J.,  saying :  "  The  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  from  all  the  authorities  is,  that 
the  person  who  keeps  a  mischievous 
animal,  with  knowledge  of  its  propen- 
sities, is  bound  to  keep  it  secure  at  his 
peril,  and  that  if  it  does  mischief, 
negligence  is  presumed  without  ex- 
press averment.  The  negligence  is  in 
keeping  such  an  animal  after  notice.'^ 
Jenkins  v.  Turner,  1  Ld.  Rayd.  109  ; 
Anonymous,  1  Dyer,  25  h,  pi.  162;  1 
Viner's  Abr.  234,  Action. 

In  1  Dyer,  162,  25  b,  it  is  said  that  "in 
evidence  to  an  inquest  it  was  agreed  by 
FiTZHERBERT  and  Shelley  that  if  a 
man  have  a  dog  which  has  killed  sheep, 
the  master  of  the  dog  being  ignorant 
of  such  quality  and  property  of  the 
dog,  the  master  shall  not  be  punished 
for  that  killing.  Otherwise  is  it,  if  he 
have  notice  of  the  quality  of  the  dog." 
In  Dogge  V.  Cooke,  at  an  assize  (in  the 
24th  Eliz.),  before  Lord  Anderson, 
the  plaintiff  was  driven  to  put  in  evi- 
dence that  the  dog  was  used  to  kill 
sheep. 

In  Knight  v.  Cronet,  Noy.  10,  the  de- 
fendant was  sued  for  injuries  resulting 
from  his  "  dogs  chasing  the  plaintiff ^s 
sheep  and  pigs,  and  for  the  biting  of 
the  said  dogs  so  that  the  pigs  died. 
The  jurors  found  that  the  defendant 
was  not  guilty  except  as  to  one  sheep 
of  the  value  of  5s.  8d,  which  was  caused 
by  his  seryant's  command.    The  jurors 


being  demanded  whether  the  dogs  had 
been  accustomed  to  bite  e;ieep,  an- 
swered no,  whereupon  it  was  ordered 
that  the  plaintiff  take  nothing  by  his 
writ."  See  Bacon's  Abr.,  Pleas  B.',  4  V. 
346  ;  1  Viner's  Abr.,»Actions,  H.,  pi.  1  ; 
Traverse,  P.,  pi.  9 ;  Comyn's  Digest, 
Action,  Case  for  Negligence,  A.,  5 ; 
Buxendine  v.  Sharp,  2  Salk.  662 ;  3 
Sauud.  97  ;  Jenkins  v.  Turner,  2  Salk. 
662 ;  1  Ld.  Raym.  109 ;  1  Show.  539. 

It  is  not  enough  to  prove  that  the 
dog  is  of  a  fierce  and  savage  disposi- 
tion and  usually  tied  up  by  the  defend- 
ant, and  that  the  defendant  promised 
to  make  a  pecuniary  satisfaction  to 
the  plaintiff  for  the  injury.  The  sci- 
enter must  be  established  by  proper 
proof.  Beck  et  us.  ?).  Dvson,  4  Camp. 
197. 

In  Jackson  v.  Smithson,  15  M.  &  W. 
568,  the  plaintiff  brought  an  action  for 
injuries  received  from  being  butted  by 
the  defendant's  ram.  The  plaintiff 
alleged  that  the  defendant  wrongfully 
kept  said  ram,  well  knowing  that  it 
was  prone  to  attack  mankind,  but  did 
not  allege  that  it  was  negligently 
kept.  The  declaration  was  held  suffi- 
cient on  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment. 

In  Card  e.  Case,  13  Jur.  247,  which 
was  an  action  for  injuries  received 
from  a  vicious  dog,  the  defendant 
alleged  the  vicious  character  of  the 
dog  and  the  scienter.  Held  sufficient ; 
also,  that  a  plea  of  not  guilty  put  in 
issue  the  scienter.  See  also  Hogan  v. 
Sharpe,  7  Cr.  P.  755 ;  Hudson  v.  Rob- 
erts, L.  J.  Es.  299. 

In  Oakes  y.  Spaulding,  40  Vt.  347,  it 
was  held  that  the  owner  of  a  ram  ac- 
customed to  butt  mankind,  knowing 
of  its  propensities  is  bound  to  keep  it 
secure,  so  as  to  prevent  injury  there- 
from. In  that  case  the  ram  was  the 
property  of  two  persons,  and  one  of 
the  owners  took  it  from  the  other 
owner's  premises  in  his  absence,  and 
without  consultation  with,  or  permis- 
sion from  him,  and  the  injury  was 
done  while  so  on  the  premises  of  such 
joint  owner.  It  was  held  that  the 
joint  owner  from  whose  pasture  it 
was  taken  was  liable  for  the  injuries 
done  by  the  ram  while  in  the  other 
owner's  pasture  without  restraint ;  he 
having  given  no  directions  to  restrain 
the  ram,  or  having  been  consulted  in 
reference  to  its  care  or  management. 
Brown  v.  Carpe   ter,  26  Vt.  638. 
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injured/  or  if  in  the  day  time,  even  though  he  was  a  trespasser," 
or  was  upon  the  premises  after  having  been  warned  of  the  danger 
from  the  dog,  provided  the  person  was  bitten  or  injured,  while 
lawfully  uponfthe  premises.  There  is  no  question  but  that  a 
man  may  lawfully  keep  a  dog  for  household  protection,  or  any 
purpose  that  his  tastes  or  inclinations  may  dictate,  and  if  the  dog 
has  never  been  known  by  him  to  bite  or  attack  mankind,  or  to 
bite  or  attack  other  domestic  animals,  he  is  not  liable  for  the 
injuries  resulting  from  an  attack  made  by  the  dog  upon  either  a 
man  or  domestic  animals.  The  animal  being  Tnansuetae  naturae, 
its  keeping  is  lawful  until  its  viciousness  is  brought  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  owner,  but  after  such  notice,  in  the  language  of 
Lee,  Ch.  J.,  in  Smith  v.  Pelah,  2  Str.  1,264,  he  is  liable  for  all 
the  injuries  done  by  the  dog,  to  man  or  beast,  for  "  not  hanging 
the  dog  when  he  first  had  notice."  ^ 


1  Smith  v.  Pelah,  2  Strange,  1,264, 
where  plaintiff  stepped  on  the  dogs 
toes,  May  v.  Burdett,  9  Ad.  &  El.  (Q. 
B.)  101. 

■^  Loomis  V.  Terry,  17  Wend.  (N.  T.) 
496 ;  Sharpley  v.  Bartley,  4  ■  Sneed 
(Tenn.),  58.  But  I  apprehend  that 
the  question  of  liability  in  such  a  case 
would  depend  upon  the  character  of 
the  trespass,  and  as  to  whether  it  was 
trivial,  and  such  as  is  tolerated  by  a 
quasi  custom,  or-  whether  it  was  a 
trespass  that  was  wholly  unwar- 
ranted. 

^  In  Fleming  v.  Orr,  2  Macq.  (Sc.)  14, 
Lord  CocKBURN  said,  in  reference  to 
an  action  for  a  dog  worrying  sheep: 
"  Every  dog  is  entitled  to  at  least  one 
worry,"  and  the  rule  would  seem 
to  be  the  same  in  reference  to  its 
attacks  upon  mankind.  Every  dog 
seems  to  be  entitled  to  one  bite,  and 
every  bull  to  one  gore  at  a  man,  before 
its  owner  or  keeper  can  be  made  liable 
for  the  results  of  such  "playful" 
tricks  on  the  part  of  his  beasts. 

In  reference  to  the  necessity  of  prov- 
ing a  scienter.  Scribner  v.  Kelly,  38 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  14  ;  Vrooman  v.  Sawyer, 
13  Johns.  339  ;  Van  Leuven  v.  Lyke,  1 
N.  Y.  515  ;  Steele  v.  Smith,  3  E.  D. 
Smith(N.  Y.  C.  P.),  331. 

In  Earle  v.  Van  Alstyne,  8  Barb.  (N. 
Y.)  130,  the  defendant  kept  bees  near 
the  highway,  where  he  had  kept  them 


for  several  years  without  their  having 
done  any  damage  to  those  passing. 
The  plaintiff,  while  passing  with  his 
horse,  was  attacked  by  them,  and  they 
fell  upon  his  horse  and  stung  it  to 
death.  The  court  held  that  the  defend- 
ant could  not  be  made  chargeable  un- 
less he  kneiD  that  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  sting  horses,  or  had  such  a 
propensity.  Wolfe  v.  Chalker,  31 
Conn.  121 ;  Stumps  v.  Kelly,  22  111. 
140 ;  Popplewell  v.  Pierce,  10  Cush. 
(Mass.)  509  ;  Kittredge  v.  Elliott,  16  N. 
H.  77;  Wheeler  «.  Brant,  23  Barb. 
(N.  Y.)  255  ;  Marsh  v.  Jones,  21  Vt. 
.378.  But  one  instance  is  enough. 
Arnold  ■».  Norton,  25  Conn.  92  ;  Kitt- 
redge V.  Elliott,  ante ;  Cocherham  v. 
Nixon,  11  Ired.  _(N.  C.)  269.  And  that 
it  attacks  any  kind  of  domestic  animal. 
Pickering  «.  Orange,  2  111.  338.  But 
this  is  hardly  to  be  regarded  as  safe 
authority  unless  the  rule  is  applied  to 
its  natural  propensity.  See  author- 
ities cited  infra. 

In  Van  Leuven  v.  Lyke,  1  N.  Y.  515, 
where  the  defendant's  swine  escaped 
and  injured  the  plaintiff's  cow  and 
calf,  it  was  held  that  no  recovery  could 
be  had  without  proof  of  the  scienter. 

And  in  Tifft  v.  Tifft,  4  Den.  (N.  Y.) 
175,  it  was  held  that  without  proof  of 
scienter  no  recovery  could  be  had  even 
where  the  dog  was  set  upon  the  cattle 
by  the  defendant's  minor  child. 
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Sec.  760.  The  same  rule  applies  to  all  domestic  animals,  as 
bulls,'  rams,'  cows,"  horses,*  jacks,"  or  any  animal  that,  although 
domestic,  has  developed  vicious  traits  that  render  its  keeping  dan- 
gerous to  the  safety  of  mankind,  or  to  other  domestic  animals. 


Sec.  761.  It  is  not  necessary  to  show  that  the  owner  or  keeper 
of  a  vicious  dog  or  animal  has  seen  the  animal  attack  mankind ; 
it  is  sufficient  to  show  that  its  vicious  qualities  have  in  some  man- 
ner been  brought  to  his  knowledge,  so  that  he  can  fairly  be  said 
to  have  notice  thereof.  Thus,  if  the  owner  is  aware  that  such 
animals,  as  a  class,  will  attack  a  person  wearing  a  particular  color 
of  clothing,  or  that  it  will  attack  certain  kinds  of  domestic  ani- 
mals, this  is  evidence  from  which  the  jury  may  infer  that  the 
owner  or  keeper  had  knowledge  of  its  vicious  propensities.  But 
evidence  that  he  knew  that  it  had  attacked  animals  of  one  class, 
is  n(jt  evidence  from  which  knowledge  may  be  inferred  that  it 
would  attack  animals  of  another  class  ;  nor  is  it  evidence  to  show 
that  he  knew  it  would  attack  mankind.  Nor  is  evidence  that  he 
knew  that  it  had  attacked  a  man,  evidence  that  he  knew  that  it 


^^^le^e  the  scienter  is  alleged  and 
proved,  negligence  is  not  an  element, 
and  need  not  be  alleged  or  proved. 
McCaskell  v.  Elliott,  5  Strob.  ^S.  C.) 
196  ;  Wilkinson  v.  Parrott,  32  CaL  102  ; 
Framwell  v.  Little,  16  Ind.  251 ;  Dearth 
V.  Baker,  23  Wis.  73 ;  Logue  v.  Link,  4 
E.  D.  S.  (N.  T.  C.  P.)  63  ;  Decker  v. 
Gammon,  44  Me.  322 ;  Pickering  -o. 
Orange,  2  111.  492  ;  McManus  v.  Finan, 
4  Iowa,  283  ;  Smith  v.  Causey,  22  Ala. 
568. 

But  as  to  domestic  animals  whose 
natural  propensities  are  known,  the 
rule  is  that  the  owner  is  only  bound 
to  exercise  ordinary  care  when  their 
natural  propensities  only  lead  them  to 
commit  ordinarv  trespasses.  Mere- 
dith V.  Read,  26  Ind.  334  ;  Earle  v.  Van 
Alstyue,  8  Barb.  (X.  Y.)  630.  But  if 
the  owner  of  a  dog,  knowing  its  pro- 
pensity to  chase  game,  suffers  it  to  go 
at  large,  he  will  be  liable  for  its  de- 
struction of  pheasants  in  a  neighbor's 
woods,  even  though  they  are  being 
reared  under  a  domestic  hen.  Read 
D.  Edwards,  17  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  242. 

"  Cockerham  ■».  Nixon,  11  Ired.  (U. 


S.)  269  ;  Earhart  v.  Toungblood,  27 
Penn.  St.  427 ;  Hudson  v.  Roberts,  6 
Exchq.  699 ;  Buxentine  v.  Sharp,  3 
Salk.  13  ;  Blackman  v.  Simmons,  3  C. 
&  P.  138. 

^  Jackson  v.  Smithson,  15  M.  &  W. 
563  ;  Oakes  v.  Spaulding.  40  Vt.  347. 

*  Hewes  ».  McXamara,  106  Mass. 
281. 

■*  Michael  «.  Alestree,  1  Lev.  172 ; 
Goodman  v.  Gay,  15  Penn.  St.  188.  And 
it  seems  that  in  the  case  of  a  horse 
turned  loose  in  the  street  the  owner  is 
liable  if  he  injures  another,  even 
though  it  is  merely  done  in  a  playful 
mood.  Dickson  v.  McCoy,  39  N.  T. 
401.  And  in  such  cases  the  scienter 
need  not  be  alleged  or  proved,  as  the 
gist  of  the  action  is  the  negligence  in 
allowing  it  to  go  at  large  in  a  public 
place.  But  see  Cox  v.  Burridge,  13  C. 
B.  (N.  S.)  430,  where  it  was  held  that 
the  scienter  must  be  alleged  and 
proved.  But  this  case  has  been  the 
subject  of  much  unfavorable  comment, 
and  is  not  authoritative. 

6  Williams  v.  Dixon,  65  N.  C.  437. 
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would  attack  a  sheep ; '  but  such  evidence  is  sufficient  to  show  that 
he  was  aware  of  its  vicious  propensities,  and  is  enough  to  make 
him  chargeable  with  injuries  inflicted  by  it,  if  he  suffers  it  to  go 
at  large  whereby  injury  is  inflicted  upon  an  individual,  or 
another  domestic  animal  within  the  scope  of  such  special  notice. 


'  In  Hudson  «.  Roberts,  6  Eschq.  696, 
the  plaintiff  was  injured  while  passing 
along  the  highway,  wearing  a  red 
handkerchief  around  his  neck,  by  be- 
ing set  upon  by  the  defendant's  bull, 
which  the  defendant,  with  other  cattle, 
was  driving  along  the  street.  The 
defendant  said  that  it  was  the  red  hand- 
kerchief that  caused  him  to  do  it,  as 
he  knew  a  bull  would  run  at  any  thing 
red,  or  that  the  bull  would  do  so.  This 
was  all  the  evidence  there  was  to  es- 
tablish the  scienter,  and  after  verdict 
for  the  plaintifiF  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit 
was  made,  upon  the  ground  that  no 
scienter  was  proved.  But  the  court 
held  that  whether  the  defendant  said 
that  he  knew  that  a  bull,  or  that  the 
bull  would  run  at  any  thing  red,  was 
immaterial,  that  either  expression  was 
some  evidence  to  goto  the  jury  that  the 
defendant  knew  the  vicious  qualities 
of  the  bull. 

In  Worth  v.  Gilling,  2  L.  R.  (C.  P.) 
1,  it  was  held  that  the  plaintiff  need 
not  prove  that  the  dog  had  actually 
bitten  another  person  before  it  bit  him, 
but  that  it  was  enough  to  show  that 
the  defendant  knew  that  it  had  evinced 
a  savage  disposition  by  attempting  to 
bite  a  person. 

As  to  the  liability  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany for  injuries  to  a  passenger  from 
a  dog  belonging  to  a  stranger  that 
comes  to  the  station  without  fault  of 
the  company,  see  Smith  d.  Great  Eas- 
tern R.  R.  Co.,  3  L.  R.  (C.  P.)  4. 

In  Hartley  v.  Harriman,  2  B.  &  Aid. 
620 ;  2  Starkie,  212,  it  was  held  that 
proof  that  the  defendant  knew  that  his 
dog  had  been  accustomed  to  bite  men 
did  not  establish  knowledge  on  his 
part  that  it  would  bite  sheep. 

In  Jenkins  ».  Turner,  3  Salk.  13,  the 
declaration  alleged  that  the  defendant 
kept  a  boar  which  was  accustomed  to 
bite  animals,  and  that  he  knew  of  Dhia 
quality.  After  verdict  it  was  objected 
that  the  declaration  did  not  disclose  a 
good  cause  of  action,  because  it  did  not 
allege  what  kind  of  animals  the  boar 


had  been  accustomed  to  bite.  But  the 
court  said  that  it  would  be  presumed 
that  no  evidence  was  given  of  the  kill- 
ing or  biting  of  any  animal  but  of 
such  of  which  he  had  notice. 

In  Read  v.  Edwards,  17  C.  B.  246,  the 
defendant,  knowing  the  propensity  of 
his  dog  to  catch  game,  was  held  to 
charge  him  with  liability  for  the  de- 
struction of  young  pheasants,  being 
reared  by  a  domestic  fowl. 

In  establishing  the  scienter  evidence 
that  the  defendant  has  warned  persona 
to  beware  of  the  dog  lest  he  should  be 
bitten,  is  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  in 
support  of  the  allegation  that  the  dog 
is  accustomed  to  bite  mankind,  and 
knowledge  of  the  fact  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant.  Judge  v.  Cox.  1  Star- 
kie, 285.      • 

In  Buller's  Nisi  Prius,  77,  the  author 
says  :  "  If  one  knowingly  keep  a  dog 
accustomed  to  bite  sheep,  and  the  dog 
bite  a  horse,  it  is  actionable  ;  because 
the  owner,  after  the  first  mischief, 
ought  to  have  destroyed  or  hindered 
him  from  doing  any  more."  And  he  re- 
fers to  Jenkins  v.  Turner,  1  Ld.  Raym. 
110,  as  authority.  It  is  doubtful,  how- 
ever, whether  the  case  referred  to  sus- 
tains his  position,  as  the  very  ground 
of  the  motion  for  a  nonsuit  was,  that 
the  declaration  did  not  disclose  the 
kind  of  animals  which  the  dog  had 
been  accustomed  to  bite,  and  the  court 
upheld  the  verdict  upon  the  presump- 
tion that  the  evidence  disclosed  the  fact 
that  it  had  been  accustomed  to  attack 
animals  of  the  class  named  in  the 
declaration. 

In  Sayres  v.  Walsh,  12  Irish  Law 
Rep.  434,  which  was  an  action  for  in- 
juries to  the  plaintiff's  mare  by  being 
bitten  by  the  defendant's  dog  in  the 
street,  it  was  held  that  the  declaration 
of  the  defendant  that  he  was  "  sorry 
for  what  had  happened,  that  the  dog 
slipped  out  of  the  yard  without  his 
kno\ving  it,"  was  competent  evidence 
of  the  scienter. 
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It  is  not  enough  to  sliuw  that  he  knew  that  the  animal  was  fierce, 
but  it  must  also  be  shown  that  he  was  in  some  way  aware  that  its 
vicious  propensities  led  it  to  make  attacks  upon  men,  or  animals 
of  a  particular  class, '  or  the  recovery  must  be  predicated  entirely 
upon  the  negligent  keeping,  and  must  be  an  injury  in  accordance 
with  the  nature  and  disposition  of  the  animal.^  The  rule  is,  that 
for  all  injuries  inflicted  by  an  animal,  in  accordance  with  its  natural 
instincts,  the  owner  or  keeper  is  liable  without  special  knowledge, 
as  every  person  is  presumed  to  be  aware  of  the  natural  instincts 
or  habits  of  animals  in  his  care  or  custody.  Thus  a  person  hav- 
ing a  lion  or  bear  is  presumed  to  know  that  it  is  fierce  by  nature, 
and  will  attack  men,  or  other  animals,  even  though  it  never  has 
done  so.  So,  too,  the  owner  of  cattle  is  presumed  to  know  that 
it  is  their  nature  to  roam  ;  therefore,  if  they  escape  upon  the  fields 


1  Hudson  V.  Roberts,  6  Esclieq.  697 ; 
Jenkins  v.  Tui'ner,  1  Ld.  Rayd.  110. 

^  In  Judge  V.  Cox,  1  Starkie,  285,  it 
was  held  that  knowledge  of  the  fierce 
disposition  of  a  domestic  animal  is  not 
enough.  There  must  be  evidence  of 
knowledge  that  it  has  attacked  man- 
kind. But  in  Worth  v.  Gilling,  2  L.  R. 
(C,  P.)  1,  it  is  not  necessary  that  it 
should  actually  have  bitten  a  man.  It 
is  enough  to  show  that  he  knows  that 
it  has  sprung  at  them,  and  attempted 
to  bite. 

The  question  as  to  whether  the  de- 
fendant knew  the  vicious  qualities  of 
the  animal  is  one  of  fact  for  the  jury, 
Campbell  v.  Brown,  19  Penn.  St.  359  ; 
and  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the 
plaintiff.  Card  v.  Case,  5  C.  B.  (N.  S.) 
632 ;  May  v.  Burdett,  8  Ad.  &  El.  (Q. 
B.)  101.  The  dog  may  be  brought  into 
court  for  the  inspection  of  the  jury, 
on  the  question  of  disposition.  Line  v. 
Taylor,  3  Fost.&  Fin.  751.  Knowledge 
of  the  owner's  wife,  or  of  his  servants, 
may  be  sufficient  to  charge  the  de- 
fendant with  knowledge.  Gfladman  v. 
Johnson,  3  L.  J.  (C.  P.)  153.  See  Lav- 
erone  v.  Mangianti, •41  Cal.  138;.  10 
Am.  Rep.  269,  and  valuable  note  by 
the  reoorter.  Kelly  v.  Wade,  12  Irish 
L.  R.  424. 

-  In  Michael  v.  Alestree,  2  Lev.  172  ; 
1  Ventria,  295,  the  defendant  was  sued 
for  injuries  sustained  by  the  plaintiff 
from  being  kicked  by  a  young  horse. 


which  the  defendant  took  into  Lin- 
coln's Inn  Fields  (a  public  place)  for 
the  purpose  of  breaking.  No  scienter 
was  alleged.  After  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff,  it  was  moved  in  arrest  of 
judgment  that  the  injury  happened 
against  the  defendant's  will,  etc.  But 
the  court  said  :  "  It  was  the  defend- 
ant's fault  to  bring  a  wild  horse  into  a 
public  place  where  mischief  might 
probably  be  done.  Lately  in  this 
court  an  action  was  brought  against  a 
butcher  who  had  made  an  ox  run  from 
his  stall  and  gored  the  plaintiff,  and 
this  was  alleged  in  the  declaration  to 
be  in  default  of  penning  him." 

Wylde,  J.,  said  :  "  If  a  man  hath 
an  unruly  horse  in  his  stable,  and 
leaves  open  the  stable-door,  whereby 
the  horse  goes  forth  and  does  mischief, 
an  action  lies  against  the  master." 
TwiSDEN,  J.,  said  :  "  If  one  keeps  a 
tame  fox,  which  gets  loose  and  grows 
wild,  he  that  kept  him  before  shall 
not  answer  for  the  damage  the  fox 
doth  after  he  hath  lost  him,  and  he 
hath  resumed  his  wild  nature."  See 
Weaver  y.  Wand,  Hobart,  134,  for  the 
principle  upon  which  liability  is  pre- 
dicated in  this  species  of  actions. 

Mr.  Wharton  in  his  excellent  treatise 
upon  the  Law  of  Negligence,  923,  lays 
down  the  doctrine  that  the  scienter  is 
to  be  presumed  in  all  cases  "  where  it 
is  the  owner's  duty  to  know  of  the  ani- 
mal's viciousness."    Of  the  correctness 
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of  another  and  do  damage,  they  are  liable  without  knowledge  of 
their  ever  having  previously  done  so,  but,  when  the  animal  does 
that  which  is*  inconsistent  with  its  nature,  no  liability  attaches. 


of  this  proposition  as  a  mere  abstract 
proposition  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  at 
least,  as  applicable  to  most  of  the  agen- 
cies employed  by  men,  from  which 
mischief  may  result.  This  doctrine 
has  time  and  again  been  advanced  by 
the  courts.  But  the  learned  author,  in 
the  whole  range  of  authorities  to 
which  he  has  had  access,  has  been  un- 
able to  find  any  which  sustains  his 
position  as  applicable  as  a  legal  propo- 
sition to  animals  "  maiisneUte  naturae." 
The  doctrine  of  the  courts  in  reference 
to  mischief  arising  from  this  class  of 
animals  is  predicated  upon  sound  pub- 
lic policy,  and  for  the  protection  of 
their  owners.  The  law  does  not  pre- 
sume that  a  man  knows  the  disposition 
of  his  animals  to  do  mischief  which  is 
inconsistent  with  their  domestic  hab- 
its, and  the  cases  are  numerous  where 
this  proposition  has  time  and  again 
been  advanced.  All  the  presumptions 
are  in  favor  of  the  owner,  and  the  bur- 
den of  overcoming  them  is  with  the 
party  seeking  to  charge  him  with  lia- 
bility. The  case  of  Lynch  v.  Nurdin, 
1  Q.  B.  36,  in  no  measure  sustains  his 
position,  neither  does  it  advance  a  new 
doctrine.  In  that  case  the  gist  of  the 
action  was  not  the  defendant's  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact  that  his  horse  would 
run  away,  if  left  unattended  in  a  pub- 
lic street,  but  his  negligence  in.  leaving 
his  horse  unattended  there,  when  it  is 
generally  known  that  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  things  it  must  do  mischief  if 
it  took  fright  and  ran  away.  The  doc- 
trine of  that  case  is  as  old  as  the  courts, 
and  we  find  in  the  time  of  Charles  the 
Second  in  1688  a  case  where  the  owner 
of  a  horse  was  held  chargeable  for 
damages  by  reason  of  a  mau  being 
kicked  by  it  in  a  public  place,  where 
the  owner  was  exercising  it  to  accus- 
tom it  to  use.  The  court  held  in  that 
case  that  the  gist  of  the  action  was  the 
defendant's  negligence,  and  no  scienter 
was  alleged  or  proved.  Michael  y. 
Alestree,  1  Ventris,  395.  No  court  has 
ever  refused  relief  in  damages  to  a 
party  who  sustained  injuries  under  the 
circumstances  set  forth  in  Lynch  v. 
Nurdin.  Worth  v.  Gilling,  2  L.  R.  (C. 
P.)  1,  is  in  no  measure  in  support  of 
the  author's  position.     In  that  case  it 


was  proven  that  the  owner  knew  that 
the  dog  had  attempted  to  bite  people, 
and  the  court  held  that  this  was  com- 
petent evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  upon 
the  question  of  scienter.  And  in  this 
the  court  took  no  new  departure,  but 
only  followed  in  the  line  of  authori- 
ties that  had  grown  gray  from  their 
antiquity.  It  has  never  been  held  by 
the  courts  that  actual  proof  that  the 
owner  of  an  animal  had  seen  the  ani- 
mal attack  men  or  domestic  animals, 
was  necessary  in  order  to  establish  the 
scienter,  but  has  always  been  left  as 
a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury  to  find, 
from  such  facts  and  circumstances  as 
had  a  tendency  to  prove  knowledge.  In 
one  case  the  dog  was  brought  into  court 
that  the  jury  might  look  at  it  and 
judge  from  its  looks  and  appearances 
whether  it  was  so  vicious  that  its 
owner  must  have  known  of  its  vicious- 
ness.  Line  v.  Taylor,  3  Fost  &  Fin. 
731.  In  the  case  of  Knight  v.  Cronet, 
Noy.  10,  the  jury  found  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff  of  os.  4d,  for  injuries  in- 
flicted upon  one  sheep  by  the  defend- 
ant's dogs,  but,  with  all  the  evidence 
before  it  upon  that  point,  the  court  In- 
quired of  the  jury,  if  from  the  evi- 
dence they  found  that  the  defendant 
knew  that  his  dogs  would  bite  sheep, 
and  being  answered  in  the  negative, 
the  verdict  was  set  aside.  No  instance 
is  to  tfe  found  where  the  courts  have 
ever  disturbed  the  finding  of  a  jury 
upon  the  question  of  scienter  in  such 
cases,  where  there  was  any  evidence  to 
sustain  it.  The  rule  in  that  respect 
has  been  very  liberal  and  consistent 
with  the  best  interests  of  society.  It 
will  not  do,  on  the  one  hand,  to  hold 
the  owners  of  domestic  animals  to 
strict  liability  for  all  injuries  inflicted 
by  them  upon  man  or  beast,  without 
any  reference  to  the  question  of  the 
owner's  knowledge  of  the  animal's  vi- 
cious propensities,  neither,  on  the  other 
hand,  will  it  do  to  screen  them  from 
liability  where,  by  reason  of  its  vi- 
ciousness,  it  has  become  a  nuisance, 
and  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the 
people.  The  courts,  with  a  nice  regard 
to  the  rights  of  all,  have  establishedja 
doctrine  which  is  commendable  for  ita 
wisdom,  and  the  evenness  and  the  ex- 
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without   proof  or  knowledge '    of   its  propensity  to  do  the  par- 
ticular act  from  which  injury  arose. ' 

Sec.  762.  In  reference  to  the  right  of  a  person  to  keep  a  fero- 
cious dog  to  guard  his  property,  it  is  held,  and  with  much  pro- 
priety, by  some  of  the  courts,  that  such  keeping  is  not  excusable, 
except  in  such  instances  as  the  person  would  be  justified  in  set- 
ting a  spring  gun,  or  other  dangerous  device  for  the  protection 
of  his  property,  and  that,  as  to  all  injuries  done  by  it,  except  in 
such  instances  as  injuries  from  a  spring  gun  would  be  excusable, 
liability  attaches.^ 


Sec.  763.  It  is  held  that  the  owner  of  a  vicious  animal,  after 
notice  of  its  having  done  an  injury,  is  bound  to  secure  it  at  all 


actness  of  its  justice.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary, as  has  been  before  stated,  tbat 
the  owner  should  have  seen  his  ani- 
mals bite,  kick  or  gore  either  man  or 
beast  in  order  to  charge  him  with  lia- 
bility for  such  injuries.  The  vicious- 
ness  of  the  animal,  the  length  of  time 
that  its  vicious  tendencies  have  existed, 
the  situation  of  the  owner  or  keeper 
in  reference  to  the  animal,  are  all 
proper  Elements  to  be  considered  by 
the  jury,  and  are  facts  from  which, 
without  evidence  of  positive  knowl- 
edge, knowledge  may  be  found.  Jurors 
seldom  make  mistakes  in  these  cases, 
and  the  rule  has  never  yet  been  found 
to  operate  harshly.  Courts  will  be 
slow,  as  to  domestic  animals,  to  pre- 
sume, from  the  mere  fact  that  they 
are  pi'oved  vicious,  without  other  proof 
of  the  owner's  relation  to  the  animal, 
and  his  opportunity  to  know  their  hab- 
its, that  the  owner  knew  that  the  ani- 
mal had  become  so  vicious  as  to  be  a 
nuisance,  and  render  its  owner  liable. 
The  rule  suggested  by  Mr.  Wharton 
would  serve  to  cure  no  evil,  but  would 
rather  open  the  door  to  much  more 
conflict  than  now  exists,  and  would 
operate  harshly  in  many  instances ; 
but  practically,  it  is  an  element  which 
jurors  have  a  right  to  consider,  and 
which  they  do  consider  in  connection 
with  the  viciousness  of  the  animal,  the 
owner's  relation  to  it,  and  his  opportun- 
ity to  know  its  habits  and  propensities. 
'  Van  Leuven  -a.  Lyke.  1  N.  T.  515 ; 
Stun^.ps  v.  Kelly,  22  111.  140.  See  sec. 
908,  Wharton's   Law   of    Negligence, 


where  the  author  gives  the  doctrine 
applicable  to  this  class  of  injuries,  and 
the  reason  for  it. 

■^  See  authorities  cited  under  sec.  76. 

3  In  Wolf  V.  Chalker,  31  Conn.  131, 
the  court  says  :  "  A  ferocious  dog  is  a 
dangerous  instrument  for  a  protection, 
and  placing  him  for  that  purpose  can 
only  be  justified  in  cases  where  the 
placing  of  concealed  instruments  may 
be  justified  to  prevent  a  felony.  Nor 
can  such  use  of  him  by  the  owner, 
under  his  personal  direction,  be  justi- 
fied, where  a  like  degree  of  injury 
may  not  be  inflicted  lawfully  by  a  dif- 
ferent instrument . 

In  Brock  v.  Copeland,  1  Esp.  203,  in 
a  case  where  a  carpenter  kept  a  fero- 
cious dog,  which  was  kept  shut  up  all 
day,  but  was  let  loose  at  night  for  the 
protection  of  the  house  and  yard, 
which  injured  the  plaintiff's  foreman 
who  went  to  the  yard  at  night.  It  was 
held  that  no  recovery  could  be  had, 
because  a  man  had  a  right  to  keep  a 
dog  to  protect  his  house  and  yard. 
But  it  is  evident  from  what  Lord 
Kenyon  said  in  reference  to  the  owner 
of  the  bull,  that  the  ground  upon 
which  the  action  was  held  not  to  lie, 
was  because  the  plaintifE  was  a  tres- 
passer in  the  yard,  and  knew  that  the 
dog  was  there,  and  its  ferocious  nature 
A  man  cannot  keep  a  dog  even  to  watch, 
his  premises,  knowing  it  to  be  fero- 
cious, in  a  situation  where  it  is  liable  to 
injure  a  person  entering  the  premises 
upon  lawful  business. 
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events,  and  is  liable  to  parties  subsequently  injured,  if  the  mode 
he  has  adopted  to  secure  it  proves  insufficient.  But  this  can  be 
reasonably  extended  only  to  such  injuries  as  result  to  one  who  is 
lawfully  on  the  ownei-'s  premises,  and  who  is  not  a  trespasser, 
and  who  has  not,  after  being  warned  of  the  clanger,  contributed 
to  the  injury  by  his  own  recklessness  and  carelessness.'  If  a 
dog  is  secured  by  a  chain  near  a  path  leading  to  its  owner's  house, 
this  does  not  excuse  the  owner  from  liability  if  the  chain  is  so 
long  that  the  dog  can  reach  and  attack  one  going  over  the  path, 
nor  if  the  chain  proves  insufficient  to  confine  the  dog,  even 
though  it  is  being  teased  by  a  child.^  But  if  the  dog  is  kept  in 
a  kennel  or  yard,  where  a  stranger  has  no  right  to  go,  and  he 


'  In  Sarch  v.  Blackburn,  4  C.  &  P. 
300,  the  court  held  that  a  person  can- 
not recover  for  damages  for  an  injury 
received  from  the  bite  of  a  dog  placed 
in  a  yard  for  the  protection  of  out- 
houses, unless  he  had  such  reasonable 
and  justifiable  cause  for  being  there 
as  might  be  pleaded  in  in  answer  to 
an  action  for  trespass ;  and  it  was  held 
that  he  was  lawfully  there,  the  fact 
that  there  was  notice  in  large  letters 
on  a  board,  warning  persons  to  beware 
of  the  dog,  would  be  no  protection  from 
liability.  It  was  also  held  that,  even 
though  there  were  two  entrances,  by 
one  of  which  he  might  have  entered 
without  injury,  would  make  no  differ- 
ence. This  decision  of  the  court  was 
predicated  upon  the  doctrine  of  Bird  v. 
Holbrook,  1  Moore  &  Payne,  607,  which 
was  a  case  where  the  defendant  set  a 
spring  gun  upon  his  premises,  without 
notice  of  the  fact,  and  the  plaintiff  en- 
tering the  premises  in  pursuit  of  four 
of  his  fowls,  came  in  contact  with  it, 
and  was  injured,  and  the  court  held 
that  he  was  entitled  to  recover.  But 
it  is  evident  from  the  language  of  both 
cases  that,  if  the  plaintiff  had  haa  ac- 
tual notice  of  the  presence  of  the  dog 
and  of  the  spring  gun,  and  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the  danger  in  entering  the 
premises,  his  entry  would  have  been 
Buch  contributory  negligence  as  would 
have  prevented  a  recoveiy.  Brook  v. 
Copeland,  1  Esp.  203  ;  Loomis-y.  Terry, 
17  Wend.  496  ;  Sheaf y  v.  Bartlev,  4 
Sneed  (Tenn.),  5  ;  Curtis  «.  Mills,  5  C.  & 
P.  489  ;  Charlwood  v.  Greig,  3  Car.  & 
Kir.  48. 


2  Mann  ■».  Eeed, 4  Allen  (Mass.),  481. 
The  principle  upon  which  these  de- 
cisions rest  is,  that  ferocious  animals 
liable  to  do  injury  to  men  or  property 
are  nuisances,  and  their  keeping  after 
notice  of  such  knowledge  is  so  wrong- 
ful, that  the  owner  is  held  chargeable 
for  any  neglect  to  keep  the  animal  so 
that  it  can  do  no  damage  to  a  person 
who,  without  essential  fault,  is  injured 
thereby. 

In  Jones  v.  Perry,  3  Esp.  482,  the  de- 
fendant kept  a  dog  reputed  ^  have 
been  bitten  by  a  mad  dog.  He  had  it 
confined  in  his  cellar  by  a  rope  or 
chain,  but  the  rope  or  chain  was  so 
long  as  to  admit  of  its  going  to  the 
curb-stone  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street,  if  it  should  escape  from  the 
yard.  On  the  day  in  question  the  dog 
broke  through  the  wicker  gate  and 
escaped  into  the  street  and  bit  and 
lacerated  the  plaintiff's  child  so  that 
it  afterward  died  of  hydrophobia.  The 
action  was  upheld,  and  the  fact  that  it 
was  reputed  that  the  dog  had  been 
bitten  by  a  mad  dog  was  allowed  to  be 
given  in  evidence.  Lord  Kexton  said : 
"  Report  had  said  that  the  dog  had  been 
bitten  by  a  mad  dog,  and  it  became  the 
duty  of  the  defendant  to  be  very-cir- 
cumspect. Whether  the  dog  was  mad 
or  not  was  a  matter  of  suspicion.  It 
is  not  suflicient  to  say  "  I  did  use  a 
certain  precaution.  He  ought  to  have 
used  such  precaution  as  -would  have  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  the  animal  to  do 
hurt."  The  same  rule  applies  to  a 
ferocious  dog,  known  by  its  owner  or 
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goes  there  knowiug  of  the  presence  of  the  dog,  and  for  no  law- 
ful purpose,  and  is  injured,  no  liability  can  be  predicated  against 
the  owner  or  keeper,  any  more  than  as  though  the  injury  had 
been  inflicted  by  a  lion,  by  one's  entering  the  cage,  for  the  owner 
is  only  bound  to  keep  the  animal  so  that  it  shall  not  escape  from 
his  premises  or  injure  any  one  lawfully  entering  them.^  But,  if 
the  dog  should  be  kept  in  a  yard  upon  his  premises,  with  a  gate 
opening  into  it  from  the  street  or  an  adjoining  lot,  and  a  person 
in  seeking  to  enter  his  premises  for  a  lawful  purpose  should  inad- 
vertently open  the  gate  and  be  attacked,  he  would  undoubtedly 
be  liable,  nor  would  a  warning  posted  over  the  gate  to  beware  of 
the  dog  excuse  him,  unless  the  person  injured  saw  it  and  under- 
stood its  purport.^  \ 

Sec.  764:.  Ferocious  animals  accustomed  to  bite,  attack  or  injure 
mankind  are  regarded  as  nuisances,  and  any  person  injured  thereby 
may  kill  them.  But  the  right  to  kill  them  stands  upon  the  same 
grounds  as  the  right  to  abate  any  other  nuisance,  it  cannot  be 
done  until  it  has  actually  become  a  nuisance  to  them  either  by 
committing  an  actual  injury  to  his  person  or  domestic  animals,  or 
is  in  a  situation  where  injury  will  be  inflicted  if  not  prevented  by 
force.  It  is  not  necessary  that  a  man  should  wait  until  he  is 
actually  bitten  by  a  dog,  or  until  his  sheep  or  cattle  are  actually 

keeper  to  be  accustomed  to  bite.  Ma-  whether  the  plaintiff  was  bound  to 
son  V.  Kuling,  12  Mod.  333.  take  notice  of  the  danger,  as  he  had 
In  Curtis  v.  !Mills,  5  G.  &  P.  4S9,  the  been  warned  on  a  previous  day  that 
defendant  kept  a  fierce  dog,  knowing  the  dog  was  there.  But  that  while  the 
its  propensity  to  bite  mankind.  He  defendant  was  bound  to  take  common 
kept  the  dog  chained  in  the  yard,  but  care,  or  else  he  could  not  recover,  yet 
any  one  going  from  the  yard  gate  to  they  had  a  right  to  look  at  this  with 
the  stables  would  be  within  reach  of  reference  to  the  master  of  the  dog  be- 
the  dog,  notwithstanding  the  chain,  ing  present  with  him,  and  the  judge 
While  the  defendant  was  lawfully  said  that  in  his  opinion  the  plaintiff 
passing  from  the  gate  to  the  stable  the  was  entitled  to  recover.  There  was  a 
dog  sprang  at  and  bit  him.  The  plain-  verdict  for  the  plaintiff.  Kelly  v.  Til- 
tiff  had  been  warned  on  a  previous  day  ton,  3  Keyes  (X.  T.),  263  ;  McKone  v. 
to  beware  of  the  dog.  Tikdal,  C.  J.,  Wood,  5  C.  &  P.  1 ;  Blackman  v.  Sim- 
charged  the  jury  that  the  first  question  mons,  3  id.  138;  Sarch  p.  Blackburn, 
was  whether  the  dog  was  of  a  savage  4  id.  297. 

disposition  to  the  knowledge   of  the  '  Brock   v.   Copeland,    1    Esp.   203; 

defendant ;  and  that  the  nest  question  Wolf  c.  Chalker,  31  Conn.  121 ;  Jones  t. 

was  whether  the  dog  was  so  placed  that  Perry,  2  Esp.  482. 

the  plaintiff,  by  the  exercise  of  com-  -  Sarch  c.  Blackburn,  4  C.  »fc  P.  292 

mon  care,  might  have  avoided  it ;  and,  Curtis  o.  Mills,  5  id.  489. 
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bitten,  but  he  must  wait  until  he  is  attacked  or  positively  sure  to 
be,  before  he  can  exercise  this  right.'  The  right  to  kill  does  not 
exist  because  the  animal  is  trespassing ;  tor  an  ordinary  trespass 
the  remedy  is  by  action.^  But  when  he  or  his  animals  are 
attacked,  or  positively  sure  to  be,  the  animal  may  be  killed." 

Sec.  765.  Mad  dogs,  or  dogs  reasonably  suspected  of  having 
been  bitten  by  a  rabid  animal,  are  nuisances,  and  may  be  killed  by 
any  person,  if  at  large,  off  from  the  owner's  premises.  But  in 
order  to  justify  the  killing  for  such  a  cause  the  person  must  be 
able  to  show  that  the  dog  is  mad,  or  is  reasonably  suspected  of 
having  been  bitten  by  a  rabid  animal,  and  the  animal  must  be  at 
large,  off  from  the  owner's  premises,  or  in  a  situation  that  it  is 
liable  to  escape.* 

Sec.  ^QQ.  The  same  rule  prevails  with  reference  to  injuries 
from  dogs,  as  in  reference  to  other  nuisances,  any  person  who 
owns,  keeps  or  harbors  the  dog  may  be  made  liable  for  the  inju- 
ries committed  by  it.^ 

Sec.  767.  Dogs  accustomed  to  bark  at  night,  and  to  disturb  the 
neighborhood  by  their  noise,  are  nuisances,  and  may  be  killed  by 
any  person  annnoyed  thereby.* 

'  Wolf  V.   Clialker,   31    Conn.   131  ;  premises,    see    McAneany  ■».    Jewett, 

Brown  v.  Carpenter,  26  Vt.  638  ;  King  10  Allen  (Mass.),  151  ;  Perry  v.  Phipps, 

«.   Kline,  6  Penn.    St.  318 ;  Brown  v.  10  Ired.  (N.  C.)  359. 

Hobinger,  53  Barb.   (N.  Y.)  15  ;  Mas-  ^  Y\sh.  v.  Skut,  31  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  383  ; 

well«.  Patnam,  31  Wend.(N.Y.)307;  Hewes  «.  McNamara,  106  Mass.  281; 

Lutz  V.  Stroke,  6  S.  &  R.  (Penn.)  34  ;  Marsh  ».  Jones,  31  Vt.  878 ;  McKone  «. 

People  V.  Board  of  Police,  15  Abb.  Pr.  Wood,  5  C.  &  P.  1. 

(N.  S.)  167  ;  Dunlap  v.  Snyder,  17  Barb.  In  Smith  v.  Great  Eastern  R.  R.  Co., 

(N.  Y.)  561  ;  Williams  v.  Dixon,  65  N.  3  L.  R.  (C.  P.)  4,  it  was  held  that  a  per- 

C.  417;  Killett  ■».  Stannard,  3  Irish  C.  son  is  not  liable  for  injuries  inflicted 

L.  R.  156.  by  a  strange  dog  which  he  has  driven 

■''  Morris  v.  Nugent,  7  C.  &  P.  573  ;  away,  and  which  is  on  his  premises 

Wright    V.   Ramscott,    1    Saund.    84 ;  without   his  consent  and  against "  his 

Vine  V.  Lord  Cawdor,  11  East,  568.  will.     The  keeping,  in  order  to  charge 

3  See  note  1 ,  supra.  one  with  liability,  must  be  voluntary, 

*  Wolf  V.   Chalker,    31   Conn.   131;  must  be  such  that  the  person  can  fairly 

Putnam  v.  Payne,  13  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  be  said  to  harbor  it.     To  voluntarily 

313  ;  Dunlap  ».  Snyder,  17  Barb.  (N.  permit  it  to  remain  and  stay  upon  his 

Y.)    561  ;    -Maxwell    v.    Putnam,    31  premises.     McKone  ■».  Wood,  ante. 

Wend.  (N.  Y.)  407.     As  to  liability  for  «  Brill  v.  Flagler,  33  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 

pursuing  and  killing   on  the   owner's  354. 


REMEDIES   IN   EQUITY.  811 

Sec.  768.  The  keeping  of  a  tierce  dog  near  a  public  footway, 
or  a  path  over  which  one  has  a  right  to  pass,  is  a  nuisance,  oper- 
ating as  an  obstruction,  rendering  the  person  keeping  it  there,  if 
on  a  public  footway,  liable  to  indictment,  and  if  upon  a  private 
footway,  to  an  action  as  for  an  obstruction ;  and  in  either  case  liable 
to  an  action  in  favor  of  any  person  injured  thereby.' 


CHAPTER  TWENTY-FIFTH. 

REMEDIES   m    EQUITY. 

Sec.  769.  Grounds  upon  wMcli  equity  predicates  its  jurisdiction. 

770.  Irreparable  injury  defined. 

771.  Amount  of  damage  not  material. 

773.  Continuous  and  constantly  occurring  grievance  defined. 

773.  Substantial  right  defined. 

774.  Distinction  between  an  injury  to  a  right  and  actual  injury  to  property. 

775.  Distinction  between  injury  and  damage. 

776.  Damage  defined. 

777.  Riglit  need  not  be  first  settled  at  law. 

778.  Equity  will  take  exclusive  jurisdiction,  when. 

779.  The  fact  that  a  party  has  a  legal  remedy  not  material. 

780.  A  substantial  right  of  property  must  be  affected. 

781.  The  real  test  to  determine  equitable  relief. 

782.  When  injuries  to  a  "mere  convenience"  will  be  enjoined. 

783.  Who  may  maintain  a  bill. 

784.  Equity  will  settle  all  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  certain  cases. 

785.  Equity  jurisdiction,  concurrent  with  that  of  court  of  law. 

786.  Perpetual,  preliminary  and  mandatory  injunctions. 

787.  Against  whom  bills  should  be  brought. 

788.  Injunctions  against  threatened  nuisances. 

789.  What  the  bill  in  such  cases  should  contain. 

790.  The  same  continued.  

791.  Injunctions    against   interference   with    comfortable   enjoyment  of 

property. 

792.  Mere  inconvenience  resulting  from  lawful  act  will  not  be  enjoined. 

793.  Each  case  rests  upon  its  peculiar  circumstances. 

794.  Extensiveness  or  expensiveness  of  works  no  reason  for  refusing  tc 

enjoin. 

1  Granger  v.  Finlav,  7  Irish  0.  L.  Rep.  417. 
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Sec.  795.  Locality  to  be  considered. 

796.  Ladies  of  a  party  may  deprive  him  of  equitable  relief. 

797.  A  party  may  not  sleep  upon  his  rights. 

798.  What  amounts  to  acquiescence. 

799.  Injunction  after  verdict  at  law. 

800.  Several  persons  acting  separately  may  be  joined  as  defendants  in 

certain  cases. 

801.  Instances  of  trades  against  vrhich  equity  has  granted  relief. 

802.  Injunctions  to  restrain  interference  with  water  rights. 

803.  Injunctions  against  injuries  to  lateral  and  subjacent  support  of  lands. 

804.  Injunctions  against  interference  with  party  walls. 

805.  Special  franchises. 

806.  Instances  of. 

807.  Natural  franchises. 

808.  Effect  of  answer  denying  all  the  equities  of  the  bill. 

809.  The  retention  or  dissolution  of  the  inj  unction  upon  coming  in  of  full 

answer,  a  matter  of  discretion. 

810.  The  motives  of  the  plaintiff  not  material. 

811.  Injunctions  to  restrain  public  nuisances  at  the  suit  of  private  parties. 

812.  What  the  bill  should  contain. 

813.  Injunctions  against  public  companies,  when  granted. 

814.  Verdict  at  law  conclusive  upon  question  of  right. 

Sec.  769.  The  preventive  remedy  for  nuisances,  aside  from 
abatement  by  act  of  the  party,  is  by  injunction  issuing  out  of  a 
court  of  equity.^  Formerly  this  power  was  exercised  sparingly, 
and  only  in  extreme  cases,  at  least  until  after  the  right  and  the 
question  of  nuisance  had  been  first  settled  at  law.  But  now  the 
only  remedy  for  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance,  except  where  special 
provision  is  made  therefor  by  statute,  is  in  a  court  of  equity,  and 
the  jurisdiction  is  predicated  upon  the  broad  ground  of  preventing 
irreparable  injury,  interminable  litigation,  a  multiplicity  of  actions, 
and  the  protection  of  rights. 

'  Lord  Hardwicke   in    The    Fish-  not  susceptible  of  adequate  compensa- 

monger's  Co.  v.  The  East  India  Co.,  1  tion  in  damages,  or  where  the  injury  is 

Dick.  163,  placed  the  jurisdiction  of  a  a   constantly   recurring    grievance    a 

court  of  equity  over  nuisances   upon  court  of  equity  will  interpose  by  in- 

"that  head  of  mischief,  that  sort  of  junction.     Dana  v.  Valentine,  5  Mete, 

material  injury  to  the  comfort  of  the  (Mass.)  8;  Mitford's  Pleadings,  Jeremy, 

existence  "  of  those,  who  are  affected  144 ;  N.  Y.  v.  Mapes,  6  Johns.  Ch.  (N. 

by  the  nuisance,  "  requiring  a  power  to  Y.)  46  ;  Porter  v.  Witham,  17  Me.  292  ; 

prevent  as  well  as  to  remedy  an  evil,  McCord  v.  Iker,  12  Ohio  St.  387 ;  Arnold 

for  which  damages,  more  or  less,  would  ®.  Klepper,  24  Mo.  273;  Rhea  «.  For- 

be  given  in  a  court  of  law."  syth,  37   Penn.  St.   503  ;  '  Mohawk   v. 

Lord  Eldon  in  Attorney-General  v.  Artcher,  6  Paige  (X.  Y.),  83 ;  Earl  of 

Kichol,   16   Ves.  342,  343  ;  Crowdert).  Ripon  v.  Hobart,  Cooper,  343  ;  3  Mv.  & 

Tinkler,  19  id.  617.   Where  the  injury  is  K.  169 ;  Carlisle  v.  Cooper,  21  N.  J.  576 ; 
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Xorris  V.  Hill,  1  Mann  (Mich.),  202. 
Where  equity  affords  a  more  adequate 
remedy.  Bemis  c.  Upham,  13  Pick. 
(Mass.)  171.  Where  the  injury  is  such 
that  an  action  at  law  cannot  afford  the 
relief  to  which  the  partv  is  entitled. 
Milhau  V.  Sharp,  28  Barb!  (N.  T.)  228  ; 
Crump  V.  Lambert,  3  L.  R.  Eq.  409  ; 
Wilson  V.  Townsend,  Dr.  &  Sm.  329. 
Equity  will  afford  a  corrective  as  well 
as  preventive  remedv.  Penn.  r.  Wheel- 
ing Bridge  Co.,  13'How.  (U.  S.)  372. 
And  where  the  injury  is  continuous 
and  constantly  recurring,  equity  can 
alone  afford  proper  relief,  and  will  do 
it,  if  warranted,  by  mandatory  injunc- 
tion. Corning  v.  Troy  Iron  and  Kail 
Factory,  40  X.  t.  191.' 

Where  the  injury  is  such  that  it 
cannot  be  fairly  compensated  in  dam- 
ages ;  or  if  it  is  of  such  a  continuous 
nature  as  to  operate  as  a  constantly 
recurring  grievance,  equity  will  inter- 
fere to  protect  the  rights  of  parties 
against  those  whose  ^rrongf  ul  acts  in- 
flict the  injury,  even  though  the  actual 
damage  is  small.  Dent  v.  Auction  Mart 
Association,  3-5  L.  J.  (Ch.)  555 ;  Bos- 
tock  V.  No.  Staffordshire  R.  R.  Co.,  3 
Sm.  &  G.  2S3 ;  Attorney-General  t. 
Southampton,  1  Giff.  363.' 

If  a  clear  legal  right  is  injured,  and 
its  destruction  threatened,  courts  of 
equitv  will  interpose.  Herz  v.  Union 
Bank"  of  London,  2  Giff.  686  ;  Goose  t. 
Bedford,  21  W.  R.  449;  Walker  t. 
Brewster,  5  L.  R.  Eq.  Cas.  25. 

A  wide  distinction  is  made  between 
a  temporary  and  a  continuous  and  con- 
stantly recurring  nuisance.  Swaine  v. 
Great'  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  4  De  G.  J. 
&  S.  211. 

The  control  of  a  court  of  equity 
over  nuisances  is  of  a  preventive  char- 
acter, aud  therefore  it  will  not  inter- 
fere after  the  injury  is  done,  unless 
the  act  constitutes  a  continuous  nui- 
sance, or  to  prevent  its  threatened  repe- 
tition, Attornev-General  r.  R.  R.  Co. ,  2 
Green  (N.  J.),'  136 ;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3 
Sand.  (N.  Y.)  126. 

A  court  of  equity  has  concurrent 
jurisdiction  with  a  court  of  law  over  a 
private  nuisance,  but,  if  it  appears 
that  a  court  of  law  can  afford  the  party 
complete  and  adequate  relief,  the  bill 
will  be  dismissed  ;  and  the  bill  will  be 
dismissed  as  a  matter  of  course,  un- 
less it  shows  that  the  plaintiff  cannot 
have  proper  relief  at  law,  Parker  v. 
Winnepisogee,  etc.,  Co.,  2  Black  (U. 
S.t.  545. 


An  injunction  is  a  proper  remedy  to 
stay  mischief  resulting  from  a  public 
nuisance,  Attorney-General  i\  Butt,  5 
Ves.  129 ;  Attorney-General  o.  Nichol, 
16  id.  338;  A'ttorney-General  ». 
Forbes,  2  M.  &  K.  124  ;  or  to  restrain 
purprestures.  People  v.  Vanderbilt,  26 
N.  Y.  287  ;  Attorney-General  c.  Rich- 
ards, 2  Ansth.  603,  and  cases  there 
cited  ;  Attornev-General  v.  Johnson, 
Wils.  87. 

The  court  interferes  only  where  the 
nuisance  is  a  nuisance  at  law,  and 
where  damages  would  be  there  given, 
even  though  no  more  than  nominal, 
Duke  of  Grafton  v.  Hilliard,  18  Ves. 
219;  Lord  Kilmore  v.  Thackeray,  3 
Bro.  C.  C.  65  ;  and  will  not  interfere 
unless  the  injury  will  admit  of  some 
pecuniarv  recovery.  Earl  of  Bathurst 
V.  Burden,  2  Bro.  C.  0.  65. 

Where  an  injury  is  long  continued, 
or  threatens  to  be  continuous,  a  court 
of  equitv  ought  to  interfere,  Coulson 
V.  White,  Atk.  21 ;  Bock  v.  Stacy,  3 
RusseU,  121. 

It  is  not  necessarily  the  case,  be- 
cause a  person  has  no  remedy  at  law, 
that  a  court  of  equity  will  not  inter- 
fere. The  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of 
equity  is  far  more  extensive  than  that 
of  a  court  of  law.  It  is  the  very  fact 
that  a  court  of  law  cannot  afford  am- 
ple redress  for  all  injuries,  or  even  an j 
redress  for  some,  that  called  courts  of 
equity  into  existence,  hence  when  a 
right  is  violated,  even  though  it  is  a 
merely  equitable  right,  which  a  court 
of  law  could  not  redress,  equity  will 
interfere,  Corey  v.  Yarmouth,  etc.,  R. 
R.  Co.,  3  Hare,"607  ;  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria r.  Day,  3  D.  F.  &  J.  55,254. 

It  is  sufficient  if  a  party  can  satisfy 
the  court  that  a  right  is  violated  which 
shotild  be  protected,  and  that  irrepar- 
able injury  results  either  from  the  lack 
of  power  in  a  court  of  law  to  give  re- 
lief, or  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  re- 
lief when  obtained,  Dvke  v.  Tavlor,  3 
D.  F.  &  J.  467 ;  Wood  r.  Sutcliffe,  8 
Eng.  Law&  Eq.217 ;  Corv  r.  Yarmouth, 
etc.,  R.  R.  Co.,  ante;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bat- 
tersbv.  8  Hare,  70  ;  Earl  of  Ripon  v. 
Hobart.  3  Mv.  &  K.  175  ;  Child  t  Doug- 
lass, 5  D.  M.  &G.  741. 

Indeed,  a  court  of  equity  will  some- 
times give  relief,  where  there  has  been 
an  adverse  decision  in  a  court  of  ^aw 
But  these  cases  are  rare,  and  "est 
upon  peculiar  arounds,  Ollendorf  o. 
Black,  4  D.  G.  &  S.  211. 

It  will  sometimes    interfere   to   re- 
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strain  the  collection  of  a  judgment  at 
law  for  a  nuisance  where  the  party,  by 
his  own  act,  lias  placed  himself  in  a 
position,  by  acquiescence  in  the  nui- 
sance, or  other  act,  so  that  the  enforce- 
ment of  his  legal  right  would  be  a  vir- 
tual fraud  upon  the  defendant ;  in  such 
a  case,  the  defendant  must  be  free 
fron~  fault,  Williams  v.  Earl  of  Jersey, 

I  Cr.  &  Ph.  92  ;  Nicholson  v.  Hooper,  4 
My.  &  Cr.  179  ;  Gerrard  y.  O'Reiley,  2 
Con.  &  Law.  165 ;  Jones  v.  The  Royal 
Canal  Co.,  3  Molloy,  319.  See  Bank- 
hardt  v.  Houghton,  27  Beav.  425,  for  a 
careful  statement  and  discussion  of  the 
doctrine  of  equitable  estoppel.  Mere 
failure  to  remonstrate  is  not  enough. 
"There  must  be  wrong  on  one  side, 
and  freedom  from  blame  on  the  otlier,'^ 
3  Phila.  363  ;  Carlisle  «.  Cooper,  21  N. 
J.  576. 

Where  the  right  of  a  party  seeking 
equitable  relief  is  admitted,  but  the 
violation  of  it  is  denied,  the  party 
must  have  stated  facts  in  his  bill  that 
show  a  violation  of  it,  and  must  sus- 
tain it  by  proof  on  trial.  Imperial 
Gas  Co.  V.  Broadbent,  7  H.  L.  600 ;  Earl 
of  Ripon  «.  Hobart,  3  My.  &  K.  169. 
Or,  if  the  injunction  is  sought  to  re- 
strain a  threatened  injury,  that  the  act 
if  carried  out  will  be  a  violation  of  the 
right .  set  up.  Emperor  of  Austria  v. 
Day,  3  D.  P.  &  J.  217.  An  injunction 
will  not  be  issued  to  restrain  a  threat- 
ened nuisance  unless  the  facts  stated 
in  the  bill  clearly  establish  it. 

Wicks  v.  Hunt,  Johns.  (Eng.)  373 ; 
Haines  v.  Taylor,  10  Beavan,  75  ;  Han- 
son D.  Gardner,  7  Ves.  307  ;  Attorney- 
General  V.  Steward,  30  N.  J.  415  ;  Dun- 
can V.  Hayes,  22  id.  33 ;  Rhodes  u.  Dun- 
bar, 57  Penn.  St.  374 ;  Dennis  v.  Eck- 
hardt,  54  id.  315  ;  Thiebault-w.  Conover, 

II  Fla.  And  this  must  appear  beyond 
a  reasonable  doubt.  Ross  v.  Butler,  19 
N.  J.  394  ;  Duncan  v.  Hays,  32  id.  23. 

The  doctrine  that  "  the  fears  of 
mankind,  however  reasonable,"  can- 
not make  a  nuisance,  is  not  now  recog- 
nized.. Hepburn  v.  Lordon,  3  H.  &  M. 
345,  damp  j  ute  ;  Weir  v.  Kirk,  73  Penn. 
St.  315,  powder  magazine  ;  Malcolm 
•0.  Myers,  6  Hill  (N.  Y.),  292,  powder  in 
city  ;  Bradley  v .  People,  56  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 
72 ;  powder  in  large  quantities.  And  a 
court  of  equity  will  now  interfere 
to  prevent  apprehended  mischief  from 
keeping  highly  explosive  and  inflam- 
mable substances  in  public  places 
where  lh.e  fears  of  mankind  &xe  reason- 


able. But  the  case  must  be  extraor- 
dinary and  the  danger  probable  rather 
than  possible.  Weir  v.  Kirk,  73  Penn. 
St.  315  ;  Hepburn  v.  Lordon,  anter 

But  the  bill  must  aver  the  right  and 
its  violation  or  its  intended  violation, 
so  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  both  the 
right  and  the  injury.  Green  u.  Wil- 
son, 21  N.  J.  211. 

The  fact  that  there  is  a  remedy  at 
law,  either  by  indictment  or  action, 
affords  no  reason  why  a  court  of  equity 
should  not  interfere  in  a  proper  case  to 
restrain  either  a  public  or  private  nui- 
sance, but  the  fact  that  there  is  a  legal 
remedy  furnishes  a  good  reason  why 
it  should  confine  the  exercise  of  its 
powers  to  cases  of  a  very  clear  char- 
acter, and  where  the  injury  is  irrepara- 
ble, and  cannot  wait  the  slow  progress 
of  the  legal  remedy.  Bunnell's  Appeal, 
69  Penn.  St.  62. 

And  where  the  nuisance  was  merely 
temporary  and  easily  removed,  as  a 
mere  wall  or  fence  across  a  highway, 
the  remedy  was  refused  until  after 
trial  at  law.  See,  also,  Commissioners 
V.  Long,  1  Pars.  Eq.  Cas.  (Penn.)  143 ; 
Com.  v.  Rush,  1  Harris  (Penn.),  186  ; 
Clark's  Appeal,  62  Penn.  St.  447. 

An  injunction  will  not  be  issued 
when  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  is  not 
clear,  or  the  law  on  which  it  depends 
is  doubtful.  Higbee  v.  Camden  and 
Amboy  R.  R.  Co.,  20  N.  J.  435;  Stevens 
v.  Patterson  R.  R.  Co.,  id.  126 ;  Bab- 
cock  0.  New  York  Stock  Yard  Co.,  id. 
296. 

Nor  simply  because  the  business  is 
unlawful.  It  must  also  be  shown  to 
produce  irreparable  injury.  Babcock 
■0.  New  York  Stock  Yard  Co.,  ante. 

Neither  will  it  be  employed  as  a 
punitive  remedy.  Its  office  is  pre- 
ventive. Bank  ».  Gwynn,6  Bush  (Ky.), 
486  ;  Wangelin  v.  Gae,  50  111.  459. 

Nor  will  it  be  employed  when  the 
benefit  to  the  party  will  be  small  and 
the  inconvenience  of  the  public  will 
be  great,  unless  the  wrong  complained 
of  is  so  wanton  and  unprovoked  as  to 
deprive  the  defendant  of  all  consider 
ation.  Morris  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Prudden, 
20  N.  J.  530.  See,  also,  Attorney-Gen- 
eral v.  Ely,  Haddenham,  etc.,  R.  R.  Co., 
6  L.  R.  Eq.  106,  where  an  injunction 
was  refused  to  compel  a  railroad  com- 
pany which  had  diverted  its  road  ultra 
vires,  but  in  good  faith,  and  with  a  view 
to  public  convenience,  when  the  pub- 
lic inconvenience  resulting  from  mak- 


REMEDIES   IN   EQUITY. 


815 


ingtlie  road  ijitra  vires  would  be  great. 
See,  also,  Higbee  o.  Railroad  Co.,  30  N. 
J.  485. 

But  these  are  cases  against  corpora- 
tions acting  under  legislative  authority 
where  questions  of  public  conve- 
nience properly  arise.  A  different 
rule  would  prevail  as  between  private 
persons  when  the  public  are  not  con- 
cerned. 

Grenerally,  a  preliminary  injunction 
will  not  be  upheld  when  the  party  has 
a  remedy  at  law,  and  will  sustain  no 
serious  injury  by  delay  while  pursu- 
ing it.  But  if  the  defendant  is  irre- 
sponsible, quere  ?  Brown  «.  Metro- 
politan Gas-light  Co.,  38  How.  Pr.  (N. 
Y.)  133. 

But  when  the  plaintiif  has  estab- 
lished the  nuisance  at  law,  and  that  it 
is  of  a  permanent  or  continuous  char- 
acter, and  complete  and  full  compen- 
sation cannot  be  awarded  in  damages, 
or  wliere  a  multiplicity  of  suits  will 
follow,  or  where  the  injury  is  other- 
wise irreparable,  an  injunction  should 
be  granted.  Davis  v.  Lambertson,  56 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  480 ;  Carlisle  «.  Cooper, 
21  N.  J.  576. 

For  the  rule  in  New  York  in  refer- 
ence to  injuries  to  real  property,  see 
"West  Point  Iron  Co.  «.  Reymeut,  45 
N.  Y.  708. 

And  it  must  clearly  appear  from  the 
bill  and  be  established  by  the  proof 
that  the  apprehended  result  will  be  a 
nuisance  (Cleveland  v.  Citizens  Gas 
Co.,  -20  N.  J.  301  ;  Adams  v.  Michael, 
38  Md.  133),  and  must  leave  no  doubt 
that  such  will  be  the  result  (Thiebault 
V.   Conover,    11   Fla.    334). 

An  injunction  will  not  be  granted 
to  prevent  the  erection  of  a  building 
which  is  not  of  itself  a  nuisance,  and 
which  will  only  become  so  by  the  use 
to  which  it  is  to  be  put,  Attorney- 
General  V.  Steward,  30  N.  J.  415. 

But  if  the  building  is  of  itself  a 
nuisance,  and  can  be  put  to  no  use  ex- 
cept such  as  will  make  its  use  a  nui- 
sance, its  erection  will  be  enjoined, 
Cleveland  v.  Citizens  Gas-light  Co., 
20  N.  J.  201. 

And  when  a  building  which  might 
be  devoted  to  proper  uses,  is  devoted 
to  improper  uses  and  which  produce 
a  nuisance,  its  use  for  that  purpose 
will  be  enjoined,  Attorney-General  v. 
Steward,  31  N.  J.  340,  affording  relief 
which  was  denied  when  the  applica- 
tion was  first  made.  See  the  same 
lase,  30  N.  J.  415. 


An  injunction  will  be  granted  to 
prevent  unlawful  acts  by  public  com- 
panies (Stewart's  Appeal,  56  Penn.  St. 
418),  as  where  hey  exceed  their  pow- 
ers to  the  injury  of  individuals  (Im- 
perial Gas  Co.  V.  Broadbent,  7  D.  M.  & 
G.  389  ;  Ware  v.  Regents  Canal  Co. ,  3 
D.  &  G.  337),  even  though  done  under 
a  mistake  (Sandford  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  34 
Penn.  St.  378;  Mohawk,  etc.,  R.  R. 
Co.  «.  Artcher,  6  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.) 
88),  by  doing  an  act  so  as  to  produce 
a  nuisance,  when  it  could  be  as  con- 
veniently done  without  such  results, 
King  y.  Morris  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co.,  18  X.  J. 
371 ;  Richards  v.  Richards,  John.(Eng.) 
355,  or  by  doing  it  in  a  careless,  negli- 
gent or  unskillful  manner.as  by  excava- 
ting near  one's  premises  without  taking 
proper  precautions  against  damage 
thereto  (Dent  ».  Auction  Mart  Co.,  35 
L.  J.  (Ch.)  555  ;  Richardson  v.  Vt.  Cen- 
tral R.  R.  Co.,  35  Vt.  473 ;  Glover  v. 
No.  Staffordshire  R.  R.  Co.,  30  L.  T. 
(Q.  B.)  376),  or  blasting  rocks  so  as  to 
injure  adjoining  property  (Hay  v. 
Cohoes  Co.,  1  N.  Y.  15y ;  Tremain  v. 
Cohoes  Co.,  id.  163),  or  devotes  lands 
taken  by  it  to  purposes  not  contem- 
plated by  the  act  creating  it,  which 
operates  as  a  nuisance  to  individuals 
as  a  regatta,  that  collects  a  crowd  of 
people  in  the  vicinity  of  one's  grounds 
(Bostock  v.  N.  Staffordshire  R.  R.  Co., 
3  D.  M.  &  G.  583),  or  taking  lands 
after  their  compulsory  powers  have 
ceased  (Imperial  Gas  Co.  v.  Broad- 
bent,  7  H.  L.  600),  or  erecting  embank- 
ments so  as  to  flood  lands  when  proper 
outlets  could  have  been  made  to  dis- 
charge the  water  (Broughton  v.  Carter, 
18  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  404 ;  Whitcomb  v. 
Railroad  Co.,  35  Vt.  68  &  69  ;  Gardner 
V.  Newburgh,  3  -Johns.  Ch.  163 ; 
Hooker  «.  Railroad  Co.,  14  Conn.  146), 
or  using  their  property  in  a  wrongful 
manner  so  as  to  produce  a  nuisance  to 
property  owners.  As  running  trains 
near  a  church  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
ringing  bells,  blowing  th^  whi.stle  and 
letting  off  steam  so  as  to  disturb  wor- 
ship there  and  destroy  the  value  of  the 
premises  for  church  purposes.  First 
Baptist  Church  v.  Railroad  Co.,  5  Barb. 
(N.  Y.)  79,  oveiruling;  Same  v.  Troy 
etc.,  R.  R.  Co., '.(Barb.  474. 

But  see  Sparhawk  v.  Railroad  Co. 
57  Penn.  St.,  374,  where  the  remedy 
was  denied  because  the  plaintiff  had 
no  special  damage  therefrom. 

When  an  inj  unction  is  sought  against 
apprehended  mischief,  the  injury  must 


816 


REMEDIES   IN   EQUITY. 


be  real  and  not  merely  damnum  absque 
injuria.  Erchenbrecher  v.  Cincinnati, 
Cin.  (Ohio)  868  ;  Haha  v.  Thornberry, 
7  Bush  (Ky.),  403. 

So  the  use  of  defective  machinery, 
as  engines  that  scatter  coals  (King  v. 
Morris  R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  J.  371), or  throw- 
ing coals  from  engines  so  as  to  endanger 
property  (Baltimore  R.  R.  Co.  y.  Dorsey, 
87  Md.  19),  or  spark  protectors  that  al- 
low sparks  to  escape.  Chicago,  etc.,  v. 
McCahill,o6  111.38;  Spalding  «.  Chica- 
go, etc.,  R.  R.  Co.,  80  Wis.  110. 

Erecting  gas  works  so   as  to   emit 
noxious  smells  and  gases  and  render 
the  enjoyment  of  surrounding  property 
uncomfortable  (People  v.   Manhattan 
Gas-light  Co.,  64  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  55),  or 
discliarging  refuse    from  their  works 
into   a   stream   so  as  to  impair  their 
value    for     manufacturing     purposes 
(Carhart  v.  Auburn    Gas-light   Co.,  22 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  297),  or  depositing  refuse 
upon  its  lands  so  as  to  impregnate  ad- 
joining lands  with  noxious  gases  and 
destroy  a  well  (Ottawa   Gas-light   Co. 
V.  Thompson,  39  111.  598);  or  erecting 
stock  pens  so  near  to  habitations  or 
places  of  business  as  to  impair  their 
comfortable  enjoyment  by  foul  odors 
and  stenches.    Illinois  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Grahill,  50 111.241 ;  or  erecting  machine 
works  in  a  locality   where  the   noise 
therefrom  becomes  a  nuisance  to  resi- 
dents. Coopers.  N.Brit.R.R.  Co.27Jur. 
241 ;   or   for  diverting  a    water-course 
(Webb  V.  Portland  Manufacturing  Co., 
3  Sum.  (U.  S.)  189),  and  not   restoring 
it  to  its  original  channel  (Cott  v.  Lewis- 
ton  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N.  Y.  217),  but  in  Wis- 
consin it  is  held  that  even  though  the 
waters  of  a  navigable  stream  are  being 
diverted  by  a  corporation,  and   an  ac- 
tual obstruction  of  navigation  ensues, 
that  the  right  must  be  first  settled  at 
law  (Sheybogan   v.   Sheboygan   R.    R. 
Co.,   21    Wis.    667),  or   for    erecting  a 
bridge  over  a  public  stream  producing 
special  damage  to  one  navigating  the 
stream  skillfully  (Jolly  v.  Terre  Haute 
B  Co.,  6  McLean  (U.S.), 238;  Colum- 
bus Ins.  Co.  V.  Curtenas,  6  McLean  (U. 
S.),  209),  or  erecting  a  railroad  or  other 
obstruction  along -a  public  street,  so  as 
to  cut  off  access  to  the  premises  of  one 
who  is  the  owner  of  the  fee  (Atkinson 
V.  Phila.  &  Trenton   R.  R.  Co.,  14  Haz 
Pa.  Reg.  129  ;  Osborne  v.  Brooklyn  R 
R.  Co.,  5   Blatch.  (C.    C.    U.   S.)   366 
Black  V.  R.  R.  Co. ,  58   Penn.  St.   249 
Fort  V.  Graves,  29  Md.  188),  or   divert 


ing  the  water  of  a  stream  to  supply  a 
town  with  water,  though  there    be  no 
actual  damage  (Wilts,  etc.   v.  Swinton 
Water-works  Co.,  9  L.  R.  Ch.  451),  or  so 
as  to  impair  navigation  (Philadelphia 
■y.  Gilmartin,    Penn.   St.      ),  and,    in- 
deed, any  act  not  within  the  scope  of 
the  power  given  which  produces    in- 
jury  to  private  rights,  may  be  restrain- 
ed    by    injunction.     But,    unless    the 
right  affected  is   a   substantial   right, 
the  public   convenience   will   be  con- 
sidered   in    determining   whether  the 
act    or  use  shall   be   enjoined,   or  the 
party  turned  over  to  his  legal  remedy. 
Equity  will  not  interfere  at  the  suit 
of  a  person  having  no  real  interest  in 
the  subject-matter  involved.     Leake ». 
Beckell,  1  Y.  &  J.  337;  Hunters.  Nock- 
old,  15  L.   J.    Ch.  320.     No   one  can 
maintain  a  bill  for  the  protection  of 
another's  right,  unless  this  protection 
comes  as  the  result  of  protection  given 
to  his  own.  Attorney-General  v.  United 
Kingdom  Electric  Tel.  Co.,  30  Beav. 
287.     And  generally  when  it   can  be 
satisfactorily  established  that  a  suit  i-s 
brought   in   the  name  of  one  person, 
whose  real  object  is  to  secure  protec- 
tion  to  the  property  of  another,  and 
which  was  brought  at  the  instigation 
of  that  other  person,  and  would  not 
have  been  brought  for  the  protection 
of  the  property  named  in  the  bill,  ex- 
cept  at   the    instigation    of    another, 
equity  will  refuse  to  interfere.     Pent- 
ney  v.  Paving  Comm'rs,  13   W.  R.  980. 
As  equity   will  only  relieve  one  who 
comes  into  court  with  direct  equities. 
Roberts  v.  Bogon,  3  L.  J.  Ch.  118.    But 
when  a  bill  is  fairly  instituted,  with  an 
honest  purpose  of  obtaining  personal 
relief,  the  fact  that  others   are  to  be 
equally  benefited,  although  not  parties 
to  the  bill,  will  not,  on  the  one  hand, 
operate  to  defeat  the  plaintiff's  relief, 
nor,  on  the  other  hand,  will  it  be  al- 
lowed to  weigh  in  gi'anting  it.     Evans 
«.  Coventry,  5  D.  M.  &  G.  911 ;  Missis- 
sippi, etc.,  V.  Ward,  2  Black  (U.  S.),  415 ; 
Mozley  v.  Alston,  1  Ph.  790  ;  Ackroyd 
v.  Briggs,  14  W.  R.  25  ;  Coust  v.  Harris, 
T.  R.  514.     Tenants   in  common   may 
maintain  a  bill  for   injury  jointly,  or 
either  may  sue  alone  to  protect  his  own 
interest.     Batty  v.  Hill,  1  H.  &  M.  264. 
Parting  wilh  one's  interest  in  the  prop- 
erty affected  by  the  nuisance  after  a 
bill  brought  will  not  defeat  the  action 
or  prevent  the  granting  of  an  injunc- 
tion.  Bind  V.  Lake,  1  H.  &  M.  121.    But 
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Sec.  770.  By  irreparable  injury,  is  not  meant  such  injury  as  is 
beyond  the  possibility  of  repair,  or  beyond  possible  compensation 
in  damages,'  nor  necessarily  great  injury," or  great  damage;^  but 
that  species  of  injur}',  whether  great  or  small,  that  ought  not  to  be 
submitted  to  on  the  one  hand,  or  inflicted  on  the  other,  and  which, 
because  it  is  so  large  on  the  one  hand,  or  so  small  on  the  other, 
is  of  such  constant  and  frequent  recurrence  that  no  fair  or  rea- 
sonable redress  can  be  had  therefor  in  a  court  of  law.* 


when  the  bill  is  brought  after  the 
plaintiff  has  parted  with  his  interest 
it  will  be  dismissed.  Saunders  v.  Saun- 
ders, 3  Drew.  387  ;  Clements  v.  Wells, 

I  L.  R.  Ch.  200  ;  Sweet  v.  Mangham, 

II  Sim.  '51.  Neither  will  the  court 
grant  an  injunction  against  a  person 
who  is  not  a  party  to  the  bill.  Schalk 
V.  Schmidt,  1  McGarter  (N.  J.),  268 ; 
Water  Co.  v.  R  R.  Co.,  12  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 
366.  The  burden  of  establishing  all 
the  allegations  of  the  bill,  as  well  as 
of  the  equities  to  warrant  an  injunc- 
tion, are  upon  the  plaintiff.  Child  o. 
Douglass,  5  D.  M.  &  Q.  741.  Courts  of 
equity  often  impose  terms  upon  a  party 
as  a  condition  to  the  granting  of  an 
injunction.  Spencer  o.  London,  etc.,  R. 
R.  Co.,  •!  Ra.  Ca.  159;  Bromwell  v. 
Holcomb,  3  M.  &  C.  737.  Or  upon  the 
defendant  as  a  condition  for  withhold- 
ing it.  Bell  ».  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Ra.  Ca. 
616 ;  Guion  v.  Trask,  1  D.  F.  &  G.  378. 

'  Attorney-General  v.  United  King- 
dom Tel.  Co.,  30  Beav.  287;  Elmhirst 
■B.  Spencer,  2  Mac.  &  G.  50  ;  Wood  v. 
Sutcliffe,  2  Sim.  (N.  S.)  165  ;  8  Eng. 
Law  &  Eq.  217. 

^  Casebeer  v.  Mowrey,  58  Penn.  St. 
234. 

^  Wood  V.  Sutcliffe,  ante  ;  Corning  v. 
Troy  Nail  and  Iron  Co.,  40  N.  Y.  191 ; 
Ridgeway  v.  Roberts,  4  Hare,  106. 

•*  In  Clowes  v.  N.  Staffordshire  Pot- 
teries Co.,  8  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  125,  Lord 
Justice  Mellish  very  clearly  defined 
the  species  of  irreparable  injury  aris- 
ing from  a  nuisance,  against  which 
equity  would  relieve.  In  that  case  a 
bill  was  brought  against  the  defend- 
ants to  restrain  them  from  maintaining 
the  water  in  a  certain  compensation 
reservoir  erected  by  them  in  aid  of 
their  works.  The  complaint  was  that 
before  the  erection  of  this  reservoir 
the  water  was  quite  clear,  and  suitable 
for  their  business  as  silk  dyers,  except 
for  two  or  three  days  each  year  after  a 
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flood ;  but  that  since  the  erection  of 
the  reservoir  the  water  would  remain 
in  a  muddy  and  impure  state  for  ten  or 
fourteen  days  after  a  flood,  and  was 
often  as  late  as  the  eighth  day  after  a 
rain  in  a  more  impure  state  than  before. 
The  plaintiff  complained  that  as  a  re- 
sult of  this-  his  tenants  had  been  un- 
able to  dye   the  silk  sent  to  them  by 
manufacturers  with  the  same  brilliant 
colors  as  before  the  construction  of  the 
reservoir,  and  had  lost  some  of  their 
customers  in  consequence.    Vice-Chan- 
cellor  MALI^fS  refused  to  grant  an  in- 
junction, saying:  "  It  is  perfectly  plain 
from  the  admissions  on  both  sides  of 
this  case  that  the  proper  remedy  here 
would  be  the  construction  of  a  filter. 
The    tenants    of    the    plaintiff    were 
offered   a   filter.     They  never   would 
say  they  would   be   satisfied  with  it. 
*    *     As  to  Miss  Clowes,  if   she  has 
sustained  damages  there  is  an  adequate 
remedy  for  it  at  law,  and  by  an  action 
at  law  she  can  recover  all  that  she  can 
possibly  be   entitled   to,   namely,  the 
expense  of  the  construction  of  a  filter, 
that  being,  according  to  my  view,  the 
utmost  measure  of  injury  that  she  has 
sustained.     It  is  not  a  trifling  thing  to 
grant  an  injunction  against  a  company 
who  have  spent  large  sums  of  money  in 
the  construction  of  such  a  work  as  this 
reservoir.    *    *     I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  clearing  out  of  this  reservoir  would 
cost   from   £10,000  to   £20,000.     It  is 
gravely  suggested,  that  for  such  an  in- 
jury as  this  this  great  expense  ought 
to  be  incurred."     The  injunction  was 
denied  and  the  case  went  to  the  court 
of  Chancery  Appeal,  where  the  decis- 
ion of  the  vice-chancellor  was  reversed 
and  an  injunction  granted,  not  upon 
the  ground  that  a  court  of  law  would 
be  likely  to  give  damages  only  to  the 
extent   of  the   value   of    a  filter,   but 
upon   the   ground   that   there    was  a 
wrong  on  one  side,  and  a  violation  of 
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Sec.  771.  When   a 


legal 


right 


is   violated,  by  an   act    that 


amounts  to  a  nuisance  which  is  of  a  continuous  or  permanent 
nature,  the  very  fact  that  a  jury  only  gives  nominal  damages, 
which  are  utterly  inadequate  to  protect  the  right,  and  place  the 
party  injured  in  statu  quo,  furnishes  the  best  reason  why  a  court 
of  equity  should  interfere  to  protect  the  right,  and  prevent  the 


a  right  on  the  other,  for  which  a  court 
of  law  would  most  likely  give  no  more 
than  nominal  damages.  The  opinion 
of  Lord  Justice  Mellish  disposes  of 
the  question  of  the  right  of  a  party  to 
an  inj  unction  against  a  nuisance  when 
a  right  is  violated,  and  no  more  than 
nominal  damages  are  inflicted,  in  a 
masterly  manner.  He  said :  "  I  cannot 
conceive  that,  an  action  at  law  being 
maintainable,  relief  is  not  to  be  had 
in  this  court.  If  this  case  had  hap- 
pened before  Sir  John  Rolfs  act  I  pre- 
sume that  the  ordinary  course  would 
be  that,  having  been  filed,  an  action 
would  have  been  sent  to  be  tried  at  law. 
The  action  having  been  'tried  nominal 
damages  would  have  been  obtained, 
and  the  plaintiff  would  have  come  to 
this  court  for  an  injunction,  would 
this  court  have  sent  her  away,  and 
said  that  she  should  bring  action  after 
action,  instead  of  having  her  remedy 
by  injunction?  I  cannot  think  that 
would  have  been  so.  The  Vice-Chan- 
cellor  said,  "  if  you  can  recover  at  all 
at  law,  I  think  you  would  get  no 
greater  damage  than  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  pay  for  a  filter,  and  that  would 
be  a  sufficient  compensation."  But 
with  submission  to  the  Vice-Chancel- 
lor,  I  do  not  think  the  plaintiff  would 
get  enough  to  pay  for  a  filter.  She 
would  only  get  in  the  first  instance, 
nominal  damages,  because  in  a  case  of 
this  kind  you  cannot  prove  specific 
damages,  and  there  is  no  evidence 
here  of  specific  damage,  and  upon  that 
evidence  you  would  only  get  40s. 
damages.  Then  you  must  bring  a  se- 
cond action,  and  what  you  would  get 
in  the  second  action,  would  be  the  ac- 
tual damage  which  you  had  proved 
you  had  sustained  between  the  bring- 
ing of  the  first  action  and  the  second. 
Then  you  would  bring  a  third  action 
with  the  same  result.  It  is  because  it 
is  most  inconvenient  to  leave  the  rights 
of  parties  to  he  determined  in  that  way, 
and  in  fact  because  it  is  impossible  to 
leave  them  in  that  way,  that  this  court 


has  always  in  such  cases  given  relief." 
The  learned  Lord  Justice  in  this  case 
gave  expression  to  the  true  rule, 
controlling  this  class  of  cases.  The 
very  fact  that  a  right  has  been  viola- 
ted, and  that  this  violation  is  constant- 
ly going  on,  and  that  a  court  of  law 
cannot  in  damages,  compensate  the  in- 
jury or  stop  the  wrong,  furnishes  the 
best  possible  reason  for  the  interfer- 
ence of  a  court  of  equity,  and  the  fact 
that  the  actual  injury  resulting  from 
the  violation  of  the  right  is  small,  and 
the  interest  to  be  affected  by  the  in- 
junction is  large,  is  not  to  weigh 
against  the  interposition  of  preventive 
power,  when  on  the  one  hand  a  right 
is  violated,  and  on  the  other,  a  wrong 
is  committed.  It  will  not  do  to  lose 
sight  of  small  rights.  It  their  viola- 
tion is  tolerated,  gradually  the  viola- 
tion of  larger  rights  will  find  an  equal 
toleration,  and  the  wildest  chaos  and 
confusion  will  ensue.  The  majesty 
and  dignity  of  the  law  is  best  pi*e- 
served,  when  the  scales  of  justice  are 
balanced  evenly,  and  its  powers  assert- 
ed to  uphold  even  the  smallest  inter- 
ests, against  aggression  from  others. 
Vice-Chancellor  Bruce,  in  Attorney- 
General  v.  Sheffield  Gas  Co.,  19  Eng. 
Law  &  Eq.  648,  gave  utterance  to  a 
rule,  which,  although  not  adopted  in 
that  case,  has  since  became  the  rule 
which  governs  the  English  courts  in 
all  such  cases.  "  It  seems  to  me,"  said 
he,  "  that  even  slight  infringements, 
of  rights  respecting  real  estate,  *  * 
require  to  be  watched  with  a  careful 
eye,  and  repressed  with  a  strict  hand 
by  a  court  of  equity,  where  it  can  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction,"  Broadbent  v.  Im- 
perial Gas  Co.,  7  D.  M.  &  G.  436;  At- 
torney-General V.  Gee,  10  L.  R.  Eq. 
Ca.  131 ;  Crossley  v.  Lightowler,  2  L. 
R.  Ch.  App.  478  ;  Isenberg  v.  East  In- 
dia, etc.,  Co.,  33  L.  J.  (Ch.)  393  ;  Lum- 
ley  V.  Wagner,  1  D.  M.  &  G.  616  At- 
torney-General V.  Aspinwall,  2  M.  &  C. 
613 ;  Wandsworth  Board  of  Works  v. 
R.   R.    Co.,  31  L.  J.  (Ch.)  854  ;  Tre- 
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wrong,  ou  the  ground  of  irreparable  injury.  A  court  of  law,  by 
such  a  verdict,  has  shown  itself  powerless  to  afford  the  relief  to 
which  the  party  is  entitled,  and,  if  a  right  has  been  violated  by 
a  wrongful  act,  as  such  a  verdict  establishes,  the  party  in  equity 
and  good  conscience  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  submit  to  it, 
even  thouo'h  his  damage  is  small,  and  the  inconvenience  to  the 


main  v.  Lewis,  4  M.  &  C.  254  ;  Lloyd 
».  R.  R.  Co.,  2  D.J.  &  S.  568.  See 
also,  a  strong  case  in  support  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  text  (Goodson  y.- Rich- 
ardson, 9  L.  R.  Ch.  224),  where  it  was 
held  that  the  mere  invasion  of  a  right 
without  actual  damage,  which  was 
continuous  in  its  nature,  entitles  a 
party  to  an  injunction. 

In  a  recent  English  case,  Wilts,  etc. , 
V.  Swinton  Water-works  Co.,  9  L.  R. 
(Ch.  App.)  451,  the  right  of  a  party  to 
an  injunction  to    restrain  the  violation 
of    a   right  where  no  actual  damage 
was  shown,  was  raised  and  decided. 
In   that  case  the  plaintiffs  had  been 
empowered    by  act  of  parliament   to 
build  a  canal  from  the  river  Thames, 
near  Abingdon,  to  another  canal   near 
Trowbridge,  and  for  that  purpose  were 
authorized  to  make  cuts  and  branches 
to  supply  the  canal  with   water  from 
all  such  springs  as  should  be  found 
in   making   the   same,   and    from  all 
rivers,  springs,    brooks,   streams   and 
water-courses  within  the   distance  of 
2,000  yards  from  the  canal  or  any  of 
the    cuts,   or   from  any   reservoir    or 
reservoirs    made    for   its .  use.      The 
canal  was   made,  and    from   1807  to 
1870,  one  of  the  principal  sources  of 
supply  was  a  stream  called  the  WrougTi- 
ton  stream.     On   this  stream  in  1807 
the   plaintiffs   bought   a  mill  for   the 
purpose   of   obtaining  water,  and  di- 
verted the  stream  for  that  purpose,  no 
longer  using  the  mill  for  mill  purposes. 
In  1866,  the  defendant  corporation  was 
formed  for  the  purpose   of  supplying 
the  town  of  Swinton  with  water.  Pre- 
vious to  that  time  and  down  to  1867, 
the  plaintiffs  had  sold  the  water  from 
their  works  to  a  company  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  town.     The  defendants  in 
1867  bought  a  mill  on   the  Wroughton 
stream  and  erected  a  resefvoir  on  its 
Bite  which  diverted  the  water  out  of 
the  stream  as  well  as  of  »iany  other 
streams   that  had  formerly  supplied 
the  plaintiff's  canaL    It  did  not  appear 


that  the  diversion  of  the  water  at  the 
time  when  the  bill  was  brought,  in 
juriously  affected  the  supply  for  the 
navigation  of  the  canal,  or  that  they 
were  sustaining  any  actual  damage 
from  such  diversion.  The  master  of 
the  rolls  dismissed  the  bill,  but  upon 
appeal,  an  injunction  was  issued  upon 
the  ground  that  although  no  actual 
damage  ensued  from  the  diversion,  yet 
an  injury  to  the  plaintiff's  right,  and 
an  exercise  by  the  defendants  of  an 
unlawful  act  which,  if  suffered  to  go 
on  for  20  years,  would  ripen  into  a 
right,  having  been  shown,  the  plain- 
tiff was  entitled  to  the  protection  of  a 
court  of  equity  for  the  preservation 
of  his  right. 

A  similar  doctrine  was  held  by 
Stoiiy,  J.,  in  Webb  v.  Portland  Mfg. 
Co.,  3  Sum.  (U.  S.)  189 ;  Jerome  v. 
Ross,  7  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  315;  Van 
Bergen  «.Vau  Bergen,  3  id.  282  ;  Gard- 
ner V.  Newburgh,  2  id.  162  ;  Turnpike 
Co.  V.  Miller,  5  id.  101 ;  Lewis «.  Stein, 
16  Ala.  214  ;  Bonaparte  v.  Railroad  Co., 
1  Bald.  (U.  S.  C.  C.)  231 ;  Belknap  v. 
Trimble,  3  id.  577;  Babcock  v.  New 
Jersey  Stock  Co.,  20  N.  J.  296. 

The  courts  interfere  to  protect  sub- 
stantial rights  even  when  their  inva- 
sion produces  no  actual  damage,  but  the 
invasion  is  clearly  established,  to  pro- 
tect the  right  from  loss  by  long  user 
by  the  wrong-doer.  Sir  G.  J.  Mellish, 
L.  J.,  in  Wilts,  etc.,  «.  Swinton  Water 
Co.,  ante,  p.  461.  See,  also,  Bonomi  v. 
Backhouse,  1  E.  B.  &  E.  622  ;  Wood 
«.  Waud,  8  Exchq.  748.  And  in  such 
cases  damages  are  so  insignificant  at 
law  as  to  afford  no  protection.  Webb 
■».  Portland  Mfg  Co.,  ante  ;  Pike  Co.  v. 
Plank  Road  Co.,  11  Ga.  246 ;  Dicken- 
son V.  Canal  Co.,  19  Eng.  Law  &  Eq. 
287;  King  v.  Rochdale  Canal,  21  id. 
177;  Corning  v.  Troy,  etc.,  34  Barb. 
(N.  Y.),  485  :  affd  Ct.  Appeals,  40  N.  Y. 
160;  See  Wetzel  v.  Walsh,  45  Mis. 
560. 
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defendant  by  having  bis  works  stopped  would  be  great/  In 
such  a  case  the  party,  in  order  to  preserve  his  rights,  would  be 
driven  to  institute  suits  at  law  indefinitely,  and  hence  upon 
the  ground  of  preventing  a  multiplicity  of  actions,  the  3ourts 
would  ordinarly  interfere  by  injunction."  But  if  the  right  injured 
is  not  a  substantial  right  of  property,  and  is  of  a  merely  temporary 
nature,  and  the  damage  to  the  plaintiff  is  merly  trifling,  while  the 
inconvenience  and  damage  to  the  defendant  by  having  his  works 
stopped  would  be  great,  the  courts  will  generally  leave  the  party 
to  his  remedy  at  law.*  But,  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  Eng- 
land, where  the  right  is  clear,  and  the  nuisance  established  beyond 
a  doubt,  an  injunction  will  be  issued  as  a  matter  of  course, 
whether  the  injury  is  large  or  small.*  But  if  the  injury  is  of  a 
merely  trifling  nature,  and  the  nuisance  temporary ;  that  is,  of 
such  a  character  as  not  to  operate  as  a  constantly  recurring  griev- 
ance, and  does  not  affect  a  substantial  right  of  property,  the 
courts  will  usually' leave  the  party  to  his  remedy  at  law ;'  but  if 
the  injury  is  small,  and  yet  the  nuisance  is  of  a  continuous  or 
permanent  nature,  so  as  to  operate  as  a  constantly  recurring  griev- 
ance, an  injunction  will  issue,  unless  the   party  injured  has,  by 

1  Clowes  V.  N.  StaflFordshire,  etc.  Co.,  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  T.)577;  Corning -o.  Law- 
8  L.  R.  Ch.  125  ;  Wood  v.  Sutcliffe,  8  rence,  6  Jolins.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  439. 
Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  271  ;  El  well  v.  Crow-  »  Wolcott  v.  Mellick,  3  Stockt.  (N.  J.) 
ther,  31  Beav.  167.  The  only  ques-  204 ;  Huckenstiue's  Appeal,  70  Penn. 
tion  is.  whether  a  nuisance  has  result-  St.  160  ;  Am.  Rep.  ;  Richards  v.  Phenix 
ed  or  will  result,  Haines  v.  Taylor,  2  Iron  Co.,  57  Penn.  St.  105;  Attorney- 
Ph.  209  ;  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  54  Penn.  General  v.  Sheffield  Gas  Co.,  19  Eng.  L. 
St.  157  ;  Attorney-General  v.  Steward,  &  Eq.  639;  Swaine  v.  Gt.  Northern  R. 
20  N.  J.  415 ;  21  id.  234 ;  Duncan  v.  R.  Co.,  33  L.  J.  (Ch.)  399  ;  Cleeve  v. 
Hayes,  22  id.  23 ;  Shields  v.  Arndt,  Mahany,  9  W.  R.  882 ;  Attorney-Gene- 
3  Green,  234 ;  Holsman  v.  Boiling  ral  v.  Gee,  10  L.  R.  Eq.  Ca.  131. 
Springs  Co.,  1  McCarter  (N.  J.),  343  ;  •*  Clowes  v.  Potteries  Co., 8  L.  R.  Ch. 
People  «.  Third  Av.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Barb.  125  ;  Wood  v.  Sutcliffe,  8  Eng.  L.  &  Eq. 
(N.  Y.)  63 ;  Atfy-Gen'l  v.  Richmond,  217';  Coulson  v.  White,  3  Atkyns,  21  ; 
2  L.  R.  Eq.  306.  In  Dickenson  v.  Grand  Wandsworth  Board  of  Works  v.  R.  R. 
Junction  Canal  Co.,  19  Eng.  Law  &  Co.,  31  L.  J.  (Ch.)  854 ;  Goldsmid  v. 
Eq.  287,  an  injunction  was  granted  Tuhbridge  Wells  Improvemeirt  Co., 
to  prevent  the  defendants  from  injur-  1  L.  R.  (Ch.)  349;  Broadbent  v.  lin- 
ing the  plaintiff's  rights,  when  it  ap-  perial  Gas  Co.,  7  D.  G.  &  M.,  or  even 
peared  that  there  was  no  damage,  but  if  no  actual  damage  is  sustained, 
a  real  benefit  ensued  to  the  plaintiff  Wilts  &  Berks  Canal,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Swin- 
from  the  defendant's  acts.  ton  Water  Works  Co.,  9  L.  R.  Ch.  451 ; 

^  If  the  thing  is  in  its  nature  a  nui-  Webb  v.  Portland   Manufacturing  Co., 

sance,equity  will  iuterfere,Van  Bergen  3  Sum.  (U.*S.)  189. 

V.  Van  Bergen,  3  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  282;  ^  Attorney-General  v.  Gee,  10  L.  R. 

Turnpike  Co.  v.  Ryder,  19   id.  615  ;  N.  Eq.  Ca.  131  ;   Huckenstine's  Appeal,  70 

Y.  V.  Mapes,  6  id.  46  ;  Gardner  v.  New-  Penn.  St.  415  ;  10  Am.  R.  170  ;  Richards 

burgh,  2  id.  162 ;  Belknap  v.  Trimble,  v.  Phoenix  Iron  Co.,  57  Penn.  St.  107. 
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his  own  conduct,  done  that  which  deprives  him  of  equitable 
relief/  or  unless  the  nature  of  the  injury  is  such  that  it  never 
could  be  determined  whether  the  injunction  had  been  violated 


'  Hills  V.  Miller,  3  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.) 
254 ;  Wood  v.  Sutcliffe,  8  Eng.  L.  &  Eq. 
217  ;  Broadbent  v.  Imp.  Gas  Co.,  7  D.  M. 
&  G. ;  Barnes  v.  Hathorn,  54  Me.  274. 

\'\'liere  an  action  at  law  is  pending, 
even  though  there  has  been  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff,  but  the  case  is  still 
pending  on  appeal,  an  injunction  will 
not  be  granted  except  in  extreme  cases 
until  the  final  determination  of  the 
litigation  (Eastman  v.  Amoskeag 
Co.,  47  N.  H.  71),  nor  after  there  has 
been  a  decision  in  his  favor  in  the  ap- 
pellate court,  if  the  case  has  been 
returned  to  the  lower  court  for  a  new 
trial,  particularly  when  there  have 
been  several  trials  resulting  in  four 
disagreements  of  the  jury,  one  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff"  for  one  cent  damages, 
and  a  later  trial  with  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant  (Bassett  v.  Company,  47  N. 
H.  426),  and  in  this  case  the  court 
placed  much  stress  upon  the  fact  that 
the  plaintifE  had  stood  by  for  several 
years  allowing  the  defendants  to  go 
on  making  expenditures  about  their 
works,  without  asserting  his  right, 
and  still  further  upon  the  fact  that  he 
purchased  the  land,  which  appeared  to 
be  mostly  swamp  land,  unfit  for  the 
purposes  of  cultivation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  the  defendant  to 
terms.  It  would  hardly  seem  to  be  of 
much  importance  with  what  motive 
the  land  was  purchased.  The  real  and 
only  questions  seem  to  be  1st,  whether 
the  plaintiff's  legal  rights  had  been  in- 
vaded, and  secondly,  whether  by  his 
laches  he  had  deprived  himself  of 
equitable  interference  ?  On  the  last 
ground,  it  would  seem  the  judgment 
was  well  sustained. 

^ATiere  there  is  a  clear  nuisance,  and 
the  injury  is  established,  yet  if  there 
is  a  complete  remedy  at  law,  equity 
will  not  interfere.  In  a  case  where  a 
large  manufacturing  company  made 
use  of  bituminous  coal  in  a  manufac- 
turing town,  which  emitted  dense 
masses  of  smoke  and  cinders  which 
was  at  times  very  injurious  to  the 
plaintiff  s  furniture,  dwelling  and  cloth 
manufactory  ;  yet,  it  appearing  that 
the  damages  were  capable  of  estima- 
tion, and  that  the  defendants  were 
amply  responsible  therefor,  an  injunc- 


tion was  refused.  Richards  v.  Phenix 
Co.,  57  Penn.  St.  105. 

Where  damages  will  compensate 
for  a  nuisance,  equity  will  not  inter- 
fere until  after  it  has  been  demonstra- 
ted by  a  trial  at  law  that  no  adequate 
damages  can  be  recovez-ed  (Gray  d.  R. 
R.  Co.,  1  Grant's  Cas.  (Penn.)  342),  and 
a  bill  praying  for  an  injunction  will 
be  dismissed  for  want  of  equity,  unless 
it  appears  that  the  injury  is  irrepar- 
able or  cannot  be  adequately  compen- 
sated in  damages  (Coe  v.  Lake  Co. ,  37 
N.  H.  254  ;  Richards  v.  Phenix  Co.,  57 
Penn.  St.  105 ;  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar, 
id.  274),  but  in  the  latter  case  the  bill 
prayed  for  an  injunction  restraining 
the  re-erection  of  a  planing  mill,  up- 
on the  ground  that,  from  the  charac- 
ter of  fuel  to  be  used  (shavings,  etc.), 
dense  masses  of  smoke  would  be  de- 
veloped, the  danger  to  his  property 
from  fire  and  explosion  of  the  engine 
would  be  imminent,  the  rates  of  insur- 
ance be  largely  increased,  and  his 
property  injured  by  the  smoke  and 
cinders.  The  bill  did  not  show,  nor 
the  proof  establish  that  the  class  of 
fuel  complained  of  would  be  used,  but 
the  main  reliance  was  placed  upon  the 
increased  danger  from  fire  and  explo- 
sion. The  nuisance  was  wholly  event- 
ual and  contingent.  The  building 
could  be  used  without  being  produc- 
tive of  ill  results,  and  the  increased 
risk  from  fire,  and  danger  from  explo- 
sion was  held  not  to  be  sufficient  to 
warrant  equitable  intervention.  The 
injunction  was  denied.  Read  and 
Shakswood,  JJ.,  dissenting. 

In  reference  to  injunctions  to  re- 
strain occupations  or  uses  of  property 
that  endanger  property  from  fire,  or 
expose  persons  and  property  to  danger 
from  explosion,  the  rule  seems  to  be, 
and  that  too  from  necessity,  that  in  all 
cases  where  the  danger  is  possible,  but 
not  probable  (Dumesnil  v.  Dupont,  18 
B.  Mun.  (Ky.)  800),  or  when  it  may  or 
may  not  be  productive  of  injury,  if 
carefully  conducted,  that  so  long  as 
due  care  and  caution  is  observed,  such 
uses  will  not  be  ranked  as  nuisances 
(Davidson  v.  Isham,  1  Stockt.  (N.  J.) 
186 ;  Wolcott  «.  Mellick,  3  id.  504). 
Thus  in  one  case  the  plaintiff"  sought 
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or  not.  Thus,  even  after  a  verdict  at  law,  an  injnnction  was 
refused,  to  restrain  a  mill  owner  from  the  discharge  of  the  waters 
of  a  certain  brook,  which  were  penned  back  by  a  dam  erected 


to  restrain  the  placing  of  a  steam  boiler 
under  a  street,  npon  the  ground  that 
his  property  was  thereby  in  danger  of 
destruction,  as  well  as  h  is  own  life,  from 
its  explosion.  But  the  injunction  was 
denied  (Carpenter  v.  Cummings,  2 
Phila.  Eep.  74  ;  Spencer  v.  Campbell, 
9  W.  &  S.  (Penn.)  33),  and  this  was 
also  held  not  to  be  sufficient  to  warrant 
an  injunction  against  setting  up  a 
steam  boiler  near  the  plaintiff's  prem- 
ises, in  (Davidson  v.  Isham,  1  Stockt. 
(N.  J.)  186),  and  such  would  seem  to 
be  the  rule  in  New  York  (Lossee  v. 
Buchanan,  51  N.  Y.  476),  where  in  an 
action  for  damages,  resulting  from  the 
explosion  of  a  steam-boiler,  it  was  held 
that  negligence  must  be  proved.  In 
Illinois  it  is  held  that  the  fact  of  explo- 
sion is  prima  facie  evidence  of  negli- 
gence (Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Phil- 
lips, 49  111.  334).  The  careful  and 
proper  use  of  a  steam-engine,  even  in 
a  populous  locality,  is  not  regarded  as 
a  nuisance. 

But  the  keeping  of  highly  explosive 
and  inflammable  ingredients  in  a  sit- 
uation where  the  lives  or  property  of 
others  are  thereby  exposed,  is  a  nui- 
sance which  will  be  restrained.  As  a  cot- 
ton press  (Ryan  v.  Copes,  11  Rich.  (S. 
C.)  217;  damp  jute,  Hepburn  v.  Lor- 
don,  2  H.  &  M.  434,  or  gunpowder, 
Wier  V.  Kirk,  74  Penn.  St.  373.  But, 
where  the  injury  is  doubtful,  eventual 
or  contingent  (as  in  this  case  a  black- 
smith shop  in  a  populous  locality)  an 
injunction  will  be  denied,  Butler  v. 
Rogers,  1  Stockt.  487 ;  Davidson  v. 
Isham,  1  id.  186  ;  Earl  of  Ripon  v.  Ho- 
bart.  My.  &  K.  169 ;  Sparhawk  v  R. 
R.  Co.,  54  Penn.  St.  401. 

In  Illinois  it  is  said  that  courts  of 
equity  will  in  some  cases  interpose  to 
restrain  the  erection  of  a  nuisance,  but 
the  court  will  proceed  with  great  cau- 
tion, particularly  when  there  is  a  rem- 
edy at  law,  until  after  a  verdict  estab- 
lishing the  right.  Dunning  v.  Aurora, 
41  111.  481 ;  Lake  View  v.  Letz,  44  id. 
81. 

An  injunction  will  be  issued  to  re- 
strain a  nuisance  that  shocks  the  sense 
of  decency,  as  the  keeping  of  jacks 
and  standing  them  for  mares  in  full 
view   of   one's   dwelling.      Hayden  v. 


Tucker,  37  Mo.  214.  So  to  restrain 
the  keeping  of  a  brothel  near  one's 
dwelling.  Hamilton  v.  Whitridge,  11 
Md.  138. 

So  an  injunction  will  be  issued  to 
prevent  the  pouring  of  slops  from  a 
brewery  upon  one's  premises  so  that 
they  will  flow  upon  the  prernises  of 
another,  causing  offensive  smells. 
Smith  V.  Fitzgerald,  34  Md.  316.  So 
also  to  restrain  their  being  turned  into 
a  common  sewer  which  is  discharged 
into  a  navigable  stream  near  one's 
wharf  so  as  to  cause  offensive  smells 
and  impair  navigation.  Hudson  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Loeb,  7  Robt.  (N.  Y.)  418. 

An  injunction  will  be  issued  to  re- 
strain the  burial  of  the  dead  in  a 
cemetery  near  one's  premises  when  it 
appears  that  the  interments  there  will 
endanger  health  by  corrupting  the  air 
or  contaminating  the  water  of  wells  or 
springs.  Clark  v.  Lawrence,  6  Jones' 
Eq.  (N.  C.)  83. 

So,  too,  the  maintenance  of  a  private 
tomb  upon  one's  own  land  near  the 
residence  of  another,  when  it  is  estab- 
lished that  by  reason  of  the  effluvia 
arising  from  the  bodies  kept  there  (in 
this  case  nine)  renders  the  air  unwhole- 
some and  impairs  the  market  value  of 
property,  is  held  a  nuisance.  Barnes 
■B.  Hathon,  54  Me.  234.  See  also  Elli- 
son V.  Commissioners,  5  Jones'  Eq.  (N. 
C.)  where  it  was  held  that  the  burial 
of  the  dead  near  one's  premises  would 
not  be  restrained  except  where  the 
burial  was  productive  of  nuisance  by 
the  contamination  of  the  atmosphere, 
or  of  water. 

In  the  same  case,  the  court  refused 
to  enjoin  the  clearing  up  of  marsh 
land  which  it  was  claimed  would  ren- 
der the  atmosphere  unwholesome,  and 
impair  the  health  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

In  North  Carolina  the  usual  practice 
is  to  send  an  issue  to  a  court  of  law  to 
determine  the  question  of  nuisance 
before  an  injunction  will  issue,  but  in 
a  case  demanding  immediate  relief, 
where  the  facts  set  up  in  the  bill  leave 
the  nuisance  unquestionable,  this 
practice  will  not  be  resorted  to.  Friz- 
zle V.  Patrick,  6  Jones'  Eq.  (N.  C.)  354. 

Mere    diminution   of    the   value  of 
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by  liim,  and  discharged  upon  a  lower  owner  in  unusual  quanti- 
ties, so  as  to  overflow  the  plaintiff's  meadow.  The  court  held, 
that  in  such  instances,  unless  the  injury  and  the  cause  thereof 
were  both  apparent,  and  the  cause  of  the  injury  susceptible  of 
regulation  within  the  proper  exercise  of  the  rights  of  either 
party,  except  where  great  and  irreparable  injury  was  established, 
the  parties  would  be  left  to  their  legal  remedy.^  But  when  the 
injury  complained  of  is  such  that  the  relative  rights  of  the  par- 
ties are  susceptible  of  proper  exercise  and  control,  as  the  diver- 
sion of  the  water  of  a  stream,"  the  flooding  of  upper  lands  by  a 
dam,'  the  pollution  of  the  air  by  noxious  odors,*  or  any  act 
which  produces  injury  to  another,  as  the  unauthorized  obstruc- 
tion of  a  water- course,^  an  injunction  will  issue  if  there  is  no 
adequate  remedy  at  law,  however  ditiicult  it  may  be  to  frame  an 
order  that  will  properly  limit  the  rights  of  the  parties." 

Sec.  772.  By  continuous  nuisance,  and  constantly  recurring 
grievance,  or  permanent  injury,  is  not  meant  a  constant  and  unceas- 
ing nuisance  or  injury,  but  a  nuisance  which  occurs  so  often,  and 
is  so  necessarily  an  incident  of  the  use  of  property  complained 
of,  that  it  can  fairly  be  said  to  be  continuing,  although  not  con- 
stant or  unceasing.  A  nuisance  that  arises  from  the  use  of 
property  in  a  particular  way,  which  occurs  only  once  in  two  weeks, 
and  lasts  only  two  hours  each  day  when  used,  is  regarded  as  a  con- 
tinuing nuisance,  if  the  nuisance  is  the  necessary  result  of  such  use.'' 

property  is  not  sufficient  of  itself  to  id.   294.     In  Harrison  v.  Good,    L,  R. 

constitute  the  use  of  property  a  nui-  135,  this  question  is   discussed  in   a 

sance.     In  order  to  have  that  result,  very  able  manner.     See  also  Wolcott 

the  diminution  must  be  occasioned  as  v.  Mellick,  3  Stockt.  (N.  J.)  204. 

the  result  of  an  actual   nuisance   pro-  '  Wason  v.  Sanborn,  45  N.  H.  126. 

ductive  of  some  of  the   concomitants  ''■  Corning  v.  Troy,  etc..  Factory,  39 

that  fairly  produce  the  diminution,  as  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  311. 

noxious  smells,  smoke,  the  deprivation  ^Sheldon  -y.  Rockwell,  8  Wis.  166; 

of  easements,  or  an  actual   injury  to  Colwell  «.  May  Landing,  etc.,  Co.,  19 

some  right  the  injury  to  which  dimin-  N.  J.   245  ;  Hill   «.   Sayles,   12  Gush. 

ishes  the  value  of  the  premises.  Many  (Mass.)  451. 

uses  of  property  may  be  strictly  law-  *  Cleveland  «.  Gas  Co.,  20  N.  J.  201. 

f  ul  that  nevertheless  impair  the  mar-  '  Webb  «.  Portland  Manf.  Co.,  3  Sum. 

ket   value   of    surrounding    property  (U.  S.)  324. 

seriously,  and  so  long  as  such  use  in-  *  Patten  v.  Marsden,  14  Wis.  473. 

vades  no  legal  right  of  another,  by  any  '  Ross  v.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294.     So  a 

of  the  agencies   productive   of  actual  nuisance  that  occurs  only  once  a  year, 

nuisance,    the    damage     is    damnum  in  times  of  high  water  or  periodical 

absque  injuria.     Zabriskie  v.  Railroad  freshets,  is  regarded  as  a  continuous 

Co.,   2   Beas.   (N.  J.)   314;  Duncan  v.  nuisance.     Clowes  -j).  N.  Staffordshire 

Hayes,  22  N.  J.  25;  Ross  v.  Butler,  19  Potteries  Co.,  cited  ante. 


524  ee:!j:edizs  ix  equity. 

Sec.  773.  Bj  substantial  right  is  meant  a  right  incident  to  real 
property,  arising  either  as  a  natnral  and  necessary  incident  to  the 
property  itself,  or  one  which  is  annexed  to  it  either  by  grant  or 
prescription,  and  is  essential  to  the  reasonable  and  convenient 
enjoyment"  of  the  property,  either  for  the  pm-pose  to  which  it  is 
devoted,  or  such  purposes  as  the  party  may  choose  to  devote  it  to. 
It  is  not  essential  that  the  right  should  be  necessary  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  property,  if  it  adds  to  the  convenience  of  its  use,  or 
to  its  comfortable  enjoyment,  so  as  in  any  sense,  whether  in 
point  of  comfort  or  eligibility  of  enjoyment,  to  have  a  special 
value  and  importance,  and  is  annexed  or  incident  to  the  estate  as 
a  legal  right ;  it  is  a  substantial  right  within  the  meaning  of  the 
term,  and  is  entitled  to  protection  from  invasion  or  injury  as 
much  as  the  land  itseK.  By  substantial  right,  is  not  meant  a  right 
of  great  pecuniary  value,  but  a  legal  right,  whether  of  great  or 
small  importance,  that  is  the  special  property  or  privilege  of  the 
occupant,  or  that  is  a  necessary  or  special  incident  of  the  estate 
itself.  It  need  have  no  special  pecuniary  value.  Indeed,  many 
such  rights  have  none,  but,  if  it  is  a  right  which  the  law  recog- 
nizes, it  is  a  substantial  right,  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  as 
used  by  the  courts.' 

1  The  right  to  the  natural  flow  of  So  is  any  right  annexed,  to  the  estate 

water  is  a  substantial  right.     Tyler  v.  or  lawfully  vesting  in  its  occupant, 

"Wilkinson,  4  Mason  (U.  S.),  347  ;   Ma-  as  a  right  of  way ;  Shipley  v.  Caples, 

Bon  v.  Hill,  5  B.  &  Ad.  1.     The  right  to  17  Md.  179  ;  a  right  to  light  and  air  in 

have  it  come  to  one's  land  undimin-  a  certain  manner ;  Cherry  c.  Stein,  11 

ished  in  quantity  is  a  substantial  right.  Md.  1 ;  a  right  of  access  to  the  sea; 

Id. ;  Chasemore  v.   Richards,  7  H.  L.  Attorney-General  v.  Boyle,  10  Jur.  (N. 

349  ;  Wood  «.  Waud,  3  Ex.  748 ;  Clin-  S.)  309  ;    a  right   to   an    entrance   to 

ton  V.  Myers,  46  ZS".  T.  411 ;  7  Am.  Rep.  premises  acquired  by  grant  or  prescrip- 

373.    And  so  is  the  right  to  have  it  tion  ;  Daniel  a.  Anderson,  31  L.  J.  (Ch.) 

come   unpolluted    in  quality.      Hols-  610 ;    a  right   of   drain    for    houses ; 

man  v.  Boiling  Springs  Co.,  J.  McCar-  Xicholas  v.   Chamberlain,  \  Cro.  Jac. 

ter  (X.  J.),  264 ;  Stockport  Waterworks  121  ;    a   right  of    ferry  ;    Trustees  v. 

Co.  t).  Potter,  3  H.  &  C.  300  ;  Wood  v.  Campbell,  6  Pat.  App.   (Sc.)  417  ;  Mo- 

SutcliflFe,  8  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  217.     The  Roberts  c.  Washburn,  JO  :VIinn.  23,  or 

right  to  ordinarily  pure  air  is  a  substan-  any  special  privilege  conferred  by  the 

tial  right.     Francis  u.  Schellkoppf,  53  legislattire   or  acquired   by  prescrip- 

N.  T.  156 ;  Cleveland  v.  Citizens  Gas-  tion.     As  to  erect  a  toll  gate ;  Croton, 

light  Co., 20  X.  J.  201 ;  Crump  t}.  Lam-  etc.,  v.  Ryder,  1  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  611; 

bert,  3  L .  R.  Eq.  409  ;  Adams  v.  Mich-  a  toll  bridge  ;  Chenango  Bridge  Co.  v. 

ael,  38  Md.  407.     The  right  of  access  Binghampton  Br.  Co.,  27  N.  Y.  77  ;  U. 

to  a  street  is  a  substantial  right.   Stet-  S.  Sap.   Ct.,  5  Am.  Law.  Reg.  (X.  S.) 

son  5.  Faxon,  19  Mass.  76.     The  right  424  ;  Hartford,  etc.,  v.  E.  Hartford,  etc., 

of  drainage  for  lands  is  a  substantial  16  Conn.  149  ;  a  railroad  :  Xewburgh 

right,   Bassett  v.  Salisbury   Manufac-  v.  Miller,  5  .Johns.  Ch.  (X.  Y.)  101 ;  Bos- 

turing  Co.,  43  X.  H.  538,  reversing  the  ton  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Salem,  etc.,  R.  R.  Co., 

judgment  of   the   lower  court.     See,  2  Gray  (Mass.),  1 ;  a  market ;  Anony- 

also,  same  case  in  28  N.  H.  38.  mous,   2  Vesey,  414 ;  a  right  to  use 
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Sec.  774.  Tiiere  is  a  broad  distinction  between  an  injury  to  a 
W^^^  incident  to  property,  and  an  injury  to  property  itself.  For  the 
violation  of  a  right  inciderd  to  property,  no  correct  estimate  of 
damages  can  ever  be  made.  Its  valne  is  dependent  upon  a 
variety  of  circumstances  and  conditions,  and  upon  the  tastes, 
necessities,  or  pecnliar  notions  of  individuals.  Being  a  mere 
incident  to  the  estate,  and  having  no  tangible  form,  no  visible 
existence,  an  injury  thereto  is  incapable  of  estimation  or  compen- 
sation in  damages.  But  an  injury  to  property  itself  stands  upon 
a  different  ground.  Property,  to  which  a  right  is  incident,  has  a 
visible,  tangible  existence.  It  has  a  market  value  which  is  sus- 
ceptible of  estimation,  and  may  be  definitely  fixed.  An  injury 
thereto  is  capable  of  estimation.  It  can  be  seen,  and  the  extent 
of  the  mischief  done  can  be  measured  with  some  degree  of  pre- 
cision, and  a  fair  and  reasonable  compensation  awarded.  But 
where  a  inght  is  injured,  no  just  or  adequate  measure  of  damages 
can  be  arrived  at.  It  may,  or  it  may  not  be,  of  present  special 
value  :  it  may  or  it  may  not  be  of  considerable  prospective  value; 
in  either  case,  a  lurv  will  seldom  orive  more  than  nominal  dam- 
ages  for  its  violation,  which  is  utterly  inadequate  to  protect  the 
right.  In  cases  therefore  ot  actual,  tangible  injuries  to  property 
itself,  either  by  an  act  of  trespass  or  nuisance,  which  is  suscepti- 
ble of  fair  and  reasonable  compensation  in  damages,  and  the 
repetition  of  which,  as  a  continuous  or  permanent  injury,  is  not 
threatened,  a  court  of  equity  will  usually  leave  the  parties  to 
their  remedy  at  law,  but  in  the  case  of  an  injury  to  a  righU  that 
is  a  suhstantial  right  of  property,  which,  as  has  heretofore  been 
explained,  is  an  incident  of  real  property  belonging  or  annexed  to 
It,  either  as  a  natural  incident,  or  by  grant  or  prescription,  where 
the  right  is  clear,  and  the  nuisance  established,  an  injunciion  wiU 
always  he  granted  to  protect  the  right,  as  well  as  to  prevent  irre- 

water  for  a  min  ;  Corning  p.  Trov,  etc.,  Co.,  2  L.  R.  Ch.  158  ;  the  preservation 

40  X.  T.  160;  a  right  to  pollute  water  of  privacy;  Jones  c.  Tapling,  12  C.  B. 

acqnired  by  grant  or  prescription  by  (N.  S.)  843  ;  or  to  haTe  no  disagreeable 

tominff  in  the  refuse  water  from  a  mill ;  erections  made   near  one's  premises; 

Crossley  r.  Ligbtowler,  3L.  R.Eq.  279;  Attorney  General  c.   Doughty,  2  Ves. 

a  right  to  a  particular  use  of  another's  453  ;  Ross  r.  Butler,  19  ^.  J.  294 ;  are 

land  acquired  by  grant  or  long  user ;  not  substantial  rights,  unless  made  so 

Gumey  p.  Ford,  2  Allen  (Mass.),  556.  by  express  grant  made  by  one  having, 

3\ii  a  mere  convenience  not  existing  as  at  the  time  of  the  making  thereof,  the 

a  legal  right ,  as  a  right  of  prospect ;  power  to  impose  such  restrictions  upon 

Aldred's  Qas/Si,  9  Coke,  58 ;  Butt  c.  GJaa  the  adjoining  estates. 
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parable  injury.'  To  refuse  an  injunction  after  the  right  and 
nuisance  are  completely  established,  except  for  some  misconduct 
of  the  party  applying  therefor,  would  be  contrary  to  equity  and 
good  conscience,  as  well  as  contrary  to  every  well-considered  case. 
In  such  a  case  no  actual  pecuniary  damage  need  be  proved,  the 
law  imports  damage  to  support  the  right,"  and  when  the  right 
and  its  violation  by  a  continuous  or  threatened  act  is  established, 
an  injunction  may  fairly  be  said  to  be  a  matter  of  right.^ 

Sec.  775.  There  is  another  matter  which  should  be  noticed 
here  as  it  is  the  subject  of  much  confusion,  and  often  misleads 
both  parties  and  courts,  and  that  is,  the  distinction  between 
injury  and  damage.  It  is  usually  supposed  that  they  must  both 
concur  in  a  given  case  in  order  to  uphold  an  action  either  at  law 
or  in  equity,  but  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  ordinarily  understood 
this  is  a  serious  mistake.  There  may  be,  and  often  are,  cases 
where  actions  are  upheld,  when  there  is  injury  without  damage,* 


'  Shields  v.  Arndt,  3  Green's  Ch.  (N. 
J.)  234;  Holsman  v.  Boiling  Spring,  etc., 
Co.,  1  McCarter  (N.  J.),  334 ;  Carlisle 
V.  Cooper,  21  N.  J.  582. 

'^  Clowes  V.  North  Staffordshire  Pot- 
teries Co.,  8  L.  R.  Ch.  125  ;  Ashby  v. 
White,  Ld.  Rayd.  1028,  Lord  Holt's 
opinion  ;  Webb  v.  Portland  Mfg.  Co., 
3  Sum.  (U.  S.) 

^  Holsman  v.  Boiling  Springs  Co., 
ante.  The  trivial  amount  of  damage 
already  sustained  is  no  reason  why  an 
injunction  should  be  denied  when  the 
act  complained  of  might  ripen  into  a 
right.  Corning  v.  Nail  Co.,  34  Barb. 
(N.  Y.)  485 ;  Wright  v.  Moore,  38  Ala. 
593.  Continual  diversion  of  water 
is  irreparable  mischief.  Tuolumne 
Water  Co.  v.  Chapman,  8  Cal.  392  ; 
In  Rochdale  Canal  Co.  v.  King,  21  Law 
&  Eq.  177,  the  defendant  only  had 
the  right  to  use  water  for  condensing 
purposes.  He  used  it  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  in  a  court  of  law  the 
plaintiff  had  a  verdict  for  8s.  damages. 
Held,  that  although  the  damages  were 
merely  nominal,  an  injunction  should 
issue,  and  the  defendant  was  restrain- 
ed. Green  v.  Oakes.  17  111.  249 ;  Rab- 
ley  v.  Welch,  23  Cal.  452  ;  Brock  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  35  Vt.  373 
Mclntire,  23  Cal.  593; 
Co.  '0.  McCay,  id.  490; 
Co.  V.  Fletcher,  id.  481 ; 
Grand  Junction   Canal 


Cusminger  v. 

Natona,  etc., 

;   Phenix,  etc. 

Dickenson  -y. 

Co.,   19  Enff. 


Law  &  Eq.  287.  Equity  will  interfere 
in  a  case  of  nuisance  as  in  trespass, 
when  the  damages  are  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  not  to  be  susceptible  of  proof, 
as  in  such  a  case  the  injury  is  irrepar- 
able. Pike  Co.  ■».  Plank  Road  Co.,  11 
Ga.  246.  Whether  damage  is  irrepar- 
able or  not,  is  a  question  of  law.  Id. 

*  Webb  v.  Pontland  Manufacturing 
Co.,  3  Sum.  (U.  S.)  334;  Wilts,  etc.,  v. 
Swinton  Waterworks  Co.,  9  L.  R.  Ch. 
451 ;  Ballou  v.  Inhabitants,  etc.,  4  Gray 
(Mass.),  324  ;  Knight  Bruce  in  Attor- 
ney General  V.  Sheffield  Gas  Co.,  19 
Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  659  ;  Clowes  v.  Pot- 
teries Co.,  8  L.  R.  Ch.  125  ;  Goodson  «, 
Richardson,  9  id.  221  ;  Bassett  v.  Com- 
pany, 43  N.  H.  534  ;  28  id.  434 ;  Wood 
v.  Waud,  3  Eschq.  748  ;  Bolivar  Man- 
ufacturing Co.  v.  Neponset,  16  Pick. 
(Mass.)  212  ;  Gardner  v.  Newburgh,  2 
Johns,  ('h.  (N.  Y.)  165  ;  Hammond  «. 
Fuller,  1  Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  197  ;  Reid 
V.  Gifford,  1  Hopkins'.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  416  ; 
Arthur '«.  Case,  1  Paige's  Ch.  (N.Y.)448; 
Van  Bergen  v.  Van  Bergen,  2  Johns.  Ch. 
(N.  Y.)  272  ;  S.  C,  3  id.  282  ;  White «. 
Forbes,  Walker  (Mich.),  112  ;  Bemis  v. 
Upham,  13  Pick.  (Mass.)  169  ;  Miller  v. 
Truehart,  4  Leigh  (Va.),  567  ;  Blanch- 
ard  V.  Baker,  8  Greenl.  (Me.)  253  ;  Rip 
ka  v.  Sargent,  7  W.  &  S.  (Penn.)  9  ; 
Parker  v.  Griswold,  17  Conn.  288 ; 
Alexander  v.  Kerr,  2  Rawle  (Penn.),  83. 
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when  there  is  a  Legal  injury  which  results  in  positive  pecuniary 
benefit  to  the  person  bringing  the  action.*  A  legal  injury  is 
something  done  against  the  right  of  another,  against  his  will,  and 
without  authority.  This  is  an  injury  to  his  right  of  dominion 
over  his  property,  and  it  is  in  no  measure  a  defense  that  others 
are  injuring  his  right  in  the  same  way,"  nor  that  the  act  produces 
no  actual  damage,  but,  upon,  the  contrary,  results  in  a  positive 
benefit  to  his  property.'  The  reason  for  this  is,  that  a  man's 
right  of  dominion  over  his  own  property  must  not  be  disturbed. 
Every  man  must  be  left  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own,  so  long 
as  he  keeps  within  the  scope  of  his  legal  rights,  and  this  right  of 
dominion,  this  right  to  deal  with  his  own  property  as  he  will,  is  a 
sacred  right,  and  one  which  is  upheld  by  the  very  necessity  of 
things,  and  finds  support  in  the  soundest  public  policy.  It  is  a 
necessary  adjunct  of  property,  and  in  accordance  with  the  dictates 
of  the  highest  civilization  and  enlightenment.  Without  it,  the 
wildest  chaos  and  confusion  would  ensue,  and  property  itself 
would  be  left  to  the  caprices  and  whims  of  others,  without  sta- 
bility, security  or  value.  Thus  it  is,  that  in  all  ages  of  the  world, 
courts  have,  with  a  strong  hand,  upheld  this  right  of  absolute 
legal  dominion  of  one  over  his  own  property,  and  have  guarded 
it  from  invasion  with  the  most  jealous  care.  Whatever  invades 
this  right  is  a  legal  injury,  whether  damage  ensues  or  not.*  It  is 
a  rigkt^  for  the  violation  of  which  the  law  "  imports  damage  to 
support  the  right,"  and  courts  of  equity  have  always  interposed, 
in  a  proper  case,  to  protect  this  right,  without  any  reference  to 
the  question  of  actual  damage,  the  motive  which  instigated  the 
party  to  invoke  its  aid,  or  the  benefits  that  he  derives  from  the  act.' 
In  such  cases,  the  question  is  not  one  of  damage  on  the  one  hand 
or  benefit  on  the  other,  but  simply  whether  a  right  has  been  vio- 
lated by  a  wrongful  act.  These  points  being  established  and  the 
party  himself  being  without  fault  an  injunction  is  never  denied.'' 

1  Francis  ^).  Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  Y.  *  Barnes  v.  Hathorn,  54  Me.  124. 
156  ;  Gile  -y.  Stevens,  13  Gray  (Mass.),  ^  Goodson  v.  Richardson,  9  L.  R.  Ch. 
146.  331. 

2  Wood  v.  Waud,  3  Exchq.  748 ;  '^  Hack  Improvement  Co.  v.  R.  R. 
Crossley  'o.  Lightowler,  3  L.R.  Ch.406;  Co.,  23  N.  ,J.  94.  When  the  right  la 
McKeon  «.  See,  4  Robt.  (N.  Y.}  449.  clear  and  the  injury  established  an  in- 

^  Gile  V.  Stevens,  ante;  Holsman  ■».  junction  issues  as  a  matter  of  course. 
Boiling  Springs  Co.,  1  McCarter  (N.  Duncans.  Haves,  33  N.  J.  35;  David- 
J.),  343.  son  V.  Isham,  1  Stockt.  (N.  ,J.)  186. 
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Sec.  776.  Damage,  in  its  legal  sense,  is  synonymous  with  com- 
pensation. JS^ot  necessarily  compensation  for  an  injury  done  to 
another,  but  compensation  for  something  done  by  another  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  done,  or  for  neglecting  to  do  something 
which  ought  to  have  been  done.  It  may  be  said  to  be  a  com- 
plex term,  which  imports  both  injury  and  compensation.  That 
is,  legal  injury,  and  compensation  measured  by  the  law.  Its 
usual  signification  as  a  legal  term  is  the  measure  of  compensa- 
tion which  should  be  given  by  one  to  another  for  something 
done  or  omitted  to  be  done,  which  it  was  the  legal  duty  of  the 
person  giving  it,  to  do,  or  not  to  do.  It  can  only  be  effica- 
cious, compensably,  when  it  can  be  fairly  applied  as  a  true  and 
just  measure  of  the  injury  done.  If  the  injury  to  which  it  is 
applied  is  not  susceptible  of  pecuniary  estimation,  it  can  in  no 
just  sense  be  said  to  be  a  compensation  for  the  injury,  unless 
it  operates  to  prevent  the  wrong  and  tends  to  place  the  parties  in 
statu  quo.  This  is  seldom  accomplished  in  a  case  of  a  mere 
injury  to  a  right,  therefore,  courts  of  equity,  while  they  some- 
times require  that  the  rights  of  the  parties  shall  be  settled  at 
law  before  invoking  their  aid  to  stop  the  wrong,  do  not  regard 
the  smallness  of  the  damage  given,  or  even  the  fact  that  no 
damage  at  all  is  given,  as  decisive  of  the  question  whether  their 
interposition  should  be  exercised  or  withheld,  but  simply  whether 
the  right  and  its  invasion  have  been  established.  If  so,  the 
question  then  arising  is,  are  the  damages  given  such  as  will  afford 
adequate  redress  for  the  wrong,  and  protection  against  its  repeti- 
tion ?  It  will,  therefore,  at  once  be  seen  that  if  the  right  is  estab- 
lished, and  no  damages  given,  or  if  only  merdly  nominal  damages 
are  given,  the  adequacy  of  the  legal  remedy  has  failed,  and  the 
very  best  reason  is  furnished  for  equitable  interference.*     But 

'  Clowes  v.  Potteries,  etc.,  Co.,  8  L.  and    the  reason   given  by   the    court 

R.  Ch.  135  ;  Wood  v.  Sutcliffe,  8  Eng.  was,  that  in  the  case  of  an  interference 

Law  &  Eq.  223  ;  People  v.  Third  Av.  R.  with  a  right,  a  court  of  law  could  not 

R.  Co.,  45  Barb.  (N.  T.)  63.  afford  adequate  redress. 

In  Ried  v.  Gifford,  Hopkins'  Ch.  (N.  In  Webber  v.  Gage,  89   N.   H.    183, 

Y.)  416,  which  was  an   action   for   an  the  court  held  that  in  all   cases  where 

injunction  to  restrain  the  diversion  of  the  injury  is  irreparable   and  not  ade- 

water,  the  court  held  that  in  all  cases  quately   compensable  in  damages,  or 

of  a  mere  injury  to  a  right,  a  court  of  is  such  as  in  its  nature  must  occasion  a 

equity  would  interfere  by  injunction  constantly  recurring  grievance,  which 

without  sending  the  party  to  a  court  cannot     be     otherwise    prevented,  or 

of  law  to  have  his  right  settled  there,  where  loss  of    health,  trade,  business 
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apon  the  other  hand  if  the  right  is  established  and  large  damages 
are  given,  which  are  a  fair  and  adequate  compensation  for  the 
injury,  the  adequacy  of  the  legal  remedy  is  established,  and  a 


or  the  destruction  of  the  means  of 
subsistence,  or  permanent  injury  to 
property  or  substantial  rights  therein 
would  ensue,  or  when  an  easement  or 
servitude  is  annexed  to  an  estate  by 
grant,  covenant  or  otherwise,  a  court 
of  equity  will  interfere  in  furtherance 
of  violated  justice  and  the  violated 
rights  of  the  party  or  to  protect  the  due 
and  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  easement 
against  encroachment. 

In  Webb  v.  Portland  Manufacturing 
Co.,  3  Sum.  (U.S.)3;3-1,  Story,  J.,  placed 
equitable  interference  against  the  in- 
fringement of  rights  incident  to  an 
estate,  where  no  actual  damage 
ensued,  upon  the  broad  ground  of 
protection  to  rights,  for  the  evil  action 
of  which  no  adequate  redress  could 
ever  be  had  at  law,  and  he  quoted 
with  approbation  the  saying  of  Lord 
Holt  in  Ashby  v.  White,  1  Ld.  Rayd. 
928,  that  "  for  every  injury  to  a  right, 
the  law  imports  damage  to  support  the 
right."     See  page  338,  ante. 

And  it  may  be  safely  asserted,  that 
this  is  the  uniform  doctrine  of  the 
courts  in  all  cases  for  injuries  to  a 
right,  where  the  right  and  the  injury 
are  clearly  established. 

In  Bassett  v.  Company,  47  N.  H.  234, 
the  plaintiff  brought  his  bill  to  restrain 
the  defendants  from  flooding  his  land 
by  means  of  a  mill-dam.  The  land  in- 
jured was  swamp  laud,  and  unfit  for 
the  purposes  of  cultivation.  He 
brought  his  action  at  law  which  was 
tried  six  times  ;  four  times  without  an 
agreement  of  the  jury,  once  with  a  ver- 
dict for  the  plaintiff  for  one  cent  dam- 
ages, and  the  last  time  with  a  verdict 
for  the  defendant;  upon  application 
for  an  injunction,  the  court  recognized 
the  broad  doctrine  that,  for  an  injury 
to  a  right,  however  small  the  injury, 
or  even  though  there  was  no  real  in- 
jury, the  plaintiflP  would  be  entitled 
to  an  iuj  unction  ;  but  in  that  case  it 
was  refused,  because  the  plaintiff  by  ac- 
quiescence had  estopped  himself  from 
asking  equitable  interference.  From 
the  reasoning  of  the  court  it  is  evi- 
dent that  except  for  the  misconduct  of 
the  plaintiff,  he  would  have  had  an  in- 
junction. 


That  the  courts  regard  the  question 
of  rights  as  superior  to  the  question  of 
damages,  is  evident  from  fdl  the  cases. 
Thus  in  Baldwin  v.  BuflFalo,  29  Barb. 
(N.  Y.)  396,  the  court  restrained  the 
defendant  by  perpetual  inj  unction  from 
entering  upon  the  lands  of  the  plain- 
tiff and  taking  possession  thereof,  and 
opening  and  grading  a  street,  by  pro- 
ceedings regular  in  form,  but  where 
it  appeared  by  extrinsic  evidence  that 
the  commissioners  only  awarded  one 
dollar  damages,  for  lands  worth  twelve 
dollars.  But  where  the  right  or  its 
violation  is  doubtful,  equity  will  not 
enjoin  until  the  questions  have  been 
settled,  but  will  leave  the  defendant 
to  go  on  at  his  peril.  See  also  Wilder 
V.  Strickland,  2  Jones  (N.  C),  386; 
Dumesnil  v.  Dupont,  18  B.  Mun.  (Ky.) 
800  ;  Laughlin  v.  Lamasco,  6  Ind.  223  ; 
Cunningham  v.  Rice,  28  Ga.  30. 

In  California  in  the  case  of  Weimer 
V.  Lowrey,  11  Cal.  104,  where  the  de- 
fendant dug  a  ditch  through  the 
plaintiff's  land  before  the  plain- 
tiff came  into  possession  and  with- 
out his  consent,  and  it  appearing 
that  the  ditch  interfered  with  the  com- 
fortable enjoyment  of  the  property, 
the  nuisance  was  abated  by  mandatory 
injunction.  See,  also,  Bensley  v.  Moun- . 
tain  Lake  Co.,  13  Cal.  306,  for  instances 
where  injunction  will  issue  when  com- 
pensable in  damages,  but  the  party  in- 
flicting the  injury  is  insolvent.  Also, 
United  States  v.  Parrott,  1  McAll.  C. 
C.  (Cal.)  271  ;  Gause  v.  Perkins,  3  Jones' 
Eq.  (N.  C.)  177;  Thomas  v.  James,  23 
Ala.  723  ;  James  v.  Dixon,  20  Miss.  79. 

In  Tuolumne  Water  Co.  v.  Chapman, 
8  Cal.  392,  it  was  held  that  the  contin- 
ous  diversion  of  a  water-course  is  such 
a  case  of  irreparable  injury  as  equity 
will  enjoin.  See  Milhau  ».  Sharp,  28 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  228,  for  instances  of  irre- 
parable mischief.  Also  Roman  v. 
Strauss,  10  Md.  89,  where  a  person  was 
enjoined  from  erecting  a  building  so 
as  to  injure  the  plaintiff's  right  of  way. 
See,  also,  Sprague  v.  Rhodes,  4  R.  I 
301,  where  the  question  arose  .n  refer- 
ence to  an  injury  to  a  water-course. 
Also  Ramsay  v.  Chandler,  3  Cal.  90; 
Middleton  v.  Franklin,  3  id.  238  ;  Cen- 


830 


REMEDIES   IK"  EQUITY. 


court  of  equity  will  not  interfere,  unless  the  injury  is  still  going 
on,  and  it  is  apparent  that  a  multitude  of  suits  would  be  the 
result.* 


Sec.  777.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  right  should  first  be 
established  at  law,  as,  if  the  right  is  clear,  and  its  violation  estab- 
lished, an  injunction  will  be  granted,  if  the  nature  of  the  injury 
is  such  as  would  warrant  an  injunction  after  verdict."  But  an 
issue  mav  be  made  to  a  jury  by  either  party,  or  the  court  may 
direct  it  of  its  own  motion.'  When  the  right  has  not  been  first 
established  in  a  court  of  law,  the  plaintiflp  must  show  that  he  has 
sustained,  or  will  sustain  such  a  substantial  injury  by  the  acts  of 
the  defendant  as  would  entitle  him  to  some  damages  in  an  action 
at  law,  although  his  failure  to  recover  damages  there  is  not  deci- 
sive.* But  an  action  at  law  may  often  be  sustained  when  a  court 
of  equity  will  not  grant  relief.^     As  where  a  party  seeking  the 


tral  Bridge  v.  Lowell,  6  Gray  (Mass.), 
474;  Green  v.  Oakes,  17  III.  249; 
Walker  v.  Shepardson,  2  Wis.  384 

In  Com.  •p.  Pittsburgh  R.  R.  Co.,  24 
Penn.  St.  159,  the  defendant  was  re- 
strained from  encroaching  upon  a  ca- 
nal belonging  to  the  State,  contrary  to 
its  authority,  without  reference  to  the 
question  whether  damage  would  ensue 
or  not. 

For  instances  of  irreparable  mis- 
chief aorainst  which  equity  will  enjoin 
see  Works  v.  Junction  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Mc- 
Lean (U.  S.),  425,  where  it  was  held 
that  it  need  not  be  shown  how  twich 
damage  one  would  sustain  from  a 
nuisance,  but  that  if  the  right  and  its 
violation  were  shown,  an  injunction 
would  issue  to  protect  the  right,  upon 
the  ground  that  such  an  injury  was 
not  capable  of  estimation  in  damages. 

So  in  Burden  ij.  Stein,  27  Ala.  104, 
which  was  an  application  for  an  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  diversion  of  water 
from  a  mill,  it  was  held  a  proper  case 
for  an  injunction,  the  right  being  clear, 
and  its  violation  established,  without 
reference  to  the  question  of  damage. 

See,  also,  Clark  ■p.  \Vhite,  2  Swan 
(Tenn.),  540,  where  it  was  held  that 
equity  would  interfere  by  injunction 
in  all  cases  of  private  nuisance  where 
it  operated  as  a  continuous,  or  often 
recurring  grievance,  irrespective  of  the 
question  of  damage. 


The  ground  of  equitable  interfer- 
ence to  restrain  nuisances  to  water 
rights,  is  well  stated  in  Burnham  n. 
Kempton,  44  X.  H.  78,  which  is  a  well 
considered  case,  and  one  which  will 
repay  careful  examination. 

See,  also,  Ripley  c.  Welch,  23  Cal. 
452,  which  is  also  a  case  that  was 
placed  upon  true  grounds.  Also  Par- 
rish  «.  Stephens,  1  Oregon,  73. 

See  Stein  «.  Burden,  24  Ala.  130,  for 
instances  where  recovery  at  law  may 
be  had  without  proof  of  actual  dam- 
age. In  the  case  of  the  diversion  of 
water,  a  recovery  may  be  had  even 
though  there  is  no  mill.  Stein  e.  Ashley, 
24  Ala.  521,  reaffirming  the  doctrine  of 
Stein  V.  Burden,  ante. 

'  Parker  -o.  Winnepisseogee  Co.,  2 
Black  (U.  S.),  551  ;  Attorney-General 
V.  Xicholl,  16  Ves.  342;  The  Fish- 
mongers' Co.  V.  The  East  India  Co.,  "■ 
Dick.  163. 

-  Morris  i>.  Berklev,  2  Ves.  Sr.  4oS. 

=*  Crowder  v.  Tinkler,  19  Ves.  617 ; 
Humphries  «.  Blevins,  1  Overton 
(Tenn.),  36 ;  Key  v.  Xott,  9  H.  &  J. 
(Md.)  342;  Schneiders.  Shrubsdale,  4 
D.  G.  F.  &  J.  52. 

^  Elmhirst  ?;.  Spencer,  2  Mac.  &  G. 
60. 

'  Parker  tj.  Winnipiseogee  Manufac 
turing  Co.,  2  Black  (U.  S.),  545. 
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injimeidoii  has  hj  la^as,  or  t:?    : —       "-     '  zr    -   :-    — i  :i 
amoimtB  to  an  eqpiitablB  esto^el.  ^    . 

the  right  to  adk  eqmtahle  rdieC.^     Ai^ 

tlie  nnisaiiee  and.  allowed  the  t  "."tv  -     _• 

expenditures  under  the  reaeonalj^ . 

objections  to  the  exerase  of  tfee  trs^?^.*  <»■  where  - r         _  r 

defiaidant  a  liceaose  to  do  tt.. .  zii»llained  . 

revoked  the  Hieemae;,  «•,  whtjT  -   —  -^  •ro  £_ 

injoiy  not  a£  a  ccHitnuioas  or  penman^nt  i^aitnre.* 

Where  a  party  has  ^ept  opon  his     .  wheal  the  nnaseanee 

has  been  going  on  with  eqnal  injnir,  i :  "il  jeaxs,  aan  injnne- 

'.'.  a  win  genenulj  not  be  issoed  until  .    :  ie  fgatablishffid  at 

m  Mial  hearing. 

Thus,  in  AHoMia  v.  Gmvgm  R.  R.  G&^  40  Ga-,  471  tike  miai- 
saaiiftfl!  had  been  in  e3d£li^ii0e  for  tOTex  twenitj  yessrs,  bes^jtre  it^ae 
plaintii^  nioTed  for  an  injnmeltiiiMi-  The  leomri'  la^d  that  idae 
case  presented  no  saeh  insSaiiiiee  ^of  inttotesaMe  nmisanee  and 
pressing  nee^s^tr  "^  as  entittled  a  parttir  who  had  borne  wMi  a 
nndsanee  so  long,  to  a  prelimiinar^  "''  '■^~  '-^ '~  aiod  left  the  paurdes 
in  wtaiM  quo  until  a  hearing  eoiu^  . .  _^^  -.^om  the  merits..  £at 
a  mere  ddaj  o£  seirer^  m«cmths  will  not  de|NTve  a  parlj  of  h^ 
remedy  hx  pf^liminanr  injnnction.  whai  the  ds^j  is  sa;i3^&betimty 

('?f  as*.    i55  ;  JjasA  Cksrisffir  ai.  lie-sdSs  1  aine. 

To-r--f.  i  ODuBer,  -g27 ;  "WlffiEDej  t.  TTn-  *  Ms^s  t~  Iresier.  38  X.  ,'    :  .         >  : : 

aom,  eiic^  11  trrsj   (Ma^X  ^S;  Th^  idll  Ts^rf  deifix. -azuess  ii  iu^a.^^IIx;  :: 

C^ti»e  of  xiie  Wii^r-eoiEGrse.  2  Elq,  Ciees  &a.'di  aa  ieq^iieseezsoe-KS  la^-anis  t:  i.z. 

A"i?T.  52i,  jil  2 ;  G^jpeT  t-  B.  BL  Oa. ,  1  eq-aimble  e?i.c>p7»r-l,  der  rix-e  »  rmrr^  : : 

fj-m-m  (PenzLX  413;  Siirdeaa  t.  Sceim,  h^  i^-znec^             ^z;rsr>r               :  -     '. 

Sr  AJla.  104 :  AraofinoeT-JGreaeial  51.  Sief-  is  a  delsT               -j -r-ea-^ 

fieM  Gas  Ojl,  19  Eh®!  law  &  Eq  6S7 ;  Coopr: 

Wilmr-:-  ~-  «"   "  Ha©  E^sJ  ©f  Jeser,    iasslr. .  __. .-  :___:..- -:_ 

Or.  Jfe  F  .               -    ;  n  T_  TajloT,  2  Eq.  aiamiier  to  |ro  chl,  frosi  mnf  t.d  ■nme, 

r.'^.  A"  :    ",-     1    .  bdlsoaa  jC  HoopesE,  4  and  mair  "  • ---     ,,—   -  -          r     -    -    ^ 

Vj.  i    .:    -".      .-jaard '81.  CTBteffly,  3  tKES2»es? 

CvMnm.  iSa.  Tf-5  ■     ' 

^T^aha.  AdamBs^aaatesBmaiklaiia^gL.  sc-r       ~              -       ^ 

HoiBrfi*QB,27  BeftT.  -^j  "WsHSbbbb  «l  4n^JLnT*d._   -^lEarDej-irr 

Tlw  Ekri  off  Jeraey.l  C5r.  AIli.  aa.  Ocu  5-4  X.  J.  4?.     A^  "       - 

^  WiMjJ  m.  SaatdSfts,  8  Esaa^.  Liaw  &  12  pgnse,  see  cases        -  - 

Bt-^]^*:^  ^in-CCI.SL)  li»;B^%'«.  3SI  aiaa  Sli^  auiiiii& 
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Sec.  7T8.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  equity  over  cases  of  pri- 
vate nuisance  is  now  well  established,*  and  in  a  proper  case  for 
equitable  interference  it  will  assume  and  take  jurisdiction  and  give 
the  party  all  the  relief  to  which  he  is  entitled,  even  to  the  settle- 
ment of  damages.''  But,  in  order  to  entitle  a  party  to  equitable 
relief,  his  right  must  be  clear,'  and  the  injury  established*  as  in 
doubtful  cases,  the  party  will  be  turned  over  to  his  legal  remedy.' 
In  cases  where  the  bill  shows  that  the  danger  is  imminent,  or  the 
injury  if  allowed  to  go  on  will  be  destructive  to  the  plaintiff's 
rights,  the  courts  will  retain  the  injunction  until  after  the  rights 
are  settled,  even  though  they  turn  the  party  over  to  his  remedy 
at  law.'  If  the  right  is  established  at  law,  and  the  remedy 
proves  inadequate,  equity  will  relieve,'  and  in  a  strong  case, 
where  the  injury  is  of  a  grievous  character,  as  injurious  to 
health,"  destructive  of  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property,' 
or  an  act  which  if  continued  will  operate  to  destroy  a  substan- 
tial right,  equity  will  interfere  by  injunction  to  prevent  a  repe- 
tition of  the  nuisance,  even  though  its  use  for  the  purpose  com- 
plained of  has  stopped  since  the  verdict  at  law.'° 

Sec.  779.  The  fact  that  the  party  has  a  legal  remedy  is  not 
the  point ;  the  question  is,  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  his  legal  remedy  is  adequate  to  redress  the  particular 
injury  complained  of.  If  so,  equity  will  not  interfere,  except  in 
special  cases.  But  if  the  legal  remedy  does  not  afford  that  relief 
to  which  the  party  in  equity  and  good  conscience  is  entitled,  the 
smallness  of  the  damage  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  magnitude  of 
the  interest  to  be  affected  on  the  other,  will  not  prevent  the  exer- 

'  SwAYNE,  J.,in   Parker  v.  Wiane-  «  Bacon  v.  Jones,  4  My.  «&  Cr.  438  ; 

pisocree  Co.,  3  Black  (U.  S.),  551  ;  Lake  Sprague  «.  Steere,  1  Augell  (R.  I.)  247. 

Co    V   Worster,  29   N.  H.  433 ;  Hodg-  '  Olmstead   v.  Looniis,  6   Barb.   (N. 

man  v.  Richards,  45   id.  30  ;  Dover  v.  Y.)  152.    In  New  York  since  the  Code, 

Portsmouth  Br.  Co.,  17  id.  200 ;  Burn-  and    courts   of    law    and   equity   are 

ham  «.  Kempton,  44  id.  79  ;  Webber  v.  practically  amalgamated,  a   party  can 

Gao-e,'37  id.  186.  have  his  rights  settled  in  equity,  how- 

-'"Bassett  v.  Company,  43  N.  H.  249  ;  ever  doubtful. 

Dumett  V.  Dumett,  id.  499.  '  Attorney-General    v.   Nicholl,    16 

3  Shields  v.  Arndt,  3  Green's  Ch.  (N.  Vesey,  342. 

J.)  234  ;  Ross   «.  Butler,  19   N.  J.  294 ;  »  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq. 

Duncan  v.  Hayes,  22  id.  25.  20. 

•*Hack   Improvement   Co. -b.   R.   R.  '»   Peck  «.  Elder,  3   Sandf.    (N.  Y.) 

Co.,  22  N.  J.  94.  126. 

s  Hilton  V.  The   Earl  of  Granville, 
C.  &  Ph.  284. 
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cise  of  the  preventive  power  of  the  court."  Indeed,  it  was 
remarked  in  one  case  by  an  eminent  jurist,  whose  opinions  are 
entitled  to  great  weight :  "  Even  slight  infringements  of  rights, 
bv  a  large  company  of  persons,  ought  to  be  watched  with  a  care- 
ful eye,  and  repressed  with  a  strict  hand  by  a  court  of  equity, 
where  it  can  exercise  jurisdiction."  It  is  proper  to  say,  that  this 
remark,  so  pregnant  with  justice,  and  so  keenly  cognizant  and 
regardful  of  small  rights,  has  since  been  recognized  by  the  Eng- 
lish courts,  as  the  correct  embodiment  of  equitable  policy,' 

Sec.  780.  But  it  should  be  remembered,  that  in  order  to  war- 
rant the  interposition  of  a  court  of  equity,  ordinarily,  a  substan- 
tial right  of  property  must  be  affected  by  the  nuisance,  and  the 
injury  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  support  an  action  at  law/ 
Indeed,  while  the  courts  ordinarily  will  not  require  the  party  to 
establish  his  right  at  law  before  seeking  equitable  relief,  yet  they 
do  require  that  he  should  by  his  bill  show  conclusively  that  a 
legal  right  has  been  violated,  which  would  entitle  him  to  a  ver- 
dict at  law,  and  that  the  injury  is  of  such  a  character,  that  a 
court  of  law  could  afford  no  adequate  redress,,  w  it  must  be  a 
nuisance  which  seriously  affects  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of 
property,  as  by  the  exercise  of  a  noisy,  noxious  trade,^  or 
which  is  of  such  a  character,  that  delay  would  be  destruc- 
tive of  material  interests.'  The  bill  must  always  show  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  right  injured,  and  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  injury  inflicted,  and,  unless  it  appears  from  the  biU 

1  Knight  Brtjce,  L.   J. ,  Attorney-  The  ground  upon  whicli  tlie  court  pre- 

General  v.  The  Sheffield  Gas  Co.,  19  dicated  its  action  was,  that  the  defend- 

Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  6o7.                          .  ant,  by  laying  the  water-pipes   in  the 

-T[n  a  recent   case  in  the  court  of  plaintiff's  soil,  had  violated  his  right, 

chancery  appeals  (Goodson  v.  Eichard-  and  that,  while   the   present   damage 

son,  9  L.  R.  (Ch.  App.)  321),  a  manda-  was  nothing,  yet,  if  continued  for  the 

tory   injunction  was   granted  compel-  statutory  period,  a  servitude  would  be 

ling  the  defendant  to   remove   water-  imposed   upon    the  plaintiff's  estate, 

pipes    laid  bv  the  defendant,  in  the  Clowes®.  N.  Staffordshire  R.  R.  Co.,  8 

highway   in   front   of    the   plaintiff's  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  125  ;  Wilts  v.  Swinton 

premises,  of  which  the  plaintiff   was  Water-works  Co.,  9  id.  451. 

the  owner  of  the  fee.     The  court  held  ^  Clowes  v.  Potteries  Co.,  8  L.  R.  Ch. 

that  the  fact  that  the   soil  under  the  135. 

hig-hwav  was  of  no  value  to  the  plain-  *  Cleaveland  v.  Gas-light  Co.,  20  N. 

tiff,  and'  that  his   motive   in   bringing  J.  201 ;  Dennis  v.  Eckhardt,  54  Penn. 

his   bill  was  not  connected  with   the  St.  224. 

enjoyment    of    his    land,   offered    no  ^  Weir  v.  Kirk,  74  Penn.  St.  274. 
reason  against  granting  the  injunction. 
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that  the  party  would  be  entitled  to  a  verdict  at,  and  that  no 
adequate  redress  could  be  obtained  in,  a  court  of  law,  the  party 
will  be  turned  over  to  his  legal  remedy.' 

Sec.  781.  The  real  question,  and  the  real  test  by  which  to 
determine  whether  an  injunction  should  be  granted  or  not,  is, 
whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  plaintiff 
ought  to  be  required  to  submit  to  the  injury  complained  of.*  In 
determining  this  question,  regard  must  be  had  to  the  nature  of 
the  right,  and  the  character  of  the  injury.'  If  the  injury  is  an 
invasion  of  property  in  the  nature  of  a  continuing  trespass,*  or 
if  it  is  of  such  a  character  that,  if  long  continued,  a  right  will 
be  acquired  as  against  the  plaintiff 's  estate,  to  continue  the 
wrt)ng,  and  an  action  at  law  will  not  operate  to  prevent  a  con- 
tinuance of  tlie  injury,  and  the  plaintiff  has  been  guilty  of  no 
laches,  or  of  such  conduct  as  in  equity  estops  him  from  seeking 
equitable  interference,  there  can  be  no  question  that,  by  all  the 
better  class  of  authorities,  he  is  entitled  to  an  injunction,  even 
though  the  damages  are  merely  norninal  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view.* 

Sec.  782.  It  is  sometimes  said  that  "  mere  inconvenience  " 
resulting  from  an  act,  does  not  constitute  that  act  a  nuisance. 
This  is  not  true  in  its  largest  sense,  but  is  true  in  a  special  sense. 
Where  a  person  by  an  unlawful  act  deprives  a  person  of  a  mere 
convenience,  as  access  to  his  premises  *  or  any  mere  convenience 
that  exists  as  a  legal  right,  that  act  is,  and  always  has  been  regarded 
as  an  actionable  nuisance,  even  though  of  smaU  importance.' 
But  the  interference  with  a  mere  convenience  that  the  party  does 

'  Theibault  v.  Conover,  11  Fla.  174;  ^  Doellner  v.  Tynan,  38  How.  Pr.  (N. 

Adams  'o.  Micliael,  38  Md.  123  ;  Attor-  Y.)   176  ;    Gilbert    «.    Showerman,  23 

ney-General  v.  Steward,  20  N.   J.  415 ;  Mich.  163. 

Ross  v.  Butler,  19  id.  294;  Duncan  v.  *  Mississippi,  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ward, 

Hayes,  22  id.  2o.  2  Black  (U.  S.),  485. 

•^  Lloyd  V.  R.  R.    Co.,  2  1).  J.  &   S.  ^  Webb  v.  Portland  Manufacturing 

568;  Lewin  v.  Lewis,  4  M.   &   C.  254;  Co.,  3  Sum.  (U.  S.)  334. 

Attorney-General  v.  ShefSeld  Gas  Co.,  ^  Atiorney-General  v.  Bovl,  10  Jur. 

19  E.  L.  &  E.  657,  opinion  of  Knight  (N.  S.)  307;  Daniel  «.  Ande"rson,  31  L. 

Bruce  ;  Goodson  v.  Richardson,  9  L.  J.  Ch.  610 ;  Shipley  v.  Capes,  17  Md. 

R.  Ch.  App.  221  ;  Wandsworth  Board  179. 

of  Works  V.  London,  etc.,  R.  R.  Co.,  '  Webber  v.  Gage,  39  N.  H.  182. 
31  L.  J.  (Ch.)  854;  Walter  v.   Selfe,  4 
Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  20. 
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not  hold  as  a  legal  right,  as  the  hiding  of  a  prospect  *  or  the  cut- 
ting oft'  of  a  convenient  access  to  his  premises,  that  is  not  an  inci- 
dent of  the  estate,  is  not  a  nuisance."  Therefore,  in  determining 
the  question  as  to  whether  depriving  a  person  of  a  "  mere  con- 
venience "  is  a  nuisance  or  not,  regard  must  always  be  had  to  the 
rigid  bv  which  that  convenience  is  held  or  exercised.  If  it  is  a 
legal  right  incident  to  the  estate,  whether  a  natural  or  acquired 
incident,  so  that  it  is  annexed  to  the  estate  or  legally  vests  in  its 
occupant,  an  interference  therewith  is  a  nuisance,  actionable  at 
law,  or  relievable  in  equity.* 

So  too,  while  the  diminution  of  the  value  of  property  by  a 
lawful  act  will  not  make  the  act  a  nuisance,  yet  mere  diminu- 
tion of  the  value  of  property  from  an  unlawful  act  will  be  sufti- 
cient  to  make  the  act  occasioning  it  a  nuisance.  Therefore,  when 
it  is  said  that  mere  diminution  of  the  value  of  propel  ty  does  not 
create  a  nuisance,  it  is  meant  that  a  person  exercising  an  act 
strictly  lawful,  and  in  no  sense  a  nuisance,  except  as  it,  by  its 
proximity  to  certain  property,  renders  that  property  less  valuable 
in  market,  cannot  therefore  be  regarded  as  a  nuisance,*  but  if  the 
use  of  property  producing  that  result  is  in  any  sense  a  nuisance, 
as  by  sending  forth  noxious  smells,*  smoke,'  noxious  vapors,^  or 
by  producing  disagreeable  noises,*  or  varying  and  agitating  sounds," 
or  is  productive  of  any  of  the  results  fairly  within  the  idea  of  a 
nuisance,  diminution  in  the  value  of  property  as  a  result  thereof, 
is  clearly  an  important  element  for  which  a  recovery  may  be  had.'* 

Sec.  783.  Any  person  injuriously  affected  by  a  nuisance  who 
could  maintain  an  action  at  law  therefor,  can  maintain  a  bill  in 
equity  for  an  injunction.  But,  unless  he  could  maintain  an 
action  in  a  court  of  law  he  cannot  maintain  a  bill,  therefore,  in 
determining  the  right  of  a  party  to  proceed  in  equity  for  redress 
by  injunction  against  a  nuisance,  either  public  or  private,  regard 

1  Butt  V.  Imperial  Gas  Co.,  2  L.  R.  '  Salvin  v.   Xortli  Brancepeth  Coal 

Cli-  158 .  Co.,  31  L.  T.  (N.  S.")  156. 

^  McGee  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Grant,  116,  «  Dennis  r.Eckhardt,  54  Penn.  St. 204. 

ll'^-  5  McKeon  «.  See,  4  Robt.  (N.  Y.)  449 ; 

^  Webber  v.  Gage,  ante.  51  N.  Y. 

^  Ross  r.  ButlerT  19  X.  J.  294.  i"  Barnes   r.   Hathom,   54  Me.  127  ; 

=■  Peck  r.  Elder,  3  Sand.  ex.  Y.U26.  Tbiebault    t.   Conover.    11    Fla.   174; 

«  Adams  0.  Michael,  38  Md.  135.  Peck   r.  Elder,  3  Sand.   (N.   Y.)  126; 

Dana  c.  Valentine,  5  Met.  (Mass.)  8. 
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must  be  had  to  his  right  to  maintain  an  action  in  a  court  of  law. 
Where  several  persons  are  injured  by  a  common  nuisance, 
although  varying  in  degree  but  having  a  common  effect,  they 
may  join  in  a  bill  for  an  injunction,  but  there  can  be  no  recovery 
of  damages.* 

Sec.  784.  "When  a  court  of  equity  exercises  original  jurisdic- 
tion over  a  nuisance,  under  a  bill  brought  for  an  injunction,  it 
will  settle  all  the  right  of  the  parties,  even  to  the  assessment  of 
the  damages  resulting  therefrom.' 

Sec.  785.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  equity  over  nuisances 
is  concurrent  with  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  law.'  It  will 
entertain  complete  jurisdiction  in  a  proper  case,  where  the  bill 
and  the  proof  makes  a  proper  case  for  equitable  relief,  or  will 
entertain  a  bill  in  aid  of  a  court  of  law  when  an  action  to  settle 
the  rights  of  the  pairties  is  pending  there,  when  the  bill  shows 
such  a  case  of  irreparable  mischief  as  makes  it  proper  to  have  the 
nuisance  stopped  until  the  rights  of  the  parties  are  determined.* 
This  species  of  injunction  is  called  interlocutory,  simply  staying 
the  nuisance  during  the  pendency  of  litigation,'  and  is  often  issued 
as  much  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  defendant  as  of  the 
'  plaintiff."  They  are  generally  issued  only  when  the  right  is  clear, 
the  nuisance  certain,  and  the  injury  immediate  or  irreparable,'  or 
to  prevent  remote  and  contingent  damage  in  certain  cases.* 

Sec.  786.  Perpetual  injunctions  are  injunctions  issued  after  a 
final  determination  of  the  question  involved,  and  operate  as  a 
perpetual  restraint  upon  all  the  proper  parties  thereto  against 
perpetrating  or  repeating  the  acts  therein  forbidden.' 

'  Brady  v.  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  ^  Farmer,  etc.,  v.  Reno,  53  Penn.  St. 

156  •  Peck  V.  Elder,  3  Sandf.  (N.  Y.)  224 ;  Murdock's  Case,  2  Bland.  (Md.) 

126  461. 

2  Bassett  v.  Company,  43  N.  H.  249  ;  «  Harman  v.  Jones,  1  Cr.  &  Ph.  299 
Dunnett  v.  Dunnett,  id.  499.  Morris  v.  Prudden,  20  N.  J.  530. 

3  Gardner  v.  Newburgh,  2  Johns.  Cli.  ''  Mammoth  Vein  Co.'s  Appeal,  54 
(N.  Y.)  162  ;  Parker «.  Winnepiseogee,  Penn.  St.  183.  -r  -r  r^-u  «oo 
etc.,  Co.,  2  Black  (U.  S.),  415.  «  Lowndes  v.  Booth,  33  L.  J.  Ch.  433. 

4  Lister  v.  Leather,  3  Jur.  (N.  S.)433;  »  Chapman  v.  Harrison,  4  Rand.  Va.) 
Blackmore  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  M.  &  K.  154 ;  336 ;  High  on  Injunctions,  4. 

Bacon  v.  Jones,  4  M.  &  C.  436  ;  Eadeu 
V.  Firth,  1  H.  &  M.  573. 
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Mandatory  iu junctions  are  often  issued  by  the  courts  where 
the  case  renders  that  species  of  injunction  proper,  and  are  in  the 
nature  of  an  order  directing  a  restoration  of  things  to  their  for- 
mer condition,  or  directing  certain  things  to  be  done  which  the 
equities  of  the  case  and  the  legal  rights  of  the  parties  warrant.' 
Formerly  the  exercise  of  this  jurisdiction  was  doubted,  but 
now  it  is  regarded  as  a  well-settled  power  incident  to  a  court  of 
equity." 

This  power,  however,  is  exercised  with  great  caution,  and  only 
in  instances  where  the  injury  from  a  continuance  of  the  nuisance 
would  be  serious,  or  the  injury  is  of  such  a  character  that  real 
and  substantial  justice  requires  that  the  parties  should  be  put  in 
"  statu  quo.''^ 

Sec.  787.  Bills  for  an  injunction  and  for  damages  resulting 
therefrom  may  be  brought  against  any  party  who  is  aiding  or 
abetting  therein,  or  who  in  any  measure  upholds  the  same,  and 


'  Martyr  v.  Lawrence,  2  DeG.  J.  &  S. 
261 ;  Garretson  v.  Cole,  1  H.  &  J.  (Md.) 
370. 

^  Mandatory  injunctions  are  orders 
issued  out  of  a  court  of  equity 
to  compel  a  party  to  do  or  not  to  do 
that  whicli  the  obvious  equities  of  the 
case  require.  However  much  this 
power  may  heretofore  have  been 
doubted  the  courts  now  exercise  it 
whenever  required  as  a  necessary  in- 
cident to  the  power  to  place  the  par- 
ties where,  in  equity  and  good  con- 
science, they  ought  to  be.  Isenberg  v. 
East  India  Co.,  33  L.  J.  Ch.  393 ;  Deere 
V.  Guest,  1  My.  &  Cr.  516 ;  High  on  In- 
junctions, 500  ;  Kerr  on  Injunctions, 
231,  233,  233,  where  the  whole  subject 
is  ably  and  carefully  reviewed.  Beadel 
V.  Perry,  3  L.  R.  Eq.  465  ;  Schwoer  v. 
Boston"  Market,  99  Mass.  285;  Coal  Co. 
v.  Lehigh  Coal  and  Nav.  Co.,  50  Penn. 
St.  91 ;  Rogers'  Machine  Works  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  20  N.  J.  387 ;  Sears  v.  Boston, 
16  Pick.  (Mass.)  357;  Pierce  v.  New 
Orleans,  18  La.  An.  242  ;  Burrell  v. 
Prichard,  1  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  244 ;  Good- 
son  1).  Richardson,  9  id.  225  ;  Martin  v, 
Headon,  3  L.  R.  Bq.  435. 

"  In  Attorney- General  v.  Mid  Kent 
R.  R.  Co.,  3  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  100,  will  be 
found  a  very  full  statement  of  the 
considerations  that  operate  to  induce 


a  court  of  equity  to  exercise  thia 
power.  In  this  case  the  court  held 
that  the  fact  that  a  remedy  existed  at 
law  by  mandamus,  did  not  oust  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  that  the 
injury  was  small,  should  not  influence 
the  exercise  of  its  power,  but  that,  as 
substantial  justice  required  that  the 
defendants  should  conform  to  the  act 
under  which  they  derived  authority, 
the  court  would  by  mandatory  order 
compel  compliance  therewith.  In 
Corning  v.  Troy  Iron,  etc.,  Factory,  40 
N.  T.  191,  a  mandatory  injunction  was 
issued  to  compel  the  restoration  of 
waters  diverted  from  a  natural  water- 
course by  an  artificial  channel,  and 
the  court  placed  the  issue  of  its  man- 
datory order  upon  the  ground  of  strict 
right  and  equity  between  the  parties, 
and  held  that,  while  the  order  would 
operate  disastrously  to  the  defendants, 
and  would  be  of  but  little  advantage 
to  the  plaintiffs,  yet,  as  it  was  the 
right  of  the  plaintiffs  to  have  the 
water  flow  in  its  natural  channel,  its 
diversion  was  wrongful,  and  its  resto- 
ration a  matter  of  strict  equitable  as 
well  as  legal  right.  Cole  Silver  Mining 
Co.  f).  Virginia,  etc..  Water  Power  Co., 
1  Sawyer  (U.  S.  C.  C.)  685  ;  Camblas  v. 
Phila.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Brewster  (Penn.)  563. 
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in  determining  who  should  be  made  parties  thereto,  or  rather 
who  may  be  made  parties,  reference  should  be  had  to  the  legal 
liability  of  parties,  for  a  bill  in  equity  to  restrain  a  nuisance  only 
lies  against  those  who,  at  law,  would  be  liable  to  respond  in 
damages. ' 

Sec.  788.  An  injunction  will  be  issued  to  prevent  the  creation 
of  a  nuisance,  as  well  as  to  stop  a  nuisance  already  created,*  but 
in  such  a  case  the  character  of  the  nuisance  must  be  particularly 
set  forth  in  the  bill,  as  well  as  the  character  of  the  injury  that 
will  result  therefrom.*  That  is,  such  facts  must  be  set  up,  and 
with  such  particularity,  as  clearly  show  that  a  nuisance  will  be 
created  by  the  act  sought  to  be  enjoined,  if  it  is  allowed  to  go 
on.*  But  where  it  is  the  use  of  a  structure  in  process  of  erection 
that  will  create  the  nuisance,  the  erection  of  the  structure  will 
not  be  enjoined,  but  simply  the  use  of  it  in  the  manner  com- 
plained of.^  But  when  the  structure  itself  will  be  a  nuisance,  as 
a  shutting  out  the  li^ht  and  air  from  windows  which  the  party 
has  a  right  to  have  unobstructed,'  or  where  it  cuts  off  access  to 
one's  premises  by  a  way  to  which  the  party  is  legally  entitled,'  or 
when  the  structure  can  only  be  used  for  the  illegal  purpose  named 
in  the  bUl,  the  erection  itself  will  be  enjoined.*  But  to  entitle  a 
party  to  relief  in  such  cases,  a  very  strong  case  must  be  made  by 
the  bill,  and  sustained  by  the  proof,  as  if,  on  coming  in  of  the 
answer,  the  fact  of  contemplated  nuisance  is  fully  denied,  or  if, 
upon  the  facts,  there  is  a  reasonable  doubt  of  the  effect  of  the 
erection,  the  injunction  will  be  denied  until  the  question  of  nui- 
sance is  determined  by  the  actual  use  of  the  property.* 

Sec.  789.  Injunctions  against  threatened  nuisances  will  seldom 
be  granted  except  in  extreme  cases  where  the  threatened  use  of 

^  See  Chapter  on  Remedies  at  Law.  '  Stetson  v.  Faxon,  19  Mass.  110. 

*  Cleveland  v.  Citizens  Gas-light  Co.,  *  Cleveland  v.  Citizens  Gas-light  Co., 
20  N.  J.  201.  ante. 

8  Adams  v.  Michael,  38  Md.  125.  '  Attorney-General  v.  Steward,  20  N. 

*  Thiebault  v.  Conover,  11  Fla.  325.  J.   415  ;    Cleveland    v.   Citizens    Gas- 

*  Cleveland  «.  Citizens  Gas-light  Co.,  light  Co.,  id.  201;  Rhodes  «.  Dunbar, 
20  N.  J.  201;  Attorney-General  «.  Stew-  57  Penn.  St.  294  ;  Adams  «.  Michael,  38 
ard,  id.  415.  Md.  125  ;  Ross  v.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294 

•^  Gwyn  V.  Milmouth,  1  Freem.  (Ohio)    Duncan  v.  Hayes,  22  id.  23. 
505. 
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property  is  clearly  shown  to  be  such  as  leaves  no  doubt  of  its 
injurious  results.  The  bill  must  set  forth  such  a  state  of  facts  as 
leaves  no  room  for  doubt  upon  the  question  of  nuisance,  for  if 
there  is  any  doubt  upon  that  point,  the  benefit  of  it  will  be  given 
to  the  defendant.'  A  mere  allegation  of  great  and  apprehended 
danger  is  not  enough,  facts  must  be  stated  that  show  it  so.'' 

The  general  practice  in  reference  to  bills  to  restrain  threatened 
nuisances,  when  the  thing  sought  to  be  restrained  is  2,  jprima  facie 
nuisance,  or  when  the  bill  sets  forth  facts  that  leave  no  doubt  that 
the  use  of  property  complained  of  will  be  a  nuisance,  seems  to 
be,  upon  coming  in  of  the  answer  denying  the  nuisance,  to  dis- 
solve the  injunction  and  allow  the  defendant  to  go  on  at  his  peril 
until  the  final  hearing,  when,  if  the  nuisance  is  established,  a  per- 
petual injunction  is  granted.'  But  if  the  bill  seeks  to  enjoin 
the  erection  of  a  building  upon  the  ground  that  its  use  will  be  a 
nuisance,  it  must  be  alleged  in  the  bill  and  proved  upon  the  trial 
that  the  building  itself  will  be  a  nuisance,  and  that  it  can  be 
devoted  to  no  use    except   such   as  will  be  productive  of  such 


1  Adams  v.  Michael,  38  Md.  125  ; 
Thiebault  «.  Conover,  11  Fla.  143; 
Cleveland  v.  Gas  Co.,  20  N.  J.  201 ; 
Attorney-General  v.  Steward,  21  N.  J. 
415  ;  Wolcott  v.  Mellick,  3  Stockt.  (N. 
J.)  204 ;  Davidson  ■».  Isham,  1  id.  186  ; 
Clark  V.  Lawrence,  6  Jones'  Eq.  (N.  C), 
83 ;  St.  James  Church  i).  Arrington,  36 
Ala.  546 ;  Norwood  v.  Dickey,  18  Ga. 
528  ;  Wallace  «.  McVey.-  6  Ind.  300 ; 
Rhodes  t).  Dunbar,  57  Penn.  St.  274 ; 
Duncan  'o.  Hayes,  22  N.  J.  23  ;  Laugh- 
lin  t'.  President,  etc.,  of  Lamasco,  6 
Ind.  223;  Wilder  ■».  Strickland,  2  Jones 
(N.  C.)  386  ;  Dunning  «.  Aurora,  40  111. 
481;  Silliman  «.  Hudson. River  Br.  Co., 
4  Blatchf.  (C.  C.  U.  S.)  395 ;  Carpen- 
ter V.  Cummings,  2  Phila.  (Penn.)  R. 
74 ;  Spencer-  b.  Campbell,  9  W.  &  S. 
(Penn.)  32  ;  Lake  View  «.  Letz,  44  111. 
81;  Ross  ».  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294;  Branch 
Turnpike  Co.  «.  Yuba,  13  Cal.  190; 
Parrish  v.  Stevens,  1  Or.  73  ;  Brock  ■«. 
Railroad  Co. ,  35  Vt.  373  ;  Kirkman  -o. 
Handy,  11  Hump.  (Tenn.)406;  Benguin 
t).  Anderson,  28  Ind.  79  Morris,  etc., 
Co.  x>.  Central  Railroad  Co.,  1  Green 
(N.  J.),  419  ;  Lutheran  Church  «.  Mas- 
chop,  2  Stockt.  (N.  J.)  57 ;  Harrison  v. 
Brooks,  20  Ga.  537. 


In  Dumesnil  v.  Dupont,  18  B.  Monr. 
(Ky.)  800,  an  injunction  was  refused 
to  restrain  the  erection  of  a  powder 
house  in  a  public  place.  But  see  Weir 
«.  Kirk,  74  Penn.  St.  225. 

A  court  of  equity  looks  at  the  mate- 
rial averments  of  a  bill,  and  from  them 
determines  the  true  character  and 
equitable  rights  of  the  parties.  Mc- 
Connell  v.  Gibson,  12  lU.  128. 

^  Turnpike  Co.  ».  Yujia,  13  Cal.  190 ; 
Waldron  v.  Marsh,  5  id.  119 ;  Adams 
».  Michael,  ante  ;  Thiebault  v.  Conover, 
11  Fla.  143;  Duncan  v.  Hayes,  23 
N.  J.  23  ;  Wolcott  v.  Mellick,  3  StoCkt 
(N.  J.)  184 ;  Ross  v.  Butler,  19  N.  J 
294 ;  Dumesnil  v.  Dupont,  18  B.  Mon. 
(Ky.)800;  Carpenter  «.  Cummings,  3 
Phila.  (Penn.)  74;  Rhodes  ■».  Dunbar, 
57  Penn.  St.  274. 

2  Rhodes  «.  Dunbar,  57  Penn.  St. 
274  ;  Ross  v.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294  ;  Sel- 
lers «.  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  et  al.. 
Weekly  Notes  of  Cases,  vol.  1,  p.  295, 
Meigs  -y.  Lester,  23  N.  J.  200 ;  Babcock 
v.  New  Jersey  Stock  Yard  Co.,  20  id. 
296 ;  Dubois  xi.  Budlong,  15  Abb.  Pr. 
(N.  S.)  N.  Y.  452 ;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3 
Sand.  (N.  Y.)  126  ;  Howard  «.  Lee,  id. 
524  ;  Butler  d.  Rogers,  1  Stockt.  (N.J.) 
487. 
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results.'  Where  it  appears  that  the  building  can  be  devoted  to 
other  uses  that  are  lawful,  the  erection  of  it  will  not  be  restrained, 
but  its  use  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  bill,  if  clearly  a  nui- 
sance, will  be.^ 

But,  the  mere  fact  that  the  building  is  to  be  devoted  to  a  use 
that  has  always  proved  a  nuisance  elsewhere,  is  by  no  means  con- 
clusive that  it  will  be  a  nuisance  in  the  instance  charged  in  the 
bill.  Therefore,  the  bill  should  set  forth  not  only  the  use  to 
which  the  building  is  to  be  devoted,  but  also  the  manner  in  which 
the  building  is  to  be  used  so  far  as  known  to  the  plaintiff,  in  order 
that  the  court  may  see  whether,  in  the  light  of  human  experience, 
the  particular  use  will  be  injurious.  If  the  answer  denies  the 
nuisance  and  sets  forth  a  peculiar  method  of  use,  the  effects  of 
which  are  unknown,  the  practice  now  seems  to  be,  particularly  in 
Scotland,  and  its  justice  commends  itself  to  all  courts,  to  tem- 
porarily dissolve  the  injunction  and  allow  the  experiment  to  be 
tried  to  determine  whether  an  actual  nuisance  will  result  from 
the  particular  use  in  question.^ 

But  if  the  erection  will  be  a  nuisance  of  itself,  as  because  it  is 
erected  across  a  private  way,  or  so  as  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of 
some  right  or  easement  incident  to  his  estate,  or  in  violation  of 
some  right  incident  to  the  estate  arising  under  contract,  the  erec- 
tion itself  will  be  enjoined.  As  when  the  plaintiff' s  grantor,  at 
the  time  of  the  conveyance  of  the  defendant's  estate,  imposed  a  V- 

restriction  upon  his  grantee  against  the  erection  of  buildings  for 
any  purpose  that  would  be  a  nuisance,*  or  against  the  erection  of  p 

buildings  upon  a  particular  piece  of  ground  whereby  another's 
light  or  prospect  would  be  impaired.^ 

Sec.  790.  Great  care  should  be  observed  in  drawing  complaints 
to  restrain  a  threatened  nuisance,  to  set  forth  fully  and  particu- 

1  Cleveland  ®.  Citizens  Gaslight  Co.,  N.  T.  452;  Allison  «.  Watt,  4  F.  (Sc.) 

20N.  J.  201.  1068;  Trotter  «.  Farnie,  5  W.  S.  (Sc.) 

«  Cleveland  «.  Gas   Co.,  ante;  Ross  649;  Mutter  «.  Fife,  21  Jur.  (Sc.)  51; 

v.  Butler,   19   N.   J.    294 ;   Rhodes  v.  Ross  'o.  Butler,    19   N.  J.   294 ;  Cleve- 

Dunbar,  57  Penn.   St.    274 ;   Weir  v.  land  «.  Gas-liglit   Co.,  20  id.  201  ;  Sel- 

Kirk,  74  id.  230  ;  Sellers  v.  Pennsylva-  lers  v.    Railroad  Co.  et  al.,  ante.     See 

nia  Railroad  Co.  et  al.,  Weekly  Notes  ante,  543,  644,  545  and  549. 

of  Cases,  vol.  1,  p.  297.  ■*  Haines  D.Taylor,  2  Ph.  209  ;  Elwell 

3  Arnot  'o.  Brown,  1  Macph  (Sc),  229;  B.  Crowther,  31  Beav.  169. 

Rhodes   «.   Dunbar,  57  Penn.  St.  274  ;  *  Palmer  v.  Paul,  2   L.    J.  Ch.  154  ; 

Howard  «.  Lee,  3   Sand.   (N.  Y.)  281 ;  Railroad  Co.   -o.  Crossland,  2  J.  &  H. 

Dubois  «.  Budlong,  15  Abb.  Pr.  (N.  S.)  579. 
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larly  its  nature  and  character.  In  what  the  nuisance  will  con- 
sist, and  the  knowledge  of  the  plaintitf  as  to  the  nse  in  the 
manner  described,  as  well  as  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
injury  that  will  result  to  the  plaintitf  therefrom.'  These  facts 
must  not  rest  upon  belief,  but  upon  the  actual  knowledge  of  the 
plaintiff,  which  must  be  stated  in  the  complaint,  as  well  as  the 
source  from  which  it  is  derived."  A  complaint  resting  upon 
information  and  belief  is  insufficient,  as  the  court  will  give 
the  defendant  the  benefit  of  all  doubt  unless  the  thing  is  in 
its  nature  a  nuisance,  or  is  a  prima  facie  nuisance.^  If  it  is  a 
use  of  property  which  may  or  may  not  become  a  nuisance,  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances  and  the  manner  of  its  use,  unless  the 
bill  shows  that  the  use  will  be  such  as  to  make  it  a  nuisance,  the 
injunction  will  be  denied  and  the  party  left  to  his  remedy,  when 
the  thing,  by  its  use,  becomes  a  nuisance.* 

But  it  is  generally  good  policy  where  there  are  strong  reasons 
to  believe  that  the  thing  will  be  a  nuisance,  to  institute  proceed- 
ings to  stay  its  progress,  particularly  if  its  erection  involves  large 
expenditures,  as  in  such  cases  the  party  cannot  be  charged  with 
laches,  nor  can  acquiescence  in  any  measure  be  imputed  to  him, 
and  the  diligence  used  by  instituting  the  proceedings,  operating 
as  a  notice  and  protest  against  the  use  of  the  property  in  the 
manner  contemplated,  strengthen  the  plaintiff's  equities  when  he 
asks  for  an  injunction  after  the  use  of  the  property  actually 
proves  injurious.* 

Sec.  791.  The  right  to  pure  air  is  a  natural  right  and  is  regarded 
as  incident  to  land.  Its  sensible  pollution  by  the  exercise  of  a 
"noxious  trade  whereby  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property  is 
diminished,  is  a  nuisance,  against  which  courts  of  equity  will 
always,  in  proper  cases,  give  relief.*  Slight  pollution  or  such 
pollution  thereof  as  is  fairly  incident  to  the  ordinary  use  of  prop- 

•TMebault  v.  Ckinover,  11  Fla.  225.  eral  o.  Cleaver,  IS  Vesev,  212  ;  Mayor, 

2  Adams  v.  Michael,  38  Md.  125.  etc.,  v.  Ball,  5  id.  568. 

2  Cleveland  ■».  Citizens  Gas-light  Co.,  ^  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  57  Penn.  St.  274 ; 

20  N.  J.  201.  Ross  V.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294 ;  Attoruey- 

*  Ripou  v.  Herbert,  1  Cooper,  333 ;  General  v.  Stewart,  21  id.  224. 

Spencer  v.    Railroad   Co.,  8  Sim.  192  ;  *  Tipping  c.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co., 

Mohawk   B.   &   Co.  v.  Railroad  Co.,  6  6  B.  &   S.  604;  Catlin  y.  Valentine,  9 

Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  557 ;  Attorney-Gen-  Paige's  Ch.  (N.Y.)  574 ;  Babcock  v.  New 


York  Stock  Yark  Co.,  20  N.  J.  294. 
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erty,  are  not  regarded  as  creating  actionab''e  injuries,'  because, 
otherwise  cities  could  not  be  built  or  business  be  carried  on  in 
large  communities,  but  such  interferences  with  its  natural  condi- 
ion  as  are  not  fairly  and  reasonably  incident  to  the  ordinary  use 
of  property,  that  render  the  surrounding  property  physically 
uncomfortable  by  reason  of  the  noxious  mixtures  communicated 
to  it,  is  a  nuisance  for  which  an  action  will  lie  at  law  for  damages, 
and  in  equity  for  an  iuj unction  and  damages.'^ 

Sec.  792.  The  production  of  mere  inconvenience,  resulting 
from  the  exercise  of  a  trade,  is  not  sufficient  to  constitute  that 
trade  a  nuisance  ; '  neither  is  the  fact  that  it  renders  the  location 
less  eligible  as  a  place  of  residence  for  people  who  pay  high  rents, 
or  are  of  "dainty  modes  and  habits  of  living;  "*  but  the  injury 
must  be  real  and  substantial,  and  such  as  impairs  the  ordinary  en- 
joyment, physically^  of  the  property  within  its  sphere ;  ^  not  meas- 
ured by  the  standard  incident  to  a  dainty  and  luxurious  mode  of 
living,  but  according'"  to  plain  and  simple  modes  and  habits'* 
incident  to  persons  of  ordinary  tastes  and  sensibilities.' 

Sec.  793.  Necessarily  each  case  must  stand  upon  its  own  spe- 
cial circumstances,  and  no  definite  rule  can  be  given  that  is  appli- 
cable in  all  cases,  but  when  an  appreciable  interference  with  the 
ordinary  enjoyment  of  property,  physically,  is  clearly  made  out, 
as  the  result  of  a  nuisance,  a  com't  of  equity  will  never  refuse  to 
interfere,  even  though  the  actual  injury  resulting  to  the  most 
injured  is  small,  while  the  damage  to  the  party  complained  of 
will  be  great  by  having  his  business  stopped.''  Courts  do  not 
stop  to  balance  conveniences®  if  a  substantial  legal  right  is 
invaded  by  the  unlawful  exercise  of  a  trade  or  use  of  property  by 
another,  the  smallness  of  the  damage  on  the  one  side,  or  its  mag- 

1  Embrey  «.  Owen,  6  Exchq.  353  ;  «  Walter  ».  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq. 
Walter  «.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  15;     20. 

Eoss  V.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294.  '  Salvin  ij.  No.  Brancepeth  Coal  Co., 

2  Huckenstine's  Appeal",  70  Penn.  St.  31  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  165  ;  Sumney  v.  Wag- 
415  ;  10  Am.  Rep.  170 ;  Tipping  v.  St.  ner,  1  D,  M.  &  G.  616 ;  Attorney-Gen- 
Helen  Smelting  Co.,  6  B.  &  S.  608.  eral  «.  Aspinall,  2  M.  &  C.  613. 

^  Barnes  «.  Hathorn,  54  Me.  124.  ®  Attorney-General  «.   Birniingimm 

4  Ross  ».  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294 ;  Wal-    4    K.   &  J.   528 ;  Attorney-General  -»' 

ter  f).  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  20.  Colney  Hatch  Asylum,  4  L.  R.  Ck.  148 

''  Cleveland  v.  Citizens  Gas-light  Co., 

20  N.  J.  201. 


REMEDIES   IN   EQUITY.  843 

nitude  on  the  other,  is  not  a  fact  ordinarily  of  any  special  weight, 
but  if  the  right  and  its  violation  is  clear,  an  injunction  will  issue 
regardless  of  consequences.^ 

Sec.  794.  A  person  cannot  go  on  and  build  extensive  works  and 
make  heavy  expenditures  of  money  for  the  exercise  of  a  trade  or 
business  that  will  invade  the  premises  of  another  with  smoke,  nox- 
ious vapors  or  noisesome  smells,  to  an  unwarrantable  or  unlawful 
extent,  and  then,  when  called  upon  to  desist,  turn  around  and 
claim  immunity  for  his  trade  or  business,  on  the  ground  that  to 
stop  it  would  involve  him  in  ruin ;  "^  nor  that  it  is  a  necessary  result 
of  carrying  on  his  trade  at  all,  and  that  he  has  adopted  the  most 
improved  methods  known  to  science,  or  which  human  skill  has 
devised,^  nor  that  his  trade  is  a  useful  one,*  and  beneficial  to  the 
community  *  or  to  the  nation,'  or  that,  by  bringing  a  large  num- 
ber of  workmen  into  the  neighborhood,  it  has  enhanced  the 
value  of  the  plaintiffs  property,^  for,  although  his  trade  may  be 
a  lawful  one,  and  conducted  with  the  highest  regard  to  producing 
as  little  injui'y  as  possible;  while  it  may  be  that  the  injury  pro- 
duced from  it,  is  a  necessary  incident  to  the  exercise  of  the  trade 
at  all,  and  while  to  stop  it  may  be  injurious  to  him,  may  involve 
him  in  ruin  even,  yet  these  facts  cannot  protect  him  ;  if  the  plain- 
tiff 's  rights  are  clear,  and  the  nuisance  conclusively  established, 
his  works  must  be  stopped,  regardless  of  consequences  to  him, 
"  for  he  ought  to  have  established  his  trade  in  great  commons 
or  waste  places,  away  from  great  cities  and  human  habitations."* 
Neither  will  the  fact  that  when  he  erected  his  works  no  houses 
were  near,  but  that  the  plaintiff  has  come  to  his  works,  in  any 
measure  operate  to'protect  him,'  for  he  should  have  taken  the 
precaution   to   purchase   enough  of    the   surrounding  property 

1  Webb  V.  Portland  Manufacturing        *  Beardmore  v  Treadwell,  7  L.  T.  (N. 

Co.,  3  Sum.  (U.  S.)  334 ;  Reid  ».  GiflEbrd,  S.)  207. 

Hopkins'  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  225 ;  Tipping  v.         ^  Poynton  v.  Gill,  1  Rolle's  Abr.  140. 
St.  Helen  Co.,  6  B.  &  S.  608  ;  Roberts        «  Res  Publica  v.  Caldwell,  1  Dallae 

D.  Clarke,  18  L.    T.  (N.  S.)  49;  Lus-  (U.  S.)  169. 
combe  v.  Steere,  17  id.  229.  '  Gile  v.  Stevens,  13  Gray,  146  ;  Fran 

^  Attorney -General  v.  Leeds,  5  L.  R.  cis  v.  Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  Y.  156. 
Ch.  583 ;  Tipping  -y.  St.  Helen  Smelt-        «  Poynton  v.  GiU,  Rolle's  Abr.  140. 
ing  Co.,  6  B.  &  S.  608 ;  Attorney-Gen-        ^  Rex  v.  Neil,  C.  &  P.  485 ;  Brady  v 

eral  v.  Colney  Hatch.  Lunatic  Asylum,  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  156  ;  Catlin  v 

4  L.  R.  Ch.  143.  Valentine,  9  Paige  (N.  Y.)  575. 

*  Ryland  v.  Fletcher,  1  L.  R.  Ex.  169. 


844  REMEDIES   IN   EQUITY. 

when  he  built  his  works,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  such 
results.  By  setting  up  his  trade  in  the  suburbs  of  a  town,  away 
from  human  habitations,  he  could  not  preclude  others  from  com- 
ing there  to  occupy  their  lands  for  any  of  the  ordinary  or  lawful 
purposes  to  which  they  might  desire  to  devote  it,  and  he,  by 
neglecting  to  purchase  enough  of  the  surrounding  property  to 
protect  him  from  such  contingencies,  must  take  the  consequences 
of  his  folly,  and  move  his  works  still  further  into  uninhabited 
districts.! 

Sec.  795.  While  in  determining  the  question  of  nuisance,  the 
fact  that  the  locality  is  in  a  measure  given  up  to  noxious  trades, 
will  not  deprive  a  party  of  his  remedy  either  at  law  or  in  equity, 
against  one  whose  works  are  an  actual  nuisance,'  yet,  if  the 
locality  is  wholly  or  principally  given  up  to  trades  of  a  noxious 
character,  and  the  plaintiff  has  himself  devoted  a  part  of  his  prem- 
ises to  business  purposes,  which  in  a  measure  contribute  to  the 
nuisance,  he  cannot  by   using  a  portion  of  his  building  for  a  & 

dwelling  acquire  any  superior  right  over  othei*  property  owners 
in  the  neighborhood.^  The  locality  is  always  proper  to  be  con- 
sidered as  well  as  the  uses  to  which  it  is  devoted,  but  it  in  no 
measure  operates  as  a  defense,  unless  it  has  been  given  up  to 
noxious  trades  for  the  prescriptive  period,*  nor  then,  if  the  owner 
of  the  nuisance  complained  of  has  not  acquired  a  prescriptive 
right  to  carry  on  the  trade  there,  if  it  sensibly,  or  appreciably, 
increases  the  nuisance  existing  in  the  locality.^  Neither  does  a 
prescriptive  right  to  carry  on  a  noxious  trade,  warrant  an  increase 
of  the  business  so  as  to  increase  the  nuisance.^  The  right  is  only 
commensurate  with  the  use,  and  though  a  noxious  trade  has  been 
carried  on  for  a  centurj^,  in  a  given  locality,  which  was  productive 
of  no  special  injury,  yet,  if,  by  reason  of  an  increase  of  the  busi- 

1  Brady  v.  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  *  Tipping  v.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co., 

156  ;  Catlin  v.  Valentine,  9  Paige  (N.  6  B.  &  S.  608  ;  Hackenstine's  Appeal, 

Y.)  575.  70  Penn.  St.  415, 10  Am.  Rep.  170. 

*  Cleveland    v.    Citizens     Gas-liglit  ^  Huckenstine's  Appeal,  70  Penn.  St. 

Co.,  20  N.  Y.  201 ;  McKeou  v.  See,  4  415,  10  Am.  Rep.  170. 

Robt,  (N.  Y.)  449  ;  Crump  v.  Lambert,  *  Bankbardt  «.  Hougbton,27Beavan, 

3  L.  R.  Eq.  409  ;  Milligan  v.  Elias,  19  425;  Lawlor  v.  Potter,  1  Hannay  (X.B.), 

Abb.  Pr.  (N.  Y.)N.  S.  328;    Tipping  ».  St.  Helen  Smelting 

»  Gilbert    «.  Sbowerman,  23   Mich.  Co.,  6  B.  «fc  S.  608. 
448 ;  Doellner  v.  Tynan,  31   How.  Pr. 
(N.  Y.)  176. 
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ness  or  a  change  in  its  character  or  use,  it  conies  to  produce 
injury,  becomes  a  nuisance,  the  party  is  liable  for  all  excess  of 
injury  beyond  his  right,  and  equity  to  that  extent  will  enjoin 
him.' 

Sec.  796.  A  party  may,  by  laches^  deprive  himself  of  an  equi- 
table remedy  against  a  nuisance.  Thus,  if  a  party  sleeps  on  his 
rights  and  allows  a  nuisance  to  go  on  without  remonstrance  or 
rather  without  taking  measures  either  by  suit  at  law  or  in  equity 
to  protect  his  rights,  and  allows  the  party  to  go  on  making  large 
expenditures  about  the  business  which  constitutes  the  nuisance, 
he  will  be  regarded  as  guilty  of  such  laches  as  to  deprive  him  of 
equitable  relief,  particularly  until  the  right  has  first  been  settled 
at  law.*  And  where  the  delay  is  also  coupled  with  an  acquiesc- 
ence, he  will  be  deprived  of  all  equitable  relief,^  and  may  be 
placed  in  a  position  where  the  court  will  enjoin  him  from  pro- 
ceeding against  the  nuisance  at  law,*  or  even  to  prevent  the 
recovery  of  a  judgment  obtained  therefor  in  a  court  of  law.* 

Sec.  79T.  A  party  affected  by  a  nuisance  cannot  sleep  upon 
his  rights  and  delay  and  temporize  and  excuse  himself  upon  the 
ground  that  he  expected  some  one  else,  affected  by  the  nuisance, 
to  move  in  the  matter.  It  is  his  business  to  protect  and  look  out 
for  his  own  rights.'  But  the  party  will  not  be  estopped  from 
ultimate  relief  in  a  court  of  equity  by  raere  delay  after  his  rights 
have  been  settled  at  law,  if  he  has  done  nothing  amounting  to 
active  acquiescence  in  the  nuisance.'' 

1  Oldaker  «.  Hunt,  19  Beav.  485;  Rob-  Ph.  209;  Society  ^\  Low,  17  N.  J,  19; 
ertson  v.  Stewart,  9  G.  &  M.  (C.  S.)  Gray  -y.  Railroad  Co.,  1  Grant's  Cas. 
189.  (Penn.)   412;    Swaine    v.    Seamens,  9 

2  Carlisle  «.  Cooper,  20  N.J.  599  ;Mor-  Wall.  (U.  S.)  254;  Irvine  «.  Irvine,  id. 
ris,  etc..  Railroad  Co.   v.  Prudden,  id.  618. 

530  ;  Goodwin  «.  Canal  Co. ,  18  Ohio  St.  »  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co.  ■?).  Tipping, 

169  ;  Birmingham  Canal  Co.  xi.  Llovd,  1  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  66. 

ISVesey,  515;  Pulling  b.  Railroad  Co.  «  Morris  «.  Prudden,  20  N.  J.  530; 

33  L.  J.  (Ch.)  505  ;  Marker  ».  Marker,  Attorney-General  -y.    Railroad   Co..  24 

9  How.  1,  16 ;  Williams  v.  Earl  of  Jer-  N.  Y.  49. 

sev,  Cr.  &  Ph.  92  ;  Hilton  v.  The  Earl  '  Meigs  v.  Lester,  23  N.J.  199;  Canal 

of"  Granville,  Cr.  &  Ph.  284.  Co.  «.  King,  16   Beav.  643;    Jones  v. 

3  Bankhardt  ■;;.  Houghton,  27  Beav.  Canal  Co.,  2  Molloy,  319 ;  Williams  «. 
425.  Earl  of  Jersey,  Cr.  &  Ph.  92  ;  Coles  v. 

•*  Houghton  v.  Bankhardt,  ante  ;  Simms,  5  D.  M.  &  G.  1 ;  Attorney-Gen 
Hentz  V.  Long  Island  Railroad  Co.,  13  eral  «.  Board  of  Health,  2  Jur.  (N.  S.) 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  647;  Haines  v.  Taylor,  2     180  ;  Ramsden  v.  Dyson,  1  L.  R.  H.  L. 
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Sec.  798.  As  to  what  constitutes  an  acquiescence  in  a  nuisance, 
to  the  extent  to  deprive  a  person  of  equitable  relief,  as  well  as  to 
constitute  an  equitable  estoppel,  so  that  a  court  of  equity  will 
restrain  a  party  from  proceeding  at  law  to  recover  damages  aris- 
ing from  a  nuisance,  it  may  be  said  that  mere  delay  for  several 
years  in  bringing  an  action  will  not  of  itself  constitute  an  acqui- 
escence. Neither  will  an  actual  assent  to  the  erection  of  the 
nuisance,  and  active  participation  in  its  erection,  unless  the  party 
had  reason  to  suppose  that  the  erection  would  be  a  nuisance.' 
But  if  the  thing  or  erection  is,  of  itself,  or  in  the  use  of  which  it 
is  to  be  devoted,  in  its  nature  a  nuisance,  assent  thereto  or  active 
acquiescence  therein  is  such  an  acquiescence  as  will  deprive  a 
party  of  an  equitable  remedy,*  and,  after  the  erection  is  com- 
]3leted,  and  by  its  use  has  become  a  nuisance,  if  the  party,  with- 
out taking  measures  to  stop  the  nuisance  by  suit,  allows  the  owner 
to  go  on  and  make  large  additions  thereto,  or  expend  money 
upon  the  same  in  it§  repair,  this  will  operate  as  an  equitable 
estoppel,  which  will  warrant  a  court  of  equity  in  restraining  pro- 
ceedings at  law  for  damages  arising  from  the  nuisance.^  But  in 
order  to  constitute  such  an  estoppel  there  must  be  "  wrong  on  one 
side  and  freedom  from  blame  on  the  other."  *  The  acts  of  the 
party  aifected  by  the  nuisance  must  have  been  such  as  to  make 


129  ;  Goldsmid  tJ.Tunbridge  Wells  Co., 
1  L.  R.  Ch.  849  ;  Rumlins  v.  Wickham, 
3  D.  &  J.  304 ;  Landmexborough.  v. 
Bower,  2  L.  T.  205  ;  Roads  Co.  v.  Rail- 
road Co.,  1  Ra.  Ca.  653 :  Western  v. 
McDermott,  2  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  72;  Bar- 
ker V.  Railroad  Co.,  Ra.  Ca.  401. 

'  The  acquiescence  must  be  such 
that,  to  allow  the  party  to  proceed  to 
recover  damages  for  the  nuisance, 
would  operate  as  a  fraud  upon  the  de- 
fendant. The  mere  standing  by  and 
seeing  the  works  going  on  without  ob- 
jection is  not  sufficient.  The  business 
must  be  such  that,  in  its  very  nature, 
it  is  a  nuisance.  If  it  is  only  a  busi- 
ness which  may  or  may  not  become  a 
nuisance  acquiescence  is  no  estoppel. 
Bankhardt  v.  Houghton,  27  Beav.'  430  ; 
Meigs  V.  Lester,  20  N.  J.  199  ;  Carlisle, 
etc.,  ■».  Cooper,  21  id.  599  ;  Heiskell  v. 
Gross,  7  Phila.  (Penn.)  317.  Nor  where 
the  erection  is,  in  fact,  a  nuisance,  if  it 
has  been  productive  of  no  damage, 
Heiskell  v.  Gross,  ante ;  Haines  v.  Tay- 


lor, 2  Ph.  209  ;  Greenhalgh  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  3  M.  &  C.  784  ;  Canal  Co.  v.  King, 
2  Sim.  (N.  S.)  87;  Stakes  v.  Singers,  31 
E.  C.  L.  92;  8  E.  &  B.  31 ;  Crossly  v. 
Lightowler,  2  L.  R.  Ch.  App.  478; 
Corning  v.  Trov  Nail,  etc.,  Co.,  34 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  485 ;  40  N.  Y.  191. 

■^  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.  ■».  Oxford, 
etc.,  R.  R  Co.,  3  D.  M.  &  G.  341 ;  Wood 
v  SutclifEe,  2  Sim.  (U.  S.)  163  ;  8  Eng. 
Law  &  Eq.  217  ;  Helms  v.  McFadden,  18 
Wis.  191. 

2  Attorney-General  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  24 
N.  J.  49  ;  Heiskell  v.  Gross,  7  Phila. 
(Penn.)  317. 

*  Batchelder  v.  Sanborn,  4  Foster  (N. 
H.),  474.  A  person  who  acts  in  ignor 
ance  of  his  rights  will  not  generally 
be  prejudiced  thereby.  Lewis  v.  San 
Antonio,  7  Texas,  288 ;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  3  D.  M.  &  G.  341 ;  Dickson  v. 
Green,  24  Miss.  612  ;  Calhoun  v.  Rich- 
ardson, 30  Conn.  210  ;  Mitchell  v.  Lea- 
vett,  id.  587. 
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any  attempt  on  bis  part  to  stop  the  nuisance  or  recover  damages 
therefrom  a  positive  fraud.  Therefore,  the  thing  must,  in  its 
very  nature,  have  been  a  nuisance,  and  of  such  a  character  that 
the  party  assenting  was  charged  with  notice  of  the  full  extent  of 
its  noxious  character,  and  the  probable  injury  that  would  arise 
therefrom.'  If  the  thing  was  something  which  might  or  might 
not  become  a  nuisance,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  its  use, 
he  would  not  be  estopped  unless  he  knew  the  precise  method  of 
its  use,  and  was  fairly  charcjeable  with  notice  of  its  results."  So 
too  if  the  party  making  the  erection  has  done  or  said  any  thing 
in  reference  to  his  use  of  the  property,  and  its  results  that  has 
misled  the  party,  no  estoppel  can  be  asserted,'  or  if  the  trade  or 
busiu ess  has  been  cari'ied  on  in  a  small  way,  without  injurious 
results,  a  neglect  to  remonstrate  against  an  enlargement  of  the 
works  will  not  amount  to  an  estoppel,  unless  the  party  was  fairly 
chargeable  with  knowledge  that  their  use  as  enlarged  would  result 
in  an  actual  nuisance.'* 

So,  too,  if  the  only  acquiescence  claimed  is  in  allowing  the 
party  to  go  on  and  make  expenditures  in  his  business,  without 
expenditures  in  erections  or  repair  of  the  same,  courts  will  not 
generally  treat  that  as  such  an  acquiescence  as  deprives  a  party 
of  equitable  relief  after  the  right  has  been  determined  at  law.* 

A  party  must  not  sleep  upon  his  rights,  when  such  delay 
operates  as  an  acquiescence  in  a  wrongful  act  injurious  to  him, 
particularly  when,  by  reason  of  such  delay,  the  other  party  goes 
on  and  expends  money  in  his  erections  and  about  his  business 
and  is  thus  subjected  to  loss  that  proper  and  timely  action  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiff  would  have  prevented.  If  he  does,  when  he 
goes  into  a  court  of  equity  for  relief,  he  will  be  told  that  he  has 
come  too  late,  and  is  without  equitable  relief.* 

1  Johnson  v.  Wyatt,  2  D.  J.  &  S.  18  ;  Williams  t\  Earl  of  Jersey,  Cr.  &  Ph.  92. 

Bankhardt  v.  Houghton,  27  Beav.  240.  But  mere  delay,  so  long  as  the  parties 

*  Bankhardt  «.  Houghton,  ante  ;  remain  in  statu  quo,  will  not  deprive  a 
Greenhalgh  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  .3  M.  &  C.  partr  of  equitable  relief.  Gale  v. 
784.  Abbott,  8   Jur.  (N.  S.)  987  ;  Carlisle  v. 

3  Davies  ®.  Marshall,  10  C.  B.  (X.  S.)  Cooper.  20  X.  J. ;  Heiskell  v.  Gross,  7 

711  ;  Rawlins  v.  Wickham,  3  D.  &  J.  Phil.  (Penn.)  317  ;  3  Phil.  (Penn.)  363  ; 

304.  Gordon  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Beav.  233.   The 

*  Bankhardt  v.  Houghton,  ante.  question  as  to  whether  a  delay  long  or 
'=  Archbald  v.  Scully,  9  H.  L.  388.  short  will  operate  to  estop  an  asser- 
«  Attorney-General   v.  R.   R.  Co.,  24  tion  of  a  right,  depends  entirely  upon 

N.  J.  49 ;  Meigs  v.  Lester,  20  N.  J.  199  ;     what  has  been  done    by  the  parties. 
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Sec.  799.  In  this  country,  as  well  as  in  England,  unless  the 
party  has  done  something  to  deprive  himself  of  an  equitable 
remedy  to  restrain  a  continuous  nuisance,  after  the  question  of 
nuisance  has  been  determined  in  a  court  of  law,  an  injunction 
will  be  granted  even  though  no  actual  damage  results  therefrom.' 
But  if  the  injury  is  trifling,  and  the  nuisance  temporary,  and  the 
party  has  an  adequate  remedy  at  law,  the  courts  will  sometimes 
refuse  to  interfere,  when  the  inconvenience  and  damage  resulting 
to  the  defendant  will  be  much  greater  by  its  interference  than  the 
injury  to  the  plaintiff  will  be  if  the  remedy  is  denied.'  But,  if 
the  nuisance  is  a  constantly  recurring  grievance,  the  court  will 
interfere  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  prevent  interminable  litigation 
and  a  multiplicity  of  suits.' 

Sec.  800.  The  acts  of  several  persons  acting  separately  and 
without  concert,  and  entirely  and  independent  of  each  other,  may 
together  constitute  a  nuisance,  when  the  acts  of  either  one  alone 
would  not  create  it,  and  such  parties  may  be  joined  as  defendants 
in  a  bill  for  an  injunction.* 

Sec.  801.  It  would  be  impossible  to  give  all  the  instances  in 
which  courts  of  equity  have  interfered,  or  refused  to  interfere  in 
cases  of  nuisance.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  when  the  right  is 
clear,  and  the  nuisance  established,  a  court  of  equity  will  always 
interfere,  if  the  nuisance  results  from  an  unlawful  act,'  is  contin- 
uous in  its  nature,*  or  if  only  temporary,  if  it  is  not  adequately 
compensable  in  damages.'  Injunctions  have  been  granted  to 
prevent  the  erection  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  vicinity  of  dwell- 
ings, even  where  the  neighborhood  had  been  in  a  measure  given 

wliether  the  delay  has  changed  their  Hopkins'  Ch.   (N.   T.)  146  ;  Pollitt  v. 

status.      Archbald  v.   Scully,  9  H.  L.  Long,  58  Barb.(N.  T.)20;  Gardner  v. 

388.  Newburgh,  2  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  162; 

1  Webb  V.  Portland   Manufacturing  Case   v.  Haight,  3  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  632  ; 

Co.,  3  Sum.  (U.  S.)485  ;  Reid  «.  Giflfbrd,  Arthur  v.  Case,  1   Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.) 

Hopkins'  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  416  ;  Goodson  v.  417  ;  Belknap   v.  Trimble,   3   id.  577  ; 

Richardson,   9    L.    R.    Ch.   App.    225;  Corning  i;.  Troy  Nail,  etc.,  Co.,  40  N. 

Wilts    V.    Waterworks   Co.,  id.    465;  Y.  191  ;  34  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  485. 

Bassett  v.  Company,  47  N.  H.  ■*  Thorpe  v.  Brumfitt,  8  L.  R.  Ch.  609. 

■^Richards  «.  Phoenix  Co.,  57  Penn.  ^Rochester  v.  Curtis,  Clarke's    Ch. 

St.    294;    Huckenstine's    Appeal,    70  (K  Y.)  336. 

id.  190;   10  Am.  Rep.  170;   Cooke   v.  «  Pollitt  ».  Long,  58  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  20  ; 

Forbes,  5  L.  R.  166.  Corning  v.  Troy  Nail,  etc.,  Co.,  40  N. 

3  SutclifEe  v.  Wood,  8   Eng.  Law  &  Y.  191. 

Eq.  217  ;  Parker  v.  Winnepisogee  Co.,  ">  Reid  v.  Giflford,  8  Hopkins'  Ch.  (N. 

2  Black  (U.  S.),  565;  Reid  v.  Gifford,  Y.)  146. 
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up  to  trades  of  a  noxious  character.'  To  prevent  the  continuance 
of  the  business  of  slaughtering  cattle  in  the  vicinity  of  dwellings, 
even  when  the  slaughter-house  was  erected  before  any  dwellings 
were  erected  in  the  vicinity.*  To  restrain  the  erection  of  glue 
works ; '  of  works  for  the  preparation  of  blood  as  an  ingredient 
for  Prussian  blue  ;  *  of  melting  houses  and  fat  boiling  establish- 
ments ; "  bone  boiling  establishments ; '  establishments  for  the 
preparation  of  tripe ;  ^  for  the  manufacture  of  gas ;  *  cattle 
yards ;  *  the  burning  of  bricks  near  dwellings ; '"  planing  mills 
emitting  dense  volumes  of  smoke  ; "  potteries  ;  '*  the  use  of  min- 
eral coal  as  fuel ;  '*  the  burning  of  lime  kilns  ;  '■*  the  maintenance 
of  livery  stables  near  dwellings,  impairing  their  comfort  by  nox- 
ious stenches,  noise  and  drawing  flies  to  the  vicinity ;  "  a  turpen- 
tine distillery ;  '*  the  carrying  on  of  noisy  trades  near  a  dwelling 
at  unreasonable  hours,"  or  so  as  to  impair  its  comfortable  enjoy- 
ment;'* or  so  as,  by  agitating  and  varying  sounds  and  motions, 
to  produce  actual  injury  to  property ; "  or  the  performance  of 
brass  bands  in  the  vicinity  of  dwellings,  collecting  crowds  and 
impairing  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property ;  °"  or  a  regatta 
near  a  dwelling  collecting  a  crowd ; "  or  running  railroad 
cars  near  a  church  on  the  Sabbath,  and  letting  ofE  steam,  blowing 
the  whistle  and  ringing  the  bell  so  as  to  disturb  divine  worship 
there,  and  injure  the  value  of  the  property  for  church  purposes.^* 
The  pollution  of   water,^^  so  as  to  impair  its  use  for  domestic 

1  Kelt  V.  Lindsay,  17  F.  C.  (Sc.)  677 ;  "  HutcMns  v.  Smith,  63  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 
Davidson  o.  Olipliant,  id.  491.  253. 

2  Brady  v.  Weeks,  3  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  i^  Aldricb  v.  Howard,  4  Ames  (R.  I.), 
150  ;  Catlin  v.  Valentine,  9  Paige's  Ch.  93. 

(N.  Y.)  575.  16  Simpson  v.  Justice,  8  Ired.  (N.  C.) 

3  Charity  v.  Riddle,  14  F.  C.  (Sc.)  237.     115. 

*  Jamieson  v.  Hillcote.  12  F.  C.  (Sc.)  "  Dennis  v.  Eckhardt,  54  Penn.  St. 

424.  274. 

5  Peck  V.  Elder,  3  Sandf.  (N.  Y.)  126.  '^  gall  v.  Ray.  8  L.  R.  Ch.  467. 

«  Meigs  V.  Lester,  20  N.  J.  199.  "  McKeon  v.  See,  51  N.  Y.  571. 

'  Farquhar  v.  Watson,  17  F.  C.  (Sc.)  "o  Walker  v.  Brewster,  5  L.  R.  Eq.  25 ; 

693.  Inchbald  v.  Barington,  4  L.  R.  Ch.  388. 

8  Cleveland    v.    Citizens     Gas-light  ^'^  Bostock  v.  No.  StaflFordshire  R.  R. 
Co..  20  N.  J.  301  ;  Broadbent  v.  Impe-  Co.,  19  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  449. 

rial  Gas  Co.,  7  D.  G.  &  M.  700.  ^'^  First  Baptist  Church,  etc.  v.  R.  R. 

9  Babcock  -y.  N.  J.  Stock  Yard  Co..    Co.,  5  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  79. 

30  N.  J.  396.  "  Holsman  v.  Boiling  Spring  Bleach- 
'"Fusileerv.  Spalding,  2  La.  773;  iug  Co.,  1  McCarter  (K  J.),  342  ;  Gold- 
Walter  V.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  20.  smid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells,  1  L.  R.  Ch. 
"  Duncan  v.  Hayes,  22  N.  J.  23.  -^.pp.  379  ;  Attorney-General  v.  Leeds, 
•2  Ross  V.  Butler,  20  N.  J.  394.  5  L.  R.  Ch.  583  ;  Attorney-General  v. 
^^  Campbell  v.  Seaman,  3  X.  Y.  Sup.  Birmingham. 
Ct.  Rep.  .231. 
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purposes'  or  manufacturing  purposes,'  or  so  as  to  cause  the  emis- 
sion of  noxious  smells/  or  so  as  to  destroy  it  for  the  purpose  of 
furnishing  it  for  domestic  use,*  or  so  as  to  injure  the  navigability 
of  the  stream,'  or  so  as  to  impair  the  value  of  wharf  property,* 
and  in  fact  it  may  be  said  that  a  court  of  equity  has  concurrent 
jurisdiction  with  a  court  of  law  in  all  cases  of  actual  nuisance, 
and,  whatever  is  regarded  as  a  legal  nuisance,  producing  injury 
to  property  or  rights,  will,  in  a  proper  case  for  equitable  relief, 
be  restrained  by  it.*  To  enumerate  all  the  special  instances, 
would  be  an  endless,  as  well  as  utterly  useless  task,  for  the  fact 
that  a  nuisance  has  been  restrained  in  one  case,  furnishes  no 
reason  why  it  should  be  refused  or  granted  in  another,  as  each 
case  must  stand  upon  its  own  facts,  circumstances  and  equities, 
and  no  definite  or  precise  standard  can  be  given.  But  in  all 
cases  where  the  right  is  clear,  the  nuisance  established,  and 
there  is  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  a  party  that  disentitles  him 
to  relief,  and  there  is  not  a  complete  and  perfectly  adequate 
remedy  at  law,  a  party  may  always  apply  to  a  court  of  equity 
with  the  fullest  confidence  of  receiving  all  the  relief  which, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  can  afford.'' 

Sec.  802.  The  same  jurisdiction  is  exercised  over  nuisances 
relating  to  interferences  with  rights  to  water,  as  to  other 
nuisances,  and  a  court  of  equity  will  interfere  to  restrain 
the    diversion  of   water   from   a   mill,®  or  from   the   lands  of 

1  Vedder  «.Vedder,  1  Den.  (N.T.)  357.  v.  Crowther,  31  Beav.  163;  Robinson 

*  Carhart  v.  Auburn  Gas-light  Co.,  v.  Byron,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  588;  Tipping  «. 
23  Barb.  (N.  T.)  497.  Eckersley,  2  K.  &  Q .    264 ;    Wilts  v. 

*  Attorney-General  v.  Bradford  Canal  Swinton  Waterworks  Co.,  9  L.  R.  Ch. 
Co.,  2  L.  R.  71;  Attorney-General  v.  426;  Rochdale  Canal  Co.  v.  King,  16 
Steward,  20  N.  J.  415  ;  Babcock  v.  N.  Beav.  630 ;  Gardner  v.  Newburgh,  2 
J.  Stock  Yard  Co.,  20  N.  J.  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  162;  Lyon   v.   Mc- 

4  Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells,  1  L,  Laughlin,  32  Vt.  423 ;  Corning  v.  Troy 
R.  Ch.  App.  161.  Nail,  etc.  Co. ,  34  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  488.  . 

5  Philadelphia  «.  Gilmartin,  71  Penn.  In  Lyon  «.  McLaughlin,  supra,  the 
St.  140.  court  say  that  in  cases  of  this  charac- 

®  Hudson  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Loeb,  7  Robt.  ter  where  the  invasion  of  one's  right 

(N.  Y.)  415.  to  water  is  of  a  continuous  nature,  an 

■"  Cleveland  •!).  Citizens  Gas-light  Co.,  injunction  is  not  only  permissible  but 

20  N.  J.  201.  is  the  proper  remedy,  upon  the  ground 

*  Webb  D.  Portland  Manufacturing  that  the  damages  are  necessarily  of  an 
Co.,  3  Sumner  (U.  S.),  334 ;  Reid  ©,  Gif-  indefinite  nature  and  not  susceptible 
ford,  Hopkins'  Ch.  (N.Y.)  146 ;  Cott  v.  of  proper  estimation.  Tuolumne  v. 
Lewiston,  36  N.   Y.  217 ;    Crocker    v.  Chapman,  8  Cal.  392. 

Bragg,  10  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  260;  El  well         But  in  order  to  warrant  an  injunc- 
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auotlier,'  or  to  prevent  an  nnlawfoJ  or  excessive  nse  of  water,'  or 
to  prevent  its  wrongful  detention,*  or  to  prevent  its  unnatural  and 
improper  discharge  upon  lower  lands,*  or  to  prevent  its  being  raised 
so  as  to  flood  another's  land,'  or  so  as  to  cut  off  the  drainage  of  his 
lands,*  or  so  as  to  destroy  his  wells  or  springs,^  or  so  as  to  make 
his  land  wet  and  spongy,'  or  so  as  to  cause  water  to  percolate 
into  his  cellar,*  or  so  as  to  impair  the  quality  of  the  water  for 
manufacturing  or  other  purposes,"  and  generally,  in  all  eases 
where  by  the  use  of  water  a  legal  right  is  invaded,  which  is  of 
a  continuous  natui-e,  or  threatens  to  be  continuous,  and  the 
injury  is  irreparable,  or  there  is  no  proper  and  adequate  redress 
in  a  coui't  of  law,  equity  will  interfere  not  only  to  settle  the 
rights,  but  to  restrain  the  wrong,  and  fix  the  damages  resulting 
from  the  nuisance."  But,  where  there  is  an  ample  remedy  at 
law,  equitable  jurisdiction  will  not  be  exercised  until  after 
verdict." 

Sec.  SOS.  So,  too,  equity  will  restrain  excavations  in  the  adjoin- 
ing soil  of  another  so  as  to  prevent  the  falling  away  of  another's 
soil  "  where  no  burdens  that  materially  increase  the  lateral  pres- 
sure have  been  placed  thereon."  and  will  interfere  even  where 
buildings  are  standing  upon  the  land  if  it  appears  that  they  do 
not  sensibly  add  to  the  lateral  pressure.'*     So  too,  where  land  is 

tion  the  interference  with  the  ■water  *  Eobinson  e.  Brron.  1  Bro.  C.  C.  588; 

must  be  plain  and  sensible,  and  such  as  White  r.  Forbes,  Walk.  (Mich.')  112. 

clearlv  operates  as  an  invasion  of  the  '  Bassett  r.  Company,  47  X.  H.  oTO. 

plaintiff's  riffht.     ShreeTe  p.  Voorhees,  '  Williams  c.  Morland,  2  B.  &  C.  910; 

2  Green  (X."j.\  25.  Ware  r.  Resrents  Canal  Co.,  3  D.  &  G. 

1  Crocker  r.  Bragg,  10  Wend.  (X.  T.)  212. 

26C  :  Dnke  of  Buccleugh  r.  Metropoli-  *  Bassett  c.  Company.  47  X.  H. 

tan  Board  of  Works,  5  H.  L.  51S.  '  Wilson  r.  City  of'  Xew  Bedford, 

-  But  it  must  be  alleged  in  the  bill,  108  Mass.  261  ;  11  Am.  Sep.  352. 

and  proved  on  the  hearing  that  the  in-  ^'^  Carhan  c.  Auburn  Gas-light  Co., 

jurv    is     irreparable.     Marble  &  Slate  22  Barb.  (^X.  Y.)  497. 

Co.'r.  Adams  et  al..  46  Vt.  434  ;  Lvon  ^-  Lvons  r.  McLaughlin.  32  Yt.  423. 

V.  McLaughlin,  32  id.  423  :  Coe  r.  Win-  '-  Laney  r.  Jasper.  39  El.  46. 

neniseoeee  Lake   Co.,  37  X.  H.  255;  i^Dent'c.  Auction  Mart.  Co.,  35  L. 

Wright  r.   Moore,  38    Ala.   593.     But  J.  Ch.  555. 

contra  see  Sprasrue   v.  Rhodes,  4  R.  I.  ^-^  Richardson    r.    Yermont    Central 

301 .                     "  Railroad  Co. ,  25  Yt.  43S  :  Hunt  r.  Peaks, 

5  PoUitt  r.  Long,  58  Barb.  ;X.Y.>  .55.  Johns.  Ch.  (Enff.^  710  ;  Bonomi  p.  Back- 

♦  Bemis  r.  Upham,  13  Pick.  (Mass.^  house.  9  H.  L.  oi2. 

169;    Ballou   r.    Inhabitants,  4  Grav  i*  Strovnan  r.  Knowles.  6H.  &X.  454; 

CVIass.),  324 ;  Potier  t.  Burden,  38  Ala.  Roberts  r.  Haines,  6  E.  &  B.  643, 
593. 
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directly  or  indirectly  dependent  upon  other  land  for  support  it 
will  prevent  excavations  that  will  cause  that  land  to  subside  so  as 
to  injure  lands  lying  adjoining  thereto.^  But  where  the  soil  has 
been  removed  adjoining  the  lands  of  another,  and  replaced  by  an 
artificial  support,  no  right  exists  for  the  support  of  such  artificial 
structure  or  wall,  and  a  court  of  equity  will  not,  except  where 
the  right  is  given  by  contract,  express  or  implied,  or  by  grant, 
interfere  to  prevent  excavations  in  the  adjoining  soil,  that  threaten 
even  the  destruction  of  such  wall  or  artificial  support,  or  the  build- 
ings erected  thereon/  So  a  court  of  equity  will  interfere  to  pre- 
vent a  removal  of  minerals  that  will  cause  a  subsidence  of  or 
injury  to  the  surface,'  even  though  there  are  buildings  thereon, 
when  they  do  not  sensibly  increase  the  vertical  pressure,*  unless 
the  i;ight  is  expressly  given  by  deed/  But  if  the  party  owning 
the  surface  has  erected  buildings  thereon  that  sensibly  increase 
the  pressure,  he  is  not  entitled  to  relief  as  to  them/  So,  too, 
where  buildings  adjoining  each  other  have  leaned  upon  each  other 
for  support,  for  the  prescriptive  period  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
parties,  either  party  will  be  restrained.^  So  where  houses  have 
been  erected  by  the  same  owner  mutually  dependent  upon  each 
other  for  support,  and  neither  capable  of  standing  without  the 
aid  of  the  other  and  sells  the  houses  to  different  persons,  either 
party  will,  so  long  as  the  walls  are  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  be 
restrained  from  pulling  down  his  house  to  the  injury  of  the  other.* 
But  when  the  houses  or  walls  fall  into  decay  and  cease  to  yield 
proper  support  or  to  be  suitable  for  that  purpose,  the  easement 
ceases.' 

Sec.  804.  So,  too,  equity  will  interfere  to  prevent  any  unrea- 
sonable or  unwarrantable  use  oi  or  interference  with  party  walls 
by  one  owner  to  the  injury  and  detriment  of  the  other,  where 
such  use  or  interference  weakens  the  wall   or  renders  it  in  any 

1  Shaw  V.  Thackerah,  1  L.  R.  (C.  P.)  ^  Murchie  v.  Black,  19  C.  B.  (N.  S.) 

564;    Bonomi  ■v.  Backhouse,  9   H.    L.  190. 

512  ;    Farrand  v.   Marshall,   19   Barb.  «  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Elliott,  10  H.  L. 

(N.  Y.)  380.  333. 

^Pauton®.  Holland,  17  Johns.  (N.Y.)  '  Richards  v.  Rose,  9  Exchq.  318. 

92  ;  La  Sala  v.  Holbrook,  4  Paige  Ch.  (N.  «  Suffield  v .  Brown,  33  L .  J .  (Ch . ) 

Y.)  168.  249. 

»  Salisbury  v.  Gladstone,  9  H.L.  702.  »  Partridge  v.  Gilbert,  15  N.  Y.  601. 

*  Brown  v.  Robbins,  4  H.  &  N.  186. 
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measure  less  safe  than  formerly,  or  from  devoting  it  to  a  use,  or 
making  such  alterations  therein  or  additions  thereto  as  conflict 
with  the  rights  of  the  other  owner,  and  as  he  has  no  right  to 
make  when  the  damage  so  inflicted  is  not  properly  compensable 
at  law.^ 

Sec,  805.  Equity  will  interfere  to  protect  special  franchises 
conferred  by  the  legislature  or  acquired  by  prescription,  and  will 
prevent  individuals  or  corporations  from  doing  any  act  that  vio- 
lates in  any  measure  the  privileges  caused  by  the  franchise.  And 
as  such  privileges  are  not  susceptible  of  actual  valuation  in  money, 
and  as  their  value  is  principally  dependent  upon  exchisive  and 
uninterrupted  exercise,  com*ts  will  always  interfere  by  injunction 
for  their  protection,  when  the  act  complained  of  is  an  actual  inva- 
sion or  violation  of  the  rights  covered  by  the  franchise.'  The 
right  need  not  be  first  settled  at  law,  as  the  legislative  grant  is  to 
be  respected,  and  the  only  question  is,  whether  its  provisions  have 
been  interfered  with.' 

Sec.  806.  Thus  the  owner  of  a  ferry,*  a  toll  bridge,^  a  turn- 
pike," a  railroad,^  or  any  other  special  franchise,  conferring  special 
privileges  and  franchises,  is  at  all  times  entitled  to  equitable  pro- 
tection, when  those  special  rights  or  privileges  are  invaded  by  the 
unlawful  act  of  another,  and  a  court  of  equity  will  always  exer- 
cise jurisdiction  over  such  cases  and  determine  both  the  question 
of  right,  invasion  and  damage.* 

Sec.  807 .  So,  too,  courts  of  equity  will  always  exercise  jurisdic- 
tion in  cases  of  natural  franchise,  or  special  franchise  acquired 

'  Pliillips    V.    Boardman,    4    Allen  ^  Enfield  Bt.  Co.  v.  Hartford  Br.  Co. 

(Mass.)  147.  17  Conn.  40  ;  Charles  River  Br.  Co.  v. 

2  Enfield   v.  Hartford,  17  Conn.  40;  Warren  Br.  Co.,  6  Pick.  (Mass.)  376. 
Lucas  B.  McBlair,  13  Gill.  &  J.  (Md.)  1 ;  «  Newburgh  v.  Miller,  5  Johns.  Ch. 
Boston   V.    Salem,  2  Gray  (Mass.),   1 ;  (X.  T.)  101 ;  Croton  v.  Ryder,  1  id.  611; 
McRoberts  v.  Washburn,  10  Minn.  23 ;  Auburn  v.  Douglass,  12'  Barb.  (X.  Y.) 
Livingston  v.  Ogden,  4  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  553. 

Y.)  48.  ■<  X.  Y.,  etc.,  v.  42d  St.  R.  R.  Co.,  50 

3  Piscataqua  Bridge  Co.  v.  Xew  Barb.  (N.Y.) 285  ;  So.  Carolina  R.  R.  Co. 
Hampshire,  etc.,  7  X.  H.  35.  v.  Columbia  R.  R.  Co.,  13  Rich.  (S.  C.) 

•»  McRoberts  v.  Washburne,  10  Minn.  339  ;  Brooklyn  R,  R.  v.  Coney  Island  R. 

23 ;  Beckley  v.  Learn,  3  Oregon,  470  ;  R.  Co.,  35  Barb.  (X.  Y.)  364. 

also,  id.  544 ;  Piatt  B.  Covington  Br.  Co.,  «  Gates  ».  McDaniel,  2  Stew.  (Ala.) 

8  Bush  (Ky.),  31 ;  Broadway  Ferry  Co.  211 ;  Livingston  v.  Van  Ingen,  9  Johns 

V.  Hankey,  31  Md.  346.  (N.  Y.)  507. 
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by  long  user.  Thus  the  owner  of  lands  upon  a  navigable  stream, 
whose  title  extends  to  low-water  mark,  is  regarded  as  possessed 
of  a  natural  franchise,  a  special  privilege  over  that  portion  of  the 
stream  covered  bj  his  title,  subject  only  to  the  easement  of  navi- 
gation. By  virtue  of  this  privilege  he  may  erect  wharves  for  his 
own  use  or  for  his  own  profit,  taking  care  not  to  materially 
obstruct  navigation,  and  in  the  exercise  of  this  right  he  will  be 
protected  against  the  unlawful  interference  of  others  by  injunc- 
tion,' So,  too,  a  person,  by  long  exercise  of  the  exclusive  right  of 
fishery  in  a  public  river,  may  acquire  a  right  to  fish  there  of 
which  he  cannot  be  deprived,  and  in  the  exercise  of  which  he  will 
be  protected.  So,  too,  on  public  streams,  where  the  owner  of  the 
banks  owns  also  the  bed  of  the  stream,  unless  otherwise  provided 
by  special  law,  has  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  in  that  portion 
of  the  river,  and  this  is  a  right  which  a  court  of  equity  will 
protect.* 


Sec.  808.  Generally  when  the  answer  denies  the  nuisance,  and 
all  the  equities  of  the  plaintiff 's  bill,  the  court  will  dissolve  the 
preliminary  injunction,"  but  this  is  not  necessarily  the  case,  as  if 
the  court  is  satisfied  that  a  nuisance  is  being,  or  is  likely  to  be 
committed,  which  will  produce  irreparable  injury  to  the  plaintiff 
if  allowed  to  go  on,  and  which  is  likely  to  be  consummated  before 
a  hearing  upon  the  merits  can  be  had,*  or  if  the  act  complained 
of,  will  operate  a  total  or  even  partial  destruction  of  the  plain- 
tiff 's  right,*  or  if  the  act,  if  in  fact  a  nuisance,  will,  if  allowed  to 
go  on,  involve  the  defendant  in  serious  pecuniary  loss,  the  court 
will  retain  the  injunction  until  final  hearing  for  the  protection 


'  Del.  &  Hud.  Canal  Co.  «.  Lawrence, 
9  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  (Hun.)  154. 

2  Chapman  v.  Oshkosh  R.  R.  Co.,  33 
Wis.  639. 

^  Finnegan  ».  Lee,  18  How.  Pr.  (N. 
Y.)186;  Gould  ».  Jacobson,  id.  158; 
Manhattan  Gas  Light  Co.  -».  Barker,  7 
Robt.(N.  Y.)  156  ;  Middletown  -o.  Roun- 
dout  R.  R.  Co.,  43  How.  Pr.  (N.  Y.) 
481;  Rhea  v.  Forsyth,  37  Penn.  St. 
503 ;  Rayle  v.  Indianapolis  R.  R.  Co., 
32  Ind.  259  ;  Conolly  i).  Conger,  40  Ga. 
229  ;  De  Godey  «.  De  Godey,  39  id.  157 ; 
Winslow  V.  Hudson,  21  N.  J.  172; 
Youngs  ■».  Shepard,  44  Ala.  315 ;  Mil- 


ler «.  McDougall,  44  Miss.  682 ;  New 
«.  Wright,  id.  202 ;  Brown  vi.  Haskins, 
45  id.  183 ;  Edwards  v.  Banksmith,  35 
Ga.  213 ;  Johnson  xi.  Allen,  id.  252 ; 
Murray  v.  Elston,  23  N".  J.  27 ;  Peter- 
eon  XI.  Parrott,  4  W.  Va.  44. 

^  Blakemore  v.  Glanmorganshire  R. 
R.  Co.,  1  M.  &  R.  154  ;  Gordons.  R.  R. 
Co.,  5  Beav.  239;  Coker  v.  Birge,  9 
Ga.  425. 

5  R.  R.  Co.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  49  Me.  393 ; 
Smith  'G.  Fitzgerald,  24  Ind.  316  ;  Vau 
Bergen  -y.  Van  Bergen,  3  Johns.  Ch.  (N. 
Y.)  282. 
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of  all  parties.'  But,  if  the  nuisance  is  not  injurious  to  health,* 
or  does  not  seriously  impair  the  use  or  enjoyment  of  property,* 
or  is  not  of  a  nature  that  will  operate  as  a  destruction  of  any 
of  the  plaintiff's  rights,*  or  if  the  plaintiff  has  been  guilty  of 
laches,''  or  if  the  question  of  nuisance  is  doubtful  under  all  the 
circumstances  set  up  in  the  bill  and  answer,'  or  the  damage  to 
the  defendant  from  the  injunction  will  be  much  greater  than 
the  damage  to  the  plaintiff  by  being  subjected  to  it,  the  prac- 
tice is,  to  dissolve  the  injunction  upon  the  coming  in  of  the 
answer  denying  all  the  equities  of  the  plaintiff 's  bill,' but  not 
where  all  the  equities  of  the  bill  are  not  denied.* 

When  the  answer,  however,  seeks  to  avoid  the  equities  of  the 
bill,  by  setting  up  new  matter,  the  new  matter  will  not  be  re- 
gai'ded  upon  the  question  of  dissolution.' 

When  there  is  more  than  one  defendant,  upon  coming  in  of 
the  answer  of  the  one  upon  whom  the  gra/oamen  of  the  case  lies, 
and  who  is  peculiarly  possessed  of  the  requisite  facts  upon  which 
to  make  answer,  the  court  will  entertain  a  motion  to  dissolve, 
even  though  the  other  defendants  have  not  answered." 

Sec.  809.  The  retention  or  dissolution  of  the  injunction  under 
such  circumstances  is  a  matter  that  rests  in  the  sound  discretion 
of  the  court,"  and,  if  it  sees  any  proper  reason  for  retaining  it, 

'  Cunningliam  v.  Rome,  etc.,  27  Ga.  N.  J.  205  ;  Milwaukie  v.  O'Sullivan,  25 

499.  Wis.  666;  Judson  v.  Hatch,  31  Iowa, 

*  Hack  Improvement  Co.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  491 ;  Society  v.  Law,  2  Green  (N.  J.)  19. 
22  N.  J.  94  ;  Higbee  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  ">  Peterson  v.  Parrott,  4  W.  Va.  44  ; 
N.  J.  435.                                            ^  Garrett  v.  Lynch,  44  Ala.  683 ;  School 

2  Thiebault  v.  Conover,  11  Fla.  '148  ;  Commissioners   v.   Putnam,    id.   506  ; 

Adams  v.  Michael,  38  Md.  125.  Thompson  v.  McNair,  Phill.  (N.  C.)  121. 

■*  Cunningham  v.  Rome  R.  R.  Co.,  27  i'  Edwards -e.  Banksmith,  35  Ga.  213; 

Ga.  499  ;  Wasson  v.  Sanborn,  45  N.  H.  Firmstone  v.  DeCamp,  2  Green  (N.  J.), 

172.  309 ;  Orr  v.  Rittlefild,  1   W.  &  M.  (U. 

*  Dana  -».  Valentine,  5  Met.  (Mass.)  8;  S.)  13.  But  see  Marshman  v.  Conklin, 
Raid  t).  Gifford, 6  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  146 ;  2  id.  282 ;  also  Morris  Canal,  etc.,  Co.  v. 
Parker  v.  Lake  Co.,  2  Black  (U.  S.)  545.  Fagan,  3  Green  (N.  J.),  215 ;  and  Suf- 

®  Barnes  v.  Calhoun,  2   Ired.  (N.  C.)  fern  v.  Butler,  id.  220  ;  Camden,  etc.,  R. 

199  ;  Adams  v.  Michael,  ante ;  Cleave-  R.   Co.  v.    Stewart,  id.  489  ;  Drone  v. 

land  v.  Citizens  Gas-light   Co.,  20   N.  Winter,  41  Miss.  517.     In  Maryland  an 

J.  201.  injunction  will  be  dissolved  when  the 

'  Rigby  V.  Great  Western  R.  R.  Co.,  answer  is  strictly  responsive.     Calvin 

2  Ph.  44 ;   Sanxter  v.  Foster,  Cr.  &  Ph.  -».   Warford,   17  Md.   433  ;   Dorsey   v, 

303.  Bank,  17  id.  408.     But  in  California  the 

*  Pyecraft  v.  Pyecraft,  2  Sm.  &  G.  rule  is  in  accordance  with  the  text. 
326.  Johnson  v.  Widewert   &  Co.,   22  Cal. 

'  Stockett  V.  Johnson,  22  La.  An.  89  ;  479.  But  otherwise  when  the  answer 
West  Jersey  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Thomas,  21     is  accompanied  by  affidavits,  and  no  affi 
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it  will  do  so  until  final  hearing.'  If  it  appears  that  the  damage 
wonld  be  great  or  irreparable,  if  the  plaintiff's  right  to  an 
injunction  should  finally  be  established,*  or  that  the  defendant  is 
irresponsible,'  or  that  the  peril  to  the  defendant,  in  point  of 
damages,  if  he  should  be  allowed  to  go  on,  would  be  great,*  the 
injunction  will  not  be  dissolved. 

But,  except  under  extraordinary  circumstances,  an  injunction 
will  not  be  dissolved,  unless  all  the  equities  of  the  bill  are  fully 
met  and  denied.^  The  fact  that  a  part  are  denied  is  not  sufiicient.* 
The  denial  must  also  be  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  defendant, 
a  denial  upon  information  and  belief  is  not  sufficient.''  But  where 
an  injunction  is  illegally  granted,  as  where  it  is  contrary  to  stat- 
ute, it  will  be  dissolved,  summarily,  without  motion  even,*  or  if 
the  facts  set  forth  in  the  bill  are  not  fully  verified  the  injunction 
will  be  dissolved  upon  coming  in  of  the  answer.'  The  fact  that 
the  nuisance  has  been  abated  under  an  order  of  the  court  does  not 
necessarily  afford  a  reason  why  an  injunction  should  not  be  granted 
to  restrain  a  revival  of  the  nuisance."  But  generally  where  the 
cause  for  the  injunction  has  been  removed,  unless  there  are  spe- 
cial reasons  to  the  contrary,  the  injunction  will  be  dissolved  ;  as, 
where  a  railroad  company  is  proceeding  contrary  to  law,  or  in 


davits  are  produced  to  support  the  bill. 
Mining  Co.  v.  Mining  Co.,  33  Cal.  83  ; 
Swift  v.  Swift,  13  Ga.  140;  Wert -y. 
Rowe,  14  id.  705. 

'  Irick  V.  Black,  3  Green  (N.  J.),  189  ; 
Linton  v.  Denham,  6  Fla.  533  ;  Shricker 
«.  Field,  9  Iowa,  366.  Affidavits  may 
be  used  to  support  either  the  bill  or 
answer.  Hascall  ■?;.  University, 8 Barb. 
(N.  Y.)  174 ;  Wandworth  v.  Rogers,  3 
W.  &  M.  (U.  S.)  135;  University  v. 
Green,  1  Md.  Decisions,  97 ;  Holt  v. 
Bank  of  Augusta,  9  Ga.  553. 

'  Johnson    v.    Allen,    35    Ga 
Spring  u.  Strauss,  3  Bosw.  (N.  Y.)  607 ; 
Linton  ■».  Denham,  6  Fla.  533. 

*  Blarson  v.  Van  Arminge,  Phill.  (N. 
C.)  133  ;  Ponder  «.  Cox,  38  Ga.  305. 
But  there  must  be  equity  in  the  bill. 
Smith  V.  Lord,  38  Ga.  585 ;  Rainey  v. 
Jones,  34  id.  111. 

*  Hess  V.  Winder,  34  Cal.  370. 

^  Marlatt  v.  Perrine,  3  Green  (N.  J.), 
49;  Masterton  v.  Barney,  8  Stockt.  (N. 
J.)  36  ;  Armstrong  v.  Sandford,  7  Minn. 
49. 


253; 


«  Randall  v.  Morrill,  3  Green  (N.  J.), 
343  ;  State  v.  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  18 
Md.  193.  But  if  a  subsequent  answer 
is  filed  swearing  away  all  the  equities 
of  the  bill  the  injunction  under  the 
Maryland  practice  will  be  dissolved. 
Hyde  v.  Ellerv,  18  Md.  496  ;  Little  v. 
Marsh,  3  Ired.  (N.  C.)  18  ;  Mitter  v. 
Washburn,  3  id.  161 ;  Denner  v.  Eller, 
7  id.  34. 

'  Holdredge  v.  Gwynne,  3  Ired.  (N. 
C.)  36 ;  Daub  v.  Burnes,  1  Md.  Decisions, 
137;  Coffee  'C.  Newsom,  8  Ga.  444; 
Morris,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Jersey  City,  3 
Stock.  (N.  J.)  13  ;  Kitchens  v.  Howard, 
30  Ga.  931 ;  Smith  v.  Appleton,  19  Wis, 
468  ;  Powell  v.  Brown,  83  Ga.  375. 

*  Marlatt  v.  Perrine,  3  Green  (N.  J.), 
49. 

9  Fowler  v.  Roe,  3  Stockt.  (N.J.)  367 ; 
Holdredge  v.  Gwynne,  3  Ired.  (N.  C.) 
36  ;  Sutherland  «.  Lagro,  etc.,  Co.,  19 
Ind.  193. 

10  Peck  v.  Elder,  8  Sandf .  (N.  Y.)  136. 
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excess  of  its  powers,  if  a  subsequent  act  of  the  legislature  legal- 
izes its  acts  and  gives  it  the  power  to  do  that  which  the  injunc- 
tion restrains  it  from  doing,  the  injunction  will  be  dissolved  as  a 
matter  of  course,  unless  there  still  remains  a  doubt  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  defendant's  right. i  So  where  a  bill  does  not  war- 
rant an  injunction  ;  if  an  injunction  has  been  issued  it  will  be 
dissolved  as  an  improvident  injunction,"  and  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  the  motion,  all  the  allegations  of  the  bill  will  be 
regarded  as  true, 


s 


"O 


Sec.  810,  The  motives  of  the  plaintiff  in  bringing  his  bill  are 
not  open  to  inquiry,  nor  do  thej  have  influence  upon  the  result. 
The  question  is  wholly  a  question  of  rights,  and  if  a  legal  right 
has  been  violated  the  party  is  entitled  to  protection,  whatever  may 
have  been  his  motives  in  bringing  his  bill  or  seeking  an  injunc- 
tion." But  the  motives  of  the  defendant  may  be  inquired  into  if 
his  act  is  really  unlawful,  as,  if  his  act  is  wanton  and  unprovoked, 
the  courts  will  regard  that,  not  only  upon  the  question  of  grant- 
ing an  injunction,  but  also  in  the  estimation  of  damages.*  But 
before  the  question  of  motive  can  be  gone  into,  or  at  least  before 
it  can  be  allowed  to  have  any  bearing  upon  the  result,  the  unlaw- 
ful character  of  the  act  complained  of  must  be  established.' 

Sec.  811.  In  cases  of  nuisances  purely  public,  the  proper 
remedy  is  by  bill  in  the  name  of  the  attorney-general,  or  of  the 
people,  instituted  by  him.'  So  in  all  cases  of  purpresture  or 
encroachment  upon  the  '■^ jus privatwn^^  of  the  State,  the  State 
alone,  through  its  proper  legal  otficer,  can  bring  a  bill.*  But 
where  the  nuisance  which,  while  public,  produces  a  special  or 
particular  injury  to  an  individual,  such  individual  may  bring  a 
private  bill  in  his  own  name,  and  while  nominally  acting  for  him- 

1  Wetmore  v.  Law,  34  Barb.  (K  Y.)  J.  340 ;  People  v.  Vanderbilt,  26  N. Y. 

515.  527. 

^  Harrison  ■».  McCrarv,  1  Ala.  619.  ®  Attorney-Geueral    v.    Richards,    2 

^  Ferrier  v.  Schruber.  16  La.  An.  7.  Anstb.  604  ;  People  ^.Vanderbilt,  ante; 

*  GoodsonB.  Richardson,  9  L.  R.  Ch.  Attorney-General  v.  Forbes,  2  M.  &  C. 
App.  225.  123;    Attorney-General   v.  Johnson,  2 

*  Higbee  t).  R  R.  Co.,  20  N.  J.  435  ;  Wils.  C.  G.  87  ;  Attorney-General  v. 
Morris  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  id.  53.  Sheffield  Gas  Co.,  3  D.  M.  &  G.  3021 ; 

^  Attorney-General  v.  Steward,  21  N.  People  v.  Davidson,  30  Ca.  379;  Attor- 
J.  340  ;  Higbee  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  ante.  ney-General  v.   Granite   Bridge  Co.,  2 

■"  Attorney-General  v.  Steward,  21  X.     Green  (N.  J.),.  136. 
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self  he  is  regarded  as  representing  all  others  whose  rights  are 
affected  thereby,  i  So  any  number  of  persons  injuriously  affected 
by  the  nuisance  may  join  in  a  bill  for  an  injunction." 

Sec.  812.  In  the  case  of  private  bills  brought  to  restrain  a 
public  nuisance,  it  must  clearly  appear  from  the  bill  that  the 
plaintifi  will  sustain  a  special  and  particular  injury  therefrom, 
and  that  the  injury  is  irreparable  as  in  the  case  of  a  purely  private 
nuisance.^  There  must  be  a  clear  necessity  for  the  injunction  in 
the  light  of  inability  to  be  compensated  for  the  wrong.*  The 
right  to  the  injunction  must  be  clear,  and  the  wrong  likely  to 
ensue,  distinctl}^  established.^  When  the  injunction  is  sought 
against  large  and  expensive  works  or  any  lawful  employment 
rather  than  against  a  willful  encroachment  upon  rights,  it  should 
clearly  appear  from  the  bill  and  be  established  by  the  proof  that 
the  works  or  employment  are  a  nuisance,  and  that  a  court  of  law 
can  afford  no  adequate  redress.*  In  such  a  case,  where  nuisance 
and  irreparable  injury  appear,  the  magnitude  of  the  works  to  be 
affected  by  the  injunction  an  the  one  hand,  or  the  smallness  of 
the  damage  on  the  other,  will  not  prevent  the  issue  of  an  injunc- 
tion.'' 


Sec.  813.  In  the  case  of  injunctions  against  public  companies 
for  nuisances  committed  by  them  in  the  construction  of  their 
works  or  the  prosecution  of  their  business,  a  clear  case  of  nui- 
sance and  irreparable  injury  must  be  alleged  and  proved,*  and  it 
must  clearly  appear  that  the  act  is  not  lawful  in  view  of  the  power 
given  by  the  legislature,'  either  because  in  excess  of  its  powers  " 
or  because  it  is  so  carelessly  or  recklessly  done  as  to  be  a  nuisance." 


1  Milhau  v.  Sharpe,  27  N.  Y.  635; 
Hamilton  v.  Whitridge,  11  Md.  128. 

2  Peck  ■».  Elder,  3  Sandf.  (N.Y.)126. 

*  Hincliman  «.  Patterson  Horse  Rail- 
road Co.,  2  Green  (N.  J.),  75;  Missis 
sippi  Railroad  Co.  ■».  Ward,  2  Black. 
(U.  S.)  485  ;  Parrish  v.  Stephens,  1  Or. 
73. 

*  Burgess  ■».  Kettleman,  41    Mo.  48. 

*  Sparhawk'B.  Railroad  Co.,  54  Penn. 
St.  401. 

*  New  Boston  Coal,  etc., Co.  v.  Potts- 
ville  Water  Co.,  54  Penn.  St.  154. 


'  Clowes  V.  Potteries  Co.,  8  L.  R. 
Ch.   135. 

*  Sparliawk  v.  Railroad  Co.,  54  Penn. 
St.  401. 

'  Lee  V.  Pembroke  Iron  Co.,  57  Me. 
481 ;  Stevens  v.  Middlesex  Canal,  12 
Mass.  466 ;  Thacher  v.  Bridge  Co.,  18 
Pick.  (Mass.)  50. 

i»  Sandford  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Penn.  St. 
378;  Hudson  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Artcher,  6 
Paige's  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  83. 

1'  Att'v-Qen'l  v.  Met.  Board  of  Works 
1  H.  &  M.  320 ;  Stainton  v.  Woolrych, 
23  Beav.  225. 
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Thus  in  a  case  in  Yermont,'  a  railroad  company  being  bound  to 
fence  its  road,  planted  willow  trees  on  each  side  of  their  track 
adjoining  the  plaintiff's  meadow,  which  was  subject  to  inundation, 
with  the  intention  of  having  them  remain  there  and  grow  with 
the  purpose  of  using  them  to  attach  boards  to  in  making  their 
fence.  Upon  a  bill  brought  by  the  plaintiff  alleging  that  the 
roots  of  the  willows,  as  they  grew,  would  extend  into  his  soil  and 
injure  the  land  seriously,  the  court  enjoined  the  company  from 
maintaining  the  trees  there,  as  not  being  warranted  under  its 
charter. 

Sec.  814.  As  has  previously  been  stated,  where  the  question 
of  nuisance  has  been  determined  at  law,  unless  the  party  has 
deprived  himself  of  equitable  relief  by  his  own  laches  or  miscon- 
duct, the  courts  will  grant  an  injunction  to  stay  the  nuisance  as 
a  matter  of  course,  where  the  nuisance  is  continuous  or  of  a  con- 
stantly recurring  character,  and  but  few  cases  are  to  be  found, 
either  in  this  country  or  England,  where  such  remedy  has  been 
denied.  The  reason,  therefore,  as  well  as  the  question  of  the 
remedy  under  such  circumstances,  is  quite  apparent.  Every 
person  who  is  injured  by  a  nuisance  has  a  right,  of  his  own 
motion,  and  with  a  strong  hand,  to  abate  so  much  of  the  nui- 
sance as  produces  the  injury  to  him.  Where  the  nuisance  has 
been  established,  this  right  to  abate,  of  his  own  motion,  becomes 
full  and  complete;  but  after,  its  abatement  by  the  party  would 
be  attended  with  extreme  hazards.  Particularly  would  this  be 
the  case  where  the  nuisance  arose  from  the  use  of  a  building 
with  machinery  therein,  only  a,  part  of  which  contributed  to  the 
production  of  the  nuisance.  The  abatement  of  the  act  of  the 
party,  is  restricted  to  an  abatement  of  only  so  much  of  the  nui- 
sance as  is  necessary  to  protect  his  rights  and  stop  the  injury  to 
him.'  For  any  excess  of*  abatement  beyond  that,  he  becomes 
liable  in  damages.  He  judges  and  acts  at  his  own  peril.'  j1*Tow 
there  certainly  can  be  no  equity  or  justice  in  a  rule  that  would 
protect  a  wrong-doer,  whose  wrongful   act  has  been  made  fully 

1  Brock  V .  Conn .   &  Pass .   Railroad  24  Mich.    508 ;   City  of  McGregor  v 

Co . ,  35  Vt .  373 .  Boyle,  34  Iowa,  268. 

*  Thompson  v.  Allen,  7  Lans.  (N.  T.)  ^  Hicks  v.  Dorn,  42  N.  Y.  47  ,  liidian- 

459 ;  Clark  v.  Lake  St.  Clair  Ice  Co.,  apolis  v.  Miller,  27  Ind.  394. 
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manifest,  and  has  been  established  in  a  court  of  law,  in  continu- 
ing his  wrongful  act,  and  leaving  the  person  whose  legal  rights  are 
invaded  thereby  powerless  to  prevent  the  wrong  except  of  his 
own  motion,  and  then  at  the  peril  of  being  mulcted  in  damages 
at  the  suit  of  a  person  who  is  a  wrong-doer,  by  reason  of  some 
mistake  or  some  excess  of  judgment  or  excess  of  abatement. 
Again,  in  many  eases,  the  party  would  be  left  utterly  powerless 
to  prevent  the  wrong,  even  of  his  own  motion,  as  the  use  of  the 
property  may  be  such  as  to  be  beyond  the  possibility  of  abate- 
ment by  the  party  injured.  Thus,  where  a  building  is  used  for 
the  purpose  of  slaughtering  cattle,  the  stenches  from  which  pol- 
lute the  air,  as  the  blood  and  oJSal  from  which  is  thrown  into  a 
running  stream,  polluting  its  waters,  however  severe  the  injury, 
the  party  injured  would  be  powerless  to  prevent  it.  It  is  the 
use  of  the  building  that  creates  the  nuisance,  hence  the  building 
itself  cannot  be  destroyed.'  The  party  cannot  drive  away  the 
cattle,  to  prevent  their  being  killed  there.  There  is  no 
machinery  whose  destruction  will  prevent  the  nuisance.  The 
party  cannot  with  a  strong  hand  forcibly  prevent  the  slaugh- 
tering of  cattle  there,  as  he  must  commit  no  breach  of  the  peace,' 
and  thus,  we  should  have  the  novel  spectacle  of  a  court  of 
equity  virtually  protecting  a  wrong-doer  in  inflicting  a  legal 
wrong  and  injury  upon  an  innocent  party.  No  such  action  has 
ever  been  taken  by  a  court  of  equity,  where  the  party  seek- 
ing redress  was  free  from  fault.  Even  though  the  damage  is 
merely  nominal,  in  fact  though  there  may  be  no  actual  pecu- 
niary damage,  yet,  if  the  right  and  its  invasion  are  established, 
and  the  invasion  is  going  on  from  day  to  day,  or  time  to  time,  so 
that  the  party  would  be  compelled  to  resort  to  repeated  suits  to 
protect  his  right,  an  injunction  may  be  said  to  be  almost  a 
matter  of  positive  right,  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  party, 
and  prevent  the  wrong,  when  the  party  is  himself  free  from 
fault.  It  is  said  in  some  Pennsylvania  cases '  that  an  injunction 
is  a  matter  of  "  grace,"  but  this  is  a  serious  mistake.  It  is  error  for 
a  chancellor  to  refuse  an  injunction  in  a  proper  case,  and  the 
appellate  court  will  always  grant  it,  when  it  has  been  improperly 

'  Perry  v.   Fishowe,   8   Ad.    &    El.        '  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  57  Penn.  St.  274  ; 
(Q.  B.)  904.  Richards  v.  Phenix  Co.,  id.  105. 
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refused  in  the  lower  court.  It  is  a  matter  of  "  grace  "  in  no  sense, 
except  that  it  rests  in  the  sound  discretion  of  the  court,  and  if 
that  discretion  is  improperly  exercised,  either  in  granting  or 
refusing  it,  it  is  error,  which  an  appellate  tribunal  will  correct. 
In  this  country,  we  do  not  repose  the  power  in  courts  to  bestow 
gracious  favors  upon  parties.  Every  man  is  equal  before  the  law, 
and  stands  or  falls  upon  his  actual  rights.  We  have  no  kingly 
privileges,  but  the  door  of  the  temple  of  justice  stands  open  to  all 
without  reference  to  their  rank  or  condition  in  life.  Where  a 
party  goes  on  with  the  nuisance  after  a  verdict  at  law,  this 
fact  of  itself  shows  the  inadequacy  of  a  court  of  law  to  protect 
the  right,  and  where  the  damages  are  nominal,  such  a  result  is 
more  likely  than  in  cases  where  substantial  damages  may  be 
recovered.  In  a  case  of  nuisance,  the  question  is  not  neces- 
sarily one  of  motive  or  of  damages,  but  of  rights.  If  a  legal 
right  is  invaded  by  any  thing  recognized  as  a  nuisance,  courts  of 
equity  always  interfere,  irrespective  of  the  motive  that  actuates  the 
plaintiff,  or  the  damages  resulting.  Formerly  it  wa's  the  practice 
of  the  courts  to  require  the  parties  to  first  settle  their  rights  in  a 
court  of  law,  except  in  extreme  cases ;  but  now,  a  court  of  equity 
will  settle  the  rights  of  the  parties  without  the  aid  of  a  court 
of  law,  and,  if  adequate  redress  cannot  be  had  in  damages,  the 
right  will  be  protected  by  injunction.  By  adequate  redress  is 
meant  damages  of  such  an  amount  as  fairly  redress  the  injury 
and  stop  the  wrong.  If  the  damages  recovered  are  large,  this  is 
usually  the  result,  but  if  the  damage  is  small,  merely  nominal, 
"  infinitesimal "  in  the  language  of  some  of  the  cases,  the  legal 
remedy  proves  inadequate,  and  a  court  of  equity  will  interpose 
its  corrective  or  preventive  power  to  protect  the  right. 
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Sec.  815.  The  remedies  for  nuisances  may  be  divided  into 
three  classes  ;  preventive,  compensatoiy  and  by  punishment. 

The  preventive  remedy  is  secured  by  two  methods.  By  the 
intervention  of  a  court  of  equity  to  prevent  the  erection  or  use 
of  the  thing  complained  of,  and  by  the  act  of  the  party  injured, 
by  an  abatement  of  the  nuisance  with  a  "  strong  hand,"  of 
his  own  motion.  The  compensatory  remedy  is  by  an  action  at 
law  for  a  recovery  of  damages  resulting  from  the  nuisance,  and 
the  remedy  by  punishment  is  that  sought  on  behalf  of  the  public 
by  indictment. 

The  remedy  by  way  of  prevention,  so  far  as  the  powers  of  a 
court  of  equity  are  concerned,  has  been  treated  of  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  but  the  remedies  by  compensation,  indictment  and  by 
the  act  of  the  party  injured,  will  be  treated  of  in  this  chapter. 

Sec.  816.  The  compensatory  remedy  for  injuries  resulting 
from  a  nuisance  is' by  an  action  on  the  case,  and  may  be  brought 
in  the  name  of  any  person  injuriously  affected  thereby.'  If  the 
injury  complained  of  is  to  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  propeity, 
by  smoke,  noxious  vapors,  noisome  smells,  noise,  or  the  inter 
ruption  of  any  easement  or  right  incident  to  the  estate  and  affect- 
ing its  present  use  or  enjoyment,  the  tenant  may  maintain  an 
action  in  his  own  name,  and  he  need  not  allege  or  prove  any  title 
in  himself  to  the  property,  beyond  that  of  bare  possession.''  If 
the  nuisance  is  not  of  a  permanent  character,  or  does  not  produce 
a  permanent  injury  to  the  property,  the  owner  of  the  fee,  except 
in  exceptional  instances,  which  will  be  named  hereafter,  cannot 
maintain  an  action  when  the  property  or  estate  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  tenant  under  a  lease  for  a  term,  whether  long  or  short.* 

'  2  Saunders  on  Plead.  686;  Reynolds  jury  to  the  estate,  the  reversioner  may 

V.  Clark,    Pittsburgh  Rep.  (Penn.)  9.  maintain  an  action   therefor.     By  per- 

*  Villers  i).  Ball,  1  Shower,  13  ;  Gra-  manent  injury  is  not  meant  necessarily 

ham  ■».  Peat,  1  East,  244;  Simpson  v.  act7ialinju.rya.nd  damage,  but  a  legal 

Savage,  1  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  347  ;  Mumford  injury,  a  permanent  invasion  of  a  right. 

V.  Oxford,  etc.,  Railroad  Co.,  1  H.  &  N.  This  may  result  even  when  the  nui- 

35.  sance  is  temporary.     Grant  «.  Lyon,  4 

'  Simpson    v.  Savage,  ante  ;  Metro-  Mete.  (Mass.)  477;  Atkins  v.  Boardman, 

politan  Association  v.  Pitch,  9   C.  B.  2  id.  469  ;  Bolivar  Manufacturing  Co.  b. 

(0.  S.)  365;  Jackson  v.  Pesked,  1  M.  &  Neponsett  Manufacturing  Co., 16  Pick. 

S.  234 ;  Brown  v.  Mullett,  5  C.  B.  (0.  (Mass.)   247  ;     Robert   Mary's   Case,  9 

S.)  .599.     The  rule  seems  to  be   that  Coke,  113;  Fay  «. Prentice,"  1  C.  B.  (N. 

when  the  nuisance,  is  of  a  permanent  S.)   838 ;  Hopewood  v.  Schofield,  3  M. 

character  or  produces  a  permanent  in-  &  Rob.  34. 
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Sec.  817.  But  if,  in  consequence  of  the  nuisance,  the  landlord 
is  prevented  from  renting  his  premises/  or  if  he  is  compelled  to 
rent  them  at  a  less  price  than  he  could  but  for  the  existence  of 
the  nuisance/  or  if  the  actual  value  of  the  property  is  thereby 
impaired,  or  if  the  nuisance  is  of  such  a  character  and  the  situa- 
tion of  the  parties  are  such  that,  if  the  right  is  not  asserted,  a 
servitude  will  be  imposed  upon  the  estate,  the  landlord  may  bring 
an  action  for  the  injury  to  the  estate.* 


Sec.  818.  In  an  action  by  a  tenant  or  a  person  in  possession  of 
premises  affected  by  a  nuisance  under  title  less  than  a  freehold 
estate,  it  is  only  necessary  to  allege  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  is 
in  possession  of  the  premises,  describing  them,  and  that  the  pos- 
session thereof  is  injured  by  the  nuisance  complained  of,  describ- 
ing it  particularly  as  to  its  effect  upon  the  plaintiff's  rights,  and 
the  facts  set  forth  in  the  declaration  must  be  such  as  show  that 
the  use  of  the  defendant's  property,  in  the  manner  charged,  is  in 
fact  a  nuisance  and  a  violation  of  the  plaintiff's  rights.*     A  tenant. 


As  in  the  case  of  erecting  a  building 
witli  eaves  projecting  over  another's 
land.  Fay  v.  Prentice,  ante  ;  Codman 
V.  Evans,  7  Allen  (Mass.),  43.  Or  a 
building  hiding  another's  ancient 
lights  (Tomlinson  t>.  Brown,  E.T.  1755, 
MSS. ;  Tucker  ».  Newman,  11  Ad.  &  El. 
40),  qr  any  act  which  if  long  continued 
will  impose  a  servitude  upon  the  es- 
tate. Metropolitan  Association  «.  Pilch, 
9  C.  B.  (0.  S.)  365  ;  Bonomi  v.  Back- 
house,   E.  B.&E.  640. 

In  such  cases  the  tenant  may  sue  for 
the  injury  to  the  possession,  and  the 
landlord  for  the  injury  to  the  estate. 
Jesserw.  Giflford,  4  Burr.  2141;  Same 
t).  Barwish,  Cro.  Jac.  331. 

J  Potter  V.  Froment,  47  Cal.  165. 

«  Ross  v.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  294 ;  Fran- 
cis V.  Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  Y.  154. 

2  Tucker  v.  Newman,  11  Ad.  &  El. 
40.  See  note  to  Mellor  «.  Spatman,  1 
Wm.  Saunders,  612,  last  edition,  for 
a  full  review  of  authorities. 

4  Booth  -y.  Wilson,  1  B.  &  A.  59;  Peter 
V.  Kendall,  6  B.  &  C.  703  ;  1  Chitty  on 
Plead.  330  ;  2  Saunders  on  Plead.  687; 
Comyn's  Dig. Plead.  C.  39  ;  Coryton  v. 
Litheybe,  2  Saund.  113;  Blissett  «. 
Hart,  Willes,  508 ;  Symonds  v.  Sea- 
bourne,  Cro.  Car.  325. 


But  if  a  title  be  stated  it  must  be 
proved  as  laid  or  it  will  be  a  ground 
for  a  nonsuit  (1  Chitty's  Plead.  385), 
or  if  the  title  stated  appears  to  be 
insufficient,  it  will  be  ground  for  a  de- 
murrer. Stott  V.  Stott,  16  East,  350 ;  2 
Ld.  Rayd.  1228;  Crowther©.  Oldfield, 
1  Salk.  365. 

The  defect  in  titles  is  not  cured  by 
verdict.  Harrison  v.  Fulstowe,  Cro. 
Jac.  185  ;  Crowther  v.  Oldfield,  ante. 
But  if  the  injury  is  to  a  right  not  ap- 
purtenant to  the  premises  and  only 
vests  in  the  plaintiff  by  license  or 
special  agreement,  the  right  and  the 
title  thereto  must  be  definitely  and 
accurately  stated,  and  a  naked  posses- 
sion or  an  exercise  of  the  right  will 
not  support  the  action.  Fentiman  v. 
Smith,  4  East,  108;  Tewksbury  v. 
Ditson,  6  id.  437. 

\Vhen  the  reversioner  sues,  it  is  nec- 
essary to  state  generally  that  the  prem- 
ises were  in  possession  of  a  tenant,  at 
the  time  when  the  injury  was  commit- 
ted, but  an  allegation  that  the  tenant 
is  still  in  possession,  or  that  the  plain- 
tiff's title  still  continues,  is  immaterial 
and  if  alleged  need  not  be  proved. 
Vowles  v.  Miller,  3  Taunt.  137,  but  if 
the  injury  complained  of  is  the  loss  of 
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however,  can  only  sue  for  damages  and  cannot  claim  an  abate- 
ment of  the  nuisance.'  In  all  cases  where  an  abatement  of  the 
nuisance  is  claimed  in  addition  to  damages,  in  those  States  where 
the  courts  are  clothed  with  power  to  order  an  abatement,  the 
action  must  be  brought  by  the  owner  of  the  estate  affected  by 
the  nuisance,  and  against  the  owner  of  the  land  upon  which  the 
nuisance  exists,  or  against  the  erector  and  the  owner  of  the  estate 
where  the  nuisance  is  erected  by  one  who  does  not  own  the  estate." 
The  owner  of  premises  upon  which  a  nuisance  exists,  although 
erected  by  a  tenant,  is  liable  therefor,  if,  at  the  time  when  the 
premises  were  let,  he  knew  the  purposes  to  which  they  were  to 
be  devoted,  and  had  reason  to  know  that  the  use  of  the  property 
in  that  way  would  be  productive  of  injury  to  others  as  a  nui- 
sance.°  It  is  not  necessary  that  he  should  have  known  positively 
that  the  particular  use  would  be  a  nuisance,  but,  if  there  were 


a  tenant  by  reason  of  the  nuisance,  the 
fact  should  be  so  stated  and  proved  or 
the  action  will  fail.  Potter  v.  Froment, 
47  Cal.  165  ;  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf,  53 
N.  Y.  153  ;  Ross  v.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  394, 
Wesson  «. Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13  Allen 
(Mass.),  95.  If  the  injury  complained 
of  results  from  a  breach  of  some  duty 
incident  to  the  defendant's  estate,  as 
non-repair  of  fences,  non-repair  of  pri- 
vate ways,  etc.,  it  is  sufficient  to  state 
generally  that  the  defendant  was  in 
possession  of  the  estate,  and  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  repair  certain  fences, 
etc.,  without  stating  particularly  how 
the  duty  arose.  1  Chitty's  Plead.  333  ; 
2  Ld.  Rayd.  1090  ;  6  Mod.  311.  But  if 
the  duty  is  created  by  a  special  statute 
or  by  an  ordinance  of  a  city  or  other 
corporation,  so  much  of  the  act  must 
be  set  forth  as  to  enable  the  court  to 
say  that  a  duty  was  imposed  upon  the 
defendant  thereby ;  but  if  it  arises 
under  a  general  law,  the  law  need  not 
be  set  up. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  state  the  pre- 
cise day  when  the  injury  occurred. 
Westbourne  v.  Mordaunt,  Cro.  Eliz. 
191,  but  if  a  former  recovery  has  been 
had,  the  injury  must  be  shown  and 
alleged  to  have  occurred  subsequent 
to  such  former  recovery.  Clowes  v. 
North  Staffordshire  Potteries  Co.,  8  L. 
R.  Ch.  App.  125. 

The  action  is  local  and  should  be 
brought  in  the  county  where  the  nui- 
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sance  exists.  The  nuisance  should  be 
described  with  certainty,  but  a  local 
description  need  not  be  given,  and  in 
the  absence  thereof,  it  will  be  sufficient 
if  it  is  proved  on  the  trial  to  have  been 
committed  in  the  county  in  which  the 
action  is  brought.  In  local  actions  it 
is  presumed  that  the  injury  occurred 
within  the  county  where  the  action  is 
brought,  but  good  pleading  requires 
that  the  locality  should  be  definitely 
stated.  Warren  i;.Webb,  1  Taunt.  379. 
But  where  the  allegation  is  that  the 
nuisance  exists  in  one  county  and  the 
proof  is  that  it  is  in  another,  the  vari- 
ance is  fatal.  Simmons  v.  Lillystone, 
8  Ex.  441. 

'  Brown  v.  Woodworth,  5  Barb.  (N. 
T.)  550  ;  Evans  v.  Evans,  2  Camp.  191; 
Barker  v.  Barker,  3  C.  &  P.  557  ;  Cook 
V.  Transportation  Co.,  1  Den.  (N.  Y.) 
91 ;  Symons  v.  Seabourne,  Cro.  Car. 
335. 

^  Ellsworth  V.  Putnam,  16  Barb.  566; 
Brown  v.  Woodworth,  5  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 
550  ;  Hutchins  v.  Smith,  63  id.  353. 

In  New  York  the  action  under  the 
Code  may  be  both  for  damages  and 
abatement,  but  the  remedy  is  not  en- 
couraged. Hutchins  v.  Smith,  ante  ; 
Howard  v.  See,  3  Sand.  (N.  Y.)  383. 

3  Fish  1-.  Dodge,  Denio  (N.  Y.),  311  ; 
Morris  v.  Brower,  Anth.  N.  P.  (N.  Y.) 
368  ;  Pickard  v.  Collins,  33  Barb.  (N. 
Y.)  444;  Blunt  v.  Aiken,  15  Wend. 
(N.  Y.)  522. 
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reasonable  grounds  to  apprehend  such  a  result,  it  is  sufficient  to 
charge  him  with  liability,  either  alone,  or  jointly  with  the  ten- 
ant, by  one  who  is  injured  thereby.'.  But  if  premises  are  leased 
to  a  tenant,  and  the  tenant  creates  a  nuisance  thereon,  that  was 
not  contemplated  by  the  lease,  and  which  cannot  fairly  be 
said  to  have  been  licensed  by  the  landlord,  the  tenant  alone  is 
liablp  for  damages."  But  if,  after  the  nuisance  is  erected,  the 
landlord  renews  the  lease,  this  is  such  a  ratification  or  adoption 
of  the  nuisance,  as  charges  the  landlord  with  liability.' 

Sec.  819.  In  Smith  v.  Humbert,  2  Kerr  (N.  B.),  602,  the 
defendant  was  the  owner  of  premises  adjoining  the  plaintiff's 
land.  He  had  erected  buildings  thereon,  and  a  privy  for  the  use 
of  the  buildings,  and  let  the  premises  to  tenants.  The  privy  by 
faulty  use  became  a  nuisance,  and  was  so  offensive  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  prevented  from  renting  his  premises  for  as  large  rent  as 
he  otherwise  would  have  been  able  to  have  rented  them  for.  The 
court  held  that,  where  the  landlord  erects  any  thing  upon  his 
premises,  which  by  improper  use  may  become  a  nuisance,  he  is 
liable  for  all  the  consequences  if  the  thing  in  fact  becomes  a 
nuisance  through  the  fault  of  his  tenants ;  and  this  is  the  case, 
even  though  the  tenant  has  covenanted  to  make  all  repairs.* 

Sec.  820.  The  action  is  local  and  should  be  laid  in  the  county 
where  the  nuisance  exists,  but  if  no  county  is  named  the  action 
will  be  upheld  by  proof  that  the  nuisance  exists  in  the  county 

1  Fish  v.  Dodge,  ante,  ;  port  ■!).  Ruckman,  10  Bosw.  (N.  Y.)  20 ; 
Marshall  v.  Cohen,  44  Ga.  488 ;  9  Am.  Irvine  v.  Fowler,  5  Robt  (N  Y  )  483  • 
Rep.  170.  51  N.  Y.  224  ;  Rex  v.  Moore,  3  B.  &  Ad! 

2  Burgess   v.    Gray,   1    C.    B.  591 ;  184. 

Ellis  v.  Sheffield  Gas  Co.,  25  L.  J.  (Q.  In  Gandy   and    wife   v.   Jubber,  17 

"•)  42.  B.  &  S.  485,  the  owner  of  a  messuage 

3  State  V.  Williams,  1  Vroom.  (N.  J.)  and  premises,  attached  to  which 
112.  was  an  area,  let  the  same  to  a  tenant 

4  Portland  «.  Richardson,  54  Me.  46.     from   year  to  year, and   died;  having 
In  Rex  V.  Pedley,  1   Ad.  &   El.  822,     devised   the    property,  with   an   iron 

it  was  held  that  the  landlord  who  lets  grating  over  the  area  improperly  con- 
premises  with  a  nuisance  thereon,  or  structed  and  out  of  repair  so  as  to 
any  thing  liable  to  become  so,  except  amount  to  a  nuisance  to  the  defend- 
care  is  exercised  (in  this  case  a  privy),  ant.  The  defendant,  having  no  notice 
is  liable  to  indictment  if  the  thing  of  the  nuisance,  suffered  the  tenant  to 
becomes  a  nuisance,  even  though  the  remain  in  the  occupation  of  the  prem- 
tenant  has  covenanted  to  repair.  Con-  ises,  upon  the  same  terms  as  before 
greve  v.  Morgan,  18  N.  Y.  84 ;  Daven-  receiving   rent.     The    wife  of  A.  hav- 
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where  the  action  is  brouglit,'  but  if  the  nuisance  is  laid  in  one 
county  and  proved  to  be  in  another  the  variance  is  fatal.*  The 
particular  use  of  property  complained  of  as  a  nuisance,  as  well 
as  the  injury  resulting  therefrom,  should  be  particularly  stated. 
The  injurious  act  should  be  described  according  to  the  fact,  but 
the  particular  manner  in  which  the  nuisance  is  created  need  not 
be  stated."  It  seems,  however,  that  if  the  mode  of  producing 
the  injury  is  set  forth  it  must  be  proved  as  laid,''  and  a  nuisance 
essentially  different  from  that  alleged  cannot  be  proved/  The  rules 
of  good  pleading  require  that  a  nuisance  should  be  described  and 
set  forth  particularly  and  explicitly,  as  proof  is  not  admissible  to 
prove  a  nuisance  of  an  essentially  different  character  from  that 
set  up  in  the  declaration/  The  declaration  must  also  show  that 
the  defendant  maintains  or  upholds  the  nuisance,  and  that  it  is 
caused  by  his  own  acts,  or  the  acts  of  others  by  his  knowledge  or 
consent  in  some  way,  so  that  he  may  be  said  to  be  connected  there- 
with. Although  a  nuisance  exists  upon  a  person's  premises,  yet 
if  it  exists  there  by  the  act  of  a  stranger,^  or  if  it  is  caused  by 
others  outside  his  premises,  no  liability  exists  against  him  therefor. 
As,  if  filthy  water  is  thrown  upon  premises  above  his,  and,  passing 
on  his,  accumulates  there  and  emits  noxious  smells,  no  action  lies 
against  the  owner  of  the  lower  estate  therefor ;  *  nor,  if  by  the 
erection  of  a  mill  noxious  smells  are  emitted,  can  the  owner  of 
the  dam  be  made  liable  if  the  nuisance  arises  from  the  acts  of 
others,  as  by  improved  or  increased  cultivation  of  upper  premises, 
or  by  ditching  done  by  upper  owner  whereby  silt  accumulates  and 
chokes  the  channel,  producing  an  overflow  and  the  collection  of 
water  in  stagnant  pools.^  So,  too,  no  liability  exists  for  a  nui- 
sance that  is  created  by  natural  causes,  and  to  which  the  act  of 

ing  sustained  damage  by  reason  of  the         '  Warren  v.   Webb,  1    Taunt.  379 ; 

dangerous   condition  of   the  grating ;  State  v.  Sturdevant,  8  Shep.  (Md.)  9 ; 

held  by  the   court  of   queen's  bench,  Oliphant  v.  Smith,  3  Penn.  180. 
that  the  defendant,  as  reversioner,  was        ^  Simmons  v.  Lillystone,  8  Ex.  441. 
liable   to   an  action   for  the    damage        ^  Ellis  v.  Rowles,  Willes,  677. 
thereby  occasioned  by  the  exchequer        *  Anonymous,  1  Ld.  Raym.  452. 
chamber.     Marshall   v.  Cohen,  44  Ga.         ^  O'Brien  v.  St.  Paul  R.  E.  Co.,  18 

489  ;  9  Am.  Rep.  170.  Minn.  176. 

But  see  Fisher  v.  Thirkell,  21  Mich.         «  O'Brien  v.  St.  Paul,  18  Minn.  176. 
1  ;  Bears  v.  Ambler,  9  Penn.  St.   193  ;        ■"  Saxbv  v.  Manchester,  Sheffield  & 

City  of  Lowell  v.  Spaulding,  4  Cush.  Lincolnshire  R.  R.  Co.,  19  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 

(Mass.)  277 ;  Elliott  v.  Aiken,  45  N.  H.  640. 

36 ;  Owings  v.  Jones,  9  Md.  108  ;  Estea        «  State  v.  Burlington,  36  Vt.  521. 
V.  Estes,  23  Ind.  114  s  State  v.  Rankin,  3  S.  C.  438. 
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man  has  not  contributed  ; '  nor  for  a  nuisance  that  would  exist 
independent  of  any  act  done  by  the  defendant,  and  where  his  act 
has  not  essentially  increased  it.'' 

But,  if  the  act  of  the  defendant  contributes  essentially  to  the 
creation  of  the  nuisance,  as  by  the  erection  of  a  dam  which 
renders  the  water  stagnant,^  or  produces  its  overflow  so  as  to 
cause  it  to  gather  in  pools  or  eddies  and  become  stagnant,*  or  by 
raising  it  so  as  to  cause  the  decay  of  vegetable  matter  upon  its 
banks,  whereby  unwholesome  gases  are  developed,'  he  is  liable, 
even  though  natural  causes  combine  with  his  act  to  produce  the 
injury. 

Sec.  821.  So,  too,  any  person  who  contributes  to  the  production 
of  a  nuisance  may  be  made  chargeable  therewith,  although  many 
others  contributed  thereto,  and  his  act  alone  would  not  constitute 
a  nuisance,  but  the  combined  eflPect  of  which  is  to  create  an  action- 
able injury ;  as,  if  several  persons  drain  their  premises  into  the 
same  ditch,  the  waters  -from  which  are  discharged  near  the  premi- 
ses of  another,  and  produce  an  injury  either  to  his  estate  or  to  its 
comfortable  enjoyment,  any  of  the  persons  so  using  the  drain 
are  liable,  either  jointly  or  separately,  for  the  damages,  or  to 
indictment  therefor.*  Or  if  several  persons  use  a  private  way  in 
a  manner  different  from  what  they  have  a  lawful  right  to  use  it, 
although  there  is  no  concert  between  them  in  its  use,  and  each 
uses  it  on  his  own  account  and  at  different  times,  although  the 
unlawful  use  by  either  one  of  the  parties  would  not  constitute  an 
actionable  obstruction ;  yet  if  the  use,  by  all  of  them  combined, 
creates  a  nuisance  to  others,  an  action  may  be  maintained  against 
one  or  all  of  the  parties  whose  acts  contribute  to  the  nuisance.'' 


Sec.  822.  It  -is  not  necessary  to  set  up  the  defendant's  title  to 
the  property  upon  which  the  nuisance  exists,  but  his  relation  to 
the  nuisance  must  be  set  forth  in  such  a  way  as  to  show  that  he 


'  Mohr  v.  Gault,  10  Wis.  313. 

2  Beach  v.  People,  11  Mich.  106. 

3  Rogers  v.  Barker,  31  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 
447. 

*  Beach  v.  People,  11  Mich.  103. 
6  People  V.  Townsend,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.), 
479. 


*  Duke  of  Buccleugh  v.  Coman,  5 
Macph.  214  ;  McAuley  v.  Roberts,  18 
Grant's  Cas.  (U.  C.)  565  ;  Crossley  v. 
Lightowler,  3  L.  R.  Ch.  486. 

'  Thorpe  v.  Brumfitt,  8  L.  R.  Ch. 
App.  654. 
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is  legally  liable  for  its  existence.'  Any  person  contributing  to  a 
nuisance  is  liable  therefor,  either  jointly  with  others  or  alone." 
It  is  not  necessary  that  he  should  actually  have  aided  in  the  crea- 
tion or  the  maintenance  of  it ; '  it  is  sufficient  if  he  stands  in  a 
position  to  it  that  responsibility  therefor  can  be  legally  predi- 
cated against  him."  As,  if  the  nuisance  arose  from  the  acts  of  his 
servants  in  the  course  of  their  employment,"  or  of  his  tenants  in 
the  use  of  the  premises  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
demised  when  he  knew,  or  had  reason  to  believe,  that  their  use 
in  that  way  would  produce  the  results  complained  of ; '  or  if  the 
nuisance  was  created  by  a  contractor,  when  the  nuisance  was 
necessarily  created  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  which  he 
undertook  to  perform ;  ^  but,  otherwise,  if  the  work  might  be  done 
without  causing  a  nuisance,  and  the  nuisance  only  resulted  from 
the  carelessness  of  the  contractor.*  So,  if  the  nuisance  was 
erected  before  he  became  the  owner  of  the  property,  if  he  uses 
it,  having  knowledge  of  its  injurious  results,"  or  after  notice 
thereof,  and  request  to  remove  it ;  ^"  and  it  seems  that  knowledge 
of  the  fact  that  injurious  results  ensue  to  one  estate  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  charge  him  with  knowledge  that  injurious  results  ensue 
to  another,  even  though  the  other  be  an  adjoining  estate."  But 
such  facts  must  be  established  as  show  knowledge  on  his  part  of 
the  particular  nuisance  complained  of,  or  notice  thereof  must  be 
given  before  the  action  is  brought.'*  A  servant,  or  any  person 
aiding  in  the  creation  or  maintenance  of  a  nuisance,  is  jointly 
liable  with  his  master  therefor,  or  may  be  sued  alone.''  But  in 
the  declaration  the  capacity  in  which  the  defendant  was  acting 
should  not  be  alleged ;  as,  in  actions  for  a  tort,  all  who  are 
engaged  therein  are  principals,  and  equally  liable,  therefor,  in 
whatever  capacity  they  were  acting." 

1  Cheetham  v.  Hampson,  4  T.  R.  318 ;        "*  Johnson  v.  Lewis,  13  Conn.  303. 
Rider  v.  Smitli,  8  id.  767.  "  Cohocton  Stone  Co.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  51 

2  Chenango    Br.    Co.    v.    Lewis,   63     N.  T.  573. 

Barb.  (N.  T.)  111.  '^  Cohocton  Stone  Co.  «.  R.  R.  Co., 

3  Rex  V.  Medley,  6  C.  &  P.  293.  ante. 

^  Regina  v.  Stephens,  1  L.  R.  (Q.  B.)        i^  Losee  v.  Buchanan,  51  N.  Y.  476 ; 

701.  Regina  v.  Stephens,  1  L.  R.  Q.  B.  701 ; 

*  Reg  V.  Stephens,  ante.  Rex.  v.  Medley,  6  C.  &  P.  293. 

•  Fish  v.  Dodge,  4  Den.  (N.  Y.)  411.  '*  Sutton  v.  Clarke,  6  Taunt.  29  ;  Mit- 
•»  Chicago  V.  Robbins,  2  Black  (U.  S.)  chell  v.  Tarbutt,  5  T.  R.  651  ;  Chenango 
8  Butler  V.  Hunter,  7  H.  &  N.  826.  B.  Co.  v.  Lewis,  63  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  111. 

«  Brown  v.  Cayuga  R.  R.  Co.,  13  N. 
Y.  487. 
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Sec.  823,  A  recovery  in  one  action  does  not  prevent  a  recovery 
in  another  for  all  damages  resulting  between  the  bringing  of  the 
former  suit,  and  the  second  or  third,  or  whatever  number  of 
actions  may  be  brought,*  for,  in  judgment  of  law,  every  continu- 
ance of  a  nuisance,  is  a  new  nuisance  for  which  an  action  may  be 
brought."  Neither  does  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  by  the 
plaintiff  of  his  own  motion,  or  by  the  defendant  himself,  prevent 
a  recovery  for  all  damages  sustained  prior  to  the  abatement.' 

Sec.  824.  If  the  nuisance  complained  of  is  created  by  a  cor- 
poration, the  corporation  and  such  of  its  officers  as  have  the 
direction  and  control  of  its  business,  as  well  as  its  agents  or 
servants  who  contributed  to  the  nuisance,  may  be  jointly  sued  or 
indicted  therefor.* 

Sec.  825.  In  all  actions  for  a  nuisance,  enough  should  be 
stated  to  show  that  the  act  complained  of,  if  proved  as  laid,  is  in 
fact  and  in  law  a  nuisance.  This,  of  course,  not  only  involves 
the  necessity  of  setting  forth  the  nature  of  the  wrong,  but  also' 
its  injurious  results.  By  this,  I  do  not  mean  that  it  is  necessary 
to  state  the  precise  manner  in  which  the  nuisance  is  created,  as 
that  would  generally  be  impossible,  and  usually  very  dangerous ; 
as,  if  a  party,  in  setting  up  a  nuisance,  undertakes  to  state  the 
particular  mea/ns  used  to  produce  it,  he  must  prove  the  allegation 
as  laid,  and  failing  in  that,  the  variance  will  be  fatal.^  But  the 
nuisance  as  it  exists  should  be  specifically  set  forth,  as  well  as 
the  injurious  results  produced  thereby,*  and  the  injury  set  forth 
must  be  such  as  imposes  upon  the  defendant  a  legal  obligation  to 
respond  to  the  plaintiff  in  damages,  for  otherwise  the  declara- 
tion will  be  insufficient  on  demurrer.'' 

Thus  a  tenant  must  not  declare  for  an  injury  to  the  estate  that 
does  not  affect  his  possessory  right,  nor  the  landlord  or  rever- 
sioner for  an  injury  simply  to  the  possession.     There  must  be  an 

1  Clowes  «.  N.  Staflfordshire  Potteries  *  Rex  «.  Medley,  6  C.  &  P.  439  ;  Re- 
Co.,  8  L.  R.  Ch.  gina  x>.  Stephens,  1  L.  R.  (Q.  B.)  701. 

2  Cohocton  Stone  Co.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  52  ^  Anonymous,  1  Ld.  Raym.  452 ;  2 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  390 ;  Beckwith  «.  Gris-  Saunders  on  Pleading,  688 ;  O'Brien  -y, 
wold,  29  id.  291.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  Minn.  176. 

3  Crump  -y.  Lambert,  17  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  «  Ellis  'o.  Rowles,  Willes,  677. 
Pierce  «.  Dart,  7   Cowen  (N.  T.),  607  ;  ■»  Pickard  -y.  Collins,  23  Barb.  (N.  Y.) 
Tate  v.  Parrish,   7   Monr.   (Ky.)  325;  444. 

Call  «.  Buttrick,  4  Cush.  (Mass.)  345. 
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immediate  right  of  action  on  the  one  hand,  and  an  immediate 
liability  on  the  other.  It  is  not  necessary  that  aotual  damage 
should  be  alleged,  but  it  must  clearly  appear  that  a  legal  right 
has  been  invaded,  and  in  such  a  case  the  law  will  imply  the 
requisite  damage  to  uphold  the  right.'  But  where  nuisance  con- 
sists in  the  special  damage  produced,  the  special  injury  should  be 
particularly  stated.  As,  in  an  action  by  an  occupant  for  an  injury 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  premises,  by  the  exercise  of  a  noxiou^ 
trade  by  the  defendant,  the  injury  should  be  definitely  stated. 
If  the  injury  consists  in  a  pollution  of  the  air  by  smoke,  noxious 
vapors,  or  noisome  smells,  it  should  be  stated  that  the  extent 
of  the  pollution  is  such  as  to  impair  the  reasonable,  ordinary 
comfort  of  the  premises ;  and  if  there  are  any  special  ilJ  re- 
sults beyond  that,  as  the  impregnation  of  the  atmosphere  with 
cinders,  soot,  ashes  or  dust,  these  should  also  be  set  forth ;  and  if 
the  result  is,  that  the  cinders,  so^)t,  ashes  or  dust  enter  the  premi- 
ses and  settle  upon  and  injure  the  furniture  or  other  property, 
this  special  injury  should  also  be  stated.  A  failure  to  prove  all  the 
allegations  of  special  damage  will  not  prevent  a  recovery ;  it  is 
simply  necessary  to  prove  enough  to  sustain  the  allegation  of 
nuisance  and  show  a  legal  injury  from  the  defendant's  acts."  The 
allegation  of  present  and  past  injury  and  damage  must  be  made ;  as, 
if  it  appear  that  the  defendant  has  only  done  an  act  from  which 
injury  and  damage  may  result,  no  nuisance  at  law  exists,  and  the 
action  must  fail.  Thus,  if  the  defendant  has  erected  a  dam  upon 
a  stream  which  will  flood  the  plaintiff's  land  in  time  of  high 
water,  but  which  has  not  yet  produced  that  result ;  or  if  he  has 
excavated  upon  his  own  lands  in  such  a  manner  that  the  plain- 
tiff's lands  will  ultimately  be  let  down,  but  which  have  not  yet 
been  injured,  no  action  lies  until  the  damage  actually  transpires. 
There  must  be  present  or  past  injury  to  uphold  the  action.* 

1  Ashbv  V.  White.  2  Ld.  Ravm.  928  ;  253 ;  Bemis  v.  Upham,  13  Pick.  (Mass.) 

Webb  V.  Portland  Manufacturing  Co.,  169 ;    Ripka   v.    Sargent,   7  W.   &   S. 

3  Sum.  (U.  S.)  189  ;  Parker  v.  Griswold,  (Penn.)  9  ;  Ballou  v.  Inhabitants,  4  Gray 

17  Conn.  288  ;  Wood  v.  Waud,  3  Exchq.  (Mass.),  324. 

748 ;  Goodson  v.  Richardson,  9  L  R.  Ch.  ^  Barnard  v.  Duthy,  5  Taunton,  27  ; 

App.  221 ;  Wilts  v.  Navigation  Co.,  1  id.  Bonomi  v.  Backhouse,  9  H.  L.  Cas.  503. 

4-56;  Reid  v.  GiflFord,  1  Hopk.  (N.  Y.)  ^  Bonomi  v.  Backhouse,  ante;  Lud- 

416 ;  White  v.  Forbes,  Walk.  (Mich.)  low  v.  R.   R.  Co.,  6  Lans.  (N.  Y.  S.  C.) 

112  ;  Bolivar  Manufacturing  Co.  v.  Xe-  128  ;  Shaw  v.  Thackerah,  1  L.  R.  (C. 

ponset  Co.,  16  Pick.  (Mass.)  212  ;  Ar-  P.)  564;  Webb  v.  Bird,  13  C.  B.  (N.  S.) 

thur  V.  Case,   1   Paige   (N.   Y.),   448  ;  843  ;  Chasemore  v.  Richards,  7  H.  &  N. 

Blanchard   v.   Baker,  8   Greenl.  (Me.)  349. 
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Sec.  826.  Tenants  in  common  may  join  in  an  action  for  a  nui- 
sance affecting  their  estate,'  but  persons  having  distinct  interesjts 
affected  by  the  same  nuisance  must  bring  separate  actions.'' 

So,  while  all  persons  upholding  a  particular  nuisance  may  be 
joined  as  defendants  in  an  action  for  damages  therefrom,  yet 
they  must  be  parties  to  one  and  the  same  nuisance.  Thus,  if  A 
and  B  maintain  a  smith's  forge,  the  smoke  from  which,  added  to 
the  smoke  already  produced  in  that  locality  by  a  smith's  forge 
carried  on  by  C,  creates  an  actionable  nuisance,  A,  B  and  C 
cannot  be  joined  as  defendants  in  an  action  by  D,  who  is  inju- 
riously affected  thereby.  Actions  must  be  brought  against  A  and 
B  respecting  their  nuisance,  and  also  against  C  respecting  the 
nuisance  produced  by  him.  There  is  no  such  connection 
between  their  acts  as  make  them  liable  jointly  for  the  ill  results 
ensuing  from  them.  Each  is  liable  for  the  nuisance  produced  by 
him,  and  if  the  act  of  C,  before  A  and  B  erected  their  forge, 
produced  no  nuisance,  then  A  and  B  have  no  right  to  maintain 
their  forge,  if,  added  to  the  smoke  and  noise  and  dust  from  C's 
shop,  a  nuisance  results ;  and  the  fact  that  the  dust  and  noise 
and  smoke  from  C's  shop  is  necessary  to  create  the  nuisance,  is 
no  defense  for  them.^ 


Sec.  827.  If  a  person  parts  with  his  interest  in  premises  upon 
which  a  nuisance  exists  at  the  time  of  sale,  he  continues  liable  for 
all  damage  created  thereby  as  well  after  as  before  the  sale.*  But 
it  would  seem  that  this  is  not  the  case  when  the  premises  have 
been  conveyed  by  quit-claim  deed.  Such  is  the  rule  in  New 
York,"  and  would  seem  to  be  within  the  principle  of  all  the  cases. 
The  fact  that  the  defendant  cannot  enter  to  abate  the  nuisance. 


'  Bacon's  Abr.,  Joint  Tenants. 

*  Saunders'  Pleadings,  686;  Great 
Falls  Co.  V.  Worster,  15  N.  H.  413. 

2  Thorpe  v.  Brumfitt,  8  L.  R.,  Ch.  656, 
where  James,  L.  J.,  says  :  "  Suppose 
one  person  leaves  a  wheelbarrow 
standing  in  a  way,  that  may  cause  no 
appreciable  inconvenience,  but  if  a 
hundred  do  so,  that  may  cause  a  seri- 
ous inconvenience,  which  a  person 
entitled  to  the  use  of  the  way  has  a 
right  to  prevent ;   and  it  is  no  defense 


to  any  one  among  the  hundred  to  say 
that  what  he  does,  of  itself,  causes  no 
damage  to  the  complainant." 

*  Dorman  v.  Ames,  12  Minn.  451 ;  Co- 
hocton  Stone  Co.  v.  BuflFalo  R.  R.  Co., 
52  Barb.(N.  Y.)  890;  Curtis  ^.Thompson, 
19  N.  H.  47 ;  Plumer  v.  Harper,  3  id. 
88  ;  Eastman  v.  Amoskeag  Co.,  44  id. 
143. 

*  Waggoner  v.  Jermaine,  3  Denio 
(N.  T.),  306 ;  Hanse  v.  Cowing,  1  Lans. 
(N.  Y.)  288. 
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does  not  excuse  his  liabilitVj  for  it  is  his  own  wrong  which  has 
involved  him  in  trouble/ 

Sec.  82S.  The  owner  of  premises,  who  has  demised  them  with 
a  nuisance  thereon,  is  regarded  as  upholding  a  nuisance  by 
receiving  rent  therefor ;  so  when  he  has  conveyed  the  premises, 
with  covenants  of  warranty,  be  is  regarded  as  upholding  the 
nuisance  bv  his  covenants:"  but  when  the  convevance  is  bv 
quitclaim  deed,  he  simply  conveys  his  right,  title  and  interest 
in  the  property,  and  is  not  regarded  as  conveying  any  right  in 
or  to  the  premises  which  he  did  not  legally  possess,  or  which  he 
could  not  legally  exercise.' 

Sec.  829.  In  all  actions  for  injuries  sustained  from  a  public 
nuisance,  the  declaration  must  contain  a  specific  statement  of  the 
special  damage,  or  the  declaration  wall  be  insufficient  on  demur- 
rer, and  the  defect  will  not  be  cured  by  verdict.*  The  special 
injury  is  the  gist  of  the  action,  and  unless  alleged  and  proved, 
no  cause  of  action  exists.*  The  damage  must  be  such  as  is  par- 
ticular and  peculiar  to  the  plaintiff,  and  different  from  that  sus- 
tained by  the  rest  of  the  public' 

Sec.  830.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  an  injury  from  the  erection  of 
a  building  in  a  highway,  a  declaration  simply  alleging  that  the 
defendant  had  erected  a  building  in  a  highway  whereby  the 
defendant  was  prevented  from  passing  with  his  horses  and  carri- 
age, or  on  foot,  would  be  insufficient,  for  all  the  public  are 
equally  prevented  from  passing,  and  no  recovery  can  be  had  for 
the  common  injury ;'  but.  if  by  reason  of  the  obstruction,  the 
plaintiff  is  prevented  from  reaching  his  premises,*  or  if  access 

1  Smith    V.  Elliott,  9   Penn.  St.  345  ;  ^  Sampson   v.    Smith,   8    Sim.   273  ; 

Thompson  v.  Gibson,  7  M.  &  W.  456  ;  White   r.  Cohen,  19   Eng.  Law  &  Eq. 

Com.  V.                ,  146 ;  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  T. 

-  Irvine  r.  Wood,  51  N.  T.  224.  152  ;  Wesson  v.  Washbume  Iron  Co., 

3  Blunt  V.  Aiken,  15  Wend.  (N.  T.)  13  Allen  (Mass.),  94. 

522;  Waggoner  v.  Jermaine,  3  Denio  ^  Higbee  v.  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  E 

(X.  Y.),  306 ;  Staple  v.  Spring,  10  Mass.  Co.,  19  X.  J  278  ;  Houck  v.  Waucher, 

72.  34  Md.  265  ;  6  Am.  Rep.  332. 

*  O'Brien  v.  St.  Paul.  18  Minn.  176  ;  '  Hopkins  v.  Crombie,  24  X.  H.  176. 

Venand  v.  Cross,  8  Kan.  248  ;  Clark  v.  *  Brown   v.   Watrous,   47  Me.    161  ; 

Peckham,  9  R.  I.  455  ;  Grigsbv  v.  Clear  Pierce  v.  Dart,  7  Cow.  (X.  Y.)  605. 
Lake   Co.,  40   Cal.  193;  Smith  li.  Mc- 
Conathy,  11  Mo.  515. 
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thereto  is  cut  off  or  made  difficult/  or  if  customers  are  pre- 
vented from  coming  to  his  shop  to  trade,"  or  to  his  inn  for 
refreshments  ;*  or  if  he  is  compelled  to  take  a  more  circuitous 
route  to  reach  his  destination,  and  thereby  sustains  material  dam- 
age, as  by  the  loss  of  time,  or  being  subjected  to  loss  in  the  sale 
of  his  goods,  or  in  being  prevented  from  performing  a  contract, 
or  discharging  a  legal  duty,  the  special  injury  should  be  specifi- 
cally and  clearly  set  forth  in  the  declaration,  and  must,  in  the 
main,  be  established  by  proof  on  the  trial,  or  no  recovery  can  be 
had.  In  an  action  arising  from  a  public  nuisance,  the  gravamen 
of  the  action  is  the  special  damage  ;*  but,  in  the  case  of  a  private 
nuisance  purely,  the  fact  of  the  nuisance  appearing,  all  damages, 
that  are  the  natural  and  probable  consequence  thereof,  to  a  par- 
ticular right,  can  be  recovered,  whether  specially  alleged  in  the 
declaration  or  not.' 

Sec.  831,  There  are  a  class  of  actions  for  nuisances  in  which 
negligence  must  be  alleged.  As,  for  injuries  arising  from  the 
undermining  of  buildings,  by  excavations  upon  adjoining  lands  ;* 
for  injuries  resulting  from  the  explosion  of  steam  boilers,^  of 
gunpowder,*  although  in  the  latter  case  it  seems  that  the  keeping 
of  large  quantities  in  a  populous  locality,  or  near  the  dwellings 
of  another,  or  near  a  highway,  is  a  nuisance  per  se,  rendering  the 
owner  thereof  liable  for  all  injuries  resulting  therefrom.*  So  in  9 
actions  against  persons  acting  under  legislative  powers,  unless 
the  act  is  in  excess  of  their  powers,  negligence  should  be  alleged ; 
as  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  flooding  of  lands,  by  the  erec- 
tion of  an  embankment,  for  want  of  a  proper  culvert  under  the 
same,"  or  turning  surface-water  upon  the  premises  of  another,'"  or 
preventing  the  drainage  of  lands  when,  by  ditches  and  sluices, 

'Stetson   V.   Faxon,  19   Mass.    147;  330;  Panton  «.  Holland,  17  Jolins.  (N. 

Corning  «.  Lowerre,  6  Johns.  Ch.  (N.T.)  Y.)  93  ;  Moody  v.  McClelland,  R9  Ala. 

641 ;  Savannah  R.  R.  Co.  «.  Shiels,  33  45. 

Ga.  601.  *  Losee  v.  Buchanan,  51  N.  T.  476. 

2  Iveson  V.  Moore,  13  Mod.  363.  '  People  v.  Sands,  1  Johns.  (N.  T.)  78. 

8  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf,  53   N.  Y.  «  Weir  v.  Kirk,  74  Penn.  St.  374. 

153.  '  Johnson  v.  Atlantic,  etc. ,  R.  R.  Co. 

4  Carter  v.  Taume,  103   Mass.  507  ;  35  N.  H.  567. 

Vanderslice  v.  Newton,  4  N.  Y.  130.  '°  Waterman  v  Conn.  &  Pass.  R.  R. 

»  La  Sala  v.  Holbrook,  4  Paige  (N.  Y.),  Co.,  30  Vt.  610. 
169;  Thurston  v.  Hancock,  13  Mass. 
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the  injury  could  have  been  prevented ; '  but,  except  where  the 
act  is  strictly  within  the  scope  of  the  grant,  and  the  natural  or 
probable  consequence  thereof,  negligence  is  not  an  element,  and 
need  not  be  alleged.'  As,  if  there  are  two  modes  of  doing  an 
act,  one  of  which  would  not  result  injuriously,  if  the  method 
is  chosen  that  does  produce  injury,  liability  attaches  for  all 
the  consequences,*  But,  as  persons  acting  under  legislative 
authority  are  given  large  discretion  in  the  mode  of  doing  their 
work,  except  in  cases  where  the  method  chosen  is  clearly 
improper,  too  much  reliance  should  not  be  predicated  on  this 
claim/  Generally,  however,  negligence  is  not  an  element  in  an 
action  for  a  nuisance.*  ^ 

Sec,  832.  Dangerous  animals,  accustomed  to  bite  or  attack 
mankind,  are  regarded  as  nuisances ;  but  in  order  to  fix  liability 
upon  the  owner  or  keeper,  it  must  be  shown  that  he  Icnew  of  their 
propensities ;'  therefore  it  is  always  necessary  to  allege  a  scienter 
in  the  declaration,  and  to  prove  it  on  the  trial,^  but  this  is  only 
the  case  in  reference  to  domestic  animals.  If  the  animal  is  of  a 
ferocious  nature,  as  a  tiger,  bear,  or  other  animal  ferae  naturae^ 
knowledge  of  its  propensities  need  not  be  alleged  or  proved.* 
If  the  injury  results  while  the  plaintifE  is  upon  the  premises  of 
the  defendant,  the  declaration  should  show  that  he  was  lawfully 
there  f  but  if  it  occurs  while  in  a  highway,  or  outside  the 
defendant's  premises,  the  fact  of  the  animal  being  at  large  is 
sufficient  evidence  of  negligent  keeping.'" 

'  Lawrence  «.  Great  Northern  R.  R.  Fletcher  «.  Ryland,  1  L.  R.  Ex.  262  ;  3 

Co.,  4  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  265;  16  Q.  B.  H.  L.  Cas.  330;  Wilson  v.  New  Bed- 

642.  ford,  108  Mass.  261 ;  11  Am  Rep.  352 ; 

■^  Lawrence  v.  Gt.  Northern  R.  R.  Cahill  v.  Eastman,  18  Minn.  324;  10 

Co . ,  ante.  Am .  Rep .  184 . 

3  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Canal  Co.,  1  Ra.  Ca.        «  Spaulding  v.  Oakes,  42  Vt.  343. 
225  ;  Matthews  i;.  West  London  Water-        '  Parton  «.  Haggarty,  35   Ind.178; 
works  Co.,  3  Camp.  402;  King  v.  Mor-  Kelly  «.   Tilton,  2  Abb.  (N.  T.  Ct. 
ris  &  Essex  R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  J.  377;  App.)495. 

Cleveland  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  R.  Co.,  ^  Lawrence  «.  Mangianti,  44Cal.  138. 
42  Vt.  449.  9  Loomis  v.  Terry,  7  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 

4  Whitcomb  d.  Vt.   Central   R.   R.     486. 

Co. ,  25  Vt.  69  ;  Regina  v.  Scott,  3  Ad.  '»  May  v.  Burdett,  9  Ad.  &  El.  (Q.  B.) 
&E1.  543.  101. 

*  Hay  V.  Cohoes  Co.,  1  N.  Y.  167 ; 
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Sec.  833.  Except  in  those  States  where  special  provision  is 
made  therefor  by  statute,  no  power  exists  in  a  court  of  law  to 
direct  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance,  after  a  verdict  establishing  it, 
either  in  an  action  for  damages  or  under  an  indictment.  The  old 
common-law  remedies,  involving  an  abatement,  have  become 
obsolete  and  passed  into  disuse.  Provision  is  made  in  many  of 
the  States  for  an  abatement  upon  order  of  court  after  verdict,  but 
it  would  be  outside  the  scope  of  this  work  to  give  the  practice 
under  these  various  statutes.  It  is  easy  for  the  practitioner  in  any 
State  to  a.scertain  the  scope  of  these  special  remedies,  which  have 
no  interest  to  the  profession  generally.  It  is  proper  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  courts  hesitate  to  apply  these  statutory  remedies,  and 
do  not  generally  encourage  them ;  and  parties  in  a  proper  case 
will  find  far  more  easy  redress  for  their  grievances  from  nui- 
sances in  a  court  of  equity  than  in  a  court  of  law.  Courts  of  law 
will  always  exercise  their  discretion  ia  these  matters,  and,  so  far 
as  my  researches  have '  extended  in  that  direction,  I  have  found 
that  it  is  only  in  extreme  eases  that  they  will  order  the  prostra- 
tion or  removal  of  a  nuisance.  They  prefer  to  leave  the  parties  to 
their  redress  before  a  tribunal  of  larger  powers  and  more  effective 
remedies,  where  all  the  right  and  equities  of  the  parties  can  be 
fully  investigated.  And  this  course  is  not  one  of  doubtful 
wisdom,  and  has  rapidly  grown  in  favor  within  the  last  half 
centurv. 


Sec.  834.  Any  person  injured  by  a  nuisance,  to  the  extent  that 
he  may  maintain  an  action  at  law  therefor,  may  remove  so  much 
of  the  nuisance  as  is  necessary  to  secure  to  himself  immunity 
from  damage  therefrom,'  but  he  must  not  be  guilty  of  any  excess 
therein,  for,  as  to  all  excess  of  abatement,  he  wUl  be  a  trespasser.' 


'  Baten's  Case,  9  Coke,  55  ;  Xorrice 
V.  Baker,  3  Bulst.  198  ;  Earl  of  Lons- 
dale V.  Nelson,  2  B.  &  C.  3il ;  Amos- 
kea»  Co.  v.  Goodale,  X.  H.  56 ;  Rhea 
T.  Forsvth,  37  Penn.  St.  503  ;  State  v. 
Parrot,'?  N".  C.  311  ;  Perry  t.  Fitzhowe, 
8  Ad.  &  El.  (Q.  B.)  757 ;  Adams  v.  Bar- 
nev,  25  Vt.  225 ;  Roberts  v.  Rose ; 
Pendruddock's  Case,  5  Coke,  101,  n.  a 
and  b ;  Smick  v.  Tborp,  13  Grattan 
(Va.),  564. 

*  Gates  V.  Blancoe,  2  Dana  (Kv.),  158 ; 


Hutchinson  v.  Grainger,  13  Vt.  394 ; 
Dver  V.  Depui,  o  Whart.  (Tenn.)  584  ; 
Jewell  V.  Gardner,  12  Mass.  311  ;  Heath 
T.  Williams,  25  Me.  209  ;  Wrieht  t. 
Moore,  38  Ala.  599  ;  Maffit  v.  Brimer, 
1  Greene  flowa),  348  ;  Perry  t.  Fitz- 
howe, 8  Ad.  &  El.  (Q.  B.)  757.  But  see 
Ladianapolis  v.  !MUler,  27  Ind.  894, 
where  it  is  held  that  he  would  only  be 
liable  for  wanton  and  unnecessary 
injury. 
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Sec.  835.  In  order  to  warrant  the  exercise  of  this  extraordinary 
power,  the  thing  must  be  in  itself  a  nuisance/  or  it  must,  at  the 
time  it  is  abated,  be  injm'ing  him,"  A  thing  cannot  be  abated 
before  it  actually  becomes  a  nuisance.'  Thus,  in  Norince  v.  Baker ^ 
1  Rolle,  39J:,  Coke,  C.  J.,  says :  "  If  a  person  have  an  intent  to 
build  a  wall,  and  lay  the  foundation,  you  cannot  pull  this  down." 
And  Ceoke,  J.,  in  the  same  case,  says :  "  So,  although  boughs 
which  hang  over  another's  land  may  be  cut,  yet  they  cannot  be 
cnt  lest  they  shall  hereafter  grow  over?''  And,  as  still  further 
illustrative  of  the  principle,  Ro^e,  in  his  Ahridgmeyit,  title 
JS^uisance  A,  says:  '*' A  man  cannot  remove  scaif olds,  etc.,  for 
making  a  building  which  will  be  a  nuisance  when  finished.'"' 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  nothing  can  be  abated  upon  the  mere 
apprehension  of  damage  or  nuisance ;  but,  at  the  very  time  when 
the  thing  is  abated,  it  must  be  a  nuisance,  and  operating  injuri- 
ously to  the  person  abating  it,  or  have  previously  so  operated, 
and  be  of  such  a  nature  that  it  will,  in  the  very  nature  of  things, 
produce  similar  results  again. 

Sec.  836.  If  a  dam  be  erected  upon  a  stream,  that  pens  back  the 
water  and  floods  the  lands  of  an  upper  owner,  he  may  lawfully 
enter  upon  the  premises  of  the  owner  and  abate  so  much  of  the 
dam  as  produces  the  injury  to  his  land.*  So,  too,  if  a  house  be 
erected  so  that  the  eaves  overhang  the  lands  or  buildings  of  another, 
the  person  whose  estate  is  thus  injured  may  saw  off  the  portion  of 
the  building  so  overhanging  his  lands.'  So.  too,  if  a  house  be 
erected  so  as  to  hide  the  ancient  lights  of  another,  the  person 
whose  estate  is  injured  may  remove  so  much  of  the  house  as  is 
necessary  to  restore  the  full  exercise  of  his  right.  So,  too,  if  a 
house  be  so  erected  as  to  shoot  rain  and  snow  from  the  roof 
thereof,  over  upon  the  land  or  buildings  of  another,  the  person 
so  injured  may  enter  upon  the  land  of  the  person  owning  the 
building,  and  remove  so  much  of  it  as  is  necessary  to  prevent  the 

'  As  a  house  whose  eaves  overhang        '  Rolle's  Abr.,  Nuisance.  A ;  Norrice 
the  land  of  another.    Baten's  Case,  9     v.  Baker,  1  Rolle's  Rep.  395. 
Coke,  55  ;   Pendruddock's  Case,  5  id.        •*  Adams  r.  Barnev ,  25  Vt.  231  ;  Rob 
101.  erts  r.  Rose,  1  L.  R.'(4),  82. 

-  Grates  c.  Blancoe,  8  Dana  (Ky.),  158.         *  Pendruddock's  Case,  5  Coke,   lOl  ; 

Baten's  Case,  9  id.  55. 
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injury.'  So,  too,  if  a  noxious  trade  be  set  up  in  the  vicinity  of 
another's  dwelling,  he  may  enter  the  premises  and  destroy  so 
much  of  the  machinery  as  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  nuisance,* 
but,  when  the  nuisance  arises  from  the  improper  use  of  a  building, 
the  building  itself  cannot  be  destroyed  but  only  the  improper  use 
thereof  stopped. '  So,  too,  if  a  bridge  be  erected  across  a  naviga- 
ble stream,  without  proper  draws,  a  person  navigating  the 
stream,  may,  if  prevented  from  passing,  remove  so  much  of  the 
bridge  as  prevents  his  passage  with  his  boat.*  So,  if  a  house 
unoGGiipied  be  left  in  such  a  filthy  condition  as  to  endanger  the 
health  of  the  neigborhood,  or,  if  it  be  in  such  a  dilapidated  con- 
dition as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  adjoining  houses,  or,  if  by 
reason  of  the  use  of  it  by  tramps  and  idle  persons  it  becomes  a 
pest  to  the  owners  of  adjoining  property,  any  person  who  is 
injured  thereby  may  tear  down  the  house.* 

But  if  a  hoTflse  is  occupied,  even  though  it  has  itself  become  a 
nuisance,  it  cannot  be  abated."  The  reason  is  that  an  abatement 
cannot,  under  such  circumstances,  be  made  without  involving  a 
breach  of  the  peace,  and  a  nuisance  can  never  be  abated  with  a 
strong  hand,  except  under  very  extraordinary  circumstances,  unless 
it  can  be  done  peaceably  and  without  riot.' 

Sec.  837.  The  question  as  to  when  animals  may  be  killed, 
when,  by  reason  of  their  diseased  state,  or  by  reason  of  their 
ferocious  disposition,  they  have  become  nuisances,  and  dangerous 
to  the  safety  of  other  animals,  is  one  of  considerable  importance. 
The  rule  seems  to  be  that  so  Ions;  as  the  owner  restrains  the  ani 
mals  upon  his  own  premises,  no  person  has  a  right  to  kill  or 
injure  them ;  but  if  they  are  suffered  to  go  at  large,  or  if  they 
escape  from  the  owner's  custody,  in  the  case  of  animals  affected 
with  a  contagious  disease,  the  owner  of  the  premises  upon  which 
they  escape  may  kill  them  if  necessary  for  the  protection  of  his 
own  animals.     In  the  case  of  Franz  v.  Hitterbrand,  4:5  Mo.  121, 

'  Rex  V.  Pappineau,  2  Strange,  688  ;        '  Brown  v.  Perkins,  12  Gray  (Mass.), 

Cooper  V    Marshall,  1  Burr.  259 ;  Rex  95. 

0.   Rosewell.    2    Salk.    459;    Dyer  «.        *  State  i).  Parrott,  71  N.  C.  311. 
Depui,  5  Whart.  (Penn.)  584.  ^  Harvey  v.  Dewoody,  18  Ark.  252. 

2  Manhattan   Co.  v.  Van   Keuren,  33        "^  Perry  v.  Fishowe,  8  Ad.  &  El.  (N. 

N.  J.  141.  S.)  757  ;  Davies?;.  Williams,  16  id.  546 

'  Rex  V.  Rosewell,  2  Salk.  459. 
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the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  two  horses,  sick  with  a  contagious 
disease,  which  he  kept  upon  his  own  premises.  The  defendants, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  with 
no  malicious  purpose,  entered  upon  plaintiff's  premises  and  killed 
the  horses,  claiming  that  they  had  the  right  to  do  so,  as  the 
horses  had  become  a  nuisance  injurious  to  them.  The  court  held 
that  their  act  was  not  justifiable, /and  that  the  plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  recover  the  actual  value  of  the  horses. 

In  Williams  v.  Dixon,  65  K.  C.  416,  the  plaintiff  was  the 
owner  of  an  ass  which  he  knew  to  be  in  the  habit  of  attacking 
and  injuring  stock.  He  suffered  the  ass  to  run  at  large  and  it 
attacked  the  defendant's  cow,  threw  her  down,  and  was  proceed- 
ing to  stamp  on  her  when  the  owner  of  the  cow  killed  the  ass. 
It  was  held  that  he  was  justified  in  the  killing. 

But  when  an  animal  is  simply  found  trespassing  upon  another's 
premises,  the  owner  of  the  premises  will  not  be  justified  in  injur- 
ing the  animal. ' 

Sec.  838.  Enough  has  been  said  to  illustrate  the  general  doc- 
trine of  abatement  by  the  act  of  the  party  injured.  But  it  is 
proper  to  say  that  this  remedy  is  a  dangerous  one,  and  one  which 
should  never  be  resorted  to  except  in  extreme  cases,  when  the 
exigencies  of  the  case  will  not  brook  delay.  The  law  generally 
affords  ample  redress  for  all  injuries,  and,  if  no  verdict  declaring 
the  thing  to  be  a  nui.-aiice  can  be  obtained,  no  justification  for  its 
removal  can  be  upheld.  The  party  judges  at  his  peril,  and  if  he 
errs  in  judgment  he  is  answerable  for  all  the  damages  that  ensue, 
and  if,  in  the  exercise  of  the  right,  a  breach  of  the  peace  is  in- 
volved, he  is  answerable  by  indictment  for  the  result.  There- 
fore, generally,  it  is  unsafe  to  advise  a  party  to  remove  a  nuisance 
himself,  at  least  if  the  nuisance  is  not  beyond  doubt,  and  the 
removal  confined  within  the  limits  of  actual  right. 

Sec.  839.  In  an  action  on  the  case  the  plea  of  not  guilty  puts 
in  issue  all  the  averments  of  the  declaration,  and  whatever  will, 
in  equity  and  good  conscience,  according  to  the  existing  circum- 
stances, preclude  the  plaintiff  from  recovering,  may  be  given  in 

»  Bost  ■».  Miugues,  64  N.  C.  44 ;  Ladue  v.  Branch,  42  Vt.  574. 
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evidence  by  the  defendant,  because  the  plaintiif  must  recover 
upon  the  justice  and  conscience  of  his  case.'  Thus  in  Bird  y. 
Bandal,  3  Bur.  1353,  Lord  Mansfield  laid  down  the  distinction 
between  an  action  on  the  case  and  other  tortious  actions  thus : 
"Another  essential  difference,"  said  he,  "  between  these  cases 
upon  torts  and  actions  on  the  case  is,  that  those  (other  cases)  are 
stricti  juris,  and  therefore  such  a  former  recovery,  release  or 
satisfaction  cannot  be  given  in  evidence,  but  must  be  pleaded. 
But  an  action  upon  the  case  is  founded  upon  the  mere  justice  and 
conscience  of  the  plaintiff's  case,  and  is  in  the  nature  of  a  hill  in 
equity,  and  in  effect  is  so,  and,  therefore,  a  former  recovery, 
release  or  satisfaction  need  not  be  pleaded,  but  may  be  given  in 
evidence  under  the  general  issue,  for  whatever  will,  in  equity  and 
conscience,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  bar  the 
plaintiff's  recovery,  may  in  this  action  (of  the  case)  be  given  in 
evidence  by  the  defendant ;  because  the  p)laintiff  must  recover 
upon  the  justice  and  conscience  of  his  case,  and  upon  that  onlyP 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  special  matter,  as  a  license,  need  not 
be  specially  pleaded.  But  if  the  statute  of  limitations  is  relied 
upon  it  must  be  specially  pleaded,"  and  any  special  matter  may 
be  pleaded,  although  it  is  not  necessary. 


Sec.  840.  Any  special  matter,  however,  that  goes  in  bar  or 
avoidance  of  the  action  must  be  established  by  the  defendants, 
and  the  burden  is  upon  him  of  establishing  it  by  the  same  class 
and  degree  of  evidence  as  would  be  required  if  it  had  been  spe 
cially  pleaded.  Thus,  a  person  claiming  a  prescriptive  right  to 
maintain  the  nuisance,  and  inflict  the  injury,  must  clearly  estab- 
lish the  right  by  proof  of  continuous,  open,  peaceable  and  adverse 
user  to  the  extent  claimed  for  the  full  statutory  period,  and  the 
right  must  be  shown  broad  enough  to  cover  the  subject-matter  of 
the  action,  or  the  defense  fails.'  So,  too,  when  a  person  sets  up 
a  license  to  do  the  acts  charged  in  the  declaration,  the  license 
must  be  clearly  established,  and  it  must  also  be  made  clearly  to 
appear  that  the  injury  complained  of  is  fairly  within  the  contem- 
plation of  the  party  giving  it.'     When  the  injury  is  the  natural 


>  1  Chitty  on  Pleadings,  433. 

"  1  Saunders  Pleadings  and  Ev.  345. 


^  1   Saunders  on  Pleadings,  348 ;  2 
id.  689. 
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and  necessary  result  of  the  acts  to  be  done  under  the  license,  it 
will  be  a  full  defense,  but,  if  they  are  not  a  necessary  result,  lia- 
bility cannot  be  avoided  under  it.  The  same  is  the  case  when 
the  party  claims  protection  under  a  legislative  grant.' 

( 
Sec.  841.  The  plaintifi  is  required  to  prove  all  the  material 

allegations  of  his  complaint.  The  burden  of  proof  is  upon  him 
and  he  must  establish  the  right,  the  injury  thereto,  and  the  dam- 
age." He  must  also  show  that  the  defendant  committed  the 
injury,  or,  what  is  tantamount  thereto,  that  it  was  committed  by 
his  servants,  agents,  tenants  or  other  person  under  such  circum- 
stances that  he  can  be  held  legally  chargeable  for  the  conse- 
quences of  the  act.'  He  must  also  prove  that  he  had  a  legal 
interest  in  the  subject-matter  affected  by  the  nuisance,  and  a  per- 
son having  a  mere  equitable  interest  cannot  maintain  an  action 
unless  actually  in  possession  of  the  premises  at  the  time  when 
the  injury  happened.*  If  an  action  is  brought  by  a  tenant  he 
must  prove  an  injury  to  his  possessory  right,  and  if  he  only 
proves  an  injury  to  the  estate,  that  does  not  affect  his  posses- 
sory interest,  the  action  must  fail.  If  the  action  is  brought 
by  a  reversioner  he  must  prove  an  injury  to  the  estate  that  affects 
his  reversimta'py  interests,  or  he  must  show  that  some  right  inci- 
dent thereto  is  injured,  which,  if  not  protected  by  judgment, 
will  affect  the  estate.*  If  the  premises  are  in  the  possession  of  a 
tenant  for  a  term,  and  the  tenant  leaves  in  consequence  of  the 
nuisance,  this  fact  should  be  alleged  in  the  declaration,  proved 
upon  the  trial,  and  the  recovery  will  be  limited  to  the  loss  of  rent.* 

Sec.  842.  The  fact  that  the  defendant  was  acting  as  the  agent 
or  servant  of  another  is  no  defense,  and  in  a  civil  action  is  not 
admissible  in  evidence.'  Neither  is  the  fact  that  others  contrib- 
uted to  the  nuisance  in  an  equal  or  greater  degree  with  the 
defendant,'  nor  that  the  trade  is  lawful,*  useful,*  or  for  the  public 

1  Truman  v.  Headley,  33  N.  J.  533.  •>  Ricker  c.  Freeman,  50  N.  H.  430. 

«  Dawes   v.  Peck,  8   T.  R.  330  ;  Old-  »  Rvland  v.  Fletcher,  1  L.  R.  Ex. 

aker  v.  Hunt,  19  Beav.  485.  363.  ' 

'=>  Jones  V.  Jones,  7  T.  R.  47.  '  Povnton  v.  Gill,  3  RoUe's  Abr.  140  ; 

*  Cotterill  v.  Hobly.  4  B.  &  C.  465.  Beardmore  v.  Treadwell,  31  L.  T.  (N. 

5  CotterUl  V.  Hobly,  4  B.  &  C.  465.  S . )  873 . 

«  Reg.  V.  Stephens,  1  L.  R.  (Q.  B.) 
700  ;  Rex  v.  Medley,  6  Cr.  P.  439 
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benefit,  or  that  it  really  benefits  the  defendant's  property,'  the 
question  is  simply  whether  a  legal  right  has  been  invaded  by  the 
defendant  in  whatever  capacity  acting;  if  so,  there  can  be  no 
defense  except  the  right  to  do  the  act,  acquired  by  grant,  pre- 
scription, or  by  license,'  and  there  can  be  no  evidence  in  mitiga- 
tion, except  when  more  than  actual  damages  are  claimed.* 

Sec.  843,  The  plaintiff  must  prove  his  right,  but  if  the  injury 
is  merely  to  a  possessory  right,  possession  alone  need  be  proved,* 
but  if  it  is  an  actual  injury  to  the  estate,  title  to  the  estate  in  the 
plaintiff  must  be  established.^  If  the  injury  be  to  an  easement, 
title  thereto  must  be  established,  either  by  grant  or  prescription." 
If  the  injury  be  to  a  special  franchise,  as  a  ferry,  possession  of 
the  franchise  at  the  time  when  the  injury  happened  is  sufficient.' 
The  defendant  may,  however,  attack  the  right,  and  in  that  event 
the  plaintiff  must  prove  his  title  thereto.* 


Sec.  8M.  Indictments  for  nuisances  must  particularly  describe 
the  nuisance  for  the  maintenance  of  which  a  conviction  is  sought, 
and  it  must  appear  to  be  in  the  county  in  which  the  indictment 
is  found.  Thus,  in  an  indictment  for  maintaining  a  wharf  in  a 
navigable  river,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  charge  the  wharf  to  be  one 
"  known  as  the  Weeks'  wharf,"  but  the  river  and  the  location  of 
the  wharf,  and  the  particular  respects  in  which  it  operates  as  a 
nuisance,  must  be  stated  with  certainty.'  In  an  indictment  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  mill-dam  which  renders  the  water  stagnant 
or  produces  noxious  or  unwholesome  swells,  the  stream  and  the 
location  of  the  dam  must  be  particularly  described,  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  the  injury  that  constitutes  the  nviisance. 

Sec.  845.  The  nuisance  and  its  location  must  be  described  with 
certainty ;  thus  in  an  indictment  for  maintaining  a  mill-dam  across 

1  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  Y. 
152 

•^'Selwyn'sN.  P.  1112. 

3  Tremain  v.  Coboes  Co.,  1  N.  T.  167. 

^  Anonymous,  1  Vent.  264  ;  Winford 
V.  Wallaston,  3  Lev.  266 ;  Coryton  v. 
Litlieybe,  2  Saund.  114 ;  Tenant  ■». 
Goldwin,  1  Salk.  360  ;  Reg.  v.  Bucknell, 
2  Ld.  Raym.  804.  Possession  alone  is 
title,  and  he  who  has  such  title  can 


hold  as  against  every  one  but  him  who 
has  a  title  superior  to  it.  Fisher  v. 
Philadelphia,  75  Penn.  St.  392. 

"  Cotterill  v.  Hobly,  4  B.  &  C.  465. 

®  Selwyn's  Nisi  Prius,  1112 

'  Peter  v.  Kendall,  6  B.  &  C.  703. 

*  2  Wm.  Saunders,  note  c,  p.  114. 

^  States.  Sturdevant,8  Shepley(Me.) 
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a  navigable  stream,  the  indictment  charged  the  respondent  with 
maintaining  a  mill-dam  across  a  certain  Stream  of  water  called 
the  Elkhart  river.  The  indictment  was  held  bad  for  not  stating 
the  location  of  the  dam  with  s((fficient  certainty.'  So,  too,  an 
indictment  for  a  nuisance  in  maintaining  a  mill-dam,  the  property 
of  the  defendant,  near  to  a  certain  highway,  was  held  bad  for  not 
sufficiently  describing  the  location  of  the  dam.'  But  in  an  in- 
dictment for  not  repairing  a  highway,  it  is  sufficient  to  describe 
it  as  a  highway  in  a  certain  town  leading  by  the  premises  of  cer- 
tain individuals  with  such  certainty  that  no  mistake  can  arise  as 
to  what  highway  is  intended,  even  though  the  termini  of  the 
road  are  not  given.'  But  it  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  nuisance  must  be  described  fully,  so  that  if  the  facts  averred 
are  true,  a  legal  nuisance  is  shown  to  exist,  and  the  location  should 
be  definitely  given. 

And,  if  the  injury  arises  from  the  raising  of  the  water  and  the 
washing  of  animal  or  vegetable  matter,  or  both,  upon  the  banks, 
which,  by  the  action  of  the  sun  upon  it,  produces  the  ill  results, 
this  will  sustain  the  indictment,  even  though  the  stream  is  not 
navigable ;  or  if  the  injury  arises  from  the  rising  and  falling  of 
the  water,  or  from  the  action  of  the  sun  upon  the  vegetable  sub- 
stances growing  upon  the  margin,  if  the  ill  results  would  not 
ensue  except  for  the  effect  of  the  dam  upon  the  water,  a  con- 
viction can  be  had.*  In  an  indictment  for  maintaining  a  bridge 
across  a  navigable  stream  which  has  been  erected  by  authority  of 
the  legislature,  but  which  is  a  nuisance  by  reason  of  its  not  being 
built  according  to  the  authority  given,  or  because  it  unreason- 
ably obstructs  navigation,  or  because  it  is  provided  with  defective 
draws,  the  particular  ground  upon  which  it  is  claimed  to  be  a 
nuisance  must  be  definitely  and  particularly  stated.' 

Sec.  846.  An  indictment  against  one  for  maintaining  a  mill- 
dam  upon  a  stream,  so  as  to  overflow  a  highway,  will  lie,  even 
although  the  injury  is  only  occasional,  and  twenty  years'  user 
will  be  no  defense ;  but  the  location  of  the  dam  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  injury  must  be  specifically  and  definitely  set  forth 

>  Wood  V.  The  State,  5  Tnd.  599.  *  People  v.  Townsend,  3  Hill  (N.  T.), 

«  Stephens'  Case.  2  Leigh  (Va.),  759.  479. 

3  Com.  V.  Newbury,  3  Pick.  (Mass.)        «  State  v.  Freeport,  43  Me.  198 ;  State 

51  V.  Dibble,  4  Joaess'  Law  (N.  C),  107. 
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in  the  indictment. >  In  an  indictment  for  keeping  a  stud  horse 
and  letting  it  to  mares  on  a  public  street,  and  in  view  of  its 
inhabitants,  it  is  not  necessary  to  allege  that  the  owner  or  keeper 
had  provided  no  inclosure  in  which  the  stallion  was  let  to  mares. 
It  is  sufficient  to  allege  that  the  offense  was  committed  in  view 
of  the  people  living  upon  or  passing  along  the  street.* 

Sec.  847.  So,  too,  in  an  indictment  for  an  obstruction  of  a 
public  street  or  highway,  the  street  or  highway  should  be 
definitely  described,  as  well  as  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
obstruction."  If  the  indictment  is  for  shutting  up  an  old  high- 
way, the  location  of  the  road,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
closed,  must  be  specifically  stated  and  with  certainty,"  If,  by 
placing  a  gate  across  it,^  or  a  fence,'  or  a  building  in  it,'  or  by 
whatever  means,  the  character  of  the  obstruction  should  be 
clearly  and  fully  stated,  as  no  obstruction  of  an  essentially  differ- 
ent character  from  the  one  stated  can  be  proved  upon  the  trial.* 

Sec.  848.  An  indictment  against  one  for  keeping  a  "  disorderly 
house"  without  stating  in  what  respect  it  is  so,  charges  no 
offense  known  to  the  law,  and  a  conviction  under  such  an  indict- 
ment could  not  be  sustained."  So,  too,  charging  one  with  keep- 
ing a  "  disorderly  house,"  without  stating  that  it  is  in  a  "  public 
place,"  is  equally  fatal.  The  indictment  should  state  fully  and 
particularly  in  what  respect  the  house  is  a  disorderly  house,  and, 
iinless  the  facts  set  forth  are  such  as  in  law  constitute  it  so,,  the 
indictment  will  be  bad." 


Sec.  849.  In  an  indictment  for  publishing  an  obscene  book,  it 
is  sufficient  to  aver  its  obscenity  generally,  and  the  whole  of  the 
book  need  not  be  spread  upon  the  records.     It  is  sufficient  to  set 


1  State  V.  Phipps,  4  Ind.  505. 

2  Crane  v.  State,  3  Ind.  193. 

8  State  V.  Sturdevant,  8  Shep.  (Me.) 
9 ;  People  v.  Cunningham,  1  Denio  (N, 
Y.),  524. 

4  Allen  V.  Lyon,  2  Root  (Conn.),  213. 

5  Wales  V.  Stetson,  2  Mass.  143. 

*  Boyer  v.  State,  Ind.  451 ;  Hopkins 
V.  Cronibie,4  N.  H.  530  ;  Pierce  v.  Dart, 
1  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  609. 


'  State  V.  Atkinson,  28  Vt.  147. 

8  O'Brien  v.  St.  Paul,  18  Minn.  176 
Com.  V.  Donovan,  82  Mass.  18;  Com.  ■». 
Rumford  Chemical  Works.  82  id.  231. 

9  Withers  v.  Pious,  40  Ind.  131  ;  13 
Am.  Rep.  283. 

"  Commonwealth  v.  Wise,  110  Mass. 
181. 
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forth  enough  to  show  the  bad  character  of  the  puoncation.'  The 
special  manner  of  the  offense  should  be  set  forth  with  such  cer- 
tainty that  the  offense  may  judrcially  appear  to  the  court.  ^  In 
an  indictment  against  one  for  exposing  his  person  indecently,  it 
should  be  stated  that  he  "  exposed  his  person  to  public  view  in  a 
public  place,"  without  averring  that  it  was  in  the  presence  of 
any  person ; '  but  an  indictment  simply  charging  the  defendant 
with  erecting  a  number  of  sheds  upon  a  public  highway,  without 
setting  forth  that  they  were  an  obstruction  to  public  travel,  is 
held  to  be  insufficient ;  *  but  the  correctness  of  this  may  well  be 
doubted,  as  a  mere  encroachment  upon  a  highway  is  now  held  to 
be  a  public  nuisance,  and,  when  the  fact  of  encroachment  is 
proved,  the  nuisance  is  established/  So,  too,  any  encroachment 
upon  a  tidal  stream  that  in  any,  even  the  slightest,  degree 
impedes  navigation,  is  a  public  nuisance.  Thus,  in  Begina  v.  Ryan, 
8  Ir.  L.  R.  (Q.  B.)  112,  it  was  held  that  the  erection  of  weirs  in 
a  tidal  river  is  a  nuisance  to  navigation,  and  indictable.  In  Regina 
Y.  Hayes,  7  Ir.  L.  R.  (Q.  B.)  2,  it  was  held  that  the  finding  of 
a  jury  that  an  obstruction  of  a  navigable  stream  is  trifling, 
amounted  to  a  verdict  of  guilty,  and  that  it  is  no  defense  to  show 
that,  while  the  weirs  are  some  hindrance  to  smaller  vessels,  they 
are  beneficial  to  larger  ones  by  pointing  out  the  channel.* 

Sec.  850.  An  indictment  will  lie  against  a  landlord  who  lets 
a  house  knowing  that  it  is  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  prosti- 
tution, and  he  may  be  indicted  either  for  the  letting  of  the  house 
for  that  purpose  ^  or  as  keeper.*  But  if  he  is  indicted  for  the 
letting,  the  indictment  should  contain  a  scienter.  An  incorpor- 
ated company  may  be  indicted  for  a  nuisance,  and  its  officers  and 
servants  who  contributed  thereto  may  be  joined  in  the  indictment. 
Thus,  in  Rex  v.  Medley,  6  C.  &  P.  439  an  indictment  was  held 
to  lie  against  a  gas  company,  its  directors,  superintendent  and 
engineer,  for  polluting  the  waters  of  a  public  river  by  discharg- 
ing into  it  the  refuse  from  its  gas  works,  although  the  direct- 

>  Com.  V.  Holmes,  17  Mass.  336.  « gtate  v.  Atkinson,  28  Vt. 

'  State  v.  Wimberly,  4  McCord  (S.  *  See  chapter  on  navigable  streams, 

C),  190.  ante. 

8  State  ©.  Roper,  1  Dev.  &  Bat.  (N.  C.)  '  Com.  v.  Harrington,  3  Pick.  (Mass.) 

119.  26. 

4  Com.  V.  Hall,  15  Mass.  240.  «  People  v.  Erwin,  4  Den.  (N.  Y.)  121, 
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ors  were  personally  ignorant  of  the  particular  plan  adopted,  and 
although  the  plan  was  in  fact  contrary  to  their  orders,  and  a  simi- 
lar indictment  was  upheld  in  Regina  v.  Stephens. ' 

Sec.  851.  An  indictment  for  carrying  on  a  noxious  trade,  as  a 
slaughter-house,  a  bone  boiling  establishment  or  any  other  nox- 
ious trade,  it  is  sufficient  to  set  forth  that  the  works  are  carried  on 
near  a  public  highway,  or  in  a  public  place,  and  that  the  smells 
and  odors  emitted  therefrom  are  stinking  and  offensive  and  detri- 
mental to  the  comfort  of  the  public.  It  is  not  necessary  to  allege 
that  they  are  injurious  to  health,"  and  the  fact  that  the  trade  haa 
been  carried  on  in  that  locality  for  thirty  or  even  a  hundred  years 
will  be  no  defense  thereto.     There  can  be  no  excuse  or  prescrip-  | 

tion  for  a  public  nuisance.^  ^ 

■I 

Sec.  852.  All  indictments  for  a  nuisance  should  state  that  the  | 

nuisance  is  "  ad  commune  nocuTnentum,^^  and  not  contrary  to  the  * 

form  of  the  statute,  etc. ,  unless  the  nuisance  is  made  so  by  stat- 
ute, in  which  case  it  must  be  charged  to  be  contrary  to  the 
statute,  etc.,  unless  the  indictment  is  framed  for  the  common-law 
offense.  ' 


CHAPTER   TWENTY-SEVENTH. 


DAMAGES. 

Sec.  853.  When  actual  damage  only  can  be  recovered. 

854.  When  diminution  of  value  of  vacant  lots  may  be  recovered. 

855.  When  more  than  actual  damages  should  be  given.  • 

856.  When  entire  damage  may  be  recovered. 

857.  Recovery  where  two  parties  are  interested  for  a  part  of  the  time. 

858.  Rule  as  to  damages. 

1  Regina  v.  Stephens,  1  L.  R.  (Q.  B.)  v.  Morristown,  18  N.  T.  305  ;  Mills  v. 

701.  Hall,  9  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  315;   Com.  v. 

*  Ashbrook  v.    Com.  1  Bush  (Ky.),  Elberger,  1  Whart.  (Penn.)  469;  Com. 

139 ;    Catlin    v.    Valentine,    9    Paige  v.  Upton,  6  Gray   (Mass.),  476 ;  People 

(N.  Y.)  575  ;  Rex  v.  Cross,     C.  &  P.      ;  v.  Cunningham,  1  Denio  (N.  Y.),   536 ; 

Rex  V.  White,  5  Bur.  333.  Regina  «.  Brewster,  8  U.  C.  (C.  P.)  236  ; 

3  Weld  v.  Hornby,  7  East,  684  ;  Ash-  Regina  -y.  McMeikan,  6  W.W.  &  A.  B. 

brook  V.  Com. ,  1  Bush  (Ky.),  139 ;  Cross  L.  (Vic.)  68. 
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Sec.  859.  Rule  in  case  of  excavations.     / 

860.  Rule  in  actions  by  reversioner. 

861.  Rule  in  certain  cases  when  plaintiff  is  not  using  his  premises. 
863.  WTien  actual  compensation  is  tlie  limit  of  recovery. 

863.  Wlien  prospective  profits  may  be  recovered. 

864.  Actual  benefit  to  the  plaintiflF  no  defense. 

865.  Injuries  to  possessory  rights. 

866.  Motion  of -defendant  generally  of  no  account. 

867.  Damnum  absque  injuria. 

Sec.  853.  In  an  action  for  a  nuisance,  the  recovery  is  limited 
to  the  actual  damage  sustained.'  In  cases  where  the  injury  is  of 
a  visible,  tangible  character,  the  damage  may  at  times  be  sus- 
ceptible of  exact  measurement ;  but,  in  a  majority  of  instances, 
the  subject  of  damages  will  rest  largely  in  the  discretion  of  the 
jury.'  In  the  case  of  an  action  for  an  injury  to  the  comfortable 
enjoyment  of  property,  by  a  person  in  possession,  no  precise  rule 
for  ascertaining  the  damage  can  be  given,  as,  in  the  very  nature 
of  things,  the  subject-matter  affected  is  not  susceptible  of  exact 
measurement;  therefore,  the  jury  are  left  to  say  what,  in  their 
judgment,  the  plaintiff  ought  to  have  in  money,  and  what  the 
defendant  ought  to  pay,  in  view  of  the  discomfort  or  annoyance  to 
which  the  plaintiff  and  his  family  have  been  subjected  by  the  nui- 
sance ;  and  whether  the  verdict  is  large  or  small,  if,  in  view  of  the 
evidence,  it  has  any  reasonable  foundation,  it  will  not  be  disturbed 
because  it  is  too  small  on  the  one  hand,  or  too  large  on  the  other." 
But,  in  the  case  of  an  action  by  the  reversioner,  for  an  injury  to 
the  estate,  the  damages  are  usually  the  subject  of  easy  computa- 
tion. Thus,  if  the  injury  complained  of  is  the  loss  of  a  tenant, 
the  actual  rental  value  of  the  premises  during  the  period  that 
the  premises  have  remained  unoccupied  is  the  limit  of  recovery.* 
Or,  if  the  injury  is  to  the  value  of  the  premises  themselves,  the 
difference  in  the  value  of  the  premises  before  the  nuisance  existed, 
and  their  value  with  the  nuisance  there,  is  the  measure  of  damage." 

'  Thayer  v.   Brooks,  10  Ohio,   161;  ^VxetcQ  v.  Dart,  8  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  605; 

Luther  v.  Winnisimmet  Co..  9  Gush.  O'Mara  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  38  N.  Y.  455  ;  Pike 

(Mass.)  171.  V.  Dovle,  La.  An.  363. 

2  Frank  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  La.  An.  25.  ■*  Francis  o.   Schoellkoppf,  53  N.  T. 

In  Pike  v.  Doyle,  19  La.  An.  863,  the  153  ;  Wesson ^).  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13 

rule  is  usually  given  thus  :  "  In  quasi  Allen  (Mass.),  95. 

oflFenses,  the  law  has  left  a  discretion  ^Peck  v.  Elder,  3  Sand.  (N.  Y.)  136; 

to  the  court  and   jury  in   fixing  the  Dana  v.  "Valentine,  5  Met.  (Mass.)  105, 
damages." 
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In  Seeley  v.  Alden,  61  Penn.  St.  312,  it  was  held,  in  the  case 
of  an  injury  to  a  water-power  by  filling  the  water  with  tan-bark, 
that,  in  ascertaining  the  measure  of  damages,  evidence  was 
admissible  as  to  the  value  of  the  land  with  and  without  the  nui- 
sance. In  ^elma  R.  R.  Go.  v.  Knapp,  42  Ala.  480,  it  was  held, 
when  the  rental  value  of  the  property  had  been  diminished, 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  that  fact,  it  was  not  compe- 
tent to  show  that  the  rental  value  of  other  property  had  been 
diminished  by  the  same  nuisance. 

Sec.  854.  It  has  been  held  that  when  lands  have  been  laid  out 
into  building  lots,  even  though  no  buildings  are  erected  thereon, 
the  owner  may  recover  for  their  depreciation  in  value  by  the 
erection  of  a  nuisance  in  their  vicinity ;  that  is,  he  may  maintain 
an  action  for  the  difierence  in  their  market  value ;  *  but  the  fact 
that  the  premises  have  been  increased  in  value  by  reason  of  the 
nuisance,  will  not  prevent  the  recovery  of  damages  to  support 
the  plaintiff's  right." 


Sec.  855.  In  the  first  instance  in  an  action  for  a  nuisance,  the 
recovery  is  limited  to  the  actual  damage  sustained ;'  but  if  the 
nuisance  is  continued  after  a  verdict  at  law  establishing  the  nui- 
sance, exemplary  damages  not  only  may  but  shall  be  given,  and 
that  to  such  an  extent  as  to  secure  an  abatement  of  the  wrong.* 
The  fact  that  the  person  maintaining  the  nuisance  continues  its 
exercise  after  his  right  to  do  so  has  been  denied  by  a  verdict  of  a 
jury,  is  regarded  as  a  wanton  and  willful  invasion  of  another's 
right,  which  clearly  entitles  the  party  injured  to  exemplary  dam- 
ages.* In  Morford  v.  Woodworth,  7  Ind.  83,  an  action  was 
brought  against  the  defendant  for  a  nuisance  committed  by  his 
servants.  The  plaintifi"  claimed  a  recovery  in  excess  of  actual 
damages  by  way  of  punishment,  and  the  court  refused  the  claim 
upon  the  ground  that  the  defendant  personally  was  not  at  fault. 


iPeck  v.  Elder,  1  Sandf.  (N.  T.)  126; 
Dana  v.  Valentine,  5  Mass.  8. 

« Francis  «.  Schoellkoppf,  78  N.  T. 
152 ;  Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron  Co., 
13  Allen  (Mass.),  95. 

3  Harsh  v.  Butler,  1  Wright  (Penn.),    ham,  43  Miss.  607. 
99 ;  Thayer  v.  Brooks,  10  Ohio,  161 ;  Mc- 


Knight  V.  Ratcliffe,  44  Penn.  St.  156  ; 
Hatch  t),  Dwight,  17  Mass.  289  ;  Shaw 
v.  Cummisky,  7  Pick.  (Mass.)  76. 

4  Bradley  v.  Ames,  3  Hay.  (N.  C.)  399. 

*  New  Orleans,  etc,  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stut- 
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It  is  only  in  instances  when  the  injury  is  inflicted  from  -wanton  or 
malicious  motives,  or  a  recMess  disregard  of  the  rights  of  others^ 
or  when  the  act  results  in  great  hardship  and  oppression,  that 
punitory  damages  are  given  ;*  and  these  elements  exist  when, 
after  the  legal  right  is  determined,  a  party  goes  on  with  a  nuisance 
injurious  to  others,  and  he  cannot,  by  making  changes  in  the 
method  of  his  use  of  the  property,  screen  himself  from  liability 
for  exemplary  damages.* 

Sec.  856.  Where  the  damages  are  of  a  permanent  character, 
and  go  to  the  entire  value  of  the  estate  affected  by  the  nui- 
sance, a  recovery  may  be  had  of  the  entire  damages  in  one  action.* 
Thus,  in  an  action  for  overflowing  the  plaintiff" 's  land  by  a  mill- 
dam,  the  lands  being  submerged  thereby  to  such  an  extent,  and 
for  such  a  period,  as  to  make  it  useless  to  the  plaintiff 
for  any  purpose,  the  jury  were  instructed  to  And  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff  for  the  full  value  of  the  land.*  So,  too,  when  a  rail- 
road company  by  permanent  erections  imposed  a  continuous 
burden  upon  the  plaintiff's  estate,  which  deprived  the  plaintiff 
of  any  beneficial  use  of  the  portion  of  the  estate  so  used  by  it, 
it  was  held  that  the  whole  damage  might  be  recovered  at  once ;  * 
but  where  the  extent  of  a  wrong  may  be  apportioned  from  time 
to  time,  and  does  not  go  to  the  entire  destruction  of  the  estate, 
or  its  beneficial  use,  separate  actions  not  only  may,  but  must  be 
brought  to  recover  the  damao'es  sustained.* 

Sec.  857.  Where,  in  an  action  for  a  nuisance,  it  appears  that, 
for  a  part  of  the  period  covered  by  the  declaration,  another 
person  was  jointly  in  the  occupancy  of  the  premises  with  the 
plaintiff,  this  does  not  prevent  a  recovery  by  him  for  damages 
during  the  entire  period;'  and  where  the  damages  are  continuous 
in  their  nature,  the  party  injured   is  entitled  to  recover  for  all 

'  Nagle  V.  Morrison,  34  Penn.  St.  48 ;  Stevens.    13   id.   23  ;  Parks  v.  City  of 

Dorsey  v.  Manlove,  14  Cal.  .553  ;  Hodg-  Boston,  15  Pick.  fMass.)  198. 

Boa  V.  Medward,  3  Grant  (Penn.),  406  ;  ^  Anonvmous,  4  Dallas   ("D.  S.),  147. 

Borst  V.  Allen,  30  lU.  30.  =  TroT  'v.  R.  R.  Co. ,  ante. 

» Soltau  V.  DeHeld,   9  Eng.  Law  &  «  Plumer    v.   Harper,   3   N.    H.   88  ; 

Eq.  104.  Cheshire    Turnpike     Co.   v.    Stevens. 

2  Troy  V.  Cheshire  R.  R.  Co.,  23   N.  ante. 

H.    101 ;   Cheshire    Turnpike    Co.    «.  '  Branch  o.  Doane,  17  Conn.  403. 
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damages  done  previous  to  the  bringing  of  the  action.'  It  is  not 
necessary  to  prove  acttiol  damage ;  if  there  is  an  invasion  of  a 
right,  which  might  have  an  effect  upon  the  right  of  the  phain- 
tiff,  if  not  asserted,  nominal  damages  will  be  given  where  no 
actual  damage  is  proved.'  The  rule  is,  that  in  all  cases  where 
a  right  is  invaded,  even  though  the  damage  is  so  small  as  not 
to  be  susceptible  of  estimation  —  infinitesimal  as  it  is  called  — 
the  court  will  give  nominal  damages  in  recognition  and  support 
of  the  right.' 

Sec.  858.  All  damages  that  are  the  natural  and  necessary  con- 
sequence of  a  nuisance  may  be  recovered  under  a  general  allega- 
tion of  damage ;  but  damages  that,  although  the  natural,  are  not  a 
necessary  consequence,  must  be  specially  alleged,  or  no  recovery 
can  be  had  therefor.  The  rule  may,  perhaps,  be  stated  thus : 
General  damages  are  such  as  are  the  necessary  consequence  of  an 
act,  but  damages  that  are  the  natural,  although  not  the  necessary 
consequence  of  an  act,  are  special,  and  must  be  specially  averred.* 
Thus,  in  an  action  by  a  reversioner  against  one  who  shut  off  the 
access  to  a  store  owned  by  the  plaintiff  and  leased  to  a  tenant,  by 
piling  up  lime,  sand  and  other  materials  near  the  entrance 
thereto,  so  that  the  lime  and  sand  were  blown  into  the  store 
and  damaged  the  tenant's  goods,  and  the  access  to  the  store  being 
cut  off  so  that  his  trade  was  destroyed,  and  he  left  the  store,  the 
plaintiff  having  failed  to  allege,  in  his  declaration,  the  loss  of  a 
tenant  as  a  consequence  of  the  nuisance,  it  was  held  that  no  recov- 
ery could  be  had." 

Sec.  859.  In  an  action  for  injuries  to  the  freehold  by  excava- 
tions made  near  thereto,  whereby  a  subsidence  of  the  plaintiff's 
lands  is  caused,  the  measure  of  damages  is  not  what  it  would 
cost  to  replace  the  lot  in  its  former  condition,  but  the  actual  dimi- 
nution in  its  value  by  reason  of  the  defendant's  acts.* 

>  Puckell  V.  Smith,  5   Strobh.  (S.  C.)  «  Vanderslice  «.  Newton,  4  IST.Y.  130 

26,  but,  ordinarily,  damages  are   only  Griggs  v.  Fleckenstein,  18  Minn.  92. 

recoverable   up   to   the  time    of    the  ^  Furlong «.  Polleys,  30  Me.  491. 

bringing  of  the  action.     Shaw  «.  Et-  ^  McGuire«.  Grant,  1  Dutch.  (N.  J.) 

teridge,  3  Jones  (N.  C),  300.  356  ;  Harney  «.  Sides,  etc.,  Co.,  1  Nev. 

«  Paul   V.  Slason,  22    Vt.  231 ;   Pas-  539. 
tonus  ■».  Fisher,  1  Rawle  (Penn.),  127. 

»  Cory«.Silcox,  6  Ind.  39. 
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For  injuries  to  a  person's  house  and  grounds  by  reason  of  water 
diverted  from  its  course  by  another,  the  measure  of  damages  is 
the  actual  diminution  in  the  value  of  the  premises  resulting  from 
the  wrongful  diversion.'  In  the  case  of  an  injury  to  a  water- 
course supplying  a  mill  with  motive  power,  by  reason  of  obstruc- 
tions placed  therein,  the  owner  of  the  mill  may  recover  for  all 
the  damages  sustained  by  him  by  reason  of  being  deprived  of 
water,  not  only  by  the  obstruction,  but  also  during  its  temporary 
necessary  diversion  for  the  removal  of  the  obstruction  *  In 
an  action  to  abate  a  nuisance,  and  for  damages  caused  by  digging 
a  ditch  on  the  plaintiff's  lands,  it  was  held  that  an  order  to  abate 
the  nuisance,  and  an  award  of  damages  sufficient  to  pay  for  fill- 
ing the  ditch,  was  erroneous,  as  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover 
prospective  damages,  and  the  award  should  only  have  been  for 
the  actual  injury  sustained.^  The  reason  for  this  is  obvious  ;  the 
ditch  was  the  nuisance  and  the  abatement,  involved  its  filling  by 
the  defendant,  and  it  was  not  proper  for  the  court  to  punish  the 
defendant  by  compelling  him  to  fill  the  ditch,  and  pay  the  expense 
thereof  to  the  plaintiff  in  addition.  In  an  action  to  recover  dama- 
ges for  a  nuisance  which  temporarily  injures  the  realty,  and  for  a 
time  prevents  its  use  by  the  plaintiff,  it  was  held  that  the  meas- 
ure of  damages  was  the  actual  cost  of  restoring  the  buildings  to 
their  former  condition,  and  the  damage  sustained  by  reason  of 
being  deprived  of  their  use  during  the  continuance  of  the  nui- 
sance.* 

Sec.  860.  In  an  action  by  a  reversioner  for  an  injury  done  to 
his  premises  the  true  measure  of  damage  is  the  actual  injury  to 
the  reversion.*  Thus,  in  an  action  by  a  reversioner  for  cutting 
off  the  eaves  of  a  building  belonging  to  him  and  erecting  a  wall 
with  a  drip  over  his  premises,  it  was  held  that  the  actual  injury 
up  to  the  time  of  the  bringing  of  the  action  was  the  true  measure 
of  damage,  and  that,  as  repeated  actions  might  be  brought,  evi- 
dence of  the  diminution  of  the  market  value  of  the  estate  could 

'  Chase  v.  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  ^  De  Costa  v.  Massachusetts,  etc., 
Barb.  (N.  Y.)  373.  Co.,  17  Cal.  613. 

*  Dayton  v.  Pease,  4  Ohio  (N.  S.),  80.        *  Freeland  v.  Muscatine,  9  Iowa,  461. 

5  Dutro  V.  Wilson,  4  Ohio  St.  101. 
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not  be  given.'  In  Hamer  v.  Knowles^  what  seems  to  be  the 
true  rule,  as  to  the  measure  of  damages  for  an  injury  to  the  realty 
by  a  nuisance,  is  given.  In  that  case  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner 
of  a  manufactory  upon  the  surface  of  mining  lands.  The  defend- 
ants, in  the  prosecution  of  their  mining,  caused  a  subsidence  of 
the  surface  to  such  an  extent  as  to  break  some  of  the  plaintiff's 
machinery,  and  materially  to  impair  the  producing  power  of  his 
mill,  and  also  greatly  increasing  the  expense  of  keeping  the 
machinery  in  repair  and  largely  diminishing  the  profits  of  his 
business.  It  was  held  that  he  was  entitled  to  recover  damages 
for  the  deterioration  of  his  manufactory,  for  the  machinery 
broken,  the  increase  in  the  expense  of  keeping  the  same  in  repair, 
and  for  the  diminution  in  the  profits  of  his  business. 

In  Ludlow  v.  Yonkers,  43  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  493,  which  was  an 
action  against  a  municipal  corporation  for  the  construction  of  a 
wall  in  such  a  negligent  manner  that  it  fell  and  injured  the  plain- 
tiff's mill,  it  was  held  that  the  mill  owner  was  only  entitled  to 
recover  the  actual  injury  sustained  by  him,  with  interest  from 
the  time  of  the  injury,  and  that  if  rent  was  recoverable,  it  could 
only  be  recovered  for  such  a  period  as  was  reasonably  necessary 
to  repair  the  premises. 

In  Kane  v.  Johnston,  9  Bosw.  (JS".  Y.)  154,  the  court  held  that, 
where  a  person's  tenement  and  business  were  injured  by  a  nui- 
sance, a  loss  of  anticipated  profits  from  an  illegal  business  cannot 
be  recovered.  But  in  this  case  no  question  was  made  but  that 
such  a  recovery  might  be  had  where  the  business  was  legal,  and 
such  as  was  not  opposed  to  public  morals  and  public  policy.  In 
SewaVs  Falls  Bridge  Co.  v.  Fish,  Foster  (N.  H.),  171,  which 
was  an  action  for  the  destruction  of  the  plaintiff's  bridge  by  the 
defendant,  it  was  held  that  the  measure  of  damages  was  the  value 
of  the  superstructure,  and  the  loss  of  tolls  during  the  time  reason- 
ably necessary  to  rebuild  the  bridge.  The  rule  seems  to  be  that,- 
where  the  estate  injured  is  actually  devoted  to  a  use  that  yields  a 
profit  to  the  owner,  he  is  not  only  entitled  to  recover  for  the 
actual  injury  to  the  estate,  but  also  such  sum  as  compensates  him 
for  a  loss  of  such  profits  during  such  period  as  is  actually  necessary 

'  BathisMll  v.  Read,  37  Eng.  Law  ^  Hamer  «.  Knowles,  6  H.  &  N.  454. 
&  Eq.  317. 
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to  restore  the  property  to  its  former  condition.  He  cannot,  how- 
ever, sit  down  with  folded  arms  and  charge  the  defendant  with 
loss  during  the  period  of  his  own  inactivity.  If  a  wrong  has 
been  done  him,  he  is  nevertheless  bound  to  proper  diligence  him- 
self to  repair  it,  and  during  the  period  reasonably  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  the  law  will  give  him  full  indemnity  ;  but  beyond 
that  the  loss  is  his  own. 

Sec.  861.  JSTeither  can  a  person,  who  is  not  at  the  time  when 
the  injury  is  inflicted  using  his  premises  for  any  profitable  pur- 
pose, recover  damages  for  an  injury  which  might  have  been 
suffered  had  the  property  been  devoted  to  a  use  never  contem- 
plated by  him.  Damages  are  given  as  compensation  for  a  loss 
actually  snfiered,  and  are  intended  to  be  measured  by  such  a  sum 
as  the  plaintiff  ought  to  have,  and  the  defendant  ought  to  give, 
in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  for  the  injury  inflicted.  But, 
in  the  absence  of  bad  motives,  of  wantonness  or  malice,  no  more 
than  actual  compensation  will  be  given.'  Thus,  in  an  action  of 
trespass  for  cutting  growing  trees,  although  the  actual  value  of 
the  trees  at  the  time  of  cutting  may  have  been  no  more  than  for 
fire-wood,  yet  the  recovery  will  not  be  restricted  to  their  value 
for  that  purpose,  but  a  recovery  may  be  had  for  the  actual 
injury  to  the  land  by  their  cutting ;  and  in  determining  that 
question  all  the  circumstances,  as  well  as  the  purpose  for  which 
the  trees  were  designed  to  be  used,  may  be  considered." 

Sec.  862.  In  an  action  for  injuries  arising  from  the  unlawful 
raising  of  a  dam  below  the  plaintiff's  cotton  mill,  on  the  same 
stream,  the  operation  of  which  was  greatly  impeded  by  back 
water,  whereby  the  plaintiff's  profits  were  greatly  diminished, 
evidence  Of  the  profits  of  the  manufacture  was  held  admissible, 
as  a  basis  upon  which  to  estimate  the  damages,  if  not  as  an  actual 
measure  thereof.'  In  all  cases  of  this  character  the  true  measure 
of  damages  is  the  actual  compensation  which,  in  view  of  all  the 
circumstances,  the  plaintiff  ought  to  have  for  the  injury  ;*  but 

1  Wooster  •y.Great  Falls  Manuf.  Co.,        ^  Simmons  v.  Brown,  5  R.  I.  399. 
41  Me.  159.  ■*  Taber  v.  Hutson,  5  Ind.  333. 

2  Chipman  v.  Hibbard,  6  Cal.  163. 
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if  there  are  several  defendants,  some  of  whom  are  more  culpable 
than  the  rest,  yet,  if  they  are  found  to  be  jointly  liable  for  the 
injury,  the  damages  should  not  be  graduated  by  the  difference 
in  culpability,  but  such  damages  should  be  given  against  ail  of 
them  as  the  most  culpable  ought  to  pay.*  So,  too,  where  dam- 
ages result  from  two  concnn'ing  causes,  the  party  in  fault  is  not 
exempted  from  full  liability  because  he  did  not  occasion  the 
whole  of  it;''  if  he  contributed  in  any  measure  to  the  injury  he 
may  be  charged  with  the  whole  injury,  as  much  as  though  it  had 
been  occasioned  by  his  individual  act.  There  is  no  division  of  a 
wrong  or  contribution  between  wrong-doers. 

Sec.  863.  In  an  action  for  an  injury  sustained  by  a  livery 
stable  keeper,  by  reason  of  the  communication  of  the  horse  dis- 
temper to  two  of  his  horses  by  a  horse  brought  by  the  defendant 
to  his  stable  to  be  kept,  the  defendant  knowing  the  diseased  con- 
dition of  his  horse,  thp  court  held  that  the  plaintiff'  was  entitled 
to  recover  the  profits  he  would  have  derived  from  the  services  of 
his  horses  during  the  period  of  their  illness,  and  that,  while 
evidence  of  the  profits  he  would  probably  have  derived  from  them 
was  not  admissible  definitely  to  fix  the  damage,  yet,  that  it  was 
admissible  as  one  of  the  means  by  which  the  jury  might  arrive  at 
the  proper  measure  of  compensation.'  In  Gillett  v.  Western 
Railroad  Co.^  8  Allen  (Mass.),  560,  in  an  action  for  injuries  to  a 
horse  by  reason  of  a  defect  in  a  highway,  the  plaintiff"  was 
held  entitled  to  recover  the  diminution  in  the  value  of  the  horse 
at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  and  in  addition  thereto,  such 
sums  as  he  had  expended  in  its  cure  while  under  treatment,  and 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  use  of  the  horse 
during  the  periods  of  its  disability.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that 
compensation  for  actual  loss  is  the  rule  and  measure  of  damages 
where  there  are  no  aggravating  circumstances  to  increase  them. 

Sec.  864.  In  an  action  for  a  nuisance,  actual  benefits  to  the 
plaintiff's  estate  therefrom  cannot  be  considered,  either  in  defense 

'  Bell  v.  Morrison,  27  Mass.  68.  v.  Ashfield,  99  Mass.  540;   Albert  v. 

«  Ricker  v.  Freeman,  50  K  H.  420.       Bleecker  St.,  etc.,  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Daly 
8  Fultz  D.  AycofE,  25  Ind.  321  ;  Haines    (N .  Y .  C .  P . ),  389 . 
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or  in  mitigation  of  damages.'  Thus,  in  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf^ 
53  N.  Y.  152,  the  defendant  oflfered  evidence  to  prove  that  the 
rental  value  of  the  plaintiffs  premises  had  been  largely  increased 
by  reason  of  the  erection  of  his  tannery,  which  had  called  large 
numbers  of  people  to  that  locality,  but  the  court  held  that  this 
evidence  was  not  admissible,  and  could  have  no  bearing  upon  the 
case  in  any  possible  view. 

Sec.  865.  A  lessee  of  lands  may  maintain  an  action  for  injuries 
to  the  possession  by  a  nuisance,  and  may  recover  therefor  such 
damages  as  he  can  show  to  his  possessory  right.  Thus,  in  an 
action  by  the  lessee  of  a  livery  stable  against  a  person  who  laid 
gas  pipes  in  the  streets  so  imperfectly  that  the  gas  escaped  there- 
from tkrough  the  ground  and  into  the  water  of  the  well  used  by 
him  in  connection  with  the  stable,  rendering  the  water  unfit  for 
use,  it  was  held  that  he  might  recover  not  only  for  the  inconven- 
ience to  which  he  was  thereby  subjected,  but  also  for  expenses 
reasonably  and  properly  incurred  by  him  in  attempts  to  exclude 
the  gas  from  the  well ;  but  that  he  could  not  recover  for  injuries  to 
his  horses  from  drinking  the  water  after  he  knew  that  it  was  so 
corrupted  by  the  gas  as  to  be  unfit  for  that  purpose.*  So,  too,  a 
tenant  at  will  of  lands  may  recover  for  an  injury  to  his  posses- 
sory estate.^ 

Sec.  866.  It  is  held  that  inert  water  lying  upon  the  surface  of 
an  estate,  as  well  as  the  water  with  which  the  estate  is  chai-ged, 
so  long  as  it  remains  inert,  is  the  property  of  him  who  owns  the 
soil ;  yet,  as  water  percolates  by  natural  causes,  and  in  obedience 
to  natural  laws,  if  an  adjoining  owner  sees  fit  to  excavate  upon 
his  own  land  he  may  do  so,  although  the  result  be,  that  the  water 
in  his  neighbor's  soil  is  completely  exhausted.*  His  wells  or  his 
springs  may  thereby  be  destroyed,  but  no  action  lies  for  the 
injury.'  So,  too,  one  person  may  erect  a  solid  wall  around  his 
estate  and  prevent  the  water  therein  from  percolating  through  his 

1  Vinnel  v.  Vinnel,  4  Jones  (X.  C),  •*  Frazier  v.  Brown,  12  Ohio  (U.  S.), 
121.  294. 

2  Sherman  v.  Fall  River,  etc.,  Co.,  2  »  Goodale  v.  Tuttle,  29  N.  Y.  466  ; 
Allen  (Mass.),  524.  Mosier   v.   Caldwell,   7  Nevada,   363  ; 

3  Foley  V.  Wyeth,  2  id.  131.  Queen -».  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 

3  B.  &  S.  710. 
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neighbor's  soil,  as  it  otherwise  would  do,  although  thereby  a 
neighbor's  well  is  made  dry  and  his  supply  of  water  is  completely 
cut  oif,  and  it  seems  that  the  'motive  with  which  the  act  is  done 
has  no  effect  upon  the  question  of  liability.' 

But  this  is  only  applicable  to  percolating  or  inert  water ;  as  to 
running  streams,  or  water-courses  upon  the  surface,  the  rule  is, 
different,  and  liability  attaches  for  the  sensible  diversion  of  such 
water  by  trenches,  wells  or  other  means,  even  though  the  diver- 
sion results  from  percolation.' 

Sec.  867.  There  are  a  multitude  of  uses  to  which  one  may  devote 
his  own  property  that  operates  injuriously  to  another  for  which 
no  damages  are  recoverable.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said,  that  a  man 
is  never  liable  for  the  results  of  the  proper  exercise  of  a  lawful 
act ;  all  the  injuries  resulting  therefrom  are  da'mnuTn,  absque 
injuria.  They  are  not  the  subject  of  damage,  for  the  reason 
that  no  right  has  been  violated  by  their  exercise ;  and,  therefore, 
in  the  eye  of  the  law,  the  person  injured  should  neither  have, 
nor  the  defendant  pay,  any  compensation  therefor.  Thus,  where 
a  person  excavating  his  own  lands  injured  a  cistern  under  the 
street,  it  was  held  that  no  liability  existed  againt  him  ; '  so,  too, 
where  one  in  excavating  upon  his  own  land  causes  the  walls  of  a 
building  erected  upon  an  adjoining  lot  to  crack  and  the  build- 
ing itself  to  fall  into  his  pit,  he  being  in  the  exercise  of  due  care, 
no  damages  are  recoverable  therefor.*  So,  too,  if  a  person  own- 
ing lands  adjoining  the  premises  of  another,  upon  which  has 
been  erected  a  palatial  residence,  erects  upon  his  lands  a  cheap, 
unsightly  building,  which  seriously  annoys  his  neighbor,  and 
impairs  the  value  of  his  property,  yet,  so  long  as  the  building  is 
not  devoted  to  uses  that  make  it  a  nuisance,  no  action  lies 
therefor/  The  reason  is,  that  every  person  may  do  what  he 
will  with  his  own,  so  long  as  he  does  not  trench  upon  the  positive 
rights  of  another.     His  acts  may  be  unneighborly,  they  may  be 


1  Chatfield  v.  Wilson,  28  Vt.  49;  Har- 
wood  xi.  Benton,  32  id.  724  ;  Frazier  «. 
Brown,  ante. 

2  Delhi  v.  Youmans,  45  N,  Y.  363 ; 
Dickinson  ■».  Canal  Co.,  7  Ex.  282; 
Pixley  V.  Clark,  33  Barb.  fN.  Y.)  268; 
Canal  Co.  v.  Sliayar,  6  L.  R.  Ch.  App. 


^  Dubuque  ■».  Malonee,  9  Iowa,  450. 

4  McGuire  v.  Grant,  1  Dutch.  (N.  Y.) 
356;  Thurston  ■».  Hancock,  12  Mass. 
220 ;  Foley  v.  Wyeth,  2  Allen  (Mass.), 
131  ;  Shaw  v.  Thackerah,  1  L.  R.  (C. 
P.)  564. 

*  Barnes  «.  Hathorn,  64  Me.  334. 


DAMAGES.  897 

prompted  by  the  most  malicious  motives,  and  for  malicious  pur- 
poses, jet,  so  long  as  he  keeps  within  the  scope  of  his  legal 
rights,  no  action,  either  at  law  or  in  equity,  will  lie  against  him 
therefor.'  The  test  of  nuisance  is  not  injury  and  damage  simply, 
hilt  injury  and  damage  resulting  from  the  violation  of  a  legal 
right  of  another.  If  there  is  no  right  violated  there  is  no 
nuisance,  however  much  of  injury  and  damage  may  ensue,"  but 
if  a  right  is  violated,  there  is  an  actionable  nuisance,  even  though 
no  actual  damage  results  therefrom.'  While  in  the  one  case 
there  is  actual  injury  and  damage,  yet  there  is  no  legal  injury, 
hence  no  right  of  action  ;*  while  in  the  other,  while  there  is  no 
actual  damage,  yet  there  is  legal  injury,  and  consequently  a 
right  of  action,  the  law  imputing  the  damage  to  sustain  the 
right.^  Therefore,  in  all  cases  of  nuisance,  before  the  bringing 
of  an  action,  it  should  first  be  ascertained  whether  a  legal  right 
has  been  violated,  if  so,  a  nuisance  exists,  if  not,  no  nuisance 
exists;  and,  however  great  the  damage,  it  is  damnum  ahsgue 
injuria^ 

»  Ross  «.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  394.  *  Quin  «.  More,  15  N.  T.  433 ;  Kinsel 

'  Mahan  «.  Brown,  13  Wend.  (N.  T.) ;  ®.  Kinsel,  4  Jones  (N.  C),  149. 

Chatfield  v.  Wilson,  28  Vt.  49 ;  Frazier  »  pickard  v.  Collins,  38  Barb.  (N.  T.) 

fl.  Brown,  13  Ohio  St.  294 ;   Snuth  n.  444 ;   Thurston  ».  Hancock,  13  Mass. 

Bowen,  2  Dis.  (Ohio)  153.  320. 

2  Fisher  «.  Clark,  41  Barb.  (N.  Y.)  «  Ashby  «.  White,  1  Salk,  19  ;  2  Ld, 

337 :  Pickard  -p.  Collins,  23  id.  444.  Rayd.  938. 
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nuisance  from,  a  question  of  fact 496,  497,  498 

what  degree  of  impurity  is  actionable 473,  516 

smoke  from  steam  euginB  may  be,  when 474 

impregnation  must  impair  the  ordinary  enjoyment  of  property,  475,  476 

reasonable  use  of  property,  not  actionable 477 

See  Noxious  Vapors  ;  Noisome  Sjiells  ;  Smoke. 

ANIMALS,  DANGEROUS,  KEEPING  OF : 

animal  ferce  natures,  liability  for  keeping '. . .  799 

domestic  animals,  liability  for  injuries  by 799,  800,  801,  803 

scienter  must  be  proved 799 

negligence  need  not  be  alleged  or  proved 799,  800,  n.  1 

the  gist  of  the  action  is  the  keeping  after  knowledge  of  its  vicious- 

nese 800,  n.  1 

plea  of  not  guilty,  puts  the  scienter  in  issue 803,  n. 

how  the  scienter  may  be  established 803,  804 

from  what  facts  it  may  be  presumed 803,  804 

knowledge  of  the  owner's  wife  or  servants  generally  sufficient 804 

n.  1,  805,  806 

knowledge  that  it  has  attempted  to  attack  men  sufficient 805  n. 

knowledge  that  it  has  attacked   animals,  not  sufficient  to  establish 

knowledge  that  it  would  attack  men,  and  vice  versa 803,  804 

knowledge  that  it  has  attacked  one  class  of  animals,  not   sufficient 

to  establish  knowledge  that  it  would  attack  animals  of   another 

class 800,  801 

fact  that  the  owner  has  warned  persons  to  beware  of  the  animal 

competent  evidence  on  question  of  knowledge 804  n. 

rule  as  to  watch  dogs 807 

liability  to  persons  trespassing 808  n. 

liability  where  the  person  injured  might  have  avoided  the  injury. .  800  n. 

when  animals  are  nuisances 810 

rabid  dogs 810 

who  is  liable  for  injuries  by 799 
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ANIMALS,  ETC.  —  Continued.  page. 

animals  disturbing  neighborhood  at  night  are  nuisances 810 

keeping  ferocious  dog  near  a  public  footway 811 

person  injured  by  ferocious  animals  may  kill  them 809,  878 

rule  as  to  killing 809,  810,  878 

person  keeping,  liable  whether  owner  or  not 799 

ANSWER:  - 

to  bill  for  injunction  must  be  on  the  knowledge  of  the  party 856 

practice  as  to  dissolution  of  injunction  when  all  the  equities  of  the 
bill  are  denied 854-857 

new  matter,  in  avoidance  of  the  bill,  will  not  be  considered  on  ques- 
tion of  dissolution 855 

when  several  defendants,  motion  to  dissolve  when  one  denying  the 

gravamen  of  the  complaint  has  answered,  in  certain  cases 855 

question  of  dissolution  purely  one  of  discretion 855,  856 

AMUSEMENT: 

places  of,  not  nuisances  per  se 46-58 

ARTIFICIAL  WATER-COURSES  : 

what  are 424,  425 

effect  of  change  of  natural  bed  of  a  stream 425 

person  changing,  must  make  the  new  b&d  as  perfect  and  secure  as 

the  old 425 

no  rights  in  artificial  water-courses  can  generally  be  acquired  against 

the  owner  of  the  supply > . 426,  427,  428 

an  easement  to  discharge  may  be  acquired,  but  not  to  receive. . .  428,  429 

owner  of  supply  may  deal  with  it  as  he  pleases 429 

distinction  when  the  supply  is  natural  and  long  continued 429 

rule  in  Gaved  v.  Martyn 429-436 

the  owner  of  the  supply  may  not  pollute  the  water,  except  in  the 

lawful  prosecution  of  his  business » 438 

rule  in  Magor  v.  Chadwick 438,  439 

test  by  which  to  determine  the  right  of  the  owner  of  the  supply  to 

divert  or  pollute  the  water 439,  440 

rule  in  Wood  v.  Waud •,  440 

rule  when  the'owner  of  the  supply  owns  the  estate  through  which  the 

stream  passes  and  divides  it  into  parcels,  and  sells   part  of  the 

estate 441,  442,  443.  444 

Pyer  v.  Carter,  and  other  cases  reviewed 441-457 

■      rule  in  Curtis  y.  Ayrault 445,446,447,448,449,450,  451 

rule  in  Watts  v.  Kelson.  , 451,  452,  453,  454 

rule  in  Lampman  v.  Milks 456,  457 

an  easement  cannot  be  enlarged ^ 457 

may  be  repaired 457 

owner  of  easement  may  enter  upon  servient  estate  to  make  repairs,  457 

AREAS: 

xinguarded,  a  nuisance 265 

ASSIGNATION" : 

house  of,  what  is 45 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL : 

to  file  information  in  equity  for  purpresturea  and  public  nui- 
sances    86 

should  usually  name  relator  in  case  of  nuisance 86 

but  not  in  case  of  simple  purpresture 86 

AUTHORIZED  ACTS: 

presumed  to  be  coupled  with  conditions  that  no  injury  shall  result,  138 

261 
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BARNS  AND  STABLES :  page. 

use  of  building  adjoining  a  dwelling  for 596,  597 

nuisance,  when 573,  596,  597 

8ee  Livery  Stables. 

BAWDY-HOUSE  : 

a  nuisance  'per  se 36 

keeper  of,  indictable  for 36 

what  constitutes  a  keeping  of 36 

liability  of  landlords  as,  in  certain  cases 37 

mere  solicitation  of  chastity  does  not  constitute  a  keeping 42 

wife  may  be  jointly  indicted  with  the  husband 41,  43 

occupant  of  a  single  room  may  be  p.  keeper  of,  in  certain  cases 43 

bawdy-house  is  disorderly  house,  but  not  necessarily  vice  versa 43 

bawdy-house  cannot  be  abated  by  private  persons 39,  40 

may  be  enjoined  at  suit  of  person  whose  property  is  injured  by 823 

BEES: 

No  liability  for  injuries  from,  unless  owner  knew  they  were  accustomed 
to  sting 803,  n.  3 


BILLIARD-ROOM : 

not  a  nuisance  per  se 


57 


BILL  FOR  INJUNCTION: 


See  Injunctions. 


BLACKSMITH  SHOP : 

not  necessarily  a  "nuisance 148 

when  it  is 145,  479,  549 

noise  from,  may  make  it  so 549,  590 

in  part  of  a  dwelling,  is 549,  589,  590,  592 

dust  and  bad  odors  from,  make  it  so  in  certain  cases 479,  590 

exposing  buildings  to  imminent  danger  from  fire,  may  make  it  so . . .  148 

BLASTING  ROCKS : 

near  dwellings  or  highways,  liability  for 143 


BOILER  SHOPS: 
nuisances,  when , 

BONE  BOILERIES : 
nuisances,  when 


589 


565-570 


BOOTHS : 

erection  of,  in  streets  a  nuisance 344,    345 

BOWLING  ALLEY : 

nuisances,  when 46-58 

BOW  WINDOWS : 

nuisances,  when 113 

BRICK  BURNING : 

nuisances,  when 10, 16, 499-515 

fact  that  land  produces  brick  clay  gives  no  right  to  burn  bricks  to 
the  annoyance  of  others 499 

BRIDGES : 

across  navigable  stream,  nuisances  when 633,  636,  n. 

not  when  built  under  competent  authority 630,  n.  2 

when  State  may  authorize 631,  638,  639,  630,  n.  2 

how  far  State  authority  protects 639,  n.  1,  630,  n.  2 
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BUILDINGS :  page. 

erection  of,  so  as  to  discharge  rain  or  snow  on  the  lands  of  another, 

actionable 110,  113,    123 

defective  buildings,  nuisances  when Ill,  114,     123 

filthy  and  negligent  keeping  of,  nuisances  when 6, ».  2,  33,  751-754 

improper  use  of  fire  in 148-150 

BUILDING  : 

reasonable  use  of  streets,  for  purposes  of,  not  a  nuisance . .  243,  244,     246 

CARRIAGES  : 

kept  standing  in  the  street  unreasonably  create  obstruction 247 

248,  249,    250 

CATTLE- YARDS : 

nuisances,  when 564,  574,  n.,    585 

CELLAR  FLAPS : 

on  street  or  highway,  nuisances 257 

CEMETERIES : 

near  dwellings  not  necessarily  nuisances 5,  n.  5 

when  they  are 822  n. 

when  their  use  will  be  restrained 822  n. 

CESS-POOLS : 

liability  for  damage  from 116,    119 

CHEMICAL  WORKS: 

nuisance,  when 524 

CHIMNEYS : 

improperly  constructed,  a  nuisance 

must  be  erected  so  as  not  to  discharge  smoke  over  premises  of  another    472 

477, 478,     479 
use  of  stove-pipe  run  through  a  window  for,  nuisance,  when 478 

CINDERS : 

use  of  fuel  that  produce,  is  actionable  when 478,  479,  483,    484 

sending  over  another's  premises,  actionable,  when 474-488 

CHURCH  BELLS: 

ringing  of,  nuisance,  when 585,    586 

CHURCHES : 

noise,  etc.,  in  vicinity  of,  nuisance  when 602,    603 

COCK  PITS: 

common  nuisances 59 

penalty  for  keeping 60 

COAL  HOLES : 

nuisance,  when 352,  258,  254,  257-260 

landlord  liable  for 253-360 

landlord  and  tenant  liable  for 358,  259,     360 

when  tenant  only  is  liable 258-260 

COAL  DUST : 

screening  coal  in  public  place,  nuisance 524 

COAL  STAITHS: 

in  navigable  stream,  nuisances 634 

need  not  operate  as  obstruction  generally 634,     635 
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COAL  YARDS:  PAGE 

not  nuisances  per  se 472,  n.  5 

screening  coal  in  public  place  is  nuisance '  534 

COMBUSTIBLE  ARTICLES: 

keeping  of,  in  public  place 74,  75,  76 

gunpowder,  nitro-glycerine 74,  75,  76 

COMING  TO  A  NUISANCE: 

no  defense 83,  84,  550,  551,  553,  553,  554,  555 

COMMON  SCOLD: 

nuisance 62 

what  constitutes  the  offense 63 

CONSERVATION : 

right  of  State  in  navigable  streams 99 

CONSTANTLY  RECURRING  GRIEVANCE : 

what  is        823 

CONSTABLE'S  SALES: 

in  public  street,  nuisance 61,  244,  245 

CONTINUOUS  NUISANCE: 

what  is 718,  823 

CONTRACTOR : 

nuisance  created  by,  when  employer  is  liable 81,  869 

when  not 81,  869 

CONVENIENT  PLACE : 

what  is 535,  536,  537,  538 

when  locality  will  be  considered 533,  537,  538 

genei-ally,  no  defense 535-538,  601,  602 

presence  of  other  nuisances  no  excuse 601,  602,  701,  705 

COOKING  RANdE: 

liability  for  maintaining,  in  certain  cases , 144 

CORNICES : 

projecting  over  lands,  nuisances 118 

CORPORATION : 

officers  of.  liable  to  indictment  for  nuisance  committed  by  servants  81,  869 

liable  even  though  nuisance  results  from  violation  of  orders 81 

liable  when  it  exceeds  its  powers 81 

liable  when  its  powers  are  carelessly  or  negligently  exercised. , .  .82,  784 

786,  787 
when  the  power  given  can  be  exercised  without  producing  a  nui- 
sance, bound  so  to  exercise  it 785,  786,  787 

when  there  are  two  modes  bound  to  adopt  the  one  least  injurious  784,  785 

when  public  convenience  will  excuse  act  ultra  vires 814  n. 

CROWDS : 

collection  of,  unlawful,  when 60,  61,  250,  251 

for  pigeon  shooting  near  highway 60 

near  dwellings,  annoying  residents 60,  61,  593,  594,  595 

collection  of,  in  public  streets,  unlawful  when 61,  248,  249,  251 

calling  together,  by  exhibition  of  effigies  in  shop  windows. .   61, 250,  251 

collection  of,  for  lawful  purpose  may  be 60,  61 
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DAMAGES:  page. 

when  actual  damage  only  can  be  recovered 887 

when  diminution  of  value  of  vacant  lots  may  be  recovered 888 

when  more  than  actual  damages  should  be  given 888,  889 

when  entire  damage  may  be  recovered 889 

recovery  where  two  parties  are  interested  for  a  paxt  of  the  time,  889,  899 

rule  as  to  damages . .  890 

rule  in  case  of  excavations 890,  891 

rule  in  action  by  reversioner 891,  893,  893 

rule  in  certain  cases  when  plaintiff  is  not  using  his  premises 893 

when  actual  compensation  is  the  limit  of  recovery 898,  894 

when  prospective  profits  may  be  recovered 893,  894,  895 

actual  benefit  to  the  plaintiflE  no  defense 894,  895 

injuries  to  possessory  rights 896 

motive  of  defendant  generally  of  no  account 896,  897 

damnum  absque  injuria 897 

DAMNUM  ABSQUE  INJURIA : 

instances  of . ,   .8,  n.,  14,  15,  16 

when  injuries  are 896,  897 

DAMS: 

erection  of,  unlawful  when 119 

charging  soil  witii  water 119 

destroying  wells  or  springs 119 

whether  by  overflow  or  percolation 119 

setting  back  water  and  rendering  it  stagnant 76, 120,  743,  744 

DANGEROUS  TRAPS : 

See  Spring  Guns. 

DANGEROUS  EXCAVATIONS: 

liability  for,  on  premises  of  owner. ... 139 

dangerous  traps 139 

DECLARATION : 

in  action  for  nuisance 

See  Remedies  at  Law. 

DETENTION  OF  WATER: 

by  dam,  actionable,  when 368 

use  must  be  reasonable 369 

as  between  mill  owner,  question  of  necessity  important. .., 369 

quality  of  rights  between  mill  owners 370 

right  to  use  water  involves  right  to  dam 370 

right  to  detain  reasonably,  not  to  divert 370 

distinction  between  right  of  mill  and  riparian  owners .  .^ 370 

mill  owner  must  adapt  his  use  to  the  capacity  of  the  stream. 373 

must  use  proper  machinery 373 

rule  for  determining  reasonableness  of  use 373,  373 

restrictions  impaired  by  deed  to  be  regarded 373 

parties  may  oppose  mutual  restrictions  on  each  other 373,  374 

excess  of  use,  how  determined 375 

neither  the  owner's  necessity  or  profit  the  measure  of  his  right 376 

must  keep  within  his  own  right  at  his  peril 376 

DISORDERLY  HOUSE : 

what  is  a 43 

noise  and  violence  not  necessary  elements  of. 44 

a  building  in  which  unlawful  practices  are  cafried  on,  is 44 

or  where  immoral  and  indecent  offenses  are  committed  habitually   43,  44 

114 
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DISORDERLY  ROJJSE  —  Continued.  page. 

a  house  of  assignation  is 45 

keeping  of  prostitutes  not  an  element 45 

tippling  houses  where  vicious  people  congregate,  is 43,  46 

a  place  where  liquor  is  sold  contrary  to  law,  is 43 

a  concert  saloon  is,  when 44,  n. 

a  theatre  may  become 44,  n. 

a  house  where  people  of  ill- fame  and  name  congregate,  is . . .    46 

proof  of  a  single  instance  is  not  enough,  it  must  be  habitual 46 

any  place  where  disorderly  persons  habitually  congregate,  is ... .  44,  46 

landlord  liable  jointly  with  keeper,  when 44 

must  have  known  what  use  the  building  was  to  be  devoted  to 45 

renewal  of  lease  after  knowledge  of  use,  fixes  liability 45 

active  advice  or  assistance  in  keeping 45 

approbation  must  be  proved,  cannot  be  inferred 45 

power  to  eject  and  failure  to  do  so,  not  enough 45 

DIVERSION  : 

of  water,  actionable  when 355,  370 

rule  in  Webb  v.  Portland  Manufacturing  Co 356 

action  may  be  maintained  even  if  plaintiff  has  no  mill 356,  n.,  370 

any  diversion  affecting  the  natural  flow,  actionable 362 

debris  may  be  removed  that  interferes  with  natural  flow 362 

natural  obstructions  must  not  be  removed,  except 362,  «.  3 

right  to  water  for  domestic  use 363 

irrigation,  use  of  water  for 363,  375 

change  of  momentum  actionable 363,  n.,  370 

right  to  divert  water  for  repair  of  dam 376 

DOCK  LINES  : 

city  may  establish  in  certain  cases 634,  n. 

cannot  without  compensation  to  riparian  owner,  when 624,  n. 

DOGS:  ... 

See  Animals. 

DOMINION: 

right  of,  over  property ; 17,18,103,139,  481 

DRAINS : 

nuisance,  when 116, 117,  711,  712,  713 

DUST : 

works  emitting  dust  and  chaff  are  nuisances 498,  524 

screening  coal  is 498,  524 

planing  mills  emitting  smoke  and  cinders  are 498,  524 

DYE-HOUSE: 

nuisance,  when. 574,  n. 

EASEMENTS : 
See  Party  Walls  ;  Private  Wats  ;  Water,  Rights  to  ;  Artificial 
Water-coitrses  ;  Surface  Water  ;  Ancient  Lights  ;  Detention 
OF  Water  ;  Prescription  ;  Legalized  Nuisances  ;  Highways. 

EAVES : 

overhanging  another's  land,  nuisance 104 

no  special  damage  need  be  proved 104, 105,  106,  109 

may  be  abated  by  adjoining  owner 105,  106 

eaves  that  shoot  snow  or  rain  on  to  another's  premises  a  nuisance,  110,  111 

ease  is  the  only  remedy  for 106, 107,  108 
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EAVESDROPPERS :  '  PAGE. 

what  are 64,  65 

nuisances,  when 64 

EFFIGIES  : 

exhibition  of,  in  shop  windows  nuisance,  when 61 

EMBANKMENTS : 

erected  in  navigable  streams  is  a  nuisance 675 

public  benefit  no  defense 635,  636 

erected  so  as  to  send  water  on  to  opposite  owner 321-329 

may  be  erected  to  prevent  overflow  of  streams  in  certain  cases,  321,  328-329 

ENCROACHMENTS  : 

on  navigable  streams  a  purpresture 84,  85,  637,  638,  639 

on  a  port,  a  nuisance 89,  638,  650 

on  a  highway,  a  nuisance 91,  92 

EMIGRANT  DEPOTS : 

nuisances,  when 72 

EXCAVATIONS  : 

dangerous,  liability  of  owner  of  premises  for 138,  139 

liable,  even  though  obligation  to  guard  rests  on  another 139 

liable  to  trespasser  in  certain  cases 140 

EXPLOSIVE  SUBSTANCES  :  > 

liability  for  keeping ... 142,  146 

EXPOSURE  OF  PERSON  IN  PUBLIC  PLACE : 

indictable,  when 65-71 

must  be  in  public  place,  and  in  presence  of  more  than  one  person 

65,  70,  71 

rule  in  North  Carolina 66 

rule  in  Vermont , 66,  67 

intention  not  always  an  element 69 

master  liable  for  indecent  exposure  of  servant,  when 71 

if  the  place  is  public,  need  not  be  seen  by  any  one 71 

of  persons  of  others,  an  offense 71 

of  monstrosities,  a  nuisance 71 

EQUITABLE  ESTOPPEL : 

what  is 848,  344,  845,  846 

when  equity  will  enjoin  the  enforcement  of  a  judgment,  843,  344,  845,  846 

EQUITY,  REMEDIES  IN : 

See  Injtjnctions. 

FENCES : 

liability  for  defective 141 

FER^  NATURE: 

See  AynTAT.s. 

FIRE: 

improper  use  of,  nuisance  when 146, 149,  150 

improper  use  of,  in  buildings  near  others ••  •  •  148 

risk  from,  to  create  nuisance,  dangerous  results  must  be  probable,  146-150 

FIRE-ARMS : 

loaded,  liability  for  injuries  from 143 


908  INDEX. 

FIRE- WORKS  •  PAGE 

manufacture  of,  when  a  nuisance 61 

FISHERY  : 

injuries  to 761,  t62,  763 

FLOATING  DOCKS: 

nuisances,  when 640 

public  benefit  or  utility  no  defense 640 

FLOATING  STOREHOUSE : 

in  navigable  stream  nuisance,  when 640 

FLOODING  LANDS : 

by  erection  of  dam,  actionable 119,  340,  461 

raising  water  so  as  to  render  land  wet  and  spongy . .         461 

overflowing  wells  or  springs 119,  461 

rendering  air  unwholesome 354,  883 

causing  water  to  percolate  into  cellars 115,  116,  119 

impairing  growth  of  vegetation 119,  401 

injuring  mill-power  or  site 341,  461 

FLOURING  MILLS: 

dust  from  nuisance,  when 524 

FLUSH  BOARDS : 

iSeeMiiiLS  and  MrLL  Owners. 

FOOD : 

sale  of  adulterated,  actionable  and  indictable  nuisance 76 

FORCE  OR  FRAUD : 

may  create  nuisance,  when 143 

threats,  intimidating  customers 143 

workmen ^ •  •  143 

posting  placards  near  one's  place  of  business  calculated  to  bring  him 

into  contempt 143 

circulating  false  rumors 75 

obstructing  access  to  place  of  business 144 

interfering  with  exercise  of  special  privilege 144 

FUEL  I 

use  of,  that  develops  dense  masses  of  smoke  is  a  nuisance 480 

use  of  mineral  coal  is,  when , 509 

use  of  fuel  mixed  with  animal  matter  or  any  thing  producing  nox- 
ious smells 507 

GAMING  HOUSES: 

nuisances,  per  se 58 

what  are i 58,      59 

GAS  WORKS : 

nuisance,  when 543,  n.,  578,  n.,  574,  n.,    578 

discharge  of  refuse  into  stream  actionable  when 574,  n. 

impregnating  the  earth  with  noxious  substances 707,    708 

GLASS  WORKS : 

vapors  from,  nuisance  when 518,     535 

rule  in  Saville  v.  Killner 525 

GOODS: 

ouloadtng  in  streets  reasonably,  not  a  nuisance 344,  245.  246,    247 
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eU  NPO  WDER :  page. 

liability  for  keeping 142,  146 

GUTTERS : 

liability  for  defects  in 114 

HACKS : 

stationed  in  streets,  a  nuisance 247,  248 

HAT  RISKS  : 

nuisances  in  certain  cases 145 

HIGHWAYS : 

what  are 229 

by  prescription 229 

rights  of  the  owner  of  the  fee  in 230 

right  to  the  herbage  and  trees  growing  in 230 

owns  all  mines  beneath  or  quarries  in 230 

may  maintain   trespass   or   ejectment  even,   for   interference   with 

the  fee 277 

public  right  an  easement  simply 230 

urban  highways  or  streets 231 

dedication  of,  what  amounts  to 232 

effect  of  long  user 233 

acts,  rather  than  declarations,  control 233 

effect  of  erecting  houses  on  either  side  of  a  street  by  the  owner 

thereof 234 

dedication,  question  of  fact 234 

may  be, subject  to  burdens 234,  235 

may  reserve  right  to  deposit  goods  on,  maintain   cellar  flaps,   coal 

holes,  or  any  burden  not  inconsistent  with  the  publlo  easement. . . .  235 

resei"vation  must  be  reasonably  exercised 235 

no  limitation  as  to  time  can  be  imposed 206 

no  dedication,  where  owner  had  no  knowledge  of  the  user 236 

acceptance  necessary 236 

any  obstruction  of  a  highway,  a  nuisance 237 

may  be  used  for  building  purposes,  when 244 

must. not  be  used  for  business  purposes 345 

necessity  of  a  person  no  excuse  for  such  use 246 

allowing  teams  and  goods  to  stand  unreasonably 245 

may  be  used  for  loading  and  unloading  goods 244 

but  use  for  such  purpose  must  be  reasonable 244 

distinction  between  urban  and  suburban  highways 246 

rule  in  Rex  v.  Cross *. 247 

rule  in  Rex  «.  Jones 246 

rule  in  People  v.  Cunningham 248 

may  be  obstruction,  when  there  is  no  physical  obstruction 250 

habitually  carrying  on  business  in 346,  247,  250 

collection  of  crowds  in 61,  246,  247,  248,  249,  251 

constable's  sale  in,  unlawful 61-244,  245 

loungers  in  public  streets  are  nuisances 250 

posts  for  hitching  horses  nuisance 242 

erections  outside    the   highway   limits    endangering  the   safety  of 

travel 274,275,  276 

a  house  in  unsafe  comiition ■    276 

storing  gunpowder  near 276 

keeping  a  ferocious  dog  chained  near 276 

buildings  projecting  over  streets 263 

signs,  steps,  stoops,  bow  windows,  pitch  roofs,  cornices,  etc. 251 

263,  and  notes. 

blasting  rocks  near 251 

unauthorized  excavations  in 251^269 
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excavations  near  to 260 

cellar  flaps  on 257 

coal  holes  in 252,  253,  254 

negligence  not  an  element 250,  253,  254,  255,  267 

fruit  and  huckster  stands 255 

placing  stones  or  any  thing  in  street  that  obstructs  travel  or  impairs 

its  safety 256 

license  to  make  excavations,  effect  of 261,  268,  271,  272 

areas  opening  into  public  footway 265 

owner  of  the  fee  no  right  to  obstruct 267,  277 

liability  of  owners  of  private  ways  for  defects  in 273,  273 

no  liability  when  person  strays  from  the  path 273 

interference  with  grade  of  highway  indictable  even  though  road  is 

improved 274 

deposit  of  stone,  ashes,   dirt,  timber  or  any  thing  upon  highway, 

nuisance 274 

logs  piled  outside  highway  limits 275 

tailing  teams  in  highway  nuisance,  when 275 

shade  trees  set  in  highway  without  authority 376 

authority  presumed  after  twenty  years 277 

boughs  of  trees  extending  over  highway 377 

liability  of  owner  of  fee  for  obstructions , 277 

posting  persons  with  placards  upon  public  street,  nuisance,  when . .  277 

carrying  on  noxious  trades  near 279 

carrying  unreasonable  loads  278 

legalized  obstructions,  railroads,  etc 279-287 

instances  of 280-287 

highway  does  not  cease  to  be  so  until  discontinued 278 

long  disuse  does  not  deprive  it  of  character  of  highway 278 

laying  out  a  new  road  is  not  a  discontinuance  of  the  old  one 378 

encroachments  on  any  part  of  a  highway  indictable 237 

what  encroachments  are  held  nuisances 338 

public  is  entitled  to  all  the  highway 338,  340 

is  not  restricted  to  the  traveled  path 241 

duty  to  maintain  streets  and  highways 887 

liability  in  England 287-293 

liability  in  this  country  is  created  by  statute 293,  384 

highways  and  bridges,  including  turnpike  roads  in  defective  condi- 
tion, indictable  as  nuisances 395 

distinction  as  to  locality  and  use  of  highway,  as  to  repair 395 

defectiveness  a  question  of  fact 396 

ordinary  care  as  to  repair  of  roads  no  defense  if  really  defective 396 

pecuniary  inability  no  defense 296 

what  constitutes  defect 297,  299 

injiiries  arising  from  defects  outside  of  highway  limits,  no  liability 

for  on  part  of  the  town 398,  300 

not  bound  to  keep  the  whole  road  in  repair 300 

bound  to  keep  the  margins  clear 300 

snow  and  ice  may  create  obstruction 300,  301 

barriers  must  be  erected  to  prevent  traveler. from  dangerous  places 

at  night 303,  303 

or  in  daytime  when  in  exercise  of  due  care 303 

liability  to  repair  cannot  be  shifted 304 

sudden  injuries  to  highways 304 

no  liability   for  accidents-  resulting  from  giving  way  of  railings  by 

persons  leaning  against  them 305 

general  duty  as  to  repair  of  highways 305,  306 

HOG-PENS : 

liability  for  maintaining  in  public  place 563, 573,  n.,  549,  574,  n. 
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exercising  in  public  places 146 

affected  by  glanders,  allowed  to  go  at  large 147 

to  drink  at  public  watering  place 72,  76 

no  liability  for  keeping  ou  one's  own  premises 147 

HOSPITALS  : 

in  public  place  for  treatment  of  patients  aflBicted   with  contagious 

diseases,  nuisances,  when 72 

person  sick  in  his  own  house,  or  in  his  own  room  at  a  hotel  is  not  a 

nuisance 72 

person  may  use  his  own  premises  for  hospital  purposes  for  cattl* 72 

HOUSE : 

in  filthy  condition,  nuisance 33,  751-754 

on  highway,  insecure,  is Q,  n.  1,  755 

kept  so  as  to  endanger  safety  of  adjoining  property  is 751,  754 

use  of,  for  business  purposes 590-593 

use  for  blacksmithing  purposes , 590,  591 

use  for  printing  office 591 

for  any  extraordinary  purpose  creating  discomfort  to  adjoining 

owners 596,  597,  598 

bawdy-house  is,  and  use  of  for  may  be  enjoined 822 

HOUSE  OF  ILL-FAME : 

See  Bawdy-House. 

INFLAMMABLE  MATERIALS  : 

keeping  of,  in  certain  cases 146 

INDICTMENT : 

See  Remedies  at  Law  ;  Public  Nuisances. 

INJUNCTIONS : 

grounds  upon  which  equity  predicates  its  jurisdiction,  812,  813,  814, 

815,  816 

irreparable  injury  defined 817 

amount  of  damage   not  material 818,  819,  820,  821,  822,  823 

continuous  and  constantly  occurring  grievance  defined 823 

substantial  right  defined 824 

distinction   between    an  injury  to  a  right   and    actual    injury   to 

property 825,  826 

distinction  between  injury  and  damage 826,  827 

damage  defined ' 828,  829,  830 

right  need  not  be  first  settled  at  law 830.  831 

equity  will  take  exclusive  jurisdiction,  when 832 

the  fact  that  a  party  has  a  legal  remedy  not  material 832,  833 

a  substantial  right  of  property  must   be  affected 530,  833,  834 

the  real  test  to  determine  equitable  relief 834 

when  injuries  to  a  "  mere  convenience  "  will  be  enjoined 834,  835 

who  may  maintain  a  bill 835,  836 

equity  will  settle  all  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  certain  cases 836 

equity  jurisdiction,  concurrent  with  that  of  court  of  law 836 

perpetual,  preliminary,  and  mandatory  injunctions 836,  837 

against  whom-  bills  should  be  brought 837,  838 

injunctions  against  threatened  nuisances 838,  839,  840 

what  the  bill  in  such  cases  should  contain 840,  841 

injunctions    against    interference   with   comfortable    enjoyment  of 

property 841,  842 

mere  inconvenience  resulting  from  lawful  act,  will  not  be  enjoined. .  842 

each  case  rests  upon  its  peculiar  circumstances 842,  843 
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extensiveness  or  espensiveness  of  works  no  reason  for  refusing  to 

enjoin 843,  844 

locality  to  be  considered 844,  845 

laches  of  a  party  may  deprive  him  of  equitable  relief 530,  845 

a  party  may  not  sleep  upon  his   rights 845 

what  amounts  to  acquiescence 846,  847 

injunction  after  verdict  at  law 848 

several  persons   acting  separately  may  be  joined   as  defendants   in 

certain  cases 848 

instances  of  trades  against  which  equity  has  granted  relief,  848,  849,  850 

injunctions  to  restrain  interference  with  water  rights 850,  851 

injunctions  against   injuries  to   lateral   and   subjacent    support  of 

laud 851,  852 

injunctions  against  interference  with  party  walls 852,  853 

special   franchises .' 853 

instances   of. 853 

natural   franchises 853,  854 

effect  of  answer  denying  all  tlie  equities  of  the  bill 854,  855 

the  retention  or  dissolution  of  the  inj  unction  upon  coming  in  of  full 

answer,  a  matter  of  discretion 835,  856,  857 

the  motives  of  the  plaintiff  not  material 857 

injunctions  to    restrain    public   nuisances  at    the   suit  of    private 

parties 857,  858 

what  the  bill  should  contain 858 

injunctions  against  public  companies,  when  granted 858,  859 

verdict  at  law  conclusive  upon  question  of  right 859,  860,  861 

when  verdict  at  law  entitles  plaintiff  to  injunction 530 

relative  loss  to  either  party  may  be  considered 530 

the  character  of  the  right  seeking  protection  may  be  considered. . . .  530 

whether  the  injury  is  compensable  in  damages  is  generally  decisive,  530 

the  real  equity  of  the  case  controls 530 

continuous  injury  will  be  enjoi-ned 530 

whether  the  injunction  will  place  the  plaintiff  in  statu  quo  is  an 

element 530 

several  persons  suffering  a  special  common  injury,  though  different 

in  degree,  may  join  in  a  bill  to  enjoin  a  public  nuisance 530 


INJURY  AND  DAMAGE; 
distinction  between. .. . 


825 


INNKEEPERS : 

liability  of,  in  certain  cases 60 

INTIMIDATINa  WORKMEN : 

nuisance  when 143,     144 

combinations  and  acts  calculated  to,  will  be   enjoined 144 

IRON  OR  STEEL  WORKS  : 

nuisances,  when 578,  690,  591,    592 

IRREPARABLE  INJURY: 

defined 817 

JETTY : 

erection  in  navigable  stream,  nuisance,  when 675 

throwing  water  upon  opposite  banks 675 

LANDLORD : 

liability  of,  to  tenant 128-135 

when  liable  for  nuisance  existing  on  demised  premises 78, 141,    142 

when  both  landlord  and  tenant  are  liable 79,     142 
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when  tenant  alone  is  liable 79,  80,  143 

obligation  to  repair 141 

LATERAL  SUPPORT: 

right  of,  extends  only  to  integrity  of  the  soil 166 

no  liability  except  for  actual  subsidence  of 167-169 

rule  in  Farrand  v.  Marshall 169 

when  a  wall  has  been  substituted  for  the  soil  the  right  ceases 180 

does  not  extend  to  artificial  structures  that  sensibly  increase  the  pres- 
sure   172 

where  negligence  can  be  predicated,  liability  attaches 181 

degree  of  care  required 183 

acts  of  the  plaintiil  contributing  to  the  injury 183 

buildings  that  do  not  add  sensibly  to  the  injury  may  be  recovered 

for 173 

distinction  between  injury  to  wall  and  injury  to  building  resting 

wholly  on  the  surface 175 

right  of  support  acquired  by  grant 204 

right  of  support  as  between  two  buildings 204 

right  not  confined  to  adjacent  soil 175-201 

rule  as  to  superincumbent  weight ~. . .  172-174 

review  of  cases 173-184 

rule  of  damages 206 

LEGALIZED  NUISANCES : 

what  acts  are  excused  by  legislative  grant 782,  783 

obligations  imposed  upon  those  acting  under  legislative  grant,  782,  784,  n.  6 
powers  must  be  exercised  in  good  faith  and  in  a  prudent  and  skillful 

manner 784 

must  not  create  nuisance  when  it  can  reasonably  be  avoided 272,  784 

785,  n.  7,  786,  787 

mode  must  be  chosen  that  will  prove  least  injurious 280,  784,  785,  n.  1 

use  of  defective  machinery 785,  786,  787 

authority  to  erect  bridges  across  navigable  streams   272,  787 

when  liable  to  indictment  notwithstanding  the  authority  given,  787,  788 

what  is  covered  by  "  legal  contemplation  "...  787,  788,  791,  792,  795,  796 

legislature  can  only  excuse  from  liability  for  a  public  nuisance,  789,  790 

791,  793 
the  State  cannot  authorize  a  taking  of  property  without  compensa- 
tion  792,  793 

instances  of  what  is  regarded  as  a  "  taking  "  of  property 792,  793 

instances  of  consequential  injuries  that  are  not  actionable 793,  794 

liability  when  work  is  not  properly  exercised 795,  796 

what  is  covered  by  the  appraisal  of  damages 795,  796 

always  liable  for  private  damages  except  where  the  injury  is  covered 

by  the  appraisal 796 

appropriation  of  property  need  not  be  exclusive 796 

an  abridgment  of  its  beneficial  use  is  a  taking  of  property 796 

the  destruction  or  interruption  of  an  easement  is 796 

when  damages  have  been  paid,  all  injuries  resulting  from  such  use 
are  covered  by  them,  but  not  injuries  that  result  from  use  of  other 

property 798 

LEAD : 

melting  of,  nuisance,  when 517,  524 

LEGAL  INJURY: 

what  is 827,  828,  829,  830 

LICENSE  TO  COMMIT  A  NUISANCE  : 

what  is 342-353 

•  115 
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LIMEKILN :                                                                                                     page. 
burning  of,  nuisance,  when 516 

LIVERY-STABLES: 

when  nuisances 570,  571 

noxious  smells  from,  creates 571 

noise  from,  is  in  certain  cases 571 

collection  of  flies  is,  when. .    571 

any  stable  used  for  private  purposes  may  be  a  nuisance  when  improp- 
erly conducted 572 

LOTTERIES  : 

common  nuisances 61 

LOUNGERS  AND  LOAFERS : 

congregating  in  streets,  nuisances  250,    251 

MAD  DOGS  • 

See  Animals. 

MAN: 

act  of,  must  have  contributed  to,  or  there  can  be  no  nuisance. . .   118,     120 

MARBLE  MILLS  : 

near  dwellings,  nuisances,  when 601 

MARSHES : 

emitting  unwholesome  odors,  not  nuisances,  where  water  accumulates 
from  natural  causes 118 

MASTER  AND  SERVANT ; 

liability  of  master  for  nuisance  committed  by  his  servant.  ...  81,  82,  869 

master  and  servant  jointly  liable  for 869 

may  be  indicted  jointly  or  severally 868,  869,  870,  885 

officers  of  corporation  liable  for  nuisances  committed  by  servants  or 

agents 870 

MEAT : 

sale  of  diseased,  actionable,  when 73 

MILL-DAMS : 

See  Mills  and  Mill  Owners. 

MILLS  AND  MILL  OWNERS  : 

measure  of  rights  of,  on  a  stream 339,  340,  458 

effect  of  prior  appropriation 317,  458,  468,  469 

advantage  of  higher  over  lower  mills  a  natural,  rather  than  legal 

advantage 458 

reasonableness  of  use  a  questioh  of  fact 331,  458,  460 

use  must  be  adjusted  to  the  capacity  of  the  stream 372,  459,  468 

as  to  use  of  wheels  and  machinery 340,  373,  459,  467 

as  to  restrictions  in  use  of  machinery 340,  373,  467 

rights,  where  there  is  water  enough  for  all  the  mills,  if  reasonably 

used 459 

upper  mill  owner  must  not  unnecessarily  detain  the  water 459 

detention  for  purpose  of  repairs 376 

relative  benefits  and  inconvenience,  when  considered 460,  470 

right  to  detain,  not  a  right  to  divert  entirely 460 

if  water  is  diverted,  must  be  returned  before  it  reaches  the  lanl  of 

another 460 

right  to  erect  dams 319,  870,  460 

duty  as  to  making  secure 319,  320,  321,  461 
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liability  for  flooding  upper  lands  by 320,  461 

must  not  unreasonably  flood  wheels  of  upper  mill 461 

or  raise  water  so  as  to  impair  value  of  an  upper  power,  whether  it  is 

used  for  mill  purposes  or  not 461 

prescriptive  rights  may  be  acquired  to  use  water  in  any  way  by 

adverse  user  for  the  statutory  period 329,  462 

how  acquired 329,  330,  463 

when  acquired,  are  added  to  the  natural  right 330,  462,  463 

prescriptive  right  to  raise  dam  by  use  of  flush  boards 464,  465 

use  of  flush  boards  actionable,  when 464 

frivolous  use  of  water  gives  no  prescriptive  right 467 

must  not  change  machinery  so  as  to  require  more  water 467 

no  distinction  in  favor  of  ancient  over  modern  mills 467,  468 

every  riparian  owner  has  not  a  right  to  erect  a  dam,  except 467 

must  have  a  mill  site 467 

right  to  divert  water  on  one's  own  land 467 

what  is  a  mill  site 467 

no  right  to  increase  volume  of  water  by  artificial  means 470 

natural  drainage  of  lands  into  stream  not  actionable 470 

if  one  brings  foreign  water  into  stream,  may  use  excess  so  brought 

there 470 

See  Water,  Rights  to  ;  Detention  of  Water  ;  Diversion  of  Water. 

MINERAL  COAL : 

use  of,  nuisance,  when 534,  335 

\ 

MONOPOLIES : 

nuisances,  when 61 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS : 

their  sourcp  of  power 770 

has  no  control  over  nuisances,  except  such  as  is  expressly  given  by 

law 770,7^.1,3,4;  771 

power  to  regulate  and  remove   nuisances,  gives  power  to   impose 

penalties 773 

but  is  restricted  to  common-law  or  statutory  nuisances 772,  n.  1 

they  cannot  declare  that  a  nuisance  which  is  not  in  fact  so 772,  773 

power  to  regulate  or  remove,  does  not  confer  power  to  prevent 773 

nor  to  impose  penalties  for  their  erection 773 

power  to  abate  nuisances,  does  not  give  authority  to  destroy  valuable 

property  or  works  erected  under  lawful  authority 773 

an  ordinance  cannot  be  retroactive 773,  775 

nor  be  operative  unless  the  use  is  in  fact  a  nuisance 773 

ordinance  affords  no  protection  for  destruction  of  property,  unless 

the  property  destroyed  was  in  fact  a  nuisance 773 

such  ordinances  must  not  be  arbitrary  or  unreasonable 773 

774,775,776,  777 

may  regulate  use  of  streets 774 

naay  prevent  erection  of  awnings 775 

may  provide  that  buildings  shall  not  be  erected  of  wood  or  other 

inflammable  materials 775,  776,  n.  4,  5 

may  regulate  .the  size  or  thickness  of  walls 775 

may  provide  for  removal  of  unsafe  structures 775 

it  may  prevent  the  erection  or  suspension  of  signs  in  or  over  streets,  775 
it  may  regulate  or  prohibit  the  maintenance  of  coal  holes,  areas  or 

excavations  of  any  kind  in  its  streets 775 

may  prohibit  the  setting  of  posts  in  the  streets _ 775 

may  prevent  the  erection  of  stoops,   steps,  stairs,  bow  windows  or 

buildings  in  or  over  the  streets 775 

it  may  prevent  the  exercise  of  noxious  trades 775 

*        may  regulute  the  construction  of  wharves,  etc  775 
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it  may  remove  all  obstructions  to  navigation  within   its  corporate 

limits 776 

it  may  prevent  the  erection  of  private  hospitals 776 

may  prevent  immoral  or  indecent  exhibitions 776 

it  may  regulate  the  laying  out  of  cemeteries 776,  ti.  4 

it  may  prohibit  and  punish  fast  driving 776,  n.  4 

it  may  regulate  the  removal  of  bodies  interred  in  its  cemeteries  776,  n.  4 
may  prevent  restaurants,  drinking  saloons  and  other  such  places 

from  being  kept  open,  except  at  certain  hours 776,  n.  4 

it  may  prevent  the  peddling  of  meat,  game  or  poultry  about  its 

streets 776,  n.  1 

it  may  regulate  the  passage  of  animals  through  the  streets ....  774,  n.  1 

it  may  require  all  hoistways  to  be  kept  inclosed 774,  n.  1 

ordinances  must  not  conflict  with  common  or  statutory  law. . .  .  774,  n.  1 

they  must  not  be  exclusive 774,  n.  1 

must  not  operate  as  an  unreasonable  restraint  upon  trade 774,  n.  1 

it  cannot  license  a  nuisance 777,  778,  779 

it  cannot  impose  civil  liabilities   upon  persons  for  violating  its  ordi- 
nances      776,  777,  n.  1 

may  provide  for  removal  of  ice  and  snow  from  its  walks  by  owners 

of  property 776,  777 

liable  to  indictment  for  a  nuisance  maintained  by  it 779,  780,  n.  1 

may  be  liable  to  individuals  for  nuisances  maintained  by  it  on  its 

property 779,  780,  n.  3,  784 


MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS: 

noise  from  may  be  nuisance,  when. 


593,594,    595 


NATURAL  CAUSES: 

no  liability  for  injuries  from  natural  causes. 


118,     120 


NAVIGABLE  STREAMS: 

common-law  rule  as  to 605,  606,  607, 608,  609 

ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  the  test 605 

streams  navigable  in  part,  not  affected  by  the  tides,  regarded  as  high- 
ways, and  burdened  with  public  easement 606,  608,  619 

real  distinction  between  salt  and  fresh -water  streams 600,  019,  620 

title  of  the  State  extends  to  low- water  mark  on  all  tidal  streams 606 

title  of  riparian  owners  to  the  alveu  of  fresh-water  streams 606,  607 

609,613,  614 
all  streams  capable  of  navigable  use  in  their  natural  state,  publici 

juris  in  this  country 611 

navigability  in  fact,  the  test  in  this  country 613 

streams  capable  of  valuable  use  for  floatage,  quasi  navigable 612 

all  streams  in  which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  are  regarded  as  naviga- 
ble in  law 612,  613 

in  some  States  the  rights  of  riparian  owners  on  all  navigable  streams, 

tidal  or  non-tidal,  are  restricted  to  high- water  mark 615 

three  classes  of  navigable  streams  in  this  country 615. 

except  in  tidal  streams  navigability  is  a  question  of  fact 616,  617 

must  be  susceptible  of  valuable  use 616 

must  be  navigable  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year 616 

it  must  be  susceptible  of  such  use  without  artificial  aid 616 

stream  capable  of  valuable  use  for  floatage  in  its  natural  state,  may 
be  used  for  that  purpose  in  seasons  when  except  for  dams  built  upon 

the  stream  it  would  not  be  capable  of  use 617 

riparian  owner  on  floatable  streams  may  apply  the  water  to  use  of 

mills,  not  impairing  its  free  use 618 

dams  erected  so  as  to  prevent  passage  of  logs,  are  a  nuisance 618 

In  floatable  streams  the  public  right  does  not  authorize  a  use  that 

destroys  the  value  of  the  stream  for  manufacturing  purposes 618 
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dams  cannot  be  built  to  aid  the  lioatability  of  the  stream  when  there- 
by the  water  is  detained  from  mills 618 

test  of  fioatability  of  a  stream 619 

in  California,  fioatability  gives  no  public  right 619 

on  tidal  streams  the  owner  of  the  banks  has  no  greater  right  to  the 

stream  than  any  of  the  public 620 

access  thereto  is  not  an  incident  of  his  estate 620,  621,  622,  623,     624 

625,     627 
the  State  may  grant  him  the  right  by  conveying  the  alveus  of  the 

stream  to  low- water  mark 625,     626 

each  State  has  exclusive  j  urisdiction  over  its  internal  streams,  628, 629,  630 
the  State  has  only  a  quasi  j  urisdiction  over  tidal  or  inter-State  streams,  630 
the  State  may  authorize  certain  uses  of  such  streams  by  virtue  of  its 

quasi  j  urisdiction 630 

an  obstruction  in  such  streams  authorized  by  a  State  is  not  a  nuisance 

unless  navigation  is  materiaUy  impaired  631 

material  obstructions,  erected  under  State  authority, are  nuisance. . . .     631 
the  State  stands  to  such  streams  in  the  relation  of  riparian  owner,  631,     633 
unauthorized  obstructions  are  nuisances,  whether  material  obstruc- 
tions or  not 682,  633,  634,     635 

encroachments  not  amounting  to  an  obstruction  are  purprestures. . .     633 

States  may  authorize  improvements  in  the  stream 632,    633 

may  authorize  the  erection  of  wharves,  piers,  slips,  docks  or  any 

actual  aid  to  navigation 632,    633 

but  not  so  as  materially  to  impair  navigation 633 

the  States  own  the  shore  of  all  tidal  and  inter-State  streams 633 

may  convey  its  title  thereto  to  individuals 633 

a  grant  of  the  shore  from  the  State  confers  upon  the  grantee  all  the 

rights  of  a  riparian  owner 633 

any  unauthorized  obstruction  of  a  navigable  stream  is  a  nuisance  if 

it  causes  any  hindrance  to  navigation 634 

even  though  the  public  convenience  therefrom  is  far  in  excess  of  the 

special  inconvenience 634,  also  n.  1,  637,     640 

rule  in  Rex  c.  Ward 634 

deprivation  of  any  advantage,  however  slight,  is  an  obstruction  ....     635 

rule  in  Rex  v.  Grosvenor 635,     636 

a  floating  dock  cutting  ofi"  access  from  the  stream  is  a  nuisance ....  635,  n 
placing  timbers  in  the  stream  so  as  to  cut  oflF  access  thereto  is  a  nui- 
sance    635,  n. 

an  embankment  extending  into  the  stream  is 635,  n.,    636 

barges  or  boats  moored  so  as  to  impede  navigation  are ,  635,  n.,     640 

throwing  ballast  into  the  stream  in  a  port  is 635,  n. 

throwing  rubbish  into  the  stream  is 635,  a. 

or  refuse  from  works,  that  in  any  manner   impairs  the  value  of 

wharves  or  the  port 635,  n.,     645 

a  quay  is 635,  n. 

wharves  below  low-water  mark  are 365  n. ,  636,  n. 

piles  driven  in  the  channel  of  the  stream  are 635,  n.,    642 

buildings  erected  so  as  to  straighten  the  port  are 635,  n. 

an  erection  setting  back  the  water,  is 636,  n, 

a  floating  dock  is 635,  n.,     640 

public  benefits  from,  no  excuse 635,  n. 

a  dam  erected  in  stream  is 636,  n. 

a  bridge  erected  over  the  stream  is 636,  n.,    641 

State  may  authorize  erection  of,  under  certain  restrictions 636,  n. 

a  highway  laid  out  in  or  over  navigable  streams   is,  when 636,  n. 

diverting  the  water  of,  is 636,  n. 

purpresture  defined 636,  637,     638 

a  vessel  disabled  and  sunk  in  navigable  stream  is  not  a  nuisance . .  640 
floating  storehouses  are 640 
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State  has  exclusive  right  to  regulate  the  construction  of  all  facilities 

to  navigation,  in  a  port 640 

no  nuisance  in  navigable  stream  can  be  abated  by  individuals  unless 

specially  obstructed  thereby 640 

a  jetty  erected  in  stream  is 642 

telegraph  vs^ires  laid  in  are,  if  an  actual  obstruction 641 

gas-pipes  are,  in  certain  cases 641,  n. 

taking  water  from,  to  supply  a  city,  is  a  nuisance  when. . .  .642,  643 

644,  642,  n.  2 

pollution  of  the  waters  of,  is  a  nuisance 644,  645 

riparian  owner  on  a  a  tidal  stream  may  erect  a  wharf  on  his  own 

land 645 

but  the  State   may  authorize  a  use  of  the  shore  that  will   deprive 

him  of  this  right 645 

to  constitute  an  obstruction,  vessels  need  not  be  actually  obstructed, 

deprivation  of  any  convenience  even  is,  in  law,  an  obstruction. . . .  646 

when  riparian  owner  may  erect  wharves  on  a  navigable  stream,  647,  648 

rights  of  riparian  owners  in  such  stream 648,  n.  2,  649 

when  public  benefit  will  be  considered 649,  n.,  650,  651,  n. 

question  of  nuisance,  is  always  a  question  for  the  jury 652 

elements  to  be  considered  in  determination  of 652 

distinction  observed  by  the  courts  between  authorized  and  unau- 
thorized   obstructions 652,  653 

NEGLIGENCE : 

generally  not  an  element  in  the  question  of  nuisance. ...  34,  35,  124  et  seq. 

137, 138, 142,  250-267 

no  degree  of  care  will  excuse  a  nuisance 34,  35,  127,  128,  533 

one  who  creates  liable  for  all  the  results,  without  reference  to  the 

means  employed  to  prevent 34,  35,  127,  128,  138,  139,  142,  143 

he  must  prevent 35,  127,  128 

rule  in  Ryland  v.  Fletcher 127,  128 

rule  in  Cahill  v.  Eastman , 135,  136 

rule  in  Tremain  v.  Cohoes  Co 35,  n. 

public  companies,  nuisances  created  by,  when  negligence  must  be 

alleged 136,  137,  533 

lawful  acts  which  create  nuisances  by  reason  of  negligence  in  per- 
forming   533 

gunpowder,  keeping  of,  in  public  places 142,  146 

NITROGLYCERINE  : 

liability  for  keeping 74,  75,  76,  143,  146 

NOISOME  SMELLS: 

nuisance,  when 541-575 

right  to  pure  air  an  incident  of  real  estate 541 

smells  simply  disagreeable  may  be  actionable 543 

must  be  such  as  interfere  with  ordinary  physical  enjoyment 542 

hurtf ulness  not  necessary 544,  550,  560 

offensiveness  to  the  senses  sufficient 11,  544,  550 

declarations  in  actions  for  must  contain  allegations  that  show  the 

thing  complained  of  to  be  a  nuisance 545 

must  allege  the  right  and  its  invasion 546 

slaughter-houses  near  dwellings,  actionable  nuisance,  when 550 

near  highways  and  public  places  indictable 550 

must  be  erected  in  waste  places 550 

fact  of  erection  before  dwellings  or  other  buildings  were  erected  in 

the  vicinity,  no  defense 83,  84,  550,  551,  552,  553 

fact  that  plaintiff  is  a  tenant  from  year  to  year  and  renews  lease  on 

its  expiration,  no  defense 553,  554 
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for  instances  in  which  slaughter-houses  have  been  held  nuisaace,  see 

note  on  page 555 

pollution  of  water  by  discharge  of  blood,  etc.,  into  stream 555 

privies  emitting  noxious  smells,  nuisances 556 

liability  of  owner  for 556,  557 

rule  In  Rex  v.  Pedley 556 

T'ile  in  Tenant  v.  Goldwin 557 

NOXIOUS  VAPORS: 

nuisance,  when 5]  6 

vapors  from  limekiln 516,  518 

from  lead  works 517 

injurious  vegetation 516,  517,  523 

from  glass  works 517,  518 

soap  boileries 518 

public  nuisance  near  highway 518 

injury  to  vegetation  must  be  a  sensible  injury 519 

must  be  clearly  traceable  to  the  vapors 517,  534 

rule  in  Salvin  v.  No.  Brancepeth  Coal  Co 519,  520,  521,  522 

vegetation  need  not  be  indigenous  to  the  soil 523 

presence  of  other  similar  nuisances  no  defense 526 

one  nuisance  does  not  excuse  another 526,  528,  529,  705,  711 

the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  could  make  use  of  his  premises  so  as  not 

to  be  injured  by  the  vapors,  no  defense 526 

vapors  producing  personal  discomfort,  nuisance,  when 526,  527 

discoloration  of  buildings  by 527 

producing  offensive  stenches 527 

delicate  nature  of  the  property  affected,  no  defense 527 

fact  that  defendant  was  not  aware  of  the  noxious  character  of  his 

works,  no  defense 527 

when  locality  may  be  considered 529 

malarial  vapors  from  dams ....    711,  n. 

NUISANCES : 

legal  definition  of 1,  6, 16,  20 

common-law  remedy  for,  not  affected  by  statutory  remedy,  except . .  2,  ti  1 

19 

nuisances  may  in  certain  cases  be  legalized  2 

arise  from  unlawful  use  of  property 3,  13 

must  operate  as  an  invasion  of  another's  right 3,  13 

mere  inconvenience  resulting  from  act  does  not  create,  unless  a  legal 

right  is  violated 13,  14,  15 

things  simply  disagreeable  are  not 13,  543 

do  not  arise  from  a  reasonable  exercise  of  a  right 15 

remedy  for  statutory  nuisances 19 

nuisances  result  from  invasion  of  common-law  rights 19 

distinction  between  nuisance  and  trespass 21 

are  public,  private  or  mixed 21,  22 

never  arise  from  natural  causes 118,  119,  120 

act  of  man  must  contribute  to 118,  119,  120 

buildings  defectively  constructed  are 114 

BO  is  one  constructed  of  improper  materials 114 

owner  of  is  liable  for  all  injuries  resulting  from 114 

water  brought  upon  premises  by  artificial  means  must  be  kept  there 

at  all  hazard 115 

the  same  rule  applicable  to  any  thing  which,  if  not  kept,  will  do  dam- 
age to  others '. 115,  117 

exceptional  instances  when  proper  care  excuses  liability 115 

defective  or  insufficient  drains  or  cess-pools,  liability  for 116,  117 

dams  flooding  lands  .above 119 
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injury  to  land  by  percolation 119 

inj  ury  to  vegetation  creates 119 

injury  to  wells  or  springs 119 

causing    water  to   become   stagnant    and   emit  noxious    smells   or 

vapors 119,  120 

failure  to  remove  water  accumulating  from  natural  causes,  is  not. . .  120 

neglect  to  drain  swamp  lands  not  actionable 120,  121 

when  water  collects  and  becomes  stagnant  because  of  changes  in  nat- 
ural formation  of  ground,  liability  attaches 121 

erection  of  buildings  projecting  over  another's  land 104,  105 

trees  may  become 105,  113 

defective  water-pipes  and  water  closets. .   125,  126,  130,  131,  132,  133,  134 

reservoirs  injuring  lands  by  cutting  oif  drainage 127 

improper  use  of  sewers 137 

changing  natural  condition  of  things 135 

distinction  between  acts  which  may,  and  those  which  must  result  in 

inj  ury,  if  not  properly  kept 134 

when  the  question  of  negligence  is  material 534 

obligation  where  act  is  authorized,  the  natural  effect  of  which  is  to 

endanger  lives  or  property  of  others 138 

mining  shafts,  unfenced 138 

quarries  and  other  dangerous  excavations 139 

the  obligation  is  to  fence,  and  the  interest  or  convenience  of  the  occu- 
pant does  not  excuse 139 

liability  does  not  extend  to  trespassers  or  those  negligently  conduct- 
ing   139 

dangerous  traps  and  spring  guns 139 

placing  poisoned  substances  upon  one's  land 139 

rule  in  reference  to  spring  guns  and  dangerous  traps 140 

defective  private  ways 140 

defective  fences  in  certain  cases 141 

defective  buildings  in  public  places • 142 

when  landlord  and  tenant  both  liable  for 142 

blasting  rocks  near  dwelling  or  highway 142 

keeping  gunpowder,  nitro-glycerine,  damp  jute  or  other  highly  explo- 
sive or  combustible  materials  near  dwellings 143,  146 

liability  for  injuries  from  loaded  guns 143 

injuries  arising  from  force  or  fraud,  in  certain  cases 143 

cooking  range  used  in  improper  place 144 

improper  use  of  fire 146,  148,  149,  150 

hay  ricks,  when  nuisances 145 

exercising  an  unruly  horse  in  a  public  place 146 

watering  horses  aiFected  with  glanders  at  public  watering  place 147 

animals  affected  with  contagious  diseases 147 

carrying  on  a  dangerous  business  near  other  buildings 148,  149 

steam-engine,  use  of,  nuisance,  when 151,  474,  478,  480,  482 

ancient  lights,  injury  to,  actionable  when 151 

private  ways,  obstruction  of 159-165 

interfering  with  support  of  lands 165  et  seq. 

collection  or  retention  of  water  in  stagnant  pools 534,  573,  n,  574  » 

raising  of  rice  may  be 534 

smoke,  when  a  nuisance 473 

noxious  vapors 516 

noisome  smells 541,  542,  549-575 

slaughter-houses,  nuisances,   when. 549-556,  573  n,  574  n 

privies,  nuisances  when 556-563,  574  n,  542  n,  549 

hog-sties,  nuisances  when 563,  573  n,  574  n,  549 

cattle  yards  as  nuisances 564,  574  n,  542  n,  585 

tanneries,  when  nuisances 564,  565,  573  n,  574  n,  577 

Boap  boileries 565-570,  573  n,  574 
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bone  boileries 565-570,  573,  n,  574,  n 

livery-stables   542,  n,  570-572,  573,  n,  574,  n,    585 

deodorizing  works 573,  n,  574,  n 

varnish  works 542,  n,  573,  n,  574,  n 

fat  boiling  works 560,  561,  573,  n,  574,  n 

gas-works 542,  n,  573,  n,  574,  n,    578 

tallow  chandleries  and  melting  houses 542,  n,  560,  561,  573,  n,  574,  n 

petroleum  refineries 573,  7i 

chemical  works 542,  n,  574,  n 

blacksmith  shop 574,  n,    549 

tobacco  mill - 574,  n 

dye-house 574.  n 

mixeu  works .' 574,  n 

candle  factories 549,  574,  n 

glue  works 574,  n 

tripe  works 574,  n 

burning  black  ashes  of  soap 561,  574,  n 

distilleries 574,  n,    561 

use  of  improper  fuel 574,  n 

vitriol  works 542,  n 

lead  works 549 

breweries 549 

copper  works 549 

limekilns 549 

glass  works 549 

any  business  emitting  noxious  smells  a  nuisance 570,    574 

instances  of 570 

noisy  trades,  nuisance,  when 583,     584 

tinsmith  shop,  nuisance,  when 584 

livery-stable 585 

cattle-pens,  noise  from,  nuisance,  when 585 

church  bells,  noise  of,  may  be 585,     586 

test  of  nuisance  from  noise 586,  587,  598,     599 

willful  noise,  for  mischievous  purposes,  actionable  when 587,    588 

rule  in  Carrington  v.  Taylor 588 

noisy  trade,  nuisance  near  dwelling 589 

manufacture  of  steam  boilers  near  dwellings 589 

blacksmith  shop 586,  590,    591 

iron  or  steel  works 578,  590,  591,    592 

trip  hammer  shop 590 

use  of  part  of  building  for  noisy  trade 590,  591,    592 

vibratory  sounds  and  motions 591,     592 

operating  printing  press  may  be  a  nuisance 591 

noise  and  vibration  resulting  from  proper  running  of  railroad  trains 

not  actionable 593,    601 

noise  of  musical  instruments  may  be 593,  594,    595 

instances  of ». 594,    595 

use  of  part  of  dwelling  for  noisy  trade  actionable 596 

rule  in  Ball  v.  Ray 596,  597,     598 

rule  in  Dawson  v.  Moore 598 

nuisances  to  navigation.     See  Navigable  Streams. 

elements  to  be  considered  in  determining  question  of  nuisance  from 

noise ; 598 

hammering  in  part  of  dwelling .*.....    598 

use  of  dwelling  for  unusual  purpose  may  be  actionable  nuisance. . . .     598 

location  may  be  considered 598,    599 

nature  of  trade  producing 598 

length  of  time  noise  exists. 598 

intensity  of  the  noise 598 

effects  produced 599 

116 
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dimiuutiou  in  value  of  property  resulting  from  use  of  other  property 

not  necessarily  actionable 599 

wlien  it  may  be 600 

school  near  dwelling  not  a  nuisance  per  se 600 

may  become  one  by  improper  management 600 

jarring  of  buildings  by  sawing  marble 601 

injury  to  church  property  by  running  railroad  trains  on  the  Sabbath 

is  actionable,  when 602,  603,  604 

no  excuse  for  nuisance 533 

lawfulness  of  act  no  defense 533.  538,  560,  590,  703 

usefulness  or  necessity  of  no  defense 533,  538,  560,  703 

care  and  skill  not  generally  elements  of  defense.  .533,  534,  558,  559,  703 

when  care  and  skill  operate  as  a  defense 534 

relative  convenience  or  damage  not  regarded 534 

smallness  of  the  damage  no  excuse 535 

convenience  of  place  mixed  question  of  law  and  fact 537,  539 

I'lle  in  Pinckney  v.  Ewing 537 

fact   that  nuisance  is  necessary  result  of   exercising  the  trade,  no 

defense 537,  589 

fact  that  the  trade  is  exercised  in  a  proper  manner  no  defense . . .  537,  538 

presence  of  other  nuisance  no  defense 538,  599 

fact  that  others  contribute  to  the  nuisance  no  defense 538 

injury  and  damage  the  test 538 

nuisances  per  se,  what  are 543,  544,  545,  546,  547,  548,  549 

prima  facie  nuisances  defined 543,  547,  563 

no  trade  a  nuisance  per  se 543-549 

fact  that  nuisance  results  'from  inevitable  accident  no  defense 558 

nuisance  must  be  prevented  at  all  hazards 558 

see  note  2  for  rule  when  nuisance  results  in  part  from  natural  and 

artificial  causes 559 

every  action  for  nuisance  stands  upou  its  own  special  facts. ...  575 

the  motive  with  which  act  is  done  of  no  account 603 

if  a  legal  right  is  invaded,  nuisance  may  be  predicated  therefor 575 

time  is  not  an  element,  except  on  question  of  damages 575 

may  be  in  certain  cases  at  suit  of  the  public 576 

trilling  impregnations  of  the  atmosphere  do  not  create  a  nuisance . . .  595 
private   actions   may   be  maintained  for  special  damages  resulting 

from  smoke,  noxious  vapors,  or  noisome  smells,  even  though  the 

nuisance  is  also  public 577-583 

instances  of     577,  578,  579,  580,  581 

license,  when  available  as  a  defense 343-353 

actual  benefits  to  the  person  injured,  no  defense 343 

burden  of  establishing  nuisance  is  upon  him  who  seeks  to  establish 

it 534 

See  Private  Nuisances  ;  Public  Nuisances  ;  Smoke  ;  Noxious  Va- 
pors ;  Noisome  Smells  ;  Navigable  Streams  ;  Highways  ; 
Pollution  of  Waters  :  Noise. 


OBSCENE  BOOKS : 

publication  or  keeping  of,  a  nuisance 
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OBSTRUCTION : 

See  Highways  ;  Navigable  Streams. 

PARTY  WALLS  : 

what  are 308,  209,  311 

conveyance  creating 307 

easement,  when  created 809 

passes  with  the  estate  as  incident  to  it,  can  only  be  created  by  stat- 
ute, grant  or  prescription '. 211.  313 
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party- wal]  in  parts  of  same  building 209,  312 

extent  of  right ...  212 

liability  to  contribute  to  repair  of 213 

no  liability  to  contribute  to  expense  of  rebuilding  exists 213,  220 

agreement  to  maintain  is  personal,  and  does  not  run  with  the  land,  214 
recording  an  agreement  to  contribute,  does  not  change  its  personal 

character 215 

use  of  party-wall  does  not  create  liability 213 

rule  in  Ohio 215,  216 

rule  varied  by  statutes  and  ordinances 216 

interest  of  each  owner  in  the  wall 217 

adjoining  owners  are  quasi  tenants  in  common  of  the   wall,  but  not 

of  the  land 217 

land  of  each  as  charged  with  easement 217 

the  duration  of  the  easement  is  commensurate  with  the  duration  of 

the  wall 218 

the  easement  ceases  when  the  wall  falls  into  actual  decay  .    ...  219,  220 

rights  of  either  party  in  the  use  of  the  wall 220 

repairs  may  be  made  by  either  party 221-224 

the  necessities  of  the  owners  do  not  control 225 

the  wall  must  really  have  become  unsafe 225 

the  height  of  the  wall  may  be  increased,  when 225 

must  not  be  weakened 225 

either  owner  interferes  with  the  wall  at  his  peril 221 

no  degree  of  care  or  skill  will  shield   from   liability   when   injury 

results 221 

rule  in  Ohio 226 

PERCOLATION : 

liability  for  injuries  from 115,  116  119 

cess-pools 119 

sewers 117 

dams 119 

drains 117 

reservoirs 124,  125,  126,  127,  128 

no  liability  for  preventing  water  from  percolating  into  another's  soil,  897 

PETROLEUM  REFINERY : 

a  nuisance 573,  n 

PIERS  : 

unauthorized,  purpresture  when 

nuisance  when 94,  635,  n 

PILES : 

driving  in  navigable  stream,  nuisance  when GS5n.  642 

PLACARDS : 

posting  of,  nuisance  when 143 

near  dwelling  or  place  of  business,  nuisance  when 143 

POISONOUS  SUBSTANCES: 

placing  of,  on  one's  own  land,  actionable  when 139 

POLLUTION  OF  WATER : 

right  to  water  in  its  natural  state 697,  698 

the  same  right  exists  in  fresh-water  navigaWe  streams 698,  699 

no  distinction  as  to  the  cause  of  the  pollution 699,  700 

distinction  where  the  owner  of  the  banks  does  not  own  the  shore. .  700 

rule  in  Conservators,  etc.,  v.  Kingston 700 

slight  pollution  not  actionable 700,  701 
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stream  having  been  devoted   to  secondary  uses,  does  not  warrant  an 

increase  of  pollution 701,  702 

public  convenience  no  excuse 702,  703 

difficulty  and  expense  of  obviating  no  excuse 702,  703 

distance  from  wliich  oifensive  matter  comes  of  no  account 703,  704 

prescriptive  right  to  pollute  may  be  defined 704 

right  of  prescription  must  not  be  exceeded .704,  705 

appreciable  increase  requisite,  when 705 

when  pollution  will  be  enjoined 706 

actual  damage  not  necessary 707 

erection  of  cess-pools  near  wells 707,  708 

must  violate  primary  or  secondary  right,  distinction  between. . .  .708,  709 

710 

what  are  primary  uses 710 

artificial  water-coui^es,  pollution  of 710 

rule  in  Potter  v.  Froment 711 

rendering  water  stagnant 711 

rule  in  Brown  v.  Russell 712,  713 

injuries  to  secondary  uses 714,  715 

anuisance,   when 697,  698,  699  ?i.  1,  703 

degree  of  pollution  requisite 698,  700,  708 

no  distinction  between  navigable  and  unnavigable  streams  so  far  as 

use  for  domestic  purposes  are  concerned 698,  699 

twenty  years'  user  does  not  confer  prescriptive  right  in  public  streams .  699 

source  of  pollution  of  no  account,  nothing  will  justify  it 699 

legislature  cannot  confer  the  right  to  pollute,  in  certain  cases 699 

otherwise,  when  water  has  been  given  over  to  secondary  uses. . .  .699,  701 

rule  in  Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge,  Wells  Impt.  Co 701,  703 

public  convenience  or  necessity,  will  not  excuse 702 

rule  in  Attorney-General  v.  Leeds 702 

difficulty  and  expense  of  obviating  nuisance  of  no  account 702 

fact  that  others  are  doing  the  same  thing,  no  defense.  .702,  703,  705,  709 

may  be  shown  in  mitigation  of  damages 703 

pollution  that  creates  disagreeable  odors  actionable 698 

destroying  its  value  for  domestic  use 698 

rendering  it  foul  so  that  cattle  will  not  drink  it 710 

placing  any  thing  in  a  stream  that  disgusts  the  senses 698 

depositing  dead  animals  in 696 

erecting  privies  over 698 

discharging  refuse  from  breweries  into 698,  n.  8,  635  n.  645 

slight  pollution  not  actionable 700,  701,  708,  709,  710 

must  operate  to  unfit  it  for  domestic  use  or  to  produce  an  invasion  of 

some  legal  right 703,  704 

prescriptive  right  to  pollute  by  twenty  years'  user 704,  705,  709,  710 

right  restricted  to  the  user 704,  705 

burden  of  establishing  pollution  is  upon  the  plaintiffi 703 

the  pollution  must  be  appreciable 704 

if  other  works  of  a  similar  character  contribute  to  the  pollution  this 

does  tot  operate  to  excuse 704,  705 

when  stream  has  been  given  over  to  secondary  uses,  it  must  be  shown 

that  the  defendant  appreciably  increases  the  pollution 704,  705 

actual  damage  need  not  be  proved 705,  n.  3,  706,  707 

it  is  no  answer  to  say  that  the  matter  turned  into  the  stream  improves 

the  water 707 

legal  as  distinguished  from  actual  damage 707 

equity  will  enjoin,  when 706 

eewage  from  towns  may  not  be  discharged  into. . .  .700,  701,  702,  708,  704 
fact  that  withholding  the  refuse  discharged  into  stream  by  defendant 

will  not  materially  tend  to  lessen  the  nuisance,  no  defense 705 
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throwing  rubbish  from  works  into  a  stream  actionable,  when 635,  n. 

placing  refuse  from  quarries  in  a  stream 635,  n. 

primary  use  of  water  defined 710 

pollution  of  water  of  an  artificial  water-course,  nuisance  when. .....     710 

pollution  of  the  water  of  a  well  or  spring  actionable 707,     708 

erection  of  cess-pools  near,  actionable  when 707,     708 

pollution  resulting  from  impregnation  of  the  earth   near,  with   nox- 
ious matter,  actionable 707,     708 

discharging  matter  into  a  stream  that  impairs  its  value  for  manufac- 
turing purposes,  actionable  * 709,  714,  and  n.  1. 

erection  of  dams  or  other  artificial  structures  that  renders  the  water 

stagnant,  actionable 711,  n.  2. 

discharging  sawdust  from  a  mill  into    stream,  actionable  when 711 

maintenance  of  ditches  or  drains   actionable  when 711,  712,     713 

discharging  refuse  from  tannery  into  stream,  actionable  when,  714,  n 

715,  n. 

refuse  from  gas-works 714,  n. 

refuse  from  dye-works 714,  n. 

refuse  from  paper-mill 715,  n. 

refuse  from  flax-mill 715,  n. 

placing  any  thing  in  a  stream  that  impairs  its   value  for  manufac- 
turing purposes,  actionable 714,  715,  n. 

POUDRETTE  WORKS: 

a  nuisance 574,  n 

PRESCRIPTON  FOR  NUISANCES: 

prescriptive  rights,  ancient  and  modern  rule 717 

presumption  of  grant  not  conclusive 717,  718 

character  of  the  user  determines  the  right 718 

right  not  to  be  measured  by -the  claim 719 

distinction  between  direct  and  indirect  invasion  of  rights 719,  720 

rule  in  Crosby  v.  Bessey 720,  721 

confusion  of  doctrine  in  this   country 721 

review  of  cases 721,  723,  723,  724 

difficulty  of  sustaining  the  right 724,  725 

fact  of  exercise  of  noxious  trade  in  a  locality  not  enough.  .725,  726,  727 

rule  in  Flight  v.  Thomas .' 728 

burden  of  establishing  the  right  on  him  who  sets  it  up 728 

character  of  the  acts  requisite  to  establish 729,  730 

acquiescence  of  a  tenant   not  enough 731 

interruptions  of  a  right  will   defeat  it 731 

right   begins  to   run  only  from  time   when   actual   legal   injury  is 

inflicted 731,  732 

extent  of  the  user  and  continuity  thereof 733 

distiuction  between  actual   invasion  of  lands   by  physical  agencies, 
and  an  invasion  by  invisible.     The  right  gained  must  be  equal  to 

that  exercised 733,  734 

user  may  be  varied 734 

Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells  Improvement  Co 735,  736 

right  may  be  varied  but  not  exceeded 730,  734,  735,  737 

rule  in  Baxendale  v.  Murray 737,  738 

rule  when  one  in  whom  the  right  exists  sells  part  of  his  land .  .  738, 

739,740,741,  742 

no  prescription  for  a  public  nuisance,  721,  722,  723,  724,743,  744,  745,  746 

rule  in  Regina  v.  Brewster 746 

rule  in  reterence  to  vacant  lots 745 

how  right  may  be  lost 745,  746,  n. 

right  to  pollute  water  acquired  by  twenty  years'  user 737,  738 

right  .to  divert  water  acquired  by  user 329 

right  to  use  water  in  any  manner  may  be  acquired  by  long  user. . . ,  329 
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right  of  way  may  be  acquired 733 

presumption  that  all  acts  are  lawful  done   upon  one's  own  premises,  739 

user  is  the  measure  of  the  right 718,  719,  738,  739 

user  must  be  open,  continuous,  adverse  and  uninterrupted 718,  731 

user  must  have  operated  as  an  actual  invasion  of  the  rights  of   the 

owner  of  the  servient  estate 719,  730,  731 

difBculty  in  establishing   right  to  pollute  the   air,  780,  731,  734,  735, 

738,  733,  734 

right  must  be  established  by  him  who  sets  it  up 733,  734 

must  be  as  extensive  as  the  injury  charged 737,  738,  739 

if  right  is  claimed  to  send  polluted  air  over   another's  land,  it  must 
be  shown  to  have  been  sent  there  to  an  equal   extent  for  twenty 

years 734,  737,  738,  739 

a  prescription  cannot  be  divided 737 

proof  of  a  right  less  than  that  claimed  and  exercised  is  of  no  avail,  735 

PRINTING  OFFICE : 

use  of  dwellings  for,  a  nuisance,  when 518,  591 

PRIVATE  ACTIONS  FOR  PUBLIC  NUISANCES: 

special  and  particular  damage  necessary  to  uphold. ...    655 

damage  must  be  different  from  that  common  to  all 656,  670 

slight  damage  sufficient 656,  657,  667,  668 

injury  to  property;  direct  or   consequential,  sufficient 657,  658 

rule  in  Paine  v.  Fatrich 658 

rule  in  Hart  v.  Bassett.  .■ 658,  659 

rule  in  Morley  v.  Pragnall 659 

rule  in  Chichester  «.  Lethbridge 659 

instances  of    special  injury 659,  660 

loss  resulting  from  delay  by  obstruction  of  highway  sufficient. .  660,  661 

obstr acting  a  common  watering  place 661 

being  compelled  to  transport  goods  by  a  longer  route 661,  663,  663 

cutting  off  access  to  premises  sufficient. 663,  664 

preventing  passage  over  navigable  stream  resulting  in  special  loss. . 

664,665,  671 
mere  obstruction  not   sufficient.    Instances  of  special   damage,  665, 

666,  667 

loss  of  time  and  labor  in  removing  obstruction,  sufficient 667,  668 

loss  of  trade  by  reason  of  obstruction 667 

cutting  off  approach  to  wharf  on  public  river 668 

number  injured,  of  no  importance , . . ,  669 

rule  in  Houck  v.  Waucher 670,  671 

being  turned  out  of  his  route,  when  sufficient 671 

rule  in  Powers  v.  Irish 671 

rule  in  Cook  v.  Corporation  of  Bath 671,  673 

can  be  no  recovery  for  the  common  injury 672 

common  injury  defined 673,  673,  674 

discomfort  resulting  from  noxious  trades,when  special  injury,  577-603,  674 

bawdy-house,  establishment  of,  when   actionable 674 

sale  of  unwholesome  food 674,  Q'^5 

a  nuisance  may  be  both  public   and  private  675,  676,  679 

rule  in  Attorney-General  v.  Earl  of  Lonsdale 675 

rule  in   Sampson  ■».  Smith 676 

rule  in  Mills  ®.  Hall 676,  677 

rule  in  Francis  v.  Schoellkoppf 577,  677  678 

rule  in  Soltau  v.  De  Held 579,  678  679 

instances  of  special   damage , 679 

the  gist  of  actions  for   inj  uries  from   public  nuisances  is  the  special 

damage  which  must  be  alleged  and  proved 681 

actions  sustained  to  support  private  rights 681,  683 
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injury  to  a  vested  right,  sufBcient 682,  683 

distinction  between  public  and  private  rights 684,  685 

injuries  to  private  rights,  always  actionable  685 

simple  obstruction  of  highway  without  special   injury,  actionable  in 

certain  cases 685,  686 

actions  upheld,  to  prevent  imposition  of  servitudes  upon  estates,  686,  687 

when  private  actions  will  be  upheld  for  protection  of  private  rights,  687 

rule  in  Wesson  «.  Washburn  Iron  Co 578,  688,  689,  690 

best  method  of  illustrating  the  doctrine  of  the  courts 690 

rule  in  Seelev  'o.  Bishop 690,  691 

rule  in  O'Brien  v.  Norwich  &   Worcester  R.  R*  Co 691,  692 

why  relief  was  denied  in  this  case 693 

rule  in  Higbee  v.  Camden  &  Amboy  R.  R.  Co 692,  693 

rule  in  Stetson  v.  Faxon 694 

any  obstruction  of  or  injury  to  a  private  right  is   actionable. . . .  B94,  695 

personal  inj  ury  sufficient 695 

special  instances  of  injuries  from    obstruction  of  highway 695 

delay  in  journey,  when   actionable 695,  696 

when  party  has  private  righ't  in  public  way 696 

personal  injury  always  actionable  when  person  injured  is  free  from 

fault 696,  697 

rule  in  Ottawa  Gas  Co.  v.  Thompson 578 

rule  in  Peck  v.  Elder 579 

special  injuries  defined 579,  580 

rule  in  Rex  v.  Dewsnap 580 

rule  in  Robins'  case 581 

general  rule 581 

when  indictments  lie 581,  582 

PRIVATE  NUISANCES: 

right  of  dominion  in  owner  of  the  soil 103,  104 

overhanging  another's  land,  a  nuisance , .  104,  105 

ejectment  will  not  lie  against  person  making  the  erection 105 

no  actual  damage  necessary  to  sustain  "an  action 104,  105,  106 

such  nuisance  may  be  abated  before  damage  is  done,  but  see  distinc- 
tion in  Norrice   v.  Baker 105,  106 

generally  nuisance  cannot  be  abated   until  it   actually  exists.     Ex- 
ceptions to  the  rule 106 

trespass  will  not  lie.     Reynolds  v.  Clark 106,  107,  108,  109,  110 

such  erections  are  injuries  to  the   right  of  another 110,  111 

a  person  making  erection  on  the  line  of  his  land  is  bound   to   keep 

the  water,  snow  and  ice  from  falling  on  another's  land Ill 

rule  in  Thomas  v.  Kenyon Ill,  112 

kind  of  projections  that  create  nuisances 112,  113 

rule  in  Lonsdale  ■».  Nelson 113 

trees  whose  branches  project  over   another's  land,  nuisances,  when,  113 

insecure  building  a  nuisance 114 

duty  of  owners  as  to  gutters,  etc 114,  115 

duty  as  to  dangerous  uses  of  property 114,  115- 

liability  for  escape  of  water  brought  upon  one's  premises 115,  116 

liability  for  insufficient  drains 116 

rule  as  to  cess-pools,  sewers,  etc.     Alston  v.  Grant 116,  117 

distinction  between  natural  and  artificial  causes  of  injury,  117,  118,  119 

liability  for  setting  back  water  by  dam  or  otherwise 119,  120 

person  not  bound  to  drain  his  land 120,  121,  122 . 

house  owner  is  bound  to  prevent  injury  to  his  neighbor  by  reason  of 

his  erection 123,  124 

rule  in  Wilson  v.  Citv  of  New  Bedford 124,  125 

rule  in  Fletcher  v.  Rylands 125,  126,  127,  128 

rule  as  to  occupants  of  different  floors  of  the  same  building.     Ross 

y.  Fedden 128,  129,  130,  131,  132 


928  INDEX. 

PRIVATE  NULHA^CES— Continued.  pagb. 

liability  of  landlord  to  tenant  for  nuisances 132,  133,  134 

vis  major.     Carstairs  v.  Taylor 133,  134 

distinction  between  acts  which  may  and  those  which  must  produce 

inj  ury   to  others 134 

rule  in  Rockwood  v.  Wilson 134,  135 

rule  in  Cahill  v.  Eastman .  135,  136 

when  question  of  negligence  is  material 136,  137 

rule  in  Phinzey  v.  The  City  of  Augusta 137,  138 

liability  of  mine   owner 138,  139 

restrictions  upon  one,'s  use  of  his  premises 139,  140 

spring  guns  in  dwellings  or  stores 140 

liability  as  to  walks  or  paths  on  one's  premises 140,  141 

liability  for  non-repair  of  fences 141 

liability  of  landlord  to  tenant  when  no  covenant  to  repair 141 

who  liable  for  maintaining  ruinous   house 141,  143 

dangerous  occupations,  and  keeping  explosive  or  highly  combustible 

articles,  when  a   nuisance 143,  143 

nuisances  arising  from  force  or  fraud 143,  144 

rule  in  Grady  v.  Walsner 144,  145 

negligent  acts  creating  nuisances 145,  146 

negligence  in  sufifering  dangerous  animals  to  go  at  large 146,  147 

diseased  animals,  when  nuisances 147 

negligence  as  to  fire 148,  149,  150,  151 

rule  in  League  v.  Journey 149,  150 

ancient  lights 151-159 

private  ways , 159-165 

liability  for  injuries  from  fall  of  objects  placed  over  street  or  high- 
way    363 

PRIVIES  : 

nuisances  when 119,  556 

liability  of  owner  for 119,  133,  556,  557 

rule  in  Rex  v.  Pedley 556 

rule  in  Tenant  v.  Goldwin 557 

rule  in  Smith  v.  Humbert 866 

PRIVATE   V^AYS: 

how  created ' 159 

way  in  gross,  what  is 160 

way  appendant,  what  is 160 

extent  of  right 160 

ways  by  necessity 160 

use  of,  must  not  exceed  right 161 

title  of  the  soil  in  the  owner  of  the  land 161 

an  easement  only  vests  in  the  person  using 161 

restriction  upon  owner  of  the  fee 161 

obstructions  of,  actionable 161,  162,  165 

owner  of  the  easement,  bound  to  repair 163 

obstruction  by  several  persons  acting  separately  amounting  to  nui- 
sance, rule  as  to 163 

prescriptive  ways  measured  by  use 161 

owner  of  soil  cannot  impair  the  value  of  the  right 161 

may  use  it  in  any  way  that  does  not  impair  the  right 161 

may  sink  drains  or  water-courses  beneath  it 161 

may  dig  cellars  beside  it 161 

may  erect  houses  with  doors  opening  on  to  it 161 

or  with  blinds  opening  over  it 161 

may  maintain  trespass  or  ejectment  in  certain  cases 161 

use  of  way  vested  in  several  persons 163 

public  may  acquire  prescriptive  right  to  use  a  private  way  in  certain 

cases 163 
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building  over  a  private  way  actionable  when 162 

making  excavations  near  a  private  way,  actionable  when 163 

insecure  erections  near,  nuisance,  when 163 

PUBLIC : 

cannot  maintain  a  public  nuisance 95,  100 

may  permit  purprestures 95 

may  arrent  or  demolish  purprestures 95 

right  of  conservation  in  navigable  streams 98 

benefit  as  defense  against  a  nuisance 98 

PUBLICATION : 

of  false  rumors  calculated  to  excite  alarm 75 

PUBLIC  NUISANCES : 

defined 23,  35,  26,  39,  77 

must  produce  a  common  effect 36 

must  injure  or  annoy  all  who  come  within  its  sphere ^,  37 

no  prescription  for 37,  743,  744,  745 

to  constitute,  injury  from  must  be  such   that,  if    affecting  private 

rights  only,  it  would  be  actionable 38 

an  entire  community  need  not  be  annoyed  by 30 

it  is  enough  if  it  is  an  annoyance  to  all  who  come  within  its  sphere,  30 

location  proper  to  be  considered 31,  32 

a  question  of  law  and  fact 32 

per  se 32 

acts  in  derogation  of  public  morals  or  public  decency  are .32,  33 

a  place  where  offenses  punishable  by  fine  are  committed 33 

a  house  in  public  place,  kept  in  filthy  and  negligent  condition 33 

reckless  driving  in  a  public  street  is 33 

an  obscene  publication  is 33 

screening  coal  in  a  public  place 34 

exhibiting  a  stud  horse  in  a  public  place 34 

urinating  in  a  spring  where  the  public  are  accustomed  to  drink.   ...  34 

care  and  skill  no  defense 35 

bawdy-houses 36 

obscene  books,  pictures,  etc.,  having  possession  of 73 

keeping  gunpowder,  nitro-glycerine,  etc.,  in  public  place 74 

places  of  amusement  nuisances  when 46-58 

disorderly  houses  are 43-46 

hospitals  are,  when 72 

collection  of  crowds  in  public  place 60,  61 

diseased  meat,  sale  of 73 

low  exhibitions <. 61,  74 

fire-works,  manufacture  of 74 

publications  creating  false  alarm  and  anxiety 75 

emigrant  depots 72 

cock  pits 59 

keeping  dangerous  animals 76 

assignation,  house  of 45 

exposure  of  persons  with  contagious  disease .• 72 

slaughter-houses 4,  76,  78 

sheep  affected  with  foot  rot 73 

adulterous  relations,  living  in 71 

theaters,  when 63 

common  scold 63,  63 

eavesdroppers     ; 64-65 

indecent  exposure  of  person 65-71 

lotteries 61 

monopolies 61 

117 


930  INDEX. 

PUBLIC  NUISANCES  —  Continued.  page 

gaming-houses 58,  59 

tippling  houses 46 

noxious  trades  in  public  places 76 

making  of  loud  noises  and  disturbance  in  the  night-time 76 

keeping  hogs  in  a  public  place 76 

maintaining  mill-dams  that  affect  the  health  of  a  neighborhood 76 

making  varnish  in  a  public  place 78 

See  Private  Nuisances  ;  Smoke  ;  Noxious  Vapors  ;  Noisome 
Smells ;  Noise ;  Highways ;  Navigable  Streams;  Remedies 
AT  Law. 

RAILROADS  : 

not  nuisances  per  se 783 

when  erected  without  authority  or  outside  the  limits  of  its  grant 

they  are 269 

when  improperly  constructed  are 269,  270,  782,  783,  785 

when  improperly  conducted  are 785,  786 

when  defective  machinery  is  used 785 

engines  that  scatter  coals 269,  786 

engines  without  proper  spark  protectors 269,  786 

blowing  whistle  or  letting  off" steam  at  improper  times  and  places.  . .  270 

running  trains  near  churches  on  the  Sabbath 602,  603 

must  conform  to  its  authority 269,  270,  271,  272,  787,  788,  789 

when  acts  are  covered  in  legal  contemplation  by  its  charter. . . .  787,  788 

what  damages  are  covered  by  appraisal 786,  792,  793,  794 

what  are  not 784,  795 

injuries  arising  to  land  owner  from  improper  use  of  other  land 795 

noise,  etc. ,  from  proper  running  of  trains  not  actionable 794 

jarring  of  buildings  by,  not  actionable 593 

liable  for  excess  of  authority 787,  788-792 

liable  for  noise,  smoke  and  dust  resulting  from  workshops  near  dwel- 
lings    591,  592 

liable  for  depriving  one  of  access  to  his  premises 793 

REMEDIES  AT  LAW : 

classification  of  remedies 863 

compensatory  remedy 863 

action  by  landlords 864 

actions  by  tenants 864,  865,  866 

rule  in  Smith  v.  Humbert 866 

what  the  declaration  should  contain 866,  867,  868 

where  many  contribute  to  nuisance  any  one  may  be  charged 868 

title  of  defendant  may  not  be  stated 868,  869 

former  recovery  no  bar 869 

officers,  agents  and  servants  of  corporation  liable 869 

nuisance  must  be  distinctly  stated 869,  870,  871 

tenants  in  common  may  join 872 

sale  of  premises  does  not  prevent  liability 872,  '  873 

owner  of  demised  premises  liable  when 873 

in  actions  for  public  nuisances  special  damage  must  be  alleged 873 

instances  of 873,  874 

when  negligence  may  be  alleged 874,  875 

when  scienter  must  be  alleged 875 

no  power  in  courts  to  direct  abatement  of  nuisance,  except  when 

given  by  statute 876 

when  party  may  abate  of  his  own  motion 876 

the  thing  abated  must  be  a  nuisance 877 

instances  of 877,  878,  879 

when  dangerous  animals  may  be  killed 879 

dangers  attendant  upon  personal  abatement 879 
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effect  of  plea  of  not  guilty 879,  880 

when  special  matter  must  be  plead 880,  881 

burden  of  proof 881 

agency  no  defense 881,  883 

plaintiff  must  prove  his  right 882 

what  indictments  must  contain 882 

location  must  be  given 882,  883 

instances  of 883,  884 

indictments  for  obstruction  of  highways 884 

disorderly  houses 884 

publication  of  obscene  books,  etc 884,  885 

when  indictment  will  lie  against  landlord 885,  886 

noxious  trades  near  highways,  etc 886 

when  "ad  commune  nocumentum  "  should  be  used 886 

RIGHTS : 

violation  of,  create  a  nuisance 333,  827,  828 

damage  need  not  result 818,  819 

when  damage  will  be  presumed 333 

distinction  between  injury  to  a  right  and  injury  to  property  itself,  825,  826 

RIPARIAN  OWNER: 

See  Water  ;  Navigable  Streams. 

RIVERS :      ■ 

See  Water  ;  Navigable  Streams. 

ROOF: 

pitch  roof  projecting  over  a  street,  a  nuisance 112,  113,  262,  263 

erected  so  as  to  shoot  rain,  snow  or  ice  on  to,  is  a  nuisance   262,  263 

SAWDUST : 

discharge  of  into  a  stream  actionable,  when.    711 

SCHOOL-HOUSE  : 

not  necessarily  a  nuisance  near  dwellings 600 

SHAFTS  : 

sunk  by  mine  owner  must  be  fenced 138 

liability  continues  so  long  as  control  of  shaft  exists 138 

SHEEP: 

afflicted  with  foot  rot,  no  liability  for  keeping 147 

liability  if  they  escape 147 

notice  of  diseased  condition  of  flock,  must  be  given  in  certain  cases . .  147 

SIGNS : 

suspended  over  a  street,  a  nuisance 262,  263 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES : 

fvima  facie  nuisances 544,  550,  549-556 

near  dwellings  actionable  nuisances ' 550 

near  highways  or  in  public  place  indictable 550 

SMOKE: 

nuisance  when 478 

from   steam-engine 474,  478 

developed  in  reasonable  use  of  property  for  ordinary  purposes,  not . .  472 

477 

use  of  improper  fuel  is 477,  480 

chimneys  improperly  erected  are 477,  478,  480 
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must  impair  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property 474,  478 

mere  inconvenience,  mere  disagreeableness  not  enough. . . .  474,  481,  483 

tangible  injury  to  property  by 478,  488,  487,  488 

discoloration  of  furniture  and  goods  by 478,  483,  487 

cinders,  asbes  and  soot  from 478,  479,  483,  487 

•     injury  to  water  by  soot,  asbes  and  cinders 479 

injury  to  clothes  hung  up  to  dry 479,  487 

planing  mills  run  by  steam,  nuisances  when 474,  478,  480,  482,  487, 7i 

blacksmith  shop,  when  nuisance 479 

chimneys  must  be  so  arranged  as  to  carry  off  the  smoke 480 

smoke  from  glass-works 481 

fact  that  plaintiflF  might  use  his  property  so  that  smoke  would  not 

aflFftct  injuriously,  no  defense 481 

unpalatable  smoke 482 

rule  in  Saville  v.  Killner 481 

smoke,  noise  and  sparks  from  planing  mill. 482 

must  afEect  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property 484 

location  may  be  considered     484,  485 

the  fact  that  there  are  other  similar  establishments  or  nuisances  in 

the  neighborhood,  no  defense 485,  486 

fact    that    other  establishments   contribute    to    the    nuisance   is  no 

defense 486 

discoloration  of  buildings  from  smoke 487 

question  of  nuisance  from  smoke  ia  one  of  fact,  for  the  jury,  in  each 

case , 488 

comfortable  enjoyment  of  property  must  be  sensibly  diminished. . . .  488 

physical  discomfort  from  488 

numerous  uses  of  property  held  to  be  nuisances 487,  n  7 

rule  for  determining  question  of  nuisance  to  the  comfortable  enjoy- 
ment of  property 489,  490,  491 

smoke  and  noise  combined 489,  490 

smoke  from  lime  kiln 499,  491 

smoke  from  brick  burning  491,  492,  493 

rule  of  damages 494,  495 

disparity  in  convenience  or  damage  will  not  be  considered 496 

the  right  and  its  invasion  is  the  real  issue 496 

smallness  of  damage  is  no  bar  to  a  recovery  ...    496,  497 

usefulness,  lawfulness  or  necessity  even,  of  the  trade  no  defense  . . .  496 

497,  498 

fact  that  it  is  carried  on  in  the  usual  way  no  defense 497 

impregnating  the  air  with  dust  or  chaff  is  a  nuisance  498 

screening  coal  is 498 

flour-mill  emitting  dust  and  chaff  is 498 

right  to  the  air  in  its  natural  purity 471,  472 

the  right  to  pure  air  not  an  absolute  right 472 

impregnations  that  are  actionable 473,  474,  475,  476,  477 

reasonable  uses  of  property  for  ordinary  purposes  exceptional . .  477,  478 

steam-engine,  use  of,  nuisance  when 474,  478,  479 

blacksmith  shop,  nuisance  in  some  localities 479,  480 

use  of  fuel  that  develops  dense  smoke 480 

ordinary  uses  must  be  reasonable 480,  481 

smoke  that  vitiates  taste,  a  nuisance 481,  482,  490,  491 

pungent  smoke,  soiling  clothes  hung  out  to  dry 482 

483,  484,  485  486,  487 

smoke  alone  as  a  nuisance 487,  488,  489 

smoke  alone,  or  noise  alone,  may  be  a  nuisance 489,  490 

smoke  that  injures  property  or  impairs  its  enjoyment 490 

impregnation  of  air  with  smoke,  gas  and  dust. 490,  491 

interferences  with  ordinary  physical  comfort 491.  492,  493 

delicate  character  of  property  affected,  no  defense 493,  494,  495 
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diminution  of  value  of  property  not  enough 495,  496,  497,  498 

the  disparity  in  pecuniary  loss  no  defense 498,  499 

impregnation  of  the  air  with  dust  of  chaff 498,  499 

fact  that  trade  is  lawful  no  defense 498 

brick  burning  as  a  nuisance 499-514. 

fact  that  premises  produce  brick-clay  no  defense 499,  500 

convenience  of  place  no  excuse 500 

actual  injury  the  test  of  nuisance.     Duke  of  Grafton  v.  Hilliard. .  .  500 

501.  503 

not  a  nuisance  per  se.     Donald  v.  Humphrey     502,  503 

coming  to  a  nuisance  no  defense.     Barwell  v.  Brooks 503 

convenience  of  the  manufacturer,  and  natural  product  of  raw  mate- 
rial, no  excuse 503,  504 

injury  to  vegetation.     Pollock  v.  Lester 504,  505 

convenience  of  place,  and   manner  of  conducting   business,   no  de- 
fense.    Beardmore  v.  Tread  well 505,  506 

same  continued.     Carey  v.  Ledbitter,  Bareham  v.  Hall 506,  507 

fact  that  plaintiff  could  avoid  injury  by  different  use  of  property,  no 

defense 507 

business  must  produce  injury.     Luscombe  v.  Steere 508 

general  uniformity  of  English  doctrine 509 

use  of  fuel  that  produces  destructive  vapors.     Campbell  v.  Seamen,  509 

510, 511,  512 

Huckenstinc's  appeal  reviewed 509,  514 

brick  burning  subject  to  the  same  rules  as  other  occupations 514 

SOAP  BOILERIES : 

nuisances  when 565-570 

See  Noisome  Smells. 

SOOT: 

See  Smoke. 

SPRINGS: 

See  Water  ;  Rights  to. 

SPRING  GUNS  : 

liability  for  setting 139 

STAGNANT  WATER: 

accumulated  by  dam,  actionable  nuisance 76,  120,  743,  744 

indictable,  when 574,  n,  711 

collected  in  ditches,  trenches,  etc  . . .  •. 711,  712,  713 

STAIRS : 

erected  over  a  street,  a  nuisance 261,  263 

STATE : 

cannot  license  a  nuisance  in  certain  cases 793 

how  far  authority  given  by,  is  a  protection 787,  788 

control  over  navigable  streams 636 

may  regulate  ports 632,  633 

may  authorize  erection  of  wharves 632,  633 

may  authorize  erection  of  bridges 628-634 

when  erections  made  under  State  authority  become  nuisances  . .  632,  633 

stands  as  riparian  owner  on  tidal  streams 631 

may  convey  shore  to  individuals 633 

conveyance  from  State  gives  special  rights 633 

right  of  conservation  in 99 
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use  of,  in  public  place,  not  nuisance  per  se 151 

only  become  so  when  in  defective  condition  and  carelessly  used 151 

or  by  reason  of  smoke  emitted  therefrom 474,  478,  480,  483 

STEAM  PLANING  MILLS: 

nuisances,  when 474,  478,  480,  482 

STOOPS : 

nuisance,  when 113 

STOVES: 

improper  use  of  nuisance,  when 148,  149, 150,  151 

STREETS : 

See  Highways. 

SUBJACENT  SUPPORT: 

relative  right  of  owner  of  surface  and  owner  of  mines 184,186,  197 

relations  may  be  changed  by  deed 184 

right  to  produce  subsidence  must  be  expressly  given 185,  187,  188 

189,  190 

can  nothing  be  left  to  implication 188,  189 

a  right  to  work  is  a  mere  easement 184 

a  custom  will  not  protect  against  liability 185 

mine  owner  can  only  work  so  far  as  he  can  without  weakening  the 

surface  support 183 

the  fact  that  the  mine  cannot  be  worked  at  all  without  injury  to  the 

surface  is  no  defense 189 

the  highest  care  and  skill  in  working  is  no  protection 189 

the  degree  of  support  must  be  in  accordance  with  the  use  of  the 

surface 189 

rule  in  Harris  v.  Ryding 185 

Xnle  in  Wakefield  v.  Duke  of  Buccleugh 186 

rule  in  Hilton  v.  Lord  Granville 189 

rule  in  Hext  v.  Gill 187 

distinction  between  mines  and  quarries 190 

no  right  to  support  of  buildings  that  add  sensibly  to  the  pressure..   191,  196 

construction  of  conveyances 200 

no  prescriptive  right  for  support  of  buildings  can  be  acquired 191 

support  for  buildings  by  implied  grant 204 

rule  as  between  mine  owners  and  public  companies 199 

the  surface  owner  must  do  nothing  to  injure  the  mine  owner's  right  197 

198 
must  not  bring  or  collect  any  thing  upon  the  surface  that  may  injure 

the  mines 197,  198 

the  fact  that  injury  does  not  transpire  for  many  years  is  no  defense. .  201 

SUBSTANTIAL  RIGHT: 

whatis 824 

instances  of. ...  ] 824,  n  1 

SURFACE  WATER: 

no  property  in 381 

flowing  water  having  no  defined  banks , 381 

may  be  dealt  with  as  the  land  owner  pleases 381 

water  having  definite  source  and  channel 382 

higher  owner  cannot  change  the  method  of  discharging  surface  water 

on  lower  owner 382 

may  divert  it  altogether  from  another's  land 382 

may  prevent  it  from  reaching  a  definite  channel 383,  390 

must  not  divert  it  after  it  has  reached  a  natural  water-course. . .  391,  383 

rule  in  Broadbent  v.  Ram&botham 383 
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water  \ymg  upon  the  surface  in  wet,  swampy  places  may  be  e  rhausted 

by  drains  or  otherwise 391 

land  may  be  drained  even  though  at  certain  seasons  the  water  over- 
flows and  supplies  other  owners  with  water  for  domestic  uses 391 

rule  in  Eawstron  «.  Taylor 391,392,393,  394 

rule  in  Waffle  «.  N.  Y.  Central  R.  R.  Co 394,  395,  396 

one  need  not  suffer  his  land  to  be  used  as  a  water-table  for  another. .  396 

land  owner  may  fill  up  low,  swampy  places  in  his  land 396 

volume  of  running  stream  may  be  increased  by  drainage  of  lands.. . .  397 

right  to  improve  natural  springs ...    397 

rule  in  Waffle  v.  Porter 397,  398,  399 

any  one  may  clean  out  and  tube  a  living  spring  on  his  own  land  for 

his  own  use,  when  the  natural  flow  of  the  water  is  not  changed. . .  399 

flow  may  be  thereby  increased  at  certain  seasons.    398,  399 

rule  in  Popplewell  v.   Hodgkinson,  as  to  drainage  of  lands  when 

others  are  thereby  deprived  of  water 399,  400,  401,  403,  403 

rule  of  the  civil  law  as  to  discharge  of  surface  wateY.    - 403 

distinction   between  servitude  for  discharge  of  surface  water  and 

water  of  running  streams 403 

the  servitude  for  discharge  of  surface  water  only  exists  as  to  water 

arising  from  natural  causes 405,  406, 407,  408,  422,  423 

and  in  its  natural  course 404,  407,  423 

what  changes  are  permissible  for  agricultural  purposes 404,  405 

course  of  discharge  may  be  changed  by  necessary  uses  of  lands,  405,  406 

by  erection  of  buildings 406 

flow  of,  must  not  be  increased  by  artificial  causes 406 

rule  as  to  drainage  in  Louisiana 406 

person  must  not  drain  water  from  his  estate  upon  that  of  another  . .  407 

rule  in  Sweet  v.  Cutts 408,  409,  410,  411,  412,  413,  414,  415,  416 

rule  in  Kaufiman  v.  Griesmier 417 

rule  in  Martin  v.  Riddle 418 

when  water  arising  from  other  than  natural  causes  is  added  to  the 

flow  of  surface  water,  its  discharge  may  be  prevented 417 

rule  is  the  same  as   to  all  merely  surface  water,  whether  resulting 

from  falling  rains,  overflow  of  springs  or  whatever  cause.  . .  .  419,  420 

distinction  as  to  urban  districts 420 

rule  in  Earle  «.  De  Hart 420 

rule  in  Gilham  v.  Railroad  Co 421 

rule  in  Ogburn  v.  Connor 421,  423 

SWAMPS : 

no  obligation  to  drain ^ 120-128 

TANNERY : 

nuisance  when 542  n,  564,  565,  573  n,  574  n,  577 

discharging  refuse  into  stream  actionable 714  n,  715  n 

TENANTS : 

rule  of  liability  between  tenants  of  same  building 128-135 

liability  of  landlord  to  tenants 128-135,  141 

landlord  and  tenant  both  liable  in  certain  cases 142 

maintenance  of  stoves,  cooking  range,  etc.,  by  one  tenant  to  injury  of 

another 144 

THEATERS : 

not  nuisances  per  se. . .'. 62 

may  become  nuisances,  when '. 62 

THREATS : 

injuring  business 143 

preventing  workmen  from  continuing  in  person's  employ 143 
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when  equity  will  enjoin ; 838 

what  must  be  stated  in  the  bill 839,  840,  841 

when  erection  of  a  building  will  be  enjoined 828,  840 

when  use  of  building  for  certain  purposes  will  be  enjoined 838 

instances  of 840 

TINSMITH  SHOP  : 

nuisance  when 584 

TOBACCO  MILL: 

nuisance  when. 574  n 

TREES : 

branches  of  projecting  over  lands,  actionable  when 113 

may  be  abated  as  such 113 

but  not  until  they  actually  project 113 

TRESPASSER : 

liability  for  injuries  to,  in  certain  cases 140 

TRIP-HAMMER  SHOP  : 

nuisance  when 590 

TURPENTINE  WORKS: 

a  nuisance  when  849  n 

VAULTS : 

under  street  or  highway,  nuisances  when 252 

VESSEL  : 

moored  so  as  to  obstruct  navigation  is  a  nuisance 640 

disabled  or  accidentally  sunk  in,  is  not 640 

VIBRATORY  SOUNDS  AND  MOTIONS : 

See  Noise. 
nS  MAJOR: 

applicability  in  certain  cases 133 

VITRIOL  WORKS: 

nuisance,  when 524 

WATER  CLOSETS: 

defective,  liabiUty  for 128,  129,  130,  131,  132, 133,  134 

improperly  kept,  who  is  liable  for 132,  133 

WATER,  RIGHTS  TO: 

when  there  is  property  in  water 307 

no  property  in  running  -water 307 

usufructuary  interest  in 309 

may  be  severed  from  the  land 307,  339 

riparian  owner's  title  to  bed  of  stream 310 

right  to  have  water  flow  in  its  natural  state 310 

riparian  ownership  the  test  of  right 316,  317 

right  a  purely  natural  one 316 

primary  and  secondary  uses  of  water,  what  are 311 

primary  rights  take  precedence 311,  323 

use  of  water  must  be  reasonable 319,  320,  322 

dams,  right  to  erect 319,  460,  370 

duty  as  to  making  secure 819,  320,  321,  461,  323 

extraordinary  floods 320 

must  not  flood  lands  above 320 
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or  detain  unreasonably  from  lands  below 320 

fitful  or  excessive  discharge  of 321,  341 

must  not  unreasonably  interfere  with  natural  flow 322 

must  not  divert  it  from  its  natural  channel 323 

care  required  in  maintenance  of  dam 322 

character  of  stream  and  country  and  liability  to  sudden  freshets  and 

floods  to  be  considered 323 

reasonableness  of  iise  of  water,  a  question  of  fact 321 

stream  breaking  from  its  natural  channel,  right  to  return  it 325 

right  to  erect  bulwarks  to  prevent  breaking  away  of  stream. . . .  325,  328 

restrictions  as  to 328 

water-courses,  what  are    311-314 

source  must  be  natural  and  definite 312 

size  or  capacity  of  the  stream  no  test 312,  313,  314 

assumes  its  attributes  at  its  source 313 

must  have  definite  channel 312 

ownership  of  the  banks,  gives  the  beneficial  use 316 

priority  of  appropriation  gives  no  superior  rights  between  riparian 

owners 317,  458,  468,  469 

otherwise  where  no  better  title  exists 318 

prescriptive  rights  to,  mav  be  acquired ...  329,  462 

how  acquired '. 329,  330,  462 

when  acquired  are  added  to  the  natural  right 330,  462,  463 

flush  boards,  right  to  use,  how  acquired 464 

to  acquire  prescriptive  right,  use   must  be   open,   continuous,  as  of 

right,  adverse  and  peaceable 329,  463 

must  operate  as  an  invasion  of  a  right 330 

Deed  not  inflict  actual  damage 330-339 

right  must  be  established  by  the  person  asserting  it 330 

use  of  water  may  be  conveyed  by  deed 339 

division  of  by  deed 339 

use  must  accord  with  conveyance    340 

not  necessarily  restricted  to  same  use,  but  to  use  producing  no  more 

injury .• 340,  373 

change  of  machinery 340 

injury  to  vegetation  by  dam  setting  back  water 119,  341 

injury  to  lands,  wells,  springs,  etc 119,  461 

producing  bad  odors  by  rendering  water  stagnant 76,  120,  743,  744 

setting  back  water  upon  an  upper  mill 341 

benefits  not  to  be  considered 342,  361 

license  to  maintain  dams,  effect  of 342 

must  be  licensed  to  flood  the  lands 343 

only  covers  damages  that  could  have  been  foreseen 343 

presence  of  party,  or  assistance  in  erection  of  dam  no  bar 348 

equitable  estoppel  from,  what  is 343-347 

WELLS: 

pollution  of,  actionable 698,  707,  708 

erection  of  cess-pools  near 116,  707 

injuries  to,  from  percolation 116,  708 

flooding  by  means  of  dams 119,  461 

withdrawing  water  from  by  excavations  on  adjoining  soil,  not  action- 
able   797 

WHARVES : 

unauthorized,  nuisance  on  tidal  stream 624  n,  625  n,  635,  636,  637 

authorized,  nuisance  when 637,  638,  639 

on  fresh-water  navigable  streams,  riparian  owner  may  erect,  when .  64? 

648,  649 

must  not  materially  obstruct  navigation 647,  648,  649 

when  purprestures 637,  638,  639,  640 
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